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T(lni  living  French  writer  who  has  the  most  wit  at  will,' 
has  laboured  with  tbo  patience  of  aa  antiquary,  aud  tlie 
kbduEBE  of  a  kiuHtnaii,  to  preserve,  or  revive,  the  memoriea  of 
those  French  writers  whom  he  olaasBB  aa  the  Neglected,  the 
Diadaineii,  the  Forgotten,  and  the  Retvedtaled.  "We  begin  to 
read  of  them  becauao  we  like  himself  in  hia  owu  writiuga,  we 
pi  oa  reading,  liking  him  better  still.  He  himself  has  called 
Sftinle-BeuvB  "  the  smiling  critic,"  but  mirth  or  pathos  must 
be  BOQght  far  beneath  the  patient  consideration,  the  desire  to 
gWe  almost  everj  writer  the  fairest  of  fair  play,  which  mark 
^lejadicious  Saiuto-£euTe.  Each  has  that  sixth  sense,  an  ex. 
qnisite  appreciation  of  fine  literature  ;  but  to  Charles  Mouselet 
holong  the  playful  pity,  the  leader  ridicule,  the  touch  of 
[loetry,  making  living  approved  Academic  authors  akiu  to 
iliese  poor  shades  evoked  from  book-stalls  on  the  quays  of 
Paris,  or  from  yellow  files  of  journals  and  bundles  of  jiamph- 
lets  in  public  libraries.  It  must  bo  owned  that,  but  for 
Fupbemy,  M.  Slousdet  might  have  named  some  of  hia  authors, 
the  Galvanited,  or  the  Ditinterred.  He  himself  amilcs  in  de< 
precation  aa  he  leads  forward  many  of  the  objects  of  his 
obarity.  or  clemency,  of  the  brain,  and  sighs  aa  he  shows  the 
grandiose  Cb&teanbriaud,  and  the  high-thinkiug  Guizot  al- 
ready among  those  who  may  need  resuscitation. 
On  the  abelves  of  the  London  Library  may  be  found  the 
i  edition  of  "  The  British  NovoUats,"  brought 
we  flatter  ourselves  we  are  lefcB  &s^<a  ^^uw<v 

'  Charles  Mouselet. 


the  French,  let  ub  look  at  the  list  of  novels  in  tliis  oolleotioii. 
One  only  ia  ill  every  hand;  "Eobinaoa.  Cniaoa."  Few  huve  read 
'*  Clariasa  Ilarlowe  "  and  "  Sir  Gharlea  Gratidiaon,"  though  all 
well-taught  peraons  know  their  plane  In  English  literature. 
Men  of  Mttera  and  lorerg  of  humonr  read  fielding,  but  hie 
novela,  for  reasona  which  had  weight  in  his  own  time,  are 
put  out  of  the  reach  of  those  to  whoae  youth,  or  Bex,  some 
shelter  ia  due.  The  same  may  be  aaid  of  the  leaa  genial  and 
humane  Smollett!  "  The  Castle  of  Otranto"  and  '■  The  Old 
Bngliah  Baron  "  are  not  much  more  read  than  the  feeble  tales 
of  Mackenzie,  or  the  unpleasant  "Zeluco"  of  Dr.  Moore.  That 
hnmorouB  atudyofooitntrymannerB,andDf  popnlor  Methodism 
in  if  a  early  daya,  "  The  Spiritual  Quiiote,''  deservea  to  ba 
better  known,  bo  do  the  uoyelB  of  the  two  Gharlottea,  Lennox 
and  Smith,  Nest  to  "  Robinson  Crusoe  "  and  "  Olarisaa  Har- 
lowB,"  in  European  reputation,  is  the  "  Vicar  of  Wakefield," 
which,  with  Mrs.  luchbald's  vigorous  and  pathetic  "  Simple 
Story,"  the  "  Evelina  "  and  "  Cecilia  "  of  Miss  Burney,  and  the 
"Belinda"  of  MisaEdgeworth,  stand  forth  from  a  list  on  which 
Frances  Burney  was,  in  1800,  iiot  only  the  most  emiiieat 
living  writer,  but  a  olasBic,  second  only  to  (Melding  and 
Biohardaon. 

Few  whose  grandfathers  bought  boaks  are  without  one  or 
more  copiea  of  "  Evelina  "  and  of"  Cecilia."  If  the  discoloured 
type  on  the  soft,  grey,  ribbed  paper  has  not  been  "almost  ef- 
faced by  tears,"  as  were  the  charoctera  of  a  letter  over  which  her 
owu  Camilla  wept — tears  of  onr  grandmothera  who  had  talked 
in  their  Bleep  of  my  Lord  Orville,  and  of  Mortimer  Delvile — the 
fingers  of  three  or  four  generations  have  left  the  pages  friable. 
Wo  speak  not  without  knowledge,  for  wishing  to  consult  our 
family  "  Cecilia,"  for  the  purposes  of  this  esaay,  it  was  found 
too  brittle  for  use  It  is  therefore  meet  that  one  who  helped 
in  turn  to  wear  it  out,  should  lend  a  hand  towards  bringing 
oat  an  edition  to  spare,  or  to  replace,  those  volumes  sacred  to 
the  memories  of  kind  people  who  were  touched  aud  taught  by 
what  their  grandchild  TO  n  ahun  with  smilea,- -the  little  sermons 
of  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Tillars,  in"  Evelina,"  aiid  the  philanthropio 
rhapsodies  of  Albany  in  "Cecilia,"  The  fealiiou  of  pathoa 
changes  more  quickly  than  that  of  humour,  aad  the  sroilea  of 
geaM^tioD  after  generation,  are  more  easily  moved  than  their 


ncnioBwiTrtnf.  vH 

'*  Frances  Burney,  the  Becond  daughter  and  third  child  of 
~  WU5  born  at  Lynu  Regis,  in  Norfolk,  on.  iho  13tb 

fejane,  1752." 

I  Or.  Barney  was  a  gentleman  of  good  desaent,  w1iob& grand- 
T,  James  Maoburney,  had  a  "  considerable  patrimony  "  at 
eat  Hanwood,  in  Shropshire,  and  a  house  in  Whitehall 
Gardens.  ThiB  is  barely  named  in  the  memoirs  of  a  family 
which  baa  Eomething  butter  to  show  than  title-deeds,  or  tales  of 
[deaoent,  A  pedigree  which  would  eatisfy  Mr.  Galtou  may  be 
'^tcbed,  even  from  snch  seanty  and  imperfect  notices  of  the 
tney  family,  as  it's  modesty  has  put  within  our  reach.  Dr. 
Ittmey's  children  might  well  be  gifted  as  they  were.  Their 
Hheraud  mother,  their  paternal  grandfather  and  grandmother. 
their  uncles  and  cousins,  seem  to  h&vi;  bad  lively  talents. 
What  there  might  have  been  of  Irish  vivacity  in  the  Shrop- 
I  liiire  gentry  who  had  once  been  oalled  Macbnrney,'  was  blent 
Btb  the  fire  and  strength  which  never  seem  to  t^t  in  those 
fagaoaot  families  who  became  English  for  the  sake  of  their 

f  Jfunea  Macburuey,  father  of  the  Erst  Br,  Charles  Burney, 
ui  E&id  to  have  been  a  pleasant  man,  of  ready  wit,  who  dauced 
remarkably  well,  played  well  on  the  violin,  and  was  a  portrait- 
puDter  of  no  mean  talents.  Se  married  an  actress  ;  was 
thereupon  disinherited  by  bis  father,  and  maintained  himself 
by  paiutiiig.  The  actress  died,leaviiigchildren,oiie  of  whom 
waa  many  years  organist  of  St.  Margaret's,  Shrewsbury. 
Jamee  Burney  took  for  hia  second  wife.  Mistress  A-an  Cooper, 
B  sprightly  beanty,  who  had  refased  to  marry  the  old  wit, 
Wycherley;  her  youngest  son,  Charles,  the  comjioser,  critic, 
tad  historian  of  music,  married  a  oh  firming  woman,  French  by 

K'soeut,  and  aocomplished  beyocd  the  standard  of  the  great 
lieB  of  hor  day.     She  was  mother  of  Admiral  Jamei  Bumay," 
lo  twice  sailed  round  the  world  with  Captain  Cook.     He 
'  The  falfaer  of  Di'.  Buruuy  ilropped  Lhe  "  Mau  "  at  tbe  beginuiiig  a( 
I  DMne.      PerhEips  he  Ihoughl  it  mitde  hi*  nuae  lop-heavy  ;  or  it  mtLy 
bo  because  "  MacSj"  whether  Sciitth  or  Irish,  wer«  anything  but  populw 
in  aa  Gagktid  which  was  atill  English. 
'  Itear-Admiml  Burney,  F.R.S.,  bom  in  174B,  died  in  1821.     Ha 
I       WTOW  B  "  History  orDiaeovrnoa  in  the  South  Sea,"  a  "  IliMory  of  Nortli. 
i      EaMern  Voyagas  of  DiMoiery,"  ami  other  wotka,    OaUiaawsiKf™*™-'" 
J      lbs  auDuiuuid  of  the  "  Bristol,"  fifty-gun  aMpim  \.lav,'V>T.l5ow»s»"'«'*" 


may  be  tnood  In  tba  letters  of  Charlce  Laiab  aud  his  friende, 
and  is  the  hospitable  admiral  whoso  "  flashes  of  wild  wit "  are 
noted  in  tlie  charming  jmper  in  wiiich  Lamb  telle  how  he 
himself  was  called  on  to  give  awaj  a  Mies  Burnoj  as  a  bride,' 
The  second  son  of  Dr.  and  of  Esther  Buruey  was  Dr.  Charles,* 
tbe  great  Qreek  scholar ;  their  secoud  daaghtsr  was  onr 
classic  and  famous  Fanny.  Nor  wore  their  other  daughters 
without  graceful  gifts  ;  Eatlier,  who  married  her  cousin 
Charles  Barney,  played  duets  with  him  so  well  as  to  delight 

se  who  were  asked  to  the  private  coacerta  of  Dr.  Bumey ; 
Snsamia  wrote  lettere  aa  graphic  as  those  of  Frances ;  Sarah, 
the  d»Dght«r  of  Dr.  Buruey's  secoud  marriage,  was  a  BDCoess- 
"il  uovelist,  one  of  whoso  tales  Queen  Charlotte  pronounced  to 
B  "  very  pretty."  Hazlitt  somewhere  roentious  a  niece  of 
Madame  D'Arblay,  whose  miad  reseaibled  that  of  her  aunt. 
We  do  not  know  whether  this  was  the  niece  who  edited  the 
''  Diary  "  of  her  aunt  with  so  much  good  taste  and  judgment. 

ire  was,  besides,  an.  Edward  Burney,  who  paiated  the  por- 
trait of  his  eousinFrancea,whichwaaeugravedforliar"  Diary," 
and  made  drawings  for  the  plates  ia  Dr.  Buraey's  "  Account  of 
the  Haudel  Oommemoratioua  "  of  1784.  When  we  have  added 
to  quick  and  lively  parts,  amiable  and  winning  diapoBitiona, 
warm  fiuniJy  affection,  strong  eelf-respect,  and  a,  just  sense 
of  the   honourable  position    of  Dr.    Bumey,  we    have   only 

imed  what  lies  on  the  very  surface  of  the  numerous  letters 
and  diaries  of  the  family.  Their  integrity  and  high  principles 
shiae  on  every  page.  To  form  a  just  opinion  of  Frances 
Barney,  we  must  know  something  of  the  father  who  was  her 
pattern  of  all  that  was  good  and  attractive  ia  human  nature. 
Atflve-and-tweuty,  she  wrote  of  bordearMra.Thrale,  "I  never 
before  saw  a  person  who  so  strongly  resembles  my  dear 
father."  At  forty,  she  spoke  of  her  husband,  as  being  "  so  very 
like  my  beloved  father  in  disposition,  humour,  and  t^te,  that 

J)  Mrs.  Thrule:  "I  deligliKo  Ihinkof  the  happiness  diffuBtdamongthe 
Burneys.  t  queatioo  if  any  ihip  upon  the  oveBn  gnes  oat  attended  with 
more  good  wisbes  than  ibat  which  carries  the  fate  of  Biirn«y,  1  hn<  all  of 
Ihat  bmeJ  wtiom  I  oui  be  said  to  know ;  and  one  or  two  whom  1  hardly 
kuow,  I  love  npon  credit,  and  love  them  because  they  Iotb  each  other. 

'  This  Essay  of  Elia  is  coiled  "  The  Wedding."    The  ndmiml's  sou, 
Hartin,  a  barrister,  it  also  narDed  in  Lamb's  "  Letters." 
*  Burn  at  Lynn,  December  4,  1757;  LL.D.  Aberdeen,  179S.     Vicai 
ti/"Z*yfiSuv/,  i^tondflryoflincoln,  Chaiilain  tolhuKing.     Wed  1917. 


nmtoBvmmv.  ix 

T  paflBBB  in  which  I  do  not  eiclaim, '  How  you  re- 
£  of  m}'  fatbea- ! " " 
."My  heart,"  eatd  Dr.  JohDBOu,  "goes  forth  to  meet  Bur- 
Ifi  I  question  if  there  be  in  the  world  Buoh  another  man 
together,  for  mind,  intelligence,  and  manners,  as  Dr. 
onrney."  Of  him,  Dr.  Johneon  begged  the  only  pardon  Mri, 
Tlirale  over  heard  him  aak  in  her  honse.  It  was  not  for  any 
rndo  epeeoh,  but  for  a  ohauca  word  taken  amiea  in  error.' 

Dr.  Oiarlefl  Burnay  (born  at  Bhrewfibary,  in  1726) "  was  for 
some  short  time  at  Ohantor  Free  School ;  ataeTeoteen  he  waa 
apnreuticod  to  Dr.  Ame,  the  composer  of  music.  He  was 
soon  raleaaed  from  liis  urticlea  by  Fulk  GreTille,'  who  wished 
lAbdrve  him  in  his  hoiiscbold  as  a  friend  and  musician.  At 
abant  osc-aud-twonty,  be  married  Esther  Sleepe,  the  grand- 
ohild  of  a  Freuch  Huguonot  of  the  name  of  Dubois.  He  left 
London  to  recover  hiB  health,  became  organist  of  Lyuu,  gave 
loseona  in  music  in  that  town,  and  iu  many  of  the  great 
twnBee  of  Norfolk.  He  lived  nine  or  teu  years  in  Lynn, 
going  back  to  London  in  17flO,  lu  Norfolk,  he  bad  "  scarooly 
!!ver  entered  a  house  upon  terms  of  buaiuesa,  without,  leaving  it 
»ii  those  of  intimacy."  In  London,  he  became  the  most  popular 
of  mnsio- masters,  aud  of  men.  His  beloved  wife,  with  ■vrhom 
lie  bad  studied  astronomy  and  Italian,  whose  translation  from 
lIui  Freooh  of  Uanpertuia  he  had  published  with  his  own  ama- 
teur's pamphlet  on  "Comets,"  died  almost  suddenly  in  1761. 

'  "  1  nerer  la  my  life  lieard  Johnson  pronoiincu  ihe  wonla, '  I  beg 
<    jQor  pardon^  Sir/  Vo  aay  huoiaii  creature,  but  the  apparently  snff  and 
gontle  Dr.  Bnmey." 

»  On  Iho  lath  of  April;  wenHo  London  in  1744.  He  imbllslied  "An 
EsBOj  lowiirdfl  B,  Ilialory  of  Cornels,"  1 769  (  -'The  Present  Stale  ofMusic 
in  ProlHe  uii)  Itnly,"  ITH  ;  a  similar  book  on  Germany  ttnd  the  Nethei^ 
lEnds,  about  177^  ;  "History ofMusio,"  1776-69;  "  Memoin of  Metov 
iMio,"  1795;  "  Accouut  of  Handel  CommetBoratJonB,"  1785.  A  Monthly 
Riiiewer,  and  writer  of  the  inuBicalarticltiBiD"  Chambers' Cyolopodia. 
No  Ust  of  Dr.  Burticy's  musical  works  is  given  in  bis  memoirs,  We 
Kiuioi  but  agree  with  Croker  that  this  is  "  a  Blraoge  omigaion  in  tfae 
niKUioirs  of  B  musiwl  professor."  Mus.  D.  Oxon,  1769;  F.R.S,, 
1773;  Organist  orChelaea  Hospital.  ITSO;  Coriuapondent  of  the  Insii, 
ruleof  Fmnce,  1810;  died  April  l^th,  ISU. 

'  Fulk  Greville,  a  fine  gentleman  after  a  princely  fashion,  kept  two 
kUI«iulHiita  bi  play  (o  him  on  French  horns  outside  any  ii 
mightdiiiewbsnlraieUing.    Hjspaying  Dr.Aioe  llii:^  ' 
lu  utncul  yaung  Barney's  armies  was  a  trait  (A  Alb  v 


After  Bixy&arB  a!  iridowhood,  he  married  another  handsome  Hid 
well-tanght  lady — a  widow  from  Lyuii  wUo  had  been  Bgtbe^a 
inEiioate  frieud.  ToTnaiatainluBohildren,  begarvelessc>aB& 
eigkCiSometimeafromBeTen,  in  the  moraiiLgaQtil  night;  ofbea 
diuiag  in  his  carriage,  always  Btudying  in  it,  When  in 
Norfolk,  he  had  learnt  Italian  on  horseback ;  carrying  in  hit 
greab-coat  pocket  a  dictionary  of  his  own  compiling,  and  e 
Tolome  of  Tasso  or  Metaataaio.  When  weary  of  Italian,  he 
wonid  tntn  to  a  paper-book  in  which  he  wrote  what  Btmok 
him  most  in  his  own  obserTationB,  or  in  books ;  and  many 
things  struck  and  interested  him.  "He  was,"  said  Mrs,  Thrale, 
"  a  fulUmindad  man,"  He  wrote  fluent  yersBE  which  somatimes 
rose  a  little  above  doggerel,  and  a  very  easy  English  style ; 
pleasant  enough  when  he  did  not  attempt  to  make  metaphors, 
Mrs.  Thrale  likous  him  to  rich,  Bweet  vine  of  Frontignac,  which 
was  a  favourite  with  all.  Hia  friend,  Metostasio  was  the 
man  whom  he  would  moat  have  wished  to  resemble,  had  he 
been  other  than  the  happy  and  busy  Charlea  Burney.  "  In- 
deed," wrote  his  daughter,  "  in  many,  nay  in  most  respects, 
couid  he  have  bean  changed  into  Metastasio,  it  wonld  hardly 
have  been  a  change."  Those  who  have  tasted  the  honeycomb 
of  Metastasio,  those  who  sipped  the  old-faahioned  wine  ol 
Frontignac,  will  allow  that  the  wine  and  the  poet  have  muchii; 
common.  So  as  they  are  like  each  other,  they  may  both  be 
like  Dr.  Burney.  Though  we  do  not  take  Mrs.  Thrale's  word 
for  being  worth  very  much,  she  often  throws  a  flash  of  light 
apon  character.  There  are  in  the  subjoined  Huoa '  some  traits 
which  connect  Dr.  Burney  with  the  "Bopple  facility."  the 
power  to  please  and  soothe  of  Metastasio,  and  the  "  faint  praise 
from  all  "  of  the  vintage.  If  it  were  lawful  to  patch  a  phrase 
mey  combine 


lu  souib!,  if  second,  Ibro'  sbynesa  ainne 

Hia  character  funn'il  free,  conflding,  anJ  kind, 

Grown  cautious  by  habit,  by  station  coDfiD'd, 

Tho'  born  to  impreve  and  enlighten  onr  dsya, 

In  a  supple  faciht;  fixes  hia  praise  : 

And  cdDleoted  Co  wolhe,  unambitious  bi  slrike, 

Has  a  faint  praise  from  all  men,  IVom  ail  men  alilie." 

jtfn.  Tkrale')  "  Lines  an  Dr.  Bumay'i  iiortrju  fty 
Sir  JoaliUa  Be^/twldt.' 


nrntoDiiCTioif.  « 

wiih  Frenoh,  we  Bhofild  describe  Dr.  Barcey  as  the  man  moat 
rapotMfw  of  hie  day.  His  hooBe  wm  one  of  those  which  sharpen 
the  wit8,  and  the  ahy  girl  of  whom  he  said  "  She  had  very 
little  education  bat  what  she  cave  harsolf,"  giuned  in  BilencB 
the  kind  of  teaching  aud  training  bist  fitted  to  her  powers. 
Hie  own  oouvereation,  and  that  of  hie  frieude ;  the  share  taken 
bj  his  daaghters  in  preparing  his  works  for  the  press;  his 
great  (lumber  of  books,  wliich  were  neither  forced  upon  his 
girls,  nor  forbiddeu  them  ;  the  authors,  ivho  treated  Dr. 
Barney  as  their  brother ;  the  artists,  in  all  ways  of  art,  who 
thronged  his  house — from  Garrick,  who  came  when  the  maid 
w&s  washing  the  steps,  and  Dr.  Burney  under  the  hands  of 
bis  hatr-druBBer,  to  Facchierotti,  and  Milllco,  Agujari,  and 
Gabrielli,  who  sang  to  him  till  midnight ;  the  brilliant  com- 
pt-ay  wht>  were  drawn  to  hear,  and  sometimes  to  help  in  the 
music;  the  opera  and  the  playhouse — all  these  wei<a  edncatiug 
Frances  Barney,  while  she  was  spoken  of  as  a  duuca  who  did 
not  know  her  letters  at  eight. 

Dr.  Bumey  ia  said  to  have  been  shy.  The  shyness  of 
CranoeB  '*  pursued  and  annoyed  her  through  life."  She  was 
baehfal,  even  to  sheepishness.  This  may  have  been  duo,  in 
part,  to  the  delicate  health,  which  often  marks  the  youth  of 
those  who  live  to  her  great  age.  This  delicaoy  was  one  reason 
why  Dr.  Barney  did  not  send  her'  to  school  in  Paris  as  he  had 
sent  two  of  her  sisters.  Another  reason  was  that  he  feared 
she  had  a  predisposition  to  Bomanism.  It  happened  that  her 
maternal  grandmother,  though  the  child  of  a  Huguenot,  was 
a  devout  Roman  Catholic. 

When  we  find  that,  twenty  yeai's  later,  Frances  Dumey 
loved  Mrs.  Delany  for  resembling  that  "  aaint-iike  womau," 
her  sweet,  gentle,  beautiful,  and  beneyolent  grandmother,'  we 
may  conjecture  that  her  father  was  tiot  far  wrong  in  thinking 
her  Teneration  for  that  graudmother's  character  might  lead  to 
aa  adoption  of  her  creed ;  so,  as  Dr.  Burney  dared  not  trust 
his  daughter  to  that  France  which  had  no  small  share  in  her, 
I  lia  sent  her  to  no  school  at  all,  but  autfered  her  to  teach  her- 
■folf  hj  writing  infantine  tragedies,  and  epic  poems,  plays,  and 
!  and  turning  over  bor  father's  hooks  to  find  what 

•  Stw  tuw  given  her  ersndmother'H  maiden ■uamB  of  Du  Bois  la  _ 
'tnehman  in*'  Evelina,  and  the  maiden-nanMoi^iM  ^Q&ici$Cc>B^,'%:n. 
will*  WiarmcJawWy  Scot,  Mr.  iUcartnwj. 


ktv       I 


fitted  hor  taacy.  She  Beems  to  have  had  a  Tair  knowledge  ot 
lEVenoh  and  Italian,  and  some  amount  cif  reading, as  dercnd  U 
her  father's  common plaoe  book  of  all  order,  orunity  of  Bubjeot, 
In  person,  Frances  Burney  was  low  of  stature,  of  a  brown 
oomplerion.  One  of  her  friendH  called  her  "  the  dovo :  "  she 
thought  it  mnet  have  beeu  from  the  colour  of  her  eyes,  which 
were  of  a  groeaiBh-grey.  It  was  most  likely  from  their  timid 
expression.  She  waa,  like  her  father,  Tery  short -sigh  ted. 
In  her  portrait,  taken  at  the  age  of  tiiirty,  merriment  seems 
latent  behind  a  very  demure  look.  In  our  fancy  we  trace 
Bomething  French  in  the  countenance.  Her  looks  told  lier 
thoughts ;  "  Poor  Fanny  !  "  said  her  father,  "  her  face  telle 
what  she  thiaks,  whether  she  will  or  no,  I  long  to  see 

her  honest  fece  once  more."  She  was  very  young-looking 
ibr  her  age.  She  had  a  soft  sweet  voioe,  which  she  did  not 
in  aiuging,  for,  brought  up  among  critics,  she  was  too 
timid  even   to  touch  a   harpsichord  or  piano  if  anyone  was 

irithin  hearing.  She  did  not  speak  with  composure  in  a 
Email  party  where  she  could  be  well  heard.  Siie  had  a  power 
of  mimicry,  which  seems  to  have  beeu  sparingly  used,  as  we 
only  findit  once  mentioned  in  her  "  Diary,"  when  sheeichauged 

tfith  Mrs.  Thrale  imitations  of  the  dangerous  Barctti,  who 
had  stabbed  his  man,  and  who,  by-and-by,  warned  her,  with  a 
ace,  not  to  pub  liSm  in  a  book,  A  certain  Sir  John,'  said 
behodueverseenaiiy  woman  walk  eo  well',  and  she  danced  with 
great  spirit.'  When  she  learnt  the  great  success  of  "Evelina," 
after  checking  a  longing  to  throw  Mr.  Orisp's  wig  out  of  the 
window,  she  danced  a  Jig  round  the  old  mulberry-tree  in  hia 
rden.  Mr.  Crisp  was  not  in  the  secret,  but  put  it  down  to 
7  flow  of  npirits,  after  recovery  from  severe  illness.  Sir 
Walter  Saott waa Bopleased with  this  talo  (a  pretty anbjeotfora 
painter),that  fifty  years  laterhewroteitdowo  from  her  telling; 
— "  November,  18th,"  (1826)'"waa  introduced  by  Rogers  to 


le  D'Arblay^bnt  it  was  Sir  John  Shelley  j  he  n 
Ilia  lasl  I  "  '     " 


"IMarj"  of 
1  courtier  of 


ion-  ontLe 
ntreunioK 
like^j^^_ 


^■Hdame  S'Arblay,  the  celebrated  authoress  of  'Evelina 'and 
BSecitia,' —  an  elderly  lady,  with  no  remainB  of  perBonal 
Btonty,  but  with  a  simple  and  gentle  manner,  a  pleasing  ex- 
Kreesioii  of  countenance,  and  apparently  quick  feelings.  She 
^Ud  me  Bfae  had  wished  to  see  two  persons — myself,  of  ooursa, 
Heing  one,  the  other  George  Canning.  This  was  really  a  eom- 
Ittiiuent  to  bo  ploaaed  with^-a  nice  little  handsome  pat  of 
Hotter,  mads  np  by  a  neat-handed  Fhillis  of  a  dairy-maid, 
Hutead  of  the  grease,  fit  only  for  cart-wheels,  which  one  ie 
HkKted  with  by  the  poand. 

K  "  Madame  D'Arblay  told  ua  that  the  common  story  of  Dr. 
Hparney,  her  father,  having  brought  home  her  own  first  work, 
Bnd  recommended  it  to  her  pemsal,  was  erroneous.  Her 
btther  wae  in  the  secret  of  'Evelina'  being  printed.  But 
the  following  circa metances  may  have  given  Abb  to  the  story  : 
— Dr.  Bnraey  was  at  Streatbam  soon  eSter  the  publication, 
where  he  fonnd  Mrs.  Thi'ale  recovering  from,  her  confinement, 
low  at  the  moment,  and  out  of  spirits.  While  they  were 
talking  together,  Johnson,  who  sat  beside  in  a  kind  of  reverie, 
reddenlyhrokeont:  'Tou  should  read  this  new  work.madam — 
JOO  should  read  "  Evelina :  "  every  one  says  it  is  eicellBut,  and 
thtw^  are  right.'  The  delighted  father  obtained  a  comtoission 
firom  Mra,  Thrale  to  purchase  his  danghter's  work,  and  retired 
the  happiest  of  moji,  Madame  D'Arblay  said  she  waa  wild 
with  joj  at  this  deciflve  evidence  of  her  literaiy  auoaene,  and 
that  she  could  only  give  vent  to  her  rapture  by  dancing  and 
lUpping  round  a  mulberry -tree  in  the  garden.  She  was  very 
young  at  this  time.     I  trust  I  shall  see  this  lady  again." 

We  have  placed  this  passage  iu  our  text  because  it  leads 
diwot  to  the  question,  what  was  the  age  of  Miss  Bnmey  when 
■ha  wrote  "  Evelina."  Bumour  had  soon  heightened  all  there 
WW  of  surprising  in  the  book  by  snch  details  as  that  her  father 
had  put  her  own  novel  into  her  bauds  as  one  most  worthy 
of  her  reading,  and  that  the  author,  like  the  heroine,  was  then 
barely  aaventeen.  A  writer  in  the  "  Quarterly  Eeview  "  of 
April,  1833,  first  pnt  in  print  aseumptions,  which  almost 
amonnt  to  charges,  that  Madame  D'Arblay,  when  writing  her 
Other's ''M«moirs."badavoided,BTippreBBed,orobIitorBteddates 
for  the  porpoae  of  enbancing  the  merit  of  her  youthful  work, 
1^  making  it  out  to  have  been  written  eight  yeare  earlier  thao. 
was  tmiy  the  ease.     V/a  aj^pend,  thovig\i  eiW  tniiAV  Te<x<«a&;nr 


thorn,  Macanlay'B  famona  words,'  If  the  "  bad  writer  "in  the 
"  Qoarterly  Eeyiaw,"  the  bad  editor  of  "  BoHweU,"  was,  as  is 
eud,  the  same  mftii  who  is  drawn  as  "  Eigby  "  in  "  Coningaby,' 
as  "  Wenham"  in  "  Vanity  Fair,"  bis  mean  miadeeds  have  met 
with  puaiahmeut  worthy  of  Pope,  from  the  appropriate  hands 
of  two  great  writers  of  romanoe. 

In  that  review,  the  intention  to  giva  pain  to  Madame  D'Ai- 
bl&y  is  HO  apparent  that  it  takes  away  from  the  force  of  what- 
BOAver  is  jiist  in  Croker'a  criticism  of  the  arraugemeut  and 
Btylaofher"  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Barney."  That  ahe  was  sparing  of 
dates  is  a  grievance  to  those  who  read  that  book.  The  writing 
of  "Evelina"  and  "Cecilia"  was  not,  indeed,  the  way  to  acquire 
the  exact  care  and  patient  precisicn  which  mark  the  habits  of 
the  good  biographer.  On  the  other  baud,  i;kill  in  fletion  does 
not  of  itself  impair  the  [leroeption  of  truth,  or  the  power  of 
oommiiniaating  it,  thoagh  it  seems  to  give  comfort  to  some  of 
the  dull  and  nnimaginative  to  say  that  it  does. 

When  Dr.  Johnson  found  Miss  Barney  had  said  he  was 
looking  well  at  a  time  when  he  felt  very  ill,  he  wrote  in  sad- 
ness, "  Fanny's  trade  is  flotion."  He  was  then  gloomy,  not 
unkind.  "Miss  Bnmey,  the  »oii«Ii»i,"  ia  Croker's  comment; 
with  maiioionBunder-liniag  of  the  words,  Shohersalf  has  writ- 
ten, "  I  never  mil  truth  with  Sotion  :  alt  that  I  relate  in  jonr. 
naliziiig  is  strictly,  nay,  plainly,  fact." 

Ab  these  nnproven  charges  of  high-colouring  and  ineiaot- 
D6se  of  narrative  on  the  part  of  Madame  D'Arblay  have  been, 
extraoted  and  repeated  by  the  editor  of  Mrs.  Delany's  "  Ooire- 
spondence,"  wa  tiicoght  it  worth  while,  even  though  the  latter 
is  f^inly  moved  by  pique,  to  compare  the  "Memoirs  of  Dr. 
Bnmey"  with  the  "Diary"  of  Madame  D'Arblay,  and  with 
othar  books,  on  soma  points  of  moment.  It  is  of  importance  to 
know  how  far  Btndents  of  literatnre   may  depend  on  what 

'  "  There  was  no  want  of  low  miads  sod  bad  bsarta  ia  the  generation 
wbiub  wimeaoed  her  first  appeaniuc«.  There  was  the  envious  Kenrkk 
and  the  sarage  Wolcot,  the  asp  George  Steevsna,  and  the  polecat  John 
Williants.  It  did  not,  howeTsr,  oocur  to  them  to  search  the  pai'iah  register 
of  Lynn,  in  (irdei*  that  they  mtgbt  be  able  to  twit  a  lady  with  having  ran- 
cealed  her  age.  lliat  truly  chivalrous  exploit  was  reserved  lor  a  bad 
writer  of  our  own  time,  vihoaa  spite  ahe  had  provoked  hy  not  furnishing 
him  with  materials  for  a  worlhlosa  edition  of  BohwoU'b  "  Life  of  Johnson," 
iome  sheets  of  wluch  our  readers  have  donbtleas  seen  round  parcels  of 
ietta-  hcdu." — JlSawiag,  "  Eaaaj/  on  Madamu  IfAMay." 


UadameD'Arblay  telle  tbem  of  JohuBOaaiulof  Burke;  audbow 
far  fntnro  bUtoriana  maj  use  with  safety  her  Diary  of  the 
reign  of  George  III.      We  examined  the  book  which  ranks 
widi  tboee  of  Evelyn  and  of  Papys.     The  result  of  oar  paios 
was  entire  confirmation  of  her  aocuraey  in  al!  pointe  on  which 
we  tried  it,'  taking  care,  as  ve  did,  not  to  neglect  the  particu- 
lars of  the  firat  publication  of  "  Evelina,"  on  which  she  herself 
thongbt  her  memory  might  have  failed.     In  a   note   to  her 
father's  "  Memoirs,"  Madftme  D'Arblay,  then  eigbty,  tells  with 
pride   and  pleaanre,  how  six  years    before,   Scott    bad   been 
iirought  by  Eogers  to  pay  his  homage  to  her,  the  oldest  in  the 
art  of  fiction,  the  Doyenne  of  the   Faculty  I    Madame  S'Ar- 
I       hlay  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  and  feared  she  might  not 
^■fcave  been  correct  in  what  she  had  told  Scott  in  answer  to  bis 
^^H^qoiries  as  to  the  true  history  of  her  first  book.     Before  Scott 
^^■■me  to  see  her,  in  the  following  year,  ehe  had  looked  among 
^^Ciier  papers,  and  brought  him  forth  her  notes,     Se  told  her  he 
I       had  already  written  it  down,  and  "  moat  particularly,  bad  net 
foi^Otten  her  mulberry -tree."      Wehadmisgivings  that  behad 
written  down  the  errors  of  a  failing  memory  when  wo  fonud 
in  the  "Diary"  of  Madame  D'Arblay'  a  letter  in  which  Mrs. 
Thrale  says  to  Dr.  Bnrney  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  just  returned 
full  of  praiaes  of  the  first  Tolunie  of  "  Evelina,"  which  ihe  had 
I       lent  him.     So  it  might  appear  that  Mrs.  Thrale  had  brought 

I  the  book  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Johneoa,  not  ha  to  here,  as 
Maaamo  D'Arblay  told  Sir  Waiter  Scott. 
In  the  "  Life  of  Dr.  Buruey," "  we  find  what  brings  the  two 
statements  into  concord — a  letter  from  Mrs,  Phillips  to  her 
sieter  Frances,  telling  what  Dr.  Burney  had  himself  heard. — 
"  To  night,  at  Streatham,  while  we  were  sitting  at  tea,  only 
Dr.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Thrale,  Misa  Thrale,  aud  myself — ■  Madam,' 
oried  Dr.  Jolinson,  see-sawing  on  hia  chair,  *  Mrs.  Oholmoude- 
]ay  WM  talking  to  me  last  night  of  a  new  novel,  which,  she 

'  It  U  very  likely  thai  triiiol  error*  may  be  found  in  the  "  Memoin  of 
r.  Bamaj.  Thaj  wore  nompilcd  from  his  TQlnminom  j»pe»,  and  from 
"  "  »B*t  diaries  "  of  his  dnughWr.  Madame  D'Arblay  was  agad  wben 
began  a  laak  hard  and  tediona  for  any  writerwthat  of  extracting  s 
nioiuoua  nuralite  from  journals  and  letters.  How  ntoid  errora  wh«B 
detail  Is  given  to  one  correspondent,  others  to  another?  Allaretroe, 
Um  decuh  omitted  are  often  those  which  bring  olJiem  inte  t^Anonx^ 
Pli^ST.vol.  i.,  Julya2,  ]778,  '  "SwetWQ.soV  «- 


Bays,  has  a.  very  uncommon  share  of  merit — "  Evelina."  She. 
aaya  she  has  not  been  so  entertained  this  great  while  as  in' 
reading  it ;  and  that  s!io  shall  go  all  over  London  to  diaoovei 
the  anthor.'  Do  you  broothe,  tny  dear  Fanny  P  '  Odd 
enough.!'  cned  Jfrs.  Tlirale;  "why,  somebody  else  mentioned 
that  book  to  me  t'other  day — Lady  Westcote,  it  was,  I  believe.; 
Tlio  modest  writer  of  "  Evelina,"  ehe  talked  about."  '  Mre. 
Cholmoiideiey  says,'  answered  the  Doctor,  '  that  she  never  be- 
fore met  BO  much  modesty  with  eo  much  merit  in  any  lite- 
rary produotion  of  the  kind  as  is  implied  by  the  concealment 
of  theaathor."'  J 

After  this  searcli  of  ours,  we  sweep  aside  the  agsertions  w 
thifl  "Quarterly  RoviEwor."  "Details  greatly  overcharged;" 
— "suppression  of  datea — we  soy  BnppreeHon  because  we  can- 
not attribnte  it  to  accidental  negligence; " — "studious  omiBBioi^ 
of  dates" — sncb  are  Ilia  amenities.  He  eaye  be  has  "always 
seen  and  heard  it  stated,  that  at  the  age  of  seventeen,"] 
Madame  D'Arblay  wrote  "Evelina."  Where  did  ho  see  it 
stated,  for  hearsay  does  not  count  i'  He  prints  no  proof 
(where  can  any  bo  found  P)  that  Madame  D'Arblay  ever  said, 
or  wrote,  that  she  was  only  seveuteen  when  she  wrote  "  Eve-! 
lino."  On  looking  with  care  through  all  she  wrote  which  is  in.' 
print,  we  find  but  one  passage  in  which  her  age  at  that  time 
ig  apiM'oaciied,'  and  in  that  she  disclaims  seventeen.  Else.- 
where  she  tells  us  that  she  burnt  lier  stories  and  scribblings- 
of  all  kinds  when  she  was  fifteen;  that  another  tale  rose  iuj 
her  mind  and  would  be  written ;  that  she  wrote  it  by  anatoheaJ 
in  a  closet  or  small  play-room  np  two  pairs  of  stairs,  carrying 

I  "  1  have  not  pretended  to  shew  Ibe  world  what  it  notually  is,  hlll^ 
what  it  c^cara  tn  a  girl  of  seventeen  i  and  aa  (tr  a&  ibat,  surely  any  gill 
who  is  past  liBventeea  may  safely  do."  Un  the  other  Land,  we  find  indi- 
rect cridctice  that  the  friends  she  had  made  by  her  book  did  know  haf 
age.  "  I  know,"  Eaid  Dr.  Johnson  in  17J9,  "noae  like  har,— nor  do  I 
beliaie  there  is,  or  there  ever  was,  a  man  who  conJd  write  ancU  a  book 
BO  yoang."  "I  Buppose,"  said  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  Pope  was  no  older  than 
Mtsi  Bumey  when  he  wrote  *  Windsor  Forest?  '"  Pope  was  Iwenty-five 
when  he  published  "  Windsor  Forest " — Mias  Bumey  twenty-fiyB  when  she 
published"  Evelina."  A  comparison  oftheirworkat  the  same  age  would 
atxnn  to  have  passed  through  the  minds  of  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Tbrnle  as 
thay  spoke,  and  this  conversation  whs  written  down  fav  Miss  Bumey  for 
her  faittily,  and  for  Mr.  Crisp,  who  knew  hsr  age.  In  January,  1779, 
Upb.  I'hrale  wrote  to  Miss  Burney  ;— "  Yuii  arc  twenty  odd  yeors  old. 
Had  I  aiii  pnsl  fhirty-sis." 


■n 


it,  panigraph  by  paragnt[)L,  iii  lier  mBmoPy  until  itbe  could 
tteal  tioie  to  pat  it  on  iiajjer.  By  Enatohes  itmaet  bavebeeu 
written,  forsbewas  under  the  eye  of  a  BtD]>motlier.  When  she 
was  not  copying  her  father'B  "  History  of  Music"  for  theprcBS, 
aho  sewed  all  tbe  morning.  Sbe  lived  amoug  very  sociable 
people ;  abe  kept  a  fall  diary,  and  wrote  long  lettera  to  her 
second  fatber,  Mr.  Crisp.  How  aba  had  found  time  to  writo 
"Bveliua"  at  all  was  hia  wonder.  She  never  bad  time  to 
read  it  to  her  Histor  Susan,  who  know  her  secret. 

ThoBff  who  have  written  a  work  of  imasiuation  alone  can 
[ell  how  it  grows ;  and  even  they  would  find  it  hard  to  toll. 
One  scene  prcBees  to  be  nrittea  :  another  mnst  be  wooed  to  be 
won.  This  passage  flashes  on  the  mind ;  others  must  be 
soagbt.  It  is  not  anlikely  Frances  was  telling  herself  this 
Btory  for  years  while  hemming  and  stitching.  An  expert 
might  say  Bome  pages  were  written  by  a  girl ;  others,  by  n 
young  woman.  Some  may  have  been  recast,  and  others  in- 
serted, dxiring  tliat  long  time  she  was  copying  her  first  rough 
scrawl.  It  is  probable  that  her  diary  from  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  five.and- twenty,  whioh  is  ntill  in  manuscript,  contains 
entries  which  would  confirm  or  disprove  our  conjectures,  Ae 
iiqaeetion  of  art,  it  seemfl  much  less  nnrprlsing  that  anyone 
rif  Dr.  Bnmey'H  danj;htPrR  flboiild  know  society  at  seventeen, 
(lian  that  a  youn;;  woman  of  five- and- twenty  should  write  of 
I  aeventeen  with  its  own  buoyancj'  BTid  freshness.  We  hold  it 
"B  be  the  better  book  if  Miss  Bnmey  wrote  it  all  at  four  or 
be-and -twenty,  thoagh  we  may  doubt  if  she  did. 
f  TTl6  spite  shown  in  full  in  that  rpview,  lurked  in  some 
)  to  Croker'a  "Boswell'a  Life  of  Johnson,"  which  came 
■I  in  1831,  two  years  earlier.  The  first  editioji  of  Croker's 
~  s  published  while  Madame  D"  Arlilay  was  pre- 

llip  her  "  Memoirs  of  Dr,  Burney  "  for  tiv-  press.  To 
\i&ve  given  Croker  materials  for  patching  his  provoking  book 
iTonld  have  been  to  deprive  her  owu  of  its  most  delight 
fill  passages,  or  at  least  to  forestall  them.  Nowhere  do  we 
Me  Bofiwell  as  she  has  shown  him.  At  Streatbam,  drawing  a 
T  behind  Dr.  Johnson  to  miss  not  a  word  he  said,  being 
aud  told  be  was  "a  Branghton,"  which  be  took 
jma  new  wild  beast  thereabouts;  at  Windsor, 
1  her  way  to  press  for  letters  for  hi» '"  "ooti^  tA 
Because  she  did  not  strip  hei  "  "Syiari"  <S  Sx*  -Wirfti^ 


a^  amnraimino  ^M 

iaterestiug  eketoheB,  a  be  w&s  thns  to  be  lashed  by  Orokei^ 
while  he  waited  foi-  the  time  when  be  might  reriew  her  bocdc 
vrith  afitill  more  comfortable  diBoharge  of  malice ' : — "  Prancea, 
aftonrardB  Madame  D'  Arblay,  born  in  July,  1752,  had  pnb- 
lished  '  Bveliuft,"  at  the  latter  end  of  Jaunary,  1778,  and 
'  Cecilia '  in  the  autumn  of  1782.  It  was  stated  and  believed 
that  she  was  ooly  gei'flwieen  when  ehe  Burprised  the  world  by  her 
'  Evelina ; '  it  now  ap|»ar3  that  ehe  was  near  ^en^-jsiien — an 
im]]ortaut  difference."  This  note  was  repeated  in  the  edition 
of  1848.  Croker  might  at  least  haye  doao  the  small  Bom  of 
MJBB  Barney's  age  more  correctly."  rraucea  Bnriiey  was  bom 
<m  the  I3th  of  June  (jiot  July)  1752.  old  style — that  Ib,  on 
the  25th  of  June,  new  style.  She  was  therefore  six  months 
short  of  sijt-and-twenty  wheu  her  first  book  was  publifihed. 
We  belieye  the  rumonr  to  have  arisen  in  part  from  her  being 
very  young-looking  for  her  age,'  in  part  from  the  desire  veT7 
common  among  uniiti aginative  readers  to  make  the  author 
out  to  be  his  or  her  own  hero  or  heroine. 

Croker  was  Bhamelcesinhis  impenitence.  In  his  last  edition 
of  Boswell  (even  after  Mooaulay  I )  he  added  an  offensive  note 
OB  this  paHsage  in  Boswell'a  test' : — "  May  15th,  1784.  Dr. 
JoLnaou  told  the  Eesei  Head  Club,  '  I  dined  yesterday  at 
Mrs.  Garriok's,  with  Mrs.  Carter,  Miss  Hannah  More,  and 
Fanny  Barney.      Three  sach  women  are  not  to  be  found.'  " 

"'Die  lettci'sof  these  three  Indies,  poathumously  publisbed,  bate  con- 
tinned,  aad,  indeed,  ini-reased  Ibe  reputation  of  Mrs.  Carter  and  Hannah 
More,  while  tliey  have  whally  exlingiiiahed  cLat  of  Madania  D' Arblay  { 
sat  this  indeed  bad  been  wiinlng  ever  sini^e  ber  two  firat  iioiels,  wliich, 
lever  as  bliey  were,  owed  d  great  deal  of  Ihair  extraordinary  BUfeesa  to 
lio  Btrnoge  misreiiresealations  that  had  been  eoinehow  made,  of  tho' 
intbca-'a  being  tea  years  yonnger  than  she  really  was." — Choker,  1847. 

Now  all  this  is  the  very  reveree  of  truth.    The  sober  reputfl- 

'  Crolier'B"BoBwairHLifeofJohnBon,"]848,  p.  73a,notea, 
'  "  Nobody  tiea  litrong;er  iii  dates  than  Mr.  ^by  ;    .    .     .    detail 
Has  Mr.  Rigby's  (brte ;    ...    it  was  Ihgught  no  one  uould  lasb  a 


.  nan  like  Higby.  Kii;iiy'E  Btateiueiits  were  aiTunged  witb  a.  fonnid- 
ible  array  of  dales  rarely  apcumtp."— "  Omi'wj;!^^." 

'  "  Dr.  Bnrney."  eried  Sheridnn,  (when  about  le  be  presented  lA- 
Vrejxtxi,)  "  have  yrju  no  older  duugbterB?  Can  ibia  possibly  be  tMJ 
latberess  of  'ErejiniL!'"  At  another  time,  Mm.  Cbominndeky  sai^' 
"  6Ir,  C — -  laid  a  wager  the  writer  was  a  man.     I  said  I  was  sure  ii  > 


Lof  Mra,  Carter,  the  fadedfame of  KiBsMoro,  are  lighted  Dp 
litis  by  the  brilliance  nf  Hoawell  aud  Burney  ;   and  that  ' 
\poBi  all. 
ft  jt  is  mai'kworthy  that  those  who  have  thrown  doubt  □: 
usy  of  Madame  D'Arblay  are  fiMind,  wheu  tested 
M.plVBtitl7<  to  he  theraHelvBB  what   the  French   politely 
Inexact."'      When  Dr.  Eouth  was  aekod  by  a  young 

1  parting  precept  which  might  be  of  ase  to  him 
fe,  "  Always  verify  citations  "  were  the  preciouB 
worda  vouohsafed  him.  Seldom  does  this  tnasim  mora  need 
:.i  bo  put  ill  practice  than  by  Ihose  who  consult  Oroker's 
Notes  on  JioBwell,"  or  tha  editor's  notes  and  comments 
III  the  ■' Oorrespondcnce  of  Mrs,  Delaiiy :"  the  latter  book,  of 
mall  value  in  projiortion  to  its  onmbroiiB  length,  is  of  some 
1150  in  throwingJight  on  the  novelists  ofthe  last  century.  The 
iiitobiography  of  Mrs.  Delany  shows  that  the  efforts  of  her 
[Amily  to  force  "Clarissa"  into  a  marriage  she  loathed  were  not 
niouBtrouB  in  impi"obabiiity ;  the  tedious  lettorsof  some  ofthe 
hae  ladies  contain  traits  which  are  com.mei:its  ou  "  ErelinEi." 
I  lie  Editor  is  herself  au  uneonacione  testimony  to  the  truth  to 
iiutare  of  what  had  before  seemad  to  us  ovprdrawn — the  family 
vanity  and  peevish  BUBCoptibility  of  Mr.  Delriio,  in  ■'  Cecilia.'" 
As  the  chargeB  brought  iu  this  book  against  Miss  litiruoy 
luu  ctmfused  audrambliug  to  be  treated  in  our  text, 
pose  to  dismiss  thorn  in  a  page  or  two  of  e|jilogiiii.' 
Abont  sis  months  after  the  pablication  of  "  Evelina," 
I   BoRiey  bad  the  happiness  of  hearing  Dr.  JohnBOU 

je.book  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  That  sprightly  lady  vied  with  Mrs, 
ptagn  ftir  tlie  queendom  of  the  wits.  That  she  should  havfe 
B  Hie  first  person  told  by  Dr.  Barney  that  "our  Fanny" 
■  tbo  author  of  ''  Evelina,"  the  first  to  tell  Mrs.  Montagu, 
Btomake  Miss  niiriwy  kiiowu  to  that  lady,  were?  greut.points 
fti  UBerttoD:  of  her  own  clairos  to  precedence.  Miss  Bnrney 
with  th(i  Tbrales  in  the  year  177S.  She  was 
b  them  again  from  Teliruary,  1779,  until  1780,  We  might 
Kshe  staid  with  Dr.  Johnsou  and  the  Thrales.  "  8ir,"  said 
0  Dr.  Barney,  fioiaing  Fanny's  hmids  to  detain  her,  "  I 
d  have  her  fiiwi^g  ooine !  and  ncvir  go !  "  To  thit 
isbip  we  owo  charming  pages  of  Dr.  Jobnaon's  gayest 


dop 
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"  talk,"  and  glimpses  of  a  genial  layer  of  his  cbsraoter,  nnseenj 
by  Boawell,  (though  ho  divined  it),'  utishown  by  Mrs.  Thfale,! 

In  the  note-book  of  Mrs.  Thrule  may  bt  foaud  oomplaintal 
thftt  Dr.  Suruey  liked  to  keep  his  hold  of  his  children  :  hih 
tonoh,  at  leiast,  was  light.  One  day  when  most  of  them  wsMfj 
for  once,  under  his  roof,  he  called  out,  in  his  joy  :  "  Offspring  H 
cftu  you  dance  ?  " 

He  and  his  daughter  most  likely  did  not  wish  it  to  bei 
thought  that  she  lived  with  Mrs,  Thrale  as  Dr.  Surney  had 
lived  with  Mr.  Qreyille.  There  are  certain  jottings  in 
"Tbvaliaua"  which  show  how  ueedlii!  it  was  for  Miasi 
Buruey  to  maiutain  the  "  dignity "  at  which  that  flippani 
little  peraou  aceered.  Mrs,  Thrale  displayed  "  the  inBoleneel 
af  wealth," '  in  her  complaints  that  Miaa  Buruey,  among] 
the  pleaaui-ea  of  Sath,  was  ungrateful  and  insolent  enongh 
to  pine,  while  in  her  company,  for  her  home  in  St.  Martin's! 
Lane.  Their  warm  friendship  of  five  years  was  abruptly 
broken  by  Mrs.  Thrale,  after  that  silly  aeooud  marriage^ 
which  is,  unhappily,  the  first  thing  named  wheu  she  fallflj 
under  the  pen.  Soma  have  said  there  was  needless  cen-j 
sure  on  the  part  of  her  friends,  and  harsh,  abtnipt  abandon-] 
meat.  They  forget  that  though  it  was  merely  foolish  td 
marry  the  inofl'ensive  Piozzi,'  it  was  criminal  to  forsake  foun 
daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  was   not  of  age,  in  order  bi 

'  Mb.  BoiiWELL.' — "  Madam,  you  must  giie  mc  some  of  yoor  cboiuJ 
little  notes  of  the  Doctor's ;  we  jiave  seen  him  long  enough  upon  bCIIUm 
I  want  to  show  him  In  a  new  light.  Gruve  Sam,  nnii  p-eat  Sam,  nnm 
solemn  Satn,  ami  learned  Sam,  all  these  lie  has  appeared  oier  and  othJ 
Now  1  want  to  entwine  a  wreath  of  the  Graces  aisvas  his  bran  ;  I  wauH 
bi  show  him  as  gay  Sam,  agreeable  Sam,  pleasant  Sam." — "  Diary  m 
Madame  -D'  Arblm/."  ^ 

'  "HfiShuwediiieto-nightliiHdrawmgrucim,  very  geutcully  fitted  Bp| 
and  said, 'Mrs.  Thrale  sneered,  when  I  talked  of  my  having  asked  you  BM 
Viinr  lady  lo  live  at  my  house.  I  wia  obliged  to  tell  her,  that  you  woan 
be  in  as  reEipeclable  a  aituatian  jii  my  house  as  in  hers.  Sij',  tlie  insM 
lenwj  of  wealth  wiE  creep  out.'  Boswku,. — '  .Slie  bos  a  little  both  tm 
the  insoleui'e  of  weaUh,  and  the  conueit  of  parts.'  Jouhbok.^'Tm 
intoleuceiiCwcalthisa  wretched  thing  ;  but  Ihe  ronrait  of  parts  bos  soma 
fbundHtian.'" — BoswoWi  "L^fe  of  Joiasvn"  1 

'  Pioxi^i  had  been  mads  known  to  the  TliruloB  through  Dr.  Bmrnen 
TTiis  must  have  been  an  increase  of  vexation  to  his  dnu^Ler  and  to  him* 
selE    "niough  Dr.  Bumey  was  sorry  to  lose  thepleMant  lodetyof  Stree' 
ham,  he  said:   "  No  one  could  blomn  Pioiii  lor  a«e[iting  a  gay,  rii 
tridotr.      Whai  could  a  man  do  better  f  " 
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many  their  siaging-moBter.  This  she  did.  Had  one  of 
iham  married  him.  what  woalii  she  have  said  ?  Her  fancy  for 
Piozzi  was  the  caprice  of  a  woman  who  found  herself  at  forty, 
for  the  first  time,  free  from  contronl.  Her  friends  shonld 
have  fouod  itamo  one  else  to  woo  her ;  not  argaed  with  a  little 
Mry,  on  whose  eyelids  juice  of"  Lore  in  f  dlenesa"  had  been  laid 
by  aoroe  sprite  of  whim.  She  was  no  "  Titania."  hgwerer,  bat 
when  chafed  could  show  herself  a  mei'e  Welah  fairy,  Fajriea 
are  said  to  be  "  a  dai-k  race,  of  low  ptature,  small  hnt  Tery 
Bpiteful."  According  to  Sir  Hugh  Evana,  "  Sei've  Got,  and 
FairieB  will  not  pinse  yon," '  The  long  and  virtnouB  Ufa 
of  Madame  D'Arblay  cannot  be  Bolliad  by  poathnmons  epirte 
of  venom.  The  poisoned  mnd  does  not  stick,  Mrs.  Thrale, 
BO  fer,  waa  Inoky  that  her  "  Bottom  "  was  a  quiet,  harmloea 
nun,  who  aaved  her  money,  and  bswamo  much  too  gouty  to 
tronble  her  with  the  fiddling  she  hated  in  her  heart. 

The  publication  of  "  BTelitia "  had  brought  Miss  Burney 
&me  and  fHenda,  but  only  twooby  pounds  in  money,  and  one 
copy  of  her  norel,  for  which  she  had  to  ask  twice.  Ten  pounds 
more,  and  ten  eets  of  her  book,  in  handsome  bindings,  sent  to 
liwtater,  were  all  she  ever  got  by  it,  Dr.  Bumey  and  Mr, 
Oriap  arged  her  to  write  while  her  powers  were  as  fresh  as  her 
fiune.  She  was  fearful  that  a  second  book  might  overthrow 
the  ury  fabric  of  that  litme.  It  had  risen  like  the  xialaee  of 
Aladdin,  and  might  so  depart.  When  Mr.  Crisp  told  her  that 
bat  far  the  money  heehould  think  it  her  best  policy  to  write  no 
nuu'e,  he  expressed  her  own  thoughts,'  She  withdrew  for 
pMwnt  ■  year  from  fine  di'easing,  and  from  visiting ;  from  Br. 
Anson  uid  the  Thrules,  to  write  her  aecoiid  novel,  which 

e  published  in  1782,  abont  four  years  and  a  half  after  "Eve- 
"  Cecilia  "  had  as  ample  a  success  aa  the  warmest  of  Miss 
lay's    friends    could   have   wished.       It   confirmed,    i 

jla&ed,  the  fame  of  the  writer.     Of  how  few  can  it  be  b 
r  praise  is  worth   naming  on  the  pa^e  that  talla  ^ 

"  Pinch  him,  fairias,  mnluaUyl  " — " Mtrri/  Witiaof  Wivdsor." 
"  Perpetual  drens,"  she  wrote  to  Mr,  Crisp,  "requires  perpetual  n 

...—jiabttient,  and  that  actually  otuupiea  almost  every  moment  I  npend  oi.. 

of  onnpiuay,     .     .     .     Fact!   facci    t  assure  yoa,  however  ]^ try, 
K  _..-  _, —  — : -^eivable  itmaysound.    Caps, bale, and  ribbons, make, 


o  venerable  appearance  uyon  paper,     .     ,    .    T'tusab'Waa' 
niUiners  must  either  (oil  for  themseW' 


iWea  w  sp  ta-s^Bta" 


und 
.1  re-  I 


the  prnJBe  of  Bnrke  »nd  of  Johnson  ?—Bnrke,  our  "  greateet 
I  eince  MiUon  ; " '  Borke  who  gave  praise,  as  a  king  should 
reward,  with  a  noble  esoees,  befitting  has  own  rank.  Barka 
spoke  to  Dr.  Johnson  and  to  Mias  Bnmey  of  ''  CeciliEb," 
noblest  terms  wliieh  oar  languafjie,  inits  highest  glory,  is 
capable  of  emitting."'  Burke  wrote  her  a  letter,  after  read- 
ing "Cecilia,"  which  ia  a  pattern  of  grand  praise. 

The  "fearfal  joy"  Praucea  Bumey  had  "Bnatehed"  be- 
tween the  publication  of  the  two  books  must,  in  the  winter  of 
1782,  have  been  secnre  and  complete  contentment.  ThoBe 
she  loved,  and  they  were  many,  were  bo  happy  in  her  happi- 
uesa  1  Her  proud  father,  nighb  after  night,  handed  her  to  hia 
coach,  to  visit  housea  in  which  she  waa  welcomed  as  the  chi^ 
gnest  of  the  asBembly,  5e  heard  her  receire  tiie  compliments 
of  brilliant  companies  in  a  brilliant  and  compact  London. 
He  called  thcin  "bouqnota  of  uaoommon  fragrance"  when 
offered  by  such  men  as  Mason  and  Horace  Walpole, 
"  old  wits,"  Owen  Canibridge  and  Soamo  Jonyna,  wiio 
on  wreaths  won  before  1750.  Wo  think  that  Macaulay 
thought  justly  when  he  wrote,  '■  If  she  recorded  « '  ' 
diligence  all  the  compliments,  delicate  and  coarse,  wbich  she 
heard  wherever  she  turned,  she  I'ecorded  them  for  the  eyes  of 
two  or  three  persons  who  had  loved  her  from  infancy,  who 
had  loved  her  in  obscurity,  and  to  whom  hor  fame  gave  the 
purest  and  most  exquisite  delight,  Hothing  c 
unjust  tlian  to  coufound  these  outpourings  of  a  kind  heart, 
sure  of  perfect  sympathy,  with  the  egotism  of  a  blue-st«ckiiig 
who  prates  to  all  who  come  near  her  ahniit  her  own  novel,  o; 
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The  quality  of  egotism  depends  ao  very  much  on  who  is 
According  to  that  it  is  wearisome,  or  tolerable ;  pleasan  t — nay 
delightful.  On  the  keenness  of  a  reader'e  own  interest  iti  the 
hiatory  of  letters  and  manners  depends  his  finding  the"  Jliary" 
of  Madame  D'Arblay  tedious  or  entertaining.  As  for  ego- 
tism ! — oh,  reader !    do  remember  that  you  c 


yourself  in  her  place,  uuleea  y 
Not  of  you  has  Burke 
equal  to  a  thousand  of  othora  ! 

'  MnraKlny. 

"  '■"■  t  Miss  .M> 


I  fanoy  almost  equal  ti 
aid  that, ''  Oiie  lio()k  of  hers 
Nor  Joliiison  that,  "  Eich- 

ssembly.     Dr.  Jolinsun  uilJ  Dr. 
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Itdeou  would  huvc  been  afraid  of  you,  and  Hftrry  Fielding, 
po."  Not  for  )-ciur  liook  waa  Sir  JoBhua  Reytiolda  fed  while 
pding,that  he  might  not  quit  it,  nor  did  baCti  he  and  Biirke 
|t  np  all  night  to  learu  how  it  etided.  Not  yon  did  Soatne 
Bnyiia  sue  to  meet,  and  at  aeveiity-eight  put  on  a  conrt-suit 
r»prioot-G(il<niredsTlk,  lined  with  white  aatiii,  that  he  might  be 
jircaented  to  you  in  a  wortliy  manner ;  while  the  Thrales  and 
Mrs.  lloiitagn,  Wrp.  Gnrrick  and  Misa  More,  Mrs.  Carter  and 
Urs.  Ohapoue  rose  and  atood  to  llEten  to  his  comptimentai  nor 
Mted  themsalTeB  antil  yon  had  been  seated  in  a  placQ  of  hononr. 
■  "O,  Fanny  1"  wrote  her  kind  Mr.  Crisp,  ovou  before  the 
iblication  of "  Cecilia,"  "  set  this  down  as  the  happiest  period 
f  joat  life  :  and  when  you  come  to  be  old  and  sick,  and 
Mltb  and  spirits  aro  fled,  (for  this  may  come,)  theu  live 
n.  remembrance,  and  thiiik  that  yon  have  heul  yoar  shafe 
p.tha  good  thinj^s,  and  say. — .'  For  what  I  have  received,  th« 

d  make  me  thankful  1 ' " 
^■Mo  wonder  the  heart  of  tfranccH  failed  when  she  was  called 
1  ly  B  foud  father  to  gire  up  all  this,  and  al!  these,  to  be 
iBtered  at  Windsor.  Into  this  great  mistake  she  was  led 
L  178().  Mr.  Crisp  aud  Dr.  Johnsoti  were  gone.  They 
□light  have  seen  through  the  semhltttice  of  honour  and  profit 
which  misled  not  merely  Ur.  Barney  and  hia  family,  but  men 
wid  women  of  letters  aud  the  public;  a  vague  uotion  took 
Did  of  all.  that  somethiug  Augustan  was  abont  to  begin  at 
■indsor,  when  Misa  Bunioy  waa  made  Keeper  of  the  Robes,' 
u  odd  way  of  rewarding  merit  in  literature,  to  give 
I  favoured  author  a  plaoe  which  left  her  no  leisure  for 
pting.  Bbe  might  have  earned  all  the  money  Qufso  Char- 
p  paid  her,  by  two  novels  written  in  the  Ave  years 
»  lost  Bt  Wiodeor.  There  siie  did  what  she  disliked,  all 
my  laug.  Bhe  bad  uever  cared  for  flue  clothes.  It  may  be 
iioed  that  she  never  bat  once  describes  the  dress  of  any  of 
r  faoroinea.  Theu  it  is  to  show  the  sorrow  and  danger  of 
"  without  certain  msBna  of  paying  for  it.  In 
b,.aiia  seldom  speaks  of  ladies'  dresB  except  as  a  source  of 

■.  fiurki;  H.iil  Dt.  BHrney  in   1791,  "  He  "  (Burke), -iliaii  nBv»r 
_.ore  mietiiheii  in  lil.s  life.     ITo  thought  iAk  Queen  bud  no v^  tie- 
.illrfo"'&niial>Iy,orshHWii  more  gaoA  aeint  than  In  uppolnling  Hi 
tl^y  bt  her  at^rvKe ;  but  wlint  a  scrvica  it  had  Uiinp>.\  uo!.\  «.  ■;r«&' 
--    -  'ocuoipjinionM.Mrs.  SctweWeobetft'." 


J 


)  made  her 
Bide  of  the 
1  very  cold 
>  bub  nhen 


fatigue  aud  expense.  "  Toilette,"'  she  says,  should  be  written 
without  the  "  ette."  When  free  from  life  ai  Oourt,  it  has  been 
said  that,  "  ehe  changed  her  lodgiugs  oftener  than  her  gown." 
She  bad  beeidos,  no  holidays,  few  calls  of  friends,  only  six 
weeks  iu  the  year  in  Loudon,  aud  those  the  six  weeks  of 
Lenbl  She  waa  tied  to  uii  old  woman,  who  was  a  mere  child 
understanding,  knowledge,  and  manners;  who  thought  it 
iiitable  way  of  showing  her  displeasure  to  offer  no  dinner 
to  Miss  Buruey  when  she  carved  for  others  ;  wli 
ill  by  not  letting  her  shut  the  window  oil  her  own 
h  in  which  they  took  their  droary  airings  ii 
weather ;  "  who  never  wished  to  hoar  iier  voii 
they  were  alone,  and  who  never  was  In  a  good  humour  if  it 
stopped  then;"  who,  civilly,  reniarked  beforu  Miss  Buruey 
when  a  gputleiiiaii  ofTered  to  read  to  them,  "  I  won't  have 
nothing  what  you  call  novels, — what  you  call  romances, — 
what  yen  call  Listories, — I  might  not  read  such  what  you 
call  stuff — not  I !  "  'I'his  illiterate  and  ill-bred  Mrs.  Schwel- 
lenherg,  who  threatened  her  servants  (English  servants), 
■vith  eiile,  when  they  made  her  wait  for  her  coach,  treated 
the  best-known  writer  of  the  day  as  a  person  who  had  been 
hired  to  play  at  cards  with  her  when  she  was  not  lacing  aud 
unlacing  the  Queen's  stays.  No  wonder  Miss  Buruey  wrote 
'u  1789,  "'A  lassitude  of  existence  creeps  setisilily  upon  me," 
After  five  years  of  irksoiae  toil,  which  lowered  her  health  and 
spirits.  Miss  Burney  crept  out  of  the  Queen's  service,  in  n 
state  which  it  needed  long  nursing  and  travelling  to  improvo. 
'as  some  time  before  she  was  well  enough  to  enjoy  her 
return  to  freedom.  She  was  a^ucrded  a  paltry  hundred  a 
ir,  dependent  on  the  royal  pleasure.  At  the  time  when 
i  had  her  full  pittauce  of  two  hundred  pounds  yearly, 
Boswell  had  said  to  her,  "  Why  1  woidd  farm  yoa  out  myself 
for  double,  or  treble,  the  money.  I  wish  1  had  the  regulation 
of  snch  a  farm  j "  Tet  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  the  memory 
of  Queen  Ghai'lntte  to  load  it  with  the  reproach  that  this  poor 
pension  was  ever  stopped,  as  some  rumour,  as  incorrect  aa 
the  report  that  Dr.  Johnson  revised  "  Cecilia,"  has  led  Mr. 
AnguBtos  Hare  to  believe,'  On  it  she  married  two  years 
later.     It  was  alt  she  had,  except  what  was  brought  ia  by 


'  See  Epilogue,  p.  i. 


tod  her  husband,  the  Chevalier  D'Arblay,' 
Hhrng  at  all :  bis  paj  having  been  stopped,  aad  his  prt 
perty  seized  and  sold  by  the  Oonvention  in  Prance,  He  was 
hioky  to  bavo  his  life,  for  he  was  on  guard  at  the  Tuileries 
the  night  the  King  and  Qneen  escaped  to  Vafennes,  Their 
plan  had  been  kept  from  him.  Ho  felt  it  unworthy  of  the 
King  to  leave  him  and  his  men  to  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

Ur.  Bnrney  thought  fhii  romance  by  far  the  worst  hta 
Fnauj-  had  ever  snbmitted  to  him  for  approval.  It  aeema  so 
hard  to  have  to  toll  that  the  lovera  were  both  over  forty, 
lufectiouH  ailments,  such  as  whooping-cough,  iove,  and 
moasles,  are  much  worae  when  caught  in  middle-life.  This  case 
J  bad  that  Dr,  Burney,  after  some  delay,  sent  Captain 
■ney,  as  hia  proxy,  to  give  hia  sister  Fanny  to  the  French- 
■  a  Mickleham  Charch.  Aleiandre  D'Arblay,  '■  a  cheva- 
t  by  birth,  by  his  order  (of  St.  Louis),  and  by  character," 
1  amiable,  sensible,  and  honourable  man,  who  dug  his 
garden,  and  pruned  his  trees,  while  waiting  for  better  times. 
The  priM  of  food  rose,  and  tases  wore  trebled  during  the 
eight  years  this  pair  lived  happily  in  England.  A  son,  their 
~f  child,  was  bom  in  1794.  With  care  for  him  on  her  mind, 
LB  D'Arblay  wroteher  third  oorel,"  Camilla,"  which  was 
UiBbed  in  1796.  The  cost  of  printing  it  was  paid  out  of  money 
1  by  eubscHption  of  a  guinea  fbr  each  copy.  Ladies, 
d  of  booksellei-H,  kept  her  bnokH,  according  to  a  BQggC ''~ 
|(  made  long  iicfore,  by  Bnrke.''     Over  eleven  handi-eil'jj 

l<  tienerHl  D'Arblay  was  boiii  at  Joignj,  qear  TariH.  Ha 
arly  the  samo  age  tu  his  wife.  He  RerTGd  in  tlio  French  Artillery 
rroni  thirteen  yfiRrs  of  age.  Ha  waa  in  the  Regiment  of  the  Comic  de 
NarbooDB,  who  was,  ibr  a  brief  time,  War-Miniator  of  Loiiia  XVL 
General  D'Arblay  hud  been  on  the  Wnr-Comniitlee,  Adjutant-General 
— VIa  Fayette,  and  Commandant  of  longwy.  In  1 792,  he  was  matf^ — 
Tbr&lhal  do  Camp,"  by  Louis  XVI. 
pB  th]-ii:e  refused  liigh  commandH,  (among  fhem  the  gnvei 
bonrg),  oflnred  him  by  Napoleon,  who  wished  In  draw  I 
M  BB  ha  had  drawn  his  most  intimate  fciend,  Narbonna. 
t  thu  ratnm  of  Loaia  XVIII.,  he  was  realcirpd  to  his  rank,  and 
I  an  ofRcer  of  Che  King's  Boity-Giiard  at  the  Taileries.  The  King 
d  bim  "Comtfl,"  a  title  he  aever  used  except  when  on  a  mission. 
i  Knight  tif  St.  Lonis,  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  and  of  the 
jr  of  Kdelity, — a  Bourbon  order.  Some  of  his  verses  may  bo 
it  in  old  "  Almanoi'hs  ties  Musea."  He  diei\  al,1&a.fti,^(lK3 'i,\*>^a. 
wprel'ip  I>iwnger-Duclieiisoi'litmt«.ev,'*fa*.v»fl«««'«. 
.l/rs.  L,.cli. 


tba  beat  names  in  tbe  Eiiglaad  of  that  day,  are  on  t1ia.t  grand 
HubBoriptioD-iiat.  There  are  those  of  the  anthor's  peers,  old 
and  young;  of  Harriet  and  Sophia  Lee,  uf  Mrs.  Barbauld, 
MiB.  Chapone  and  Hannah  More,  Mrs.  Oarler  and  Mra.  Mon- 
tagu ;  of  Amelia  Aiderson,  afterwards  Opie ;  of  Mary  Berry 
and  Maria  Bdgeworth,  One  sabBcriber  must  have  a  aentenoe 
tiO  herself-^"  Mi Ba  J.  AnBten,  Steventon  Rectory."  It  was, 
perhaps,  the  first  time  that  honoured  name  was  seen  in  print. 
Ijet  us  fiiiiey  the  Jane  AnBten  of  twenty  looking  at  her  own 
name,  in  herown  oopy,  of"  Camilla,"  with  the  feelinj^a  of  won- 
der and  delight  with  which  "  Fanny  Price"  viewed  her  own 
daring  subscription  to  a  Portsmouth  ciroulating  library.' 

It  has  been  said  that  to  have  counted  Dr.  Burney's  acquain- 
taoces  and  frieuds  would  have  been  to  oihaust  the  "  Norfolk 
Directory,''  the  "  Court  Caipodar,"  tho  artists  in  all  ways,  tiie 
lists  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  of  Johnson's  Clnb  ;  eyen  so  is 
it  with  his  daughter's  BnbBcription-liat. 

Thero  meet,  in  concord,  Edmund  Burke  and  Warren  Haat- 
inga.  When  Hnetinga  heard  of  this  new  book,  he  gave  a  great 
jump,  and  exclaimed,  ■'  Well,  then,  now  I  can  serve  her,  thank 
Heaven,  aud  I  will !  I  will  write  to  Anderaon  to  engage 
Scotland,  and  I  will  attack  the  Bast  Indies  myaolf !  " 

If  three  co-heireases,  the  Misses  Thrale,  for  the  sake  of  old 
days  at  Streatham,  order  ten  Bets  of  "  Camilla,"  tbe  princely 
Burke  Bends  twenty  guineas,  asking  (inty  for  one  copy;  anbaaribing 
not  only  for  his  wife  and  himself,  but,  by  a  delicate  feint,  fbr  hia 
dead  brother,  and  for  the  son  whoae  death  laid  him  low. 

The  Qneen  gives  her  highest  proof  of  confidence  iu  tbe  oor. 
rect  priuoipleB  of  the  writer.  She  allows  the  three  elder  prin- 
oosaea,  aged  thirfy,  twenty-eight,  and  twenty-aix,  to  read 
"Camilla,"  without  looking  tbroagh  it  herself  to  Bee  if  it  were 
(it  for  the  reading  of  tender  maidens,'  Within  three  months 
3,500  poiiiea  of  "  Camilla"  were  sold;   the  rate  of  sale  wasone- 

'  In  "JyaosfieliJ  Piirk." 

'  Mies  Burney  must  lukve  been  very  popiilur  iu  li^  royal  householil. 
Most  of  her  oolteagues  ara  on  tlie  list  Even  Mrs.  Scbwollenberg  is  there, 
hpsidas  the  sleepy  eqaturriro  who  routed  her  rage.  Perhaps  llie  bu-k 
of"  Cerhfrai'  (as  Miss  Burney  called  Mrs.  ScUwellenburg,)  was  woma 
ibuii  her  bile.  She  said, "  tho  iBamar  bin  reully  aRribblo,"  She  wishwl 
MisB  Blimey  In  vax^t  the  Queun's  offer  af  licr  own  place  whenvncantby 
reUreinenl  or  lieath,—"  A  mitrk  of  favour  aiul  <»uS(teDce  whiuh,"  Mim 
BiiFovj,-  adds,  "I  hail  not  expBoted." 


DrntopccTToic. 


I  more  rapid  thau  that  of  the  sale  of  "  Cecilia ;  "  yet 
"  hut"  this  time.  It  was  seen  there  waa  a  fiilliog- 
imter'e  Bkiil. 

fer  brother  Oharies  told  her  not  to  mind  tlie  critica,  alnce 
iT  every  one  bought  the  book !  her  family  pud  Meiida 
B  to  "  Oainilla"  lojally^an  did  her  admirers  at  a  diBtance. 
I  into  the  month  of  a  dall  and  coarse  undergraduate  that 
V  Aneten  pnta  a  condcmtiation  of  ''  Oamilla,"  ' 
lith  the  money  gained  iiy  this  book,  General  D'Arblay 
i'  a  cottage  close  by  Norbnry  Park,  the  seat  of  the 
:  with  that  amiable  and  accomplished  family  Madame 
Iblay  had  a  close  friendship  lasting  for  tifb.  The 
iblaye  lived  in  "  Camilla  Cottage,"  in  quiet,  only  broken 
be  early  death  of  Suaftn,  that  dearest  sister,  for  whom 
ly  had  written  her  jonrnala,  which  were  iierer  again  to  be 
lOfally.  Towards  the  and  of  1801,  General  D'Arblay,  who 
Qore  than  once  tried  for  employmont  aa  an  officer,  went 
ng,  to  gather  what  might  bo  left  unBwaed  of  his  property, 
to  claim  his  arrears  of  pay.  As  he  would  not  serve  against 
6Hutry  of  his  wife  and  child,  he  Beema  to  bave  got  little 
1  his  half-pay  of  aixty-two  pounda  a  year ;  and  after 
'time,  a  post  in  the  Civil  Department  of  Oonatrnotioii  oF 
C  Baildingg.  General  D'Arblay  was  not  a  maa  to  tmst 
ion,  or  the  pen,  of  hifi  wife  while  he  could  find  work  to 
He  urged  her  to  join  him  in  France,  putting  befoifl 
heprecraione  nature  of  their  main  resource  :'  this  "matiij 
'*  must,  we  think,  have  been  the  Qaeen's  hundrei^ 
It  ia  unpleasant   to  observe  how  very  fearful 


.tlieM^H 
-off  ifl^^ 


MadBme  D'Arblay's  mnvrlngp.  b 

kbouC  ber  pension.   2.  ItlsaglimpseofD'Arblay,  whowroia 

t  to  make  ua  tviih  to  re&il  moro  of  lii&  letter*  :— "  Ma  bonno 

impoBBible  <le  nous  disaimnliT  qne  dcpais  plueienre  ann^es 

11  vfcn,  mttlgr^  UiulB  nuire  feonomia,  qoe  par  le  moycil  de 

pii  sont  ou  fipoiafeB  ou  bien  pretea  &  Tfilre.     Lu  plus  grande 

Ida  notre  revenu  ii'cst  rien  momg  qq'ossnrSe,  ct  cepeu'fiiiil  que 

nsa  u  «]Ie  vonait  i,  nrnis  mamjaer  7  La  momte  de  ce  sent 

lis  qUftja  snis  prapre  h  quelque  chose,  il  est  de  mon  darafr, 

f^oomine  p6ie,de  latherdBltrorpBrtidciczrconHttiiicespoi 

" 'H  Mt  possible,  lino  Tieillesse  totaJsmmt  independatiM 

D'ARBLAr.PariB  l,ii  Dccem\»!i^,»R\. 


i 


1 


Madame  D'Arblay  that  the  royal  favour  she  had  won  by  ^^ 
moh  toil  and  Buffering  should  cease  to  be  hei's.  Not  m 
would  ahe  have  felt  had  her  dealiiigs  been  with  JohnBon,  ai 
irith  Bnrke  ! '  I'ortifled  by  tho  Queen's  sanction,  and  Bolemn 
opinion  that  a  wife  shoald  follow  her  husband,  (even  if  he 
were  a  Frenchman  I)  Mftdanio  IT  Arblay  went  to  Paris  dnring 
"  the  short  pence." 

It  was  to  be  for  a  year  :  she  was  kept  over  ten !  She  found 
her  hnabtiud'B  family  like  so  many  more  Burneys;  eiie  lived  in 
the  very  best  company  in  Paris,  as  she  had  done  in  London  ; ' 
fieneral  D'Arblay  never  gave  her  any  greater  cause  for  uneoBi- 

us  than  being  out  of  her  sight  at  his  office,  but  she  was  lost, 
to  literature ;  she  was  lost,  besides,  to  letters,^  (in  the  lower 
meaning  of  the  word,)  to  the  letters  which  come  and  go  by 
post.  There  was  no  certwnty  that  any  she  wrote  would  reach 
her  father,  or  her  friends.  Her  father  in  his  fear.forbade  her  to 
write  to  hiro  at  all.  She  did  not  dare  to  keep  a  journal — papers 
roight  be  aeiaed  at  any  time.  The  Ooraican  bore  no  comments 
I  his  deeds.  What  we  have  lost  may  be  seen  by  what  she 
wrote  when  free :  by  her  sketches  of  linonaparte,  in  1505,  as 
First  Consul,  at  the  Tuileriea  ;  of  the  torpor  of  Paris  when 
news  came  of  his  escape  from  Elba ;  of  the  flight  of  the 
French  Boyalists  to  Ghent,  and  to  Brussels  ;  of  the  panic  at 
Brussels  when  thci'e  was  a  wild  ramour  that  Waterloo  was 
an  English  defeat.  In  Anguat  1812,  she  fled  to  England  with 
"ler  son,  while  Buonaparte  was  on  his  Russian  cam]jaigii. 

The  youth  waa  near  the  ago  when  he  would  have  been  made 
into  a  Frenoh  soldier  had  he  staid.  She  found  her  father 
aged  and  broken  ;  aho  soothed  and  cheered  tho  last  days  of  a 
man  who  was  tailed  "  admirable  "  by  tJie  ■piaaa  Bishop  Jebb, 

'  Sm  Epilogue,  p.  1. 

'  "'I'he  anciaty  in  which  I  mix  ...  is  all  thttOiDbevrliihed,  whether 
IT  wit,  wisiIoDi,  tnlelligonce,  gB,iety,  or  politenesa." — Maiuhe  lyARBUiT 
oDr.  BtRNEr,  May  I,  IBIO. 
^  "  fioF  liHve  1  Gver  lieani  whether  the  last  six  loiters  I  have  wvitttMi, 
(to  Dr.  Burney.)  have  us  yet  been  received.  Tno  ot'tbem  were  antiques 
chat  h»d  waited  thi'ee  ur  tburyearBatnoeopportnnitj:  .  .  .  thetwoliisl 
sere  to  reach  you  through  a  voyage  by  America."— Madame  D'AastAi 
ro  Dr.  Bdkssi. 

(This  leller,  begun  on  the  I6II1  S<i)l«niher,  1807,  missed  it's  thance  of 
bein^  KM,  Hnd  was  finished  on  the  ■ils\,  of  August,  1808.  Dr.  Burney 
eabareieveitiidoaiytBaiMBrsitaai  his  <litiightor  in  iu  many  years,) 


nwtfowwwiw. 
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pc  dictl  ill  lipr  arms  ou  the  uigbt  uf  tLe  geijeriil  illinniuatiou 
luccesB  of  the  allies  in  1814.  We  feel  her  paaga  of 
IBcertaxnty!  she  dreaded  that  lie  died  doubting  the  truth  of 
;ood  news  aha  tried  to  tell  him,  of  the  overthrow  of  a 
r  of  evil,  of  the  relief  of  Europe,  of  the  retaru  of  peace. 
Dr.  Barney  had  a  hapjiy  life  at  home  and  abroad.  Tha 
Palegaace  of  hia  manners,"  which  was  inherited  by  Madame 
P'Arblay,  made  him  so  welcome  at  great  houses,  that  it  is 
Hrange   he   shotild  hare    had   little   of   State    patronage   or 

until  be  was  eijrhty. 
[  At  Walmer,  Mr.Pitt  Jieard  him  play. and  listened  with  atteii- 
B  politeneBB.  "  Hewas  as  obliging,"  wrote  Dr.  Biirney,"as 
i  Xhad  had  half-a-dozeu  Boroagts  at  my  devotion,  but  be 
(Sither  knows  nor  cares  one  fartbinj;  for  flutes  or  fiddles," 
'.  Bnniey  waa  much  more  of  a  Tory  than  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  it 
1  been  left  to  the  jjenerous  Barke  to  give  Dr.  Biiruey 
t  was  in  hia  power — the  poor  place  of  oi'gaiiiat  at 
i  Hoepitftl,  two  days  before  ho  ieft  office'  for  the  laxt 
It  waa  left  to  Charlae  Pox,  when  he  took  offioo,'  on  the 
jftth  of  Pitt,  to  give  Dr.  Burney  £300  o  year  for  life  at  the 
jhWeaty  of  Mrs.  Crewe  and  Mr.  Windham. 
I  It  would  appear  that  so  far  back  as  the  month  of  December, 
"Sll,  Madame  D'Arblay  was  feeling  the  way  towards  bringing 

Kit  her  fourth,  and  lost,  novel,  "  The  Wanderer,"  which  was 

not  published  until  1914.     There  was  the  "  astoBiabing  ielal " 

about  this  book,  that  the  whole  editioa  was  bespoken  before  it 

]  published.     That  graceless  Byron,  (who  did  not  respect 

o  many  things  or  people  !)  felt  as  if  strawberry -leaves  were 

Lded  to  his  coranet,  when  a  publisher  said  he  should  look 

Irer  a  novel  by  a  lady  whose  writings  Dr.  Johnson  had  once 

We  do  not  suppose  Byron  ever  saw  it,  as  only 


>  In  1783.  '  In  li-Ofi. 

»  Letter  78,    "ToMb,  Harhebs,  ilcc.  b,  Imii. 

"  .  .  .  ,  Mj  bonkaeller  Cawthorne,  has  jUBt  Isfl  mo,  and  i<?lln 
B,  iritl)  amostimporttknC  face,  that  bo  is  in  treaty  for  a  novol  nf  Mnilmnb 
'Utlay*!  tor  vrhich  1,000  guineas  are  asked  I  Up  wants  me  b'roxl  the 
i.  (if  h«  obtaitls  it),  which  I  uliidl  rio  wiUi  plensurD ;  but  I  eIiduIi!  be 
~  MOtinusinvEtiluringBDiipLmDUon  lier  wliese'  Ceuilia'  Dr.  Johnaon 
iaxeoitA.  If  he  ieuds  it  to  me,  I  sIidII  put  ii  into  the  liands  of 
■8  utd  Moore,  who  itre  truly  mi-n  of  toste," 

n  this  letwr,  Moore  corcscia  a.  tmiiQiii  \ie\vsse4  fiwt^Vi 


three  of  it's  five  volumaB  were  finished  when  Madsane  D'Arbl^ 


caoaped  to  Englaud  in  1812. 
at  two  guineas  for  each  Bet,  ' 
n-as  ail  ntter  failnrf.      We  ar 
that  book  agaiu ! 

Madame  D'  Arblny  had  bar 
bj  peace.      Her  huHbaad  wa 


glad  il 


The  Wandere*'  ■■ 
month  a — yet  /( 
our  duty  to  read 


part  iLi  the  good  things  brought 
s  restorad  to  his  fall  rauk  and 
jiay.  By  desire  of  Queen  Charlotte,  she  was  presented  totht 
last  DauphiiicBs  of  Franco,  the  Dochess  D' Augonlcme,  and 
the  Kitig,  Louis  XVIEI.  The  King  told  hor  iu  imy  pretty 
English  "that  ho  hadheencharmedby  her  books,  and  bad  read 
tham  often."  He  bade  her  good-bye  in  French,  with '■JBotyoMtr, 
Madmi^e  la,  Oomteese."  If  ehe  bad  cared  fur  a  brand-new  title, 
she  Blight  have  talcen  it. 

After  tlie  sooond  Eestoration  of  Louis  XVCII.,  General 
D'Arbiay  withdrew  from  a  eervioe  which  he  found  too  severe 
after  twenty  years  of  rest.  He  died  at  Bath,  iu  1818,  Bome 
mouths  before  his  sou  was  ordained  a  deacon  of  the  Ohurch  of 
Eug]ani3.  His  widow  lived  afterwards  at  11,  Bolton  Street, 
Piccadilly,  among  a  few  friends  and  kinsfolk,  arranging  Uie 
masH  of  papers  left  her  by  Dr.  Buruey,  her  owa  joiiraala  and 
those  of  ber  aister  i^nsau.  Out  of  them  she  constmoted 
the  "  Meiaoire  of  Di:  Bnrney,"  pnbliahed  i[i  1832.  Thia 
book  was  spoilt  by  the  bad  style  she  had  oontracted  after 
the  publication  of  "  Cecilia;  "  yet  Bishop  Jobb  wrote  to  her, 
that,  "  Much  as  wg  already  know  of  tlio  last  age,  yon  have 
brought  many  f^cunes  of  it,  not  less  animated  than  new, 
graphically  before  our  eyes,  whilst  I  now  seem  familiar  with 
many  departed  worthies  who  were  not  before  known  to  me, 
eveu  EO  much  as  by  name.'' 

leu.     Dt.  Johnson  oevar  aaw 
'obefora  publii 
BUlinirpaa,  us  I  uiidenilii,nd,sent  tlipea  iTipiostn  the  throe  j 
the  host  claim  to  Iheiu, — her  fathiT,  Mrs,  TiiniJe,  anil  I)r.  JohnBODj" 
Letter  Hi>.     "  To  Ma.  Houoaos.  Zioc.  12,  1811. 

'■     .      .     Cawthorne  talks  of  Iwiug  in  treuty  for  a,  Dorel  of  MadMOe- 
D'Arbla}''»,  and  if  he  obtsinaicCBt  1500  gx.  I !)  wishes  ma  to  see  the 
MS.     Thia  I  ahould  road  with  plciuiire, — oat  that  I  ahonld  ever  dare  I 
ventiiW  a  oritidfliQ  on  her  wboao  writings  Dr.  Johnsonc 
Tor  tiM  pleaatue  of  the  tiling.      If  my  worlJiy  pubiiafaer  wonted  i 
opinion,  I  should  send  the  MS.  to  Riigere  snd   Moore      "  "  " 
m£re  to  truv  tMgte     .     .     .       ' — Moorifs  "  Life  of  Bj/ron' 


■p 


SouCbiay,  too,  wrote  tolier  son:  ■' '  Evelina'  did  uot  give  me 
more  pkasiire  wlieii  I  was  a  schoolboy,  than  these  '  MemiiirK ' 
l]tivo  given  uie  now,  and  tbis  is  aajiiig  a  great  doai.  Eicopt 
Boawell's,  there  is  no  other  work  iu  our  language  wliicli 
carrier  ae  into  such  soaioty,  and  makes  ua  fanay  that  we  are 
acqua,iiited  ffith  the  pertiOuB  to  whom  wo  are  there  iiitro. 
duced," 

111  18^7  she  had  the  great  grief  of  losing  her  aoii,'  who  bod 
just  I'oceived  preferment,  and  was  about  to  marry.  She 
ootlived  him  three  years,  dying  iii  London  on  the  6tli  of 
January— a  day  ahe  had  kept  for  forty  years,  in  memory  of 
the  death  of  her  sister  SuEaii.  She  was  buried  in  the  church- 
yard of  Walcot,  near  Bath,  hy  the  aide  of  her  husband,  and 
of  this  their  dear  and  only  son. 

Little  can  be  added  to  what  this  clever  Suaan  Bumoy,  when 
scarcely  fourtoeo,  wrote  of  her  elder  sister ;— "  The  character- 
istioB  of  Fanny  seem  to  be  sense,  aensibility,  baBhfnlneBa,  and 
even  a  degree  of  [iraderj-.  Her  uaderstaading  13  superior." 
The  "  scruples,"  •'  punctilios,"  and  "  refiuementa  "  of  delicacy, 
which  catch  your  eye  as  yoa  torn  Miae  Burney'a  pngea,  were 
in  her  cliaraeter  before  they  were  in  her  hooka.  Mr.  Crisp 
aaid  ahe  had  "a  tender  aud  delicate  frame  of  iniud,"  Her 
friends  admired  her  ■'  timid  intelligence,"  and  "  drrtoping  aen- 
sibility,"  wbeu  they  did  not  see  them  cause  ber  too  much  auf- 
feriu^.      Such  was  the  fair  ideal  of  the  fumale  character. 

"Sophy  Western,"  and  "Amdia,"  were  charming  girls,  buta 
little  too  hearty  for  the  taste  of  that  time;  they  are  eharm- 
ii]g  womtu  now, — for  all  time ;  bnl  "  BveVioa,"aiid"  Cecilia," 
werO  yODtijj;  ladies  of  bo  muoh  "doUoaoy  of  sentiment,"  that 
we  nlQSt  needs  pause  now-aiid-tlieii,  to  ask  whether  their 
seneihiliCy  was  sensible,  or  whethpr,  as  in  the  opinion 
of  a  North  Country  lady,  "they  wanted  a  good  shaking:" 
10  scatter  their  '"  vaponra,"  we  presume.  They  sometimes 
yirry  the  sensibility  of  Clarissa,  ClemenLiua,  and  Harriet 
ityrtiu,  to  what  we  may  call  an  ■'  effeminatfi  "  cicuas ;  for  that 
1&.  Richardson  bad  to  answer,  as  Miss  Hnrney  bae,  jiurhaps, 
ta  nnawer  for  the  reaction  of  Miss   EdgewortJi,  and  of  Mi.^a 

'  Tlie  Ratnrend  Alexuiiler  D'Arblay  was  born  at  Bunhlmm  in  1794; 
obuinvd  lite  Taucrcd  SdiolarRhip  in  J8ls,  Tentb  Wi-angli^r  in  1BL8, 
rdlow  of  Chrial's  CnllegB,  Ciunljririge ;  Minister  of  Ely  Clu>v.l ,  HiAtero, 
1(136;  ilied  ud  the  19di  of  January,  U^1. 


Eton  ;    fill'  tlira  lou  great  amount  of  bright  aud  cold  good 

se  of  the  fli'Bt ;  for  the  over-Bobriety  of  feeling  of  the 
second. 

!t  is  an  obvious  remark  that "  Evelinfl  "  is  her  author's  self 
at  Bevouteen  ;  a  ruBtic  Miaa  Buruey,  more  helpless  in  a  ball- 

m  than  Dr.  Burney'e  daughter  conld  evar  have  buen,  but 
UH  aouBitive  to  slight ;  shunning  notice,  but  feeling  that  "it 
is  not  very  comfortable  to  be  neglected,"  and  dPsirouB  of  a 
'■  diBtingnishing  politenesB  to  raisa  and  snpport  hw."  Miss 
Buruey,  among  strangers,  Hpoko  so  low  as  hardly  to  be  heard 
more  than  a  word  in  a  sentence.  Witli  ft  friend  of  per- 
ceptions like  her  own  she  could  enjoy  "a  robust  halloo"  of 
laughter,  'rhere  ia  every  reasou  to  think  that  she  wept  and 
blushed  quite  as  much  as  "  Evelina,"  or  "  Cecilia."  Wb  es- 
oept  "  Camilla,"  forit  would  be  hard  indeed  to  blaah,  or  weep, 
o  much  as  that  poor  girl.  Loi-d  Uaoaulay  has  counted,  for 
after-agee,  the  twenty-seven  faiuting-fits  in  one  very  silly 
novel ;   but  who  shall  gauge  the  tear-&ll  in  "  Camilla  ?  " 

Que  reason  of  the  qnick  and  complete  success  of  her  novels 
vas  their  entire  purity.  Mr,  Eichardsou,  who  was  wrapped 
ip  in  hie  own  virtue,  and  praiiicd  from  pulpits,  is  maculate 
beside  Miss  Surney.  Another  was  her  clear,  distinct  way  of 
showing  what  she  saw,  and  nothing  besides :  her  books  do 
not  tax  the  mind  of  any  reader.  He  passes  piotnres,  which 
'■  tell  you  only  the  present  moment :  nothing  of  time  to 
come  !  "  '  No  riddles  of  life  are  given  him  to  guess,  on  pain  of 
being  rent  if  he  cannot  solve  them.  Miss  Burney  may  not 
be  deep,  bnt  she  is  Incid. 

The  simple  frame-work  of  "Evelina"  answora  its  purpose 
of  showing,  on  the  stage  of  a  book,  a  "  pleasBiit  broad  comedy" 
~  maimers,'  from  the  top  of  society  to  the  base.     There  is 

11  ia  the  choice  of  types  of  fashion.  Lord  Orvillo,  the 
eiegaut,  but  virtuous  hero,  ia  a  second  Bir  Ciiarles  Graadieou, 
better  suited  than  tbe  first  to  the  likitig  of  young  ladies,  and 
to  the  manners  of  1778.  Sir  Clement  Willoaghby  has  BOm»- 
thing  in  htm  of  Harriet  Byron's  troublesome  lovers,  Mr. 
Grevilie,  and  Sir  Hargrave.  Eemark  the  softening  of  manners 
between  the  writing  of  "  Sir  Charles  GraudiEon,"   and  of 

'  Tliexe  are  Miaa  Burney'a  own  words,  bu'  lliey  ure  Dot  aniilied  as  in 
"Cflinilla." 

'  .S,,™  CJeridgo. 


INTRODnCTlOh. 


ivelina."     Tha  bad  barmiot  nf  Harriet  Byron  carrioB  her  off 
3  a  raasqnernde,  and  begins   to  have  the  mttrriage-BBrvice 
over  her  by  force.     Tho  bad  baronet  of  "  Evolina  "  only 
3   her  towards  tho  upper  end  of  Piccadilly,  instead  of  to 
1  Ann   Street;    atid   drawB   her  into  "  a  dark  alley"  at 
iihftll,  that  he  may  be  free   to   make  insolent  love.     Sir 
Blemeat  ia   a  clover  man  of  pleaaare  and  of  fashion,  Lord 
Morton — coarae,  ignorant,   and  dull— is   on   a  lower  grade: 
tot  tnaay  yeara  later,  bis   style  of  fashion  has  gone  down  to 
fchn  Thorp,  in  "Northanger  Abbey,"  Next  comaB  Love],  a  fop 
ttid  a  coxcomb,  who  copied  those  a!>ovo  him,  bnt  yet  is  of  the 
"  HI."    It  is  far  from  him  to  Mr.  Smith,  "the  Holbourn  Ueatj," 
D  lodges  in  the  dining-room  over  the  silversmith's  shop  on 
aw  Hilt,  and  is  looked  apon  as  "  qnite  one  of  tho  qnality," 
)iy  the  Bmnghtons.  "  for  be  dresses  as  flue,  and  goes  to  balls 
and  dances,  and  everything  qnite   in    taste; — and,   besides, 
keeps  a  foot-boy  of  his  own,  too." 

I  These  five  types  of  fashion  are  well-deli ned.      On  tha  top  of 

the  mount,  the  outline  of  Lord  Orville  is  less  distinct  than 
it  might  be,  bnt  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  foot,  is  nnmfttched.  Ho, 
and  the  Branghtons,  are  more  than  charaetera  of  manners. 
We  are  made  to  see  why  they  are  ill-bred.  Their  vulgarity 
uomes  from  the  mind,  ontwards.  We  olose  the  book  thinking 
chiefly  how  they  took  the  marriage  of  "Miss"  with  a  Lord,  and 

(whether  they  tormented  her  by  pressing  Lord  Orvillo  to  bny 
now  ailver  spoons.  Tho  contrast  of  characters  in  "  BveLliia  "  is 
BtroDg — we  might  say  abrupt,  bnt  very  diverting.  There  is  a 
channing  freshnesa  of  yonth  in  this  romance.  ISirls  enjoy  the 
book,  for  they  will  ever  like  to  know  how  other  girla  went  to 
ualls,  and  tried  to  avoid  absnrd,  or  nnplensant,  men,  and 
In  dance  often,  but  not  too  often,  with  delightful  partners  ; 
even  if  it  were  one  hundred  years  aga 
I  •*  Evelina"  is  the  more  attractive  book;   "  Cecilia,"  the  bettpr 

I  deetgned.  "  Cecilia,"  and  even  "  Camilla,''  have  an  admirable 
I  braodtb  of  plan,  a  groat  variety  of  characters,  and  of  incidents. 
^^PhesamBekillmay  be  observed  in  tbe"MemoiraofDr.  Bumey." 
^^bt  it,  you  pass  through  a  long  gallery  of  portraits,  "  Conver- 
^Bujou- pieces,"  "  Musio-parties,*'  and  "  Uala-scenes,"  after  the 
^^^ntier  of  the  Uld  .Masters. 

^^■Jd  ona  episode  of  "  Cecilia,''  that   of  the  death   of  Harn 
^^K  writer  is  above  luid  bcyoi^d  herself.      The  ^iiu 


apart  from  tlie  book,  reminding  na  of  some  scens  drawti 
by  Charles  Lamb  from  Dekker,  or  Webster,  Putting  this  ap-. 
palling  paaaa^e  aside,  Mies  Burney's  serious  cbaracterg,  and 
jiathetic  incidcuts  arp  comnioulj  well  conceived,  bnt  as  com- 
monly over-drawn,  and  oi'er-Eoloured.  To-day,  they  EOtne- 
timeB  t«mpt  smilea  slie  tittle  meant  to  provoke. 

"Bvelina'a  "  feelinj^a  ou  ftnit  meetine  her  rather,  (who  is 
not  the  least  wicked  among  the  many  bad  iathers  in  flctiou,} 
are  beyond  natnre,  and  beyond  dnty  seeu  in.  it's  most  austere 
regard.  "  The  conflict  scene,"  between  mother  and  eon  in 
"  Oedlift,"  for  which  Mies  Bnrney  said  she  "  wrote  the  whole 
book,"  seems  to  us  to  innrit  the  warm  objections  made  to  it 
by  Mr.  Crisp.  The  criticism  of  Burke  on  "Cecilia,"  is  ae 
good  now  as  a  hundred  years  ago.  The  masquerade  he 
thonght  too  long,  and  tiiat  something  might  be  spared  from 
Harrel's  grand  assembly;  he  did  not  like  Morrice'a  ])art  at  the 
Pantheon  ;  and  be  wished  the  conolnsion  either  more  hapj^ 
or  more  miserable :  "for  in  a  work  of  imagination,"  said  he, 
"there  is  no  mediniu,"  Again,  "  You  have  crowdud  into  a 
few  small  volumes  an  incredible  variety  of  characters  ;  moat 
of  them  well  planned,  well  supported,  and  well  contrasted 
with  each  other.  If  there  be  anj  fault  in  this  respect,  it  is 
one  in  which  you  are  lu  no  great  danger  of  being  imitated. 
Jaatly  as  yonr  characters   arc  drawn,  perhaps  tbey  are   too 


After  all,  when  we  tax  Mia»  Burney  with  eiaggeratiou,  we 
may  tell  ourselves  that  Mrs.  Delviie  reminded  Mrs.  Thrale  ot 
her  owa  mother,'  aud  that  one  man  was  found  like  "  Albany," 
and  another,  who  said  he  liimself  was  a  "  Uriggs  !  " 

It  is  011  her  keen  perception  of  whatsoever  was  comic,  through 
all  grades,  from  the  diverting  to  the  humourous,^  aud  on  her 
lively  power  of  bringiug  it  before  ub,  that  the  fame  of  Franoea 
Barney  must  rest ;  though  she  has  much  more,  if  we  seek  it 
with  an  attention  little  likely   t-o  be  given  to-day.      She  had 

'  "WliBiiIre!idthelBil/9"(Mra.De[viIe'B)"ohanK;lerinlnjown(lre>»- 
ing-toom,  I  Liilch  myseirioalting  at  my  mul bar's  picture  every  moments 
ynnre  is  go  like  her  in  many  thiuga.'' 

'  Her  convecsDiLion  showad  these  gifts  09  mucli  as  did  licr  boi^lu. 
l)>'.  Buraey  told  Mr.  Crisp,  that  Frances  had  givmi  him  an  account  at 
a  riilicalooa  family  in  h«r  nuighbourhond,  "  with  so  mnch  humour,  mch 
liaiuliug,  suoh  di^scriptton,  sada  fun,  llial  in  her  mouth  it  was  a  perfuct 
uoiutHly,'' 


1  1778 


ijoyment  of  the   liidioroua  aspeota  uf  valgai-ity,  united 

ith  a  sense  of  the  dietreaa  and  irritation  inflicted  bj   the 

ilgar  on  delicate  minds,  ppculiar  to  heraelf. 

There  is  a  French   play  in   wbieh  the  hero,   hout  ou   his 

Its,   is   molested   at   every   atep   by   iraportinent, 

iportanate   people.      Snch    are    the    main    "  uiotivos  "   of 

'Bvelina,"    and   of  "  Cecilia"     Wliataoover  is  inopportune 

;la  those  heroinoa — the  donbtfn!  pneition,  the  vulgar  liinB- 

)lk,  the  iusolent  admirerB  of  one;  tlie  jarring  guardians,  the 

Inters  of  the  ibrtuue,  and  hinderers  of  the  marriage  of  the 

nther,  are  all  arranged  to  produce  oautrarieties  which  rise  to 

the  tragi-oomic.     A  aocondary  object  is  to  give  those  pictares 

which  were  accepted  by  aooiety  aa  not  unfair  ro- 

leutations  of  it'a  own  aiir&ce. 

Miss  Bumey'B  liuow ledge  of  .'■oeiety  widened  hetiToe 

In  "  Ceoilia,"  and  in  "  Oaniilla,"  she  givea  a 

oi  the  "  ton,"  as  distinguiahed  from  mere  i 

place   fashion.      She  shows  ns   the  •'  ImemtibiUale  "    (as  aUe 

rails  thetn,  beginning  already  to  make  a  jat^ou  of  her  own, 

though  her  next  class  conaists  of  the  "  JargomdU ")  ;   there 

lire  besidoB  the  "  VnlnhJe"  and  the  "  Siipm-caUoiis" 

The  "  2rM0tui(»7ist«  "  and  the  '' SvfefdXiQ'aa"  natnrally  run 
into  the  " Ewav/ijie"  of  the  usit  generation,  even  as  Mr. 
ileadowa  is  the  foreruDuer  in  her  writings  of  a  much  greater 
eoscomb.  Sir  Sedley  Olarondal,  in  "Oamilla," 

MIm  'Lanriles,  the  "  VolttbU,"  saya  of  Mr.  Meadows  :  "  Why, 
hs's'Bb  the  very  beadof  the  tnn.  There's  nothing  in  the  world 
ao  Aetiionuble  as  taking  no  uotioe  of  things,  and  never  seeing 
people,  and  saying  tiotbirig  at  all,  and  never  hearing  a  word, 
and  iiot  knowing  one's  own  aoquaintauce,  and  ^ways  Gndiug 
fhalt-;  all  the  ton  do  so,  and  I  assure  you,  aa  to  Mr.  Meadows, 
ha^  BO  excessively  courted  by  everybody,  that  if  he  doea  but 
tay  a  syllable,  be  thitiks  it  such  an  immense  favour,  you've  no 


"  Camilla  " 


manners. 

Banded  freei 
fipeeoh ;  an 
EUra  upon  I 
sip  incomea 


(1796)  the  "  ton"  has  run  into  revolutionary 

loiiBistB  of  impertiueiice,  insolenoe,  aud  uu- 

and  ease,  with  a  short,  abrupt,  dry  manner 

1  taking  the  liberty  to  aak  auy  question  that 

upon  other  people's  afl'airs  and  opinions — even  upon 

and  pxpansea — nay,  oven  upoa  their  age." 

Society  cannot  vary  the  cut  of  its    atfeati-Uous  so  sAVjew  4* 


J 


that  of  Us  oloEhes,  In  "  Oecilia  "  we  meet  with  the  follies  of 
to-da;  in  hoop  and  saoqne,  or  in  bag-wig  and  ruffles. 

Still  we  may  observe  that>  Miss  Barney  hae  no  "  Jargotrnti" 
of  the  Fins  Arts  ;  no  Mra.  Cimabue  Brown  of  the  eighteenth 
aeQtnry ;  no  "  Vhiwiei;"  no  "  Gognoecenti" — not  even  a  rap.- 
tarisb  of  music.  Her  "Jargotagis"  are  talkers  of  slan^;  some 
of  which  survives  them.  Oaptain  Areaby  would  be  "  glad  to 
have  the  honour  to  cut."  He  fliids  things  "  kiiting  to  a  point  i 
killing  past  reauBoitation — aboroiuably  horrid."  One  man  ia 
"tho  most  petrifying  fellow  he  evpr  was  ohside  by,"  French 
phrases  overrun  English  talk,  as  in  Mrs.  Groro's  defunct  novels. 

Shortly  speaking,  we  may  say  tliat  Frances  Bnrney  wrote 
"  Evelina  "  for  her  own  pleasure,  and  that  of  her  sister  Snsan, 
with  very  little  thought  of  the  public  ;  that  she  wrote 
"  Cecilia  "  at  bidding;,  with  a  distinct  strain  upon  her  to  be 
equal  to  the  pJace  she  held  in  the  estimation  of  a  highly- 
polished  society,  above  which,  but  out  of  which,  towered  Barke 
and  Johnson ;  "  Camilla  "  was  written,  among  the  cares  of  a 
nursery,  to  gwn  money.  All  through  it  we  see  timid  looks 
6sed  on  Wind.sor.  Will  "the  sweet  Queen"  approve?  can  be 
heard  through  every  sentence.  ''  Camilla ' '  was  to  be  "  sketches 
of  character  and  morals  put  in  action — nob  a  romance,"  because 
the  word  novel  had  long  stood  in  the  way  of"  Cecilia"at  Windsor, 
Now,  "the  sweet  Qneen,"  if  we  may  judge  by  what  she  read 
with  Misa  Knight  and  with  Miss  Bnrney.  had  a  preference  for 
dnll  books.  In  suiting  her  taste,  Madame  D' Arblay  condemned 
"  Camilla  "  to  neglect  uuaoftened  by  any  hope  of  a  reprint; 
althongh  over  fi,000  guineas  were  raised  by  its  sale,  and  Uiss 
Ansten  lifted  her  ]ien  in  its  behalf.'  There  is  in  it  a  general 
decline  and  fall  of  the  writer's  powers.  It  should  have  been 
called  "The  Vacillations  of  Edgar  Maudelbert ;  "  that  hero, 
■'  too,  too  amiable  Edgar,"  wavers  between  thinking  Camilla 
an  angel  of  beauty  and  goodness,  and  a  mere  frivolous  and 
faithless  coquette  two-and-twcuty  times.  It  is  trno  he  has 
five  volumes  through  which  to  waver.     He  would  not  have 

1  one  chance  of  doubting  if  he,  or  any  other  character  in 
the  book,  had  had  the  most  ordinary  share  of  sense.  There  is 
a  silly,  good-natured  Baronet  in   "  Camilla,"  who  put  Qoeen 

Miss  Austen  took  from  the  !»*■•  wntence  of  •'  OHIio,"  dia  i 
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Charlotte  in  mind  of  some  gentleman  she  had  kuon-n  in 
Mecklenburg  before  flhe  was  seTenteen,  Sir  Hugh  iniglit, 
perhaps,  have  bsen  such  a  man  aa  the  objeat  ot  thiR  almost 
pathetic  raoollectioa ;  but  bo  could  never  have  been  a,  York- 
shire mau,  as  Madame  D'Arblay  made  it  oat.  After  "Camilla," 
"the  combinatiouB  for  another  lon^  work  did  not  occur"  to 
her;  "  inoidentB  for  dramaa  did."  Only  one  of  the  plays 
over  whicb  sirn  wasted  time  wan  ever  acted,  and  it  failed. 
When  very  poor,  over  forty,  and  a  married  nomau,  ahe  with- 
drew from  repreeeutation  a  comedy,  for  which  Sheridan  was 
to  have  pud  her  four  handred  iiontids,  ont  of  defereuce  to  her 
father,  who  feared  another  failare.  Her  iiohle  obedience,  in 
which  General  D'Arblay  coucnrred.  raises  her  much  higher 
Ihan  her  play  might  havo  done.  Many  eSbrts  have  been 
made  to  sccQnnt  for  the  Btrange  style  of  writing  into  which 
she  fell  in  middle  life.  None  eeem  to  na  fully  to  explain  so 
nognlar  a  change.  Five  years  at  Windsor,'  and  over  twenty- 
five  of  speaking  Frenob,  may  have  done  much  to  spoil  her 
Eai^h,  which  waa  never  very  secure,  because  it  was  not 
based  on  Latin  ;  but  wo  think  the  germ  of  evil  may  be  traced 
U>  Dr.  Burney.  Above  all  men  slio  adoiired  her  father,  aud 
his  Btyle,  as  a  part  of  himself.  She  wrote  to  him, "  I,  like  Mr. 
jonrtney,  claas  your  Bii"?UEh  with  the  very  first  class." 

We  have  said  before  that  Dr.  Bnrney  wrote  dear  and  easy 
Buglish  when  he  did  not  make  metaphoTB.  Let  us  show  how 
he  wrote  when  he  tried  that  dangerous  eiperimeut ; — "  Tour 
lOBa  would  be  the  most  painfol  and  severe  amputation  which 
miefbrtune  could  perform  upon  ray  allectionB."  Again,  "It 
has  been  very  well  said  of  mental  wonnds  that  they  must 
(ligest,  like  thoac  of  the  body,  before  they  can  he  healed.  The 
poultice  of  necessity  can  alone,  ])erhapB,  in  some  cases,  bring 

I  this  digestiou  ;  but  we  should  not  impede  it  by  causttca  or 
'  -,  peems  strange  that  a  woman  who  had  so 
of  the  ridiculous   should   havo   fallen  into  a 

ilt'iDKrk  how  niaii^  miire  vnlgiu'ilien  ofex])res»ioii,  not  puL  iulo  ml. 

iths,  there  are  in  "  Cuaills"  thnn  in  "Evelina."    For  ioHtancc, 

'  stream  the  fields,"  or  have  "  a  depreming/ttl,"  inatead  of/eeling. 

lived  at  Windsor  amone  hybrids.     MIgb  Knieht  sayi  of  a  Bbhop  of 

-jbarj,  who  hail  been  a  Canon  nf  Windsor,  an4prewp(or  to  the  Datm 

RcDl :"  UvingmuDh at  Windsor  ....  he hiu\ 'nTi\iAK& t^^nii ^l^n 

belnnging  to  that  plaea." 


^liveti 
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fitjle  80  absurd  as  t.batof  "  Camilla,"  of  the 
"  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Buruey,"  aud  of  the  "  Diary  " 
fromaboutthaj-ear  1800,  onwards.  That  she  was  uno 
it's  defects,  the  following  smart  rebuke  to  her  son  wi 

"  Baeily,  too  easily,  I  couceive  the  melancholy 
that  wei-e  awakened  by  the  sigtit  of  our  dear,  dea 
yet  your  esrpressioiia  npou  ifs  vipw  lose  much  of  the 
being  OTarstrained,  reekeTchig,  and  designing  to  b 
We  never  tonDh  othere,  my  dear  Alex.,  when  we  stn 
we  are  tonohed  onraelveB.  I  beg  you  when  you  wi 
to  let  your  pen  paint  your  thoughts  as  they  rise,  i 
Beak  or  labour  to  embellish  them.  I  remember  you 
me  a  letter  HO  very  fine  from  Gambrtdge,  that,iia 
made  me  laugh,  it  would  hare  made  me  sick."    •jM 

Thia  was  written  in  1816,  when  she  herself  w4H 
ofBnphuiBm.  'flj 

Why  dwell  on  breaches  of  law  of  which  the'  c 
unawara  ?  There  is  neither  plea.'jn re  nor  profit  in  no 
of  style  which  do  uot  affect  the  best  parts  of  her  be 

Wheu  all  is  said  that)  cau  be  said,  to  lessen  or  to 
the  place  of  Prances  Burney  remains  assured,  as  thi 
Henry  Kelding  aud  Samuel  Richardson, who diedi 
in  1761  ;  and  Maria  Edgeworth  and  Jane  Austen,  b< 
jnd  in  1775. 


fE,  win  not  CTimber  our  text  with  a,  notice  of  another 
attack  on  Madamp  D'Arliloy  by  the  same  writer,  in  the 
review.  This  time  it  waa  after  her  death.  In  1842 
volumeB  of  her  "Diaij"  bad  been  published  by  her 
In  No.  CXL.  of  the  "  Quarterly  Eeview,"  there  is  a 
of  them,  bearing  the  sanje  relation  to  houest  oritieiam 
ehaoting  yonr  landlor  from  behind  a  hedge  does  to 
I  warfare.  The  " gr.atly  overcharged  detailB,"  of 
in  184Q,  heightened  into  "tactitiona  deCaila"  and 
ilse  colouring."  "  The  BupprosBion  of  dateB,"  (to  aonceal 
e  great  age  of  five-aud- twenty  I)  has  beoome  "  The  eafrenif 
Vdlt  tf  the  author  was  an  elaborate  daception  on  the  part  or 
rjelf  and  her  friends.  Wc  beg  leavo  to  refer  to  our  former 
"  ">  for  the  details  of  this  mancBuyririg ;  sufBce  it  hera  to 
Bat  that  it  was  at  the  outset  rapreeented  that '  Evelina' 
1  the  work  of  a  girl  of  soventeen,  ...  It  waa  so  con- 
'/  asserted  that  no  one,  we  believe,  doubted  its  truth 
.!  tiio  publioation  of  the  'Memoira  of  Dr.  Bnmey.'  "  The 
ewer  aaaerts  that  Madame  D'Arblay  mast  all  her  life  have 
a  embarraaeed  by  this  original  deviation  from  tmth.  Then 
(  mast  have  been  Dr.  Hurney.  and  Dr.  Charles,  and  the 
^dmiral  !  Dr.  Johnson  wonld  have  "felled"  this  man  with  a 
The  Bword  of  Burke  would  have  leaped  from  it's  scab- 
The  worda  of  Macaulay  were  the  aword  of  Burke. 
'■  if  people  are  to  anawer  for  what  is  said  of  them,  there  is 
oil  more  common  than  that  Mies  Burney  wrote 
helina"  at  serenteen.  It  ia,  that  Croker,  moved  by  no 
F  of  good,  aearohed  the  Lynn  register,  that  he  might 
Y  ft  lady  of  eighty  by  stating  in  a  rev\6'« ,  yaftX.  Wu^-^-t* 
e  she  Imd  not  publialied  Viet  V.T\\e  ^¥,f>.    "^fe'^vi*-''* 
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lurselveB  heard  it  Baid,  perhaps  with  hnmourouB  ezBrg;;epatioiit^ 
that  Groker  vreut  to  Lynn,  ontside  a  Htage-ooaoh,  on  a  wio.^ 
ter's  night,  in  eevare  weather,  to  search  for  this  rnatj  nea.po>-| 
o(  vengeance.  An  odd  thing  is,  that  in  this  artiole  of  1842 
Oroker  avows  that  "theeutrj"  (of  Fraiioea  Burn ey'B baptism,^ 
was  procured  with  "  Eomo  paiiis,"  yet  admits  that  in  18Sd  he 
had  given  the  month  as  Jnly,  when,  on  her  niece'e  showing, 
it  was  Jnue.  Herepeats  the  blunder,  "July,"  in  hifl  last  edition 
of  BoBwell's  "  Johnson."  in  1347. 

What  could  Croker  know  of  the  "ootaatp"  Was  a  depu- 
tation of  Bnrneya  to  go  to  Galway,  where  Oroker  was  born 
two  years  at^r  the  publication  of  "  Evelina ; "  and  assure  the 
babe  in  his  cradle  that  rumour  was  mistaken  iit  inaking  oat 
their  Fanny  to  be  ouly  seveutoeu  ;  or  waa  it  to  he  dona  in 
1800.  when  be  came  to  London  as  a  student  of  law?  In  this 
bftse  article,  be  spcakB  of  Madame  D'Arblay  ua  being  "  deceit- 
ful,"— ■'  perhaps  malicious ; "  aud  a  mere  "  menial "  at  Court  j 
and  giveB  a  warning,  almost  a  menace,  to  tbe  Editor,  to  pub- 
lish no  mora  of  the  "Diary."  This  is  not  worth  the  ink  we 
E[>eud  on  it,  yet  we  have  known  people  who  have  been  led  by 
this  reviow,  and  by  the  former,  to  jadge  Madame  D'Arblay'a 
"  Diary  "  before,  or  withoul,  reading  it. 

Ab  some  small  proof  that  those  who  had  more  coucerji 
than  Croker  in  tbe  statements  made  by  Madame  D'Arblay, 
did  uot  find  her  wanting  in  faithfulness  to  fact,  in  loyal  feel- 
ing, or  iu  propriety  of  taste,  let  us  print  what  wo  heard  from 
tbe  late  Dr.  Peacock,  Dean  of  Ely.  The  Duke  of  Sussex  told 
Dean  Feacock  that  he  and  the  other  surviving  children  of 
King  George  and  Queen  Charlotte,  had  been  much  alarmed 
n  learaing  that  the  "  Diary  of  Madame  D'Arblay  "  was  about 
1  be  published;  but  on  reading  it  they  were  very  much 
ploased ;  "  though  I  think,"  (the  Dnke  added,)  "  that  she 
B  rather  hard  on  poor  old  SobwelJeiiberg  !"  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  Princes  and  Princesaes  were  barked  at  by  the 
person  whom  Macaulay  called  "  au  old  hag,"  aud  whom  IMiss 
Buruey  nicknamed  "  Oerlera." 


SOME  readora  may  remembpr  Mrs.  Delaiiy,  who  jilayed  a 
mother's  pai'l  toMiBB  Buraey  fomaarly  twoofthoBo  weai^ 
five  yeara  which  were  wasted  at  Windsor,  They  may  think 
Miss  Barney  was  too  proiis  in  praise  of  a  lady,  wlio,  tliough 
of  "  great  politeiiosB  and  ingenuity,  and  of  au  uiiafi'ected 
piety," '  is  little  known  oscept  through  Miss  Buruey  herself. 
If  profuEe,  her  praise  wae  sincere^  She  spoke  of  her  aoqaata- 
tanco  with  Mrs.  Delaiiy,  as  of  "  a  great  bleseiog,"  in  a  journa] 
only  meant  for  her  sister  Suaau,  and  for  her  best  friend,  Mrs. 
Look,  ten  years  after  she  iind  written, — "This  fatal  month 
I  vfae  bereft  of"  (Mrs.  Delany)  "  the  most  reveied  of  fueads 
and,  perhaps,  the  most  perfect  of  women,"  Let  us  cit«  the 
editor  of  Mrs,  Delauy's  "  OorreBpondence  "  as  to  the  \alne 
set  by  Mrs.  Delany  on  Miss  Buruey: — 

"  In  August,  1785,  Mrs.  Delany  (writing  to  Mrs  Fraiiues 
Hamilton,)  Hays  of  Miaa  Buruey,  who  was  staging  with  her 
during  her  illness  ;. — ■  1  have  bad  in  the  house  with  me  o^er 
since  mj  nephews  were  obliged  to  leave  me,  Miss  Buruey  (the 
author  of  "  Evelina"  and  "  Ceoilia"),  which,  excellent  as  they 
meacicBt  praise.  Her  admirable  nnderatandiug, 
mder  affectiou,  and  sweetness  ofmaiiuers,  make  her  valuable 
I  all  those  who  have  the  happiness  to  know  her.'  Mrs.  De- 
Wf  also  says  that  itwasaeatisfaotion  to  her  to  have  had  Miss 
mey  '  as  a  companion  for  Miss  Port  ^  during  lier  own  illaesK 
fe  that  period.'" 

■  Again,  Mrs.  Delaiiy  to  Mrs.  Port,  Windsor,  December  2lBt, 

"  Miss  Burney  is  still  with  me,  but  leaves  me  in  the 

^nuing  of  January.      She  is,  indeed,  a  most  valuable  com- 

'  m,  and  on  Mary't  aecowtt,^  as  well  as  my  own,  I  am  happy 

I  have  as  much  of  lier  company  as  I  can." 

lOnce  ^aiii,  writing  on  the  3rd  of  July  to  Mrs.  Frances 

miltou,  Mrs.  Delany  says: — "  lam  sure  yon  are  acipiainted 

k  Bishop  Uiird. 

'  GeorgiiM  Mary  Ann  Purt  (I'jUled  "  Mary  "  by  lier  great-aunl,  Mrs. 
''any}  ww  bom  on  tUe  I6tli  of  Seplember,  1771.  On  lier  faher's 
rmmiiie  his  nicami,  she  wsi  taki>ti  by  Mrs.  Delany,  who  broiiglit  her 
I  &IIDI  tne  age  c>f  seven  to  thul  of  aixueu.  Afler  [he  death  of  Mrs. 
'uiy,on  the  l!ith  of  April,  17BS,  Miss  Pnrl  lived  with  her  miLternal 
'~i,niilU  she  mkrrieil  Mr.  Benjamin  Waddington,  on  the  I9th  oC 
ry,  l7eB.     Sbe  died  on  the  19th  at  Smwx'j,  \«,&«. 
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with  the  novel  ntititlpii  'Oecilia,'  miioh  admired  for  its  i 
variety  of  ctiBrnctHr,  delicacy  of  Hentiment,  4c.,  Ac.  Ther«  ie 
nothing  good,  amiable,  and  agreeable,  mentioned  in  the  book 
that  is  not  posaeaeed  by  the  anthor  of  it,  Miss  Burney. 
have  now  been  acquainted  with  her  three  years :  iier  eatreme 
diffidence  of  herself,  notwithstanding  her  great  geuiua,  and 
tlie  ajiplanse  aho  has  met  with,  adda  lustre  to  nil  her  escel- 
leneea,  and  all  improve  on  acquaintance." 

Now  Mrs.  Delany'a  cuttings  out  of  paper,  and  pastinga  (rf 
layers  of  oolonred  paper  over  each  other,  to  imitate  flowers  i 
and  maldng  cornices  of  shells  stnok  into  plaster,  to  adorn  e 
private  chapel,  were  clever  tricks  of  hand,  bnt  far  from  works 
of  art.  Like  her  chenille -flowera  on  the  chape! -cashions,  thay 
are  rather  to  be  excused  than  commended.  Those  who  have 
BBBB  how  ill  Lady  Di  Beanclark  drew,  and  read  how  highly 
she  *a3  praised,  may  cmijectnre  what  were  the  paintings  of 
Mra.  Delany,  a  mere  amateur,  at  a  time  when  Reynolds  hlm- 
pelf  was  a  schoolboy  in  hie  art.  She  rests  on  her  good  judg- 
ment, and  knowlodgB  of  manners,  and  character.  That  she 
had  a  good  judgment,  or  mnch  knowledge  of  character,  i 
Tirtnally  denied  by  her  remote  collateral  connexion  and  editor, 
whovirtnallyoontradictsal!  that  her  great-grand-aunt  ever  said 
of  Mies  Bnrnej,  in  rancouroua  notes  and  comments  through- 
out one  of  the  thick  volumes  of  her  cumbrous  six.  Why  ii 
this  ?  It  seems  to  be  because,  in  the  short  notice  of  Mrs.  De- 
lany given  in  the  ''  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Bnrney,"  and  iu  the  fuller 
details  of  the  "  Diary  of  Madame  D'Arblay,"  Mrs.  Delauy  ap- 
pears Si6  poor ;  as  losing  help  towards  her  housekeeping  wlien 
the  Duoheee-Dowi^r  of  Portland  died  in  1 7S>5 :  and  as  being 
set  at  ease  by  the  King,  who  gave  her  three  hundred  a  year, 
and  the  use  of  a  fiimiahed  house  in  Windsor.  Tliis  v 
Btftte-eeoret,  first  made  known  by  Madame  D'Arblay  ii 

This  editor  herself  prints  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gilpin  (of  the 
'■  Forest  Scenery")  to  Mrs.  Delany,  in  which  he  eongratnlates 
her  on  the  kindness  of  the  King.  Ho  says,  if  he  had  been  a 
Jacobite,  it  would  have  turned  him  to  King  George.  This 
highly  offends  Lady  Llanover,  who  rebukes  the  shade  of  Mr. 
GUptn  '  for  iiresnniption,  with  which  she,  who  oorrects  ber 

'  "It  will  hi 


reat-graiid-aiint,  slionld  first  bavo  toxod  herself.      How  and 

7  Mra.  DeJaay  got  her  penaiou,  was,  in  1832,  au.  old  atory, 

"  Old  Almanack  "  kind.     How  little  Madame  D'Arblay 

it  it  would  give  pain,  when  put  in  priat,  is  shown  by 

r  making  friendly  mention  of  the  great-niece,  Miss   Port. 

L   Mrs.   Waddinfjtoii,   more   than    ouoe  in    the  tuxt,  and 

ling   a  copy  of  her  hook  to  Mrs.  Delaiiy's  old    wsutinx- 

lan.      If  Mra.    VVaddiiigtoo    doiihtcd  what   ehe  read,   as 

_^       lb  as  she  may  have  dial  iked  it,  tliere  was  Madame  D'Arblay. 

her   dear   friend — her   correapondout  whom  slie  had  impor 

tnned  to  write  to  ber  for  at  least  twelve  years  {from  1788  to 

1802),  who  waa  aeeing  her,  and  writing  to  her  on  terms  of 

warm  friendship  in  1813,  and,  for  anything-  we  know,  later 

pi  1,  ready  to  explain  from   her  "Diaries"  things  which  she 

nibted;  and  having  at  eighty,  as  at  eighteen,  "  the  fear  of 

Kting  wrong"  '  as  her  "  leading  principle." 

t  Ae  nothing  seems  to  have  been  written  to  Madame  D'Ar- 

j  In  1832,  or  to  the  editor  of  her  "Diary"  in  l&i2,by  Mrs. 

Vaddington,'  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  nothing  conld 

Iwritten.     Indeed,  how   can  those  "Diariaa''  of  Madame 

BfArblay,   which   arc   more    truatworthy    by    far    than    the 

mory   of  any   one ;    which   wore  pood   evidence  then,  and 

old  be  HOW,  id  any  court  of  justice,  unless  impugned  by 

w  joanials  equally  trustworthy,  ha  contested  ? 

r  We  have  esamined  this  affair  of  Mrs.  Dolauy'a  pension  with 

B  care  than  it  ia  worth,     It  is  now  of  no  concern  to  any- 

V  except  HO  far  as  it  afl'ecta  that  high  "  veracity  "  of  Madame 


ncnuiiigeinent  iustij  awardeil 

.     .  „      his  own  position  nr  Ihal  i.t 

M  be  ftddrcBserl.  The  nbOve  ktter  is  an  insiance  of  this."— Rditof'a 
p.  aoe,  vol.  -vi,  of  Mrs.  Delony's  "  Correipondence."  Mr. 
It  DM  abn<!  in  his  preaumpticmi^Mra.  Montagu,  on  the  IBlli 

mber,  1785,  wrote  to  Mies  Bumey  of  this  penaiun :  "  Their  Maiea 

F^tOdAwU  miial.  liaie  bean  bi  Mrs.  Deluny  the  best  snpporl  in  »ffiiu- 
p  M^ch  this  world  conld  give ;  their  acts  wereprintely,  bat  the  aenti. 
fats  tbey  have  shewn  in' their  manni-r  nre  Bngolieal." 
*^"  •-  le  D'Arblay. 

(d  that  Mrs.  Wad(bagUiD?m>te  toMra.  Dehny'sold  wuliag- 
..  _a,  to  ask  her  if  her  own  dear  friend,  Madame  D'Arblay.  had  told  tbc 
Sit  'B»o,itwasniiKlieaeentlen'OniBn.  Wedonot  nutice  "' ' 
lan's  letter,  because  it  was  unfair  to  print  it  widunul 
Tio  whMit  was  an  answer.    TheieiBtiol.\vmam\i.," 


ailing-  1 


D'Arblay,  which  Dr.  Johiiaou  said,  more  tbau  once,  lie,  iitrii:< 
BH  he  was,  bad  "  never  fouud  failing,"  We  thiuk  Lady  Llaa- 
over  has  exaggerated  in  her  own  mind  what  was  said  bj 
Madame  D' Arbluy,  then  tried  to  confute  more  than  was  sCated. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that,  iu  the  Torty  years  aud  more,  be- 
tween 1785  and  1832,  the  Btory  oF  Mrs.  Delanj-'s  pension 
bad  floated  into  a  golden  family -le^reud.  in  which  a  bt^ubifnl, 
wise,  and  venerable  ioAy  was  wafted  to  Wiudsor,  for  merits' 
Bake  alone,  to  sit  by  a  vtrluoua  king  and  queen,  telling 
them  her  tales  of  old  time ;  revering,  but  revered.  This 
legend  ie  "iuvpsted  with  tbo  orgauic  weakneis  of  tradi- 
tion." '  The  some  may  be  Baid  of  a  myth  of  the  next  geuara- 
tioD,  in  which  a  lovely  Mrs.  Waddington  is  shown  as  restoring, 
by  that  "  personal  influence"  (with  Queeu  Charlotte)  which 
there  is  no  sign  she  ever  had.  a  jiension  to  Madame  S'Arblay, 
whicli  there  ia  uo  sign  had  ever  ceaapd.  The  world  has 
legends  enough  to  live  npou  bo  long  as  it  may  last  i  let  ns,  so 
far  us  we  can,  stop  the  making  of  more.  Let  us  Btop  them  iu 
the  very  making ;  it  is  the  only  way- 
Can  anyoiiB  snppose  that  King  George  gavp  Mrs.  Delauy  a 
houBe, furnished  even  to"pickle8ftud  preserves,"  and  three  hHH- 
dred  a  year  to  kee|i  it  up,  unless  he  knew  ehe  was  in  some  dis- 
tress for  money  i'  Bespeot  forhercharacter,andpleasnreiii  her 
answers  to  hia  "  WhatP  what?"  doubtless  counted  for  much. 
There  may  have  boon  some  thought,  besides,  of  jjieaaing  the 
House  of  Bentiuck,  by  settling  a  difficult  afl'air.  Mrs,  Delany 
wonid  not  accept  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  home  for  the 
summer,  and  whatsoever  else  she  may  have  taken,  from  her  old 
friend,  his  mother.  A  daughter  of  the  Duchess.  Lady  Wey- 
mouth, was  a  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber :  through  her  the  offer 
of  the  pension  was  made  to  Mrs,  Delauy.  We  say  it  may 
have  been  to  piease  the  House  of  Beutinck,  for  we  find  that 
through  her  own  oonneiionB  Mrs.  Delauy  conid  not  g«t  even 
an  Irish  biBliopric  for  her  second  husband,  the  learned  Dean 
of  Down.  She  was  eighty-fivo  in  1785,  and  it  could  not  last 
for  long. 

Mrs.  Delaiiy's  editor  seeks  to  shake  the  credit  of  Miss 
Buniey,  who,  if  found  iueiaot  in  other  things,  might  be  so 
about  the  money- matters  of  her  great-grand'auut.     She  tries 

'  Lord  Btiotonstield. 


MKiioaiiie,  xtf 

to  sLon'M.iss  Buruey  as  stating,  in  it  Diary  nritteiifor  her  clever 
Bister  SuBHD — who,  aceordiiig  to  the  witty  Comte  da  Karbonnc, 
was  all  that  waa  "  tpirilvelle,"  as  well  as  all  that  iraa  "  douce;  " 
and  for  her  clevBr  Daddy  Crisp,  an  old  friend  of  this  DocheBH 
of  Fortlaud,  thiiigB  that  were  not ! — -that  she  met  people  wheu 
she  did  not,  and  was  praised  by  Mrs.  Delany  aud  the  DaoheEs 
wbeu  they  had  not  even  read  her  book !  This  is  set  in  the 
iudes  in  quite  a  solemn  way,  as  the  "  State  of  the  Caea,  with 
regard  to  her"  {Miss  Barney's)  "first  interview  with  the 
DuohoBB  of  Portland."  Indeed,  tfie  indes  is  almost  Crakerian, 
reminding  us  of  an  amenity  in  Ci'oker'g  Index  to  Boswell's 
"  Johnson  r "  ■'  Macanlay,  Thomas  Babington,  his  blandering 
criticisma,"  "  Mis-statements  of  Miss  Bnrney,"i9  a  very  fail- 
following  of  Croker. 

The  editor  citca  the  first  of  Croker's  diagi-acefnl  articles  on 
Madame  D'Arblay,  and  commends  it  as  a  "  very  jast  notice. 
Anyone   who   followa    Croker   will   find  mare'a-neste.     This 
"  State  of  the    Caae  "   is  a  mare'a-nest  of  aome  size.      The 
editor  writes  that  ahe  baa  "  often  been  told  by  her  mother  " 
(Mrs.  Waddingtou),"  thatMrsi  Delany  was  induced,  »owi 8  (ime 
ffltr  ahe  had  herself  received  Miae  Buriiey,  to  gratify  the 
r,  by  obtaining  the  Ducheaa  of  Portland's  wnwilling  con- 
to  have  the  aiithoreas  of  ■  Evelina' presented  to  her." 
B  the  mother's  memory  was  at  feult— no  woudor,  she  was 
t  twelve  yeara   old  wheo  Misa  Buruey    first  met   Mrs. 
kbiiy  aud  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  on  one  and  the  same 
—Sunday,  the  19th  of  January,  1783.'     She  iiad  heard, 
a  than  a  mouth  before,  of  the  admiration  of  these  ladiea, 
1  that  they  were  rra,ding  oue  of  her  books  for  the  third 
"n  the  8th  of  Decembei',  1782,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  told 
r  he  had  heard  this  at  a  party  given   by  the  Duchesa  of 
rtlond,^  at  which  he  wished  ahe   had  been  preaent.     The 
utor'a  uext  point  is  to  prove  they  had  uot  read  the  hook 
B  Buruey  said  they  praised  in  January,  178'?,  until  the  De- 
r  of  the  same  year.      We  give  this  singular  passago  for 
'p  sake  of  readers  who  might  take  the  editor's  jiart  of  ~ ' 
"*  "  Oorrespondeuce "  upon  trust; — 
B  Hamilton  mentions   having  read  '  Evelina' 


Mrs.     J 

J 


oeesive  eveniDgg  after  tea,  and  records  having  'Suislied' 
■  Evelina,'  5th  Dec.  1783,  and  the  Duchesa  of  Portland  having 
written  that  eveuisg  to  Mrs.  fioacawen  to  say  that  they  hod 
•  gone  throu-j^h  B,,  the  book  nhs  had  desired  them  to  read.' 
There  is  not  oiie  word  of  encomium  i'e])eated  on  the  part  of  the 
DuoheBS  of  Portland,  whose  vtiUndteii  compliments  to  Miss 
Bnmey  will  be  reraombared  to  have  been  recorded  in  Madam? 
D'Arblay'e  "Diary,"  as  having  lieeii  iiftered  in  i-eferaneo  to 
her  norel  fwnlvs  fnotilh*  previatitly,  and  espedally  with  regard 
to  '  Evelina,'  of  which  the  Dneheaa  of  I'artlaud  ie  taid  to  have 
uttered  the  following  words:  'Of  the  morality  of  the  book 
(cried  the  Duchess)  we  shall  indeed  now  give  Miss  Durney 
her  doe,  «o  iMking,  »o  pwa,  *o  jenwiiw,  to  instriietwe  I !' " 

Now  conld  any  one  helieve  that  before  making,  by  implica- 
tion, Buch  chargdB  of  uutrnth  against  Madame  D'Arblay,  any 
editor,  however  inexpert,  would  not  have  looked  at  thp 
"  Diary  ?  "  There  she  woald  have  seen  that,  so  far  as  ws  are 
told,  "  E«eti»o, "  was  never  named  by  thoDnchesa  of  Portland, 
or  by  Mrs.  Delany,  on  that  9th  of  Jannary,  17B3.  The  good 
old  ladies  spoke  of  "  Cedlia."  Thrice  had  they  wept  over 
"Cecilia,"  before  they  had  read  "Evelina"  at  all;  so  that 
they  were  nearly  ail  years  behind  Mrs.  Cholraoudeley,  Mrs, 
Thrale,  Mr.  Boaeawen,  and  Mrs.  Montaj;n,  when  they  heard 
"  Evelina  "  read  by  Miss  Hamilton  in  Decomber,  1783.  Why 
are  tihe  words  "  which  the  Duohesa  of  Portland  itnadd  to  haye 
uttered,"  not  cited  as  they  stand  in  the  "  Diary  of  Maduaa, 
D'Arblay  ?  '  If  copied  correctly,  they  spoil  tlie  under-limna« , 
of  the  paragraph  we  have  called  niiLgular,  by  showing  it  wai 
"  "  Oeeilia"  the  ladies  spoke—"  The  Harrels  "  being  a  rodc- 
IcBB  couple  of  fashion  in  "  Cecilia:  " — 

'  The  Harrels  I  0,  then  the  Harrels  ! '  cried  Mrs.  Dolaiiy, 
'If  you  apeak  of  the  Harrels,  and  of  the  morality  of  the 
hook,"  cried  the  Duchess,  with  a  solemn  sort  of  voice;  '  we 
shall,  indeed,  never  give  Miss  Burney  her  dne :  so  striking, 
0  pure,  BO  genuine,  ao  instructive.' " 
It  was  trifling  with  the  readera.  and  buyers,  of  the  "  Cor- 
respondence of  Mrs,  Delany,'  to  ti^ru  this  sentence  into  bad 
grammar,  and  to  distort  it's  meaning  by  clumsy  omissions." 

a  lu  IwgiQ  to  read 


luother  story  told  by   this  editor  is 
f  pettiest  anecdote  we  orer  sow  iu  p 

-  -■■  "jf^i, 

taiipo  than  thot  fotal  aftiiir  in  Prance  ; — 

"  Mrs.  Delaiiy  ....  had  noc  seea  enough  of  her  " 
(Miss  Buruey)  "  to  be  aware  how  utterly  unfit  she  was  for  any 
|ilace  requiring  punctuality,  iieatneHs.  or  uiannal  dexterity; 
<Qaeen  Charlolttie  used  to  cam|)laiii  to  Mrs.  Delaiiy  that  Miss 
lluruey  oould  not  Icaro  to  tie  the  bow  of  her  necklace  on 
Court-days  without  giving  her  p^n  by  pettiti!;  thf  Jiair  at  the 
liacW  of  the  neck  tied  in  with  it.") 

Now,  MisB  Buruey  did  not  tie  the  bow  of  tlie  Queen's  neck- 
lace on  Conrt-daya.  One  of  the  Bed-chamber  women,  for  whoso 
-■uilty  name  we  wiU  not  seek,  must  have  liurt  that  '■  Sweet 
.'■ipen."  On  Conrt-dayB.n  bell  was  mug  foi"  li  Bod-chaniber- 
i^ruau,  wbo  tied  on  the  neoklace,  ba7ided  the  fan,  and  tbn 
-inves,  and  carried  the  royal  trwn  to  the  ante- room,  where 
a  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber  took  the  command  of  the  qneenljni 
skirts.  I 

If  Miss  Barney  ever  committed  "  Iieie-Majtete,"  (in  it'iiij 
firrt  meaning,)  it  mast  have  been  on  oommon-days,  not  on. 
**  Mrt-dnys  ;  but  how  the  atory  is  spoilt  when  "  Oourt-doys  " 
n  out  of  the  sentence  I  Even  with  Court-dayB  left  in 
a  it  nob  like  one  of  those  stories  told  by  Miss  Carolina 
tbdmina  Amelia  Skeggs,    to  which  Mr.    Burcboll   oricd 

o  editor  once  or  twine  calls  Miss  Buruey,  "  one  of  Queen 
Dtte's  dressers."    If  bUo  had  referred  to  "  Debrott's  Royal 
londar,"  for  the  yeai-a  in    wUioh  ilias  Buruey   hold  c 
a  would  there  have  found;  — 

''  IvEBFBlW  OP  THB  RoHBS. 

BS.  80HWELLENBBBGEN,  MRS.  F.  BUBNEY."- 
r  asustant,  or  Wardrobe  Woman,  Mrs.  Thielky  (o'^ 
■  Ab,  Ma'am,'  crieii  Mra.  Delany  firehly. '  luid  iIobs  y»ur  Graoi 
Biw  proteating  you  would  nen-c  I'ead  '- Cedlia  "  ?  ' 
I*  Tet,'  wid  she,  iBDgliin^, '  I  ileclDj'eil  tliot  five  volumeB  conid  in.  . . 
<■  Bttuked,  but  sinoe  I  began  I  hare  reail  it  tbree  eimE9." 
Tliii  seema  to  be  what  an  imperfeoc  memory  made  into  unwillingness 
\ie  presented  to  the  author ;  elill,  as  Dr.  Johnsan  «aid  to  aome  man, 
'"'f,  yon  cIt«  ail  ill  aoonunt  of  your  own  taste  nr  HndorstHndini;,  il 
-*  --■  moMiui  I't  raiui  such  nbuaV  as  •  Ca^iVia.' ''—'' lliayy  qf-f 


IM  Any  maM 
IfArtOay,"  f. 


Thieloke),  waa  the  "real  actiug  persou,"  Miss  Biiruey,  aa  she 
Bays,  "  the  apparent  one."  Mrs.  Schwellenberg  and  Mibb 
Burnej  always  received  at  tea,  aud  ofteu  at  dinner,  all  tho 
gentlemen  and  many  of  the  ladies,  who  wore  invited  U) 
Windsor,  "as  only  o.  select  few  could  eat  with  the  King  and 
Queen  ;  and  those  few,  ladies — no  ineu,  of  what  rank  a 
sitting  ill  the  Queen's  presence." 

Tt  wonld  have  been  singularly  imiiertineiib  in  tho  King  aud 
Queen  to  set  more  dressers  to  entertain  Bishoiis,  Lords,  and 
Commons  and  their  wives. 

As  for  the  "  neatnesu  and  manual  dexterity  "  ( !  !  I  J,  liei'e  it 
the  opiuiou  of  the  wife  of  an  Irish  Bishop,  given  to  Miss 
Bumey  before  morning- prayer,  in  the  chapel  at  Windsor; — 
"  Well  ;  Ihe  Queen,  la  hea^tre,  is  a  great  deal  better  tit'essed  than 
ehe  tued  to  be ;  but,  for  all  that,  I  really  think  it  is  but  an  odd 
thing  for  you ! — Dear  !  I  think  it's  something  so  out  of  the 
way  for  yovt — I  oan't  think  how  you  set  about  it  at  Qrst,  It 
muBt  have  been  very  droll  to  you  at  first."  ' 

Lady  Llanover  prints  ^ome  very  trifiing  notes  from  Uisa 
Bnrney  to  a  Mary   Hamilton,  niece  of   the   well-known   Sir 

'  Lei  aa  pluck  one  or  tivn  of  Lady  Lkno^er's  weeds  of  aueeohi 
"  Ab  the  dnogliler  of  a.  muaie-maater,''  (Miaa  Biirnev)  '■  hmi  uo  individu«i 
poul  ion  whatever  !"  Might  we  not  tbink  wb  heard  Mrs.  Schwellenberg 
Haying  :  "  Tho  Queen  will  give  yon  a  gown.  .  .  .  The  Queen  «aya 
you  are  not  rich."'  .  .  .  "  wbenlgivefoiilhe  gown,  I  will  loll  jou 
when  you  may  make  your  curtsey." 

Ladi  Llanoveri  "  ^fias  Biiviiey  hod  an  aodetined  sort  of  cekbrity, 
— n  by  bar  taleiibi.'' 


nothing  whnt  you  call  n 


iitt  you 


Janx  Aubtick  :  "  II  IB  only  '  Cecilis,' or  Cnmilla,'  or'  Buliuda; '  or,  in 
short,  only  some  work  in  which  the  greatest  powera  of  llie  mind  are  dia- 
pluyed,  in  which  most  thorough  knawlatigo  of  human  tiaturo,  the  happiest 
delineKtion  of  it'a  viu'iGtii.-s,  Uie  liveliest  elFuBiaiis  of  wit  and  humour  arc 
conrsyed  to  the  world." — 

LoRn  Btiion  toMa.  Mbbhai-.  "Dee,  a7, 1813. 

"  Lord  Holland  is  laid  up  willi  che^iit,  and  would  feel  obliged  If  you 
cnuki  obtain,  and  send  us  aoun  us  paasible,  Mwlmne  lyArblay'l  (or  evan 
Miaa  Edgeworth's)  new  work.  1  Itiiow  they  are  not  out  j  hut  il  ia  pw- 
hupa  poasible  for  your  Majaty  to  command  what  wa  cannot  with  muoh 

auing  jiuccliMO.  ss  yet I  woidd  alinoal  fall  sick  myself  to 

jTflt  at  Mudanio  IVArblaj'a  writing.     ....     '' — Movre'x  "Life  q/ 


EPTOOGOl.  "lil 

William  HamiltoD,  British  Ambaasador  at  NftjileH.'  They 
were  not  worth  the  priuting,  but  they  aro  used  aa  pegi,  ou 
trhiob  to  hang  rigmarole. 

Ill  oue  of  these  notes  Miaa  Bumey  utters  a  timid  wish  that 
she  might  aeo  "  the  Vaae."  "  The  Portland  Vae»  " !  cries  tiie 
editor,  eager  to  show  that  Mies  Buritey  was  not  oa  sach  a 
footing  with  the  Daohese  of  Portland  aa  to  onjo;  any  cer- 
tainty of  a  TJiiou  of  that  ethnic  and  unholy  "  Oruil."  If  the 
editor  had  looked  into  Madame  D'Arblay's  "  Diary,"  she 
would  there  have  found  it  was  the  Hamiltofi  Viue,  which 
MisB  Burney  had  missed  seeing,  one  day,  and  hoped  to  see 
Bome  other.'     This  would  have  spoilt  her  argument. 

Liaet  of  all  comes  a  miserable  cavil  about  some  trifling 
remembrances  bequeathed  to  Miss  Bumey  by  Mra.  Delauy. 
It  atanda  thus:  "MiasBnrney  quoted  the  eipresaions  appended 
to  the  bequests  mode  to  Dr.  Kurd,  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  the 
Garl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  Maaou,  the  poet,  aa  addi'essed  to 
herself."  What  Mias  Burney  did  say,  writing  to  her  sister,^ 
was:  "  Thoy,"  (that  is,  these  worda,)  "were  ordered  to  be  sent 
me  with  the  portrait  nf  Saccharissa,  and  two  medaliious  of 
their  majesties :  thej  were  originally  written  to  accompany  the 
legacy  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Dr.  Hurd,  aa  you  may  per- 
ceive by  the  Btyle.but  it  was  desired  thoy  might  also  be  copied; — 

"  I  take  this  liberty,  that  my  mnoh-esteemed  and  respected 
fnend  may  eometimea  recollect  a  person  who  was  so  sensible 
of  the  honour  of  [his]  [her]  friendship,  and  who  delighted  80 
uitioh  in  her  conperaatiou  and  works." 

■  This  Miaa  Uamiltun  is  llie  nubinct  of  an  oddnolc  by  this  rditor. 

On  tbe  SOLh  o(  May,  I7S1,  Mrs.  Uel&ay  sends  to  her  dear  Mias 
Homillon  "a  lina  of  caneratulation  on  the  return  of  a  'day  so  infinite!/ 
valuable.'  ....  ifeel  its  ronaequenuea  Mo  miK'h  In  expreaa,  and 
am  aa  little  alila  to  do  justice  to  the  flaw  of  good  wishes  tbnt  it  may  prove 
emgr  year  a  blesaing  to  hbb  who  la  a  blesalng  lo  all."  '■'  The  Editor '' 
(f^}  "ii  unable  to  explain  this  dute,  u  the  IStli  <if  Jan.  was  the  biiLh- 
j^  of  Queen  Charlotte;  and  4th  June,  of  George  III."  It  nerer  sUllics 
Aa  editor,  that  thebirthdny  of  Miss  Uaiailton  might  be  "  infinitely  vaJu- 
■Ue"  toherbrisads, — "  Oorre^eiulwiee  qf  Mrs.  Mnny,"  p.  aa,  toI.  yi. 

'  •' Diary,"  &c.,  p.  3(W,yol.  ii.,  Jan.  15,1764:— "  There  was  a  worU 
of  icgnt  at  the  bmidoiT  about  my  not  going  to  •■ee  the  Hamilioo  Viise, 


_.., .      It  may  have  been  the  vasaaftcrwiirdi  .        ..   _ 
Mid  by  Sir  W,  Hamillon ;  but  it  was  bis  whan  Miss  Burney 


muiOD  vase,  i 

e  Diichessoi  J 


Wli7  should  these  mioute  cavils  ever  have  been  modal 
There  is  inuoh  more  of  this  editor's  ligniarole  which  Home- 

as  amounts  to  railing!  but  we  are  of  Hooker's  mind,  ' 
railing  I  answer  nothing  {  "  above  all,  to  clamonr  raised  round 


Madame  D'Abblat  to  Ma^  Lock,  1796 : — 


Maoaue  D'Abblay  to  Mjrs.  (WADriBGTOis),  Jtjhk,  1797 !— 
"  It  wna  n  vnry  Bwoet  thought  to  mnka  my  little  immeaaka  wriU 

THIS  "little  namesake"  was  Frances  Waddiugton,  born 
□ntheJith  of  March,  1791 ;  married  to  the  famous  Bunsen 
Q  the  Ist  of  July.  1S17.  Her  letters  and  journals  have  bee 
edited,  and  her  life  written  bj  Mr.  Augustus  Hare. 

On  piige  71,  Tol,  i.  of  this  Life  we  find  the  following  ertract 
from  the  journal  of  Miss  Waddington ; — 

"  June  5,  1805, 

"  The   Queen "    (Obarlotte)   ■'  apoke    rery    graciously    to 

mamma,  and  made  inquiries  after  Madame  D'Arblay." 

To  this,  the  following  note  is  appended; — 

"  Beeause   the   pension  of  Madame  D'Arblay,  which  had 

eased  on  her  marriage  and  residence  in  France,  had  been  re> 

stored  on  tlie  representation  and  personal  iniluence  of  Mrs. 

Waddington,  who  made  known  her  reduced  circumstances  to 

Queen    Charlotte."     No  authority  is   given  for  these  state- 

nentB,  all  of  which  we  believe  to  be  Incorrect. 

We  must  first  remark  that  Madame  D'Arblay  had  been 
learly  nine  years  married  before  she  went  to  France  at  all. 
Between  the  two  events,  there  is  not  even  the  pause  of  a 
lomma  in  the  note  we  have  cited. 

Itis'oertain  that  she  was  paid  her  pension  during  those  nine 
years  ;  it  is  as  cQi'hain  that  it  did  not  cease  on  her  going  to 
Franca,  nor,  so  far  aa  is  known,  did  it  ever  ceaae,  although  for 
two  jeara  ffroro  the  spring  of  180!1  to  the  end  of  May  1805) 

'  "  Diary  uf  Madftme  D'Arblay,"  p,  78,  vol.  i 


^beliad  no  TemittanoQa  of  money  from  BaglandfrcimauyBoarce 
^WifttBoever.  This  covers  Ibe  whole  time,  as  dealc  wiLh  in  the 
^Bote  we  have  cited,  between  the  marriage  oFMadatDe  D'Arhlaj, 
Hi  1793,  and  Miss  Waddiiigton's  viait  to  WiadBor,  in  1805. 
H^  Let  OS  show  that  this  hiudrance  of  payment,  caused  by  the 
Btr&r,  is  the  grain  of  truth  out  of  which  have  sprouted  these 
■figments.  We  believe  Mr.  Hare  to  have  taken  some  family 
I  Isgeod  of  the  Waddiogtone  upon  trust,  and  put  it  iuto  print 
I  ia  this  note  without  testing  it'!;  truth. 

1  Before  marrying.  Miss  buruey  mnde  lierself  siiro  tbat  this 
I  linndred  a  year  would  not  be  withdrawn.  Who  spoke,  or 
I  wrote,  foi"  her  to  tiie  Queen,  we  are  not  told ;  but  she  married, 
KWith  the  Boyal  sanction,  upon  that  hnndred  a  year.'  This 
■pftB  on  the  Slat  of  Jnly,  1793.  On  the  2nd  of  August,  she 
^■rote  to  tell  her  "  eweet  friend,"  Mrs.  Waddington,  of  her 
Hhairiage,  that  she  might  spare  her  "  weak  nerves  and  tender 
^BpactasDrprisealmost  tooBtrongfor  them."  Mrs. Waddington 
^kd  not  long  left  London,  where  she  had  all  bat  met  the 
^Bb^svalier  D'Arblay.  She  was  an  exacting  friend,  claiming  to 
Hkiow  all  Miss  Bnraey  did,  yet  she  had  not  beeu  told  of  this 
^Komtahip.  "Such,"  wrote  Madame  D'Arblay,  "was  the  un- 
OMtainty  of  my  situation,  from  prudential  gbstaclea,  that  I 
d»red.veiiture  at  no  confidence.'' '  In  1796,  Madame  D'Arblay 
dedicated  "  Camilla  "  to  the  Queen,  who,  tierenpon,  joined  the 
a  giving  her  what  was  then  called  "  a  compliment "  of 
indred  guineas,  ill  return  for  golden  words  of  loyai  affection. 


L*  See  tba  "Piury  of  Msdnme  D'Arliliiy,"  p.  435,  vol.  v 
"Diary  of,  Muduroe  D'Arblay,"  p.  430.  vol.   i 

.    «»_     «r^jj- 1    ,_„-J    MmlmnB    D'Arhlnir 


vol. 


Bat  Mrs.  Wuddinglnti  teased  Madame  D  Arblny  tu  write  !ier  full 

InuntR  of  all  she  did  may  be  seen  in  the  "  Diary."    At  .page  32,  vol. 

LnMifilKlu  leltGT  in  answer  to  "  a  dry  reproof"  from  Mrs.  Wadding- 

f  far  not  hiving  been  told  of  the  production  of  a  irngody  by  Madame 

Uiblayi    At  p.  44.  vol.  vi ,  we  find  Madame  D'Arblay  wriliog  to 

"js,  Waddington :  "  Let  me  hasten  t^  tell  yon  something'  of  myself 

It  I  duill  be  very  norry  you  abouli)  hear  from  any  other,  as  )tiur  too 

Mptrble  mind  would  be  hiirl  again,  and  that  would  grieTe  me  quite 

■■■iB  heart."     Again,  at  p.  103,  vol.  vi. ,  in  answer  to  fresh  complaints 

lO  ahprtnass  of  Uer  letters,  Madame  D'Arblay  writes  to  ilra.  Wail- 

tOn  1 — "Tiiu  »sk  me  what  information  any  of  my  late  letters  have 

a  yon,  except  nf  my  health  and  affection It  appears  lo  me, 

^M  wrongly,  that  you  liave  wrought  yourself  into  a  fit  of  fancied 
mtmnnt  against  a  siiLtesaion  of  abort  letters,  which  cnald  only  haTf 
n  merited  by  letters  thai  were  unfriendly," 


In  1797  and  1798  there  are  proofs  in  her  "Diary"  that  ehs 
was  in  receipt  of  her  penaion.'  It  in  clear  eha  was  in  high 
favour,  having  long  private  interviews  with  the  Qaeen  vrhen- 
she  weot  to  Court.  Before  going  to  France  in  1802,  she 
a  long  farewell-audience  of  the  Queen,  and  took  leave  of 
the  King  and  the  Priocesaea.  She  wrote  letters  from  France 
to  MiaB  Planta,  for  the  Qiieeii*s  reading. 

Ihe  went  for  a  year,  or  eighteen  monthB,  only,  but  was  kept 
r  ten  jeara.  The  "  Short  Peace,''  (as  old  folks  used  to  call 
"  Peace  of  Amiens,")  was  aigtied  in  March,  1802,  about  a 
month  before  ahe  sailed,  and  broken  by  Buonaparte  in  the  May 
of  1803, — jnet  as  she  was  thinking  that  she  might  be  able  to 
return  to  England  in  the  antiimu. 

W"e  have  a  letter  from  Madame  D'ArbJay  to  Dr.  Bnrney, 
bearing  the  date  of  the  29th  of  May,  1805.  In  it,  BhetelUher 
Either  that  General  D'Arblay  has  obtained  hie  half-pay  of 
' "  2  10«.  yearly,  and  that,  as  "  all  tlieir  resowcetfrom.  Englami 
had  ceated  with  the  jieace,"  and  little  was  left  of  what  they  had 
brooght  over,  he  had,  after  muGh  seekiug,  obtained  a  civil 
appointment.'  Letters  were  then  sent  by  way  of  Hamburg, 
o  that  it  ifl  very  unlikely  Dr.  Bnrney  had  received  this  letter 
a  the  5th  of  June,  when  the  Waddingtoiis  were  at  Windsor ; 
but  the  Queen  knew  that  Mrs.  Waddington  wrote  to  Madame 
D'Arblay  ;  and,  it  may  be,  knew  she  saw  Dr.  Burney,  who 
dined  with  the  Waddingtons,  six  days  later — on  the  11th  of 
le;  thrrofore,  "the  Queen  made  inquiries  after  Madame 
D'Arblay." 

About  this  time,  Dr.  Burney  wrote  to  his  daughter,  giving 
heralistof  those  friends  who  yet  lived,  and  etill  thought  of  her 
He  Bays  i .  .  .  ,  "Mrs.  Waddington,"  (who  is  last  on  the  list,) 
"  and  many  more  of  yotir  faithful  votaries,  still  live,  and  never 
le  without  urgent  inqniriee  after  you."  All  the  baseless 
fabric  of  this  note  may  have  been  raised  on  the  pity  which 
muBt  have  been  felt  for  Madame  D'Arblay  by  the  Queen,  and 
Mrs.  Waddington,  and  all  her  "  other  faithful  votaries ; "  aod 
on  tii«r  wonder  how  she  contrived  to  live  when  all  direct 
communication  with  Boglatid  was  barred  by  the  blockade. 
They  did  not  know  that  General  D'Arblay  had  recovered,  or 


roenred,  any  means  of  living.  All  they  knew  was,  that 
either  har  penaion,  nor  the  profits  of  her  booke,  had  reaohad 
IP  between  April,  1803,  and  Jane,  1805, 
It  is  cot  to  be  supposed  that  bor  bankers  did  not  find  means 
a  remit  tnoaey  to  her  later  on.  That  letter  of  May  the  29th, 
"jOS,  oantainB  her  last  mention  of  poverty. 
In  1S1&,  she  escapes  to  England.  There  and  then  she  is 
a  her  old  footing  with  the  Qaecii  and  the  Frinoeaaes.  She 
jjends  three  days  oat  of  the  five  they  are  in  town  with  them 
t  St.  James's  Palace  in  JTebraary,  1313.  She  ta  with  them 
tt  ilay,  ahe  is  "  received  more  grajiioualy  than  ever  if 
bat  be  possible,"  and  ao  on,  until,  jiiat  before  the  Queen's 
"  "  Q  1817,  she  viaita  her  old  and  dear  miatreaa  every  day 
tt  Bath.  We  have  read  that  some  one,  when  tbe  phraae  was 
B  novel  as  it  ia  absurd,  aakc'd  Lord  Plunket  what  a  man,  who 
.styled  his  book  "ajjerMnal  narrative,"  could  meau  ?  "We 
^wyers,"  replied  Lord  FlaDket,"nse  perijontti,  as  distinct  from. 
In  thia  aenae,  we  muat  nnderataud  the  "  personal  in. 
«"orMrB.WBddington,who  left  Windaor  (aa  Miss  Port) 
D  April,  1788.'  In  Auguat  of  the  eame  year,  we  find  Miaa 
(nraey  writing ; —  .  .  .  ,  "I  had  no  room"  .  .  .  (at 
Jbfiltenham,)  "  whatsoever  at  my  own  diapoaal,  in  aach  a 
ks  to  enable  my  having  the  happineaa  to  receive  any  of 
ly  private  friends  ;  even  Mias  P[ort],  though  known  to  all  the 
toyal  Family,  I  could  never  venture  to  invite  oioept  whea 
Iiey  were  abroad,"  ^  Thia  looks  not  like  iaSuence ;  nor  does 
ay  influence  make  itself  manifest  through  the  signs  of 
relcome  granted  to  Mrs.  Waddington  at  Windsor.  They 
B  lesB  than  we  ahould  have  expected,  seeing  that  she  had 

'  For  lotlers  to   Mrs.    Waildinglon,  see   [he  "  Diary  of  Madame 

'Arblay,"  pp.  li,  13,  133,  147,  170,  35j,  vol.    v.-,    pp.  14,  32,  ii,  109, 

'  TJ.  i  p.  B,  vel.  riii.     She  Is  the  Miss  P.  of  tlie  "  Diarv."    Inlelligant 

'    «  might  form  a  fair  nution  of  Ler  uliaracter  and  aicuation  Uom 

kind  letters  of  advice,  without  liaving  seen  tbe  sketch  by  Mr. 

ncuBtus  Hare  J    wbicb,  on  the  whole,  fits   ialo,  and   expJams  these 

" —  ;  "  Her  Wo  Biiaceptilile  mind" — "  Her  loo  agitated  raind" — is  the 

of  Madame  D'Arblay's  WRrniiigs,     .    .     .    "  GuardyoorBelfall 

n  EWiio  ruminaling  loo  deeply,  anil  fruni  indulging  every  riaiiig 

I,  whether  oFpatiF, or  ufpEuuM'^.     Yon  are  all  made  up  with  pru- 

. jg  10  both ;  1  see  it  with  concern,  yet  with  ailded  tenderness  i  aes 

«Im>  yourself,  and  it  can  do  no  evil" — "  Diary  qf  Madame  l/Arbl      " 
1 3,  vol.  T. 

I  '*Kary,''p.  216,  vol.  iv. 


apent  three  yeara  under  the  eyes  of  the  Boyal  Pftmily,  aiid 
left  Windsor  as  a  lovely  and  intereating  "girl  of  Biiteen," 
who  had  lost  her  best  friend,  and  had,  as  it  were,  no  home  * 
Mr.  Hare  doea  not  shoiv  her  as  going  to  Windsor  at  all,  bo- 
tweau  1788  and  that  5th  of  June,  1805,  when  Misa  Fielding 
said  ;  "  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  send  for  you,  if  they  knaw 
yon  were  here,"  "  'I'hey  "  did,  and  Mrs.  Waddiiigton  saw  the 
Queeit,  with  all  the  Frin cess es,  and  agre&t  many  more  ladies. 
The  Queen  "  made  soniB  remarks  on  Mamma's  having  two 
BDoh  great  girls,"  asked  after  Madame  D'Arb!ay,  then  said 
'"  she  would  not  detain  ua  any  longer."  Mr.  Hare  tells  OB 
'  Mre,  Waddington  went  to  see  her  old  friends  at  Wiudsor, 
in  1806,  1807,  1808;  but  she  is  not  shown  to  have  seen  the 
Queen,  except  once  on  the  terrace  only,  "in  an  amazing 
crowd,"  in  1807. 

It  would  be  slaying  the  slain  to  proceed. 

At  page  400,  vol,  i.,  of  the  "  Life  of  Baroness  Bnnsen,"  we 
find  some  very  harah  and  crude  remaiks  by  that  lady  on  the 
"Memoirs  of  Dr.  Barney."  The  hook  may  have  reached  her 
in.  the  company  of  Oroker's  review  of  it,  and  of  the  commeuts 
of  some  of  her  own  kindred  on  what  had  given  them  offence 
ia  the  notice  of  Mrs.  Dolany  by  Madami-  D'Arblay.  Madame 
Buoseu's  wrath  is  uttered  in  the  language  of  the  conventicle : 
"blasphemous"  and  " unohriBtian,"  are,  however,  grotesque 
L  words  to  nso  to  anything,  written  anywhere,  by  Madame 
B'Arblay,  whom  Johtison  aaked  to  praj  for  him  in  his  last 
I  illness. 

We  Jievep,  to  our  kuowiedge,  saw  any  of  the  Bnrneys,  but 
I  we  are  ready  to  tilt  with  our  pen  for  the  writer  who  has 
given  UB  so  much  pleasure  as  the  famous  Frances,  against 
Croker — "  not  quite  a  felon,  yet  but  half  a  knight;"  agwniit 
the  discourteous  and  inosaot  editor  of  "  Mrs.  Delany'a  Cor- 
raspondenee,"  aud  against  whosoevei-  put  incorreot  infiir- 
■mation  before  Mr.  Angnstus  Hare,  who  was  worthy  of  better 


\ORiaiNAL    INSCRIPTION.^ 
To  [Db.  Edbnet]. 

Oh,  Author  of  my  being !— far  more  diiar 

To  mo  tbau  light,  than  nourishment,  or  rest, 

Hygeia's  hlessinga,  Rapture's  buriiiiig  tear, 
Or  ttie  life-blood  that  mautleE  in  my  breast! 

If  in  my  heart  the  love  of  Virtue  glows, 
'TWBs  [ilanted  there  hy  au  unerring  rule ; 

Prom  thy  example  the  pure  flame  arose, 

Tliy  life,  my  precept, — tliy  good  works,  my  Bohool    I 

Ooold  my  weak  jxiw'rs  thy  uurn'roas  virtnes  trace. 
By  filial  love  each  fear  should  be  vopress'd ; 

•The  blush  of  Incapacity  I'd  chace, 

And  stand,  Eeoorder  of  thy  worth,  cocfeas'd : 

Bnt  since  my  uiggard  stara  that  gift  i-efuae. 
Concealment  ia  the  only  boon  I  claim  i 

Obscure  be  still  the  unaucMsEfnl  Muse, 

\Vho  cannot  raise,  but  would  not  sink,  thy  fflme. 

Oh  1  of  my  lifo  at  once  the  source  and  joy  ! 

If  o'er  thy  eyes  theae  feeble  lines  survey, 
Let  not  their  folly  their  intent  destroy  ; 

Accept  the  tribute — but  forget  the  lay. 


^  \PRTGINAL   DEDICATION.} 
TO  THE  AUTHORS 

OF  THE 

MONTHLY   AND    CRITICAL   REVTRWS, 

Genti^men, 

'  I  'HE  liberty  which  I  take  iu  addreasiug  to  you  the  trifling 
■'■  [irodnction  of  a  few  idle  hours,  will  doubtlesB  move  yonr 
wonder,  aad  [Tobably  yoiir  contempt,  I  will  not,  however, 
with  the  futility  of  apologies,  intrude  u[ion  yotir  time,  bnt 
liriefly  Bokoowledga  the  motives  of  my  temerity  ;  lest,  by  a 
premature  eMrcise  of  that  patience  which  I  hope  will  befriend 
me,  I  should  leesea  its  benevolence,  and  be  acccsBBry  to  tKf 
own  condemnation. 


Without  name,  without  recommendation,  and  unknown 
•like  to  8noc6H8  and  disgrace,  to  whom  can  I  so  properly 
•pply  for  patronage,  as  to  those  who  jiublioly  profess  them- 
■elTCB  Inspectors  of  all  literary  perfc 


% 


^  The  ertensive  plan  of  your  oritioal  observations, — whiob, 
^^AOt  confined  to  works  of  utility  or  ingenaity,  is  equally  ojien 
^^B  those  of  frivolous  amnsemont,— and,  yet  worse  than 
^^Hroloaa,  dnllnesB, — encourages  me  to  Heek  for  yonr  proteo- 
^^Kmi  since, — perhaps  for  my  sine  I — it  iutiUea 


-^^^J 


annotatiouB,  To  resent,  therefore,  this  offering,  howev' 
Bigiiificant,  would  ill  become  the  nniyRrsality  of  yonr  n 
takiug  ;  though  not  to  despise  it  may,  alaa  I  be  oat  of 
power. 

The  language  of  adulation,  and  the  iucenae  of  fla 
though  the  natural  inheritance,  and  constant  reaonreQ, 
time  iin memorial,  of  the  Dedicator,  toiiie  ofl'er  nothiuj;  In 
wistful  regret  that  I  daie  not  in\oli.e  tbair  aid,  Sij 
views  would  be  imiiuled  to  all  I  could  aay;  since, 
aituatod,  to  estol  your  judgmpnt, would  seem  the  effeett 
and  to  celebrate  youi  impai  tiality,  be  attributed  to 
pecting  it. 

Ab  magistrates  of  tie  prosH,  aud  CeuBors  for  the  pub 
to  which  you  are  bound  by  the  eaered  ties  of  iutegri 
esert  the  mOst  spiritGd  impartiality,  aud  to  which 
suffrages  should  carry  the  marks  of  pure,  dauntless, 
fragable  truth— to  appeal  for  jour  Mehcv,  were  to  solicit 
diHboiioiir ;  and  therefore, — though  'tis  sweeter  than  i 
inoenae, — more  gi-atefnl  to  the  sensea  thou  all  ttio  oi 
peirSaineB  of  Arabia, — and  though  ^^H 

It  drc>p|ioth  hke  the  gentle  min  rrom  lu!aven,^^H 
OpoD  Che  plauu  benuuih, ^^| 

I  court  it  not !  to  your  juatice  alone  I  am  iiititled,  and  b; 
1  must  abide.  Your  engagemente  arc  not  to  theBupplii 
authors  :    but   to   the   candid   public,  which  will   not  i 

ThR  penalty  uud  forfe!!  of  your  bond. 

No  hackneyed  writer,  innred  to  abuse,  and  callo 
criticism,  here  braves  your  aoycrity  ; — neither  does  a 
starved  garretteer.  .1 

(.Iblig'd  by  hunger— anrt  ri>,|aeRt 


implore  your  lenity  r  joiireiamiiiation  wiHbe  alike  ujibiasBod 
bj  partifttitj  and  prejndice  ; — no  refractory  murmuring  wi' 
follow  your  eeneure,  uo  private  interest  be  gratified  by  your 


m 


Let  uotthoaniiougBolicitade  with  which  I  recommend  my  self 
to  your  notioe,  eipoae  me  to  your  derision.  Remember,  Getitle- 
ii'n,  joa  were  all  young  writere  oupe,aud  the  most  eiperieuced 
.  .hCifan  of  your  corps  may,  by  recollecting  his  first  pablication, 
uoTate  his  first  terrors, andleamtoallowformine.  Forthongh 
V  uurage  is  one  of  the  nobleet  yirtues  of  tliis  nether  sphere; 
andthoughscarcely  more  requi?it-e  in  tbefield  of  battle,  to  guard 
Ihe  fighting  hero  from  disgrace,  than  in  the  private  commerco 
of  the  world,  to  ward  ofl'  that  littleuess  of  soul  which  loads, 
by  steps  im]iercoptible,  to  all  the  base  train  of  the  iuferior 
pBHsiona,  and  by  wiiich  the  too  timid  mind  ia  betrayed  into  a 
servility  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature  !  yet  is  it 
a  virtue  of  no  uccesBity  iu  a  sitaatioa  Bach  as  mine ;  a  eitna- 
ciou  which  removes,  even  from  cowardice  itself,  the  sting  of 
ifriioiniiiy  ; — for  surely  that  courage  may  easily  be  dispensed 
with,  which  would   rather   eioite   disgust  than  admiration  1 

hidced,  it  ia  tiio  peculiar  privilepe  of  ati  author,  to  rob  tcrroi* 

if  contempt,  and  puEillauimity  of  reproach. 

Here  let  me  feel — and  snatch  mySelf,  while  I  yet  am  able, 
frr,m  the  fascination  of  BGonsiii — a  mousterwho  has  more 
:i(ariBB  than  ever  did  homage  to  the  moat  popular  deity 
r  !>ntiqtiity;  and  whose  singular  quality  ia,  that  while  be 
■  luiLea  a  blind  and  involuntary  adoration  in  almost  every 
uuiiridnal,  bis  influence  is  nniversally  disallowed,  his  power 
^ertally  contemned,  and  his  worshiii,  even  by  his  followers, 
r  mButiouod  but  with  abhorrence. 
Bftddreesingyon  jointly,  1  mean  but  to  mark  the  eeiierous 
jnta  by  which  liberaJ  oriticiaia,  to  tlie  wttat  Mi\vi\i\\aJACn 


I 


SKDIOIXIOH. 

of  euyy,  Jealoaay,  ftnd   bll   Belfish   I'ipwB,   onKht   to   be   dl 
tiugnisbed. 

I  have  the  liouDur  to  be, 
Gemtlbmen, 
Yonr  moat  obedient 

Hamble  Servant) 


'[ORIOINAL  PREFACE.} 


"N  Uu  repablia  of  letters,  there  is  no  member  of  such  inferioi;,  J 

Tank,  or  who  ia  bo  muoh  dieduued  by  his  brethren  of  the 

.11,  aa  the  hambls  Novelist:  nor  is  his  fate  leaa  hard  in  the 

■Id  at  large,  siiioe,  among  the  whole  claea  of  writere,  per- 

ooe  can  be  named  of  tthich  the  votaries  are  m 

B  but  less  rcapect,able. 

Tet,  while  in  the  annals  of  those  few  of  our  predeoesaore,  to. 

'bom  thie  apecies  of  writing  is  indebted  for  being  saved  froni 

itempt,  and  reeoued  from  depravity,  wo  oan  trace  such 

lesaBBousseau,  Johuaon,'  Mariraiix,  Fielding,  Bichardson, 

tnd  Smollett,  no  man   need  btnsh  at  starting  from  the  same 

put,  though  many,  nay,  most  men,  may   eigh  at  fiiidiug 

tbemBelves  distanced. 

The  following  letters  are  presented  to  the  Piiblio — for  su 
by  novel  writers,  novel  readers   will   bo  called, — with  a  very 
ringulor  mixture  of  tim.idity  and   confidence,  resulting  from 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  editor;    who,  though  trembling 
for  their  buccbss  from  a  conscious  uess  of  their  imjierfectio: 
jet  feare  not  bPtng  involved  in  their  disgrace,  while  happily    , 
wrapped  op  in  a  mantle  of  impenotrablo  obacurity. 

To  draw  characters  from  nature,  though  not  from  life,  and  ] 
fa)  mark  the  manners  of  the  times,  is   the  attempted  plan  of 
the  following  letters.      For  this    purpose,  a  young  female, 
ediuated  in  the  most  secluded  retirement,  makes,  at  the  age 
of  aaventaen,  her  first  appesj^auce  upon   the  great  and  busy 


'  Howerer  »uperi 


IT  the  capocilies  Tn  which  these  greut  writers  deurve 
ly  must  panlon  nie  ihnt,  ftiv  tliu  illgiiiL;f  of  mv  vibr 
nuibois  of  liiuiwliij  mid  QIo'ihs  »s  ^uve\\tt».  H 


mi  PBSTAOB.  f 

stage  of  life ;  with  a  virtnouB  mind.  &  cnltivated  nnderff 
iiig,  and  a  feeling  heart,  her  iguorance  of  the  forma,  an 
experience  in  the  manners  of  the  world,  oooaaiou  all  the 
incidents  which  these  volumes  record,  and  which  forn 
natural  progrcsBion  of  the  life  of  a  young  woman  of  obi 
birth,  but  conspicuous  beauty,  for  the  first  six  months 
her  Entrance  into  the  icorld. 

PorhapB,  were  it  [loasiblo  to  effect  the  total  extirpati 
novels,  oar  young  ladies  in  general,  and  boarding-Si 
damsels  in  particular,  might  profit  from  their  anuihila 
but  since  the  distemper  they  have  spread  seems  incoi 
since  their  contagion  bids  defiance  to  the  medicine  of  u 
or  reprohousion,  and  since  they  are  found  to  baffle  all 
mental  art  of  physic,  save  what  ia  prescribed  by  the 
regimen  of  Time,  and  bitter  diet  of  Experience ;  surel; 
attempts  to  contribute  to  the  number  of  those  which  me 
read,  if  not  with  advantage,  at  least  without  injury,  o 
rather  to  be  encouraged  than  contemned. 

Let  ma,  therefore,  prepare  for  disappointment  those  ' 
ill  the  perusal  of  these  sheets,  entertain  the  gentle  expecti 
of  being  transported  to  the  fantastic  regions  of  Homi 
where  Fiction  is  coloured  by  all  the  gay  tints  rf  iuiui 
Imagination,  where  Season  is  an  outcust,  and  where  the 
limity  of  tiie  Marvellnv*  rejects  ail  aid  from  sober  Probabi 
The  heroine  of  those  memoirs,  young,  artless,  and  me 
mncd,  i. 

So  &ultlea9  MotiBtf^r  thivt  tLe  World  ne'er  saw; 

bnt  the  ofl'apriug  of  !N~ature,  and  of  Kature  in  her  Bim| 
attire. 

In  all  the  Arts,  the  value  of  copies  can  only  be  pro 
tioned  to  the  scarcity  of  originals ;  arnong  sculptors 
painters,  a  fine  statue,  or  a  heautifiil  picture,  of  some  g 
master,  may  deservedly  employ  the  imitatiye  talents  of  yo 
and  inferior  artists,  that  their  appropriatiou   to  one  spot 


noi  wholly  prevent  the  more  general  eipaneion  of  thai  \ 
eieelleuce ;  but,  among  authors,  tbe  reverae  is  tha  eaee,  ainoa 
the  noblest  produotiona  of  litcratare  are  almost  equally  attain- 
«ble  with  t!io  meatiest.  la  books,  therefore,  imitfttion  eaunot 
1)6  Bhimned  too  aednlonsly ;  for  the  very  perfection  of  a 
liiodel  which  is  freqaontly  seen,  serves  but  more  forcibly  to 
(iiark  the  inferiority  of  a  copy.  l 

To  avoid  what  is  common,  without  adopting  what  is  nn-  1 
'  iitural,  mnst  limit  the  ambition  of  the  vulgar  herd  of  anchors :   J 

■  iivever  aealons,  tberefori!,  my  veneration  of  tha  great  writerB  I 
I  liave  mentioned,  however  I  may  feel  myself  enlightened  by  I 

li^  knowledge  of  Johnson,  charmed  with  the  eloqaenoe  of 

iiijiiasean,  aoftoued  by  the  pathetio  powers  of  Richardson, 
'.'.li  exhilarated  by  the  wit  of  Fielding  and  hnmour  of 
-iiiollett;  I  yet  jiresnme  not  to  attempt  pursuing  the  same 
,  oLind  which  they  have  tracked;  whence,  though  they  may 
.  .L\-e  cleared  the  weeds,  they  have  also  culled  the  flowers ; 
:i:id,  though  they  iiave  rendered  the  path  plain,  they  have 
left  it  barren. 

I'he  candour  of  my  readers  I  have  not  the  impertinence  to 
daubt,  and  to  their  indnlgence  I  am  Bensible  I  have  no  claim ; 
I  have,  therefore,  only  to  Intreat,  that  my  own  words  may  not 
pronounce  my  condemnation  ;  and  that  what  I  have  here  ven- 
tnred  to  say  in  regard  to  imitation,  may  be  understood  as  it 
I-    meant,   in   a  general   sense,  and   not  be   imputed    to  an 

■>irjioa  of  my  own  originality,  which  I  have   not  the  vanity, 

•:  folly,  or  the  blindoesH,  to  ciitertaiii. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  these  letters,  the  editor  is 


ied  they  will  r 


vith  j 


nits  them  to 


■'  press,  though  hopeless  of  fame,  yet  not  regardless  of 


EVELINA.' 


IIIT    HOWARD    TO    THK    RET.   HB.    VTLLIEB. 

Hoitiard  Qrove,  Kent. 

r"AN  ally  thing,  my  gond  Sir,  be  more  painful  to  a  friendly 

b*  mind,  than  a  necessity  of  communicating  disagrepable 

iteHigcnce  ?     Indeed  it  in  eometimca  difficult  to  determine, 

'   whether  the  relator  or  the  receiv'er  of  evil  tidings  is  moat  to 

'«  pitied. 

i  liave  just  had  a  letter  from  Madame  Duval ;  she  is 

■  Wallj  at  a  lose  in  what  mnnner  to  behave ;  she  seems  de- 

^WUB  to  repair  the  wrongs  alio  has  done,  yet  wishes  the 

Brid  t«  believe  her  blameless.     She  wonld  fain  cast  upon 

ther  the  odium  of  those  misfortuneB  for  wbich  she  alone 

nsnerable.    Her  letter  is  violent,  8ometim.e3  abusive,  and 

.' — yoit,  to  whom  she  is  under  obligations  which 

rgrsatOT  even  than  her  faults,  but  to  whose  advice  she 

Bcdly  imputes  all  the  sufferings  of  her  much  injured 

Igbt^,  the  late  Lady  Belmont.    The  chief  purport  of  b  ' 

Ring  I   will  acquaint  you  with ;  the  letter  itself  i 

tthy  yonr  notice. 


It  of  a  young  lady's  first  entnuice  into  company,  and 
^elsiuto;  and  Tliey  say  Lhat  thore's  a  great  deal  of 
t,  but  I  have  not  cared  10  luot!  In!    "   ' 


She  tells  mo  that  she  has,  for  jnaay  /oars  pesh,  been  id 
Gontioniil  expectation  of  making  a  joume;    to  EnglEmd, 
which  preTcntfld  her  writing  for  information  concerning 
this  melancholy  anbject,  by  ^ving  her  hopes  of  making 
pei'Bonii]  inquiries ;    but  family  occttirences  have  still  de- 
tained her  in  Franca,  whicli  country  she  now  sees  no  proa- 
i  pact  of  quitting.     She  has,  therefore,  lately  used  her  ntjnoat 
I  endeaTOUTB  to  obtain  a  faithful  account  of  whatever  related 
I  to  her  ill-advieed  daughter ;  the  result  of  which  giving  her 
some  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  upon  her  death-hed,  she 
I    bequeathed   nn   infant    orphan    to   the    world,   she   most 
I    graciously  says,  that  if  yott,  with  wliom  she  nnderstwnds  the 
child  is  placed,  will  procure  authentic  proof  a  of  its  relation- 
ship to  her,  you  may  send  it  to  Paris,  where  she  will  pro- 
perly provide  for  it. 

This  woman  is,  undoubtedly,  at  length,  self-convicted  of 
her  most  unnatural  behaviour ;  it  ia  evident,  from  her 
writing,  that  she  ia  still  as  vulgar  and  illiterate  as  whan 
her  first  husband,  Mr.  Evelyn,  had  the  weakness  to  many 
her;  nor  does  she  at  all  apologize  for  addressing  herseif  to 
toe,  though  I  was  only  once  in  her  company, 

Her  letter  has  excited  in  my  danghter  Mirvaji,  a  afefong 
desire  to  be  informed  of  the  motives  which  induced  Madame 
Daval  to  abandon  the  onfortiinate  Lady  Belmont,  at  a 
I  time  when  a  mother's  protection  wna  pecuharly  neoessa^ 
for  her  peace  and  her  leputation,  Notwithstanding  I  waa 
pOTSonaUy  acquainted  with  ail  the  parties  concerned  in 
that  afftur,  the  subject  always  appeared  of  too  delicate  a 
nature  to  ha  spoken  of  with  the  priocipiJa ;  I  cannot, 
therefore,  satisfy  Mrs.  Mirvan  otherwise  than  by  applying 

By  saying  that  you  may  send  tho  child,  Madame  Dnval 
aims  at  conferring,  where  she  most  owes  obligation.  I  pre- 
tend Ttoii  to  give  you  advice ;  you,  to  whose  generous  pro- 
tection this  helpless  orphan  is  indebted  for  every  thing,  ara 
the  best  and  only  jndge  of  what  she  ought  to  do ;  but  I  am 
much  concerned  at  the  trouble  and  uneasiness  which  tjiis 
unworthy  woman  may  occasion  you. 

My  danghter  and  my  grandchild  join  with  me  in  desir- 
ing to  bo  most  kindly  rem-emhered  to  the  amiable  girl  ;  and 
tit'y  hid  mo  remind  you,  that  the  annual  visit  to  Howard 


Urore,  which,  wB  were  formerly  promiBed,  has  heen  disfon- 
tinned  for  more  than  four  years. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  with  g^at  regard, 

Tonr  most  obedient  friend  and  servant^  I 
M.  Howil 


Berry  Hill,  Vorsetshira^ 

YOUB.  Ladyship  did  but  too  well  foresee  the  perplexi^ 
and  uDeat^iness  of  whii:h  Madame  Uaral'a  letter  has 
been  productive.  However,  I  ought  rather  to  be  thankful 
that  I  have  so  many  years  remained  unmolested,  than  I'cpine 
at  my  present  embaiTassment ;  since  it  proves,  at  least,  that 
this  wretched  ivomau  is  at  teugtii  awakened  to  remoi^e. 

In  regard  ti)  my  answer,  I  must  humbly  request  your 
Ladyship  to  write  to  this  effect :  "  That  I  would  not,  upon 
any  account,  intentionally  offend  Madame  Duval ;  but  that 
1  have  weighty,  nay  unanswerable  i-easons  for  detaining  her 
grand-daughter  at  present  in  England;  the  principal  of 
whioh  ia,  that  it  was  the  earnest  desii*  of  one  to  whose  will 
she  owes  imphcit  duty.  Madame  Duval  may  be  assured, 
that  ahe  meets  with  the  utmost  attention  and  tenderness  - 
that  her  education,  howeTer  short  of  my  wishes,  almost 
exceeds  my  abilities ;  and  I  Batter  myself,  when  the  time 
arrives  that  she  shaU  pay  her  duty  to  her  grand-mother, 
Madame  Duval  will  End  no  reason  to  be  diseatisfied  with 
what  has  been  done  for  her." 

,  Tonr  Ladyship  nill  not,  I  am  sui-e,  be  surprised  at  this 

Madame   Duval  is  by  no  means  a  pi'oper  coia- 

ir  gnardiau  for  a  young  woman  :  she  is  at  once  an* 

Aated  and  onpriocipled  ;   uugentte  in  temper,  and  on- 

—h\9  in  her  menners.     I  have  long  known  that  she  has 

t^oaded    berself  to  hftrbour  an  aversion   for  me — Un- 

an !     I  can  only   regard  her  as  an  object 

dare  not  hesitate  at  a  ru'jueat  troin  "iJi.va.'^vv'ittvi-,  ^wV 


m  complying  witli  it,  1  bball,  for  Ler  own  sake,  bo  as  uon- 
ciae  as  I  possibly  can ;  since  the  cmicl  transactions  which 
preceded  the  birth  of  my  ward,  can  afiord  no  entertain- 
meat  to  a  mind  bo  huiuaiie  as  her's. 

Yonr  Ladyship  may  probably  have  heard,  that  I  had  the 
honour  to  accompany  Mi'.  Evelyn,  the  grandfather  of  my 
yOQng  charge,  when  npon  his  travels,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
tutor,  His  unhappy  marriage,  immediately  upon  his  return 
to  England,  with  Madame  Duval,  then  a  waiting-girl  at  a 
tavern,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  entreaties  of  all  his 
friends,  among  whom  I  was  myself  the  most  urgent,  induced 
him  to  abandon  his  native  laud,  and  fis  hia  abode  in  France. 
Thither  he  was  followed  bysbame and  repentance;  feelings 
which  his  heart  was  not  framed  to  support ;  for,  notwitb- 
standing  he  had  been  too  weak  to  i-eaist  the  aHui'ements  of 
beauty,  which  nature,  though  a  niggard  to  lior  of  every 
other  boon,  had  with  a  lavish  hand  bestowed  on  his  wife  5 
yet  he  was  a  young  man  of  excellent  character,  and,  till 
thus  unftpcountably  infatuated,  of  unblemished  condnct. 
He  survived  this  ill-judged  marriage  but  two  years,  Upon 
hia  death-bed,  with  an  unsteady  hand,  he  wrote  me  the  fol- 
lowing note ; 

"  My  friend,  forget  your  resentment,  in  favour  of  your 
humanity ;— a  father,  trembling  for  the  welfare  of  his  child, 
bequeathes  her  to  your  care, — 0  Viilars  I  hear  !  pity  !  and 
relieve  me!" 

Had  my  circumstances  permitted  me,  I  should  have 
answered  these  words  by  an  immediate  joarney  to  Paris; 
but  I  was  obliged  to  act  by  the  agency  of  a  friend,  who  was 
npon  the  spot,  and  present  at  the  opening  of  the  will. 

Mr,  Evelyn  left  to  me  a  legacy  of  a  thouBand  pounds,  and 
the  sole  guardianship  of  his  daughter's  person  till  her 
eighteenth  year ;  coniuring  me,  in  tlie  most  affecting  terms, 
to  take  the  charge  of  her  edncation  till  she  was  able  to  act 
with  propriety  for  herself;  but,  in  regard  to  fortune,  b('ieft 
her  wholly  dependent  on  her  mother,  to  whose  ten'x  '^liss 
he  earnestly  recommended  her.  "     \  * 

Tbas,  though  he  would  not,  to  a  woman  low-bred  ntnd 
illiberal  as  Mrs.  Evelyn,  trust  the  conduct  and  moruIs/'Of 
his  daughter,  he  nevertheless  thought  proper  to  secnr^  la 
A«r  tie  respect  and  dnfy  which,  from  her  own  child, 


secnrct  ui 


certaiiilj  hei"  dae ;  but,  unhappily,  it  never  occurred  to 
him  that  the  mother,  on  her  ptu^,  coald  fail  ta  aiEectioD  or 
joBtice. 

MiSB  Evelju,  Madam,  from  the  second  to  the  eighteenth 
year  of  her  life,  was  bi-ought  np  under  my  care,  and,  eicept 
wlieo  at  Bchool,  under  my  roof.  I  need  not  speak  to  your 
Lfidyahip  of  the  virtues  of  that  escellenfc  young  creature. 
She  loved  me  as  her  father ;  nor  wuh  Mrs.  Villara  leas  raloed 
by  Lor ;  while  to  me  she  became  so  dear,  that  her  loss  was 
Httle  lees  afBjcting  than  that  which  T  have  since  sustainBd 
of  Mrs.  Villars  herself. 

At  that  period  of  her  life  we  parted ;  her  mother,  then 
married  to  Monsieur  Duval,  sent  for  her  to  Paris.  How 
0.  have  I  since  regi'ntted  that  I  did  not  accompany  her 
hither  1  Protected  and  supported  by  me,  the  misery  and 
Kegrace  which  awaited  her  might  perhaps  have  been 
proided.  But,  to  be  brief — Madame  Duval,  at  the  instiga- 
Q  of  her  hnshand,  earnoBtly,  or  ratlier  tyraimically,  en- 
eavoared  to  effect  a  union  between  Miss  Evelyn  and  one 
t  hia nephews.  And,  when  shefoundherpower  inadequate 
slier  attempt,  eni'nged  at  her  non-compliance,  she  treated 
vith  the  grossest  nnkindnefis,  and  thi-eatened  her  vrith 
^verly  and  ruin. 

fc  Miss  Evelyn,  to  whom  wrath  and  violence  had  hitherto 
strangers,  soon  grew  weary  of  such  usage  ;  aad  raakly, 
^d  without  a  witness,  consentedtou  private  marriage  wiUv 
'r  John  Belmont,  a  very  profligate  young  man,  who  had 
tat  too  successfully  found  means  to  iusinaate  himself  into 
r  favour.  He  promised  to  conduct  her  to  England — -ho 
—0,  Madam,  you  know  the  rest !— Disappointed  of  the 
e  he  expected,  by  the  inexorable  rancour  of  the  Dnvals, 
e  infamously  burnt  the  certificate  of  their  marriage,  and 
denied  that  (Jiey  had  ever  been  united. 

She  flew  to  me  for  protection.  With  what  mixed  trans- 
ports of  joy  and  anguish  did  1  ag^ain  see  her !  By  my 
kdvice,  she  endeavoured  to  procure  proofs  of  her  marriage 
^tmt  in  vain  ;  her  GrednJiiy-  had  been  no  match  for  his  art. 
L  Shrsry  body  beheved  her  innocent,  from  the  guiltless  tenor 
V  lier  unspotted  youth,  and  fi'om  the  known  hbertinism  of 
pliairbarons  betiayer.  Yet  her  sufferinga  were  too  aouto 
to'her  tender  fi'twne ;  ainl  the  samp  mometA'fiBa.t  ^iKae'^a.t'^ 


J 


hto  bar  infant,  put  tin  end  at  once  to  the  Horrons  and  Hbs 
I  life  of  its  mother. 

The  rage  of  Madame  Duval  at  lier  elopement,  abated  not 
while  this  injured  victim  of  cruelty  yet  drew  breath.  She 
probably  intended,  in  time,  to  have  }^i^oned  her  ;  but  time 
was  not  allowed.  When  she  waa  informed  of  her  death,  I 
have  been  told,  that  the  agonies  of  grief  and  remorse,  wil^ 
which  she  waa  seized,  occasioned  her  a  severe  fit  of  illness. 
But,  from  the  time  of  her  recovery  to  the  date  of  her  letter 
to  your  Ladyship,  I  had  never  heard  that  she  manifested 
any  desire  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstsncea 
which  att«nded  the  death  of  Lady  Belmont,  and  the  birth 
of  her  helpless  child. 

That  child.  Madam,  shall  never,  while  life  is  lent  m^ 
know  the  loss  she  has  sustained.  I  have  cheidshed,  sac- 
coured,  and  supported  her,  from  her  earliest  infancy  to  her 
sixteenth  year;  and  so  amply  has  she  I'epaid  my  care  and 
affection,  that  my  fondest  wish  is  now  oircnmscribed  by 
the  desire  of  bestowing  her  on  one  who  may  be  sensible  ot 
her  worth,  and  then  sinking  to  eternal  rest  in  her  anna. 

Thns  it  has  hitppened,  that  the  edncation  of  the  father, 
daughter,  and  grand-daaghter,  has  devolved  on  me.  What 
infinite  misery  have  the  two  first  caused  me  I  Should  the 
fate  of  tie  dear  enrvivor  be  eqnally  adverse,  how  wretched 
will  be  the  end  of  my  cares—tlie  end  of  mj  days  ! 

Even  had  Msdnme  Duval  merited  the  charge  ahe  claims, 
I  fear  my  foiiitude  would  have  been  unequal  to  such  a 
parting ;  but,  being  such  as  she  ia,  not  only  my  affection, 
bnt  my  hnnmnity,  recoils,  at  the  barbarous  idea  of  deserting 
the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  me.  Indeed,  I  could  bat  ill 
support  her  former  yearly  visitB  to  the  reapeclable  mansioii 
at  Howard  Grove :  pardon  me,  dear  Madam,  and  do  not 
think  me  inseuaible  of  the  honour  which  yonr  Ladyship's 
condescension  confers  upon  us  both ;  but  so  deep  is  the 
impression  which  the  misfortunas  of  her  mother  have  made 
on  my  heart,  that  she  does  not,  even  for  a  moment,  quit  my 
sight,  withoat  exciting  apprehensions  and  terrors  which 
almost  overpower  me.  Snch,  Madam,  is  my  tenderness, 
and  such  ray  weakness  ! — But  she  is  the  oiily  tie  I  havu 
upon  earth,  and  1  trust  to  your  Ladyship's  goodne«8  bc  ' 
jnAge  cif  my  feelings  with  severity. 


Jl 


I  b«g  leaye  to  present  my  humble  reapecta  to  Mrs.  i 
Hiss  Uirvau ;  and  bare  the  honoav  to  be, 

Madam,  your  Ladyaliip's  moat  obedient 

and  moat  humble  servant, 

Arthdr  Villakb, 


LETTER   ni. 

fWritlen  some  monlha  after  Qie  ImI.] 

I,*I1T    HOWARD   TO   THE    HIV.   HB.   TILLARB. 

Dear  and  Rm).  Sir,  Sowiird  Grove,  March  S. 

YOUil  last  letter  gave  me  infinite  pleasore ;  after  bo 
long  and  tediona  an  illneaa,  how  grateful  to  yonraelf 
and  to  your  friends  must  be  your  returning  heaith !  Ton 
have  the  hearty  wishea  of  every  individuftl  of  this  place  tor 
ita  continniince  and  increase. 

Will  you  not  think  I  take  adrantage  of  yonr  acknow- 
ledged recovery,  if  I  onoe  more  venture  to  mention  your 
papil  and  Howard  Grove  together  ?  Tet  you  must  remem- 
ber the  patience  with  which  we  finbmitted  to  yonr  desire  of 
not  parting  with  Ler  dui-ing  tte  bad  state  of  yonr  health, 
tho'  it  was  with  mncli  reluctance  we  forbore  to  solicit  her 
comp&ny.  My  grand- dan j^hter,  in  particular,  has  acarce 
been  able  to  repreaa  her  eagernesa  to  again  meet  the  friend 
of  her  infant^  j  and,  foi'  my  own  part,  it  is  very  strongly 
my  wish  to  man  if  eat  the  regard  I  had  for  the  unfortunate 
Lady  Belmont,  by  proving  serviceable  to  her  child  ;  which 
Be«nia  to  me  the  beat  respect  that  can  be  paid  to  her 
memory.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  lay  before  you  a  plan 
which  Mrs.  Mirvan  and  I  have  formed,  in  oonaequence  of 
yonr  restoration  to  health. 
I  would  not  frighten  you ; — bnt  do  yoa  think  yon  oonld 
IV  to  part  with  your  young  companion  for  two  or  thi'te 
hUBths?  Mrs.  Mirvao  proposes  to  spend  the  enaning 
"  ^  ,jn  London,  whither,  for  the  first  time,  my  gjitod- 
will  accompany  her:  Now,  my  good  friend,  it  ia  veiy 
'\f  tiuar  wish  to  enlarge  and  enliveii  tViftvc  ■^A'^Sfj 


J 


(be  addition  of  jour  amiable  word,  who  would  shai 
equally  wiih  ber  own  daughtei-,  the  cars  and  atteatioa 
t^.  Mirvan.  Do  not  atart  at  this  propos&l ;  it  is  tin 
that  she  should  see  something  of  the  world.  When  jmu 
people  are  too  rigidly  sequestered  from  it,  their  lively  a) 
romantic  im aginations  paint  it  to  them  aa  a  pai'Sidiae 
which  they  have  been  beguiled  ;  but  wlien  they  are  ahor 
it  properly,  and  in  dne  time,  they  aee  it  sach  as  it  really  i 
eqnally  Bhai'ed  by  pain  and  pleaarn'O,  Iiopc  and  diBappois 

You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  her  meetLag  wi 
Sir  John  Belmont,  aa  that  abandoned  man  ia  now  abroa 
and  not  expected  home  this  year. 

Well,  my  good  Sir,  what  aay  yon  to  our  scheme  ?  I  ho 
it  wU]  meet  with  your  approbation ;  bnt  if  it  ahoold  not, 
assured  I  can  never  object  to  any  decision  of  one  who  ia 
mach  reapeoted  and  esteemed  &s  Mr,  TUlara,  by 

Hia  moat  faithful,  hnmble  servant, 

M.  Howard. 


MH.   TlLUiRH   TO  LADT   HOWARD. 

Bsm/  Hill,  March  12. 

I  AM  grieved,  Madam,  to  appear  obstinate,  and  I  bin 
to  incur  the  impulation  of  aelfiGhneaa.  In  detaining  c 
yonng  char^  thus  long  with  myaclf  in  the  countiy,  1  co 
salted  not  solely  my  own  inclination.  Destined,  in  i 
probability,  to  possess  a  very  m.oderate  fortune,  I  wished 
contract  her  views  to  something  vrithin  it.  The  mind 
bnt  too  naturally  prone  to  pleasure,  but  too  easily  yield 
to  dissipation :  it  has  been  my  study  to  guard  her  again 
their  delusions,  by  preparing  her  to  expect — and  to  despi 
them.  But  the  time  draws  on  for  experience  and  observ 
tion  to  take  the  place  of  instmetion :  if  I  have,  in  some  me 
sure,  rendered  her  capable  of  using  one  with  discretion,  ai 
making  the  other  with  improvement,  I  shall  rejoice  myai 
with  the  assorance  of  having  largely  contributed  to  h 
welfare.     She  is  now  of  an  age  that  happiness  ia  eager 


■ta 


snd, — let  hw  then  enjoy  it  !  I  commit  her  to  the  protec- 
L  of  ^our  Ladyship,  and  only  hope  ehe  may  be  fomtd 
worthy  half  the  gnodneaa  I  n,m  satisfied  she  will  meet  with 
at  yoor  hospitable  maneion- 

ThuB  far,  Madam,  I  cheei-fnlly  submit  to  yunr  desire. 
In  confiding  my  ward  to  the  care  of  Lady  Howard,  I  tan 
fed  no  uneasiness  from  her  abeence,  but  what  will  arise 
from  tihe  lo88  of  her  company,  since  I  shall  be  as  well  con- 
vinced of  her  safety  aa  if  she  were  under  my  own  roof. — 
Bat  can  your  Ladyahip  be  serious  in  proposing  to  introduce 
ter  to  the  gaieties  of  a  London  life  ?  Permit  me  to  ask, 
far  what  end,  or  for  what  purpose  ?  A  youthful  mitid  is 
seldom  totally  free  from  ambition ;  to  curb  that,  is  the  fii'st 
step  to  contentment,  since  to  diminish  expectation  is  to 
increase  enjoyment.  I  apprehend  nothing  more  than  too 
mnch  raising  her  hopes  and  Iier  views,  which  the  natural 
yivacity  of  her  disposition  would  render  bat  too  easy  to 
effect.  The  town-acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Mirvan  are  all  in 
the  cii-cle  of  high  life;  this  artless  young  creature,  with 
too  nindi  beauty  to  escape  notice,  has  too  much  sensibility 
to  be  indiSerent  to  it;  but  ehe  has  too  little  wealth  to  be 
songlit  with  propriety  by  men  of  the  fashionable  world. 

Goimider,  Madam,  the  peeoliar  cruelty  of  her  situation. 
Only  child  of  a  wealthy  Baronet,  whose  peraon  she  has 
r  seen,  whose  character  she  hae  reason  to  abhor,  and 
e  name  she  is  forbidden  to  claim  ;  entitled  as  she  is  to 
fcwfnlly  inherit  his  foi'tune  and  estate,  is  there  any  proba- 
uity  Uiat  he  will  yraperly  own  her  ?  And  while  he  con- 
nnea  to  persevere  in  disavowing  his  marriage  with  Miss 
IralTIi,  she  shall  never,  at  the  expense  of  her  mother's 
m<mr,  receive  a  part  of  her  right  as  the  donation  of  his 
nty. 

And  as  to  Mr.  Kvelyn'a  estate,  I  have  no  doubt  hut  that 
Madame  Uuval  and  her  relations  will  dispose  of  it  among 
theniselves. 

It  seems,  therefore,   aa  if   this  deserted   child,  though 

legally  heiress  of  two  lai-ge  fortunes,  must  owe  all  her 

rational  expectations  to  adoption  and  friendship.     Yet  her 

0  will  be  such  as  may  make  her  happy,  if  she  is  dis- 

3  to  be  GO  in  private  life  ;    though  it  will  by  no  means 

f  her  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  Lofidon  &nc  \%A^ . 


Let  Miss  MirvRj],  then,  Madam,  shine  in  all  the  splendcmi 
of  high  life ;  but  suffer  my  child  still  to  enjoy  the  pleaenrM 
of  humble  retirement,  ^th  a  mind  to  which  greatsr  viewi 
are  unknown. 

I.hope  this  reasoning  will  be  hononred  with  your  appro- 
bation ;  and  I  have  yet  another  motive  whiah  has  some 
weight  with  me :  I  would  not  willingly  give  offence  to  ai^ 
htnuan  being ;  and  surely  Madame  Duval  might  acouae  me 
of  injnBtioe,  if,  while  I  refuse  to  let  her  grand- daughtflC 
wait  upon  her,  I  consent  thai  ahe  should  join  a  party  d 
pleasure  to  London. 

In  sending'  her  to  Howard  Gi-ove,  not  one  of  theee 
scruples  arise ;  and  therefore  Mrs.  Cliaton,  a  most  worthy 
woman,  formerly  her  nurse,  and  now  my  lionsekeeper,  shall 
attend  her  thither  next  week.  , 

Though  I  have  always  called  her  by  the  name  of  Anville,! 
and  reported  in  this  neighbtinrhood  that  her  father,  my) 
intimate  friend,  left  her  to  my  goardianship ;  yet  I  hstva 
thought  it  necessary  she  should  herself  be  acquainted  withj 
the  melancholy  circum stances  attending  her  birth;  foi^ 
though  I  am  very  desirons  of  guarding  her  from,  curiosity' 
and  impertinence,  by  concealing  her  name,  family,  and 
story,  yet  1  would  not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  chance  to 
shock  her  gentle  nature  with  a  tale  of  so  much  sorrow. 

You  must  not,  Madam,  erpect  too  much  fi-om  my  pnpilj 
she  is  quite  a  little  rustic,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  world ; 
and  thongh  her  education  has  been  the  best  I  could  bestow 
in  this  retired  place,  to  which  Dorchester,  the  nearest, 
town,  is  seven  miles  distant,  yet  1  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
yon  should  discover  in  her  a  thousand  deficiencies  of  whichi 
I  have  never  dreamt.  She  must  be  very  much  altered 
since  she  was  last  at  Howard  Grove. — But  I  will  say 
nothing  of  her ;  I  leave  her  to  your  Iiadyahip's  own  obaer-' 
vations,  of  which  I  beg  a  faithful  relation  ;  and  am, 
Dear  Madam, 

with  great  respect,  | 

Youi'  obedient  and  jnoat  humble  Servaal 
Abthor 


humble  Servantj 
raOR  Villa  Fta.   1 

Ji 


LETTER    V.  ^ 

.    TILLARS   TO    LADI    BHWAKH. 
liDear  Mrvliivi,  March  18. 

HIS  letter  will  be  dolivered  to  you  bj  my  child, — ^the 
cMld  of  my  adoption, — -jay  affection !  tTobleBt  with 
natiiral  friend,  she  merits  a  thoaBand,  I  send  her  to 
umocent  as  an  angel,  and  artiesa  as  parity  itself ;  and 
id  yon  with  her  the  heart  of  yoar  friend,  the  only  hope 
t8  on  earth,  the  anbject  of  his  tenderest  thonghtn,  and 
)1)ject  of  Ilia  latest  cares.  She  iB  one,  Madam,  for 
a  ^one  T  have  lately  wished  to  live ;  and  ahe  ia  one 
J  to  serTe  I  wonld  with  transport  die !  Reatore  her 
her,  and  the  fondest 
of  my  heart  will  be  amply  gratified. 


LETTER  VL 


ied.  J 

A.  TrLURS.    ^^M 

Howard  Grotie.  ^ 

have  committed  yoni" 
measDre  damped  the 


LiUY   HOWARD   TO  THB    BBV.    MB. 

Dear  and  Bev.  Sir, 

THM  Bolemn  manner  in  which  you 
child  to  my  care,  has  in  some 

which  I  reoeire  from  the  tvust,  aa  it  makes  me 
r  that  yon  suffer  from  your  compliance,  in  which  case  I 
'1  very  sincerely  blame  myself  for  the  earnestness  with 
bioh  I  have  reqnested  this  favonr ;  but  remember,  my 
d  Sir,  she  is  within  a  few  days  summons;  and  be  assured, 
I  will  not  detain  her  a  moment  longer  than  you  wish. 
You  desire  my  opinioa  of  her. 

She  ia  a  little  angel !    1  cannot  wonder  that  yon  sought 
a  monopolise  her :  neither  ought  you,  at  finding  it  impos* 

BSer  face  and  person  answer  my  most  refined  ideas 
^tnplete  beauty :  and  this,  though  a  aubjeot  of  praise  ft   ,  ^ 
pportaot  to  you,  or,  to  me  than  any  other,  is  yet  so  strtlff'^ 
b,  it  IB  not  possible  to  pass  it  anaatica^.    &«&  V  \kB>V 


known  froni  whom  she  receiyed  hor  edaoatfon,  I  should  |l 
first  sight  of  BO  perfect  a.  face,  have  been  in  pain  for  bC 
under Btandiiig'  j  since  it  has  been  long  and  justly  remarkeJ 
that  folly  bas  ever  aonght  alliance  with  beauty. 

She  has  the  same  gentleness  in  her  manuei-e,  the  bhA 
cattiral  graces  in  her  motions,  that  I  formerly  so  mnoh  ad 
mired  in  her  mother.  Her  thai'acter  seems  truly  ingMinwl 
and  simple ;  and  at  the  saxae  time  that  nature  has  blesw 
hor  with  an  excellent  underatandingand  great  quiokneBsfi 
^Krts,-she  has  a  certain  aii'  of  inexperience  and  innooenOi 
that  is  eitremely  interesting. 

Ton  have  no  I'eason  to  regret  the  retirement  in  which  sh 
has  lived ;  since  that  pohteness  which  is  acquired  by  an  ao 
qnaintajice  with  high  lifej  is  in  her  ho  well  supplied  by  i 
natural  deait'e  of  obliging,  joined  to  a  deportment  infinitel; 
engaging. 

I  observe,  with  g:'©at  satisfaction,  a  growing  affection.  1« 
tween  tliia  amiable  girl  and  my  grand-dauffhter,  whoa 
iioart  is  as  free  from  selfisbnees  or  conceit,  as  that  of  ba 
young  friend  ia  from  all  guile.  Theirregard  maybemnttl 
ally  useful,  since  maeh  is  to  be  expected  fi'om  emuIaticB 
where  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from  envy.  T  would  hav 
them  love  each  othei'  as  sisters,  anil  reciprocally  supply  th 
place  of  that  tender  and  happy  relationship  to  which  neith€ 
of  them  has  a  natural  claim. 

Be  satisfied,  my  good  SLi',  that  your  child  shall  meet  wit 
the  same  attention  as  our  own.  We  all  join  in  most  heart 
wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  ami  in  returning  on 
sincere  thanks  for  the  favour  yon  have  confeiTed  on  us. 

Tonr  most  faithful  servant, 

M.  HoWABD. 

LETTER   VII. 


Soward  Grove,  March  26. 

BE  not  alarmed,  my  worthy  friend,  at  m.y  so  speedi^ 
tronbling  yon  again;   1  seldom  ose  the  ceremo^  d 
waiting  for  answerfl,  or  writirg  with  any  regularity,  a.nd 


I    at    present    immedialt!    nceosian    for    bogging 


■Mt8>  Mirvan  has  just  received  &  letter  from  her  long 
9ati  husband,  containing  the  welcome  news  of  his  hoping 
I  Feacb  London  by  the  beginning  of  next  week.  My 
knghter  and  the  Captain  have  been  separated  abnost  seven 
«,  and  it  would  tberefore  be  needless  to  say  what  joy,  aur- 
B.  and  consequently  confusion,  his  at  present  nnespected 
rn  bas  caused  at  Howard  Grove.  Mrs.Mirvan,youcannot 
iabt,  will  go  instantly  to  town  to  meet  him  ;  her  daughter 
f  under  a  iJionsand  obUgatioas  to  attend  her ;  I  griere  that 
kr  mother  cannot. 

r  And  now,  my  good  Sir,  1  almost  blosh  to  proceed ; — but, 
wU  me,  may  I  aak— will  yon  permit — that  yonr  child  may 
accompany  them  f    Do  not  think  us  unreasonable,  but  con- 
airier  the  many  iuduoements  whith  conspij'e  fo  make  liOn- 
n  the  happiest  place  at  present  she  can  he  in.      The  joyful 
Beion  of  the  jonmey  ;  the  gaiety  of  the  whole  partv,  op- 
pisd  to  the  dull  life  she  must  IrnjI.  if  left  here  with  a  soli- 
nan  for  her  sole  liompanion,  while  she  so  well 
8  *he  dicerfnlneas  and  ftlicity  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of 
ttfamily. — are  circamst»ncea  that  seem  to  merit  youi-  cou- 
Wation.      Mrs.  Mirvan  desires  me  to  assure  you,  that 
fi  week  is  all  she  asks,  as  she  is  certain  that  the  Captain, 
lo  hates  London,  will  be  eager  to  revisit  Howard  Grove  ; 
d  Maria  is  so  very  earnest  in  wishing  to  have  the  com- 
\dj  of  her  friend,  that,  if  yon  are  ineioraUe,  she  will  be 
jpived  of  half  the  pleasui-e  she  otherwise   hopes  to   re- 

However,  I  will  not,  my  good   Sij',  deceive  you  into  an 

Spinion  that  they  intend  to  live  in  a  retired  manner,  as  that 

fcttmot  be  fairly  expected.     Bnt  yon  have  no  reason  to   be 

aiKBBy  concerning  Madame  Duval ;  she  hail  not  any  cot^ 

respondent  in  England,  and  obtains  no  intelligence  hnt  by 

comxion  report.     She  m.nst  be  a  stranger  to  tbe  name  your 

~  lid  beiii%i  and,  even  should  she  hear  of  this  excursion,  so 

trt  a  time  as  a  week  or  less  spent  in  town  npon  so  par- 

liha*  an  occasion,  though  previous  to  their  meeting,  can- 

Il<b9  construed  into  disrespect  to  herself. 

Mrs.  Mii'van  desires  mc  to  assure  you,  that  if  yno  will 

J  her,  her  tivo  cLildrca  shall  cc^uaU"}  sV^.teWr  "C-ow^ 


1 
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aiwl  her  attention,  She  has  se&t  a  commisaioii  to  a  fr 
in  town  to  take  a  hooje  for  her ;  and  'while  ahe  waib^  fo 
answer  concerning  it,  I  BhaU  for  one  froni  yon  to  onr  ] 
fcion.  HoweYCr,  your  child  is  writing  herself ;  and  thi 
(lonht  not,  wiE  more  ayail  than  all  we  can  possibly  nrg 

Mj  daughter  desireB  hra-  best  t-ompUments  ttj  jou  i/, 
saj-a,  jon  will  grant  her  request,  bnt  not  else. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  we  all  hope  every  thing  from  ; 
goodness. 

M.  Ho  WAS 

LETTER   Vni. 

BVILINA   TO   THK    RBV.    MR.    TILLARB. 

Miiicanl  Grove,  March  2' 
CS  house  seems  tobe  the  house  of  joy ;  every  face  w 
a  smile,  and  a  laugh  is  at  every  body's  servioe.  ] 
quit«  timnsiBg  to  walk  abont  and  see  the  geneml  Donfas 
a  room  leading  to  the  garden  is  fitting  up  for  Captain  ] 
van's  study.  Lady  Howard  does  not  ait  a  moment  i 
place  ;  Miss  Mirvan  is  making  caps  ;  every  body  bo  bt 
—such  fljing  from  room  to  room  ! — so  many  orders  gi 
and  retracted,  and  given  again  !  nothing  but  hurry  and 
turbation. 

Well  but,  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  desired  to  njake  a  req 
to  you.  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  an  encroacher ;  I 
Howard  insists  upon  my  writing ! — yet  I  hardly  know 
to  go  on ;  a  petition  impliea  a  want,^and .  have  you  lef  I 
one  ?     No,  indeed. 

I  am  half  ashamed  of  myself  for  beginning  this  lei 
Bot  these  dear  ladies  are  so  pressing — I  cajinot,  for  my 
i-esist  wishing  for  the  pleasures  they  offer  me.^provi 
you  do  not  diKipprove  them. 

They  are  to  make  a  very  short  stay  in  town.  The  C 
tain  will  meet  them  in  a  day  or  two.  Mrs.  Mirvan 
her  Bweet  daughter  both  go  ;  what  a  happy  party  !  Y 
I  am  not  very  eager  to  accompany  them  :  at  least  I  shaJ 
1  oontented  to  remain  whH'e  I  am,  if  you  desire  tin 
'  should. 

Afipurod,  my  desj«st  Sh',  of  your  goodness,  your  bon 


:  indalgeiit  kindneBH,  oBght  I  to  form  a  wish  that 

h  not  your  Baaction  P    Decide  for  me,  therefore,  without 

B  least  apprehension  that  I  shall  be  uneasy  or  discon- 

hted.     While  I  am  yet  in  suspense,  pevhaps  I  may  hope ; 

mi  I  am  most  cprtain,  that  when  you  have  once  determined 

Bsball  not  repine, 

TThey  tell  me  that  London  is  now  in  full  splendour,  Two 
^y-boases  are  open, — the  Opera-honse, — Ranelagh, — and 
i  Pantheon. — You  sec  I  liave  learned  all  their  names. 
,  pray  don't  snppoiM!  that  I  make  any  point  of 
^'oing,  for  1  shall  hardly  sigh,  to  see  them  depart  without 
tne,  though  I  shall  probably  never  meet  with  such  another 
opportimitj.     And,  indeed,  their  domestic  hftppineaa  vnH 

0  great, — it  is  natural  to  wish  to  partake  of  it. 
\  I  believe  I  am  bewitched  !    I  made  a  resolution,  when  I 
1,  that  I  would  not  be  nrgent ;  but  my  pen — or  rather 
y  thoughts,  will  not  sufier  me  to  keep  it— for  I  acknow-    | 
fe,  I  most  acknowledge,  I  cannot  help  wishing  for  yonr 

Bl  almost  repent  already  that  I  have  made  this  confession  ; 
_Hly  forget  that  yon  have  read  it,  if  this  journey  is  dis- 
pleaeing'  to  you.     But  I  will  not  write  any  longer ;   fcr  the  ; 
more  I  think  of  this  affair,  the  less  indifferent  to  it  I  find 
myself. 

Adien,  my  most  honoured,  most  reverenced,  most  beloved 
father !  for  by  what  other  name  can  I  call  you  ?  I  have  no 
happineSB  or  sorrow,  no  hope  or  fear,  bat  what  your  kind- 
beas  bestows,  or  your  displeasure  may  cause.  You  will  nol^ 
I  am  sni-e,  send  a  refusal  without  reasons  unanaworable, 
!ind  therefore  I  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce.  Yet  I  hope— I 
Impe  yon  will  be  able  to  permit  me  to  go ! 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  affection, 

gratitude,  and  duty,  your 
EvlLiNA  - 

I   cannot   to   you   sigu    An'.ilt.it,   trnd   what  ot.her    i 
may  I  claim  P 


LETTER  rx. 


BctT)/  Hill,  Marcti 

TO  resist  the  nrgeticy  of  inti'eaty,  is  a  power  which  I  hara 
not  yet  acqairecJ ;  I  aim  not  at  an  authority  which  de- 
pi'ivea  you  of  liberty,  yot  I  woulii  fain  guide  myself  by  a 
prudence  which  should  save  me  the  paiigs  of  repentance. 
Tour  impatienco  to  fly  to  a  place  which  your  imagination  has 
painted  to  you  in  coloura  ao  attractive,  Bnrprises  me  not ;  I 
have  only  to  hope,  that  the  liveliness  of  your  fancy  may  not 
deceive  yo\i  •  lo  refuse,  would  be  raising  it  o-till  higlier.  To 
see  my  Evolinii  happy,  is  to  see  myself  ivithout  a  wish  :  go 
then, my  child;  and  may  tJint  Heaven,  which  alone  can  direct, 
preserve  and  strengthen  you  !  To  that,  my  love,  will  I  daily 
ofEer  prayers  for  your  felicity,  0  may  it  gnard,  watch  over 
you,  defend  you  from  danger,  save  you  from  distress,  and 
keep  vice  as  distant  from  yonr  person  ae  from  your  heart  I 
Ard  to  me,  uiay  it  grant,  the  ultimate  blessing  of  closing  these 
aged  v\  es  in  the  ai'ms  of  one  so  dear— so  deservedly  beloved  I 
Aethhr  ViLLARa.' 


Qi/een  Aim  Sircel,  Lrmdoit,  Sa!ardoi/,  April  3. 

THIS  moment  arrived.  Just  going  to  Drnry  Lane ' 
Theatre.  The  celebrated  Mr.  Garrick  performs 
Banger.  I  am  quite  in  ecstacy.  So  is  Miss  Mirran.  How 
fortunale  that  he  should  happen  to  play  !    We  would  not 

>  CrilKisni  o/''  Ei-tlina." — "  Before  I  hal!  [-ead  half  the  first  rolume 
I  I  vns  mucb  aarpriiieil,  anil  I  I'onfesB  delightprl ;  and  most  espeeiklly  wjtit 
\  the  iBtiora  of  Mr.  Villflrs."— Dn.  Subnet. 

,       This  is  givuu  as  an  instonoe  thiU  the  pngea  fretted  b/  the  toara  of  ons 
generation  are  tlie  least  iDteresting  to  another. 
'  Dmr;/  Ijiw  Thfatrt. — The  second  theaire  of  that  nimie,  boiU  bj 
w-fnoed  by  the  brothara  Adam  for  Garrii^h  :  oiuincd  by  him. 
__.._....  i^.    ,_, '-,1747. 


thoogl 


1 

tie         " 

M 


let  Mrs.  Mirvan  rest  till  nbe  consonLed  to  go.     Her  chii 
objection  was  to  our  dress,  for  we  have  had  no  time 
Liiiidviike  onrseWps ;    but  we  teased  her  into  compli; 
luid  BO  wo  are  to  ait  in  Home  ohacure  place  tliat  aha 
nut  bo  Heeu.     As  to  me,  1  slionkl  be  alike  unknowii  ii 
aur*  cooBptcnoas  or  most  private  part  of  the  honse. 
H^CHA  write  no  more  now.     I  have  hardly  tjme  to  breathe 
^Bpl;  joat  thia,  the  housea  and  atreets  are  not  giiite  go 
fBorb  as  I  expected.     However,  I  have  seen  nothing  yet, 
«lt  ought  not  to  judge. 

Well ;   adien,  my  dearest  Sir,  for  the  present ;  I 
not  forbear  writing  a  few  words  instantly  on  my  a 
though  I  Bujipose  my  letter  of  thanks  for  your  consent 
"""     a  the  road. 

Satuirday  Niglit. 
I,  my  dear  P  r,  in  what  raptui'es  am  I  returned 
Say  Mr.  Garrick'  be  bo  celebrated,  ao  imiversally  admired- 
I  bad  not  any  idea  of  so  great  a  performer. 

Sucli  case  !  such  vivacity  in  his  manner  !  such  grace  in 
his  motionH  !  such  fijij  and  meaning  in  his  cyea  ! — I  could 
barclly  believe  he  had  studied  a  written  part,  for  every  word 
seemed  to  be  uttered  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment. 

Hiq  action — at  ouce  ao  graceful  and  so  free  !— 1  ' 
—HO  clear,  so  melodiuus,  yet  ho  wonderfully  vario 
tones  ! — Such  animation  ! — every  look  epeahs! 

I  would  have  given  the  world  to  have  had  the  whole  pi 
acted  over  agiiin.     And  when  he  danced— -0,  how  I  en' ' 
Obirinda  !  I  almost  wished  to  have  jumped  on  the  stage 
joined  them. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me  mad,  so  I  won't  say  any 
more ;    j<'t,  I  really  beb'eve  Mr.  Garrick  would  make  you  4| 

mad  too  if  yon  could  see  him.    I  intend  to  ask  Mrs.  Mirvau  ■ 

t«  go  to  the  play  every  night  while  we  stay  in  town.  She 
is  extremely  kind  to  me  ;  and  Maria,  her  charming  daugh- 
ter, is  the  sweetest  girl  in  the  world. 

'  Garrick  louk  leave  or  tbc  Gtage  un  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  one  year 
Bill]  n  balf  bRfuro  the  publicution  of  "  EvsUdh."   Roneeraad  CliLrindaare 
thsractera  iu  "The  Buapiciona  Husband,''  n  comaify  by  Dr.  Banjunin 
HodlfV,  the  pff(*iciun,  17*7.    Garrick  diad  in  1773  j  with  him,  »«nrd-^^J 
^^t)r.  Bunuty,  tlie  an  tli»r's  father, "  Sulare  and  Shakeft^M^Aja^Siei^^^H 

EL ~ Zm 


I  Bhall  write  to  yon  evei7  evenjjig  all  that  passes  in  ibi 
day,  aod  tbat  in  the  same  manner  as,  if  T  coold  see,  T  ahanlj 
toll  yon. 

'i'liis  inorning  we  went  to  Poctiand  cliapel ;  and  oftep- 
wards  we  walked  in  the  Mall  of  St.  Jaiaea's  Park,'  whud 
bj  no  means  answered  my  cspcctations :  it  is  a  long  straigKi 
walk  of  dirty  gravel,  veiy  nneasy  to  the  feet ;  and  at  ea^ 
end,  instead  of  an  open  pi-ospect,  nothing  is  to  be  seen  bnl 
honses  bnilt  of  britk.  Wben  Urn.  MiiTan  pointed  out  th« 
I'alace  to  mo — I  tJiink  I  was  never  mnch  more  sarprieed. 

However,  the  walk  was  very  agreeable  to  ns  ;  every  hoij 
looked  gay,  and  seemed  pleased;  and  the  ladies  were  ao 
much  dressed,  that  Miss  Mn-van  and  1  conld  do  nothing  bnl 
look  at  them,  Mrs.  Minan  met  several  of  lier  fiiends.  No 
wonder,  for  I  never  saw  so  many  people  assembled  tegeUiev 
before.  I  looked  about  for  some  otmy  aeqnaintance,  bat  in 
vwn  ;  £oi'  I  saw  not  one  person  that  I  knew,  which  ia  Teiy, 
odd,  for  all  the  world  seemed  there. 

Mrs.  Mirvau  says  we  are  not  to  walk  in  the  Park  again 
neit  Sunday,  even  if  we  should  be  in  town,  because  there  i^ 
better  oompany  in  Kensington  Gardens  ["  but  really,  if  joxL^ 
liad  seen  how  much  every  body  was  di'eBsed,you  would  not 
think  that  possible. 

Monday, 

We  are  to  go  this  evening  to  a  private  ball,  given  by  Mrs.. 
Stanley,  a  very  fasliiouable  lady  of  Mrs.  Mirvan's  acquain<, 

We  have  been  a-shopping  as  Mrs.  Mii'vau  calls  it,  all  thiB' 
morning,  to  buy  silks,  caps,  gauzes,  and  so  forth. 

The  shops  are  really  very  entertaining,  especially  the, 
mercers ;  tiiers  seem  to  be  six  or  seven  men  belonging  to 
each  shop ;  and  every  one  took  cai-e,  by  bowing  and  sniirk- 

'  lia  Malt  of  Be.  Jamafs  Fark^-"  When  I  piuE  the  Moll  in  the 
it  ifl  prodigiom  lo  aee  Hie  niunborof  ladies  wdlking  there."    " 
Stblli. 
•  KauuMtm  (rardms.— 

"Enoli  walk,  with  robea  of  various  cJyes  lieepread, 
Seems  fruin  ular  a  moving  lulip-bed. 
Where  ridi  bi'ocades  and  i:ostlr  dain]u>1is  gloi 
Ari<l  <iilm/,  tl.«  riml  .if  tl.c-  sliowerj  bn."  '^-- 


J,  to  be  noticed.   We  were  conducted  from  oneto  anotlier, 
d  curried  from  room  Lo  room  with,  bo  much  ceremony,  thitt 
at  first  I  was  almost  afraid  to  go  on. 

1  thonght  I  should  never  have  chosen  a  silk :  for  they  pro- 
duced so  many,  I  knew  not  which  to  fix  upon  ;  and  theyre- 
mded  them  all  so  strongly,  that  I  fancy  they  thought 
I  imlj"  wanted  persnasion  to  tny  eveiy  thing  they  showed 
e.  And,  indeed,  they  took  so  much  tronblei  thiit  1  was 
Riogt  aahtimed  1  could  not. 
I  At  the  mil  liners,  the  ladies  wo  mot  were  so  much  dressed, 
fBii  1  should  rather  have  imagined  they  were  making  visite 
tan  purchases.  But  what  moat  diverted  me  was,  that  we 
lere  more  fi-equently  served  by  men  than  by  women  ;  and 
ich  men. !  bo  finical,  so  affected  I  they  seemed  to  Qudei-stond 
rery  part  of  a  woman's  dresa  better  than  we  do  onraelves  ; 
pd  they  recommended  caps  and  i-ifabands  with  an  air  of  so 
BLoh  importance,  that  I  wished  to  aak  them  how  long  thpy 

1  left  off  wearing  theni, 

f  The  dispatch  with  which  they  wi 

■Bmasilig,  for  they  have  promised  m 

gain&t  tha  evening. 

1  have  just  had  m.y  haii-  dressed, 

I  aldly  my  head  feels  j    full  o£  powd* 

I  great  cuahioa  on  the  top  of  it.     I  believe  yon  would  hardly 

bww  me,  for  my  face  looks  quite  diffei-ent  to  what  it  did 

I   befoio  my  boir  was  di'essed.    Wlieu  I  shall  bo  able  to  make 

~K  of  a  comb  for  myself  I  cannot  tell ;   for  my  hair  is  so 

miA  eutajigled,  Jnrsiei!  they  call  it,  that  1  fear  it  will  be 

Iwjrdiffictdt, 


I  these  great  shops 
mplet«  suit  of  bneii 


Ton  can't  think  how  | 
and  black  pins,  i 


foi',  yon  loiow,  ] 
however,  Miss  Mirvan  says 
Yet  I  wish  it  ■« 


I     Iftm  half  ofi-aid  of  this  ball  to-nigbt 
f  We  never  danced  bat  at  school ;  bowove 
ftare  ia  nothing,' 
Adieu,  my  deai"  Sir ;    pray  excuse  the  wretched  stuff  I 
]   trite ;  perhaps  I  may  improve  by  being  in  this  town,  and 
a  my  letters  will  be  less  unworthy  your  reading'.     Mean 
L  time,  I  am, 

Youj-  dutiful  and  affectionate, 
though  uniTolished, 

EVBLISJ 

Poor  Miss  Mirvan  cannot  wear  one  of  the  caps  aha 
Q  tiiey  dresa  her  hair  too  larye  tor  tViesm. 


Mean    '     ■ 

1 


LETTER   XI. 

IVELIHA   IN  COKTUJUAI'lON. 

Queen  Ana  Slreel,  April  5,  T^a^  Menii^  ' 

I  HAVE  a  vast  deal  to  say,  and  shall  ^ve  all  this  morning 
to  my  pen.  Ab  to  my  plan  of  writing  every  evening  ths 
adventareB  of  tbe  day,  I  find  it  impracticable  ;  for  the  diVOT- 
uo&B  here  are  so  very  late,  that  if  I  begin  my  letters  aftai 
them,  I  conld  not  go  to  bed  at  all. 

We  past  a  moat  extraordinary  evening.  A  firivate  ball 
this  was  called,  so  I  expected  to  have  seen  about  four  or  five 
^uplo ;  but  Lord  !  my  dear  Sir,  I  believe  I  saw  half  the 
world!  Two  very  large  rooms  were  full  of  company ;  in  one 
were  cards  for  the  elderly  ladies,  and  in  the  other  were  ^ 
dancers.  My  mamma  Mirvan,  for  she  always  calls  me  herl 
child,  said  she  wonld  sit  with  Maria  and  me  till  we  were  I 
provided  with  partners,  and  then  join  the  card-playera. 

The  geutlemei],  n.s  they  passed  and  repiiKsei),  looked  as  if' 
they  thought  we  were  quite  at  their  dispoenl,  and  only  wait-i, 
ing  for  the  honour  of  their  commande  ;  and  they  aannteredl' 
about,  in  a  careleBS  indolent  miinner,  iifi  if  with  a  view  tO' 
keep  UB  in  suspense.  I  don't  speak  of  this  in  regiu'd  toMisS'i 
MiiTaiv  and  myself  only,  but  to  the  ladies  in  general :  and! 
I  thought  it  so  provoking,  that  I  determined  in  my  owui 
mind  fiat,  far  from  humouring  sueli  airs,  I  would  rather 
not  iance  at  all,  than  with  any  one  who  should  yoem  to  thinks 
me  ready  to  accept  the  first  partner  who  would  eondesoendJ 
to  take  me,  ii 

Not  long  after,  a  young  man,  who  had  for  some  timo) 

_  looked  at  ns  with  a.  kind  of  negligent  impertinence,  ad-l 

vaneedon  tiptoe  towards  mo  ;  he  had  a  set  smile  on  hiBface,|| 

and  his  dress  was  so  foppish,  that  I  really  believe  he  svenl 

wished  to  be  stared  at;  and  yet  he  was  very  ugly. 

Bowing  ahnost  to  the  ground  with  a  sort  of  swing,  and 
waving  his  hand  with  the  greatest  conceit,  after  a  short  andj 
silly  pause,  he  said,  "  Madam — may  I  presume  ?  " — audi 
Btopt,  offering  to  take  my  hand.  1  druw  it  back,  but  oonl  j 
scAi'00  iorbear  laughing.     "  Allow  me.  Madam,"  oontinuei 


bffeotedlf  breakiiig  ofi  every  liulf  moment,  "  the  hoiionr 
fthappineas— if  1  am  not  bo  nnhappy  as  to  addresa  yoQ  too 
fete — to  have  the  happinesB  and  honour — " ' 

Agnin  he  would  have  taken  my  hand  ;  bnt,  bowing  my 
head,  I  begged  to  beeKcnaed,  and  turned  toMiBS  Mirv«n  to 
conceal  my  laughter,  He  then  desired  to  know  if  I  had 
already  engaged  myself  to  some  more  fortmiftto  man  ?  I 
said  No,  and  that  1  believed  I  should  not  dance  at  all.  Ho 
would  keep  himself,  he  told  me,  diseii^ged,  in  hopes  I 
should  relent ;  and  then,  ntteiing  some  ridiculous  sjieecbea 
of  sorrow  ajid  disappointment,  though  his  face  BtjU  wore  the 
same  invariable  smile,  he  retreated. 

It  Bo  happened,  as  we  have  since  recollected,  that  during 
this  little  dialogue  Mrs.  Mirvaa  was  conversing  with  the  lady 
of  the  house.  And  veiy  soon  after,  another  gentleman,  who 
seemed  about  six-and- twenty  yeai-s  old,  gaily  but  not  fop- 
pishly dryssed,  and  indeed  estreraoly  handsome,  with  an  air 
of  mixed  politeness  and  gallantry,  desired  to  know  if  I  was 
engaged,  or  would  honour  him  with  my  hand.  So  he  was 
.pleased  to  say,  though  I  am  sure  I  know  not  what  honour 
^nld  receive  from  me  ;  but  these  sort  of  eipreesions,  1 
^  are  used  as  words  of  course,  without  any  distinction  of 

study  of  propriety. 
Veil,  1  bowed,  and  I  am  sure  1  coloured  ;  for  indeed  I 
■iriglitened  at  the  thoughtB  of  dancing  before  bo  many 
'  s,  all  strangers,  and,  which  was  worse,  witli.  a  stranger : 
kyer,  that  was  unavoidable;  for,  though  I  looked  round 
^oom  several  times,  1  oould  not  see  one  person  that  I 
lew.  And  so  ha  took  my  hand,  and  led  me  to  join  in  the 
lance. 

The  minuets  were  over  befoi-a  we  anived,  for  we  were 
kept  late  by  the  milhners  making  us  wait  for  our  things. 
^M^  seemed  very  desirous  of  entering  into  conversation 
Ha  me  ;  bit  I  was  seised  with  snch  a  panic,  that  I  conld 
Praly  speak  a  word,  and  nothing  bub  the  ehame  of  so  soon 
mmgii)^  my  mind  prevented  my  returning  to  my  seat,  and 
'"''lining  to  danco  at  all. 


'  Prlmte  BalU—li  swDis  thi 
\kti  10  (tuice,  nklinnt  any   ti 


It  pri  !■ 


0  balle,  gcntlsnii 

Piirtiieru  weri 

U  otiici- tiwtti  thi' 


seat,  and    ^^ 


He  appeared  io  be  suppriaeii  at  my  terror,  which  1  beliefs 
was  but  too  apparent:  however,  he  asked  no  questioiu, 
thouo^h  I  fear  he  muBt  thint  it  very  strange,  for  I  did  not 
choose  to  tel!  him  it  waa  owing  to  my  never  before  dancing 
but  with  a  Bchool-girl. 

HiH  conyersaition  was  sensible  and  spirited ;  his  air,  and 
address  wore  open  and  noble  ;  his  manners  gentle,  attentiTe, 
and  infinitely  engaging ;  his  person  is  all  elegance,  and  his 
countenance  the  most  animated  and  expressive  I  have  over 

In  a  shoi't  time  we  were  joined  by  Miss  Mirran,  who 
stood  next  conple  to  us.  But  how  was  I  startled  when  sho 
whispered  me  that  my  partner  was  a  nobleman  !  This  gave 
me  a  new  alarm  i  how  will  he  be  provoked,  thought  I,  whan 
lie  finds  what  a  simple  rustic  he  has  honoured  with  his 
choice  !  one  whose  ignorance  of  the  world  makes  her  per- 
petnally  fear  doing  iomething  wrong ! 

That  he  should  bo  so  much  my  superior  every  way,  quite 
disconcerted  me  j  and  you  will  suppose  my  spirits  were  noi 
much  raised,  when  I  heard  a  lady,  in  passing  ns,  say, "  This 
in  the  most  difficult  dance  I  ever  saw-" 

"  0  dear,  then,"  cried  Maria  to  her  partner,  "  with  yotn 
leave,  I'll  sit  down  till  the  next." 

"So  will  I  too,  then,"  cried  T,  "for  I  am  sure  I  can 
hardly  stand." 

"  But  yon  mnst  speak  to  your  partner  first,"  answered 
she ;  for  he  had  turned  aside  to  talk  witli  some  gentlemen. 
However,  I  had  not  sufficient  courage  to  address  him  ;  and 
BO  awB^  we  all  three  tript,  and  seated  ourselves  at  another 
end  of  the  room. 

But,  anfortunateiy  for  me,  Miss  Mirvan  soon  after 
suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  attempt  the  dance ; 
and  jiist  as  she  rose  to  go,  she  cried,  "  My  dear,  yonder  is 
your  partner.  Lord  Orville,  walking  about  the  room  in 
search  of  you." 

"  Don't  leave  me  then,  dear  girl !  "  cried  I  j  but  she  was 
obliged  to  go.  And  now  I  wiw  more  uneasy  than  ever ;  I 
would  have  given  the  world  to  have  seen  Mrs.  Mii-van,  and 
begged  of  her  to  make  my  apologies  ;  for  what,  thought  1, 
can  1  possibly  say  to  him  in  escnse  for  running  away  ?  fas 
aiast  either  conclude  me  a  fool,  or  half  mad;  for  (my  tata 


lironght  up  in  the  great  woiOd,  and  accnstomed  to  its  waya^  1 
dm  have  no  idea  of  snoh  sort  of  fears  as  mine. 

gconfosion  increased  when  I  observed  that  he  was 
where  seeking  me,  with  apparent  perplexitj  and  aor- 
but  when,  at  last,  I  saw  him  move  towards  thu  plnoe 
I  sat,  I  was  ready  to  sink  with  shame  and  diBtresa 
I  found  it  ftbsolutelj'  impossible  to  keep  my  seat,  becanae  1 
could  not  think  of  a  word  to  say  for  myself  ;  and  so  I  MSe, 
and  walked  hastily  towards  the  card-room,  i^csolving'  to  stay 
irith  Mrs.  Mirvaii  the  rest  of  the  evening,  and  not  to  dance  i 
But  before  I  could  find  her,  Lord  Orvilla  saw  and.  I 

ed  to  know  if  1  was  not  well  ?     You  may  easily 

.e  how  mnch  I  was  enibarrassed.     I  made  no  answer; 
pUhimg  ray  head  like  a  fool,  and  looked  on  m,y  fan. 
^^He  then,  with  an  air  the  moat  rospectfiilly  serious,  asked 
l^'lie  had  been  so  unhappy  as  to  offend  me  ? 

"No,  indeed  I  "  cried  I;  and,  in  hopes  of  changing  the    ' 

diBcourse,  and  preventing  liis  fni'thor  inquiiies,  I  desired  toi  1 

know  if  he  had  seen  the  young  lady  who  had  been  convers-i  1 

ing  with  me  ?  j 

No ; — but  would  I  honour  him  with  any  commands  toi  I 

herP  I 

"  0,  by  DO  means !  "  I 

Was  there  any  other  person  with  whom  I  wished  tOil 

speakP  I 

1  said  HI),  before  I  knew  I  had  answered  at  all.  I 

Should  he  have  the  pleaaui'e  of  bringing  me  any  refresh.-  I 

uont  ?  I 

T  bowed,  almost  involuntarily.     And  away  he  flew.  I 

I  was  quite  asham.ed  of  being  so  troublesome,  and  so  ] 

miioli  abooe  myself  as  these  seeming  airs  made  me  appoar; 

imt  indeed  1  was  too  much  confused  to  think  or  act  with 

Bny  consistency. 

If  he  had  not  been  as  swift  as  h'ghtning,  I  don't  know 
whether  I  ahonld  not  have  stolen  away  again ;  bat  he  re- 
tamod  in  a  moment.  When  I  had  di«.nk  a  glass  of  lemon- 
ade, he  hojHid,  he  said,  that  I  would  again  hononr  him  with 
my  hand,  as  a  new  dance  was  just  begun.  I  had  not  the 
presence  of  mind  to  say  a  aingle  word,  and  ho  I  let  hii 
more  lead  me  to  the  place  I  had  left. 


Shocked  to  find  bow  ailly,  how  ohildiah  a  part  I 
acted,  my  former  fears  of  dancing  before  each  a  oompanjJ 
and  with  ench  a  partner,  refmrned  more  forcibly  than  eret. 
I  anppose  he  perceived  my  uneaainesa ;  for  he  intreafed  dm 
to  Bit  down  again  if  danuing  was  disagreeable  to  me.  Bm 
I  was  quite  eatisfied  with  the  folly  I  had  ah-eady  ahewna 
and  therefore  declined  his  offer,  thongh  1  was  really  snared 
able  to  stand. 

Under  ench  conarions  disadvantagea,  yon  may  eaai^ 
imagine,  my  dear  Sir,  how  ill  1  acquitted  myaelE.  Bat, 
thongh  I  both  expected  and  deserved  to  find  him  very  mneli 
mortified  and  displeaaed  at  ht!^  ill  fortune  in  the  clioioe  1i» 
had  made  j  yet,  to  my  very  great  relief,  he  appeared  to !»: 
even  contented,  and  very  much  aaaist«d  and  encouraged  me' 
Theae  people  in  high  life  have  too  much  presence  of  mindi' 
I  believe,  to  seein,  disconcerted,  or  ont  of  hnmoni',  howeTer' 
they  may  feel :  for  had  I  been  the  person  of  the  most  con-' 
sequence  in  the  room,  I  could  not  have  met  with  morf 
attention  and  respect. 

When  the  dance  was  over,  seeing  me  atill  very  mooh 
flurried,  he  led  me  to  a  seat,  saying  that  he  would  not  BuffM' 
me  to  fatigue  myeelf  from  pohteneHS. 

And  then,  if  my  capacity,  or  even  if  my  spirits  had  berai 
better,  in  how  animated  a  converBatioa  might  I  have  beBDJ 
engaged  I  it  was  then  I  saw  that  the  rank  of  Lord  OrriUa 
was  his  least  recommendation,  his  nnderatanding  and  his 
manners  being  far  more  diEtingnished.  His  remarks  upon 
the  company  in  general  were  so  apt,  so  just,  so  lively,  I  am 
almost  surprised  myself  that  they  did  not  reanimate  mej 
but,  indeed,  I  was  too  well  convinced  of  the  ridiculous  psrt 
1  had  myself  played  before  so  nice  an  observer,  to  be  ahla 
to  enjoy  his  pleasantry :  so  self-compassion  gave  me  feeling 
for  others.  Yet  I  had  not  theconrage  to  attempt  either  to 
defend  them,  or  to  rally  iu  my  tarn  ;  hut  hatened  to  hiirt  ia 
silent  embarrassment. 

When  he  found  this,  ho  changed  the  subject,  and  tallcea 
of  public  places',  and  public  performers ;  but  he  soon  difti 
covered  that  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  them.  I 

He  then,  very  ingeniously,  turned  the  discourso  to  thfl 
amusementfl  and  occupations  of  the  country.  ' 

It  now  struck  mo,  that  he  was  resolved  to  try  wlinltier  ai 


not  I  was  capable  of  tnJking  upon  a/ny  BTibject.     Thia  pnt  bo 
great  a  constraint  upon  my  thoughta,  that  I  wae  nnable  to  | 
go  fnrthor  than  a  monosyllable,  and  not  even  bo  far,  whou 
I  coald  poBsibly  aYoid  it. 

We  were  sitting  in  this  manner,  he  conversirig  with  all 
gaiety,  I  looking  down  with  all  foolishness,  when  that  fop 
who  had  first  asked  me  to  dance,  with  a  most  ridiculous 
Bolemnity  approached,  and,  after  a  profound  bow  or  two, 
said,  "  I  hnmbly  beg  pardon.  Madam, — and  of  you  too,  my 
Lord, — for  breaking  in  upon  such  agreeable  conversatioii — 
■which  must,  doubUese,  be  more  delectitble — than  what  T 
liBTe  the  hoDoor  to  offer — but — " 

I  interrupted  him — I  blush  for  my  folly, — with  laughing ; 
Ifet  T  could  not  help  it ;  for,  added  to  the  man's  stately 
pppiBbnesB,  (and  he  actually  took  snuff  between  every  three 
■  Is)  when  I  looked  round  at  Lord  Orville,  I  saw  such 
'n  his  face, — the  cause  of  which  appeared 
_p  absurd,  that  I  could  not  for  my  life  preserve  my  gravity. 
^  I  had  not  laughed  before  from  the  time  I  had  left  Miss 
Q,  and  I  had  much  better  have  cried  then ;  Lord 
a  actually  stared  at  me ;  the  bean,  I  know  not  his 
mjae,  looked  quite  enraged,  "  Refrain — Madam,"  said  he, 
llith  an  important  air,  "  a  few  momenta  refrain  ! — I  have 
pit  a  sentence  to  trouble  yon  with.^May  I  know  to  what 
aocident  I  must  attribute  not  having  the  honour  of  your 
Land  ?  " 
"  Accident,  Sir  !  "  repeated  I,  much  astonished. 
"Yes,  accident.  Madam; — for  surely, — I  must  Bike  the 
liberty  to  observe — pardon  me.  Madam, — it  ought  to  be  no 
common  one — that  should  tempt  a  lady— ao  young  a  one 
too,- — to  be  guilty  of  iU-manners." 
A  confused  idea  now  for  the  first  time  entered  niy  head, 
L  9f  aomelhing  I  had  heard  of  the  rules  of  an  aeaenibly ;  but 
""  a  never  at  one  before, — I  have  only  danced  at  school , — 
0  giddy  and  heedless  I  was,  that  I  had  not  once  coa- 
ted the  impropriety  of  refusing  one  partner,  and  aftor- 
'£  Accepting  anotlicr.  I  was  thunderstruck  at  tlie 
|)Oeobion  :  but,  while  these  thoughts  were  I'lishing  into  a 
1  Orville,  with  some  warmth,  said,  "  Thia  Ladj, 
npable  of  meriting  such  an  accusation  I  " 
—for  I  am  very  angry  w\&  "Vma. — 


low  bow,  and  with  a  grin  the  most  malioiona  I  ever  saw, 
"  My  ]Jord,"  said  he,  "  far  be  it  from  me  to  accute  the  iaAyj 
for  haTing  the  discernment  to  distinguish  and  prefer — thl 
BOperior  attrartions  of  your  Lordship." 

Again  he  bowed,  and  walked  off. 

Waa  ever  any  thing  bo  provoking  ?  I  was  ready  to  ffifl 
with  shame.  "  What  a  coxcomb  1  "  eiclaimed  Lord  OrviUe  i 
while  I,  without  knowing  what  I  did,  rose  hastily,  and 
moving  off,  "  I  can't  imagine,"  cried  I,  "  where  Mrs.  Mirvan 
haa  hid  herself  !  " 

"  GHve  me  leave  to  see,"  answered  he.  I  bowed  and  sal 
down  again,  not  daring  to  meet  his  eyes  ;  for  what  moBt  he 
think  of  me,  between  my  blnnder,  ajid  the  sappoaed  pre- 
ference P 

He  retnmed  in  a  moment,  and  told  me  that  Mrs.  Mirv&n 
wag  at  cards,  but  would  be  gltid  to  see  me  ;  and  I  went 
immediately.  There  was  but  one  chair  vacant ;  so,  to  ray 
great  relief.  Lord  Orville  preBently  left  us.  I  then  toW 
Mrs.  Mirvaa  my  disasters  ;  and  she  good-naturedly  blamed 
herself  for  not  having  better  instructed  me  j  but  said,  she 
had  taken  it  for  granted  that  I  must  know  such  conimon 
Dustoms.  However,  the  man  m.fty,  I  think,  be  satisfied  witt 
his  pretty  Bpeenb,  and  carry  hia  resentment  no  farther. 

In  a  short  time  Lord  OrviUe  returned.  I  t-onaei 
with  the  beet  grace  I  conld,  to  go  down  another  dance,  fot 
I  had  had  time  to  recollect  myself ;  and  therefore  resolved 
to  use  some  exertion,  and,  if  possible,  appear  less  a  fool  than 
I  had  hitherto  done ;  for  it  occurred  to  me,  that,  insiguifi- 
oanl.  as  1  wa8,~oompared  to  a  man  of  his  rank  and  figure 
yet,  sinpe  be  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  make  choice  ol 
me  for  a  partner,  why  I  should  endeavour  to  make  the  best 
of  it. 

The  datice,  however,  was  short,  and  he  gpoke  very  little ; 
eo  I  had  no  opportunity  of  putting  my  resolution  in  prac- 
tice, He  was  satisfied,  t  suppose,  with  his  former  success- 
less  efforta  to  draw  me  out :  or,  rather,  I  fancied,  he  had 
been  inquiring  who  I  was.  This  again  disconcerted  me; 
and  the  spirite  I  had  determined  to  exert,  again  failed  me. 
Tired,  ashamed,  and  mortified,  I  begged  te  sit  dovtn  till  we 
returned  home,  which  I  did  soon  after.  Lord  Oiwillo  did 
tae  tiie  honour  to  hand  me  to  the  coach,  talking  all  the  waj 


Knr,rNjt. 

honoiir    X  had   done   hhn!     0   those   fashiotiabla  1 

-.Well,  my  dear  Sii-,  waa  it  not  a  etrange  evening?  I 
onld  not  help  heing  thus  particular,  because,  to  me,  every 
tuDg  IB  HO  new.     But  it  is  now  time  to  conclude.     I  am,  . 

IaU  love  and  iatj,  yoor  ^^^ 

Etrlina.       ^^H 
LETTER  Xn.  ^^M 

■TILINA   IS   CONTINCATIOK.  ^^^H 

Tuesday,  April  5.       ^^^^ 
THERE  is  to  be  no  end  to  the  tvoubles  of  last  night,     I 
have  tliia  moment,  between  persuasion  and  laughter, 
fathered  from  Maria  the  most  curious  dialogue  that  ever  I  ^^1 
leai^i.     YoD  will  at  first  bo  startled  at  my  vanity  ;  but,  m^  ^^^| 
lear  Sir,  have  patience  I  '  ^^^| 

It  mufit  have  passed  while  I  was  sitting  with  Mrs.  Mirvon  ^^^| 
n  the  card-room.  Maria  was  teldng  some  refrtsbment,  ^^^ 
ind  saw  Loi^d  Orville  advancing  for  the  same  purpose  liim- 
self;  but  he  did  not  know  her,  though  she  iramediately  re- 
collected bim.  Presently  after,  a  very  gay-looking  man,  i 
stepping  hastily  np  to  him,  cried,  "  Why,  ray  Lord,  whafc^^^H 
bave  yon  done  with  your  lovely  partner  F  "  ^^^H 
"  Nol-hva/! !  "  answered  Lord  Orville  with  a  smile  and  ^i^^^H 

By  Jove,"  cried  the  man,  "  she  ia  the  most  beautiful  ] 

are  I  ever  saw  in  my  life  I  " 

pd  Orville,  as  he  well  might,  laughed ;  but  answered, 
,1,  a  pretty  modest-looking  girl." 
i  jay  Lord  !  "  cried  the  madman,  "  she  is  an  angel 
iL.giletit  one,"  returned  he. 

Yhlj'  ay,  my  Lord,  how  stands  she  as  to  that  ? 
aU  intelligence  and  expression." 
L  poor  weak  girl  I  "  answered  Lord  Oi-vil1e,  sha 

Ijr  Jove,"  cried  the  other,  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  it ! 
■that  motnent,  the  same  odinns  oi-oature  who  Jiad  bee 
'   tormentor,  joined   thom.       A.A4i-ew&m^  ^ 


Orrille  with  great  respect,  he  said,  "  I  beg  pardon,  my  Lot 
— if  I  was — as  I  fear  miglit  bo  the  case — rather  too  sen 
in  my  ceusare  of  the  lady  who  ia  hononred  with  yonp  p 
tection — but,  my  Lord,  ill-breeding  is  apt  to  provoke  a  mati 

"  Ill-breeding !  "  cried  my  mikcown  champion,  "ii 
possible  !  that  elegant  face  can  uever  be  bo  \ile  a  mask ! ' 

"  0  Sir,  SB  to  that,"  answered  be,  "  yoa  must  allow  me 
judge  ;  for  thongh  I  pay  all  deference  to  yonr  opinion- 
other  things, — yet  I  hope  yon  will  grants— and  I  appeal 
your  Lordship  also — that  I  am  not  totally  despioable  aa 
judge  of  good  or  ill-manners." 

"  I  maa  so  wholly  ignorant,"  said  Lord  Orrille,  gravel 
"  of  the  provocation  Jon  might  have  had,  that  I  could  n 
but  be  Bui-priacd  at  your  aingalar  rescntmeut." 

"  It  was  far  from  my  intention,"  answered  he,  "  to  ofEa 
your  lordship ;  bnt,  really,  for  a  person  who  is  nobody, 
give  herseLt  such  airs, — 1  own  I  contd  not  command  s 
passion,  For,  my  Lord,  thongh  I  have  made  dilige 
inquiry — I  csmnot  learn  who  she  is." 

"By  what  I  can  make  out,"  cried  my  defender,  "s 
mnat  be  a  country  parson's  daughter." 

"  He  !  he  !  he !  very  good,  'pon  honour  !  "  cried  the  fo 
— "  well,  so  I  could  have  sworn  by  her  manners." 

And  then,  deUghted  at  his  own  wit,  he  laughed,  and  we 
away,  as  I  suppose,  to  repeat  it. 

"  But  what  the  deuce  is  al!  this  P  "  demanded  the  othe 

"  Why  a  very  foolish  affair,"  answered  Lord  Orviil 
"your  Helen  firat  refused  this  coxcomb,  and  then — dano 
with  me.     This  is  all  I  can  gather  of  it." 

"  O,  Orville,"  returned  he,  "  you  are  a  liappy  man  ! — B 
UUbred  /—I  can  never  believe  it  1  And  she  looks  too  ec 
Bible  to  be  ignorant." 

"  Whether  ignorant  or  mischievous,  I  will  not  pretand 
determine ;  bnt  certain  it  is,  she  attended  to  all  I  could  B 
to  her,  though  I  have  really  fatigued  myaelf  with  frnitli 
endeavours  to  entertain  liei',  with  the  most  immoreaj 
gravity ;  but  no  sooner  did  Lovel  begin  his  complaint,  th 
she  was  seized  with  a  Bt  of  laughing,  first  affronting  t 
poop  beau,  and  then  enjoying  his  mortification," 

"  Ha  1  ha !  ha  I    why  there  is  some  gmias  i 
Lord,  thongh  perhaps  rathfr — m#iV'." 


'inmSi 


bvbltra, 

e  Haria  was  called  to  dance,  and  so  heard  no  more.< 
:,  my  dear  Sir,  did  yon  CTer  know  any  thii  ' 
e  provoking  ?  "  A  poor  weak  girl !  "  "  igjwrwnt  or  mt 
chUrvous  !  "  Wliai  luoitifying  words  !  1  iim  resolved,  ho' 
ever,  that  I  will  never  agaiu  be  tempted  to  go  to 
aasembiy.     I  wish  I  had  been  in  Doraetdiire. 

Well,  after  this,  joa  will  not  be  eurjirised  that  Lord 
ville  contented  himself  with  an  inquiry  after  our  healtl 
tilis  morning,  bj  his  serrant,  without  troubling  himself 
I,  as  ilisa  Mirvan  had  told  me  he  would  ;  but  perhaps  it 
r  be  only  a  country  custom. 

Jwonld  not  live  here  for  the  world.     I  care  not  how  soon 

e  town.     Loudon  soon  grows  tiresorao,     I  wish  the 

a  would  come.     Mrs.  ifirvan  talks  of  the  opera  for. 

srening ;  however,  I  am  very  indifferent  about  it.  ' 

Wednesday  Morning. 
■ell,  my  dear  Sir,  I  have  been  pleased  against  my 
■"1  almost  say;  for  I  must  own  I  went  out  in  tb]_ 

,  which  I  thiuk  you  cannot  wonder  at :  but  the 
;  and  the  singing  were  charming ;  they  aoothed  me 
into  a  pleasure  the  most  grateful,  the  best  suited  to  my 
present  disposition  in  the  world,  I  hope  to  persuade  Mrs. 
ilirvau  to  go  again  on  Saturday.  I  wish  the  opora  was 
J"  night.  It  is,  of  all  entertainments,  the  sweetest  and 
I  delightful.  Some  of  the  songs  seemed  to  melt  my 
I  BOol.  It  was  what  they  crvll  a  serioK*  opera, 
f  first  singer  was  Ul.' 
Liiight  we  go  to  Ranelngh.'     If  any  of  those  t) 

(utbI  Upcm-Uouse  in  tlie  H&jnnarket,  built 
by  Sir  Jahn  Vuiibrugh,  arcbilcct  and  [IraniHtisc,  opened. 


lofpublk 


erotted  (oire.  1740) 


[tbe  KotuniliL),  begnn  in   1741,  koii  openitd  for  public 

i(a  on  tbe  Sth  of  April,  1742,  wbj<  18S  feat  ia  diameter,  with  aa 

in  the  cent™,  and  [inra  of  boxaa  aU  round.      The  chief  amusa- 

inu'lin(r(a9  it  was  called)  round  and  round  tbe  circular  src^B 

ng  refresIimentK  in  the  boxes,  while  the  oruhestrB  exe- 

pieces  of  mnBic     ll  wag  a  kind  of  "  Vauxhall  under 

_._.  .  with  Glial  HreB.     Tbe  Rotunda  ia  said  to  have  been  dtq- 

IiMj,  the  patentee  of  Drary  Lane  TheaUa.    Tto  vmi^  inriiJl, 


J 


gentlemen  wlio  conTeraed  ao  ti-eely  about  i 
there — but  I  won't  think  of  it. 

Thirsda/y  Mor 

Well,  ray  dear  Sir,  we  went  to  Ranelagh.  It  is  a  ohuM 
ing  place ;  and  the  brilliancy  of  the  lights,  oq  my  first  ei 
trance,  made  ine  almost  think  I  was  in  some  inthatite 
castle  or  fairy  palace,  for  all  looked  like  magic  to  me. 

The  very  first  poraon  T  saw  was  Lord  Orville.  I  felt  i 
eonfnsBd  ! — hut  he  did  not  see  me.  After  tea,  Mrs.  Mirva 
being  tired,  Maria  ajid  I  walked  round  the  room.  aloHi 
Then  again  we  saw  him,  standing  by  the  orchestra.  "Wi 
too,  atopt  to  hear  a  singer.  He  bowed  to  me  ;  I  courteaiei 
and  I  am  sure  I  coloni'ed.  We  soon  walked  on,  not  likin 
nur  aitnation  :  however,  ho  did  not  follow  us  ;  and  when  * 
passed  by  the  orchestra  again,  he  was  gone.  Afterward 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  we  mot  him  several  times ;  bi 
he  was  always  with  some  party,  and  never  spoke  to  n 
though  whenever  he  chanced  to  meet  my  eyea,  he  coi 
descended  to  how. 

I  cannot  but  be  hurt  at  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  m 
It  ia  true  my  own  behaviour  incurred  it — yet  he  is  himse 
the  most  agreeable,  and,  seemingly,  the  most  amiable  nu 
in  the  world,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  am  grieved  to  1 
thought  ill  of  by  him  :  for  of  whose  esteem  ought  we  to  1 
ambitions,  if  not  of  those  who  moat  merit  oar  ownP— Bi 
it  is  too  late  to  reflect  upon  this  now.  "Well,  I  oan't  hft 
'  it, — However,  I  think  I  liavo  done  with  aaaemblieB. 

This  morning  was  destined  for  geein/}  sights^  auction 
eupioua  shops,  and  so  forth  ;  but  my  head  ached,  and  I  w 
not  in  a  humour  to  be  amnscd,  and  so  I  made  them  go  wiii 
out  me,  though  very  unwillingly.     They  are  all  IdndneeB. 

And  now  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  accompany  them,  toe 
know  not  what  to  do  with  myself.  I  hnd  resolved  not 
go  to  the  play  to-night;  but  I  believe  I  shall.  In  ehoit 
hardly  care  whether  I  do  or  not. 


Dr.  Johnson  declerod,  "  tvna  the  finest  Lhing  he  hui  ever  leen."  T 
^oHt  appearance  (if  aoe  may  use  ihe  exprHssion)  of  lianel^b  was  wh 
the  initallation  bnii  of  the  KnigUls  of  tbe  Butb,  in  1 003,  was  mnm  the 
Its  siie  U  now  part  of  Cheliea  Hospital  garrter,  hetwocn  Cbunh  Ri 
^nd  the  river,  u>  the  eaat  of  ihe  nospito].     No  U'U'e  remaina. 


S'thoiiglit  I  haJ  dono  wi'ong  !  Mrs.  Mii'van  and  Marin. 
_r6  been  half  the  l</,iiii  over,  and  so  entertained ! — while 
'l,  like  a  fool,  Bkaid  at  lioiue  to  do  uothing.  And,  at  tlio 
anct.iou  in  Pall-ujjil!,  wiio  elioidd  tliey  meet  but  Lord 
Orville.  He  sat  next  to  Mrs,  Mirvim,  and  they  talked  a 
great  deal  together ;  but  slie  gave  me  no  account  of  the 
conversation. 

I  maj  nerer  have  such  another  opportuuity  of  seeittg 
Lundun  ;  I  am  quite  BOi-iy  that  I  was  not  of  the  party  ;  but 
I   ik'serve  this  mortiilcntion,  for  having  indulged  my  iU^M 

Thursday  Nit/Jit. 

We  are  just  retm-ned  from  the  play,  which  was  1 
Lear,  and  has  made  me  very  sad.     We  did  not  see  noj 
body  we  know. 

Well,  adieu,  it  is  too  late  to  write  n 

Captain  Mii'van  is  arrived.  I  have  not  apirita  to  give 
[wcoant  of  his  introduction,  for  he  has  really  shocked  r 
I  do  not  like  him.     He  st'pms  to  be  enrly,  vulgar,  and  dieg 


Almost  the  same  nioiueut  that  Maria  ' 
liim,  he  began  some  rude  jests  upon  the  bad  shape  of  h^ 
nose,  and  called  her  a  tall  lU-formed  thing.     She  b 
witit  the  utmost  good  humour ;  but  that  kind  and  swee' 
lempcred  woman,  Mi'a.  Mirvan,  deserved  a  better  lot. 
ua  amaaed  she  would  miirry  liim. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  been  so  sby,  that  I  have  hardly 
ipoken  to  him,  or  he  to  me.  I  cannot  imagine  why  the 
family  was  so  rejoiced  at  his  retui-n.  If  he  had  spent  hie 
«hole  life  abmad,  I  should  have  supposed  they  might 
rather  have  been  thankful  tban  son'owful.  However,  I,iJ 
liope  they  do  not  think  so  ill  of  him  as  I  do,  At  leasl«j| 
[  am  sure  they  have  too  much  prudence  to  make  it  known- " 

'  OiaraeitT  (if  Captain  UliniiM, — "  I  have  this  W  comfort  mo,— thiil  the 
re  I  see  of  sea-caplaJiiB,  tlie  leaa  reason  1  have  to  lie  Mhamed  of  Cap. 
1  Mirran  ;  For  thej  havu  all  bo  irresiatible  a  {iropensity  to  wanton 
'Mef,  to  roasting  beaux,  and  detesting  old  women,  that  I  quite  re- 

*■-■■ i  the  book  to  no  one  'ere  printed,  lesl  I  sliould  have  been 

n  to  mfiBii  hia  ubaincH-r.  —  flinc^  and  Letten  of  ModaiM 
•-"'.,  May,  1780. 


^t        i 

p. 


'  eiatofday  '^^^H 
We  have  been  to  tlie  npera,  and  I  sua  attll  more  pQ^H 
than  T  was  on  Tucuday.  I  conld  liave  thought  myBeu  a 
Piiradisc,  but  for  the  continual  talking  of  the  compainl 
around  mo.  Wa  eat  in  the  pit,  where  everybody  wm 
dressed  in  so  high  a  style,  that  if  I  had  been  leas  delighteq] 
with  the  perfoniianee,  my  eyes  would  have  foniid  me  suffi- 
cient entertainment  from  looking  at  the  ladies. 

I  wfis  Tery  glad  I  did  not  sit  next  the  Captain  ;  for  hsl 
could  not  bear  the  music  or  singers,  and  waa  estremdllj 
gross  in  his  observations  on  both.  When  the  opera  wmI 
over,  we  went,  into  a  place  called  the  coffee-room,  wheral 
ladies,  as  well  as  gentlemen,  assemble.  There  are  all  aarm 
of  refreshments,  and  the  company  walk  about,  and  okm 
with  the  same  ease  and  freedom  as  in  a  private  room.  1 

On  Mond^  we  go  to  a  ridotto,  and  on  Wednesday  m 
return  to  Howard  Grove.  The  Captain  says  he  won't  staj 
here  to  be  smoked  with  filth  any  longer;  but,  having  beer 
seren  years  smoked  with  a  burning  sun,  he  will  retire  to  titt\ 
country,  and  aink  into  a/otr  weather  cAop. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir, 

1.ETTBE  XI  n. 

KVBLINA   IK   CONTmOATIOH. 

My  dear  Sir,  Tuesday,  April  12. 

WE  came  home  from  the  ridotto '  so  late,  or  rather  eo 
early,  that  it  waa  not  possible  for  me  to  write.  In- 
deed we  did  not  50-— you  will  be  frightened  to  hear  it — till! 
past  eleven  o'ciook :  but  nobody  does.  A  terrible  reversB: 
of  the  order  of  nature  I  We  sleep  with  the  sun,  and  wal 
with  the  moon. 

The  room  waa  very  magnificent,  the  lights  and  decon- 
tiona  were  brilliant,  and  the  company  gay  and  splendid. 
But  I  should  have  told  joti,  that  I  made  many  objections  te 
being  of  the  party,  according  ta  the  resolution  I  had  formedi 
However,  Maria  laughed  me  out  of  my  scruples,  and 
again  1  went  to  an  assembly. 

'  Tie  Bidoiio  wu  a  dancing  assembly  in  pubtl 


^ 


Misa  Mvrvan  (Unoed  a  minuHt ;  but  I  had  not  bbe  courage 
to  follow  her  example.     In  oar  walks  I  saw  Lord  Orville. 
^~'  3  quite  alone,  but  did  not  observe  na.     Yet,  as  he 

of  no  party,  I  thought  it  wa«  not  impOBsibIc  that  !ie 
^ght  join  ns  ;  nud  though  I  did  not  wish  moch  ti:i  dance 
it  all — yet,  aa  1  was  more  acquainted  with  him  than  with 
^y  other  person  in  the  room,  I  must  own  1  oonld  not  help 
linking  it  would  be  infinitely  more  desimhle  to  dance  again 
■ith  him  than  with  an  entire  stranger.  To  be  sure,  after 
'1  that  had  passed,  it  was  very  ridiouloua  to  suppose  it  even 
robabla  that  Lord  Orrille  would  again  honour  me  with  his 
loice  ;  yet  I  am  compelled  to  confeas  my  absurdity,  by  way 
t  explaining  what  follows. 
MissMirvan  was  Boon  engaged;  and  presently  after  a  very 
ihionable  gay  looking  man,  who  seemedabout  thirty  years 
f  age,  addressed  himself  to  me,  and  begged  to  have  the 
)&oiir  of  dancing  with  me.  Now  Maria's  partner  was  a 
mtleman  of  Mrs.  Mirvan's  acquaintance ;  for  she  had  told 
s  it  was  highly  improper  for  young  women  to  dance  with 
[ere  at  any  public  assembly.  Indeed  it  was  by  no 
1  my  wish  bo  to  do:  yet  I  did  not  like  to  confine 
myself  from  dancing  at  all ;  neither  did  I  dare  refuse  this 
gentleman  as  I  had  done  Mr.  Lovel,  and  then,  if  any  ac- 
quaintance should  ofFer,  accept  him  :  and  so,  all  these 
iOBonB  combining,  induced  me  to  tell  liim — yet  I  blush  to 
lit*  it  to  you  ! — that  1  was  already  engaged ;  by  which  I 
^eont  to  keep  myself  at  liberty  to  dance,  or  not,  as  matters 
ihonJd  fall  oat. 

•  Z  aiipi>ose  my  consciousneas  betrayed  my  artifice,  for  he 

jked  at  me  as  if  incredaions ;  and,  instead  of  being  satis- 

d  with  my  answer  and  leaving  me,  according  to  my  eipec- 

L,  he  walked  at  my  aide,  and,  with  the  greatest  ease 

jjable,  Ijegan  a  couvei'sation  in  the  tree  style  which 

nly  belongs  to  old  and  intimate  acquaintance.     But,  what 

UB  iDOBt  provoking,  he  asked  me  a  thousand  questions  oon- 

■  ccnikng  the'partner  in  whoin  I  was  eiignged.      And  at  last  he 

svdi  "  Is  it  really  possible  that  a  nian  whom  you  have 

htmoored  with  your  acceptance  can  fail  to  be  ab  hand  to 

profit  from  your  goodness  i" "' 

H«  'l{^«xl^mely  foolish;  aud  bogged  Mrs.  Mirviu 

InftMttti  which  she  very  obligingly  (Ud.     Tim  Oo.\Aa 


iin  to  IbaJ^^M 


I^B^^MP 


next  her ;  and  to  my  great  Burpriae,  this  gentleman  tlionght 
proper  to  follow,  and  seat  himeelf  neit  to  me. 

"  Wliat  an  ineenaible  ! "  continued  he ;  "  why,  Mftdam, 
you  arc  misaing  tlie  most  delightful  dance  in  the  woi-ld ! — 
The  man  mnet  be  either  mad  or  a  fool — Which  do  you  in- 
cline  to  think  him  yourself  ?  " 

"  Neither,  Sir,"  answered  I,  in  some  confusion. 

He  begged  my  pardon  for  the  freedom  of  hia  suppoBitior. 
saying,  "  I  really  was  off  my  guard,  from  astonishment  that 
any  man  can  be  so  much  and  so  unaccountably  his  own 
enemy.  But  where.  Madam,  can  he  possibly  be ! — haa  he 
left  the  room  ! — or  haa  not  he  been  in  it  ?  " 

"  Indeed,    Sir,"   said  I  peevishly,   "  I  know  nothing  of 

"  I  don't  wonder  that  you  are  disconcerted,  Madam  ;  it  is 
really  veiy  provoking.  The  best  part  of  the  evening  will 
be  abaolutely  lost.  He  deserves  not  that  you  should  wait 
for  him. " 

"  I  do  not,  Sir,"  said  I,  "and  I  beg  you  not  to — " 

"  Mortifying,  indeed.  Madam,"  inteiTnpted  he,  "  a  iadj 
to  wait  for  a  gentleman  I — 0  fie  !— cm'sIbbs  fellow  ! — What 
can  detain  him  ?— Will  you  give  me  leave  to  seek  him  P  " 

"  If  yon.  please.  Sir,"  answered  I,  quite  terrified  lest  Mra 
Mirvan  should  attend  to  Hm  ;  for  she  looked  very  much  ams 
prised  at  seeing  me  enter  into  conversation  with  a  stranger. 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  cried  he  ;  "  pray,  what  i:oat  hat 
heouF" 

"  Indeed  I  never  looked  at  it." 

"  Out  upon  him  ! "  cried  he ;  "  What !  did  he  address  you 
in  B,  coat  not  worth  looking  at  P— What  a  shabby  wretch  1 " 

How  ridiculous  I  I  really  could  not  help  laughing,  wliiob 
I  fear  encouraged  him,  for  he  went  on. 

"  Charining  creature  ! — and  can  yon  really  bear  ill  usage 
with  so  much  sweetness  ?  Can  you,  like  patience  on  a 
monument,  smile  in  the  midst  of  disappointment  ? — For  my 
part,  though  I  am  not  the  offended  person,  my  indignation 
is  so  great,  that  I  long  to  kick  the  fellow  round  the  room ! 
— unless,  indeed, — (hesitating  and  looking  earnestly  at  me,) 
unless,  indeed,— it  is  a  partner  of  your  own  creating  /" 

I  was  dreadfully  abashed,  and  could  not  make  any 
answer. 


w3<it  nol"  caieil  he  (agCLiQ,  anil  with  warmth,)  "It 

not  be  that  you  are  so  cruel !  Softness  itself  i»  painted 
in  your  eyes.- — You  could  not,  surely,  have  the  barbarity  bo 
wantonly  to  trifle  with  my  misery." 

I  turned  away  from  this  nonsense  with  real  disgiiBt, 
Mrs.  Mirvnn  saw  my  confusion,  but  was  perpleied  what  to 
think  of  it,  and  I  could  not  cjplain  to  her  the  cause,  lest  the 
Captain  ahoiild  hear  me.  I  therefore  proposed  to  walk 
8lie  eonsented,  and  we  all  rose;  but,  would  you  believe  it ' 
this  man  had  the  aBsni'anco  to  rise  too,  and  walk  cloee 
my  aide,  as  if  of  my  party  ! 

"  Now,"  ci-ied  he,  "  I  hope  we  shaU  see  this  ingrate.- 
that  he  P" — pointing  to  an  old  man  who  was  lame, 
that  ?"  And  in  this  manner  he  asked  me  of  whoever 
old  or  ugly  in  the  room.  I  made  no  sort  of  answer  : 
when  he  found  that  I  was  rosolutoty  silent,  and  walked  on 
as  mnch  na  I  could  without  observing  hira,  he  suddenly 
Btamped  his  foot,  and  cried  out  in  a  passion,  ■'  Fool !  idiot ! 
booby  ! " 

I  turned  hastily  toward  himr  "0,  Madam,"  continued 
he,  "  forgive  my  vehemence  ;  but  I  am  distracted  to  think 
there  should  exist  a  wreteh  who  can  slight  a  blessing  for 
which  I  would  forfeit  my  life ! — 0  that  I  could  but  meet 
him,  I  would  soon — But  I  grow  angry  :  pardon  me,  Madam, 
my  possiotiB  are  violent,  and  your  injurieB  affect  me  ! " 

I  began  to  apprehend  he  was  a  madman,  and  stared  at 
him  with  the  utmost  astonishment.    "  I  Bee  you  are  moved, 
Madam,"    said  he;    "generous  creature  I — but  don't   be 
led,  I  am  cool  again,  I  am  indeed, — upon  my  soul  I 
—I  intreat  you,  most  lovely  of  moi'tala  !  I  inlreat  you 
e  easy." 

llJjideed,   Sir,"   tiaid   I   very   serionsly,    "I  mnst  inaiat 

r  leaving  me ;  you  are  quite  a  etiangov  to  me,  and 

1  both  unused,  and  averse  to  your  language  and  your 

3  seemed  to  have  some  effect  on  him.     He  made  me 

ft  low  bow,  begged  my  pardon,  and  vowed  he  would  not  for 
the  world  offend  me. 

"  Then,  Sir,  you  mast  leave  me,"  cried  I.     "  I  am  gone, 

n  gone  !"   with  a  most  tragical  air;    and  he   ^ 
d  away  at  a  quick  pace,  out  of  sight  in 


Ihdam,  I  oi 
Kirolied  awa 


but  before  I  had  time  to  congratulate  myself, 
at  my  elbow. 

"  iaid  coitid  you  reajlj  let  me  go,  and  not  be  sorry  ?— 
Can  yon  see  me  Buffer  torments  mexpreasible,  and  yet  reteio 
all  your  favour  for  that  miscreant  who  flios  you  F — Un- 
gratefnl  puppy  ! — I  could  bastinado  him  I" 

"  Por  Heaven'B  sake,  my  dear,"  cried  Mrs.  MirvEm, "  who 
is  he  talking  of  ?  " 

"  Indeed — I  do  not  know,  Mad^m,"  ssud  I ;  "  but  I  wish 
he  would  leave  me." 

"  What'e  all  that  tlicre  P  "  cried  the  Captain. 

The  man  made  a  low  bow,  aud  said,  "  Only,  Sir,  a  slight 
objection  which  this  young  lady  mates  to  dancing  with  me, 
and  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  obviate.  I  Bliall  think 
myself  greatly  honoured  if  you  will  intercede  for  mo." 

"  That  lady,  Sir,"  said  the  Captain  coldly,  "  is  her  own 
auatrefis."     And  he  wsdked  eullenly  on. 

"You,  Madam,"  said  the  man  (who  looked  delighted,  to 
Mra.  Mirvan),  "you,  I  hope,  will  liavo  the  goodness  to 
speak  for  me." 

"  Sir,"  answered  she  graTely,  "  I  have  not  the  ploasure 
of  being  acquainted  with  yon." 

"  I  hope  when  yon  have.  Ma'am,"  ei'ied  he,  undaunted, 
"  yon  will  honour  me  with  your  approbation :  but,  while  I 
am  yet  unknown  to  yon,  it  would  be  truly  generous  in  yon 
to  conntenance  me ;  and  I  flatter  myself.  Madam,  that  yon 
will  not  have  cause  to  repent  it," 

Mrs.  Mirvan,  with  an  eTubarrassed  air,  i-eplied,  "  I  do 
not  at  all  mean,  Sir,  to  doubt  your  being  a  gentleman,—* 
but— " 

"  But  ii-hat,  Madam  ? — that  duulit  i-emoved,  why  a  6m{  f*' 

"  Well,  Sir,"  said  Mrs.  Mirvan  {with  a  good  humoured 
smile),  "  I  will  even  treat  you  with  your  own  phiinness,  and 
try  what  effect  that  will  have  on  you :  I  must  therefore  tell 
you,  once  for  all — " 

"  O  pardon  me.  Madam  ! "  interrupted  he,  eagerly,  "  ^n 
must  not  proceed  with  those  words  (mce  for  ail;  no,  if  / 
biive  been  too  plam,,  and  though  a  man,  deserve  a  rebuke, 
remember,  dear  ladies,  that  if  you  ciipy,  you  ought  in  josUi^e, 
to  exouse  me." 

We  both  staiwd  at  the  man'e  sti-^iuge  behaviour. 


^pBe  nobler  than  your  Bex,"  contmned  be,  turning  to  1B4H 
^TtOiioiir  me  with  one  dance,  and  give  up  the  ingmte  wfi^| 
hfie  merited  ao  ill  yonr  patience."  '^1 

ylni.  Mirvan  looked  with  axtonishment  at  as  both.  <^H 

"Who  docB  he  Bpeak  of,  my  dear? — yoa  never  maqH 
tioned — -" 

"  0,  Madiim ! "  oKclaimed  he,  "  he  was  not  worth  men- 
tioning—  it  is  pity  he   was    ever   thought  of;    but  let  na 
forget  his  existence,   One  dance  is  all  I  solicit.    Permit  me, 
Madam,  the  hononr  of  this  young  lady's  hand  ;  it  will  bo  liM 
favour  I  shall  ever  most  gratefully  HCknowledge."  i^M 

"  Sir,"  answered  she,  "  favourB  and  strangers  have  '^vi^H 
me  no  connection."  -^U 

"  If  you  have  hitherto,"  said  he,  "  confined  your  beneTt^f 
lence  to  your  intimate  friends,  eoffer  me  to  be  the  first  f<^| 
whom  your  charitj  is  enlarged."  'H 

"  Well,  Sir,  I  knownot  what  to  say  to  yon, — but — "       ^ 

He  stopt  her  but  with  so  many  urgent  entreaticB,  that 
ghe  at  last  told  me,  I  must  either  go  down  one  dance,  or 
avoid  his  importunities  by  returning  home.  I  hesitated 
■iliich  alteiTiative  to  choose;  hot  tliia  impetuous  man  at 
ii  "gth  prevailed,  and  I  was  obliged  to  couHent  to  dance  with 

And  thus  was  m.y  deviation  from  truth  punished;  and 
ihus  did  this  man's  determined  boldness  conquer. 

During  the  dance,  before  we  were  too  much  engaged  in 
it  for  conversation,  he  was  extremely  provoking  about  iny 
paring,  and  tried  every  means  in  his  power  to  make  me 
own  that  1  had  deceived  him ;  which,  though  I  would  nob  so 
fur  humble  myself  as  to  acknowledge,  was  indeed  but  too 

Lord  Orville,  T  fancy,  did  not  dauco  at  all.  He  seemed 
'"  liave  a  large  acqoaintauce,  and  joined  seveiul  different 
i-irties:  but  yon  will  easily  suppose,  I  was  not  much  pleased 
10  see  him,  in  a  few  minutes  after  I  was  gone,  walk  towards 

t  place  I  had  juat  left,  and  bow  to  and  join  Mrs.  Mirvan  ! 

"Tow  unlucky  I  thought  myself,  that  1  had  not  longer 
Utood  this  stranger's  importunitiea !    The  moment 

■  gone  down  the  dance,  I  was  hastening  away  from  hi 

^^  stopt  me,  and  said,  that  I  could  by  no  means  retiivo 
jr  party  wiliont  giving  offence,  brfote  ^eYuiflL  ima  ww 
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duty  o/malkkiif  vp  the  danoe.  As  I  know  notliing  at  all  i 
these  rules  and  customs,  I  was  obliged  to  submit  to  b 
directions ;  but  I  Saucy  I  looked  ra,thsr  aneasy,  for  he  toe 
notice  of  my  inattention,  saying,  in  bia  free  way,  "  Wheni 
that  amietj  ? — Wby   are  tbose  lovely    eyes    perpetual 


"  I  wiab  you  woald  say  no  more  to  me.  Sir,"  cried 
peeyiahly ;  "  you  bave  already  destroyed  all  my  happioa 
for  tbia  evening." 

"  Good  Heaven  !  wbat  is  it  I  bave  done  ? — How  bave 

"  You  bave  tormented  me  to  death  ;  you  bave  forced  n 
from  my  friends,  ami  intruded  youi-self  upon  me,  agaJBJ 
my  will,  for  a  partner." 

"  Sorely,  my  dear  Madam,  ne  ougbt  to  be  bettor  friend 
since  there  seema  to  be  aometbing  of  sympatby  in  the  froDli 
iiess  of  onr  dispositiona.— And  yet,  were  yon  not  an  angel- 
how  do  yon  think  I  could  brook  snch  contempt  ?  " 

"  If  I  bave  ofEended  you,"  cried  I,  "  you  have  but  to  leal 
me — and  0  how  I  wish  you  woald  !  " 

"  My  dear  creature,"  said  be,  half  laughing,  "  why  whe 
ooold  yon  be  educated  ?  " 

"  ^^ere  I  most  sincerely  wish  I  now  was  !  " 

"  How  conscious  you  must  be,  all  beautiful  that  you  an 
that  those  charming  aire  serve  only  to  heighten  the  blooi 
of  your  complexion  !  " 

"  Your  freedom.  Sir,  where  you  we  moi-e  acquaiiktei 
may  perhaps  be  less  disagreeable ;  but  to  me—" 

"  You  do  me  justice,"  cried  be,  interrapting  me,  "  yes, 
do  indeed  impi'ove  upon  acquaintance ;  you  will  heresfti 
be  quite  charmed  with  me." 

"Hereafter,  Sir,  I  hope  I  ahaU  never—" 

"  0  hush  ! — husb  ! — Lave  you  forgot  the  situation  i 
which  I  found  you? — Have  yoa  forgot,  that  when  deserted, 
pursued  you, — when  betrayed,  I  adored  yoa  ?- — but  for  me — 

"  But  for  you.  Sir,  I  might  perhaps  have  been  happy," 

"  What  then,  am  I  to  conclude  that,  but  for  me,  you 
pa^^ier  would  bave  appeared  ? — poor  fellow  l^aod  did  m 
presence  awe  bim  ?  "  i 

"  I  wish  Aw  presence,  Sir,  could  awe  you !  " 

"Mis presence  ! — perhaps  then  yoa  bob  him  P  " 


^Perhape,    Sir,    I   do,"  cried    I,  qnite    wearied   of   1 
Bery. 

r  W here  ?    where? — for  Heaven's   sake  shew  me 
boh  I" 

SWretch,  Sir!" 

"  O,  a  verj"  aavage  ! — a  sneaking,  Bhame-faced,  deepii 
puppy  ! " 

I  know  not  what  bewitched  me — but  my  pride  was  . 
and  my  Bpirita  were  tired,  and — in  short,  I  had  the  foU^ 
looking  at  Lord  Orville,  to  repeat,  "  Despicable,  joathiak^"  " 

His   eyes  instantly  followed  mine;    "Why,  is  thai  t.hi 

I  made  no  answer ;  I  could  not  afErm,  and  I  would  not 
deny : — for  I  hoped  to  be  relieved  from  his  teasing  by  his- 
mistake. 

The  very  moment  we  had  done  what  he  called 
I  eagerly  desii-ed  to  return  to  Mra.  Mirvan. 
"        )  yonr  partner,  I  presume.  Madam  ?  "  said  he,  very 
grdy. 

■  1   quite  confounded   me,     I   dreaded  lest  this  mis- 
s  man,  ignorant  of  his  rank,  should  address  himself 
lo  Lord  Orville,  uai  say  something  which  might  expose  my 
artifice.     Fool  !   to  inrotve  myself  in  such  difficulties  !    I 
now  feared  what  I  had  before  wished ;   and  therefore,  to 
avoid  Lord  Orville,  I  was  obhged  myself  to  propoie  going 
down  another  daaoe,  though  I  was  rendy  to  sink  with  shame 
while  I  spoke. 
"  But  your  parlner,  Ma'am  ?  "  said  he,  affecting  a  very 
"  perhaps  he  may  resent  my  detaining  you :  ^^ 
jl  will  give  me  leave  to  ask  his  consent— — " 
Elfotfor  the 
ffWlioishe,  Madi 

■  wiRlied  myself  a  himdrcd  miles  off.     He  repeated  his 
"What  is  his  name?" 
ng — nohody^I  don't  know—" 
Be  ftBBttmed  a  most  important  solemnity :    "  How  ! — not 
knoiw  ? — Give  me  leave,  my  dear  Madam,  to  recommend 
thia  caution  to  you :    Never  dance  in  public  with  a  stranger, 
— withooe  whose  name  you  are  unacquainted  with, — who  may 
h  mere  adventurer, — a  man  of  no  character, 
{^  importinence  yen  may  expose  yoniBeli." 
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evei-  anything  ao  ridiouIouBp  I  could  not  help 
laughing,  in  spite  of  ray  vexation. 

At  tMs  instant,  Mrs.  Mirvan,  followed  by  Lord  Orville, 
walked  up  to  us.  Tou  will  easily  believe  it  waa  not  difficult 
for  me  to  recover  my  gravity  ;  but  wiiat  was  my  conBtom^ 
tion,'when  this  strange  man,  destined  to  be  the  scourge  of 
my  artifice,  exclaimed,  "  Ha  I  ray  Lord  Orville  ! — I  protert 
I  did  not  know  yonr  Lordsliip.  Wbat  can  I  say  for  mj 
Bflurpation  ? — -Tefc,  faith,  my  Lord,  such  a  prize  was  not  to 
be  neglected." 

My  shame  and  confnsion  were  unspeakable.  Who 
could  have  supposed  or  foreseen  that  this  man  knew  Lord 
Orville  ?  But  falsehood  is  not  more  uujuatifialile  than  nn- 
safe. 

Lord  Oi'ville— well  he  might — looked  all  iimazement. 

"  The  philosophic  coldness  of  yonr  Lordship,"  coutinnod 
this  odious  creature,  "  every  man  is  not  endowed  with.  I 
have  used  my  utmost  eniieavonrs  to  entertain  this  lady, 
though  I  fear  without  success ;  and  your  lordship  will  not 
be  a  little  flattered,  if  acquainted  with  the  difficulty  wMcIi 
attended  my  proenring  the  honour  of  only  one  dance." 
Then,  taming  to  me,  who  was  sinking  with  shame,  while 
Lord  Orville  stood  motionless,  and  Mrs.  Mirvan  astonished, 
— he  suddenly  seized  my  hand,  saying,  "  Think,  my  Lord, 
what  must  he  my  reluctiince  to  resign  this  fair  hand  to  yoor 
Lordship !  " 

In  the  same  instant.  Lord  Orville  took  it  of  him  ;  1 
coloured  violently,  and  made  an  effort  to  recover  it.  "  Ton 
do  me  too  much  honour,  Sir,"  cried  he,  (with  ao  air  of 
gallantry,  pressing  it  to  his  lips  before  he  let  it  go  ;)  "  how- 
ever, 1  shall  be  happy  to  profit  by  it,  if  thtfi  lady,"  turning 
to  Mi-8.  Mirvan,  "  will  pei-mit  me  to  seek  foi'  her  party." 

To  compel  I'lm  thns  fo  dance,  I  couid  nut  endure  j  uid 
eagerly  called  out,  "  By  no  means — not  for  tJie  world  I — I 
must  beg— — " 

"  Will  you  honour  ■me,  Madam,  with  your  commands," 
Cried  my  f»i'it.Biitor  j  "  may  I  seek  the  lady's  party  ?  " 

"  No,  Sip,"  answered  I,  tnming  from  him, 

"What  ghall  be  done,  my  dear  "  said  Mrs.  Mirvan. 

"  Nothing,  Ma'am  ; — any  thing,  I  mean. " 

"  But  do  you  dance,  or  not  yon  see  hia  Tjordship  waita." 


"  I  bop)  not — I  beg  tliat — I  wonld  not  fov  the  world — I 
am  sure  1  ought  to — to " 

I  conld  not  apeak ;  bnt  that  confident  man,  detorminirg 
to  discover  whether  or  not  1  had  deceived  him,  said  to  Lord 
Orville,  who  atood  Buspended,  "  My  Lord,  this  afftiir,  which 
at  present  seuma  perplexed,  I  wil!  briefly  explain : — this  ' 
lady  proposed  to  me  iinother  dance, — nothing  conld  have 
made  me  more  hitppy,- — I  only  wished  fof  yonr  Lordship's 
permission  ;  which,  if  now  granted,  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
■  Bet  every  thing  right." 

I  glowed  with  indigtiiition,     "No,  Sir — it  isyoufabsence, 
tnd  thftt  alone,  citn  eet  every  thing  right," 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  my  de^,"  cried  Mrs.  Mirvan,  who 

aid  no  longer  contain  her  aurprise,  "  what  does  all  this 

■an  ? — were  yon  pre-engaged  ? — had  Lord  Orville " 

"  No,  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  only— only  I  did  not  know  that 
^ntlemari, — and  so, — andao  I  thought^I  intended^ I^ — " 
'  Oveipowered  by  all  that  had  passed,  I  had  not  strength 
I  make  my  mortifying  explanation ; — my  spirits  quite 
iled  me,  and  I  burst  into  tears. 
'   They  all  seemed  shocked  and  amazed. 

"  What  is  the  matter,  my  dearest  love  ?  ''  ciied  Mrs.  Mir- 

n,  with  the  kindest  concern. 

"  What  have  I  done  !  "  exclaimed  my  evil  genius,  aod  ran 
fficionsly  for  a  glasa  of  water. 

However,  a  hint  was  sufficient  for  Lord  Orville,  who 
I  comprehended  all  I  would  have  explained.  He  immediately 
led  me  to  a  Beat,  and  said  in  a  low  voice,  "  Be  not  distressed, 
I  beseech  you  ;  1  shall  ever  think  my  name  hoooured  by 
fttar  making  use  of  it." 
I"'  This  politeness  relieved    me.     A   general   murmur   had 

fla»Tned  Miss  Mirvan,  who  flew  instantly  to  me ;  while  Lord 

Orville,  the  moment  Mrs.  Mirvan  had  token  the  watei",  led 
my  tormentor  away. 

"  Fop  Heaven's  sake,  dear  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  let  mo  go 
home  ; indeed  I  cannot  stay  here  any  longer." 

"  Let  us  all  go,"  cried  my  kind  Maria. 

"  But  the  Captain,  what  will  he  say — I  had  better  go 

me  in  a  chair." 
^  Mrs.  Mirvan  consented,  and  I  rose  to  depart.     Lord  Gr- 
ille and  that  man  both  came  to  me.     t^ve  feCT^i  ■wiflQ- ^m 


iLttention  I  bnt  ill  merited  from  him,  led  me  to  ■  chaui 
while  the  other  followed,  pestflring  mo  with  apologies,  l 
wished  to  have  made  mine  to  Lord  Orrille,  but  waa  too 

much  ashtuned.  ' 

It  was  fthoiit  one  o'clock.     Mre.  Mirvan's 


And  DOW, — what  again  ehall  evBv  tempt  me  to  an  aBsem- 
bI_T  ?  I  dread  to  hear  what  you  will  think  of  me,  my  most 
dear  and  honoured  Sir ;  you  will  need  your  utmost  partiahly 
to  receive  me  without  displeasure. 

This  morning  Lord  Orville  has  sent  to  inquire  after  out 
health  ;  anil  Sh-  Clement  Wilioughby,  for  that,  I  find,  is  the 
name  of  ray  persecutor,  has  called  ;  btit  I  would  not  go 
down  Etaira  till  he  was  gone. 

And  now,  my  near  Sir,  I  can  somewhat  account  for  the 
strange,  provoking,  and  ridlcnlouE  conduct  of  this  Sii 
Clement  last  night;  for  Miss  Mirvan  aaya  he  ia  the  verf 
man  with  whom  she  heard  Lord  Orville  oonverBing  ftt  Mre, 
Stanley's,  when  I  was  spoken  of  in  so  m.ortifying  a  maaneTi 
He  was  pleased  to  eay  he  was  glad  to  hear  I  was  a  fool] 
and  therefore,  I  Buppose,  he  concluded  he  mig'ht  talk  as 
much  uonsenEe  as  he  pleased  to  me :  however,  I  am  veij 
indifferent  as  to  his  opinion ; — but  tor  Lord  Orville,^if  theil 
he  thought  me  an  idiot,  now,  I  am  sure,  he  must  BuppofiC 
me  both  bold  and  presaming.  Make  use  of  his  name  1— 
what  impertinence — ho  can  never  know  how  it  happ^ied 
— he  can  only  imagine  it  was  from  an  excess  of  vajiit^j 
— well,  however,  I  shall  leave  this  bad  city  to-morrow,  and 
never  again  will  I  enter  it. 

The  Captain  intends  to  take  us  to-night  to  the  Fantoccini 
I  cannot  bear  that  Captain ;  I  can  give  yoo  no  idea  hov 
g'ross  he  is.  I  heartily  rejoice  that  he  was  not  present  tl 
the  disagreeable  conclaaion  of  yesterday's  adventure,  for  i 
am  sure  he  would  have  contributed  to  my  confusion  ;  whiol 
might,  perhaps,  have  diverted  him,  as  he  seldom  or  neva 
ttmiles  but  at  some  other  person's  expence. 

And  here  I  conclude  my  London  letters, — and  withoti' 
any  regret ;  for  I  am  too  inexperienced  and  ignomnt  h 
conduct  myself  with  propriety  in  this  town,  where  aveij 
tiling  ia  new  to  me,  and  many  things  are  uaaccoiintabC 
and  perplexing. 


^^KJieu,  my  deiiv  Sir;  HeavOTi  restore  me  aafely  to  yoa  ! 
jH^ah  I  -ms  to  go  immediately  to  Berry  Hill ;  yet  the 
i'.tnBli  is  nugrateful  to  Mrs.  Mirvan,  and  therefore  I  will 
repreea  it.  I  ahaU  write  an  accoant  of  the  Fantoccini  from 
Howard  Grove.  We  have  not  been  to  half  the  public 
'aces  that  are  now  open,  though  I  dare  say  yoa  will  think 
fthave  been  to  all.  Bat  they  are  almost  as  innumerable 
e  persons  who  fill  them. 
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Qaeeii  Ann  Street,  April  13. 
F  OW  much  will  you  be  surprised,  my  dearest  Sir,  at 
*■  receiving  another  letter,  from  London,  of  your  Eve- 
lina's writing !  But,  believe  m.e,  it  was  not  my  fault, 
Q£dtlier  is  it  vxj  happiness,  that  I  am  still  here  ■  our  journey 
^  been  postponed  by  an  accident  equally  unexpected  and 
ireeable. 

e  went  last  night  to  see  the  Fantoccini,  whei'e  we  had 
Site  entertainment  from  the  performance  of  a  little 
biedy  in  French  and  Italian,  by  puppets,  so  adniirably 
managed,  that  they  both  astonished  and  diverted  us  all, 
except  tlie  Captain,  who  has  a  tised  and  most  prejudiced 
'diatred  of  whatever  ia  not  English. 

rtien  it  was  over,  while  we  waited  for  the  coach,  a  tall 
^y  woman  brushed  quickly  past  ua,  calling  out,  "  My 
I,  -what  shaU  I  do  ?  " 
■  Wiiy,  what  would  you  do  ?  "  cried  the  Captain. 

~Ta  foi,  Monsieur,"  answered  ahe,  "  I  have  lost  my 
my,  and  in  thia  place  I  don't  know  nobody." 
ihcpe  was  eomethicg  foreign  in  her  accent,  though  it 
I  difficult  to  discover  whether  she  was  an  Englieh  or  a 
ft«ncb  woman.  She  was  very  well  dressed  ;  and  seemed 
so  entirely  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  tliat  Mrs.  Mirvan  proposed 
to  the  Captain  to  assist  her. 
l^j&flsiBt  her !  "  cried  he,  "  ay,  with  all  my  heart 
t-boy  call  her  a  coach." 
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Thmi  traa  not  one  to  be  had,  aJ"*  i'  '■aaned  very  fast. 

t  />Mn* ,'  '■  ezoWmed  the  stranger,  "  what  ahall  be- 
Ifeomci  of  ue  P  Jf  no*  aa  dSeetpoir!  " 

Dotr  Sir,"  orifd  Miss  Mirvan,  "  pmy  let  U8  to^e  tiu 
■pour  lady   into   our  coach.     She   is   qaite   alone,    and  it 

•ioreigner ' ' 

"  She's  never  the  better  for  that,"  answered  he :    "  ahe 
['may  be  a  woman  of  the  town,  for  any  thing  yon  know." 
"  She  does  not  appear  euch,"  said  Mrs.  Mirvan  ;  "and 
leed  she  aeema  bo  mnoh  distreaaed,  that  we  shall  but 
^follow  the  golden  mle,  if  we  carry  her  to  her  lodginga." 
"  Tou  ai'e  mighty  fond  of  new  acqawntance,"  returned 
;  "  but  first  let  bs  know  if  she  be  going  onr  way." 
Upon  enquiry,  we  found  that  she  lived  in  Oxford  Road  -, 
■and,  after  some  disputing,  the  Captain  surlily,  and  with  a 
•  very  bad  grace,  consented  to  admit  her  into  hia  coach; 
Uiongh  Le  soon  convinced  us,  that  he  won  determined  she 
dionld  not  be  too  much  obliged  to  him,  far  he  seemed 
olutely   bent  upon    quarrelling    with   her :    for  which 
_  i  inhoapitality  I  can  assign  no  other  reason,  than 
lat  flhe  appeared  to  be  a  foreigner. 

The  conversation  began,  by  her  tolling  us,  that  she  had 
Mn  in  England  only  two  days ;  that  the  gentlemen  be- 
'ng  to  her  were  Parisians,  and  had  loft  her  to  see  for  a 
ley-coach,  aa  her  own  carriage  was  abroad ;  and  tliat 
e  bad  waited  for  them  till  she  was  quite  frightened,  ajid 
moluded  that  they  had  lost  themselves. 
■'And  pray,"  said  the  Captain,  ''  why  did  you  go  to  B 
nublic  place  without  an  Englishman  ?  " 

*'  Ma  foi,  Sir,"  answered  she,  '*  because  none  of  my  ao- 
^uaintance  is  in  town." 

"  Why  then,"  said  he,  "  I'll  tull  you  whiit,  your  best  ¥»ay 
B  to  go  out  of  it  yourself," 

"  Fardi,  Monsieur,''  returned  she,  "  and  so  I  shall ;  (or,  I 
sromise  you,  I  think  the  English  a  parcel  of  brutes ;  and 
I'll  go  back  to  France  aa  fast  as  I  can,  for  I  would  not  live 
mong  none  of  you." 
"Wbo  wants  you?  "  cried  the  Captain:  "do  yon  sup- 
,  Madam  French,  we  have  not  enough  of  other  nations, 
f  pick  our  pockets  already  ?  I'll  warrant  yon,  there'gmj 
teA  for  I'ou  for  to  pat  in  your  oar."  ^^M 


f  Pick  yonr  pockets,  Sir  !  I  wish  nobody  wmited  to  pi< 

'  '    ■  I  than  I  do;    and  I'll  promise  j( 

jwi'd  be  safe  enough.  But  there's  no  nation  under  the 
son  cap  beat  the  EngUah  tor  ill- politeness :  for  mj  part,  I 
hate  the  very  sight  of  them  ;  and  so  I  shall  only  just  visifc 
a  person  of  quality  or  two  of  my  particular  acquaintance, 
and  then  I  shall  go  back  again  to  France." 

"  Ay,  do,"  cried  he ;  "  and  then  go  to  the  devil  tog< 
tor  that's  the  fittest  voyage  for  the  IVenoh  and  the  quality. 

"  We'll  take  care,  however,"  cried  the  stranger  with 
vehemence,  "  not  to  itdmlt  none  of  your  vulgar  nnman 
English  among  ns." 

"  0  never  fear,"  returned  he,  coolly,  "  we  shan't  dispute 
the  point   with  you;    you  aud  the   qnulity  may  have     " 
devil  all  to  yourselves." 

Desirous  of  changing  the  subject  of  ii.  conversation  whti 
now  became  very  alarming.  Miss  Mirvan  called  out, 
how  slow  tbe  man  drivos  !  " 

"Never  mind,  Moll,"  said  her  fathoc,  "  I'll  warrant  you 
he'll  drive  fast  enough  to-morrow,  when  you  ai'e  going  to 
"Toward  Grove." 

"To  Howard    Grove!"   esclaimed   tho  sti-angcr, 
B  Dieu,  do  you  know  Lady  Howard  ?  " 

<*  Why,  what  if  we  do  ?  '*  answered  he  ;  "  that's  i 
o  yon  ;  she's  none  of  ijova'  quality,  I'll  promiee  you. 

"Who  told  you  that?"    cried  she;  "you  don't  know 
nothing  about  the  matter  !  besides,  you're  the  iU-bredest 
~     H  to  your  knowing  Lady  Howard, 
a  thing  I    unless,  indeed,  yon  are 


i 
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he'U  t 
JHowa 


rig  to 


person  ever  i  see 
I  don't  believe  i 
her  steward." 

The  Captain, 
■'  Yon    woald    n 


"  Ker    wash-woman,   indeed ! — Ha,   ha,    ha !    why  yci 
n't  no  oyea;   did  you  ever  see  a  waab-woman  ii 
jjpwn  as  this  ? — Besides,  I'm  no  such  mean  person,  for  X 
^ood  as  lady  Howard,  and  as  rich  too  ;  and  besides,  i 
t  come  to  England  to  visit  her." 
•"Ton  may  aparo  yourself  that  thei*  trojiblc,"  said  i 
ktun,  "  she  has  paupers  enough  about  hei'  already." 
]" Paupers,  Mister!- — no  more  a  pauper  than  j-QU';BiU 


BO  much  neither; — but  you  are  a  low,  dirtj  feU( 
shan't  Btoop  to  taJce  no  iiioi«  notice  of  jou." 

"  Dirty  fellow  !  "    exclaimed  the  Captain,  ^ 

her  wrista,  "  hark  yon,  Mrs,  Frog',  you'd  beat  hold  y( 
tongne ;  for  I  mnst  ttiakc  bold  to  tell  yon,  if  yon  doi 
that  I  shall  make  no  ceremony  of  tripping  you  ont  of  I 
window,  and  there  you  may  lie  in  the  rond  till  some  of  yc 
MottseBrs  come  to  help  you  ant  of  it," 

Their  increaaing'  paaaiou  quite  terrified  ns ;  and  TA 
Mirran  was  beginning  t«  n-mnnstrnte  with  the  Cftpta 
when  we  were  all  silenced  by  what  follows. 

"  Let  me  go,  villain  that  you  are,  let  me  go,  or  I'll  -p 
miae  you  I'll  get  you  put  to  prifion  for  this  usage.  I'm 
common  person,  I  assure  yon  j  and,  vna  fin,  I'll  go  to  J] 
tiee  Fielding '  about  you ;  tor  I'm  a  person  of  faabion,  a 
I'U  make  you  know  it,  or  my  name  a'n't  Daval." 

I  heard  no  more :  amazed,  frightened,  and  unspealcfd 
shocked,  an  involuntaty  exclamation  of  Gracioiis  Meave 
escaped  me,  and,  more  dead  than  alive,  I  sunk  into  ti 
Mirvan's  arms.  But  let  me  draw  a  veil  over  a  scene  I 
cruel  for  a  heart  so  compasaionately  tender  as  your'B }  i1 
Bufficient  that  you  know  this  Bnppoaed  foreigner  proved 
be  Madame  Duval, — the  grandmother  of  your  Eyelinal 

0,  Sir,  to  discover  so  near  a  relation  in  a  woman,  H 
had  thus  introduced  herself  I — what  would  become  of  i 
were  it  not  for  you,  my  protector,  my  friend,  and  i 
refuge  ? 

My  estrems  concern,  and  Mra.  Mirvan's  Buj-prise,  imii 
diately  betrayed  me.  Bat  I  will  not  shock  you  with  1 
manner  of  her  acknowledging  me,  or  the  bittemcBS,  i 
ijTossHeta — I  cannot  otherwise  express  myself, — with  wh' 
she  spoke  of  those  unhappy  past  tranRiu3tions  you  have 


LTime  by  olher 

Jostica  or  the  Peace  Tor  \TeatniuisTer.     Though  blind  from  his 

he  wrule  aeversl  pamphlets  j  he  tried  to  induce  Qiurlok  not  b: 

Bregnr's  Um™''  atted,  lor  the  Bame  reasoiu  that  led  the  L 
iberTiiu  tofo  ■-■'  '■'-  •- 


CfaOimberlaiu  to  forbid  "  Jack  Sheppard 
Brompton,  iu  [he  sama  year  (IJSO)  that  bis  boose  in  Bon 
pulled  down,  aad  his  gooda  burned  in  the  street  by  a  rabble 
showed  it«  true  ipirit. 


1 


ii'ly  coTmected  to 


L,  (who  espoused 
iwkward  apologjtj 


tedcallf  related  to  me.      All  the  miaery  of  &  much 

_      i  parent,  dear,  though  never  seen,  regretted,  thaagh 

9V«r  known,  crowded  bo  foreibly  upon  my  memory,  that 

they  i-endered  this  interview — one  only  csct-'ptud — the  most 

jifflicting  I  can  ever  know. 

Wlien  we  Btopt  at  her  lodgings,  she  desired  me  to  accom- 
|tany  her  into  the  bouBe,  and  said  she  could  easily  procora 
a  room  for  me  to  sleep  in.  Alarmed  and  ti-cmbling,  I 
turned  to  Mrs.  Mirvan.  "  My  daughter,  Madam,"  said 
tiiat  sweet  woman,  "  cannot  bo  abruptly  part  with  her  young 
friend  I  you  must  ailow  a  little  time  to  wean  them  from 
each  other." 

"  Pardon  me.  Ma'am,"  answered  Madame  Duval,  (who, 
from  the  time  of  her  being  known,  a 
manaers)  "Misa  can't  possibly  be  a 
this  child  as  I  am." 

"  No  matter  for  that,"  cried  the  Captai 
my  cause  to  satisfy  hia  own  piqne,  tho'  im  i 
had  passed  between  them)  '■  she  was  sent  to  u 
dy'e  sec,  we  don't  choose  for  to  part  with  her." 

I  promised  to  wait  upon  her  at  what  time  she  pleasect  I 
the  next  day  ;   and,  after  a  short  debate,  she  desired  me  to 
lireakf&at   with  her,   and    we   proceeded    to   Queen  Ann 

What  an  unfortunate  adventure  !  I  conld  not  close  my 
. '.s  the  whole  night.  A  thousand  times  I  wished  I  had 
■  rcr  left  Beny  Hill;  however,  my  return  thither  shall  be 
..  r-elerated  to  the  utmost  of  my  power;  and,  once  more  in 
rlmt  abode  of  tranquil  happiness,  1  will  suffer  no  tempta- 
tion to  allnre  me  elsewhere. 

Mi's.  Mirvan  was  so  kind  aa  to  aceompa-ny  me  fo  Madame 
UnvaVs  honse  this  morning.     The  Captain,  too,  offered  his 
■.(Tvice  ;   which  I  dechned,  from  a  fear  she  should  SDppose  J  J 
meant  to  insult  ho;'. 

She  frowned  most  terribly  upon  Mrs.  Mirvan  ;  but  a 
^Tied  me  with  as  much  tenderness  as  I  believe  she  ial 
)  of  feeling.     Indeed,  our  meeting  aeema  really  to 
I  oilected  her ;  for  when,  overcome  by  the  variety  of 
a  which  the  sight  of  her  occasioned,  I  almost  fainted 
Ems,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  said,  "  let  me  not  losa 
Ijiaar  daughter  a  second    time  I "     Tbk  \u\«3.'^>duij 


ihsdl 


humanity  softened  me  extremely  ;  but  she  very 
my  warmest  indignation,  by  tjio  ungrateful  mention 
made  of  the  best  ot  men,  my  dear  and  most  genenms  ' 
factor.     Howeyer,  giiet  and  anger  mutually  gave  way 
terror,  upon  her  avowing  the  intention  of  her  visiting  " 
land  was  to  laftlte  me  retam  with  her  to  France.      This, 
she  said,  was  a  plan  ehe  had  formed  from  the  instant 
had  heard  of  my  bii-th ;  which,  she  protested,  did  not 
her  ears  till  1  must  have  been  twelve  years  of  age 
Monsieur  Duval,  who  she  declared  was  the  worst  hnsbi 
in  the  world,  would  not  permit  her  to  do  any  thing 
wished  r   he  had  been  dead  but  three  months ;    which 
been  employed  in   arranging  certain  affaii's,  that 
sooner  settled,  than  she  set  oil  for  England.      She  was 

ready  ont  of  mourning,  foi'  she  said  nobody  here  could 

how  long  she  had  been  a  widow. 

She  must  have  been  mariied  very  early  in  life :  what  her 
age  is  I  do  not  know  ;  bub  she  really  looks  to  be  lc:«is  than 
fifty.  She  dresses  very  gaily,  paints  very  high,  and  tha 
traces  of  former  beauty  are  still  very  visible  in  her  fiMje. 

I  know  not  when,  or  how,  thie  visit  would  h&vtt  ended, 
bad  not  the  Captain  called  for  Mrs,  Mirvan,  and  absolnt^ 
insisted  npon  my  attending  her.     He  is  become,  very  sw 
denly,  so  warmly  my  friend,  that  I  quite  dread  his  offitnois^ 
nesB.     Mrs.  Mirvan,  however,  whose  principal  stady  aetaai 
to  be  healing  those  wounds  which  her  husband  inflicts,  »m 
peased  Madame  Duval's  wrath,  by  a  veiy  polite  invitation 
to  drink  tea,  and  spend  the  evening  here.     N'ot  wilbotiB 
great  difficulty  was  the  Captain  prevailed  upon  to  deSee 
journey  some  time  longer ;    but  what  could  be  done  ? 
would  have  been  indecent  for  nic  to  have  quitted  town 
very  Lnatant  I  discovered  that  Madame  Dnval 
and  to  have  staid  here  solely  under  her  protection — 3 
Mirvan,  thank  Heaven,  was  too  kind  for  such  a  thoi 
That  she  should  follow  us  to  Howard  GSrove,  I 
equally  dreaded.     It  is  therefore  determined,  that  wa 
main  in  London  for  some  days,  or  a  week  :    though. 
Captain  bos  declared  that  the  old  French  hag,  as  he 
pleased  to  call  her,  shall  fare  never  the  better  for  it. 

My  only  hope  is  to  got  safe  to  Berry  Hill ;  wheru,  cvm^' 
stilled  and  sheltered   by  you,  I  shall    h:ive  nothing  inoru  U 


AdicQ,  my  ever  dear  and  moHt  honoured  Sir !  I  ehaX^ 
"o  faappineea  till  I  am  again  with  jou. 


Bemj  mil,  April  16. 
F  the  belief  and  Inope  that  my  EveliDa  wouiJ,  ere  now, 
('have  bid  adien  to  London,  I  had  intended  to  have  de- 
tod  writing,  till  I  heard  of  her  retarn  to  Howard  Grove ; 
nbhe  letter  I  have  this  moment  received,  with  intelligence 
Uadame  Duvai'a   arrival  in  England,  demands  an  ini- 


T  journey  hither  equally  grievea  and  alarms  me.  How 
lid  I  pity  my  child,  when  I  read  of  a  dtHcovery  at 
>  nneipected  and  unwished!  T  have  long  dreaded 
.eetiiig'  and  ita  conseqaence ;  to  claim  you  se 
illy  to  follow  acknowledging  yon.  I  am  well 
id  with  her  disposition,  and  have  for  many  yraj 
n  the  couteHt  which  now  tliroatens  iib. 

B  the  circnmBtaucen  of  thia  affai 

Y  love,  Buffer  it  to  depress  your  spirits  :  remember," 

is  lent  me,  I  will  devoto  it  to  y 

l,  for  fntnre  time,  I  will  make  such  provision  as  shall 

I  to   me  moat  conducive   to  your  future  happiness. 

«  of  taj  protection,  and  relying  on  lay  tenderness,  let 

rehenrions  of  Madame  Davsl  disturb  your  pe;vee  : 

t  jourBelf  towards  her  with  all  the  respect  !ind  de- 

due  to  so  near  a  relation,  remembering  always,  that 

ure  of  duty  on  her  piirt,  can  by  no  mc!ina  justify  any 

on  yonr's.     Indeed,  the  more  forcibly  yoti  are  struck 

||  improprieties  and  misconduct  in  another,  the  greater 

'  1  be  yonr  obeervanco  and  diligence  to  avoid  even  the 

r  of  similar  errors.     Be  careful,  therefoi-e,  that  no 

sa  of  attention,  no  indifference  of  obhping,  make 

3  her  the  independence  I  assure  you  of ;  but  s  ' 

»  the  time  for  her  leaving  England,  trust  to  nil 

[  i-efnsing  yonr  attending  her  :  disagreeable  to 
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self,  I  OWD,  it  will  be ;  yet  to  yoa  it  would  be  improper,  if 
not  impoHHible. 

In  regard  to  her  opinion  of  mc,  T  am  more  sorry  tJian 
BurpriHeci  at  her  deteraiined  blindneas ;  the  palliation  whieli 
she  feola  the  want  of,  for  her  own  conduct,  leads  her  to 
seek  for  failings  in  all  who  were  concerned  in  those  un- 
happy trjinsactiona  which  she  ha.a  ho  much  reason  to 
lament.  And  this,  aa  it  is  the  caiise,  so  we  mast  in  some 
measure  consider  it  as  the  excuse  of  her  inveteracy. 

How  grateful  to  me  are  your  wishes  to  return  to  Berrj 
Hill  1  Tour  lengthened  atoy  in  London,  and  the  dissipa- 
tion in  which  I  find  you  are  involved,  fill  me  with  uneaai- 
nesB.  I  metm  not,  however,  that  I  would  hiive  yon  sequestei 
■yoiirself  from  the  party  to  which  you  belong,  since  lire. 
Mirvan  might  thence  infer  a  reproof  which  your  youth  and 
her  kinduesB  would  render  inexcusable.  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, enlarge  upon  this  subject;  but  content  myaelf  witl 
telling  yon,  that  I  shall  heartily  rejoice  when  I  hear  d 
yonr  safe  arrival  at  Howard  Grove,  for  which  plti.ce  I  hopt 
you  will  be  preparing  at  the  time  you  receive  this  letter. 

I  cannot  too  much  thank  yon,  my  best  Evelinu,  for  tht 
minuteneaB  of  your  communications.  Continue  to  me  this 
Indolgence,  for  I  should  be  miserable  if  in  ignorance  o< 
your  proceedings. 

How  new  to  you  is  the  scene  of  life  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged I — balls — plays — opei'fls — ridottoa  ! — All,  my  child ! 
at  your  return  hither,  how  will  you  bear  the  change  ?  Mj 
heart  trembles  for  yonr  future  tranquillity. — Tet  I  vfSi 
hope  every  thing  from  the  unsullied  whiteness  of  your  aonl 
and  the  native  hveliness  of  your  disposition. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  say,  how  much  mora  I  was  pleftsed 
with  the  mistakes  of  your  inexperience  at  the  private  ball, 
tlian  with  the  attempted  adaption  of  more  fashionable  man- 
ners at  the  ridotto.  But  your  confusion  and  moi-tificatiom 
were  such  as  to  entirely  silence  all  reproofs  on  my  part. 

I  hope  you  will  see  no  more  of  Sir  Ckment  Willoughby, 
whose  conversation  and  boldness  are  extremely  disgnfitfai 
to  me.  I  was  gratified  by  the  good  nature  of  Lord  Orvillt^ 
upon  your  making  use  of  his  name ;  but  I  hope  you  wiU 
sever  again  put  it  to  such  a  trial. 

Heaven  bless  thee,  my  dear  child !  and  grant  that  neitbei 


sfortane  nor  vice  may  ever  rob  thee  of  that  gaiety  of 
irl,  vhicli,  resulting  ^m  inuoconce,  while  it  cooafcitatea 
],  coatribates  ako  to  the  felicity  of  all  who  know 
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LETTER  XVI.  "<■ 

BVILINA  TO   THK    BKT.    MB.    VILLAE3.  ^ 

Queen  Ann  Sirest, 

Tliursdoj/  morning,  April  It 

)  EFOE.E  oer  dicner  waa  over  yesterday,  Madame  Duval 

came  to  tea ;   though  it  will  lessen  your  Burpriee,  to 

r  that  it  wae  near  fire  o'clock,  for  we  never  dine  bill  the 

__         B  almost  over.     She  was  asked  into  another  room  while 

the  table  wa>s  cleared,  and  then  was  invited  to  pai-t:iko  of 

the  desaert. 

She  waa  attended  by  a  French  gentlenmn,  whom  she  ia- 
>dnced  by  the  name  of  Mousieur  Du  Bois :  Mra.  Mirvan 
eived  them  both  with  her  nauBl  politenesa ;  but  the  Cap- 
slooked  very  mnch  diaplensed;  and  after  ashon  silence, 
ry  ateruly  said  to  Madame  Duval,  "  Pray,  who  asked  you 
b  bring  tlwt  there  spark  with  you  ?  " 

"  O,"  cried  ahe,  "  I  never  go  no  where  without  him." 
,  Another  short  silence  ensued,  which  waa  tenuinated  by 
he  Captain's  turning  roughly  to  the  foreigner,  and  aftying, 
bUo  yoa  know,  MonBBer,  that  you  are  the  firat  FMiichman 
T  Brer  let  come  into  my  house  F  " 

.  HonsieurSu  Bois  mode  a  profound  bow.     He  speaks  no 

Eag;lish,  and  understands  it  so  imperfectly,  that  he  might 

kiBBiblj  imagine  he  had  received  a  compliment. 

L.Urs.  Mirvan  endeavoured  to    divert  the   Cnptain's  ill- 

mour,  by  starting  new  aubjecta :    but  he  left  to  her  all 

B  trouble  of  supporting  them,  and  leant  back  in  his  chaii- 

J  gloomy  silence,  except  when  any  opportunity  offered  of 

"itoripg   some   aarcaflm    upon    the   French.      Finding  her 

[ortc  to  render  the  evening  Hgreeable  were  fi-uitless,  Mrs, 

Hirvan  proposed  a  paity  to  Raneliigh.     Madame  Davftl 

joyfully  consented  to  it ;  and  the  Captain,  though.  WTd-^DA 
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ugainst  the  diBBipatioD  of  the  women,  did  not  oppose  it;  and 
therefore  Maiia  and  I  ran  np  stnira  to  dress  onrselvee. 

Before  we  were  ready,  word  was  bronght  us  that  Sir 
Clemeiit  Willoaghby  was  in  the  di'a wing-room.  He  intro- 
duced himself  under  the  pretence  of  inquiring  niter  ali  our 
healths,  and  entered  the  room  with  the  easy  air  of  aa  old 
acqaaintance ;  thongbMrs.  Mirvan  confesses  that  he  seemed 
tmbarrassed  when  bo  found  how  coldly  he  was  received,  not 
only  by  the  Captain,  but  by  herself. 

1  was  extremely  disconcerted  at  the  tbongbta  of  seeing 
this  man  agULD,  ajid  did  not  go  down  alaira  till  I  was  called 
to  tea.  He  wua  then  deeply  engaged  in  a  discoui'se  npon 
French  manners  with  Madame  Duval  an.d  the  Captain; 
and  the  subject  aeeiued  ho  entirely  to  engrosa  him,  that  he 
did  not,  fit  first,  observe  my  entrance  into  the  room.  Their 
conTOTsation  was  supported  with  great  vehemence;  the 
CaptMn  roughly  maintaining  the  Hnperioritj  of  the  English 
in  every  particular,  nnd  Madame  Duval  wamily  refnsingto 
allow  of  it  in  any ;  while  Sir  Clement  exerted  all  bis  powers 
of  argument  and  of  ridicnle,  to  second  and  strengthen  what- 
ever was  advanced  by  the  Captain  !  for  he  bad  the  sagacity 
to  disoover,  thnt  he  conld  tnke  no  mefbod  so  effci;tual  for 
making  the  master  of  the  bouse  bis  friend,  as  to  make 
Madame  Duval  bis  enemy ;  and  indeed,  in  a  very  short 
time,  be  had  reason  to  congratulate  himself  npon  bis  eno- 
cessf  ul  discernment. 

Af  soon  as  lie  saw  me,  be  made  a  most  respectful  bow, 
and  hoped  I  bad  not  anfferod  from  the  fatigue  of  the  ridotto ; 
I  made  no  other  anawer  than  a  slight  inclination  of  the  head, 
tor  I  was  very  much  ashamed  of  that  whole  affair.  He  then 
returned  to  tbo  disputants ;  where  he  mana^d  the  argu- 
ment so  Bkilfully,  at  once  pro^'okiiig  Sladame  Doval,  and 
delighting  the  Captain,  that  I  could  not  forbear  admiring 
bis  address,  though  I  condemned  his  subtlety.  Mrs.  Mirvan, 
dreading  such  violent  antagonists,  attempted  frequently  to 
change  the  subject ;  and  she  luigbt  have  succeeded,  but  for 
the  interposition  of  Sir  Clement,  who  would  not  suffer  it  to 
be  given  np,  and  supported  it  witli  such  bnmour  and  satire. 
that  he  seems  to  have  won  the  Captain's  heart;  though 
thoir  nnited  forces  po  enraged  and  overpowered  Madamo 
Dnval,  that  she  really  trembled  with  passion. 


s  Teiy  gtad  when  Mrs.  Mirviiii  said  it  waa  time  to  be 
Sir  Clement  avoee  to  take  leave ;  but  tlio  Captain 
irdiaUy  inyited  him  to  join  our  party  r  he  had  an  cai- 
?iit,  he  BaiA,  but  would  give  it  np  to  have  that 
plomre. 

Some  little  confiisiou  onsued  in  regard  to  our  manner  of 
setting  off.  Mrs.  Mirvan  offered  Mftdamo  Dnval  a  plnce  in 
her  coach,  and  proposed  that  wo  four  females  should  go  all 
together ;  however,  this  abo  rejected,  declaring  she  would 
by  no  means  go  so  far  without  a  gentlemaji,  and  wondering 
3o  polite  B.  lady  could  make  so  Sni/lkh  a  pi'opoaaL  Sir 
Clement  Willoughby  said,  his  cJiimot  wivs  waiting  at  the 
door,  and  begged  to  know  if  it  ri>uid  bi;  of  any  use.  It  was 
i.t  last  decided,  that  a  liackney-coiuih  should  be  called  for 
Monsieur  Du  Bois  and  Madame  Duval,  in  which  the  Captain , 
and,  at  hia  request.  Sir  Clement,  went  also  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Mirran  and  I  bad  a  peaceful  and  comfortjvble  ride  by  our- 
"Yes. 

I  doubt  not  but  they  quaiTolIed  all  tke  way ;  for  when 
I  met  at  Ranelagb  every  one  seemed  out  of  bninour;  and 
$iigli  we  joined  parties,  poor  Madame  Duval  waa  avoided 
mncfa  aa  possible  by  all  but  rac. 

The  room  was  so  very  much  crowded,  that  but  for  the 
oonuuon  assiduity  of  Sir  Clement  Willoughby,  we  ehoidd 
b  have  been  able  to  procure  a  box  (which  is  the  name 
ai  to  the  arched  recesses  that  are  appropriated  for  tea- 
aee)  till  half  the  company  had  retired.  Aa  we  were 
^^  ng  poHsesBion  of  our  plaees,  some  ladies  of  Mrs.  Mirvan'e 
jmuntance  stopped  to  apeak  to  bcv,  and  persuaded  her  to 
'is  a  rmtnd  with  them.  When  ahc  returned  to  ne,  what 
a  m.y  Buiprise,  to  eee  that  Iiord  Orville  had  joined  her 
rty !  The  ladies  walked  on :  Mrs,  Mirvan  aeafffld  herself, 
i  made  a  slight,  though  respectful,  invitation  to  Lord 
;nlle  to  drink  his  tea  with  us ;  which,  to  my  no  small 
Datamation,  he  accepted. 

I  felt  a  confusion  unspeakable  at  again  seeing  him,  from 
B  recollection  of  the  ridotto  adventure :  nor  did  my  situa- 
ID  lessen  it )  for  I  was  seated  between  Madame  Duval  and 
r  Clement,  who  seemed  as  little  aa  myself  to  desire  Lord 
rule's  presence.  Indeed,  the  continual  wrangling  and 
'       '■    [  of  Captain  Mirvan  and  MadMne  "O-sct*^  "b^*^ 


m 


me  blusli  that  1  belonged  to  them.  And  poor  Mrs.  Miira.n 
atid  her  iiuiiiilile  daughter  had  still  leas  reason  to  be  BatisGerf 

A  general  Bilenoe  ensned  after  he  was  seated  :  bia  appew"- 
ance,  from  different  motives,  gave  an  universal  restraint  to 
every  body.  What  his  own  reasons  were  for  honouring  nir 
with  hia  company,  I  cannot  imagine  ;  nnlesa,  indeed,  be  bad 
a  curiosity  to  know  whether  1  should  invent  any  new  iin- 
pertinence  concerning  him.. 

The  first  speech  was  made  by  Madame  Dnval,  who  said, 
"  It's  qnite  a  shocking  thing  to  see  ladies  come  to  so  genteel 
a  place  as  RaTiclaghwitbhatson;  it  baa  amonatrous  vulgar 
look :  I  can't  think  what  they  wear  ibem  for,  Theve  is  no 
such  a  thing  to  be  soon  in  PariR." ' 

"  Indeed,"  cried  Sir  Cleraeafc,  "  I  must  own  myself  no 
advocate  for  hats ;  I  am  aony  the  ladies  ever  invented  or 
adopted  so  tantalizing  a  faahion  :  for,  where  there  ia  beanty, 
tbey  only  aerve  to  shade  it;  and,  where  there  ia  none,  to 
excite  a  most  unavailing  cariosity.  I  fancy  they  Were 
originnJly  worn  by  some  young  and  whimsical  oo^MeHs." 

"More  likely,"  answered  the  Captain,  "they  vrere  in- 
vented by  Bome  wrinkled  old  hag,  who'd  a  mind  for  to  teop 
the  yonng  fellows  in  cbace,  let  them  bo  never  so  weary," 

"I  don't  know  what  yon  may  do  iii  England,"  cried 
MadaiQQ  Duvnl,  "but  I  iiow  in  Paris  no  woman  needn't 
be  at  sucb  a  trouble  as  that  to  be  taken  very  genteel  notice 
of." 

"  Why,  will  you  pretend  for  to  aay,"  returned  the  Cap- 
tain, "  that  they  don't  distingiiiah  the  old  from  the  young 
there  as  well  as  here  ?  " 

"  They  don't  make  no  diRtinguishments  at  all,"  eeii  she', 
"they'i-e  vastly  too  polite." 

"More  fools  they!  "  cried  the  Captain,  sneeringly. 

"  Would  to  Heaven,"  cried  Sir  Clement,  "that,  fbr'oar 
own  Bakes,  we  Englishmen  too  were  bleat  with  so  accoiii- 
modating  a  blindness  I  " 

"  Why  the  devd  do  you  make  such  a  prayer  aa  that?  " 

'  /y.rfi,— The  faahion  of  wenrinj;  bats  seeuis  to  haio  bean  pushed  by 
llie  laiJies  to  an  excess  whicli  almost  put  Matl&nie  Duval  in  the  rigiit. 
A  few  jeara  later  thej  dreaaod  fur  thn  dny  iii  hats— Miss  Biiniey  kb( 
down  m  im.  with  the  BquorrlGS  at  Windsor  in  her  lial,  «s  lier  herwM, 
"Oecilia,"  had  >'b1  ilown  in  her  hat  to  dinner. 


aided  tlie  Oaptain :  "  thcmi  are  the  first  foolish  yi 
^  he&rd  yon  epeak ;  but  1  suppose  yoa're  not  mnch  _ 

,1a  tbat  sort  of  work.     Did  you  ever  mate  a  prayer  before, 
since  you  were  a  sniveler  p  " 

"  Ay,  now,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  that's  another  of  the 
iinpoliteneseea  of  you  English,  to  go  to  talking  of  such 
tilings  as  tLat:  now  in  Paris  nobody  never  says  nothing 
about  religion,  no  more  than  about  politics." 

"  Why  then,"  answered  he,  "  it's  a  sign  they  take  no  more 
fare  of  their  eouls  than  of  their  country,  and  so  both  one 
ivnd  t'other  go  to  old  Nick." 

"  Well,  if  they  do,"  said  she,  "  who's  the  worse,  bo  long 
a*  they  don't  say  nothing  about  it  ?  it's  the  tiresomest  thing 
in  the  world  to  be  always  talking  of  thcna  sort  of  things, 
Mi  nobody  that's  ever  been  abroad  tronbles  their  heads 
iiliout  them." 

"Pray  then,"  cried  the  Captain,  "since  yon  know  so 
-'imch  of  the  matter,  be  so  good  fis  to  tell  us  what  they  d 
■luble  their  heads  about  ?— Hey,  Sir  Clement!  I 
light  to  know  that  much  ?  " 

"A  very  comprehensive  question,"  said    Sir  ClemenlJ 
i  I  espect  much  instruction  from  the  lady's  ar 
~     le.  Madam,"  continued  the  Captain,  "  never  flinch^ 
;  once  ;  don't  stop  for  thiuking." 
Bure  you  I  am  not  going,"  nnswered  she ; 
b  they  do  do,  why  they've  enough  to  do,  I  prom 
feirbat  with  one  thing  or  another." 
But  vihat,  tuhai  do  they  do,  these  famous  Monseert  f 
inded  the  Captain  ;  "  can't  you  tell  us  ?  do  they  game  r 
T-  drink  ? — or  fiddle  ? — or  are  they  jockeys  ? — or  do  thoy 
5pend  all  their  time  in  flummering  old  women  ?  " 

"  As  to  that,  Sir — hut  indeed  I  shan't  trouble  myself  to 
nnswer  such  a  parcel  of  low  questions,  so  don't  ask  n 
more  about  it."     And  then,  to  my  great  vexation,  tuminif!,  1 
I  Lord  Orville,  she  said,  "  Pray,  Sir,  was  yon  e 
"bP" 

B  only  bowed. 

\aA  pray,  Sir,  how  did  you  like  it  ?  " 
is  eotupreheMiive  question,  as  Sir  Clement  would  hxv^ 
&  it,  though  it  made  him  smile,  also  made  him  hesitat^ 
',  bis  answer  was  expressive  of  hie  ai^ciViB.&<rm. 


"  I  tliooght  you  would  liku  it,  Sii-,  because  jon  look  U 
like  a  gentlcmwi.  As  to  the  Captain,  and  as  to  tJiat  otbei 
gentleinaii,  whv  they  may  very  well  not  hke  what  they  don'l 
know :  for  1  suppose,  Sir,  you  was  never  ahroiwi  ?  " 

"  OiiIt    tln'ef    years.    Ma'am,"    miswered    Sir    Clemeoti 

"  Well,  that's  very  surprising !  1  slioutd  never  harl 
tliought  it :  liowerer,  1  Uai'e  say  you  onJy  kept  eompaojr 
with  the  English  "' 

"  Why,  pray,  who  ehoiihl  he  keep  company  with  ?  "  crisd 
the  Captain  :  "  what,  1  suppose  you'd  have  him  a:shaiaed  d 
bis  own  uatjon,  like  some  other  people  not  a  thousand  milea 
off,    on    purpose    to  make    his   own   nution   ashamed    of 

"  I'm  but;;  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  you'd  gO 
abi-oad  yourself." 

"  How  will  yon  make  out  that,  hey,  Madajn  ?  oomei 
please  to  tell  me,  where  would  be  the  good  of  that  P  " 

"Where!  why  a  great  deal.  They'd  make  quite  anothei 
person  of  you." 

"What,  I  suppose  you'd  liuvo  me  l{i  learn  to  cut  capers r 
— and  dress  like  a  monkey  ? — and  palaver  in  Frenoli 
gibberish  P — hey,  would  yoo  ? — And  powder,  and  daub,  anJ 
make  myself  up,  like  some  other  folks  ?  " 

"I  would  have  you  to  learn  to  be  more  poUter,  Sir,  and 
not  to  talk  to  ladies  in  such  a  rude,  old-fashion  way  as  this 
You,  Sir,  as  have  been  in  Paris,"  again  addressing  hersell 
to  Lord  Orville,  "  can  tell  this  English  gentleman  how  he'c 
be  despised,  if  he  was  to  talk  in  such  an  ungeuteel  masnei 
as  this  befoi*  ajij  foreigners.  Why,  there  isn't  a  bwr 
di'esser,  nor  a  shoemaker,  nor  nobody,  that  wouldn't  blnsl 
to  be  in  your  company." 

"  Why,  look  ye,  Madam,"  answered  the  Captain,  "  na  b 
your  hair-pinchers  and  shoe-blacks,  you  may  puff  off  tUeii 
manners,  and  welcome ;  and  I  am  heartily  glad  you  like  'en 
so  well :  but  as  to  me,  since  you  must  needs  make  so  few 
of  youi'  advice,  I  muflt  e'en  tell  you,  1  never  kept  compwi] 
with  any  sncli  gentry." 

"  Come,  ladies  and  gentlemen,"  said  Mre.  Mirvan,  "  ai 
many  of  you  as  have  done  tea,  I  invite  to  walk  with  ma.' 
Mai'ia  and  I  stai'ted  up  instantly ;  Lord  Orville  followed 


[  qocstion  whothor  we  were  not  Imlf  ronnd  the  i 
be  ftngry  disputant*  knew  that  tvb  had  left  thd  bo: 
}  the  husband  of  Mre.  Mirvan  h.!)d  borne  bo  loi^i 
iljftre  in  tliis  disngreeable  altercation,  Lord  Orvillo  forboi 
to  make  way  comments  upon  it;  so  that  the  subject  we  ., 
immediately  dropt,  and  the  conyei-satiou  be-camo  calmly 
sociable,  and  politely  cheerful,  and,  fo  every  body  but  mB, 
must  have  been  highly  agreeable  : — but,  aa  to  myself,  I  wee 
Ro  engerly  desirous  of  making  Bome  apology  to  Lord  Orville, 
for  the  impertinence!  of  which  he  mnst  liave  thought  me 
gailty  at  the  lidotto,  and  yet  ho  utterly  uitabla  to  asaume 
sufficient  coni-ago  to  speak  to  him,  conoerninj^  ~ 

which  I  hnd  bo  tenibly  esposcrt  myseif,  that  J  hardly 
veiitated  to  say  a  word  all  the  time  wo  wore  walkingi 
Besides,  the  knowledge  of  his  cont«mptaons  opinion  hauntatl] 
imd  dispirited  mo,  and  made  me  fear  ho  might  posail 
mieconBtrae  whatever  1  should  say.  So  that,  far  from 
joying  a  coBversatiou  which  might,  at  any  other  tima, 
have  delighted  me,  1  continued  silent,  uncomfortable,  and 
nshamed.  0,  Sir,  shall  I  cvei"  again  involve  myself  in  bo 
foolish  an  embarrassment  ?  J  am  sure  that,  if  I  do,  I  shall 
deserve  yet  greater  mortification. 

We  were  not  joined  by  the  rest  of  tlje  party  till  we  had 
faken  three  or  four  turns  round  the  room ;  and  then  they 
were  so  quarrelsome,  that  Mrs.  Mirvan  (complained  of  being 
fetigued,  and  proposed  going  home.  Ko  one  dissented, 
Lord  Orville  joined  another  party,  having  first  made  an 
offer  of  his  services,  which  tlio  gentlemen  declined,  and  we 
proceeded  to  au  outvrai'd  room,  where  we  waited  for  the  car- 
riages. It  was  settled  that  we  should  return  to  town  in  the 
wme  maimer  we  came  to  Banolagh ;  and,  accordingly. 
Monsieur  Du  Bois  handed  Madame  0uval  into  a  hackney- 
coach,  and  was  just  prepaiiiig  to  follow  her,  when  she 
Ecreamed,  and  jumped  hastily  out,  declaring  she  was  wet 
through  all  her  clothes.  Indeed,  upon  ezaminatjon  the 
Doach  was  found  to  be  in  a  dismal  condition ;  for  the 
neather  proved  very  biul,  and  the  I'ain  had,  though  I  know 
not  haw,  made  its  way  into  the  carriage. 
,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Mirvan,  and  myself,  were  already  disposed 
no  sooner  did  the  Captain  hear  this  ac- 
t,  than,  without  any  ceremony,  he  wa.s  so  civil 
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inioii^iatPlT  take  possess ii"  of  the  vi.f»nt  seat  in  Ins  nvrfi 
fiioh,  Ipftving  Madame  Duval  And  Moiisienr  Dn  Boie  fco 
Jak«  care  of  themselTeB.  As  to  Sir  Clement  Willonghl^ 
^WE  chariot  -was  in  waiting. 

instantly  begged  permission  to  offer  Madame  Duval  mj 
place,  and  mode  a  motion  to  get  out ;  but  Mrs.  MirTBB 
stopped  me,  saying,  that  I  nhoold  then  be  obliged  to  retnni' 
'    town  with  only  the  foreigner,  or  Sir  Clement. 

"  O  never  mind  the  old  beldame,"  cried  the  Captun, 
ihe'a  weather-proof,  I'll  answer  for  her ;  and  besides,  w 
we  are  all,  I  hope,  Englinh,  why  she'll  meet  with  no  worse 
than  she  eipecte  from  us." 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  defend  her,"  finid  Mrs.  Mirvan  j  "  bnt 

deed,  as  che  telonga  to  our  party,  we  cannot,  with  ftnj 

decency,  leave  the  place  till  she  is,  by  some  means,  accom- 


Lord,  my  denr,"  cried  the  Captain,  whom  tbe  distreM 
of  Madame  Duval  had  put  into  veiy  good  humour,  "wliy, 
she'll  break  her  heart  if  she  meets  with  any  civility  from* 
filthy  Englishman." 

Mi-B.  Mirvan,  however,  prevailed  ;  and  we  all  got  otit  of 
the  coach,  to  wait  till  Madame  Duval  eonld  meet  with  Bolne 
bettor  carriage.  We  found  her,  attended  by  MonmeBr 
Dn  Bois,  standing  amongst  the  servants,  and  very  bnayoi 
wiping  her  negligee,'  and  endeavouring  to  save  it  &»m  bran^ 
stuned  by  the  wet,  as  she  said  it  was  a  new  Lyons  mSc. 
Sir  Clement  "Wilioughbj  offered  her  the  use  of  his  cbariot, 
hut  she  had  been  too  mncli  piqued  by  his  raillery  to  accept 
it.  We  waited  some  time,  but  in  vain ;  for  no  hackney- 
coach  could  bo  procured.  The  Captain,  at  last,  was  per- 
snaded  to  accompany  Sir  Clement  himself,  and  we  foo* 
females  were  handed  into  Mrs.  Mirvan's  carriage,  tbouglk 
not  before  Madame  Duval  hod  insisted  upon  our  making 
1  for  Monsieur  Du  Bois,  to  which  the  Captain  only 
ent«d  in  preference  to  being  incommoded  by  him  in  Sir 
Clement's  chariot. 

Our  party  drove  off  first.     We  were  silent  and  unsociable; 
for  tbe  difficulties  attending  this  arrangement  had  made 


r  loilips,  intrmtufcd  nli 
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WfWn  oue  Innguid  and  fatigued.  Unsoctablo,  I  musf.  own, 
^^nontinned ;  bnt  very  ehort  was  the  dnrntion  of  our 
^^piee,  as  we  bod  not  proceoded  thirty  j'ards  before  every 
^Hm  wae  heard  at  once — for  the  couch  broke  down ! 
^BUppoee  we  concluded,  of  course,  that  we  were  all  h&lf- 
^|bd,  hy  the  violent  shriekB  that  seemed  to  come  from 
^^B^  moiith.  The  chariot  yraa  stopped,  the  seryants  came 
^^Hr  assistance,  and  we  were  taken  out  of  the  carria^, 
^^■ont  having  hoen  at  all  hart.  The  night  was  dark  and 
^^K  bttt  I  had  acarc«  touched  the  ground  when  I  •was 
^^H  suddenly  from  it  by  Sir  Clement  WOlpuKhby,  who 
^^Ked  permiBsiou  to  assist  me,  fhough  he  dfa  not  wait 
^^B<tTe  it  granted,  but  carried  nte  in  his  arms  back  to 

^fcbgh. 

^^Be  enquired  very  earnestly  if  I  was  not  hurt  by  the  acci- 

^^Hp  I  Basured  him  1  wns  perfectly  safe,  and  free  from 

^^■7 ;  and  desired  he  wonld  leave  me,  and  return  to  tba 

^^Bof  the  party,  for  I  was  very  uneasy  to  know  whether 

^^Blittd  been  eqnally  fortunate.     He  told  me  he  was  happy 

^^^nng  honoured  with  my  commands,  and  would  joyfuUy 

minte  them  ;  bat  intiist«d  upon  first  condacting  me  to  a 

"nrm  room,  bb  I  had  not  wholly  escaped  being  wet.     He 

111  not  regai'd  my  objeetiona  ;  but  made  me  follow  him  to 

■  ri  apartment,  where  we  found  an  excellent  fire,  and  some 

mpany  waiting  for  carriages.     I  readily  accepted  a  seat, 

!  ul  then  begged  he  would  go. 

And  go,  indeed,  lie  did;  but  he  returned  in  a  moment, 
"Hing  me  that  the  rain  was  more  violent  than  ever,  and 
'liat  he  had  sent  his  aervante  to  offer  their  assistance,  and 
iicqnaint  the  Mirvann  oi  my  situation.  I  was  veiy  mad  that 
lip  would  not  go  himself;  bat  as  my  acquaintance  with  him 
"as  so  very  alight,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  urge  him  con- 
^iry  to  his  inolination. 

Well,  he  drew  a  chair  close  to  mine  ;  and,  after  again 
.■Huiring  how  I  did,  said,  in  a  low  voice,  "  Tou  will  pardon 
ii6,  MJHR  Anville,  if  the  eagerness  I  feel  to  vindicate  my- 
'((iiidnces  me  to  snatch  this  opportunity  of  making  sincere 
hiowledgments  for  tho  impertinence  with  winch  I  tor- 
Sbbed  yon  at  the  last  ridotto.  T  can  assure  you,  Madam, 
iave  been  a  true  and  sorrowful  penitent  ever  since ;  bnt 
filiall  I  tell  yon  honestly  what  cnconragad 
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He  itopt.,  bnt  I  said  nothing;  for  I  thauqhb  instantl/tj 
the  oonvei'sation  Miss  Alirvftn  had  ovopheard,  and  anppoB«| 
he  was  going  to  toll  nie  himself  what  part  liord  Orvilie  hu 
borne  in  it;  and  really  I  did  not  wish  lo  hear  it  repeated! 
Indeed,  the  rest  of  hiG  speech  convuic^s  me  that  sach  wij 
hJB  intention}  with  what  view  I  know  not.,  cscept  to  m^ 
a  merit  of  bia  defending  me. 

"  And  yet,"  he  continued,  "my  eicufie  may  only  exposl 
my  own  crednlity,  and  want  of  judgment  and  penetrationJ 
1  will,  therefore,  merely  beseech  your  pardon,  and  hope  thai 
Bome  fntnre  time — " 

Just  then  the  door  wfw  opened  by  Sir  Clement's  serraofi 
and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Captain,  Mrs.  ajid  Mia 
Mirvan,  enter  tlie  room,  | 

"  0  ho  !  "  cried  the  former,  "  you  have  got  a  good  wanfl 
berth  here;  but  we  shall  beat  up  your  quarters.  He»j 
Lucy,  Moll,  come  to  the  fire,  and  dry  your  trumpery.  But 
hey-day^why,  where's  old  Madame  French  ?  " 

"  Good  God,"  cried  I,  "  is  not  Madame  Duval  then  will 
you  ?  " 

"  With  me !  No,— thajik  God." 

I  was  very  uneasy  to  know  what  might  have  beoome  qI 
her ;  and,  if  they  would  have  anfEered  me,  I  should  havf 
gone  out  in  search  of  Ler  myself ;  but  all  the  servants  weit 
dispatched  to  find  her  j  and  the  Captain  said,  we  might  bl 
VBiy  sure  her  French  bean  would  take  care  of  her. 

We  waited  some  time  without  any  tidings,  and  were  aool 
the  only  party  in  the  room.  My  uneasinesa  increased  a 
much  Uiat  Sir  Clement  now  made  a  volnntary  offer  a 
BeeldDg  her.  However,  the  same  moment  that  he  openet 
the  door  with  this  design,  she  presented  herself  at  it,  at 
tended  by  Monsieur  Uu  Bois. 

"  I  was  this  instant.  Madam,"  said  he,  "  coming  to  see  fa 

"  You  are  mighty  good,  truly,"  cried  she,  "  to  come  wM 
.ill  the  miBchief's  over." 

She  then  entered, — in  such  a  condition  I— entirely  coveM 

with  mud,  and  in  so  great  a  rage,  it  was  with  difficulty  sh 

could  speak.     We  all  ezpi-essed  our  concern,  and  oSersi 

oar  ass/siance — except  the  G&pteJn,  wVo  luj  Bocn^av  Whel 

ier  than  b&  burst  out  into  a  loud  \au^. 


ffe  endeavonred,  by  our  enqnirieK  and  cotidolemente,  to 
_  alt  her  attending  to  Mm, ;  and  she  wae  for  some  time 
D  wtolly  engroBHed  by  her  anger  and  her  distress,  that  we 
racceeded  withont  much  tronble.  We  begged  Lev  to  inform 
BS  how  this  accident  had  happened.  "  How  !  "  repeated 
she, — "  why  it  was  all  along  rf  your  all  going  away, — and 
there  poor  Monsieur  Dii  Boia — biif  it  wasn't  his  fault, — for  J 
he's  as  bad  off  aa  me." 

All  eyes  were  theu  tumod  to  MonHienr  Dn  Boi 
dothea  were  iii  the  same  niifiera,ble  phght  with  those  < 
Madame  Dnva!,  and  who,  wet,  shivering,  and  disconsolate 
bad  crept  to  the  fire. 

The  Captain   laughed  yet  moi'e   heartily;    while   MxB.n 
Mirvan,  ashamed  of  his  rudene.'is,  repeated  her  inquiries  to 
Madame  Uuval ;  who  answered,  "  Why,  as  wewerea-coming 
aloug,  all  in  the  rain.  Monsieur  Du  Boia  waa  so  ohligicg, 
tlioQgh  I'm  sure  it  was  an  unlucky  obligingness  for  mo,  as 
M  lift  me  up  in  hia  arms  to  carry  me  over  a  place  that  was 
■ik)e-deep  in  mud  ;  but  instead  of  my  being  ever  the  better 
■.  it,  just  as  we  weic  \m  the  worst  part,^I'm  sure  I  wish 
I'j  Lad  been  fifty  miles  off, — for  somehow  or  other  his  foot,, 
slipt,— at  least,  I  suppose  so, — though  1  can't  think  how  ii 
happened,   for  I'm   no  such  great  weight ; — but,   bowoTei 
tiat  was,  down  we  both  came,  together,  all  in  the  mud  \  and  \ 
the  more  we  tried  to  get  up,  the  more   deeper  we  got  ' 
CDTci'ed  with  the  naatinesa — and  my  new  Lyons  iiegUgee, 
too,  quite  spoilt ! — however,  it's  well  we  got  up  at  all,  for 
we  might  have  laid  there  till  now,  for  aught  you  all  cared ; 

This  recital  put  the  Captain  into  an  ecstacy;  he  wentj 
■  lu  the  lady  to  the  gentleman,  and  from  the  gentler 
■■  lady,  to  enjoy  aJteiTiately  the  sight  of  their  distress 
'■'  really  shonted  with  pleaanre ;  and,  shaking  Monsieur 
'^  Bois  atrennoosly  by  the  hand,  wished  him  joy  of  having 
■u.kii  English  ground  ;  and  tben  he  held  a  candle  to  Ma- 
ine Duval,  that  he  might  have  a  moi'e  complete  view  of 
r  diBaster,  declaring  repeatedly,  that   lie   hud  nev( 
'ter  pleased  in  hie  life. 
riie  rage  of  poor  Madame  Doval  wa&  unR^tsiksiiV-,  ^ 
^hed  the  eandje  out  of  his  h.'ind,  st.ainpiwg  u\iut\ftift  % 
Lstlaat,  Bpat  in  his  fiu% 


ThiB  action  seemed  immediately  to  calm  them  both,  aa 
the  joy  of  the  Captain  was  converted  into  reaeiitm.ent,  ana 
the  wrath  ai  Madame  Daval  into  fear :  for  he  pat  his  hiuiiU 
apon  her  shoulders,  and  gave  her  bo  violent  a  sliake,  thin 
she  screamed  out  for  help  ;  assuring  her,  at  the  sanie  timoj 
tbat  if  aha  bad  been  one  ounce  less  old,  or  leas  ugly,  sbd 
Bhould  have  had  it  all  returned  in  her  own  &cb.  I 

Monsieur  Dn  Boin,  who  had  seated  himself  very  qoietln 
at  the  fire,  approached  them,  and  expostulated  very  warmlji 
with  the  Captain;  but  he  was  neillier  understood  noriM 
garded  j  and  Madame  Duval  was  not  released  till  ahe  qniW 
sobbed  with  passion. 

When  they  were  parted,  I  intreated  her  to  permit  tbff 
woman  who  has  the  charge  of  the  ladies  cloaks  to  aasist  i^ 
drying  her  clothes ;  she  consented,  and  we  did  what  w« 
possible  to  save  her  from  catching  cold,  We  were  obligeffl 
to  wait  in  this  disagreeable  situation  near  an  hour  before  ^ 
hackney-coach  conld  be  found  ;  and  then  we  were  diepoarf 
in  the  Bame  manner  as  before  our  accident.  I 

lam  going  this  morning  to  see  poor  Madame  Duval, nnfl 
to  inquij'e  after  her  health,  which  I  think  must  have  snf'' 
fered  by  her  last  night's  miafoi-tnnea  ;  though,  indeed,  shsi 
seems  to  be  natni-ally  strong  anJ  hearty. 

Adifu,  my  dear  Sir,  till  to-n 


LETTER   XVII, 


SIB  Clement  Willoughby  called  here  yesterday  at  r 
and    Captain   Mirvan  invited  him  to  dinner.      For  nj 
part  I  spent  the  day  in  a  manner  the  most  nncomfortabfi 
imaginable.  I 

I  found  Madame  Duval  at  breakfast  in  bed,  thongh  Moni 
sieur  Du  Bois  was  in  the  chamber ;  which  so  mach  astoi 
nisbed  me,  that  I  was,  involuntarily,  retiring,  without  oonf 
sideriug  how  odd  an  appearance  my  retreat  would  b 
frben  Sftdame  Duval  caUed  me  Viact,  Mvi  1«  '  " 
ii&u-tily  At  my  ignorance  oi  loreign  caa\«m*. 


it  would  bHi 


iversation,    however,    very    soon   took    a    mor«^ 
s  turn  ;    for  she  began,  with  great  bittarness,  to  ii 
Bi^b  agiiinat  the  hctrharoiis  brutality  of  Hint  felloin  the  Oap- 
Un,  and  the  horrible  til-breeding  of  the  English  in  geueral; 
eclajing,  she  shoukl  mabe  her  escape  with  all  eipedltioD 
-nm  so  heastbj  a  natluii .     But  nothing  can  be  more  s^-nngetf   i 
b^nrd,  than  tu  henr  politeness  recommended  in  Inngnnge  so  ■ 
ciiugnaiit  to  it  OS  that  of  Madame  Diival. 

She  lamented,  very  mournfully,  the  iate  of  her  Lyons:! 
iUc  ;  and  protested  ahe  had  rather  have  parted  with  alii 
he  rest  of  her  wai-drube,  because  it  was  the  fii'st  go»ti  s 
md  bought  to  wear  upon  leaving  off  lier  weeds.  She  I 
I  very  bad  cold,  and  Monaiear  Du  Boin  ia  so  hoarse,  he  c 
sardly  speak. 

She  insisted  upon  my  staying  with  her  all  day ;  as  a 
ntended,  she  said,  to  introduce  me  to  some  of  my  own  rela-tfl 
;ions,  I  would  very  fain  have  txcused  myself,  bat  she  dic^l 
Liut  allow  me  any  choice.  •  B 

Till  the  arrival  of  these  relations,  one  continued  series  (A^M 
quBstiona  on  her  side,  and  of  answers  ou  mine,  filled  up  aUW 
tlie  time  we  passed  together.     Her  cui'iosity  was  insatiable;    ' 
sbe  inquired  into  every  action  of  my  life,  and  every  partien- 
liu'  that  had  fallen  under  ujy  observation  in  the  lives  of  all 
1  knew.     Again,  she  was  so  cruel  as  to  avow  the  most  iu- 
Tfteratfl  rancour  against  the  aole  benefactor  her  deserted 
i:hild  and  grand-child  have  met  with ;  and  anch  was  the  in- 
dication her  ingratitnde  raised,  that  I  would  actually  have 
quitted  lier  presence  and  house,  had  she  not,  i 
tliB   most   peremptory,   absolutely  forbid   me.      But   what,  J 
good  Heaven  !  can  indute  her  to  such  shocking  iujustio©  9i% 
0,  my  friend  and  father  !    I  have  no  command  of  myselfi  I 
"hen  this  subject  ia  started.  I   ' 

She  talked  very  moch  of  taking  me  to  Paris,  and  said  I 
greatly  wanted  the  polish  of  a  French  education.      She  la- 
omted  that  1  had  been  brought  up  in  the  country,  which,  s 
"'wt-rvtd.  had  given  me  a  very  hwrnphiiiish  air.      Howevi 
'ii'  hid  me  not  despair,  for  she  had  known  many  girls  muchw 

i<['ne  than  me,  who  had  become  very  fine  ladies  aftet^lw^J 
j  residence  abnxwJj   and  she  part\cTi\a.i:\3  VQsAia.vvW5i.^ 
Y  Moore,  dangbter  of  a  chandWft-^o?  ■* 
t  worth  relating,  1 


to  Paris,  where,  from  an  awkward  ill-bred  girl,  ebe  ao  mnd 
improved,  that  she  has  since  been  tiikeii  for  a  woman  i 
quality.  I 

The  iTlationa  to  whom  she  was  pleaaed  to  introduce  mi 
eonBiflted  of  a  Mr,  Branghton,  who  is  hemejjhew,  itnd  thwl 
of  hia  children,  the  eldest  of  whjuli  is  a  koil,  and  the  tw< 
yoniigei'  are  daughtei-H.  i 

Mr-  Branghton  appears  about  forty  years  of  age.  Ha 
doee  not  seem  to  want  a  common  nnderstnniiing,  thoagh  m 
IB  very  contracted  Find  prejudiced  ;  he  has  spt-nt  hia  whrfj 
time  in  the  city,  and  I  believe  foela  a  great  contempt  hi 
all  who  i-esLde  elsewhere.  ' 

Hia  son  Reems  weaker  in  his  nnderstanding,  and  mon 
gay  iu  Ilia  temper;  but  his  gaiety  la  that  of  a  foolish,  orer 
grown  Hchool-boy,  whose  mirth  conaiats  in  noise  and  du)tn^ 
bance.  He  disdains  hia  father  for  his  close  aitl^^tion  to  bn^ 
neRs,  and  love  of  money  ;  though  ho  seems  himself  to  havoofl 
talents,  spirit,  or  generosity,  to  make  him  anperioi- to  ei&B, 
His  chief  delight  appears  to  be  tormenting  and  ridionliDg 
hia  sisters ;  who,  in  i-eturn,  most  heartily  despise  hiuL 

MissBranghton,  the  eldest  dangtitcr,  is  by  no  means  nglfl 
but  looks  proud,  iiUtempered,  and  conceited.  She  faaW 
the  city,  though  without  knowing  why ;  for  it  is  eafij  tS 
discover  she  has  lived  no  where  else. 

Miss  Polly  Branghton  is  rather  pretty,  very  foolish,  vBIJ 
ignorant,  very  giddy,  and,  I  believe,  veiy  good-natured. 

The  first  half -hour  was  allotted  to  making  tkemselmea  wK' 
fortahle;  for  thoy  complained  of  having  had  a  very  dirtji 
walk,  as  they  came  on  foot  from  Snow  Hill,  where  Mr' 
Branghton  keeps  a  silver-smith's  shop ;  and  tbe  young 
ladies  had  not  only  their  coats  to  brush,  and  shoes  to  di^i 
bat  to  adjust  theh'  head-dress,  which  their  bonnets  had 
totolly  discomposed.  ' 

The  manner  in  which  Madame  Duval  was  pleaaed  to  in-) 
troducc  me  to  this  family  extreiBely  allocked  me.  "HorpJ 
my  dears,"  said  she,  "  here's  a  relation  yon  little  thought  of  i 
but  you  must  know,  my  poor  daughttr  Caroline  had  thia 
child  after  she  run  away  from  me, — thongh  I  never  kne* 
nothing  of  it,  not  I,  for  a  loDg  while  after ;  for  they  took 
care  to  keep  it  a  Beci-et  froni  me,  ttvotigV  'iVe  ^qc\  c\i\\i.W 
aever  a  friend  in  the  world  besides." 


■ntixi. 


I 

Inti- 

m 


■■  Misa  aeema  Tery  tender-hearted,  annt,"  said  Miae  Polly  j 
'  and  to  be  sure  ate's  not  to  blame  for  her  mama's  nudnti- 
fulnees,  for  she  conldn't  help  it." 

"Lord,  no,"  answered  she,  "and  I  uever  took  no  notice 
of  it  to  her :  for,  indeed,  as  to  that,  my  own  poor  daughter 
wasn't  so  much  to  blame  as  yon  may  think ;  foi-  she'd  neT 
have  gone  aatray,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  meddling  o 
paraor  I  told  you  of." 

"  If  aunt  pleases,"   said  young   Mr.  Branghton, 
talk  o'  somewhat  else,  for  Miss  looks  very  uneaej-lii 

The  nest  subject  that  was  chosen  was  the  ago  of  the 
three  young  Braughtona  and  myseif.  The  son  is  twenty  ; 
the  daughters  upon  heai-ing  that  I  was  seventeen,  said  that 
was  just  the  age  of  Miss  Polly ;  but  their  brother,  after  a 
long  dispute,  proved  that  she  was  two  years  older,  to  the 
ili'Bat  anger  of  both  sisters,  who  agreed  that  he  was  very 
lU-uatui'ed  and  spiteful. 

When  this  point  was  settled,  the  question  was  put, 
Wbich  was  tallest? — We  were  desired  to  measure,  as  the 
Bi'anghtons  were  all  of  different  opinions.  None  of  them, 
ii'iwever,  disputed  my  being  tho  tallest  in  the  company ; 
'mt,  in  regard  to  one  another,  they  were  eztremdy  quarrel- 
jine  :  the  brother  insisted  upon  their  measuring  fodr,  and 
i:iit  with  lieads  and  keels ;  but  they  would  by  no  means  con- 
sent to  lose  those  privileges  of  our  sex  ;  and  therefore  the 
3  aiing  man  was  caet,  as  shortest ;  though  he  appealed  to  all 
[jrusent  upon  the  injustice  of  the  decree. 

This  ceremony  over,  the  young  ladies  begun,  very  freely, 
■■  examine  my  dress,  and  to  interrogate  me  concerning  it. 
This  apron's  your  own  work,  I  suppose,  Miss  ?  but  these 
■|irige  a'n't  in  fashion  now.  Pray,  if  it  is  not  impertinent, 
■>'riHt  might  you  give  a  yard  for  this  lutestring  ? — Do  yon 
laaie  joar  own  caps,  Miss  ?  "  and  many  other  questions 
equally  interesting  and  well-bred. 

They  then  asked  me  how  J  liked  Londuii,  f  and  whether  I 
thould  not  think  the  country  a  very  tiuU  p/oce,  when  I  re- 
tamed  thither  P  "  Miss  must  try  if  she  can't  get  a  good 
Iiasband,"  said  Mr.  Bmnghton,  "  and  then  she  may  stay  and. 
live  here." 
The  next  iapio  trae  pabJic  places,  or  rat^vec  ftua  VNiKa-VTC*, 
rAej- inen- o/ flo  other;  and  the  meriia  arvft  Ae.^'KA.'*  «*■ 


all  the  actora  Euid  actre»BeB  ytere  dincnsaed  :  the  yoxatg  nu 
here  took  the  lend,  and  seemed  to  be  very  conTersuit  t 
the  Bubjeot.  But  dui-ing  this  time,  what  was  my  conces 
and,  Buiffir  me  to  add,  my  indigiiatnon,  when  1  found,  1 
some  wonlB  I  occasionally  heard,  that  Madnme  DuTaJ  wi 
cmtertaiiiiDg  Mr.  Bi'sjightou  with  all  the  most  Becret  ai 
oruel  particulars  of  my  situatiou  !  The  eldest  danght 
was  soon  drawn  to  them  by  the  recital ;  the  youngeBt  ai 
the  Bon  still  kept  their  places ;  intending,  I  believe,  to  dive 
me,  though  the  converaation  was  iill  their  own. 

In  a  few  minutes,  Misa  Bninghton,  coming  suddenly  t 
to  hep  sistvr,  eiclainied,  "  Lord,  Polly,  only  think  I  Mi 
aever  saw  her  papa  I  " 

"  Lord,  how  odd  !  "  ci-ied  the  other  ;  "  why,  then,  MifiS, 
suppose  you  wouldn't  know  him  ?  " 

This  waa  quite  too  much  for  me ;  I  rose  hastily,  and  rs 
out  of  the  room. :  but  I  soon  regretted  I  hud  so  little  con 
mand  of  myself ;  for  the  two  sisters  both  followed,  and  ii 
sisted  upon  comforting  me,  notwithstanding  my  earuei 
intreaties  to  be  left  alone. 

As  Boon  m  I  returned  to  the  company,  Madame  Dnv: 
said,  "  Why,  my  deEir,  what  waa  the  matter  with  you  ?  wl 
did  you  run  away  so  ?  " 

This  question  almost  made  me  run  again,  for  I  knew  a 
how  to  answer  it.  But,  is  it  not  very  exti'aovdinaiy,  thi 
she  can  put  me  in  situations  so  shocking,  and  then  wondi 
to  find  me  sensible  of  any  concern  ? 

Mr.  Branghton  junior  now  inquired  of  me,  whetiier 
had  seen  the  Tower,  or  St.  Paul's  church  ?  and  upon  » 
answering  in  the  negative,  they  pi-oposed  making  a  par 
to  shew  them  to  me.  Among  other  qnestiona,  they  til 
aaked,  if  I  had  ever  seen  ttich  u  ildng  as  an  vpsra  ?  I  to 
them  I  had.  "  Well,"  said  Mr.  Branghton,  "  I  amet  M 
one  in  my  life,  so  long  as  I've  lived  in  London ;  and 
never  desire  to  see  one,  if  1  live  here  as  ranch  longer." 

"liord,  papa,"  cried  Miss  Polly,  "why  not?  yfra.  rai^ 
tes  Well  for  once,  for  the  curiosity  of  the  thing :  besidi 
Miss  Pomfret  saw  one,  and  she  says  it  waa  very  pretty." 

"MisB  will  tLiuk  us  very  valgai,"  said  Miss  BrangKtt) 
"  to  lire  in  London,  and  never  have  \je«iv  Waa  ov'*"-\^'^'* 
«ofiin/eo/minf,rnasnreyon,MiB8,otii^V'^'Va'io'f^^^^^*^l 


.  The  rcsalt  wae,  tliat  a  party  was  proposed,  and  agreed 
I,  for  some  early  opportuiiity.  I  did  not  dare  contradict 
lem  ;  but  I  said  that  my  lime,  wliile  I  remained  in  town, 
nr&s  at  the  disposal  of  Mrs.  Miryao,  However,  I  am  sn.re 
I  will  not  attend  them,  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  so  doing. 
,  When  we  parted,  Madame  Dnyal  desired  to  see  me  the 
BGzt  day ;  and  the  Branghtons  told  me,  that  the  first  time 
I  went  towards  Snow  Hill,  they  should  bo  very  jjlad  if  I 
ponld  call  upon  them. 

I  wish  we  may  not  meet  again  till  that  time  arrives. 
I  am  snre  I  shall  not  be  very  ambitions  of  being  known 
o  any  more  of  my  relations,  if  they  have  any  resemblance 
}  those  whose  acqaaintance  I  hare  been  introdnced  to 
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1  to       I 

4 


I  HAD  jnat  finished  my  letter  to  yon  this  morning,  when 
a  -riolent  rapping  at  the  door  made  me  ruu  down  stairs ; 
Bnd  who  should  I  see  in  the  drawing-room,  but — Lord 
OrviUe! 

He  was  quite  alone,  for  the   amily  had  not  assembled  to 

breftlrfagt.     He  inquired,  first  of  mine,  then  of  the  health 

of  Mra.  and  Miss  Mirvan,  with  a  degree  of  concern  that 

lather  surprised  me,  till  ho  said  that  be  had  jnat  been  in- 

&rnied  of  the  accident  we  had  met  with  at  Ranelagh.     fie 

ttpresBed  his  sorrow  npon  the  occasion  with  the  utmost 

^teneaa,  and  lamented  that  ho  had  not  been  so  fortunate 

totobear  of  it  in  time  to  offer  his  services.     "  But  I  think,'' 

lia  added,  "  Sir  Clement  Willonghby  had  the  honoona 

amuting  you  r  " 

"He  was  with  Captain  Mirvaji,  my  Lord." 

"  I  had  heard  of  lua  being  of  your  party." 

I  liope  that  flighty  man  baa  not  been  telling  Lord  Orville 

He  only  assisted  me !  however,  he  did  not  pursue  the  aoJs- 

,  but  said,  "  This  accident,  though  Bxtremtig  >iai<»W-  j 

win  not,  I  hope,  be  the  means  oi  Stig^Aeavo^y" 

"  RiuielHf^h  with  ynnr  presence  m  tia.t\iTe>^  "  - 


itmost 

nnate  I 

bink^  I 

3rviUB  I 


"  Our  time,  my  Lord,  for  London,  ie  almost  expired 
already." 

"  Indeed  !  do  yaa  leave  town  Bo  very  soon  ?  " 

"  0  yeg,  my  Lord,  our  stay  has  already  exceeded  on 
intentions." 

"  Are  you,  then,  so  partitularly  partial  to  the  country  ? 

"  We  merely  came  to  town,  my  Lord,  to  meet  CaptBa 
Mii'van." 

"  And  does  Misa  AuviOe  feel  no  concern  at  the  idea  rf 
the  many  moumera  Lev  absence  will  occasion  ?  " 

"O,  my  Lord, — I'm  sure  you  don't  think — "  1  stopt 
there ;  for,  indeed,  1  hardly  knew  what  I  was  going  to  eey. 
My  foolish  embarrassment,  I  suppose,  was  the  cause  of 
what  followed  ;  for  ho  came  to  me,  and  took  my  hand,  si^ 
iiig,  "1  do  think,  that  whoever  has  once  seen  Misa  AnviU^ 
must  receive  an  impression  never  to  be  forgotten." 

This  compliment,— from  Lord  Orville, — so  surprised  tat, 
that  I  could  not  speak  ;  but  felt  myself  change  coloar,  and 
stood  for  some  momenta  silent,  and  looking  down ;  how- 
ever, the  instant  I  recollected  my  situation,  I  withdrew  my 
hand,  and  told  him  that  I  would  see  if  Mtb.  Mirvan  wja 
not  dressed.     He  did  not  oppose  me — so  away  1  went, 

I  met  them  all  on  the  staira,  and  returned  with  them  to 
breakfast. 

1  have  since  been  extremely  angry  with  myself  for 
glecting  so  excellent  an  opportunity  of  apologizing  for  taj 
behaviour  at  the  lidotto  :  but,  to  own  the  truth,  that  a&ir 
never  once  occnjred  to  me  during  the  short  tele-a-iHe  whiot 
we  had  together.  But,  if  ever  we  should  happen  to  be  so 
situated  again,  I  will  certainly  mention  it ;  for  I  am  inex- 
pressibly concerned  at  tlie  thought  of  his  harbouring  an 
opinion  that  I  am  bold  or  impertinent,  and  I  could  almost 
till  myself  for  having  given  him  tho  shadow  of  a  re 
for  Eo  shocking  an  idea. 

Bat  was  it  not  very  odd  that  he  should  make  me  such  a 
compliment  ?  I  expet-ted  it  not  from  him  ; — -but  gallantly, 
I  believe,  is  common  to  all  men,  whn.tcvcr  other  qualitJeB 
ttey  may  have  in  particular. 

Oar  breakfast  wa.s  the  most  agreeable  meal,  if  it  may  ba 
oaJleda  mea/,  thai  we  liavehaABinoe'we  ca3aBto\««^,  In- 
deed,  but  for Mmlnuiv  Duviil, !  Blion.\A\i^»i\i<J\iioiie-s'mwoiA-i 


^Hke  conversation  of  Lord  Orville  ia  reaJly  delightfnJ. 
^B  manners  ore  so  elegant-,  so  gentle,  so  nnasaummg,  that 
tiiey  at  once  engag'e  eateera,  and  diffuse  complacence.  Par 
from  being  indolently  Ratisiied  with  his  own  a.ccomplish.- 
nietits,  as  I  have  already  observed  many  men  here  aire,. 
thongh  withoat  any  pretensions  to  his  merit,  he  te  most  tubi 
siduooely  attentive  to  please  and  to  serve  all  who  are  in  hM 
compnny  ;  Ftnd,  though  his  success  is  invariable,  he  nevM 
manifeata  the  smallest  degi-ee  of  conscionsnesa.  fl 

I  conld  wish  that  ;/ou,  my  dearest  Sir,  knew  Lord  dq 
viJle,  becftiiae  I  am  sure  you  would  lore  him  ;  and  I  haM 
felt  that  wish  for  no  other  person  I  have  seen  since  I  camH 
to  London.  I  sometimes  imagine,  that  when  his  youth  '9 
flown,  hia  vivacity  abated,  and  his  life  ia  devoted  to  retire- 
ment, he  will,  perhaps,  resemble  him  whnm.  I  m.oHt  love  and 
honour.  His  present  sweetness,  politenoBs,  and  diffidence, 
seem  to  promiae  in  future  the  same  benevolence,  dignity, 
andgoodness.     But  I  must  not  expatiate  upon  this  subjeojS 

Wlien  Lord  Orville  was  gone, — and  he  made  but  a  ve« 
short  visit, — I  was  preparing,  most  reluctantly,  to  warn 
npon  Madame  Duval ;  but  Mrs.  Mirvan  proposed  to  thd* 
Captain,  that  she  should  be  invited  to  dinner  in  Queen 
Ann  Street ;  and  lie  readily  consented,  for  he  said  he  wished 
io  ask  after  her  Lyons  negligee. 

The  invitation  is  accepted,  and  we  eipect  her  every  mo- 
ment. But  to  me,  it  is  very  strange,  that  a  woman  who  is 
the  uncontrolled  mistress  of  her  time,  fortnne,  and  actions, 
should  choose  to  enpoae  herself  voluntarily  to  the  rndenesa 
of  a  man  who  is  opeiiJy  determined  to  make  her  his  sport. 
But  she  has  very  few  aequaiiitanoe  ;  and,  I  fancy,  scarce 
blows  how  to  employ  herself. 

How  great  is  my  obligation  to  Mrs.  Mirvan,  for  bestowing 
lier  time  in  a  manner  so  disagreeable  to  herself,  merely  to 
promote  my  happiness !  Every  dispute  in  which  her  nn- 
dt«erving  husband  engages,  is  productive  of  pain  and  nn- 
eaainess  to  herself ;  of  this  I  am  so  sensible,  that  I  even  be- 
sought her  not  to  send  to  Madame  Duval ;  but  she  declared 
*be  could  not  bear  to  have  me  pass  all  my  time,  while  m 
town,  with  her  onJj.  Indeed  she  conld  not  \«  tfiare  Vi 
V  she  foar  daughter. 
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LETTER  XIX. 


BTXLINA  IN  CONimDi 


Saturday  Morning,  April  16. 

MADAilE  Duval  was  accompanied  by  Uonsieur  Ss 
Bois.  I  B.ia  auiprised  that  Hhe  should  choose  to  is'* 
troduce  ^ini  wlictis  ha  is  so  anwelcome  :  and,  indeed,  it  18 
strange  that  thoy  should  be  so  constantly  together ;  thoi^ 
I  believe  I  shonld  not  have  taken  notice  of  it,  but  that  Oap- 
tain  Mirvan  is  perpetueliy  rallying  me  upon  my  gram- 

They  were  both  reueived  by  Mra.  Mirvan  with  her  usuiJ 
good-breeding ;  but  the  Captain,  most  provokiDgly,  attackedl 
her  immediately,  saying,  "  Now,  Madam,  you  that  havs 
lived  abroad,  please  to  teU  me  this  liere :  WJiich  did  yoo 
like  best,  the  xoarm  room  at  Banelagh,  or  the  cold  bath  yon 
went  into  afterwards  ?  though,  I  assure  yoa,  you  look  so 
well,  that  T  shoald  adriae  yon  to  take  another  dip." 

"Mafui,  8ir,"'  cried  she,  "nobody  asked  for  your  advio^ 
80  you  may  as  well  keep  it  to  youiself :  beaideB,  it's  no  sucil 
great  joke,  to  be  splashed,  and  to  catch  cold,  and  spoil  bU 
one's  things,  whatever  you  may  think  of  it." 

"  Splashed,  quoth-a ! — why  I  thought  you  were  soused  tS' 
oyer. — Come,  comoj  don't  mince  the  matter,  never  spoil  ft 
good  story  ;  you  know  you  hadn't  a  dry  thread  about  yon — 
'Fore  George,  I  shall  never  think  on't  without  hallooingi 
such  a  poor  forlorn,  draggletailed — gimilevmman !  and  pool 
Moiiseer  French,  here,  like  a  drowned  rat,  by  your  aide  I — " 

"  Well,  the  worse  piekle  we  was  in,  bo  much  the  worsel 
in  yon  not  to  help  ns ;  for  yon  knowed  where  we  were  fari 
enough,  because,  while  I  laid  in  the  mnd,  I'm  pretty  bom 
I  heard  yon  snigger :  so  it's  like  enough  you  jostled  ni 
down  yourself ;  for  Monsieur  Du  Bois  says,  that  he  is  snni 
lie  had  a  great  Jolt  given  him,  or  lie  shouldn't  have  fell 

'  "Mrs.  Cto/mondelej's  ravoutite  is  Ultt4ii.nia  iJaiui-,  i\ia  nuU  ha 


fhom  roarning  to  night ;  and 
I  ti'Jr&laj^-^  j)iarif^  jiart  iii.,  Se 


I  Captom  laughed  so  iurmoderately,  tlia,t  he  reallf 
me  alao  a  suBpicion  tliat  he  was  not  entirely  innoctmt 
jcbarge:  however,  ho  disclaimed  it  very  peremptorily.! 
fhj  then,"  continued  she,  "  if  you  didn't  do  that,  whj;  J| 
t  you  come  to  help  us  ?  " 

Tbo,  I P — what,  do  you  suppoee  I  had  forgot  I  v 
thmwn,  a  filthy,  beastly  Enyliilnnwii  ?  " 
'eiy  well,  Sir,  very  well ;  but  I  was  a  fool  to  expeofc* 
r,  for  it's  all  of  a  piece  with  the  reat ;  you  know,  | 
sd  to  fling  me  ont  of  the  coach-window,  the  verj^ 
tune  ever  I  see  yon :  but  I'll  never  go  to  RaBelaghji 
you  no  more,  that  I'm  reeolyed;  for  I  dare  say,  if  thai. 
I  had.  rosu'd  over  me,  as  I  laid  in  that  nastiness,  you'4i| 
have  atirred  a  step  to  save  me." 

[^d,  no,  to  be  sure,  Ma'am,  not  for  the  world  !  I  Vnow 

!  onr  nation  too  well,  to  affront  you  by  sup- 

J  a  Jf^enahman  would  want  tny  aeeistance  to  protect 

'  Did  yon  think  that  Mcmaeer  hero,  and  I  had  changed 

'btb,  and  that  he  should  pop  you  into  the  mud,  and  I 

u  out  of  it  p    Hft,  ha,  im  !  ' 

I  veiy  well,   Sir,  langh  on,  it's  like  yonr  manners ; 

IT,  S  poor  Monsieur  Du  Bois  hadn't  met  with  that 

y  accident  himaelf  I  shouldn't  have  wanted  nobody's 

I  promise  yon,  Miidam,  yon'd  nevur  have  had  mine ; 
t  my  distance  better ;  and  as  to  yonr  being  a  little 
L,   or  BO,  why,   to  be  sure,   Mnitseer  and  yon  settled 
between  yourselves ;  so  it  was  no  business  of  mine." 
^"lat,  then,  I  suppose  you  want  to  make  me  believe  as 
ir  da  Bois  served  me  that  trick  o'  purpose  ?  " 
pocpoGe  I    ay,    certainly ;    whoever   doubted  that  ? 
thiiik  a  i'renchman  ever  made  a  blunder  ?    If  he 
an  Bonie  clumsy-footed  Engliek   fellow,   indeed,    it 
hare  been  accidental :  but  what  the  devU  signifies  all 
Iiopping  and  capering  with  your  dancing- masters,  if 
I't  bttlance  yonrselves  upright  P  " 
IS  midst  of  this  dialogue.  Sir  Clement  Willonghby 
bis  appearance.     He  affects  to  enter  the  hooae  -wilVi 
wdom  of  an  oJd  acquaintance  ■,  iind  tV\ii  \erg  w^i- 
•kiab,  to  nte,  is  uetonishing,  ie  'wlaat  ■m.oRt  ^astwM 
lends  him   to  the  Caption,.     Ind-eeA,  \iei  »«»* 


very  saoctiBaftilly  to  atndy  all  the  humoui-s  of  that  geuUe- 
mau. 

After  having  heartily  welcomecl  him,  "  Tou  are  jiial 
come  in  time,  my  boy,"  said  he,  "to  settle  a  little  matter 
of  a  dispute  between  this  here  gentlewoman  and  I  ;  do  yoa 
know  she  has  been  trying  to  persuade  me,  that  she  did  not 
above  half  like  the  ducking  Mortseer  gave  her  t'other 
night." 

"  I  shoTild  hove  hoped,''  said  Sir  Clement,  with  the  ntmort 
gravity,  "that  the  friendship  subsisting  between  that  iady 
and  gentleman  would  have  guarded  them  against  anj 
actions  profeBsedly  disagreeable  to  pach  other :  bnt,  pro- 
bably, they  might  not  have  discussed  the  matter  pi«viooBly; 
in  whit^h  case  the  gentleman,  I  must  own,  seems  to  have 
been  guilty  of  inattention,  since,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it 
was  his  business  first  to  have  inquired  whether  the  lady  pre- 
ferred soft  or  hard  ground,  before  he  dropt  her." 

"  0  very  fine,  gentlemen,  very  fine,"  cried  Madame  DuTal, 
"  you  may  try  to  set  us  together  by  the  ears  as  much  as  yon 
will ;  but  I'm  not  such  an  ignorant  person  as  to  be  made  t. 
fool  of  so  easily  ;  so  yon  needn't  talk  no  more  about  it,  for 
I  sees  into  your  designs." 

Monsieur  Dn  Bois,  who  was  just  able  to  discover  the 
subject  upon  which  the  conversation  turned,  made  his  de- 
fence, in  French,  with  great  solemnity  :  he  hoped,  he  said,  - 
that  the  company  would  at  least  acknowledge  he  did  not 
come  fi'om  a  nation  of  brutes ;  BUd  consequently,  that  to 
wilfully  offend  any  lady  was,  to  him,  utterly  impossible ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  in  endeavouring,  as  was  his  duty,  t« 
save  and  guard  her,  he  had  himself  suffered,  in  a  manner 
which  be  would  forbear  to  relate,  but  which,  he  greatly  ap- 
prehended, he  should  feel  the  ill  effects  of  for  many  months  : 
and  then,  with  a  countenance  eiceedingly  lengthened,  he 
added,  that  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  attributed  to  him 
as  national  prejudice,  when  he  owned  that  he  must,  to  the 
best  of  bis  memoiy,  aver,  that  liis  unfortunate  fall  was 
owing  to  a  sudden  bBt  violent  push,  which,  he  was  shocked 
to  say,  some  malevolent  person,  with  a  design  to  his  injury, 
mast  certahi]y  have  given  him  ;  but  whether  with  a  view 
jto  mortify  bun,  by  making  'him  let  ftiB\tui^  ^*a,w  ^W.theF 
*^erely  to  apoU  his  clothee,he  coxkVd  Tiot  fite^wQi  Ui  &i^wnnaa«b, 


Ids  dispatation  wfui,  at  last,  coaclnded  by  Mi's.  Mirran's 
xtsing  that  we  should  all  go  to  Cox's  Mneeum.'  Nobody 
1,  and  can-iages  were  immediately  ordered. 
7  may  down  stturs,  Madame  Duval,  in  a  very  pae- 
lanner,  said,  "  Mafoi,  if  I  wouldn't  g-ii'e  fifty  gnineas 
y  to  know  who  gave  us  that  shove  !  " 
This  Miispum  is  vary  astonishing,  and  very  raperbj    yet 
It  afforded  me   iint  little  pleasure,  for  it  is  a  mere  show, 
though  a  wonderfid  one, 

T  Clement  WUloughhy,  in  our  walk  round  the  room, 
Bd  nie  what  niy  opinion  was  of  this  brilliant  ^ectaele  ! 


■ery  ingeni 


—but   I  f 


"  answered  I ;  "  and 
I  to  vtMf  some- 


"  Escellently  answei'ed  !  "  cried  he  : 
defined  ■my  own  feelings,  though  ii 
bavo  arrived  at.  But  I  wa.s  cerlain  your  taste  wits  too  well 
formed,  to  be  pleased  at  the  eipence  of  your  under- 
standing." 

"  Pardi',"  cried  Madame  Dnval,  "  I  hope  you  twu  ia  diffi- 
U  enoogh  I  I'm  auie  if  you  don't  like  this  you  like  nothing ; 

's  itfiiwuni.— Janii=s  Cox,  an  ingenioua  jeweller  and  cloukmiikfr 
Iinne,ha(l  a  Muwuni  in  Spring  Gni'lens,of  wbu-h  CitCa'oy;Des  fcr 
'  nn,  ue  to  be  tuimd  in  ihe  BiiU^Ji  Mubsuri.  The  East  Indjj 
ly  gave  him  an  onler  fur  two  cloi'kK  tu  be  tent  Ri  the  Empdra 

If  we  may  juilge  frnin  Masijn's  lines.  Cox  did  hii  work  ' 

^rall  ulted  to  Climese  taste. 

"  Si>  when  great  Cox,  at  bis  meobanio  call, 
Kdl  xrient  penrh  from  golden  dragons  fkll, 
Gach  little  dragoncC,  with  braien  grin, 
Oapei  Rir  the  girecious  priie,  and  gulps  it  in. 
Vot  when  wo  peep  behind  tiio  miuic  scene, 
Une  inuatar- wheel  directs  the  whule  mubine] 
The  setf-snmc  pearls,  in  nice  gradation  all, 
Aroand  one  commDn  centre,  rise  and  Fail." 

El'laTLI!   TO   Da.   SbbbueAKB^ 

■ad  years  after  this  present  to  (be  Emperor  of  Cliino,  o  . 
as  tukfln  Ht  the  spoiliDg  of  the  Summer  Paliii.-e  at  Pckin, 
Ngfat  bock  to  England.  For  once,  we  BEree  with  ModBme  Uuval. 
knney — tlmmgh  Evelina  and  Lord  Orviilo— ia  too  hmdoivvVw  \nr 
lirf  the  clever  Mr.  Cox.  He  did  iml  iivoapec,-ttiQiV»  sv-^  -mm 
iil(rf'&j'flfc((Br_K,  permitlod  lj_v  »  special  a«l  ^aaseA  foT  *vi  \™ 


^Ae  r 
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for  it's  tbe  grandQst,  prettiest,  finest  sight  tbat  ever  t  see  in 
England." 

"Wlat,"  cried  the  Captain,  with,  a  sneer,  "I  suppose  tbi» 
may  be  in  your  Frencli  taste  ?  it's  like  ecough,  for  it's  all 
kiclcshmo  work.  But  pr'ythee,  friend,"  turning  to  the  per- 
son ■who  eiplained  the  devicea,  "  will  yon  tell  me  the  ims  of 
all  this  F  for  I'm  not  enough  of  a  conjuror  to  find  it  out." 

"  Use,  indeed  [  "  repeated  Maidame  Duval,  disdainfully  | 
"  Lord,  if  every  thing's  to  be  naefnl ! — " 

"  Why,  Sir,  as  to  that,  Sir,"  s^d  our  conductor,  "  the  in- 
genoity  of  the  mechanism — the  beauty  of  the  wortmanalap 
— the — undoubtedly,  Sir,  any  person  of  taste  may  easily  dia- 
cem  the  utihty  of  such  extraordinary  performances." 

"Why  then.  Sir,"  answered  the  Captain,  "your  person 
of  tasto  must  be  either  a  coxcomb,  or  a  Frenchman  ;  though, 
for  the  matter  of  that,  'tis  the  samo  thing." 

Just  then  our  attention  was  attracted  by  a  pine-apple) 
which,  suddenly  opening,  diacovered  a  neat  of  birds,  which 
immediately  began  to  sing.  "  WeU,"  cried  Madame  Duval, 
"this  is  prettier  than  all  the  reat !  I  declare,  in  all  my 
bravela,  I  never  see  nothing  eleganter," 

"  Hark  ye,  friend,"  said  the  Captain,  "  haat  never  another 
pinc-applor  " 

"Sir? " 

"  Because,  if  thou  haat,  pr'ythee  give  it  us  without  the 
birds;  for,  d'ye  see,  I'm  no  Frenchman,  and  should  reliah 
something  more  substantial." 

This  entertainment  concluded  with  a  concert  of  mechani- 
cal music  ;  1  cannot  explain  how  it  was  produced,  but  the 
effect  was  pleasing.  Madame  Duval  waa  in  ecatosiea ;  and 
the  Captain  flung  himself  into  so  many  ridiculous  distor- 
tions, by  way  of  mimicking  her,  that  he  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  all  the  company ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  Coronation  Anthem,  while  Madame  Duval  was 
afiecting  U>  beat  time,  and  uttering  many  expressions  of  de- 
light, he  called  suddenly  for  salts,  which  a  lady,  appre- 
hending some  distress,  politely  Landed  to  him,  and  which, 
instantly  applying  to  the  nostiilB  of  poor  Madame  Dnvai,  i| 
■he  involuntarily  snuffed  up  each  a  qnauti^,  that  the  pain  II 
'\d  anrpnae  mado  her  scream  aloud.  "W\\eii»\vctewiveced, » 
"  reproached  him  with  Tier  usuaV  veVietnence -,  'W^'Vsa^KM 


amk. 


i  ha  had  taken  that  nioastire  out  of  pore  friendship,  as 
^  concluded,  from  her  raptures,  that  she  was  going  into 
'  hyetericB.  This  escuae  by  no  means  appeased  her,  and  they 
had  a.  violent  quarrel ;  but  the  only  eSect  her  anger  had 
the  Captain,  was  to  Increase  his  diversion.  Indeed, 
langhs  and  talks  so  terribly  loud  in  public,  that  he 
quently  makes  us  ashamed  of  belonging  to  him. 

Madams  Duval,  notwithstanding  her  wrath,  mac 
scruple  of  returning  to  dine  in  Queen  Ann  Street, 
Mirvaa  had  secured  places  for  the  play  at  Drury- 
Tlieati-e,  and,  though  ever  uneasy  in  her  company,  she 
politely  invited  Madame  Uuval  to  he  of  our  party  ;  however, 
she  bad  a  bad  cold  and  chose  to  nurse  it.  I  was  sorry  foi 
her  indisposition  ;  bat  I  knew  not  how  to  be  sorry  she  did 
not  accompany  us,  for  she  is — I  must  not  say  what,  bnt  very 
aiilike  other  people. 

ITJR  places  were  in  the  front  row  of  a  aide-box. 
Clement  Willoagiby,  who  knew  our  intention,  was 
the  door  of  the  theatre,  and  handed  ua  from  the  carriage. 

We  had  not  been  seated  five  minutes  before  Lord  Orville, 
whom  we  saw  in  tile  stage-box,  came  to  us ;  and  he  honoured 
as  with  his  company  all  the  evening  ;  Miss  Mirvan  and  1 
both  rejoiced  that  Madam  Uuval  was  absent,  as  we  hoped 
for  the  enjoyment  of  some  conversation,  uninterrupted  by 
her  quftrrela  with  the  Captain  t  but  I  soon  found  that 
presence  would  have  made  very  little  alteration  ;  for  so 
was  I  from  daring  to  speak,  that  I  km 
look. 

rThe  play  was  Love  for  Love;'  and  though  it  is  frai 
^*^  wit  and  entertainment  1  hope  I  shall  n 

toBented  again  ;    for  it  is  bo  extremely  indelicate- 

ttlis  Boftest  word  I  can — that  Misa  "^xvvan  a.iA\ 


1,  he 
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'.■.-wedy  of  ■'  Love  f..r  IjO\e,"  \&'ia. 


pefp^tnally  out  of  countenance,  and  could  neither  1 
,'  dIwi' nation  a  ourselves,  nor  venture  to  listen  to  iiEioMI 
lit*  fvpi,  Thiii  WB.1  tlie  mnre  provoking,  aa  Lord  Orrilla 
!>  in  c'xi-i'llent  spirits,  and  exueedingiv  entertuining. 
Wlit'ii  tlie  play  was  over,  i  flattered  myself  I  should  be 
ubli'  to  I'lok  aboni  me  with  less  resti-aitit,  as  we  intended  to 
stin'  the  farce ;  but  the  curtain  had  hardly  dropped,  when 
(Jn-  h<iK-(loor  opened,  and  in  came  Mr.  Lore!,  the  a 
ivhiiae  foppery  and  impertiuenoe  1  was  so  much  teamed  al 
the  ball  where  I  Brst  saw  Lord  OrvUIe. 

I  turned  away  my  head,  and  began  talking  to  Mias  Mir- 
van  ;  for  I  waa  desirous  to  avoid  speaking  to  hin 
vain !  for,  as  soiin  as  he  had  made  his  coniplimeiita  to  Lord 
Orville  and  Sir  Clement  WiUnughby,  who  returned  them 
very  coldly,  he  bent  his  head  forward  and  aaid  to  ma,  "  I 
bope,  Ma'am,  you  have  enjoyed  your  bealtl)  since  I  had  the 
honour — I  beg  ten  tlionsand  pardona,  bnt,  I  protest  I  was 
going  to  say  the  honour  of  daitudng  with  you — however,  1 
nean  the  hononr  of  seeing  you  dance  ?  " 

He  spoke  with  a  self-complacency  that  convinced  me  that 

he  had  studied  thia  address,  by  way  of  making  reprisals  for 

■  conduct  at  the  ball  \  I  therefore  bowed  alightly,  bat 

After  a  short  silence  he  again  called  my  atf«ntion,  by  ^ajr^ 
ing,  in  an  easy,  negligent  way,  "  I  think.  Ma'am,  yoa  vat 
never  in  town  before  ?  " 

"No,  Sir." 

"  So  I  did  presume.  Doubtlesa,  Ma'am,  every  thing  muat 
be  in  finitely  novel  to  yon.  Our  customs,  our  manners,  and 
les  el'qwetle'  de  nous  autres,  can  have  very  little  resemblacce 
to  those  you  have  been  nsed  to.  I  imagine.  Ma'am,  your 
retirement  is  at  no  very  small  distance  from  the  capital  ?  " 

1  was  so  much  diaconeertcd  at  this  sneering  speech,  th&t 
I  said  not  a  word  ;  though  I  have  since  thought  my  vexattoi) 
both  stimulated  and  dehghted  him. 

"  The  air  we  breathe  here,  however,  5 
he,  very  conceitedly,  "  though  foreign  to  that  you  have  ^xefy 
accuBtomed  to,  has  not  I  hope  been  at  variance  with  yonr 
health  P  " 

"Mr.  Lnvpl."  siiid  LordOrvWe,  "  ctra\An.D\:^(n 
apai-ed  that  question  ?  " 


"  O,  my  Lord,"  answered  ha,  "  if  health  wei 
Mtasie  of  a  lady'a  bloom,  luy  eye,  1  grant,  had  been  infallibi 
1 1  oni  the  drst  glance  ;  but—" 

'■  Come,  come,"  cried  Mrs.  Mii'van,  "1  must  beg  no 
I  rj  nations  of  that  sort :    Miss  Anrille's  coloui-,  aa  yop  have 
-uecesafully  trie^,  niay,  you  see,  be  heightened ;    but,  I  aa- 
suj-e  you,  it  would  be  past  your  BtilJ  te  lessen  it." 

"  'Pon  honour.  Madam,"  returned  he,  "  yon  wrong  me  ;  I 
(.iresnicBd  not  to  infer  that  rouge  was  tlie  only  succeiJaneum 
for  health  ;  but,  realiy,  I  have  known  so  many  different 
caiiees  for  a  lady's  colonr,  such  as  flushing — aager^mauvoMfi 
honie — and  so  foi-th,  that  I  never  dare  decide  to  which  ii,' 
may  be  owing." 

"  Ah  to  ench  canaes  aa  them  thei'e,"  cried  the  Capttun, 
"  they  m.uat  belong  to  those  that  they  keep  company  with." 

■'  Very  trae.  Captain,"  said  Sir  Cieraent ;  '■  the  natural 
complesion  has  nothing  to  do  with  occasional  sallies  of  the 
passions,  or  any  accidental  causes." 

"  No,  truly,"  returned  the  Captain ;  "  for  now  here'e  me, 
why  I  look  like  any  other  man ;  just  now  ;  and  yet,  if  yon 
were  to  pnt  me  in  a  passion,  'fore  George,  you'd  soon  see  me 
liaVB  as  fine  a  high  colour  as  any  painted  Jezebel  in  all  this 
place,  be  she  never  so  bedaubed." 

"  But,"  said  Loi-d  Orville,  "  the  difference  of  natural  and 
of  artificial  colour  aeema  to  me  very  easily  discerned  ;  thai 
of  nature  is  mottled,  and  varying ;  that  of  art  set,  and  too 
smooth  j  it  wants  th^it  animation,  that  glow,  tha^t  ittdeaefeU)' 
Me  tiymething,  wliich,  even  now  that  1  see  it,  wholly  sur 
[lusaea  all  my  powers  of  expression." 

"Tour  Lordship,"  said  Sir  Clement,  "is  universallj 
L'.knowledged  to  be  a  ctmnoisacur  in  beauty." 

"  And  yon.  Sir  Clement,"  returned  be,  "  an  enthusiast." 

BI  am  proud  to  own  it,"  cried  Sir  Clement;  "in  suoh  a 
B,  and  before  each  objects,  enthusiasm  is  simply  th? 
i^oeinoe  of  not  bciug  blind," 
Pr'ythee,  a  truce  with  all  this  palavering,"  cried  the 
Captain :  "  the  women  are  vain  enough  already  ;  no  need 
for  to  puff  'em  up  more." 

"  We  naUBt  all  submit  to  the  comman^ng  o'Svtet"  fw& 
Sir  Clement :  "  tbereiore,  let  us  cfvll  anotter  au\i\«c\i.  '^'vwr 
/aJios,  how  iare  yon  been  entertained  wH\i  t^«  ^^1  ^ ''  ^ 


» 


"  Want  of  entertainment,"  said  Mrs.  Mirran,  "  is  its  ieaij 
fault;  but  I  own  tliere  are  objeotions  to  it,  which  I  shosU 
be  glad  to  see  removed."  \ 

"  I  conld  have  ventured  to  answer  for  the  ladies,"  wH 
Lord  Orville,  "  since  I  am  Bure  this  is  not  a  play  that  OM 
be  honoured  with  their  approbation." 

"What,  I  suppose  it  is  not  sentimental  enough  !  "  cried 
the  Captain,  "or  else  it  is  too  g'ood  for  them;  for  111 
maintain  it's  one  of  the  best  comedies  in  our  language,  mul 
has  more  wit  in  one  scene  than  there  is  in  all  the  new  playi 
pat  together." 

"  For  my  part,"  said  Mr.  Lovet,  "  I  confena  I  seldon 
listen  to  the  players ;  one  has  so  much  to  do,  in  lookiDg 
about  and  finding  out  one's  acquaintance,  that,  really,  ant 
has  no  time  to  mind  the  stage.  Pray,"  m.ost  affectedly 
filing  his  eyes  upon  a  diamond  ring  on  hia  little  finger, 
"pray — what  was  the  play  to-night  ?  " 

"Why,  what  the  D — 1,"  cried  the  Captain,  "do  yon 
come  to  the  ploy  without  knowing  what  it  is  ?  " 

"  O  yes.  Sir,  yes,  very  fi-equently  :  I  have  no  time  to  read 
play-bilia ;  one  merely  comes  to  meet  one's  friends,  and 
shew  that  one's  alive."  i 

"  Ha,  ha,  ha  !^and  so,"  cried  the  Captain,  "  it  costs  jou 
fiTe  shillings  a-night  jnst  to  shew  you're  alive !  Well, 
faith,  my  friends  should  all  think  me  dead  and  under 
gronnd  before  I'd  be  at  that  espence  for  'em,  Howsoni'* 
ever — this  here  you  may  take  from  me — they'll  find  yon 
ont  fast  enough  if  you  have  any  thing  to  g^ve  'em. — Ajsi 
so  you've  been  here  all  this  time,  and  don't  know  what  the 

"  Why,  really.  Sir,  a  pkiy  inquires  so  much  attention, — 
it  is  scarce  possible  to  keep  awake  if  one  listens ; — for, 
indeed,  by  the  time  it  is  evening,  one  has  been  so  fatigued 
with  dining,— or  wine, — or  the  house,— or  studying, — that 
it  is — it  is  perfectly  an  impossibility.  But,  now  1  think  at 
it,  I  believe  I  have  a  bill  in  my  pocket ;  0,  ay,  here  it  is,— 
Loi'e  for  Love,  ay, — true,  ha,  ha  1 — how  could  I  l)e  eo 

"  0,  easily  enough,  as  to  that,  1  wammt  you,"  said  Ha 
Oaptain ;  "but,  by  my  soul,  Ihis  ^a  one  c]10^«\«i^  yiViwI 
erer  heard  ! — Come  to  a  play,  and-QcAi^nova  ^Ni^'i.'A.SaV 


T  ■nfina.  wM 

'  Vdy,  J  BuppoBe  yon  wouldn't  Uavo  found  it  out,  if  theylia^' 
jjb'd  j-on  off  witb  a  scraping  of  fiddlers,  or  an  opera?— 
Ha,  ha,  ha  ! — Wiiy,  now,  I  Bhould  have  thought  yoo  might 
biive  taken  some  notice  of  one  Mr.  Tattle,  that  is  in  thi* 

Tliis  sarcasm,  whioh  caused  a  general  smile,  made  him 
iiliiiir  :  bnt,  tuming  to  the  Captain  with  a  look  of  conceit^ 
'  Uifh  implied  that  he  Lad  a  retort  ready,  he  Baid,  "Prsq^ 
Sii-,  give  me  leave  to  ask— What  do  you  think  of  one  Mr, 
Jien,  who  is  also  in  thia  play  ?  " 

Tke  Captain,  regarding  him  with  the  utmost  contempt, 
answered  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Think  of  him !— why,  I  think 
he  is  a  man !  "  And  then,  staring  full  in  his  face,  he  struck 
his  cnne  on  the  ground  with  a  violence  that  made  him  start. 
He  did  not,  however,  choose  to  take  any  notice  of  this  ; 
but,  having  bit  his  nails  some  time  in  manifest  confusion, 
he  turned  very  quick  to  me,  and  in  a  sneering  tone  of 
voice,  said,  "  For  my  part,  I  was  most  struck  with  the 
eoiintry  yonng  lady,  Miss  Prue  ;  pray  what  do  you  think  of 
her,  Ma'am  P  " 

"  Indeed,  Sir,"  cried  I,  veiy  much  provoked,  "  I  think— 
Ibat  is,  I  do  not  think  any  thing  about  her."  ■  , 

"  Well,  really.  Ma'am,  you  prodigionsly  snrpriBS  mel-^, 
laaU,  apparaivmeiit  ce  n'ml  qu'une/a^n  deparler  ?— though 
1  ahonld  beg  your  pardon,  for  probably  you  do  not  under- 
stand French  P  " 

I  made  no  answer,  for  I  thought  his  rudeness  intolerable ; 
but  Sir  Clement,  with  great  warmth,  said,  "  1  am  surprised 
t'lat  yon  can  suppose  such  an  object  as  Miss  Prue  would 
i'L^ige  the  attention  of  Miss  Anville  even  for  a  moment." 

"'  O,  Sir,"  returned  this  fop,  "  'tis  the  first  ehara<;ter  in 
I'O  piece! — bo  weU  drawn  1 — so  much  the  thing  l^saoh 
; '  lie  country  breeding — snch  rural  ignorance  !  ha,  ha,  ha ! — 
is  moat  adznirably  hit  off,  'pon  honour  !  " 
1  could  almost  have  cried,  that  such  impertinence  should 
'  levelled  at  me ;  and  yet,  cliapprined  as  I  was,  I  conld 
I  ver  behold  Lord  Orville  and  this  man  at  the  same  time, 
I'i  fee!  any  regret  for  the  ciiu.«e  I  had  given  oi  '^t- 
ptt'usare. 
."JPiff  6m/f  female  in  tho  plHy,"  aaid  Viovi  ^' 
'^jr  of  being  nipntioned  to  these  ladies  i     '     "'' 
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"  Angelica,"  cried  Sir  Clemeot,  "  is  a  noble  ^i  i_ 
her  lover  severely,  bnt  she  revrarda  him  generoaBl] 

''  Yet,  in  a,  trial  so  long,"  said  Mrs.  Mirvan,  "  therS' 
rather  too  mueh  conscioTiBness  of  her  power." 

"  Since  my  opinion  has  the  sanction  of  Mrs.  Mirvan,' 
added  liOi-d  Orville,  "  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  Angelic^ 
bestows  her  hand  rather  with  the  air  of  a  benefactreaa,! 
than  with  the  teudemesa  of  a  miatresB.  Generosity  with* 
out  delicacy,  like  wit  without  judgment,  generally  gives  W 
much  pain  aa  pleasure.  The  uucertainty  in  which  slitt 
keeps  Valentine,  and  her  manner  of  trifling  with  im 
temper,  give  iio  verj'  favourable  idea  of  her  own." 

"Well,  my  Lord,"  aaid  Mr.  Lovel,  "it  must,  howeveTf 
be  owned,  that  uncertainty  ia  not  the  ton  among  our  ladiei 
at  present ;  nay,  indeed,  I  think  they  say, — though  faith,'* 
taking  a  pinch  of  an[i5,  "  I  hope  it  is  not  trae — but  they 
say,  that  we  now  are  most  ahy  and  backward," 

The  curtain  then  drew  up,  and  our  conversation  ceasedJ 
Air,  Lovel,  finding  we  chose  to  attend  to  tlio  players,  leffl 
the  hoi.  How  strange  it  is.  Sir,  that  this  man,  not  conj 
fcented  with  the  large  share  (^  foppery  and  nonsense  whicU 
tie  has  fi'om  nature,  should  think  proper  to  afEeot  yet  more| 
For  what  he  said  of  Tattle  and  of  Miss  Prue,  convinced  mel 
that  he  really  had  liEtened  to  the  play,  though  he  was 
ridiculoos  and  foolish  as  to  pretend  ignorance. 

But  how  lualicious  and  impertinent  \r  this  creature 
talk  to  me  in  such  a  manner !  I  ani  eum  1  hope  I  shalf 
never  see  him  again.  1  fihonld  have  despised  him  hooitiln 
as  a  fop,  had  he  never  spoken  to  tao  at  all ;  but  now,  that 
he  thiuka  proper  to  resent  his  eupposed  ill-ttsage,  I  am 
really  quite  afraid  of  him.  Il 

The  entertainment  was.  The  Deuce  is  in  Him  j '  whioM 
Lord  Orville  observed  to  be  the  most  tini^hed  and  elegant 
petite  piece  that  was  ever  written  in  English.  t 

In  our  way  home,  Mrs.  Mirvan  put  me  into  some  cos^ 
Btemation  by  saying,  it  was  evident,  from  the  reBeutmenlj 

'  Tkc  Dewe  M  id  lli-M.—A  rarce  in  two  acts,  by  Georgio  ColinM],  UM 

Mtr.     It  was  broughl  uul  iitDrurj  Liine  in  Niii  ember,  1763.     ItMCmj 

to  /laie  been  compuun'led  wilh  aV^-Xi  [T»\n  vno  >i^  Mvrmaatet'a  talet>  uj 

fniai  asti'ry  in  tJie  ''iionc!onMftEB,xiiie."   K.\iig,\.\*ec"''«*'«''ii*'*''"q 

popular  ia  the  part  of  Prattle,  ihe  B\>avwn:'>ttg  a\wv\iM»rj  -  [ 
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whicli  tliis  Mr,  Lorel  harbours  of  my  condact,  that  he 
would  tliiuk  it  a,  provocation  sufficiently  important  for  a 
duel,  if  Ills  courage  equalled  his  wrath. 

I  am  ttmfied  at  the  very  idea.  Good  Heaven  !  that  a 
man  so  weak  and  frivolous  should  be  so  revengeful !  How- 
ever, if  bravery  would  have  eieited  liiyn  to  affront  Lord 
Orrille,  how  mnch  reason  have  I  to  rejoice  that  cowardice 
makes  him  contented  with  venting  his  spleen  upon  me  1 
But  we  shall  leave  town  soon,  and,  I  hope,  see  him  no  more. 

It  was  some  consolation  to  me  to  hear  from  Miss  Mirvan, 
that,  while  he  was  speaking  to  me  so  cavalierly,  Lord 
Orville  regarded  tiim  with  great  indignation. 

But,  really,  I  think  there  ought  to  bo  a  book  of  the  laws 
and  customs  a-la-mode,  pi'esented  to  all  younjf  people  upon 
their  first  introduction  into  pubiif  company. 

To-night  WB  go  to  the  opera,  where  I  espeet  very  great 
pleasure.  We  shall  have  the  same  party  as  at  the  play ; 
for  Lord  Orville  said  he  should  be  there,  and  woi  "  '     ' 


LETTER  XXI. 

EVELINA  IN   CONTINOATinN. 

I  HAVE  a  volume  to  write  of  the  adventures  of  yestei'day. 
In  the  afternoon, — at  Berry  Hill  I  should  have  said 
the  evmihig,  for  it  was  almost  six  o'clock,— while  Miss 
Mirvan  and  I  were  dressing  for  the  opera,  and  in  high 
spirits  from  the  expectation  of  great  entertain  men  t  and 
[ileaeure,  we  heard  a  carriage  stop  at  the  door,  and  con- 
Jaded  that  Sir  Clement  Willoughby,  with  his  usual  as- 
"irity,  was  come  to  attend  ua  to  the  Haymarket ;  but,  in 
tv  moments,  what  was  our  surprise  to  see  our  chamber 
r  flung  open,  and  the  two  Miss  Branghtous  enter  the 
a  !  They  advanced  to  me  with  great  familiarity,  saying, 
How  do  yoQ  do.  Cousin  P— 80  we've  cangbt  you  at  the 
'^ia\ — well,  I'm  determined  I'll  tell  my  brother  oit\ift.\.^." 
»  Mirvan,  who  bad  never  before  bbbtx  tfaeni,  anfe.  i;js%i-i 
^uttatSrvt  imagine  who  they  were,  looked,  bo  tb.ti»'ci  »^s»- 
/fiBd,  «ifli  /  was  ready  to  laugh  myBeW,  ti\i.  tVe©\ieefc««i*^ 
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"  We're  comt  to  tako  \  ou  to  the  opera,  Miss ;  pi 
brother  are  below,  and  we  ai'e  to  call  for  yoor  g 
as  we  go  along." 

"  r  am  very  sorry,"  niiswerod  I,  ''  tliat  yun  should  ha¥( 
t»ken  so  mueh  traable,  ns  I  am  enga^d  already." 

"Engaged!  Lord,  Mi  br,  never  mind  that,"  cried  thf 
yoangeat;  "this  yonng  lady  will  make  yonr  exunaea  I  darf 
Bay ;  it's  only  doing  as  ona  would  be  done  by,  yon  know." 

"  Indeed  Ma'am,"  said  Miss  Mirvan,  ■'  I  shall  myself  h( 
very  sorry  to  be  deprived  of  Miaa  AnviOe's  company  thii 
evening." 

"Well,  Mise,  that  is  not  so  very  good-natured  in  yon,' 
said  Misa  Branghton,  "  considering  we  only  oome  to  p« 
our  conBin  pleasure ;  it's  no  good  to  us ;  it's  all  upon  hn 
account ;  for  we  came,  I  don't  know  how  much  roniU 
about  to  take  her  np." 

"  I  am  eKtreraely  obliged  to  you,"  said  T,  "  and  vbtj 
aotry  yon  have  lost  bo  mnch  time ;  but  I  cannot  possibly  hdf 
it,  for  I  engaged  myself  without  knowing  you  would. tiaQ.1 

"Lord,  what  signifies  that?"  said  Miss  Polly,  "yon'n 
no  old  maid,  and  so  you  ueedn't  be  so  very  formal :  befiidBii 
I  dare  say  those  yon  are  oiigiiged  to  a'u't  half  so  near  related 

"  I  must  beg  you  not  to  press  me  any  fui'thei-,  for  1 
asBure  yon  it  ia  not  in  my  power  to  attend  you." 

"  Why,  we  came  all  out  of  the  city  on  purpcise  :  beaidet, 
yonr  grand-aiania  expeets  yoq  ; — and,  pray,  what  are  w«  tio 
say  to  her?  "  i 

"  Tell  her,  if  yon  please,  that  1  am  mneh  concerned,—* 
but  that  I  am  pre-engaged." 

"  And  who  to  f"'  demanded  the  abrupt  Kiss  Branglitoib 

"  To  Mrs.  Mirvan, — ^and  a  large  party." 

"  And,  pray,  what  are  yon  all  going  to  do,  thatit  wonlH 
be  such  a  mighty  matter  for  you  to  come  along  with  ne  t* " 

"  We  are  all  going  to — to  the  opera," 

"  0  dear,  if  that  be  all,  why  can't  we  go  altogether  P  "    i 

I  was  extremely  disconcerted  at  this  forward  and  ignonDtt 

behaviour,  and  yet  their  rudeness  veiy  much  lessened  n] 

coocem  at  refueing  them.     Indeed,  their  dress  was  each  ^ 

K-oald  hare  rendered  tWir  Bciienie  ot  accom^tavpsi^  tjU 

/wn-j- laipracti cable,  even  ii  I^aA  deavcoi'A-,  w\3i  ^^u»t' 


■4id    not    tbsniBelvBs    find    it    out,    I    was    obli^ 
I   the  least   mortifying   1   could   think   of,    to   1 

were   very   ranch   uhntfrined,   and    asked   where   I  ] 

d  sit. 

n  the  pit,"  answered  I. 

ti  the  pit !  "  repeated  Mihb  Branghton  ;  "  woll,  really, 
t  own,  I  should  never  have  supposed  that  my  gowu 
ot  good  enough  for  the  pit :  but  come,  Polly,  let's  go ; 
)B  does  nob  think  as  fine  oiiough  for  her,  why  to  bo 
she  m&y  choose."  I 

rprised  at  this  ignoranca,  I  would  have  PTplained  to  1 
,  that  the  pit  at  the  opera  required  the  eaine  dresa  M  f 
:ea;  but  they  were  so  much  affronted  they  would  I 
r  me ;  and,  in  great  displeasure,  left  the  room,  aay-  I 
ihey  would  not  have  troubled  rae,  only  they  thought  t  1 
d  not  be  ao  proud  with  mj  own  rolatioiis,  and  th&i  I 
'had  at  least  as  good  a  right  to  my  company  aail 
rers.  f 

ideavoared  to  apologise,  and  would  have  sunt  ;i  loug** 
^  ge  to  Madame  Duval :  but  they  hastened  nwity  with- 
istening  to  me ;  aad  I  could  not  follow   them   down 
1^  because  I  was  not  dressed.     The  laGt  words  T  heard 
.1  Bay  were,  "  Well,  her  gi'andmama  will  he  i 

1,  that's  one  good  thing." 
Ongh  I  was  extremely  mad  at  this  risit,  yet  I  so  heartily^ 
L  at  their  going,  that  I  would  not  suffer  mysolf  iom 
i  gravely  about  it,  ^ 

Dn  aiter.  Sir  Clement  iictually  came,  and  we  all  went 
I  stairs.  Mrs.  Mirvan  ordered  tea ;  and  we  were 
3  a,  very  Uvely  conversation,  when  the  serrant 
moed  Madame  Duval,  who  instantly  followed  him  inte 
torn.  ' 

t  face  was  the  colour  of  scarlet,  and  her  eyes  sparkled  I 
fnry.     She  came  up  to  me  with  a  hasty  step,  saying,  ^ 
'*lfjB6,  you  refuses  to  come  to  me,  do  yon  ?    And  pray 
«  yon,  to  dare  to  disobey  me  ?  " 
IS  quite  frightened ; — I  made  no  answpv  -, — \.  ft-^esv 
1  to  rise,  and  could  not,  but  aat  atii,  Taa^a  wo.^ 

'MS. 
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astoniBhuient ;  and  the  Captain  rising  and  wpproaehiiig 
Madame  Duval,  with  a  voice  of  amthority,  said,  "  Wlj, 
how  now,  Mrs.  Turkey-cock,  what's  pnt  yon  into  this  hew 
iiiBterP" 

"  It's  nothing  to  juu,"  antiwered  she,  "  so  you  may  it 
well  hold  yanr  tongae ;  for  I  slia'n't  be  caJIed  to  no  acoomt 
by  you,  I  Mseare  you." 

"  Thei-e  you're  out,  Madam  I'ury,"  returned  he;  "iot 
-ou  muflt  Imow,  I  never  snfFer  any  body  to  be  in  a  paseioB 
n  my  house,  but  myself." 

"  But  yoii  shall,"  cried  ebe,  in  a  great  rage  ;  "  for  I'll  be 
n  as  great  a  passion  as  ever  1  please,  without  asking  vunr 
eiive :  so  don't  give  yourself  no  more  airs  about  it.  And 
IB  for  you  Miss,"  agnux  advancing  to  me,  "  I  order  yon  to 
follow  me  this  moment,  or  else  I'll  make  you  repent  it  tJI 
your  life."     And,  with  these  words,  she  flung  ont  of  tin 

[  was  in   such   extreind   ti;rror,  at  being  addressed  and 

'cntened  in  a  manner  to  which  I  am  so  wholly  nnoBedi, 
that  I  almost  thought  I  should  have  fainted. 

"  Dou't  be  alarmed,  my  love,"  cried  Mrs.  Mirvar,  "  but 
stay  where  you  are,  and  I  will  follow  Madame  Duval,  and 
try  to  bring  her  to  reason." 

MiesMirvan  took  my  hand,  and  most  kindly  endeavoured 
to  raise  my  spirits.  Sir  Clement,  too,  approached  me,  witJi 
an  air  so  interested  in  mj  distress,  that  I  could  not  bnl 
feel  myself  obliged  to  him  ;  and,  taking  my  other  hand, 
said,  "  For  Haiven's  sake,  my  dear  Miidam,  compose  your 
self ;  surely  the  violence  of  such  a  wretch  ought  merely  to 
move  your  contempt  ;  she  can  have  no  right,  I  imagine,  to 
lay  her  coramanda  upon  you,  and  I  only  wish  that  JOB 
would  allow  me  to  speak  to  her." 

'0  no!  not  for  the  world  ! — indued,  I  belicvp,— 1  am 
afraid^I  had  better  follow  her." 

"Follow  her!  Good  God,  my  dear  Miss  Anville,  wouW 
you  trust  yourself  with  a  mad  woman  ?  for  what  else  can 
yon  call  a  creatui'e  whose  passions  ai-e  so  insolent  ?  No, 
no  ;  send  her  word  at  once  to  leave  the  house,  and  tall  her 
/'oa  deaire  that  she  will  never  see  you  again." 
"O  Sir!  you  don't  know  w^io  ■jon.  taSk  dI\ — ^S, -«iwJ4 
m  become  me  to  send  Madiime  "Daval.  axvcV  vv  meswajg^r 


I  But  ivhij,"  i-rieii  he,  (looking  very  inqaisitive,)  "w] 

aid  yoTi  scruple  to  treat  licr  as  she  deaerves  ?  " 
P'flieii  found  that  his  aim  was  to  diacover  tte  nature  of 
mnootion  with  me ;  but  I  felt  so  much  ashamed  of  my 
r  relatioTiship  to  her,  that  I  could  not  persuade  myself 
wer  him,  and  only  inti-eated  that  he  would  leave  lie»] 
1.  Mirvan,  who  just  thou  entered  the  room. 
Jeforo  she  conld  speak  to  me,  the  Captain  called  o 
■ell,  GtKidy,  what  have  you  done  with  Madame  Prenu 
e  cooled  a  little  F  ccmse  if  she  ben't,  I've  jast  thouj 
ft  moet  6«cellent  device  to  bring  har  to." 
p  My  dear  Jivelina,"  aaid  Mrs.  Mirv.iu,  "  J  have  be< 
Inly  endeavouring  to  appease  her  ;  I  pleaded  your  e 
ment,  and  promificd  your  future  attendance :  but  I  an 
bo  aay,  my  love,  that  I  fear  her  rage  n-ill  end  in  i 
breach  (which  I  think  you  had  lie*ter  avoid)  if  she 
r  opposed." 

fi  Then  I  will  go  to  her.  Madam,  '  oi'ied  I ;  "  and,  indeed, 
o  matter,  for  I  should  not  be  able  to  recover  my 
pts  sufficiently  to  enjoy  mucli  pleasure  amj  where  this 

r  Clement  began  3  very  vvaiju  expostulati 

ly,  that  1  would  not  go  j  but  I  begged  hitn  to  deai 

[told  him,  very  honostly,  that,  if  my  complianc 

t  indispensably  necesaary,  I  should  require  no  pen 

He  then  took  my  hand,  to  lead  me  down 

but  the  Captain  desired  him  to  be  quiet,  saying  he  would 

e  himself, "  because  "  he  added,  (exultingly  rubbing 

l  Itanda)  "  I  have  a  wipe  ready  for  the  old  lady,  which 

p  serve  her  to  chew  as  she  goes  along." 

)  found  her  in  the  parlour,  "O  you 

I,  are  you?. — fine  airs  you  give  yourself,  mdeed  ! — wia 

If  you  hadn't  come,  you  might  have  stfiid,  I 

(have  been  a  lieggar  for  your  pains." 

yday,  Madam,"  cried  the  Oapt.ain,  (prancing  ft 
\,  with  a  look  of  great  glee)  "  what,  a'n't  you  got  out 
Shat  thei*  passion  yet  ?  why  then,  I'll  tell  you  what  to 
to  cool  yourself ;  call  upon  joar  old  fi-iend,  Mtmteer  Slippei 
irho  was  with  you  at  Banela^h,  and  givoviv^  Botrvwi^' 
m^eii  bim,  a  he  seteany  store  by  y(mT\\ee\tin>^!aB^^' 
HkivB  joa  waeh  another  souHe  ac  Hi 


:" 
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know  what  I  meati,  and  T'll  warrant,  yttu  lle^I  rio't,  for  mj 

"  Let  him,  if  he  dares  !  "  cried  Madttme  Duval ;  "bnt  I 
shan't  Btay  to  anewei'  you  no  more  ;  yon  are  a  rnlgar  fellow ; 
■ — and  80,  child,  let  us  leave  him  to  himself." 

"  Hark  ye,  Madani,"  ci-ied  the  Captaiii,  "  you'd  beet  not 
call  names ;  because,  d'ye  sec,  if  yon  do,  I  shall  make  bold 
to  akew  you  the  door." 

She  changed  colour,  and  saying,  "  Pardi,  I  can  shew  it 
myeolf,"  hurried  out  of  the  roooi,  and  I  followed  her  into  a 
hackney-coach.  But,  before  we  drove  off,  the  Captain, 
looking  out  of  the  pai'Ionr  window,  called  out  "  D'ye  har, 
Madam,  don't  forget  mj  message  to  Mojiseer." 

Tou  will  believe  our  ride  was  not  the  moat  agraeable  is 
the  world ;  indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  which  was 
least  pleased,  Hadame  Duval  or  me,  though  the  reaaonB  oi 
oiu'  discontent  were  so  different :  however,  Madame  Duval 
soon  got  the  start  of  me  ;  for  we  had  hardly  turned  out  of 
Queen  Ann  Street,  when  a  man,  running  full  speed,  stopt 
the  coach.  He  oame  ap  to  the  window,  and  I  saw  he  waa 
the  Captain's  servajit.  He  had  a  broad  grtti  on  his  faoe,  and 
panted  for  breath.  Madame  Duval  demanded  his  business: 
"  Madam,"  answered  he,  "my  master  desires  liie  com.pli- 
ments  to  you,  and — and — and  lie  says  lie  wishes  it  well  over 
with  yon.     Hu  !  he  !  he  ! — " 

Madame  Duval  instantly  darted  foi'ward,  and  gave  1""" 
a  violent  blow  on  the  face ;  "  Take  that  back  for  yonr 
answer,  sirrah,"  cried  slie,  "  and  learn  not  to  grin  at  youi 
betters  another  time.     Coachman,  drive  on  !  " 

The  servant  was  in  a  n'nlent  passion,  and  swore  terribly; 
but  we  were  soon  out  of  hearing. 

The  rage  of  Madame  Duval  was  greatei'  than  ever ;  uid 
she  inveighed  nj^ainst  the  Captain  with  anch  fury,  that  I 
was  even  appreliensive  she  would  have  returned  to  his 
house,  pnrposely  to  reproach  him,  which  ahe  repeatedly 
threatened  to  do  ;  nor  would  she,  I  believe,  have  hesitated 
a  moment,  but  that,  notwithstanding  her  violence,  he  has 
really  made  her  afraid  of  him. 

When  we  came  to  her  lodgings  we  found  all  the 
vias  ia  the  passage,  impatiently  w.dt\ng  it>T  -aa  -wi 
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Ko,  here's  Misa  I  "  cried  the  brother. 

I  declare  T  thouglil  as  much  !  "  said  the  yoni 

"  Why,    MiBB,"    said    Mr,    Brajigliton,    "  I    think 
inigbt  as  well  have  come  with  your  coasins  at  once ; 
throwing  money  in  the  dii-t,  to  pay  two  t'oacbc 

"  Lord,  father,"  cried  the  son,  "  make  no  worda  abt 
that ;  foi"  I'll  pay  for  the  coach  that  Miss  had." 

"  O,  I  know  very  well,"  answered  Mr.  Branghtoi 
you're  always  more  ready  to  spend  than  to  earn." 

I  then  interfered,  and  begged  that  I  might  myself  be 
allowed  to  pay  the  fai'c,  as  the  eipence  was  inonrred  upon 
my  account;  they  all  said  'lo,  and  proposed  that  the  same 
coach  should  carry  ns  to  the  opera, 

Wbile  this  passed,  the  Miss  Branghtons  were  examimng 
my  dress,  which,  indeed,  waa  very  improper  for  my  company  ; 
and,  as  1  was  extremely  unwilling  to  be  so  conspicnoas 
amongst  them,  I  requested  Madame  Duval  to  borrow  a  hat 
or  bonnet  for  me  of  the  people  of  the  house.  Bat  she  ne 
wears  either  herself,  and  thinks  them,  very  English  and  h 
barotis  ;  therefore  she  insisted  that  I  should  go  full  dressed 
sa  I  had  prepared  myself  for  the  pit,  though  T  made  i 
objections. 

We  were  then  all  crowded  into  tho  aaiue  carriage ;  but 
when  we  arrived  at  the  opera-house,  I  contrived  to  pay  fc' 
coaclmiati.     They  made  a  great  many  speeches ;   but  Mr. 
Branghton's  reflection  had  determined  me  not  to  be  indebted 

If  I  bad  not  hoen  too  much  ohf^rinod  to  laugh,  I  should 
have  been  extremely  diverted  at  their  ignorance  of  whatever 
belongs  to  an  opera.  In  the  first  place  they  conld  not  tell 
at  what  door  we  ought  to  enter,  and  we  wandered  about  (or 
some  titiio,  without  knowing  which  way  to  turn  ;  they  did 
not  choose  to  apply  to  mo,  though  I  was  the  only  person  of 
liie  party  who  bad  ever  before  been  at  an  opera  ;  because 
they  wore  unwilling  to  suppose  that  their  country  oentsin,  ae 
they  were  pleased  to  call  me,  should  be  better  awyMsivi^eA 
wrth  any  London  public  place  than  t^jemseV^ea.  \-v(*&N*st^ 
Jl^SfarBPt  and  careJess  upon  tUis  subject,  \  ^im^iisA.  w.'^'^* 
fcp-aiflndiog-  ihat  my  dpRRf.,  bo  ASfievem^  ^«o-  '*'**'  * 
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the  company  to  which  I  belonged,  attrftct<?d  ■r^nern.l  ntrtice 
aiid  obsBVVfition. 

In  a  short  time,  howevdv,  we  arrived  tit  oni'  i>t  the-  doo!> 
keeper's  bars.  Mr.  Branghton  demanded  for  wliat  part  of 
the  houee  they  took  money  ?  They  answered,  the  pit ;  and 
regarded  ns  all  with  great  earnestnesB.  The  aon  then 
advancing,  said  "  Sir,  if  you  please,  T  beg  that  1  may  treat 

"  We'll  settle  that  another  time,"  ajjswered  Mj".  Brwigb- 
ton,  and  put  down  a  guinea. 

Two  tickets  of  admisaion  Here  given  to  him. 

Mr.  Branghton,  in  his  turn,  now  stared  at  the  door-keeper, 
and  demanded  what  he  meant  bj  giring  him  only  two 
tickets  for  a  guinea.. 

"  Only  two,  Sir  !  "  said  the  man  ;  "  why,  don't  yon  kno*T 
that  the  tickets  are  half-s-guinea  eaoh  ?  " 

"  Half-a-guinea  each  !  "  repeated  Mr.  Branghton,  "  why, 
I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  in  my  life  !  And  pray,  Sir, 
how  many  wiU  they  admit  ?  " 

"  Jnst  as  nsTial,  Sir,  one  person  each. 

"  But  one  person  for  half-a-guinea!-  why,  1  only  nuit 
to  Bit  in  the  pit,  friend." 

"  Had  not  the  ladies  botCi;:!-  eit  in  the  gaileiy.  Sir ;  for 
they'll  hardly  choose  to  go  into  the  pit  with  their  hats  oa"" 

"  O,  as  to  that,"  cried  Miss  Branghton,  "  if  our  hats  Q 
too  high,  we'll  take  them  off  when  we  get  in.  I  sha'i 
mind  it,  for  I  did  my  hair  on  purpose." 

Another  party  then  approaching,  the  door-keeper  could 
no  longer  attend  to  Mr.  Branghton  ;  who,  toking  op  the 
guinea,  told  him  it  should  he  long  enough  before  he'd  see  it 
again,  and  walked  away. 

The  young  ladies,  in  some  confusion,  expressed  their, 
prise  that  their  papa  should  not  know  the  opera  pricMi 
which,  for  their  parts,  they  had  read  in  the  papers  a  thou- 
sand times. 

"  The  price  of  stooks,"'  said  he,  "  is  enough  for 
after ;  and  I  took  it  for  granted  it  was  the  Bftme  thii  g  hert 
DB  at  the  play-house." 

"J  knew  well  enough  what  the  price  ww,"  said  (he 
"  bnt  I  vFOuId  oat  speak,  beoaiiea  \  fcoii^t  ^levV^^  " 
tait:  Jess,  as  we're  snch  alavge  pwrt^." 
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3  smtore  both  langbeil  very  contempbuoasly  at  tluB 
md  Bfiked  him  if  he  ever  heard  of  people's  abating  any 

Big  at  a  public  place  ? 

pi  don't  know  whether  J  iiavi^  or  no."  answered  h*^ 
ire  if  they  would,  you'd  like  it  so  much  1 

"Very  tme,  Tom,"  cried  Mr.  Branghton  ;  " 
D  that  any  thing  ie  reasonable,  and  she'll  be  e 
t." 

"Well,"  said  Mibb  Polly,  "I  hope  that  aunt  and  Mio^  ■ 
will  be  of  our  side,  for  papa  always  takes  part  with  Tom." 

"  Come,  come,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  if  yon  stand  tt 
ing  here,  we  sha'n't  get  no  place  at  all." 

Mr.  Branghton  then  enquired  the  way  to  the  gallery ; 
iiud,  when  we  came   to   the   door-keeper,  demanded    what 

"  The  usual  price.  Sir,"  said  the  man. 
"Then   give   me   change,"  cried    Mr.   Branghti 
imtting  down  his  guinea. 
"  For  how  many,  Sir  : 

"  WLy — let's  HCe, for  six." 

"  For  six.  Sir  ?  why,  you've  gjvfn  me  but  a  guinea." 
"  Bui  a  guinea  !  why,  how  much  would  yon  have  ?  lai 
pose  it  i'n't  half -a-guinea  a  piec*  here  too  ?  " 
"  JSo,  Sir,  only  five  shillings." 
Mr.  Braughtnn  again  took  up  hia  unfortunate  guinea, 
Bud  protested  he  would  submit  to  no  such  imposition.     1 
Lthen  proposed  that  we  ehould  return  home,  but  Madame 
^^Tal  would  not  consent ;   and  we  were  conducted,  by  a 
mam  who  sells  books  of  the  opera,  to  another  galiery- 
r,  wLere,  after  gome  disputing,  Mr.  Branghton  at  laet 
pd,  and  we  all  went  up  stairs. 
Madame  Duval  complained  very  much  of  the  trouble  of 
g  eo  high  ;  but  Mr.  Branghton  desired  her  not  to  hold 
B  place  too  cheap ;  "  for,  whatever  yon  think,"  cried  he, 
a  I  paid  pit  price  ;    ao  don't  anppoRe  1  come 
0  save  my  money." 
''Wall,  to  be  sure,"  said  Miss  Branghton,  "there's  nn 
g  of  a  place  by  the  outside,  else,  1  Hiast  -nee&a  kkj, 
_  Bothing  very  ertraordiuaty  in  the  Btaii-ca»ft" 
rSat,  when  we  entered  the  gallery,  fheit  anuMJfeMk^rA.  Mi*i 


diaSippoiutnieiili  became  general.  For  a,  fen  iiietanta,  the; 
lool^  at  one  another  withmit  apealring,  and  then  they  fdl 
bfoke  silence  at  once. 

"  Lord,  papa,"  exclaiined  MisB  Polly,  "  why,  yon  hara 
bronght  hb  to  the  one-shilling  gallery  !  " 

"  I'll  be  glad  to  give  you  two  shillings,  thongh,"  answeied 
he,  "to  pay.  I  waa  never  bo  fooled  out  of  my  money  be- 
fore, Bince  the  hour  of  my  birth.  Either  the  door-keeper's 
a  knave,  or  this  is  the  greatest  imposition  that  ever  yna 
pnt  upon  the  public" 

'■' Ma/oi,"  cried  Madime  Duval,  "  I  never  sat  in  aueh  > 
mean  place  in  all  mj  life ; — why,  it's  sm  high — we  sh  '  ' 
Bee  nothing." 

•'  I  thought  at  the  time,"  said  Mr.  Branghton,  " 
three  BhilliugB  was  an  exorbitant  price  for  a.  place  ib 
gallery  :  but  as  we'd  been  asked  so  much  at  the  other  doora, 
why  I  paid  it  without  many  words  ;  but  then,  to  be  sure, 
thinks  I,  it  can  never  be  hke  any  other  gallery,  we  shall  aeo 
some  orinkum-crimhii'nt  or  other  for  our  money ;  but  T  find 
it's  as  arrant  a  take-in  as  ever  I  met  with." 

"  Why,  it's  as  like  the  twelve-pet  my  gallcay  at  Drarv 
Lane,"  cried  the  son,  "as  two  peas  are  to  one  another.  I 
never  knew  father  so  bit  before." 

"  Lord,"  said  Mies  Branghton,  "  I  thought  it  would  hxn 
been  quite  a  fine  pla^e, — all  over,  I  don't  know  what, — and 
done  quit*  in  taste." 

In  this  manner  they  continued  to  express  their  dissatis- 
faction till  the  cnrtain  di'Ow  np  ;  after  which  their  observa- 
tions were  very  curious.  They  made  no  allowance  for  &» 
customs,  or  even  for  the  language,  of  another  couuti-y  j  bnl 
formed  all  their  remarks  upon  comparisons  with  the  EngtiA 
theatre. 

Notwithstimding  my  vexation  at  having  been  forced  into 
a  party  so  very  disagreeable,  and  tliat,  too,  from  one  so 
much — ao  very  much  the  contrary — yet,  would  they  have 
suffered  me  to  listen,  I  should  have  forgotten  every  thing' 
unpleasaiit,  and  felt  nothing  but  delight  iu  hearing  the  swCCt 
voice  of  Signer  Millico,  the  first  singer ;  but  they  tormented 
me  with  continual  talking. 

"  What  a  jabbeiing  they  make  !  "  cried  Mr.  BranghtoDi 
1  knowing  a  word  they  say.     Pray,  wliat's  tie 


nRBon  they  ofiu't  as  well  sing  in  l!)Dglii;h  ? — bnt  I  snppt 
tLie  tint'  folks  woald  not  like  it,  if  they  conid  undorstniid  ifufl 

"  How  nnnatnraJ  their  action  is  !  "  said  thoBt 
;iow,  who  ever  saw  na  Eaglishmaii  put  klmfielf  in  such  o 
of-tlio-waj  postoreB  P  '' 

"  ITor  my  part,"  said  Miss  Polly,  "  I  thiDk  it's  vury  prefctr 
only  1  don't  know  what  it  means." 

"  Lord,  what  does  that  Bignify,"  cried  her  sister ;  "  mftynT| 
one  like  a  things  without  being  so  very  particnlaf  ? — Toi 
may  see  that  Miss  likes  it,  and  I  don't  suppose  she  knoWi 
more  of  the  matter  than  we  do.'' 

A  gentleman,  aoon  aftrr,  was  so  obliging  as  to  make 
room  in  the  fiunt  row  for  Miss  Branghton  and  me.  We  had 
DO  sooner  seated  ourselveB,  than  M.iGS  Branghton  exclaimed, 
"  Good  gracious  !  only  see  ! — why,  Polly,  all  the  people 
the  pit  are  without  hnta,  dressed  like  any  thing !  " 

"  Lord,  so  they  are,"  cried  Miss  Polly;  "well,  I  i 
fiaw  the  like ! — it's  worth  coming  to  the  opera,  if  one  8 
nothing  else." 

1  was  then  able  to  distinguiah  the  happy  party  I  had  iof 
Bad  1  saw  that  Lord  Orville  ba^  seated  himself  next  to  Mi 
Mirvun.     Sir  Clement  bad  his  eyes  perpetually  cast  towards 
'lie  five  shilling  galleiy,  whoi-e  I  suppose  he  concluded  that 
we  were  seated  ;  howerei',  before  the  opera  was  over,  1  have 
reason  to  believe  that  he  had  discovered  me,  high  and  c 
tant  aa  I  was  from  him.     Probably  he  distinguished  n 
my  head-dress. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  act,  as  the  green  curtain  droppc 
lo  prepare  for  the  dance,  they  imagined  that  the  opera  wi 
ilone;  and  Mr.  Brang'litoi'  cipresaed  great  indignation  that 
lie  had  been  triokfd  out  of  his  money  with  bo  little  trouble. 
'Now,  if  any  Englishman  was  to  do  such  an  impudent 
'hing  as  this,"  said  he,  "why,  he'd  be  pelted; — but  hertT" 
"lie  of  these  outlandish  gentry  may  do  just  what  he  plea 
mid  come  on,  and  squeak  out  a  tiong  or  two,  and  then  p 
y-nr  money  without  further  ceremony." 

However,  80  doleruiined  ho  was  to  lie  dissatisfied,  that,! 
loiv  the  oonolnsion  of  the  third  act,  be  found  still   i 
fiult   with   the   opera  for   being   too   long ;  and   wondered 
T  they  thought  their  singing  good  enough  to  servo  n 
IT  supper. 
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During  the  HjTnphonv  of  a  Bong  of  Signer  tiiliioo's,  ii 
the  second  act,  ;formg  Mr.  Branghton  Baid,  "  It's  my  bejie 
that  that  fellow's  going  to  sing  another  Bong ! — why,  th««'i 
nothing  but  singing  ! — I  wonder  when  they'll  speak." 

This  song,  which  was  alow  and  pathetic,  caught  all  mj 
attention,  and  I  leaned  my  head  forward  to  avoid  hesrtuf 
tlieir  observations,  that  I  might  listen  without  interraptioni 
biit.,  npon  turning  round,  when  the  song  was  over,  I  found 
Ih.'it  I  was  the  ohject  of  generfil  diversion  to  the  wholf 
piirty ;  for  the  Miss  Branghtons  were  tittering,  and  the  tmj 
gentlemen  making  Bigna  and  faoea  at  mo,  implying  tbeil 
contempt  of  my  affectation. 

This  discovery  determined  me  to  appear  as  inattentive  al 
themselves  ;  bat  I  was  very  mnch  provoked  at  being  thM 
prevented  enjoying  the  only  pleaBUi'e,  which,  in  such  a 
party,  was  within  my  power. 

"  So  Miss,"  said  Mi".  Bmingiittm,  "  you're  quits  in  the 
fashion,  I  see  ; — so  you  like  operas  ?  ■well,  I'm  not  bo  polite; 
I  can't  like  nnnsenae,  let  it  he  never  so  much  the  taste." 

"  But  pray,  Miaa,"  said  the  son,  "  what  makes  that  fellow 
look  BO  doleful  while  he  is  singing  ?  " 

"  Probably  because  the  character  he  performs  i.i  in  distreM." 

"  Why,  then,  I  think  he  might  aa  well  let  alone  singing 
till  he's  in  better  cue :  it's  out  of  all  nature  for  a  man  W 
be  piping  when  he's  in  distress.  For  my  part,  I  never  sing 
hut  when  I'm  merry ;    yet  I  love  a  song  as  well  as  most 

When  the  curtain  dropt  they  all  rejoiced. 

"How  doyottlikeit?" — and"'Howdoi/''«likeit?"[)OBsed 
from  one  to  another  with  tooka  of  the  utmost  contempt. 
"  As  for  me,"  said  Mr.  Branghton,  "  they've  caught  me  once; 
but  if  ever  they  de  again,  I'll  give  'em  leave  to  sing  ma  to 
Bedlam  for  my  pains  :  for  such  a  heap  of  stufi  never  did  I 
hear :  there  isn  t  one  ounce  of  sense  in  the  whole  open, 
nothing  but  one  continued  Bqiieaking  and  squalling  from 
beginning  to  end." 

"If   I   hiul   been  in  the   pit,"   said   Madame  DuvftL  "I 

should  have  liked  it  yaatly,  for  mosic  ia  my  paaaion ;    bnt 

sitting  in  such  a  plane  as  this,  is  quite  unbearable.'' 

Miss  Branghton,  looking  atme,  dedKrediths*  si 

ffffnJee/  cnongh  to  admire  it. 


..i,^m 


Mies  Polly  cunfesEHd,  tliat,  if  tliey  would  bul:  Hing  hlngUt^ 
she  would  like  it  rery  well. 

The  bi-otiier  wished  he  eould  raise  a  riotiu  thehouae,  \ 
cause  then  he  might  get  his  money  ^aiu. 

And,    Snally,    they    all   agreed   that    it   was   mmistrott 

During  the  last  dance,    I   perceived  standing  near  the 
gallery-door,  Sir  Clemeut  WiUoughby.     I  was  extremely 
veiod,  and  would  have  given  the  world   to  have  avoided 
l)eing  aeen  by  him  ;    my  chief  objection  was,  from  the  ap- 
preliensiou  that  he  would  hear  Miss  Branglibon  call  me 
iiiiwi'ii.^T   fear  you   will   think   thia   London   journey   has 
tiiaiie  mo  grow  very  proud  ;  but  indeed  this  family  is  so  low-, 
bied  and  mlgar,  tbat  I  should  be  equaUy  ashamed  of  si 
a  connection  in  the  country,  or  any  where.     And  really 'fl 
Imd  already  been  ao  much  chagrined  that  Sir  Clement  h 
been  a    witi.esB  of  Madame  Duval's  power  over  m 
I  conUJ  not  bear  to  ho  exp"Bed   to  any  further  i 

As  the  Beats  cleared,  by  parties  going  away,  Sir  Olemeirt 
Ijproached  nearer  to  ns.  The  Miss  Branglitons  observed 
ijth  surprise,  what  a  fine  gentleman  was  come  into  the 
-iillery  1  and  they  gave  me  great  reason  to  expect,  that  they 
■Mjuld  endeavour  to  attr;ict  his  notice,  by  familiajity  with 
me,  whenever  he  shonld  join  us  ;  and  so  I  formed  a  sort  of 
[ilan  to  pi'Cvent  any  cooverHation.  I'm  afraid  you  will 
l.liink  it  wrong  ;  and  BO  I  do  myself  cow  ;— but,  at  the 
time,  1  only  considered  how  I  might  aviiid  i 
li  ail)  illation. 

As  soon  as  he  was  ivithin  two  seats  of  us,  he  spoke^ 
me:    "  I  am  veiy  happy,  MisB  Anville,  to  have  foimd  y 
'or  the  ladies  below  have  each  an  humble  attendant,  i 
Imrefore  I  tan  come  to  olTur  my  semcea  here." 

"  Why  f.hen,''  cried  I,  (not  without  hesitiitlug)  "if  y 
iilcLiae, — I  will  join  them." 

"  Will  you  allow  me  the  honour  of  conducting  yot 
wied  he  eagerly ;  and,  instantly  tiiking  my  hand,  he  would 
have  marched  away  with  me :    but  1  tiirued  to  1A»A^.l^il^ 
DavaJ,  and  said,  "As  our  party  ia  sola,Tge,"i&sv.6.wco-ft>"'A  NO'i 
«ill  give  Bie  leave,  J  will  go  down  Vo  Mrs.  ^vvveAi., 'Ow*^.  ^ 
mr  not  civwd  yoa  in  (he  ooavh." 


And  tten,  withont  waiting  for  tin  answer,  I  Buffered  Sil 
Clement  to  hand  me  out  of  the  gallery. 

Madame  Duval,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  very  angiy ;  and  so 
I  am  with  myself  now,  and  therefore  I  cannot  be  surprised  i 
but  Mr.  Branghton,  1  am  sure,  will  easily  comfort  himself, 
in  having  eseiiped  the  additional  ooach-expenc«  of  carrying 
me  to  Queen  Aun  8treot;  as  to  his  daughters,  thej  had 
no  time  to  spen.k  ;   but  I   saw  they  were  in  utter   am.ize- 

My  intention  was  to  join  Mrs.  Mirvan,  and  accompany 
her  home.  Sir  Clement  was  in  high  spirits  and  good- 
hnniour ;  and  all  the  way  wo  went,  I  was  fool  enough 
to  rejoice  in  secret  at  the  euccess  of  my  plan ;  nor  was 
it  till  I  got  down  stairs,  and  amidst  the  servants,  that 
any  difficulty  occurred  to  me  of  meeting  with  m; 
friends. 

I  then  asked  Sir  Clement,  how  I  should  contviva  to 
aoqnaint  Mrs.  Mirvan  that  1  had  left  Madame  Duval  P 

"  I  fear  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  find  her,"  ansvvered 
lie  ;  "  bat  you  can  have  no  objection  to  jjcrmitting  Die  to  sai 
you  safe  home." 

Ho  then  desired  liis  sei'vivnt,  who  was  wnitiug,  to  order 
his  chariot  to  draw  up. 

This  quite  startled  me ;  I  turned  to  him  hastily,  and 
said  that  I  could  not  think  of  going  away  without  Mi«. 
Mirvan. 

"  Bub  how  can  we  meet  with  her  ?  "  cried  he  ;  *'  yon  will 
not  choose  to  go  into  the  pit  yourself  ;  I  cannot  send  s 
servant  there;  and  it  is  impossible  for  iite  to  go  and  leave 
you.  alone." 

The  truth  of  this  wii.s  indisputable,  and  totally  silenced 
me.  Yet,  as  soon  as  I  couIH  recollect  myself,  I  determined 
not  to  go  into  his  chariot,  and  told  him  I  believed  I  had 
best  return  to  my  party  up  stairs. 

He  would  not  hear  of  this  ;  and  earnestly  intreated  me  mt 
to  withdraw  the  trust  I  had  i-eposed  in  him. 

Wliile  he  was  speaking,  I  saw  Lord  OrviUe,  with  sevenl 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  coming  from  the  pit  pnseage:  unfor- 
tunately he  saw  me  too,  and,  leaving  hie  company,  advanced 
instantly  towards  me,  and,  with  an  air  and  voice  of  surpr^, 
jaid,  "  Good  God,  do  1  see  Miss  Anville !  " 


tiost  Beverelj  felt  the  folly  of  my  plai 
wardnesB  of  my  situation  :    however,  1  hastened  to  tell* 
Itim,  though  in  a,  LeattEbting  manner,  that  I  was  waiting  for 
Mrs.  Mircan ;    hut  what  was  my  diaiippoiutment,  wlien  he 
wquainted  m.e  that  she  wiis  already  gone  home  ! 

I  was  ineipresaibly  diatreased  ;  to  auffer  Lord  Orville  to 
think  m.e  satisfied  with  the  single  protection  of  Sir  Clement 
Willoughby,  I  could  not  beiir ;  yeb  I  was  more  than  ever 
iiveree  to  retummg  to  a  party  which  I  dreaded  his  seeing. 
1  stood  some  moments  in  suspense,  and  could  not  help  eK- 
daiming,  "  Good  Heaven,  what  can  I  do !  " 

"  Why,  my  dear  madam,"  cried  Sir  Clement,  "  should  you 
bfl  thus  uneasy  ?— -you  will  reach  Queen  Aon  Street  almoat  _ 
as  soon  as  Mra.  Mirvan,  and  1  am  snre  you  cannot  don.b( 
being  as  safe." 

I  made  no  answer,  and  Lord  Orville  then  said, 
coach  is  here  ;  and  my  servaiite  are  ready  to  take  any 
mimds  Miss  Anville  will  honour  me  with  for  them.     I  ahi 

liijself  go  home  in  a  chair,  and  therefore " 

How  grateful  did  I  feel  for  a  proposal  so  uousiderat*, 
niiuio  with  so  much  delicacy  !  1  should  gladly  have 
i^ted  it,  liad  I  teen  permitted,  but  Sir  Clement  would  not 
let  him  even  finish  his  speech ;  he  inten-npted  him  with 
etident  displeasure,  and  paid,  "  My  Lord,  my  own  chariot 
is  DOW  at  the  door." 

And  just  then  the  servant  came,  and  told  him  the  a 
fiage  waa  ready.     He  begged  to  have  the  honour  of 
ducting  me  to  it,  and  would  have  taken  my  hand ;    I 
drew  it  back,  saying,  "  I  can't — -I  can't  indeed  !  pray  go 
joorself — and  as  to  me,  let  me  have  a  ohai] 
"  Impossible,"  cried  he  with  vehemence, 
ol  tntsting  you  with  strange  chairmen, — I  cannot  answer  ij 
lo  Mrs.  Mirvan  ;^ — come,  dear  Madam,  we  shall  be  home 
five  minutes." 

Again  I  stood  suspended.     With  what  joy  would  I  thai 
-ivecompromised  with  my  pride,  to  have  been 
l^iilame  Daval  and  the  Branghtons,  provided  I  had  not  met 
>  ^h  Lord   Orville  !    HoweTer,  I  flatter  myself  that  he  not 
■ilyaaw  but  pitied  my  embaiTassment ;  for  he  said  in 
li  voice  umisnally  soft-ened,  "  To  offer  jny  services 
I'l-wience  of  Sir  Clement  Willoughby  woiiiiVie  *»i.^i 
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but  1  hope  I  need  uut  asBure  Mies  Anville  kow  liuppy  i' 
would  make  me  to  be  of  the  least  use  to  hei-." 

I  coortaied  my  thanks.  Sir  Clement,  with  great  earuest 
ness,  pressed  me  to  go ;  and  while  T  waa  thus  uneaoU; 
deliberatiiig  what  to  do,  the  dtmue,  I  suppose,  finished,  fo 
the  people  crowded  down  stairs.  Had  Lord  Oryille  itei 
repeated  his  offer,  1  would  have  accepted  it  uotwithatMidinj 
Sir  Clement's  repugnance ;  bat  I  fancy  he  thought  it  wonli 
be  impertinent.  In  a  very  few  minntca  I  heard  Madam' 
DuvbI'b  voice,  as  she  descended  from  the  gallery.  "  Wdl,' 
cried  I  hastily,  "  if  I  must  go — ■"  I  atopt ;  bat  Sir  Clomoi 
immediately  handed  me  into  his  chariot,  called  oat,  "  Qnee 
Ann  Street"  and  then  jumped  in  himself.  Lord  Orvillc 
with  a  bow  and  a  half  smile,  wished  me  good  night. 

My  concern  was  so  great  at  being  seen  and  left  by  Lori 
Orville  in  so  strange  a  situation,  that  I  should  have  beei 
best  pteaaed  to  hare  remained  wholly  silent  during  oar  nd 
home  ;  hat  Sir  Clement  took  care  to  prevent,  that, 

Ue  began  by  making  many  complaints  of  my  onwilling 
ness  to  trust  myself  with  him,  and  begged  to  know  wha 
could  be  the  reason  ?  This  question  so  much  embaJTaBset 
ms,  that  I  could  not  tell  what  to  answer ;  but  only  said 
that  I  was  sorry  to  have  taken  up  so  much  of  his  time. 

"O  Mias  Anville,"  cried  he,  taking  my  baud,  "  if  yoi 
knew  with  what  transport  I  would  dedicate  to  you  not  c»il] 
the  present  but  all  the  future  time  allotted  to  me,  jou  woato 
uot  injure  nie  by  makiug  such  an  apology," 

I  could  not  think  of  a  word  to  say  to  this,  nor  to  a  gr«»( 
many  other  equally  fine  speeches  with  which  he  ran  oa\ 
though  I  would  fa,in  have  withdrawn  my  hand,  and  mtuk 
almost  continaal  attempts ;  but  in  vain,  for  ho  actuallj 
grasped   it  between   both   hia,   without  any  r^ard   to  mj 


Soon  aftei',  he  said  that  he  believed  the  coachman  WH 
going  the  wrong  way;  and  he  called  to  hia  aerrtnfc 
and  gave  him  directions.  Then  again  addressing  blmMli 
to  me,  "  How  often,  how  assiduously  have  I  sought  W 
opportunity  of  spi^aking  to  you,  without  tho  presenoe  ol 
that  brute.  Captain  Mirvan !  Fortune  has  now  kindlj 
favoured  me  with  one ;  and  permit  me,"  again  seizing  mj 
biinti,  "permit  me  to  use  it  in  telling  you  that  I  adore  you. 


1  (•haudei'struck   at    thia   abrupt 
1  deoIaratbD.     ITor  eome  momenta  I  wai 
I  reooTered  frota  my  anrpiiBe,  I  anid,  "  Indeed,  I 
were  determinod  to  luako  mo  repent  leaving  my  o 
ia  fooliBhly,  you  havQ  very  well  succeeded." 
y  dearest  life,"  cried  he,  "  is  ifc  possible  you  can  be  ao, 
cmel  ?    Dau  your  natape   and    yoni"  cnnnlenance   be  i 
totally  opposite  P    Ca,a  the  sweet  bloom  upon  those  chitrii 
tog  (^eeks,  which  appears  na  much  the  result  of  j 
(  beauty — " 
jFO,  Sir,"  cried  I,  iuterrupting  hiui,  "thia  is  voi'y  t 
B  I  had  hoped  wo  had  had  eoough  uf  (liia  sort  of  cc 
I  at  the  Kidotto,  and    I   did  not  expect  you  \ 
HI  reanine  it." 

1^  What  I  then  said,  my  sweet  repi'oaeher,  was  the  pfVcct 
\  mistaken,  a  profaue  idc.i,  that  your  understanding  held 
I oompetttion  with  your  beauty;  but  now,  now  that 
Tnd  you   equally  incomparable   in  both,  all  wordi 

B  of  speech,  are  too  feeble  to  express  the  admiration  I 
I  of  yoor  excellenaiee." 

^Indeed,"  cried  I,  "  if  yunrthonghta  had  auy  conncctio] 
h  your  language,  you  ivould  uevei'  suppose  that  I  ci 
9  ci-edit  to  praise  bo  very  much  above  my  desert." 
"  's  speech,  which  I  made  very  gravely,  occasioned 
r  protestationa ;  which  he  coutinued  to  ponr  fa 
■Till  I  continued  to  disclaim,  till  I  began  to  wonder  that 
A(TB  not  in  QQecr\  A""  Street,  and  begged  he  would 
Llie  coachman  to  drive  faster. 
'•And  does  this  little  moment,"  cried  he,  "  which 
K  of  happiness  I  have  ever  known,  does  it  already  appear 
f  long  to  you  ?  " 
a  afraid  the  man  has  mistaken  tlio  way,"  ausiverud 
Ise  we  should  ere  now  have  been  at  our  journey'! 
I  must  beg  you  will  speak  to  him," 
■     '  jon  think  me  so  much  my  own 

vood  genius  has  inspired  the  man  with  a  desire  of  p; 
^  my  happiness,  can  you  ex(«ct  that  I  should  connter- 
B  indulgence  i* " 
V  began  to  apprabend  that  he  had  himself  ordered 
Bioii  to  go  a  wrong  way  ;  and  I  was  so  much  ah 
Be  idea,  that,  the  very  instant  it  ijicu.vn,d  to  -oiv 


m  I 

tinn  I 

I 

the^^^ 


down  the  glass,  aud  made  a  sadden  effort  to  open  tbo 
chariot-door  myself,  with  a  view  of  jnmping  into  the  street! 
bnt  he  caught  hold  of  me,  esclaimiDg,  "  For  Heaven's  sake, 
ivhflt  ia  the  matter  ?  " 

"  I — I  don't  know,"  cried  I  (ijuite  ont  of  breath),  " 
I  am  sure  the  man  goea  wrong ;  and  if  yon  will  not  speak 
to  him,  I  am  determined  1  will  get  out  myself." 

"You  amaze  me,''  answered  he  (atUl  holding  m.e),  "1 
cannot  imagine  what  jou  apprehend.  Surely  you  can  haw 
no  donbts  of  my  honour  ?  " 

He  drew  me  towards  him  as  he  spoke.     I  waa  fi-ightcned 
di-eadfully,  and  could  hardly  say,  "  No,  Sir,  no, — noa 
all :  only  Mrs.  Mirvan, — I  think  she  will  be  uneasy." 

"  Whence  this  alarm,  my  dearest  angel  p — ^What  can  yfin 
fear  ? — m.y  life  is  at  your  devotion,  and  can  you,  then, 
doubt  my  protection  ?  " 

And  so  saying,  he  passionately  kissed  my  hand. 

Never,  in  my  whole  life,  have  I  been  so  terrified.  I  Iwoke 
forcibly  from  him,  and,  putting  my  head  out  of  the  window, 
cEdled  aloud  to  the  man  to  stop.  Where  we  then  were,  I 
know  not  j  bnt  I  saw  not  a  human  being,  or  I  should  ban 
called  for  help. 

Sir  Clement,  with  great  earnestness,  endeavoured  to 
.  nppeai^e  and  compose  m.e :  "  If  yon  do  not  intend  to  murder 
me,"  cried  I;    "for  mercy's,  for  pity's  sake,  let  me  gel 

"  Compose  yonr  spiritB,  my  dearest  life,"  cried  he,  " 
I  vrill  do  eveiy  thing  you  would  have  me."     And  then  he 
called  to  the  man  himself,  and  bid    him  make  baate  to 
Queen  Ann  Street.     "Thia  stupid  fellow,"  continued  he, 
"  has  certainly  mistaken  my  orders ;  but  I  hope  yon  are  ni 
fully  satisfied." 

I  made  no  answer,  bat  kept  my  head  at  the  window, 
watching  which  way  he  drove,  bnt  without  any  comfort  to 
myself,  as  I  was  quite  unacquainted  with  either  the  right 
or  the  wrong. 

Sir  Clement  now  poured  forth  abundant  protestationfl  td 

honour,  and  assurances  of  respect,  intreating  my  pardoi 

having  offended  me,  and  beseeching  my  good  opinion :  but 

/  woe  qnite  silent,  having  too  nracVi  B.'p?rB\iensiafi.  to  m,^ 

tvproacbea,  and  too  mnch  anger  to  speak  NrvftioTA, 


u  thia  manner  we  weut  tbroagli  aevm-al  streets,  till  'i 

^  i  to  my  great  terror,  lie  suddenly  ordered  the  man  i  _ 

step,  and  said,  "  Miss  Anville,  we  arc  now  with.in  twenty 

yards  of  yonr  house  ;  bat  I  cimnot  bear  to  part  with  you, 

till  yon  generously  forgive  ine  for  the  ofEeiico  yon  have 

t,  and  promise  not  to  make  it  known  to  the  Mir 

S  hesitated  between  fear  and  indisTiation, 

Pfonr  reluctance  to  apeak:  redoubles  my  conti'itlon  i 

lisploasod  yon,  since  it  shews  the  reliance  I  i 

a  promise  whicli  you  will  not  give  without  c 

I  am  very,  very  mnch  distressed,"  cried  I ;  "  you 

e  which  you  must  be  sensible  I  onglit  not  to  grarif 
yet  dare  not  refuse." 

"  cried  he  to  the  coaehman ; "  Mias  An- 

I,  I  will  not  com]iel  yon  ;  I  will  esaet  no  promise,  but 
t  wholly  to  your  generosity." 
(his  rather  softened  me  ;  which  advantage  he  no  sooner 
eived,  than  he  determined  to  avail  himself  of;  for  he 
imaelf  on  hia  knees,  and  pleaded  with  bo  much  sub- 
[,  that  I  was  really  obliged  to  fot^ve  him,  becaua^^ 
tuB  humiliation  mude  me  quite  ashamed  ;  and,  after  that,  tt 
tvould  not  let  me  rest  till  I  gave  him  my  word  that  I  « 
not  complain  of  him  to  Mrs.  Mii'van. 

own  folly  and  pride,  which  had  pnt  me  ii 
a  pleaa  which  I  could  not  but  attend  to  in  hia  favoiq 

r,  I  shall  take  verv  particular  care  never  to  be  agt 
B  with  him. 

t,  we  aiTived  ^t  our  house,  I  was  so  overjoye 
i  I  shonld  certainly  have  pardoned  him  then,  if  I  had 
ntefore.     As  he  handed  me  up  ataii-s,  he  scolded  hia  ser- 
i  aloud,  and  very  angrily,  for  having  gone  so  much  o 

B  way.     Mias  Mirvan  ran  out  to  meet  me  ; a 

[hind  her,  but  Lord  Orville ! 
I  my  joy  cow  vanished,  and  gave  place  to  Kliai 
aBion  J  for  I  could  not  endure  that  he  should  kn< 
^  ft  time  Sir  Clement  and  I  had  been  together,  since  1 
tuA  Bib  liberty  to  assign  any  reason  for  it. 
jej  all  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  B«cia%  loa  \  »-"<^^ 
■tbej-  had  been  extremely  nneaay  Bmi  auT?^'&c?>-  'Co.'»*'"^^^ 
'  -ming  home,  aa  they  \ia4  Vcaxi  lv«m-  \im-«* 


for  he 

ecana^^^ji 
bat,h|^H 

pow^^H 
avoi^^^^l 

h  out J 


ta  taut  I WAA  Bfit  trith  ^z*"*      r       i         ^  .  .     i 

^J'%vted  pZi^.s^'l.  ■'•-'  J^^twoV  of  a  aeryant  W 

^    '•lUto"' '■'■«  ""*«'«'  "'"'  ""^,'^'?"°f  °«  *f»  the  upper 

t  «-»*'  ^jccadiUr.      J^or  my  part,   1   only   colonred  j    for 

^^  <:y/   I  troald  'not  /orfwl-  mj  word,   I  yet  disdained  to 

^^^I*      (ale  in  wJiifli  I  had  myself  no  belief. 

^Ilifii-***  /jcrilie.  with  great  politenesB,  congratnlated   nie, 

^'^      |.,fl]ibleB  of  the  evening  had  ho  happily  ended  ;  and 

l,li»l>     ,",6  lio  had  found  it  impossible  to  return  home,  biiford 

'*''*'      lit''^  "^'^  ^7  safety. 

ho  oi«l'^Pj,y  shnrt  time  he  took  his  leave,  and  Hir  Clement 
jj",^  hiin.  Aa  aoon  as  they  wore  gone,  Mra.  Mirvan, 
thouKh  ^"'*'  K'^^*'  softness,  blamed  me  for  having  quitted 
Mndan"'  Du^al.  I  assured  her,  and  with  truth,  that  for 
the  ftttoM  I  would  be  more  prudent. 

The  adventures  of  the  evening  so  much  disconcerted  me, 
that  I  oould  not  sleep  all  night.  I  am  under  the  most  cmei 
Hjppeheiisions  h-at  Lord  Orville  should  suppose  my  being  on 
^^ibe  galleiy-atairs  with  Sir  Clement  was  aconcerted  Bcheme, 
tmd  even  that  our  continuing  so  long  together  in  his  chariot 
was  with  my  approbation,  since  I  did  not  say  a  word  ou 
the  subject,  nor  esproBS  any  dissatisfaction  lit  the  coaohman'a 
^tended  blunder. 

Yet  his  coming  hither  to  wait  our  arrival,  though  it 
leema  to  imply  some  doubt,  shews  also  some  anxiety.  In- 
deed, Miss  Mii'von  says,  I  hat  he  appeared  eztrewely  ansions, 
nay,  uneaay  and  impatient  for  my  return.  If  I  did  not  feiir 
b)  flatter  myself,  I  should  think  it  not  impossible  bat  fchn,t 
Tie  had  a  suspicion  of  Sir  Clement's  desigu,  and  was  thuro- 
fore  concerned  for  my  safety. 

Whiit  a  long  letter  is  this  !  however,  I  shall  not  write 
m.any  more  from  London  ;  for  the  Captain  said  this  morn- 
ing;, that  he  woLiId  leave  town  on  Tuesday  next.  Madamo 
Duval  will  dine  here  to-day,  and  then  she  is  to  be  told  his 
.intention. 

I  am  very  much  amazed  tliat  she  accepted  Mrs.  Mirvau's 
invitation,  as  she  was  in  sncli  wrath  yesterday.  I  fear  that 
(o-d^iy  I  shall  myself  be  the  principal  object  of  her  displeft- 
(ui'ej  but  I  must  sujimit  piiticutly,  for  I  (tannot  defend 
iiiyself. 

■  'ieu,  my  duareat  Sii"      Hhould  tliis  letter  he  jiroductivi; 


■•~' 


to  yon,  more  thim  ever  shnll  T  rppent  t 

LprudeiKM!  wliit'li  it,  recitoa. 


LETTER  XXI  r. 

ETBI.ENA    IS    CONTraDATtON, 

Monday  Morning,  April  18. 

MRS,  MIRVAN  has  jnst  communicated  to  me  iut  anec- 
dote concerning  Lord  Orville,  which  haa  much  aur- 
priaed,  hcilf  pleased,  and  half  pained  me. 

While  they  were  sitting  together  during  the  opei'a,  he 
told  her  that  lie  had  been  greatly  concerned  at  the  imperti- 
nence wMcL  the  young  lady  nnder  her  protootion  had 
airffered  from  Mr.  LotcI  ;  but  that  he  had  the  pleaaure  of 
assnring  her,  she  Und  no  future  disturbance  to  apprehend 

Mrs.  Mirvan,  with  groat  engemeM,  begged  lie  would 
explain  bimaelf ;  and  a'.iid  she  hoped  he  had  not  thonght  so 
insignificant  an  affair  worthy  hiB  serious  fttteutioa, 

"  There  is  nothing,"  answered  he,  "  which  requires  more 
immediate  notice  than  impertinence,  for  it  over  encroaches 
when  it  is  tolerated."  He  then  added,  that  he  beheved  he 
ought  to  apologize  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  interfer- 
ing ;  but  that,  as  he  I'egarded  himself  in  the  light  of  a  parly 
cojicenied,  from  having  liad  the  honour  of  dancing  with  Miaa 
Anville,  he  could  not  possibly  Tocoucile  to  himself  a  patient 
neutrality, 

He  then  proceeded  to  tell  her,  that  he  had  waited  upon 
Mr.  Lovel  Uie  morning  after  the  play ;  that  the  visit  had 
proved  an  amicable  one,  but  the  particulars  were  neither 
entertaining  nor  necesaary :  he  only  assured  her,  Miss  An- 
ville might  be  perfectly  easy,  since  Mr.  Lovel  had  engaged 
'  'g  hononr  never  more  to  mention,  or  even  to  hint  at  what 
Bed  at  Mrs.  Stanley's  assembly. 
I,  Mirvan  expressed  Jier  satisfaction  at  this  oonclnsion, 

LthBinWl  him  for   his  j»lite  attention    to  lier  yoniig 

FTt  would  be  needless,"  said  \ie,  "■  to  tw^i«.'(.  \\\«.  "Ovsv* 


I  affair  may  never  transpire,  since  Mrs.  Mirran  oannol)  hftt 
[  SOB  the  necessity  of  kooping  it  inviolably  secret ;  bnt  1 
I  tliouglit  it  incumbent  upon  me,  as  the  jonng  lady  is  under 
I  yonr  protection,  to  aesnre  both  yon  and  her  of  Mr.  Lovel's 
J  fotnre  respect." 

Had  1  known  of  this  viait  previous  to  Lord  Orrille's 
making  it,  whatdreadful  uneasiness  would  it  have  coat  me\ 
I  Tet  that  he  should  so  much  interest  himself  in  securing  me 
I  from  offence,  gives  me,  I  must  own,  an  internal  pleasure, 
I  greater  than  1  can  express  ;  for  I  feared  he  had  too  con- 
[  temptnouB  an  opinion  of  me,  to  take  any  trouble  upon  my 
I  account.  Thougli,  after  all,  this  interference  might  rather 
I  be  to  satisfy  his  own  deUcacy,  than  from  thinking  welt  of  me, 
I  But  how  cool,  how  quiet  is  true  courage !  Who,  from 
I  seeing  Lord  Orville  at  the  play,  would  have  imagined  hiB 
I  resentment  would  have  hazarded  his  life  ?  yet  his  displeasuTH 
I  was  evident,  though  his  renl  bravery  and  Iiis  poiiteneBS 
equally  guarded  bim  from  entering  into  any  diBcassion  in 
i    our  presence. 

Madame  Duval,  as  I  espeeted,  was  most  terribly  angry 
yesterday :  she  acolded  me  for,  I  believe,  two  houTB,  on 
account  of  having  left  her;  and  protested  she  had  been  so 
much  surprised  at  my  going,  without  giving  her  time  to 
answer,  that  she  hardly  knew  whether  she  was  awake  or 
asleep.  But  she  assured  me  that  if  ever  I  did  bo  again,  she 
would  never  more  take  me  into  public.  And  she  expressed 
an  equal  degree  of  displeasure  against  Sir  Clement,  booa,iiBB 
he  hiid  not  even  epoken  to  her,  and  bccanse  he  was  always 
of  the  Captain's  side  in  an  argument.  Tlio  Oaptaiti,  bb 
bound  in  honour,  warmly  defended  liini,  and  then  followed 
a.  dispute  in  the  usual  style. 

After  dinner,  Mrs.  Mirvan  introduced  the  subject  of  our 

leaving  London.     Madame  Duval  said  she  should  stay  a 

I     month  or  two  longer.     The  Captain  told  her  she  was  wel- 

[     Pome,  but  that  he  Oiud  hie  family  should  go  into  the  countij 

L     on  Tuesday  morning. 

I         A  most  disagreeable  scene  followed.     Madame  Duval  in* 

I     tiisted  upon  keeping  me  with  her;   bnt  Mrs.  Mirvan  said, 

tliat  as  I  was  actually  engaged  on  a  visit  to  Lady  Howard, 

who  had  only  consented  to  my  leaving  her  for  a  few  days, 

Bbe  could  not  think  of  returning  without  nie. 


Perhaps,  if  the  Captain  had  not  interfered,  the  good- 
breoding  and  mildneaa  of  Mrs.  Mirran  might  have  had 
Home  effert  upon  Madame  Dnval ;  but  he  passes  no  oppor- 
tunity of  proroidng  her ;  and  therefore  made  so  many  gross 
and  rude  speechea,  all  of  which  eke  retorted,  that,  in  con- 
clusion, she  vowed  she  would  sooner  go  to  law  in  right  of 
her  relationship,  than  that  I  should  he  taken  away  from  her. 

I  heard  this  account  from  Mrs.  Mirran,  who  was  iO  kindly 
considerat*  as  to  give  me  a  pretence  for  quitting  the  room 
a.s  fiuoti  aa  this  dispute  Hegan,  lest  Madame  Duval  should 
refer  to  me,  and  insist  on  my  obedience. 

The  final  reanlt  of  the  conversation  was,  that,  to  soften 
matters  for  the  present,  Madame  Daval  sliould  make  one  in 
the  party  to  Howard  Gtrore,  whither  we  are  positively  to 
go  next  Wednesday,  And  though  we  are  none  of  ns  satis- 
fied with  this  plan,  we  know  not  how  to  form  a  better. 

Mrs.  Mirvan  ia  now  writing  to  Lady  Howard,  to  eicuae 
bringing  this  unexpected  gnest,  and  prevent  the  disagree- 
able surjo-ise  which  must  otherwise  attend  her  reception. 
This  dear  lady  seems  eternally  studying  my  happint 
advantage. 

To-night  we  go  to  the  Pantheon,  which  is  the  last  dii 
aioii  we  slioll  pai'take  of  in  Tiondon  ;   for  to- 


kind  ~ 


This  moment,  my  dearest  Sir,  I  have  received  your  kind 
letter. 

If  you  thought  na  too  dissipated  the  first  week,  I  almost 
fear  to  know  what  yon  will  think  of  ua  this  second; — how- 
ever, the  Pantheon  this  evening  will  probably  be  the  last 
public  place  which  I  shall  ever  see. 

The  assurance  of  yonr  support  and  protection  in  regard 
lo  Madame  Duval,  though  what  I  never  donbted,  excites 
my  utmost  gratitude.  How,  indeed,  cherished  under  your 
roof,  the  happy  object  of  your  constant  indulgence,  how 
could  I  have  borne  to  become  the  slave  of  her  tyrannicnl 
hunioura  ? — Pardon  me  that  I  speak  so  hardly  of  her ;  hut 
whenever  the  idea  of  passing  my  days  ivith  her  occurs  to 
too,  the  comparison  which  natni-ally  foUowa,  takes  from  nw 
I      «U  that  forbearance  which,  I  believe,  I  owe  her.  I 


then,  his  behavioar  after  the  opera  will  not  make  bi>  peace 

witli  you-  Indeed  tLo  miu'e  I  reflect  upon  it,  tho  more 
iHigry  1  am.  I  waa  entirely  in  his  powor,  iind  it  was  cruel 
in  him  to  cause  me  so  mncli  terror. 

0,  my  dearest  Sir,  were  I  but  worthy  the  prayora  and 
the  wiBheayouofferforme,  the  utmost  ambition  of  my  heart 
would  be  fully  satisfied  !  bat  I  gi-eatly  fear  you  will  find  me. 
now  that  I  am  out  of  the  reach  of  yonr  asBisting  pmdenw, 
more  weak  and  imperfect  than  you  oonld  have  expected, 

I  have  not  now  time  to  write  another  word,  for  I  niiut 
immediately  liitstcn  to  dress  fii'  the  evening. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

ETKLINA   IN   COKTINUATION, 


4 


Queen  Ann  Street,  Tuesday,  April  19. 

THERE  te  something  to  me  half  melancholy  in  writing 
an  aoconnt  of  our  last  adventures  in  London,  How- 
ever, as  this  day  is  merely  appropriated  tei  packing  and 
preparations  for  our  journey,  and  as  I  shall  shortly  have 
no  more  adventures  to  write,  I  think  I  may  as  well  compleln 
my  town  journal  at  once  :  and,  when  yon  have  it  all  to- 
gether, I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  eend  me  your  obscr- 
vationa  and  thoughts  upou  it  to  Howard  Grove. 

A-bout  eight  o'clock  we  went  to  the  Pantheon.'  I  wis 
extremely  struck  with  thi'  beauty  of  tho  building,  whioli 
gi'e.atly  surpassed  whatever  I  could  have  expected  of 
imagined.  Yet  ib  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  chapel  &aii 
of  a  place  of  diversion  ;  and,  though  I  was  quite  charmed 
with  the  magnificence  of  the  room,  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
1«  as  gay  and  thoughtless  there  as  at  Ranelagh ;  for  there 
is  something  in  it  which  rather  inspires  awe  and  solemnity, 

'  7'Ac  Pimtipan. — A  Uiealre  anil  public  proniBnade — s,  kind  of  to*n 
KBUdlBgh,  built  by  Junes  Wyatt,  It  wns  (i|ienc(l  in  Janiiary,  IIH, 
Di'.  Jounaon  Tislted  il  with  BoBwetl.  Tltey  i^reed  in  iliinkingH  inferior 
Id  Ranelagh.  Itidottua  were  hold  at  ths  I'linilioon,  'IliiE  building  vt> 
Imnit  duwn  in  Jaiiiiuf/,  17!ia.     The  present  liiilbling  is  t!>p  third  of  tie 


kmirtli  and  pleasure.     However,  perhaps  it  may  oolyl 
B  thie  effect  upon  such,  a  novice  a.s  mysolf , 
(fshould  have  saii],  that  our  party  eonsmttid  only  of  Cap- 
li  Mrs.  and  Miss  Mirvau,  as  Madame  Uuval  spent  the 
'a  the  city; — which  1  own  1  cuolil  not  lament. 

a  a  great  deal  of  company  ;  but  the  fii«t  pereon 
re  saw  waa  Bir  Clenient  WiUoughby.  He  addressed  us 
nth  his  usnat  ease,  and  joined  ob  for  ibo  whole  erening.  I 
alt  myBelf  veiy  uneasy  in.  Lis  presence ;  for  1  conld  not 
Dok  at  lum,  aor  hear  him  speak,  withoat  reuollecting  the 
hariot  adventure  ;  but,  to  my  great  amazement,  I  observed 
hiithelookedatmu  withoat  thelcast  apparent  discomposure, 
hongb,  cert^nly,  be  ought  not  to  think  of  his  behaviour 
""fliout  blushing.  I  really  wish  I  had  not  forgiven  him, 
I  then  he  could  nut  have  veatorod  to  speak  to  me  anv 

an  exceeding  good  concert,  hut  too  much  talk- 
o  hear  it  well.     Indeed  1  am  quite  astonished  to  find  J 
( little  music  is  attended  to  in  silence ;  for,  though  everjT  I 
a  to  admire,  hardly  any  body  listens.  I 

B  did  not  see  Lord  OrvOle  till  ne  went  into  the  tea-  i 
L,  which  ia  large,  low,  and  under  ground,  and  serves 
hly  aa  a  foil  to  the  apartments  above  ;  he  then  sat  next 
He  s^med  to  belong  to  a  large  pai-ty,  ohieBy  of 
;  but,  among  the  gentlemen  attending  Uiom,  I  per- 
i  Mr.  Lovel, 

(was  eiti'em.ely  irresoluto  whether  or  not  I  ought  to 
^Eb  any  acknowledgmenta  to  Lord  Orviilo  for  his  geuej-ous 
Ondnct  in  securing  me  from  the  future  impertinence  of  that 
nan ;  and  1  thought,  that,  as  he  had  seemed  to  allow  Mrs. 
iCivBrn  to  acquaint  me,  thongh  no  one  else,  of  themeasui-es 
fhioh  he  had  taken,  he  might  perhaps  suppost-  mo  nngrate- 
:  silent :  however,  1  might  h^ve  spared  myself  the 
blfl  of  deliberating,  as  1  never  once  had  the  shadow  of 
!|iportanity  of  speaking  unheai-d  by  Sir  Clement.  On 
nntrary,  he  was  ao  exceedingly  ofiicious  and  forward, 
f.  could  not  say  a  word  to  any  body  but  insUintly  he 
'  'b  head  forward,  with  an  air  of  profound  attention,  as 
Based  myself  wholly  to  lum  ;  and  yet  I 
iked  at  him,  and  would  not  have  spoken  to  hi 


M 


Indeed,  Mrs.  Mirvaji  herself,  though  nnacquainted  wi( 
the  behavinur  of  Sir  Clement  after  the  npera,  §ajB  it  is  nc 
right  for  a  young  woman  Ui  be  seen  no  freqaently  in  pnbl 
tvitji  the-same  gentleman;  and,  if  oar  istay  in  town  was  I 
ba  lengthened,  she  would  endeavour  to  represent  to  ti 
Captain  the  impropriety  of  allowing  his  constant  attendanoi 
for  Sir  Clement  with  all  his  easinesg,  could  not  be  ao  etSj 
nally  of  our  partiea,  if  the  Captain  was  leas  fond  of  1) 
com  pan  J. 

At  the  same  table  witii  Lord  Orville  sat  a  gentleman,- 
I  call  liim  HO  only  because  he  u'us  at  the  aame  table, — y/h 
almost  from  the  moment  I  was  seated,  fiied  bis  pjes  stew 
fastlj  on  my  faoe,  and  never  once  remoTSd  them  to  an 
other  object  during  tea-time,  notwithstanding  my  dislike  ( 
Ilia  staring  mnst,  I  am  sure,  have  been  very  evident.  I  wi 
quite  surprised,  that  a  man,  whose  boldness  was  so  ofCensiv 
oouH  have  gained  admission  into  n  [lai'ty  of  whioh  Loi 
Orville  made  one ;  for  I  Dntnrally  concluded  him  to  I 
some  low-bred,  nnedncated  man  ;  and  I  thought  my  idi 
was  indubitably  confirmed,  when  I  heard  him  aay  to  8 
Clement  Wiiloughhy,  in  an  audible  whisper, — wMch  ja 
mode  of  speecb  very  distressing  and  disagreeable  ta  faj 
atanders, — "  For  Heaven's  sake,  Willoughby,  who  is  tlu 
lovely  creatni-e  Y  " 

But  what  wiis  m.y  amaa^ment,  when,  listening  attentive! 
for  the  answer,  though  my  head  was  turned  another  Vf* 
I  heard  Sir  Clement  say, "  T  am  sorry  I  cannot  inform  yw 
Lordship,  hut  I  am  ignorant  myself.'' 

Lordship !  bow  extraordinary  !  that  a  noblmna/n,  a«ca 
tomed,  in  all  probability,  to  the  first  rank  of  company  i 
the  kingdom,  from  his  earhest  infancy,  can  possibly  be  d 
ticient  in  good  ■nuiMneris,  however  faulty  in  morals  and  prij 
ciples  I  Even  Sir  Clement  Willoughby  appealed  moda 
in  comparison  with  this  person. 

During  tea,  a  conversation  was  commenoed  upon  tl 
times,  fashions,  and  public  places,  in  which  the  company  i 
both  tables  joined.  It  began  by  Sir  Clement's  inquiring  i 
Miss  Mirvati  and  of  me,  if  the  Pantheon  had  answered  tn 
expectations. 

We  both  readily  ^reed  that  it  had  greatly  f 
IJiem. 


<.^ 


J  anre,"  said  tlie  Captain,  "  why,  you  dc 
i  confess  they  didn't  like  it,  do  yon  ?  W^ 
e  fashion,  thsy  must  like,  of  coarso ;— or  oiae,  I'd 
onnd  foi'  it,  they'd  own,  that  there  never  was  sach  a  i; 
laoe  as  this  here  invented." 

"And  htta,  then,  this  building',"  said  Lord  Orrille,  " 
lerit  that  may  serve  to  lessen  your  censure  ?    Will  not 
our  eye,  Sir,  speak  something  in  its  favour  ?  " 

"  Eye  I  "  cried  the  Lord,  (I  don't  know  his  mime,)  "  and 
3  there  any  eye  here,  that  can  find  pleasure  in  looking  at 
lead  walls  or  etatuos,  when  anch  heavenly  living  objects  as 

now  see  demand  all  their  admiration  ?  " 

"  O,  certainly,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "  the  lifeless  symmetry 
if  arch  it«cture,iiow  ever  beautiful  the  design  and  proportion, 
LO  man  would  be  bo  mad  as  to  put  in  competition  with  the 
nimated  charms  of  nature :  but  when,  as  to-night,  the  eye 
aay  ho  regaled  at  the  same  time,  and  in  one  view,  with  all  _ 
he  eiccUonce  of  art,  and  all  the  perfection  of  nature,  1  c 
lot  think  that  either  suffer  by  being  seen  together." 

"I  grant,  my  Lord,"  said  Sir  Clement,  "that  the  coO 
iye  of  unimpaaaioned  philosophy  may  view  both  with  equal 
ittentiou,  and  equal  safety  ;  bat,  whore  the  heart  is 
Yell  guarded,  it  is  apt  to  interfere,  and  render,  eveii 
tye,  all  objeeta  but  one  insipid  and  uninteresting.'' 

"Aye,  Aye,"  cried  the  Captain,  "you  may  talk  wbsfl 
?on  will  of  your  eye  here,  and  your  eye  there,  and,  for  th( 
matter  of  that,  to  be  sure  yon  have  two, — but  we  all  knoi^ 
;hey  both  squint  one  way.''  _ 

"  Far  be  it  from  me,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "  to  dispute  the 
magnetie  power  of  beauty,  which  irresistibly  draws  and 
attracts  whatever  has  soul  and  sympathy  :  and  I  am  happy 
lo  acknowledge,  that  though  we  have  now  no  ffods  to  occupy 
Ik  mansion  professedly  built  for  them,  yet  we  have  secured 
their  better  haloes,  for  we  have  goddeeses  to  whom  we  all 
most  willingly  bow  down."  And  then,  with  a  very  droll 
^j',  he  made  a  profound  revei-ence  to  the  ladies. 

"  They'd  need  to  be  goddesses  with  a  vengeance,"  said 

the  Captain,  "  for  they're  mortal  dear  to  loot  at.      How- 

Bomerer,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  you  can  see  in  e'er 

~^" "  g  them  that's  worth  half-a-guinea  for  a  sight," 

ita-guinea  ! ' '  exclaimed  that  Bftine  \iqt&,  '"''  \  ■vts^ifi. 
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give  half  I  ain  worth  for  a  sight  of  only  <me,  prorided  \ 

wake  my  own  clioine.     And,  prithee,  how  can  money  U  I 

bctlflr  employed  than  in  the  Befvicc  of  fine  women  P  "  4 

"  If  the  ladies  of  his  own  party  can  pardon  the  Captain't  •] 

rich,"  stud  Sir  Olemeut,  "  Z  think  ho  has  a  fair  claim  tt  I 
forgiveness  of  all."  ia 

"  Then  you  depend  very  mnch,  aa  I  donbt  not  bttt  jdl  | 
may,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "  upon  the  general  sweetnesa  rf  I 
the  sex ; — but,  as  to  the  ladies  of  the  Captain's  party,  thvj  I 
may  easily  pardon,  for  they  cannot  he  hurt." 

"  But  they  must  have  a  devilish  good  conceit  of  thfliii> 
Gelves,  though,"  said  the  Captain,  "to  believe  all  tbit 
Howsomerer,  whether  or  no,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  told  tj 
Bome  of  you,  who  eeem  to  be  knowing  in  them  things,  whn 
kind  of  diversion  can  he  found  in  such  a  place  as  thie  herti 
for  one  who  has  had,  long  ago,  his  full  of  face-hunting?" 

Bveiy  body  laughed,  but  nobody  spoke. 

"  Why,  look  you  there  now,"  continued  the  Captain, 
"  you're  all  at  a  dead  stand  1 — not  a  man  among  you  can 
answer  that  there  question.  Why,  then,  I  must  make  bold 
to  conclude,  tliat  you  all  come  here  for  no  maamer  of  pa^ 
pose  but  to  stare  at  one  anotljcr's  pretty  faces  :^tlioogli, 
for  the  matter  of  that,  half  of  'cm  are  plaguy  ugly 
iis  to  t'other  haK,— I  believe  it's  uono  of  God's 
factoiT." 

"What  the  ladies  may  come  hither  for,  Sir,"  said  Hl> 
Level,  (stroking  his  ruffles,  and  looking  down,)  "itwonM 
ill  become  us  to  deteimine ;  but  as  to  we  men,  doubtless  vi 
can  have  no  other  view  than  to  admire  them." 

"  If  I  ben't  mistaken,"  cried  the  Captain,  (lookiiig  eai 
estly  in  his  face,)  "you  are  that  same  person  we  aaw 
Love  for  Love  t'other  night  j  ben't  you  p  " 

Mr.  Level  bowed. 

"Why,  then,  Gentlemen,"  continued  he,  with  a  lott^ 
laugh,  "  I  must  tell  you  a  most  excellent  good  joke ; — whw 
all  was  over,  as  sure  as  you're  alive,  he  asked  what  0^ 
play  was  I   Ha,  ha,  ha  i  " 

"Sir,"  said  Mr.  Level,  colouring,  "if  you  were  aa  modi 
nsed  to  a  town-life  as  I  am,  -which,  I  prcanme,  is  not  pre- 
cisely the  case, — -I  fancy  you  would  not  find  so  tnnoh 
diversion  from  a  circunisfn.ii'-i 


!  what,  is  it  oommou  i'  "  repeated  the  GaptaiBgl 
flijr  then,  'fore  George,  such  chaps  are  more  fit  to  be  si 
D  school,  and  well  disciplined  with  a  cat-o'-nioe-toilB,  than 
o  poke  their  Iieada  into  a  play-house.     Why,  a  play  is  the 
Tily  thing  left,  uow-ii-days,  that  haa  a  grain  of  sense  ' 
or  as  to  all  the  rest  of  your  public  places,  d'ye  s 
hey  wore  all  put  together,  I  woaldn't  give  thai  for  'i 
enapping  his  tingei-s.)     "And  now  we're  talking  of  thor 
ort  of  things,  there's  ynnr  operas, — I  should  hko  to  kno\^ 
lOW,  what  any  of  yon  can  tind  to  say  for  tliem." 

Ijord  Orrillo,  who  was  moat  ablo  to  have  an 
ronied  by  no  means  to  think  the  Captain  worthy  a 
aeat,  upon  a  subject  coocernitig  which  he  had  neither! 
:iiowIedge  nor  feeling  :  but,  turning  to  us,  he  said,  ''  The 
adi«s  are  silent,  and  we  seem  to  have  engrossed  the  c 
'STBation  to  ouraelvea,  in  which  we  are  much  more  onr  own 
iuemies  than  theirs.  Bat,"  addressing  himself  to  Miss 
ilirvan  and  me,  "  I  am  most  desirous  to  hear  the  opini 
>f  these  young  ladies,  to  whom  all  public  places  must,  a 

We  both,  and  with  cageruess,  declared  that  ' 
vceived  as  mach,  if  not  more  pleasure,  at  the  opera  thai 
my  where:  but  we  had  better  have  been  silent;  for  tUJ 
I3aptain,  qtiito  displeased,  said,  "  What  signifies  askinj 
Jiem  girls  P  Do  you  think  they  know  their  own  minds  yet  r' 
Ask  'em  after  any  thing  that's  called  diversion,  and  you're 
rare  they'll  say  it's  vastly  fine— ^they  axe  a  set  of  parrote, 
md  speak  by  rote,  for  they  all  say  the  same  thing :  but  oak 
em  how  they  like  making  puddings  and  pies,  and  W  " 
warrant  jon'll  pose  'em.  As  to  them  operas,  I  desire  ] 
may  heiir  no  more  of  their  liking  ench  nonEense;  and  £al( 
yun,  Moll,"  (to  Lis  daughter,)  "I  chaise  yon,  as  you  J 
valno  my  favour,  that  joa'll  never  again  be  bo  impertinent 
M  to  have  a  tast«  of  joor  own  before  my  face,  'i'here  are 
foola  enough  in  the  world,  without  your  adding  to  their 
nnraber.  I'll  have  no  daughter  of  mine  affect  them  sort  oT 
interims.  It  is  a  shame  they  a'n't  put  down ;  and  if  I'd 
my  will,  there's  not  a  magistrate  in  this  town  but  Bhnnld] 
Ik)  knockLil  on  the  hem!  for  suffering  them.  If  yon' 
d  tn  pi-aisi;  iitiy  thing,  why  you  may  praise  a  pliiy.  i 
UPmv,  for  I  likd  it  myself." 


oak  it 

ymT^H^ 
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ThiB  reproof  eSectaally  silenced  us  botli  for  the  FMtn 
the  eTeni&g.  N'ay,  indeed,  for  some  miuutes  it  seemed  bj 
eOence  every  body  else ;  till  Mr.  Lovel,  nob  willing  to  loBl 
an  opportunity  of  returning  the  Captain's  Barcaem, 
"  Why,  really  Sir,  it  is  but  natui'al  to  be  moat  pleased 
what  ia  most  familitu" ;  :md,  I  tjiink,  of  all  our  diversion 
there  is  not  one  so  much  in  couimoti  between  us  and  the  cono- 
try  as  a,  play.  Kot  a  villago  but  has  its  bams  and  eumi- 
dians ;  and  as  for  the  stage  business,  why  it  may  he  pretty 
equally  done  any  where  ;  and  oven  in  regard  to  its,  and  ' 
CMiaille,  confined  as  we  all  ai-e  witliin  the  semi-cirele  c 
theatre,  there  is  no  place  whore  tbe  distinction  is  leffi 
obvious." 

While  the  Captain  seemed  iMiusideriug  for  Mr.  Lovel'i 
meaning,  Lord  Orville,  probably  with  a  view  to  prevent  llil 
finding  it,  changed  the  subject  to  Cox's  Museum,  and  Bfktd 
what  he  thought  of  it  ? 

"  Think  ! — '*  said  he,  "  why  I  think  as  how  it  i'n't ' 
thinking  about.  I  like  no  such  jemcracke.  It  is  only  Gti 
in  my  mind,  for  monkeys  : — though,  for  aught  I  knoV, 
they  too  might  turn  up  tlieir  noaea  at  it." 

"  May  we  ask  your  Lordship's  own  opinion  ?  "  said  M» 
Mirvan. 

"  The  mechanism,"  answered  he,  "  ia  wonderfully 
genioua  :  I  am  sorry  it  is  tui-ned  lo  no  beti«r  account ; 
its  purport  is  so  frivolons,  so  very  remote  from  all  aim  si 
instruction  or  ntihty,  that  the  eight  of  so  fine  a  show  voIt 
leaves  a  regret  on  the  mind,  that  so  much  work,  and 
mnch  ingennity,  should  not  be  better  bestowed." 

"  The  truth  is,"  said  the  Captain,  "that  in  all  this  hugs 
town,  BO  foil  as  it  is  of  folks  of  all  sorts,  there  i'a't  so  muCT 
ns  one  public  place,  besides  the  play-house,  svhere  a 
tiat's  to  say,  a  man  who  is  a  man,  ought  not  to  be  aeliamwl 
to  shew  his  face.  T'other  day  they  got  me  to  a  ridotlo^ 
but,  I  beliero,  it  will  be  long  enough  befoi-e  they  get  rac  lo 
another,  I  knew  no  more  what  to  do  with  myself,  than  i' 
my  ship's  company  Lad  been  metamorphosed  into  French' 
men.  Then,  again,  there's  yonr  famous  Ranelagfa,  tliSt 
you  make  STtoh  a  fnss  abont ; — why  what  a  dall  place  i) 
that  1 — it's  the  worst  of  alt." 

"  Kauelagh  dall!"  —  "  Bauelagh  dull!" — wue  euiioHt 


ti'Utu  muutli  Lu  uiuutli ;    ouil  all  the  Itiilies,  as  if  of  c 
accord,  regarded  the  Captain  with  looks  of  the  moat  iroaical 
contempt. 

"  As  to  Rauelagh,"  aiid  Mv.  Loyel,  "  most  indubitably, 
tLongh  the  piico  is  pleboian,  it  ia  by  no  means  adapted  to 
ihe  pIcbeiftD  taste.  It  requires  a  cei'ttLin  acquaintajjcc  with 
!.!gh  life,  and- — and — and  Bomcthinj,'  of — of— something 
''/ill  -wiU  gout,  to  be  really  aenaible  of  its  merit.  Those 
>>  liose — whose  eonnections,  and  so  foi'th,  are  not  among  les 
yc.M  etnime  U  faul,  can  feet  nothing  bot  ewmi  at  such  a 
]iluce  aa  Banelagh." 

"Ranelaghl"    cried  Lord ,  "0,  'tis  the  divinest 

place    under    heaven, or,   indeed,  —  for    aught  I 

"  0  joa  creature  !  "  cried  a  pretty,  but  affected  young 
lady,   patting  him  with  her  fan,  "you  shu'n't  talk  so;   I 
know  wJiat  you  are  going   to  say;  but,  jiOBitivnly,  1  « 
sit  by  you,  if  you're  so  wicked." 

"  And  how  can  one  sit  by  you,  and  be  good  ?  "  said  h^a 
"  when  only  to  look  at  you  is  enough  to  mftko  one  wicked-*  ■ 
or  wish  to  be  so  ?  " 

"  Fie,  my  Lord !  "  returned  s)ie,  "  you  are  really  insuffer- 
able.    I  don't  think  I  shall  epeai  to  you  again  these  si 

"What  a  metamorphosis,"  cried  Lord  Orville,  "  should 
^ou  make  a  patriarch  of  his  Lordship." 

"  Seven  years  !  "  said  he,  "dear  Madam,  bo  contented 
with  telling  me  you  will  not  speak  to  mo  after  seven  years, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  submit." 

" O,  very  well,  my  Lord,"  answered  she,  "pray  date  ih^J 
end  of  our  speaking  to  each  other  ae  early  a8  you  pleaa^  ■ 
.|'U  promise  to  agree  to  youi"  time."  ■ 

kr'*'Toa  know,   dear  Madam,"  said  he,  sipping  his  tn^,! 
Pyon  know  T  only  live  in  your  sight."  I  W 

tPO  yes,  my  Lord,   I  have  long  kcown  that.      But  Xm 
'  I  te  fear    wo   shall    be   too    late  for   Ranelagh   tltfs'l 

l*'0  Off,  Madam,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  looking  at  his  watol),  ] 
M  but  Just  paKt  ten." 
"  re  1  "  cried  she,   "  0    then    we  shall  do  veij 


'(US  VTMUiA.  ^ 

All  the  ladiea  now  started  np,  and  declared  thoy  had  M 
time  to  loHe. 

"Why,  what  the  D 1,"  cried  the  Captain,   les 

forward  with  both  hin  arms  on  the  table,  "  am  yon  going  to 
Ranel^h  at  this  time  of  night  ?  " 

The  IctdieH  looked  at  one  another,  and  smiled. 

"To  Ranelagh?"  cried  Tiord  t  "yosj  and  I  hop) 

you  are  going  too ;  for  we  cannot  possibly  exonse  thew 

"  I  go  to  Banclitgh  ? — if  I  do,  Til  be ." 

Every  body  now  stood  up;  ;ind  the  Biranger  Lord, 
coming  round  to  me,  said,  "  Tom  go,  I  hope  ?  " 

"No,  my  Lord,  I  believe  not." 

"0  you  cannot,  must  not  bo  ro  bavharons."  And  be 
took  my  hand,  and  ran  on,  saying  such  fine  speeches  ami 
compUments,  that  I  might  almost  have  supposed  myself  iv 
goddess,  and  him  a  pagan  paying  me  adoration.  As  soon 
aa  I  possibly  could,  I  drew  back  my  hand ;  but  he  fre- 
quently, in  the  course  of  conversation,  contrived  to  take  it 
again,  though  it  was  extremely  disagreeable  to  me ;  asd 
the  more  so,  as  I  saw  that  Lord  Orville  bad  his  eyeg 
fixed  upon  ns,  with  a  gravity  of  attention  that  made  ma 

And,  surely,  niy  dear  Sir,  it  was  a  great  liberty  in  this 
lord,  noimithstanding  hia  rank,  to  treat  me  ho  freely.  As 
to  Sir  Clement,  he  seemed  in  misery. 

They  all  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  the  Captain  to  jdlo 
the  Ronelagh  party  ;  and  this  lord  told  mo,  in  a  low  voic«i 
that  it  iBas  tearing  his  heart  out  to  go  without  me. 

During  this  conversation  Mr.  Level  came  forward,  and 
assuming  a  look  of  surprise,  made  me  a  bow,  and  inqnirud 
how  I  did,  protesting  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had  not 
seen  me  before,  or  would  sooner  have  paid  his  renpecta 
tome. 

Though  his  politeness  waa  evidently  conBtrained,  yet  I 
was  very  glad  to  be  thus  assured  of  having  nothing  more 
to  fear  from  him. 

The  Captain,  far  from  listening  to  Iheir  persussiona  of 
accompanying  them  to  Banelagh.  was  quite  in  a  passion  at 
the  proposal,  and  vowed  he  would  sootier  go  to  tlie  Slack- 
hole  in  Caioutta. 


V  Hut,"  said  l^rd ,  "  if  the  ladies  will  take  their  tea 

jfci^Banelagh,  jon  mnj  dojieoil  upon  our  soeing  thorn  safe 
home  ;  for  we  shall  all  be  pvoud  of  the  honour  of  attending 
them." 

"  May  be  so,"  said  thu  Captain,  "  bnfc  I'll  toll  you  what, 
^^tne  of  these  pliu;t>s  bea't  Qnoay^h  for  them  to-night,  why 
^Epprrow  they  shall  go  to  ne'er  a  one." 
^^pF'e  iiiBtantly  declared  ourselfes  very  ready  to  go  home. 
^H*  It  ie  not  f or  yonraelvea  tliatwe  petition,"  said  Lord  ^ — ■, 
^Tmt  for  Its;  if  yon  have  a.ny  charity,  you  will  not  be  so 
cmel  Bs  to  deny  us  ;  we  only  beg  yon  to  prolong  oar  Lappi- 
nesa  for  a  few  minutes, — the  favour  is  but  a  small  one  for 
you  to  grant,  thougli  bo  great  a  one  for  ub  to  receive." 

"  To  tell  yon  a  piece  of  my  mind,"  said  the  Captain, 
snrlily,  ■■'  I  think  you  might  as  well  not  give  the  girls  so 
maub  of  this  palaver :  they'll  teike  it  all  for  gospel.  As  to 
Moll,  why  she's  well  enough,  but  nothing  extraordinary ; 
though,  perhaps,  you  may  persuade  her  that  her  pug  nose 
is  all  the  fashion ;  and  as  to  the  other,  why  she's  good 
white  and  red  to  be  snre  ;  bat  what  of  that  ? — I'll  warrant 
b'U  moulder  away  as  fast  as  her  neighbours 
"  Is  there,"  cried  Lord  — — ,  "  another  magi  in  this  pL 
h,  seeing  such  objecta,  could  make  such  a  speech  ?  " 
i'Afl  to  that  there,"  returned  the  Captain,  "Id 
r  whethei"  there  be  or  no,  and,  to  make  free,  I  don 
;  for  I  sha'n't  go  for  to  model  myself  by  any  of  these 
j-weather  chaps,  who  dare  not  so  much  as  aay  their 
o  their  own, — and,  for  aught  I  know,  no  more  they 
I  ben't.  I'm  almost  as  much  ashamed  of  my  countrymen  as 
was  a  Frenchman,  and  I  believe  in  my  heart  there  i'n't 
n  to  choose  between  them  ;  and,  before  long,  we  ahaU 
r  the  very  sailors  talking  that  lingo,  and  see  never 
^ber  without  a  hag  F*nd  a  sword." 
if  He,  he,  he ! — well,  'pun  honoi',"  cried  Mr.  Lo' 
1  gentlemeu  of  the  orean  have  a  most  severe  way 

itiere !    'fni'e  George,  that  ia  im-posaible ;  for,  to  cut 

fttter  short,  the  men,  as  they  call  themselves,  are  no 

r  ttian  moukev.s  ;  and  as  to  the  women,  why  Uiey  are 

t  dolls.     So  now  you've  got  my  opinion  of  I  Ids  .subject )[ 

B  do  T  wish  juu  goud  night" 


rant  . 
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The  ladies,  who  were  very  impatient  to  Im  gone,  miwie 
their  courtsiea,  and  tripped  away,  followed  by  all  the  gentle- 
u  of  their  party,  eicept  the  lord  before  mentioned,  and, 
Lord  Orville,  who  stayaii  to  mute  inqniries  ut  Mrs.  Mirvan 
cermng  onr  loaving  town ;  and  then  sajing,  with  his 
usual  politeness,  something  civil  to  each  of  ua,  with  a  yerj 
gi'nve  ail-  he  quitted  ns. 

Lord remained  some  minntes  longer,   which  he 

ipent  in  milking  n  profuaion  of  complimentB  to  me  |  by 
which  he  prevented  my  hearing  distincdy  what  Lord  Orville 
said,  to  my  great  vexation,  eBpecially  as  he  looked — I 
thought  BO,  at  leaet^ — as  if  displeased  at  his  particularity  of 
behaviour  to  me. 

In  going  to  an  outward  room  to  wait  for  the  carriage,  I 
walked,  and  could  not  possibly  avoid  it,  between  thia  nohle 
man  and  Sir  Clement  Willoughby  ;  and,  when  the  servant 
aaid  the  coach  stopped  the  way,  though  the  latter  ofEered 

2  his  hand,  which  I  should  much  have  preferred,  thia 

me  lord,  without  any  ceremony,  toolc  mine  himself ;  anil 
Sir  Clement,  with  a  look  extremely  provoked,  conducted 
Mrs.  Mirvan. 

In  nil  ranks  and  all  Btations  of  life,  how  strangely  A 
characters  and  manners  differ  !  Lord  Orville,  with  apolite- 
ness  which  knows  no  inttrmisaion,  and  makes  no  distinc- 
tion, ia  lis  iinaHsuming  and  modest  as  if  he  had  never  mixed 
vith  the  great,  and  was  totally  ignorunt  of  every  qualified:- 
tion  he  posaeaaes ;  thia  other  lord,  though  lavish  of  com^ 
plimenta  and  fine  apeeches,  seems  to  me  an  entire  stranger 
to  real  good-breeding :  whoever  strikee  his  fancy,  engross* 
his  whole  attention.  He  is  foi-ward  and  bold  ;  has  an  air 
of  haughtiness  towards  m.en,  and  a  look  of  libertinism 
towards  women ;  and  his  conscious  quality  seems  to  haw 
given  him  a  freedom  in  bra  way  of  speaking  to  either  9 
that  is  very  littlo  sliort  of  rudeneaa. 

When  we  returned  home,  we  were  all  low-spiritod,    T 
evening's  entertainment  had  displeased  the  Captain ;  and 
his  displeasure,  T  believe,  disconcerted  us  all. 

And  here  I  thonght  to  have  concluded  my  letter ;  bufc 


J  great  euTprise,  just  now  we  had  a  visit  from 
J    "       


Orville.  Ho  called,  lie  said,  to  pay  hia  respects  to 
ife  left  town,  and  made  many  inquiries   concei 


Tom  Ijotim 

>us«dH 


*^ 


retnm  ;  and,  when  Mrs.  Jtirvori  told  him  wf 
into  the  country  withont  any  view  of  again  quitting  it, 
exjireaseii  hia  ooncem  in  such  terms — so  polite,  so  flattering, 
BO  serioaa — thftt  T  coiild  h;i.rdly  forbear  being  sorry  myself- 
Wore  1  to  go  iramediatoly  to  Beny  Hill,  J  iim  sure  I  shonJd 
feel  nothing  Irat  joy  ; — Imt,  now  we  are  joined  by  this 
Captain,  and  Madume  Duval,  I  muBt  own  I  eipaet  vary 
little  pleaBnre  at  Howard  GroTe. 

Before   Lord    Orville   went,    Sir    Olement    \?illonghby 
ciilled.     He  was  more  grave  than  I  had  ever  eeen 
and  made  several  attempts  to  speok  to  me  in  a  low 
and  to  assure  me  that  his  regret  upon  the  occEision  i 
journey  was  entirely  upon  my  account.     But  I  was 
spirits,  nnd  could  not  bear  to  be  teased  by  him.     However, 
he  has  eo  well  paid  his   coui't  (o  Capttiin   Mirvan,  that 
ho  gave  him  a  very  hearty  invitation  to  the  Grove.     At 
ihis  he  brightened, — and  juet  then  I*ord  Orville  took  leave. 

No  doubt  hut  he  was  disgusled  at  this  i]l-tim.ed,  ill-bred 
partiality  ;  for  surely  it  was  very  wrong  to  make  an  invita- 
tion before  Lord  Orvill  e  in  which  he  was  not  included !    1 
wuB  60  ir.uch  ohngrined,  that,  as  soon  ns  he  went,  I  1< 
the  i-oom  ;  and  I  shall  not  go  down  stnivH  till  Sir  Olemei 
is  gone. 

Lord  Orville  cannot  but  obsorve  his  asBiduoas  endeavoi 
to  ingratiate  himself  into  my  favour;  and  does  not  this 
travagaiit  civility  of  Captain  Mirvan  give  him  reason 
suppose  that  it  meets  with  our  general  approbation  ?  I  c 
tiot  think  upon  this  subject  without  ineipresaihle  uneasiiii 
and  yet  I  can  think  of  nothing  else. 

Adieti,  my  dearest  Sir.     Pray  write  to  me  inimediateb 
How  many  long  letters  has  this  one  short  fortnight 
dneed  I     More  than  I  may  probably  ever  write  agair 
feai'  I  shall  have  tired  you  with.  I'eading  them ;    but  yi 
will  now  have  time  to  rest,  for  I  shall  find  but  little  to 
in  future. 

And  now,  most  honoured  Sir,  with  all  the  follies  and' 

imperfections  which  I  have  thus  faithfully  recounted,  can 

you,  and  with  unabated  kindness,  suffer  me  to  sign  myself 

Your  dutiful  and  most  affectionate 


■"2 B 

m 

ver,  M 


I.KTTRll    XXTV. 


l!.-rn,  Hill,  April  22. 

HOW  much  do  I  rejoice  that  I  can  again  addreas  raj 
letters  to  Howard  Grove  I  My  Evelina  would  have 
grieved  Imd  slie  known  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  during  her 
reaidence  in  the  great  world.  My  apprehensions  have  been 
in&tpreBsihly  alarming ;  and  year  journal,  at  onoe  exciting 
and  relieving  my  feai'a,  has  almoist  wholly  ocenpied  me 
since  the  time  of  your  dating  it  from  London. 

Sir  Clement  Willoughby  most  be  an  artful  designing 
nan :  I  am  extremely  irritated  at  his  conduct.  The  pse- 
don  he  pretends  for  you  has  neither  sincerity  nor  honour; 
the  manner  and  the  opportunities  ho  baa  chosen  to  declare 
it,  are  bordci-ing  upon  insult, 

TTIb  unworthy  behavioiLr  after  the  opeiu,  convinces  me, 
that,  bad  not  your  vehemence  frightened  him.  Queen  Ajm 
Street  would  have  been  the  last  place  whither  he  would 
have  oi^ered  his  chariot,  0,  my  child,  how  thaukfal  am  1 
for  yonr  escape  !  I  need  not  now,  I  am  sure,  enlarge  upoo 
your  indiBcretion  and  want  of  thought,  in  so  hasfily  tnisfing 
yourself  with  a  man  so  little  known  to  you,  and  whose 
gaiety  and  flightinesa  should  have  put  you  on  your  guard. 

The  nobiemaa  you  met  at  tlie  Pantheon,  bold  and 
forward  lis  you  deseiibe  hjjn  to  be,  pves  me  no  appre- 
'lension  ;  a  man  who  appears  bo  openly  hceatious,  and  wko 
nakes  his  attack  with  eo  httle  rcgard  to  decorum,  is  one 
who,  to  a  mind  such  as  my  Evelina's,  can  nevei-  be  seen 
but  with  the  disgust  which  his  manners  ought  to  excite. 

But  Sir  Clement,  though  he  seeks  oueaBion  to  give  real 
offence,  contrives  to  avoid  all  appeai'ance  n£  intentiond 
evil,  He  is  far  more  dangerous,  because  more  artful:  but 
I  am  happy  to  observe,  that  he  seems  to  have  made  no  im- 
pressioa  upon  your  heart;  and  therefore  a  vfry  little  care 
and  prudence  may  secure  you  from  those  designs  whti^  I 
fear  he  liaa  formed. 
Lord  OrviUe  appears  to  te  oi  a  teVW  oiAbt  of  bsin^ 
Sis  apirited  condnct  to  the  mearij  imYBYV\Den'i,\Bi\B\,«»i 


V^^Ui 


bia  anxietf  for  yon  after  tfae  opera,  prove  him  to  be  a  man 
of  sense  and  of  feeling,  Doabtleas  he  thought  there  was 
much  reason  to  tremble  far  your  safety  while  expOBed  to 
the  power  of  Sir  Clement ;  and  he  acted  with  a  regard  to 
real  honour,  that  will  always  incline  me  to  think  woU  of 
him,  in  so  immediately  acquainting  the  Mirvan  family  with 
your  sitaation.  Many  men  of  this  age,  from  a  false  and 
pretended  delicacy  to  a  fiiend,  would  have  quietly  pursued 
their  own  affaara,  and  thought  it  more  honourable  to  leave 
an  unsuspecting  young  creature  to  the  mercy  of  a  libertine, 
than  to  risk  his  displeasure  by  taking  measures  for  her 
aecnrity. 

Your  evident  concern  at  leaving  London  is  very  natural, 
and  yet  it  ^icta  me,  I  ever  dreaded  yoar  being  tifo  much 
pleased  with  a  life  of  dissipation,  which  youth  and  vivacity 
render  lint  too  alluring ;  and  I  almost  regret  the  consoftt 
for  your  jonrney,  which  I  had  not  the  resolution  to  with- 
hold. 

Alaji,  my  child,  the  ai-tleBsness  of  your  nature,  and  tile 
simplicity  of  your  education,  alike  unfit  you  foi-  the  thorny 
paths  of  ihc  great  and  busy  world.  The  suppoaed  obscurity 
of  your  birth  and  situation,  makes  you  liable  to  a  thousand 
disagreeable  adventures.  Not  only  my  views,  hut  my  hopes 
for  your  future  life,  have  ever  centered  in  the  country. 
Shall  I  own  to  yon,  that,  however  I  may  differ  from  Cap- 
tnin  Mirvan  in  other  respects,  yet  ray  opinion  of  the  town, 
its  manners,  inhabitants,  and  diversions,  is  much  upon  a 
level  with  his  own  ?  Indeed  it  is  (he  general  harbonr  of 
fraud  and  of  folly,  of  duplicity  and  of  impertinence ;  and  I 
wish  few  things  more  fervently,  than  that  you  may  have 
taken  a  lasting  leave  of  it. 

Remember,  however,  that  I  only  speak  in  regard  to  a 
public  and  disKijiated  life ;  in  private  famities  wo  may 
doubtless  finil  aa  much  goodnesH,  honesty,  and  virtue,  in 
Iiou'ion  as  in  the  country. 

if  contented  with  a  retii-ed  station,  I  still  hope  I  shall 
live  to  see  my  Evelina  the  ornament  of  her  neighbourhood, 
and  the  pride  and  delight  of  her  family ;  giving  and  re- 
ceiving joy  from  such  society  as  may  beat  deaBr7e,^i«t  ^eft- 
^in,  and  emplojing  hereelf  in  such  ueotuA  an.3.  \Tn\flP.eT*.  ftf:'- 
rnuy  secure  and    morit    the    U-.«>\cTe4^.  \o-^' 


of  her  frionda,  and  tlic  wortliiest  Giitinfncliioo  rf  | 

Suet  are  my  hopes,  and  such  have  been  myexpeoH 
Disappoint  them  not,  my  beloved  child ;  but  c' 
a,  few  lines,  that  may  assure  me,  this  one  short  £01 
apeot  in  town  has  not  undone  the  work  of  seventeei^l 
spent  in  the  counti'y. 


LRTTRR   XXV, 

BVKLINA   'i'O   TUk    HS\.    Mil. 

Soward  Grove,  AprH  2ff.'^ 
0,  my  dear  Sir,  no  ;  the  work  of  se:eeiitcen  years  romaJns 


^  1  such  as  it  was,  ever  unworthy  your  time  and  your 
labour ;  but  not  moi*  so  now— at  least  I  hope  not,^than 
before  that  fortnight  which  haa  so  muoh  alarmed  you- 

And  yet  1  must  confess,  that  I  am  not  half  bo  happy 
here  at  present  as  I  was  ere  I  went  to  town  :  but  the  chajige 
is  In  the  place,  not  in  111c.  Cajitain  llirvan  and  Madame 
Duval  have  mined  Hovrard  Grove.  The  hiu-mony  that 
reigned  here  is  disturbed,  our  schemes  are  broken,  our  way 
of  life  is  altered,  and  our  comfort  is  destroyed.  But  do  nol 
suppose  Jitntdon  to  be  the  source  of  these  evils  ;  for,  had  our 
ezoursiuii  been  any  where  else,  so  disagreeable  an  addition 
to  our  household  must  have  caused  the  same  change  at  nnf 
return. 

I  was  sure  you  would  be  diapltiised  with  Sir  Clement 
"Willoughby,  and  therefoie  I  am  by  no  means  surprised  at 
what  you  say  of  him  ;  but  for  Lord  Oi'ville — I  must  own  I 
had  gi'eatly  feared  that  my  weak  and  imperfect  aocoimt 
would  not  have  procured  him  the  good  opinion  whieh  he 
so  well  deserves,  and  which  I  am  delighted  to  find  you  aeem 
to  have  of  him.  O,  Sir,  could  I  have  done  justice  to  the 
merit  of  which  I  believe  him  possessed  ;~— could  I  have 
painted  him  to  i/oii  such  as  he  appeared  to  <me ; — then,  in- 
deed, yon  would  liave  had  some  iilca  of  the  claim  which  lie 
)jas  to  yiiur  approbation  \ 

After  the  last  letter  which  1  wrote  in  town,  nothing  inoi'O 


^^■ed  prerionB  to  onr  journey  hither.  esuL'pt  a  very  violenfl 
^Hvrel  between  Captain  Mircait  and  HadaLme  Dnval.  Alj 
Wie  Captain  intended  to  tj^vel  on  koraeback,  he  bad  settled 
that  we  four  females  shonld  make  use  of  his  coach.  Madame 
Dural  did  not  come  to  Queen  Ann  Street  till  the  carriage 
had  waited  some  time  at  the  door ;  and  then,  attended  bj; 
Moneienr  Du  Boia,  she  made  her  appearance.  2 

The  Captain,  impatient  to  be  gone,  would  not  suffer  tlieag 
to  eiitf  r  the  house,  but  insisted  that  we  should  immodiateM 
get  into  the  coach.  We  obeyed ;  bat  were  no  sooner  seateS 
than  Madame  Duval  said,  "  Come,  Monsieur  Du  Hoifl 
these  girls  (.'an  make  very  good  room  for  you  ;  sit  closfld 
children."  ^ 

Mrs.  Mirvan  looked  qaite  confounded  ;  and  M.  Du  Bois, 
after  making  some  apologies  about  crowding  ns,  actually 
got  into  the  coach,  on  the  side  with  Miss  Mirvan  and  me. 
Bat  no  sooner  was  he  seated,  than  the  Captain,  who  hiul 
observed  thia  transaction  very  quietly,  walked  up  to  the 
coach  door,  saying,  "  What,  neither  with  your  leas  e,  nor 
by  your  leave  ?  " 

M.  Da  Bois  seemed  rather  shocked,  and  began  to  make 
abondance  of  excuses ;  but  the  Captain  neither  undei-atood 
nor  regarded  him,  and,  very  roughly,  said,  "  Look'ee 
Miwwaer,  this  here  may  bo  a  French  fashion  for  aught  I 
know, — but  give  and  take  is  fair  in  all  nations ;  a' 
now,  d'ye  see,  I'll  make  bold  to  show  you  an  English 

And  then,  seizing  his  wrist,  he  made  bimjorap  out  of  tl 
coach. 

M.  Du  Bois  instantly  put  hia  hand  upon  his  sword, 
threatened  to  resout  this  indignity.     The  Captain,  holding 
up  his  stick,  bid  him   draw   at   his   peril.      Mrs.  Mirvan, 
greatly    alarmed,    got  out    of    the   coach,   and,   standing 
between    them,    intreated    her    husband    to    re-enter 
house. 

"  None  of  your  clack  !  "    cried  he  angrily  ;    "  what 
D — 1,  do  you  suppose  I  can't  manage  a  Frenclimau  F  " 
^^Jeantime,  Madame  Duval  called  out  to  M.  Du  Bois, "' 
ami,  we  le  eoiTiycx  pa> ;  a'est  imt  I'ilaiiie  Mte 
a  peine." 

BjfoMiew  le   Oapitaiiie,"  cried  M.   Du.  Itois,  "I'uujd 
f  6i«»  wtfl  ijemander  pardon  ?  " 


"  0  ho,  yon.  demand  pardon,  do  you  P  "  said  the  Gaptwn, 
"  I  thought  &B  much  ;  I  thought  you'd  come  to ; — so  ytw 
hare  lost  your  relish  for  an  English  salutation,  have  you?" 
strutting  up  to  him  with  looks  of  defiance. 

A  crowd  was  now  gathering,  and  Mrs.  Mirran  agun  bf- 
sought  her  hushand  to  go  into  the  house. 

"  Why,  what  a  plague  is  the  woman  afraid  of  ? — Did  jnr 
ever  know  a  rrenchman  that  could  not  take  an  affront  F— 
I  warrant  Movseer  knows  what  he  is  ahout ; — don't  yon 


M.  Du  Bois,  not  underatamling  him,  only  said,  "plaH-U, 
Mbnsi'evr  f  " 

"  No,  nor  dieh  me  neither,"  answered  the  Captain ;  "  bnt, 
be  that  bb  it  may,  what  signifies  our  parleying  here?  If 
youVe  any  thing  to  propose,  apeak  nt  once  ;  if  not,  why  let 
UB  go  on  our  joitmey  without  more  ;ido." 

"Parbleu,  je  Wentends  rien,  moi!"  cried  M.  Dn  Bois, 
shrugging  up  his  Bhonlders,  and  looking  very  dismal. 

Mrs.  Mirvan  then  adTaneed  to  him,  and  said  in  FrCDCli, 
ihat  she  was  enre  the  Captain  had  not  any  intention  to 
affront  him,  and  begged  he  would  desist  from  a,  dispnie 
which  could  only  bo  productive  of  mutual  misauderatMid- 
ing,  as  neither  of  them  knew  the  language  of  the  other. 

This  sensible  remonstT'ance  had  the  deaired  effect;  xai 
M.  dn  BoiB,  making  a  bow  to  every  one  except  the  CaptaJBi 
very  wisely  gave  up  the  point,  and  took  leave. 

We  then  hoped  to  proceed  quietly  on  our  jonmey ;  but 
the  turbulent  Captain  would  not  yet  permit  us.  He  iip- 
proached  Madame  Duval  with  nii  esulting  air,  and  said, 
■'  Why,  how's  this,  Madam  P  what,  has  your  champion  de- 
serted you  ?  why,  I  thought  you  told  me,  that  yoa  di 
gentlewomen  had  it  all  your  own  way  among  them  Franeli 
sparks  ?  " 

"  As  to  that,  Sir,"  answered  she,  "  it's  not  of  no  conse- 
quence what  you  thought ;  for  a  person  who  can  behave  in 
such  a  low  way,  may  think  what  he  pleases  for  me,  for  I 
sba'n't  mind." 

"  WTiy  then,  Mistress,  since  you  must  needs  make  so 
free,"  cried  he,  "  ploEtee  to  tell  me  the  reason  why  yoa  todt 
ihe  IiheHy  for  to  ask  any  ot  jout  JoUo-wera  vuto  my 

lioul  nij  icave  ?     Auawev  mi;  to  tW,V 


P  Why,  then,  pifiy,  iiii;"  returned  she,  "f«ll  me  the  reason 
Py  yon  took  the  liberty  tri  treat  the  gentleman  in  such  an 
.npolite  way,  as  to  take  and  pall  him  neck  and  heels  out  ? 
I'm  sore  he  hadn't  done  nothing  to  aifront  you,  cor  nobody 
else ;  and  ]  don't  know  what  great  hurt  ho  woidd  hare 
done  you,  by  jnst  sitting  still  in  the  coach:  ho  would  noL 
have  eat  it." 

"  What,  do  you  think,  then,  that  my  horaea  have  notl 
to  do  but  to  carry  about  your  BoiveUing  Frenchmen  ' 
you  dn.  Madam.  T  must  make  bold  to  tell  y»u,  you  are 
for  I'll  aee  'em  hang'd  first." 

"  More  brute  you,  then  I  iar  they've  never  carried  no 
half  80  good." 

"  Why,  look'ee.  Madam,  if  you  must  nL-edi!  provoke  me, 
I'll  tell  yon  a  piece  of  my  mind:  you  mnat  knnw,  I  can 
see  fta  far  into  a  milJst«ne  as  (mother  man  ;  and  no,  if  you 
thought  for  to  fob  me  off  with  one  of  your  smirking  French 
puppies  for  a  son-in-law,  wl  v  you'll  find  youraelf  in  a 
hobble,  that's  all." 

"  Sir,  you're  a but  I  won't  say  what; — but  I  pro- 

fl  hadn't  no  such  a  thought,  no  more  hadn't  Monaieui' 
My  dear,"  aaJd  Mrs.  Mirvan,  ■■  we  shall  be  very  late," 
Well,  well,"  answei'ed   he,  "  get  away  then ;    ofE  with 
as  fast  as  you  can,  it's  high  time.     As  to  Molly,  she' 
fine  lady  enough  in  all   conacience  ;   I  want  " 

French  chaps  to  make  her  worse," 

And  so  saying  he  mounted  his  borse  and  we  drore 
And  I  could  not  but  think,  "with  regret,  of  (he 
feelings  we  experienced  npon  leaving  London,  to  what 
helonged  to  onr  entering  it. 

During  the  joamey  Madame  Duval  was  bo  very  violi 
i^ainst  the  Captain,  that  she  obliged  Mrs.  Mirvan  to 
her,  that,  when  in  her  presence,  slie  must  beg  hci-  to  chi 
some  other  subject  of  discourse. 
We  had  a  most  affectionate  reception  fi'om  Lady  Howar^.l 
e  kindness  and  hospitality  cannot  faitof  making  every 
ny  happy  who  ts  disposed  so  to  be, 

^dien,  my  dearest  Sir.     T  hop<!,  thougVi  T  \\avft  'liVOM^Ao 
^ected  to  mention  it,  that  yon  liave  a\w«.-j-a  I'tu 
a  wJiiKivt.'i'  /las  madv  any  iui|Lilvy  wiucvurxivu^ 


LETTER   XXTI. 

1    TO   l-HE    REV,    MB, 

Howard  Grove,  AprU  8?,       ^ 

OMY  dear  Sir,  I  now  write  in  tliH  greatest  uneafliBeB!! 
t  Madame  Duval  has  made  a  proposal  wliioii  teirififi 
me  to  death,  and  whiuh  waa  aa  imoxpected  aa  it  is  shockiiig 

She  liad  been  employed  for  some  hours  this  aftemorm  in  J 
reading  lettera  from  London :  and,  jnst  about  tea-time,  aha  j 
sent  for  me  into  her  room,  nnd  said,  with  &  look,  of  gnui 
satdBfaction,  "  Come  here,  child,  I've  got  some  very  good  i 
news  to  tell  you  :  something  that  will-surpriBC  you,  I'll  giw  J 
jon  my  word,  for  yoa  ha'n't  no  notion  of  it."  - 

I  begged  her  lo  explain  herself;  and  then, 
which  I  cannot  repeat,  she  Biiid  she  had  been  considering 
what  a  shame  it  was  to  see  me  such  a  poor  conntiy,  ehsme' 
faced  thing,  wlien  I  ought  to  be  a  fine  lady ;  and  that  At 
had  long,  and  upon  Eevei'al  occasions,  blushed  for  me,  tboQglL 
eho  must  own  the  fault  was  none  of  mine :  for  notli^ 
better  could  be  expected  fram  a  girl  who  had  been  so  im- 
mured.  However,  she  assured  me  sbe  bad,  at  length,  hit 
upon  a  plan,  which  would  maJio  quite  imotber  creature  vf 

I  waited,  without  much  impatience,  to  hear  what  ihi' 
preface  led  to ;  but  I  was  soon  awakened  to  more  livdj 
sensations,  when  sKe  acquainted  me,  that  her  intention  «W 
to  prove  my  birthright,  and  to  claim,  by  law,  the  inheri- 
tance of  my  real  family  ! 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  express  my  extreiiM 
constematioit  when  she  thus  unfolded  her  scheme.  Uf 
surprise  and  terror  were  equally  gieat ;  I  could  say  nothis{(: 
I  heard  her  witli  a  silence  which  I  had  not  tho  power  to 

She  then  expatiated  very  warmly  tipon  the  advantage' 
I  ahonld  reap  from  lier  pliin  ;  talked  in  a  high  etjle  of  taj 
fature  grandeur ;  assui-ed  me  bow  heai-tily  I  should  dt 
almost  every  body  and  evei-y  thing  I  liad  hitherto  .1 
predicted  my  marrying  into  Kume  family  of  the  first, 


Jngdom ;  and,  S.RR.ll_r,  said  1  should  spend  a  few 
Faria,  wbere  my  edncation  aud  matmere  might 
If  last  polish, 
ilorged  also  upon  tlie  delight  she  shonld  have,  in 
witt  myself,  from  mDi'tifjiny;  the  pride  of  certain 
ad  ahowing  them  that  she  wna  not  to  he  flighted 
mnity. 

■  iBt  of  this  diKconrse,  I  was  relieved  by  a  sum- 
Madamc  Duval  was  in  great  Bpirits ;  but  my 
iwae  too  painful  for  concealment,  and  every  body 
,  into  the  cause,  I  would  fain  have  waived  the  sab- 
;Madame  Duvn.!  woe  determined  to  uako  it  public, 
ithem  that  she  had  it  in  her  head  to  make  eomethmg 
\A  that  they  should  soon  oall  me  by  another  nalne 
t  of  Ajiville;  and  yet  that  shn  ivns  not  going  to 
(Ohild  married  neither. 

1  not  endure  to  hvm:  her  proceed,  and  weis  going 
the  room  J  whinli,  when  Lady  Howard  perceived, 
ed  Madiime  Duval  would  defer  her  intelligence  to 
er  opportunity  ;    but  she  was  so  eager  to  com- 

hei'  scheme,  that  she  could  bear  no  delay ;  and 

they  suffered  me  to  go  without  opposition.  In- 
enever  my  sitiuition  or  iifFaii's  are  mentioned  by 

Duval,  she  speaks  of  them  with  such  bluntuesH 
ily,  that  I  cannot  be  enjoined  a  ttiak  more  cruel 
ear  her. 

literwarda  acquainted  with  some  jiarticulars  of  the 
aon  by  Miss  Mirvan ;  who  told  me  tliat  iMadaxae 
formed  them  of  her  plan  with  the  utmost  com- 

and  seemed  to  think  herself  very  fortunate  in 
^gested  it;  but,  soon  after,  she  accidentally  be- 
lat  she  had  been  instigated  to  the  scheme  by  Lev 
the  Branghtons,  whose  letters,  which  she  received 
rst  mentioned  the  proposal.  She  declared  that 
1  have  nothing  io  do  with  ntiy  Toundahout  ways, 

rally  and  instnntiy  to  law,  in  order  to  prove  my 
u»me,  nnd  title  to  the  estate  ot  my  aneest.ora. 
iiwi'tinent  aud  cSicLous  in  tiitHte  Hratightons,  U> 
thus  in  my  concerna  I  You  can  hardly  iraa^ne 
Btnrbance  this  })liin  has  made  in  the  Family.  Tfao 
'tliont  enquiring  into  any  particulars  of  the  ikSsM, 


1 
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has  peremptorily  declared  himself  agaiart  it,  merely  becBW  i 
it  hfl,B  been  proposed  by  MuUmno  Duval ;  ajid  ttiey  lia» 
battled  the  point  together  with  great  violence.  Mrs.  Mirvm 
says,  she  will  not  even  think,  till  she  hears  yonr  opinioii. 
But  Lady  Howard,  to  my  great  soiprise,  openly  avows  lia 
approbation  of  Madame  Dnval'a  intention :  however,  abl  j 
will  write  her  reasons  and  eentimenta  upon  the  subject  M 
you  herself. 

As  to  Mias  Mirvan,  she  is  my  second  self,  and  nail 
hopes  nor  feara  bnt  ns  I  do.  And  aa  to  me, — -I  know 
what  to  say,  nor  even  what  to  wish  :  I  have  often  thonf, 
my  fate  pecnliarly  cmet,  to  have  but  one  parent,  and  from 
that  mie  to  be  banished  for  ever  ■.—while,  on  the  other  eA), 
I  have  bat  too  well  known  and  felt  the  propriety  of  ^ 
Boparation.  And  yet,  you  may  much,  better  imagine,  tlmt 
I  can  eiprcas,  the  internal  anguish  which  sometinieB  OJ^ 
presses  m.y  heart,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  strange  in(lrftereM« 
that  must  occasion  a  father  never  to  make  the  least  enqitii 
after  the  health,  the  welfare,  or  even  the  life  of  hia  ohm! 

0  Sir,  to  ine  the  loaa  is  nothing  ! — greatly,  sweetly,  an 
moat  benevolently  have  you  guarded  me  from  feemig  it", 
but  for  kim,  I  grieve  indeed! — 1  must  be  divested,, l»l 
merely  of  all  filial  piety,  but  of  all  humanity,  could  I  OTP 
think  upon  this  snbjeet,  and  not  be  wounded  to  tb.e  aoill. 

Again  I  must  repeat,  I  know  not  what  to  loish;  QaUt 
for  me,  therefore,  my  dearest  Sir,  and  suffer  my  donbtinj 
mind,  that  knows  not  wliich  way  to  direct  its  hopes,  to  m 
guided  by  yonr  wisdom  and  unerring  counsel. 

'       EvuLiNi. 


LETTKR    XXVII. 

LADY    BOWAKH   TO  TUB    UK^',    MR.   VH.IJIRS. 

Dear  Sir,  Howard  Qrwti 

I  CANNOT  give  a  greater  proof  of  tbe  high  opinion  I 
have  of  your  candour,  than  by  the  liberty  I  am  HO* 
going  to  taie.  r>f  preanmiog  to  offer  ynu  ndvicn,  upon  ' 
.bJQcL  concerning  which  you  have  mm  just  u  claim 


for  yourself:  but  I  know  yon  have  too  unaffected  a  lova  4 
of  justice,  to  be  partially  teuaciouB  of  yoor  owti  jttdgnieiit,     I 

Madame  Daval  has  been  proposing  a  acheniQ  wliich  hafl  J 
pub  u3  :t\l  it)  (-■onimotion,  and  against  wliich,  at  flrat,  in  j 
•...'muloii  witli  tlie  rest  of  ray  family,  I  exclaimed  ;  but,  I 
upon  mure  luntiive  I'oiiBidemtioti,  I  own  uiy  objeotiona  have  J 
lihuost  wbolly  vanished.  I 

I'hie  scheme  is  no  other  than  to  commence  a,  lawsuifc   ] 
« itli  Sir  John  Belmont,  to  prove  the  validity  of  hia  marr, 
■;;igc   with  Miss  Evelyn;    the  necessary  conaequfaice  oi  J 
'  jjioli  proof  will  be,  secnring  his  fortune  and  ebtat«  to  hJAt  1 
I  lughtor,  ",  j 

Aud  why,  my  dear  Sir,  should  not  this  be  F  I  know 
LiiaL,  upon  Grst  hearing,  snch  a  plan  conveys  ideas  that 
must  shock  yoa;  but  I  know,  too,  that  your  mind  is 
.iiiperior  to  being  governed  by  prejudices,  or  to  opposing 
uny  important  cause  on  account  of  a  few  disagreeable  at- 
■i.'ndant  olrcumatances.  i 

Yom-   lovely   chargi;,   now    first   entering  into   life,   hUi  | 
■iiLTit  which  ought  not  to  be  buried  in  obscnrity,     She   1 
^ijems  bom  for  an  oraameiit  to  the  world.     N^atnre  haa 
b«eu  bountiful  to  her  of  wbatever  she  had  to  bestow  ;  and 
ihe  peculiar  attention  yon  have  given  to  her  education,  haa 
formed  her  mind  to  a  degree  of  excellence,  that  in  one  so 

Cng  I  have  scarce  ever  aeon  equalled.     Tortune  alone 
hatheito  been  eparing  of  her  gifts;  and  she,  too,  now 
opens  the  way  which  leads  to  all  that  is  left  to  wish  for 

Wbat  your  reasons  may  have  been,  my  good  Sir,  for  bo 
iLlully  concealing  the  birth,  name,  and  pretenaions  of 
s  amiable  girl,  and  forbearing  to  make  any  claim  upon 
John  Belmont,  I  am  totally  a  stranger  to  ;  bat,  without 
>«"ing,  I  respect  them,  from  the  high  opinion  thiit  I  liaveof 
iir  charattei'  and  judgment:  but  I  hupc  tliey  are  nob  in* 
]  r  1  able  ,  for  I  cannot,  bnt  think,  that  it  was  never  de- 
Kued  for  one  who  seems  meant  to  grace  tlie  world,  toba^'e 
1  Wo  de\ot«d  to  retirement, 

^urtly  Sir  John  Belmont,  wretch  as  be  has  shown  1 
It,  could  never  see  tila  accomplished  daughter,  aud  not  l^l 
iwoud  to  own  her,  and  eager  tu  secure  hn-  the  inbeiitonaQ.^ 
'  '"i  fortune.     Tlie  admii'ation  she  met  witk  vn,  \o-t«s, 
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tbough  merely  the  eSect  of  her  externa]  attracwons,  wm 
Huch,  that  Mrs.  Mirvan  assures  me,  she  would  hare  had 
the  most  Bplcmlid  offcra,  had  there  not  aeemed  to  be  Bone 
myBtci'y  in  ipyard  fii  her  birth,  whiili,  ahe  was  well  in- 
formed  was  assiduoHsly,  ttiough  vainl\,  uudoavriniHiii  to  b« 
disco  vei'ed. 

Can  it  be  right,  my  dear  Sir,  iciat  this  promiaing  yoang 
ereature  should  be  deprived  of  the  fortune  and  rank 
of  life  to  which  she  ia  lawfully  intitled,  and  which  yon 
have  prepared  her  to  support  and  to  use  so  nobly  P  To  dfr 
apise  riohee  may,  indeed,  be  philosophic  ;  but  to  dispensft 
them  worthily  must,  surely,  ')0  more  beneficial  to  mav 
kind. 

Perhaps  a  few  yeai-a,  or  indeed  a  much  shorter  time,  m^ 
moke  this  scheme  impracticable :  Sir  Jolin,  tbo'  yet  yonng, 
leads  a  life  too  dissipated  for  long  duration  ;  and  wben  tod 
late,  we  may  regret  that  something  was  not  sooner  done; 
for  it  will  bo  next  to  impossible,  after  he  is  gone,  to  settis 
or  prove  anything  with  his  heirs  and  execntoi-s. 

Pardon  the  earaestneas  with  which  I  write  my  sense  dS 
this  affair  ;  bnt  your  charming  ward  has  made  m.e  M 
warmly  her  friend,  that  I  eannot  be  inditferent  upon  a  sidl- 
jeut  of  such  importance  to  her  fntui*  life. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  ; — ^send  me  speedily  an  answer  toitil 
remon.'itrnnce,  and  believe  mc  to  ho,  Ac. 

M.  Howard. 


LETTER   SSTTII. 

MB.    SILLASS   TO    LAliT   HOWARD. 

Uernj  Hill,  May  S. 

YOUR  letter,  Madam,  has  opened  a  anurce  of  anxiety,  U 
which  1  look  forward  mth  dread,  and  which,  to  SM 
closed,  I  scarcely  dare  expect.  I  am  unwilling  to  oppdsa 
my  opinion  to  that  of  your  Ladyship;  nor,  indeed,  can  L 
bnt  by  ailments  which  I  beheve  will  rather  rank  me  as  ■ 
hermit,  ignorant  of  the  world,  and  fit  only  for  my  cell,  than 
as  ft  proper  guardian,  in  an  age  sach  as  this,  for  an  acoom- 
plished  young  woman.     Tet,  thus  called  upon,  it  behove* 


me  Ui  explain,  and  endeavoui-  to  rindicatie,  iJitr  reasons  bjfl 
which  1  have  heen  hithei-to  guided.  ^W 

The  mtithei'  of  this  dear  cliiid,-   "llo  ^"^  't^d  io  (JestrnoH 
iriiti   bv   her   own    imprndence,    the   hardness    of  heart  i^M 
M  ailame  Duval,  and  the  villanj  af  Sir  John  Belmont,— w(M 
t>nce,  what  her  daughter  is  now,  the  best  beloved  of  ntty™ 
lieBTt ;   and  her  memoiy,  so  long  as  my  own  holda,  I  shall 
love,  monm  and  hononr !     On  the  fatal  day  that  her  gentle 
Bool  left  ita  mansion,  and  not  many  hoars  ere  she  ceased  to 
"breathe,   1  solemnly  plighted  my  faith.   That   her  ekild  ^Am 
it  li/ved,  should.  Itnow  no  fatlicr  Tint  myself,  or  her  achwtiilmlgaM 
husband.  ^M 

Yon  cannot^  Madam,  suppose  that  I  found  much  difficnl^fl 
in  adhering  to  this  promise,  and  forbearing  to  make  any 
claim  npon  Sir  John  Belmont.     Conid  1  feel  an  affection 
iha  most  paternal  for  this  poor  sufferer,  and  not  abominate 
her  destroyer  ?   Could  I  wish  to  deliver  to  hifii,  who  had  bO 
Iwsely  betrayed  the  mother,  the  helpless  and  innocent  o^M 
spring,  who,  bom  in  so  much  sorrow,  seemed  intitled  to  dfl 
ilic  compassionate  tenderness  of  pity  ?  ^B 

For  niany  years,  the  vame  alone  of  that  mnn,  accidentallj^ 
spoken  in  my  hearing,  almost  diTestcd  me  of  my  Chria- 
lianity,  and  scarce  oonld  1  forbear  to  execrato  him.  Tet  I 
Maght  not,  neither  did  I  desire,  to  deprive  him  of  his  child, 
had  he  with  any  appearance  of  contrition,  or,  indeed,  of 
hnmanity,  endeavonred  to  become  less  unworthy  such  a 
liloGsing  ; — but  he  is  a  stranger  to  all  parental  feelings,  and 
tiiia  with  a  savage  insenaibUity,  forborne  to  enquire  even 
into  the  eiistence  of  this  sweet  orphan,  though  the  situation 
of  hia  iisjnred  wife  was  bat  Loo  well  known  to  him. 
Ton  wish  to  be  acqnainbad  with  my  intentions. — I  most 
^^nowledge  they  were  each  as  I  now  perceive  would  not  be 
^^umred  with  your  Ladyship's  approbation  ;  for  though  I 
^^baomeiimea  thought  of  presenting  Evelina  to  her  father, 
^^pBemanding  the  justice  which  is  her  due,  yet,  at  other 
^TOS,  I  have  both  disdained  and  feared  the  application  ^^ 
rlisdained  lest  it  should  be  refused  ;  and  feared, 
>)if)uld  be  accepted ! 

Lady  Belmont,  who  was  firmly  persuaded  of  her  an 
^Hnfaiog  dissolution,  frequently  and  earnestly  besought  lOM 
^^nf  hM  infant  was  a  female,  I  would  iiot  a.Vfflnift'n.V'st^ 


the  direction  of  a  miin  so  wiollj  unfii  to  take  the  charge  0 
ber  eiluL'ittion  :  but,  filionld  she  be  importunivtely  demanded 
that  I  would  retire  with  her  abi'oitd,  and  carefully  conoet 
her  from  Sir  John,  till  some  appas'out  oliimge  in  hiB  aenti 
menta  iind  conduct  should  announce  Lini  leas  improper  flj 
Buch  ;l  truati  And  often  would  slie  say,  "  Should  the  poo 
babe  have  any  feelings  correspondent  with  its  mothar'E,  i 
will  have  no  want  while  under  your  protection."  AIm 
she  had  no  sooner  quitted  it  hBreolf,  than  she  was  plongei 
into  a  gulphof  misery,  that  swallowed  up  hei- peace,  r^^ 
tion,  and  life. 

During  the  childliood  of  EveUnn,  I  suggested  a  thouSMM 
plana  for  the  security  of  her  birth-right ; — but  I  aa  maa; 
times  rejected  them.  I  was  in  a  perpetual  confiict,  betwee 
tbe  desire  that  she  should  have  justice  done  ber,  and  tl 
apprehension  that,  while  I  improved  her  fortune,  I  ahouli 
endanger  her  mind.  However,  as  her  character  began  to  b 
formed,  and  her  disposition  to  be  displayed,  my  perplexit 
iibated  ;  the  road  before  me  seemed  less  thoi-ny  and  intri 
cate,  and  I  thought  I  could  perceive  the  right  path  frOB 
the  wrong :  for  when  I  observed  the  artless  openness,  tli 
ingenuous  simplicity  of  her  nature ;  when  T  saw  that  he 
guileless  and  innocent  soul  fancied  all  the  world  to  b 
pure  and  disintei'ested  as  herself,  and  that  her  heart  in 
open  to  every  impression  with  which  love,  pity,  or  B 
might  assail  it ; — then  did  I  flutter  myself,  that  to  fdltn 
my  own  inclination,  and  to  secure  her  welfare,  was  111 
sumo  tiling ;  since,  to  expose  her  to  the  snares  and  dangei 
inevitably  encircling  a  Lease  of  which  the  master  is  difiSi 
pated  atid  unprincipled,  without  the  guidance  of  a  mothoi 
or  any  prudent  aud  sensible  female,  seemed  lo  me  no  la 
than  suffering  her  to  stumble  into  some  dreadful  pit,  wha 
the  sun  is  in  its  meridian.  My  plan,  therefore,  waa  ns 
merely  to  educate  and  io  cherish  her  as  my  own,  bat  t 
adopt  her  the  heiress  of  my  small  fortune,  and  to  heatoi 
her  npoii  some  worthy  man,  with  whom  ahe  might  spea 
her  days  in  tranquiUity,  cheerfulness,  and  good-humoor,  on 
trtinted  hy  vice,  folly,  or  a.mbition. 

So  much  for  (he  time  past.    Such  have  been  the  nioUTS 

f-  wJuch  1  have  been  govemeA-,  tibA  i  Wvt  \hs^  will  b 

I'ply  to  accooiit  iov,  \jw.t  a.\ao  Vo  \Qa.'E&-3,'i 


/pr  trjiich 


hict  which  has  resalted  from  them.    It  r 
k  of  the  time  to  come. 

And  here,  indeed,  I  um  eensible  of  difficultiee  which  I 
almost  despair  o£  Bnrmouiiting  accoi-ding  to  my  wishea.  I 
pay  the  lugheat  deference  to  jour  Ladyship's  opinion, 
which  it  is  extremely  painfol  to  me  not  to  concur  with ; — yet 
I  am  so  well  acquainted  with  your  goodnesa,  that  I  presume 
to  hope  it  would  not  be  abaolately  impossible  for  me  to 
oSer  each  argmncnta  as  might  lead  yon  to  think  with  me, 
that  this  young  creature's  chance  of  happiness  seems  lees 
doubtful  in  retirement,  than  it  would  be  in  the  gay  aad 
dissipated  world.  But  why  should  I  perplex  your  ladyship 
with  reaaoning  that  cau  turn  to  so  little  account  P  for, 
alas !  what  ai^nments,  what  pei'Snasions,  can  I  make  use 
of,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  to  such  a  woman  as  Madame 
Dnval  ?  Her  character  and  the  violence  of  her  disposition, 
intimidate  me  from  making  the  attempt :  she  is  too  igno- 
rant for  iuBtmction,  too  obstinate  for  intreaty,  and  too  weak 
for  reason. 

I  will  not,  therofom,  enter  into  a  contest  from  which  I 
hare  nothing  to  expect  but  altercation  and  impertinence. 
As  soon  would  I  discuss  the  eftact  of  sound  with  the  deaf, 
or  the  nature  of  colours  with  the  blind,  as  aim  at  illumi- 
Uttting  with  conviction  a  mind  ao  waqied  by  prejudice,  so 
mncb  the  slave  of  unruly  and  illibei-al  p^sions.  Unused 
as  she  is  to  control,  persuasion  would  but  harden,  and  op- 
position incense  her.  I  yield,  therefore,  to  the  neceasity 
which  com.pel8  my  reluctant  acquiescence ;  and  shall  now 
tnm  all  my  thoughts  upon  considering  of  such  methods  for 
the  conducting  this  enterprise,  as  may  be  most  conducive 
;to  tbe  happiness  of  my  child,  and  least  liable  to  wound  her  i 

BbiUty.  ^^ 

«  la'w-sait,  therefore,  I  wholly  aad  absolutely  disaj^^^^f 
iU  yon,  my  dear  Uadam,  forgive  tbe  freedom  of  on^^^l 
tin  man,  if  I  own  myself  gi-eatly  surprised,  that  you  could, 
I'ven  for  a  moment,  listen  to  a  plan  so  violent,  so  public,  so 
totally  repugnant  to  all  female  delicacy  ?    1  mq.  ?&^\s,Sve.i. 
r  Ladyslup  has  not  weighed  this  project.    TlXw^e  '«*&  ^ 
'  "--J^  when  to  assert  the  innocence  oiXisuirj^^wisse^' 
i  to  tbe  world  tlie  wwowjs,  \wA  9wat,V,^  ■«\tt'5>* 


ehe  snfEered,  J.  proposed,  nay  attempted,  a  similar  plan; 
ibut  then  alJ  assiBtance  and  encoui'agemciit  was  denicil. 
How  cruel  to  the  remenibi'aucc  I  bear  of  her  woes  ia  this 
tardy  resentment  of  Madame  Dnval !  She  was  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  Natui'e,  thongh  she  haa  hearkened  to  that  of 
Ambition. 

Never  can  I  consent  to  Lave  this  dear  and  timid  girl 
brought  forward  to  the  notice  of  tie  world  by  such,  t 
method  ;  a  method  which  will  subject  her  to  all  tie  imper- 
tinence of  curiosity,  the  sneers  of  cOBJecture,  and  the  stuigs 
of  ridicule.  And  for  what  ?— the  attainment  of  weeUi' 
which  she  does  not  want,  and  the  gratification  of  vani^ 
which  she  does  not  feel.  A  child  to  appear  against  a  fathra!! 
— no.  Madam,  old  and  infirm  as  I  am,  I  would  even  yet  soonei: 
convey  her  myeelf  to  some  j'omote  part  of  the  world,  tton^^ 
I  were  sure  of  dying  in  the  expedition. 

Far  different  had  been  the  motives  which  would  have' 
stimnJated  her  unhappy  mother  to  such  a  proceeding ;  sQ, 
her  felicity  in  this  world  was  irretrievably  lost ;  hOT  Kftj 
waa  become  a  burthen  to  her;  and  her  fair  fame,  wiichehe; 
had  early  been  taught  to  prize  above  all  other  things,  had, 
received  a  mortal  wound :  therefore,  to  clear  her  oWO, 
honour,  and  to  secure  fi'om  blemish  the  birth  of  her  chilct' 
waa  all  the  good  which  fortune  had  reserved  herself  th^! 
power  of  bestowing.  But  even  tliis  last  consolation  wag 
withheld  from  her ! 

Let  milder  measureB  be  adopted :  and- — since  it  nual  bi 
so — let  application  be  made  to  Sir  John  Belmont :  but  aSj 
to  a  law-suit,  I  hope,  upon  this  subject,  never  more  to  hear 
it  mraLtioned. 

With  Madame  Duval,  all  pleas  of  delicacy  would  be  ior, 
effectaal ;  her  scheme  must  bo  opposed  by  argum.ents  better 
aoited  to  her  understanding.  1  will  not,  therefore,  talk  ot 
its  improprie^,  bat  endeavour  to  prove  its  inutility.  Bav6 
the  goodness,  tlicn,  to  tell  her,  that  her  own  intentions 
would  be  frustrated  by  her  plan ;  since,  should  the  law* 
suit  be  commenced,  and  even  should  the  cause  be  gained) 
Sir  John  Belmont  wonld  still  have  it  in  his  power,  and,  il 
irritated,  no  doubt  in  his  inclinatioTv,  to  cut  off  her  grand* 
daughter  with  a  shilling.  _  1 

Sire  cannot  do  better  herseU  ttiaai.  to  temftiii  c^ait*.  m 


loCive  in  tlie  aSair :  the  loag  Euid  mntnal  Euiiinosit^ 
I  her  and  Sir  Joha  will  make  ber  interferencn 
merely  pvoductivo  of  debatefi  and  ill-will.  Neither  woald 
I  bavs  Eyeliaa  uppear  till  sammoned.  And  as  to  mjself, 
I  mast  wholly  decline  actiiig ;  thoug'h  I  will,  with  unwearied 
zeal,  devote  all  ray  thonghts  to  giving  counsel :  bnt,  in 
truth,  I  httve  neither  inclination  nor  Hpirits  adeqnatfl  to 
engaging  personally  with  this  man, 

My  opinion  is,  that  he  would  pay  more  respect  to  a  letter 
from  your  Ladyship  npon  this  subject,  than  from  any  other 
person.  I,  therefore,  adviae  and  hope,  that  yoD  will  your- 
self take  the  tronble  of  writing  to  him,  in  order  to  open 
the  afeir.  When  he  shall  be  inclined  to  see  Evelina,  I 
have  for  him  a  posthumous  letter,  wliich  his  much  injured 
lady  leit  to  be  presented  to  him,  if  ever  such  a  meeting 
should  take  place. 

The  views  of  the  Branghtons,  in  suggesting  this  scheme, 
are  obviously  intei-ested.  They  hope,  by  secnring  to  Kvelina 
the  fortune  of  her  father,  to  induce  Madame  Duval  to 
settle  her  own  upon  themaelves.  In  this,  however,  they 
would  prubably  be  mistaken ;  for  little  minds  have  eTc 
a  propensity  to  bestow  their  wealth  upon  those  who  are 
already  in  afiluencc  ;  and,  therefore,  the  less  her  grand- 
child requires  her  assistance,  the  more  gladly  she  will 
gin,  il. 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  add,  from  which,  however, 
I  can  by  no  means  recede  :  ray  woi'd  so  solemnly  g' 
Lady  Belmont,  that  her  child  should  never  be  owned  but 
with  her  self,  mnst  be  inviolably  adhered  to, 

r  am,  dear  Madam,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Ladyship's  most  obedient  servant, 

ArTBOR   Vltl^RS. 


LETTER   X-XTX, 


I  Berry  Bill,  Mani  2.  ^ 

OW  Bincerely  do  I  sympathise  in  tiie  mwwsvn.'esa  ^ 
ooneem   which    my  beloved  Evelma  Vaa  ''J'   ■"      —     i 
l,ft»/eeJ/    The  crael  scheme  in  a^'MA.\(m.  a» eopsSB^    i 


repngnant  to  mj  jaAgtaaat  and  m?  iiicUuaiion . 
u>ppose  it  seems  impracticable.     To  fdloiv  the  dict&tea 

my  own  heirt,  1  shonld  instantlf  recall  y^a  ' "  - 

never  more  consent  to  j-onr  being  separifced 
the  mannera  and  opinion  of  the  world  demi 
condnct.  Hope,  howevei",  for  the  beat,  and  bo  aatisfiedyon 
ahaJl  meet  with  no  indignity  ;  if  yon  are  not  received  jnto 
your  own  fB.mily  as  yon  onght  to  be,  and  with  the  difitino- 
fcion  that  is  yonr  dne,  yon  shall  leave  it  for  ever  ;  ajid  once 
again  restored  to  my  protection,  eecnre  yonr  own  tranquil- 
lity, and  make,  aa  yon  have  hitherto  done,  all  the  bappinesa 
of  my  life. 

AbTECE  VlLLABS. 


LETTER  XXK.  ^| 

ITTKLINA  TO  THE  RET.  MR,  TTLLAES, 

Howard  Qrove,  May  6. 

THE  die  is  thrown,  and  I  attend  the  event  in  trembling! 
Lady  Howard  haa  written  to  Paria,  and  sent  hop  letter 
to  town,  to  be  forwarded  in  the  ambassador's  packet ;  and, 
in  lesa  than  a  fortm'gbt,  tborofore,  she  ezpects  an  answer- 
0,  Sir,  with  what  anxious  impatience  shall  I  wait  its  arrival  I 
Upon  it  seems  to  depend  the  fate  of  my  fnture  life.  Mj 
Bobcitude  is  SO  great,  and  my  suspense  8o  painful,  that  I 
cannot  rest  a  moment  in  peate,  or  turn  my  thoughts  into 
any  other  channel. 

Deeply  interested  as  I  now  am  in  the  event,  most  aincereh 
do  I  regi'et  that  the  plan  was  ever  pixtposed.  Methinks  it 
eajoiot  end  to  my  Batisfaction :  for  either  I  must  be  torn 
from  the  arms  of  my  more  than  father,— or  I  must  have  the 
misery  of  being  finally  convinced,  that  I  am  cruelly  rejected 
by  him  who  has  the  natural  claim  to  that  dear  title ;  a  title, 
which  to  write,  mention,  or  think  of,  fills  my  whole  Bonl 
with  filial  tenderness. 

The  subject  is  discussed  hero  eternally.  Captain  Himn 
and  Madame  Dnval,  as  usual,  quarrel  whenever  it  is  started: 
but  I  am  ao  wholly  engrossed  by  my  own  reflectionfi,  that 
/  OBimot  even  listen  to  them.    My  imaginaiion  chan^^  tlu 


se«ne  perpetually  :  one  moment,  i  am  embrooGd  by  a  kind 

and  relenting  parent,  who  takes  me  to  that  heart  from 
which  I  have  hitherto  been  baniehed,  and  supplicates, 
tliroagh  me,  peace  and  fovgivenesB  from  the  ashes  of  mj 
mother  ! — at  another,  he  regards  me  with  detestation,  con- 
eiders  me  as  the  living  image  of  an  injured  saint,  and  re- 
pulses me  with  horror  !— But  I  will  not  aiHict  yon  with  the 
melancholy  phantasms  of  my  brain  ;  I  will  endeavoar  to 
compose  my  mind  to  a  more  tranquil  state,  and  forbear  to 
write  again  till  I  have  in  some  measure  succeeded. 

May  Heaven  bless  you,  my  dearest  8ir  !  and  long,  lod 
may  it  continue  yon  on  efirtb.  to  bless 

Tour  grateful 

^^^  EyELmA,-|| 

^f  LETTER  XXXI. 

■  LADT  HOWABD  TO  SIS  JOHN  BGLllOKT,  BABT. 

^1  Bir,  Howard  Grove,  May  5. 

YOU  will,  doubtless,  be  eui'prised  at  receiving  a  letter 
from  one  who  had  for  ao  short  a  period  the  hoaour  of 
your  acqoaintance,  and  that  at  so  great  a  diBtance  of  time; 
bnt  the  motive  which  has  induced  me  to  take  this  liberty  is 
of  BO  delicate  a  nature,  that  were  I  to  commence  malong 
apologies  for  my  officiousness,  I  fear  my  letter  would  be  too 
long  for  your  patience. 

Ton  have,  probably,  already  conjoctnred  tlie  subject 
upon  which  I  mean  to  tnsat.  My  regard  for  Mr.  Evelyn, 
and  his  amiable  daughter,  was  well  known  to  yon :  nor  can 
I  ever  cease  to  be  intci'eated  in  whatever  belongs  to  their 
tnory  or  famDy. 

I  must  own  myself  somewhat  diati'essed  in  what  manner 
i  introduce  the  pui-port  of  my  writing ;  yet  as  I  think 
it,  in  aSairs  of  this  kind,  frankness  is  the  first  requisite 
k  good  understanding  between  the  parties  concerned,  I 
tt  neither  torment  you  nor  myself  with  punctilious  cere- 
' 'h,  bat  proceed  instantly  and  openly  to  the  bnsiuesa. 
h  cueastons  my  giving  yon  this  trouble. 

I,  Sir,  it  would  be  sTiperflaoaa  \n  WC^  -j* 


aesa.  i 

M 


rotir  diild  retjJdcB  still  in  Dorsotshire,  and  is  still  under  tht 
protection  of  the  Reverend  Mr,  Villai-s,  in  whose  hoase  she 
was  bom ;  for,  though  no  enqniriea  concerning'  her  havB 
reached  his  ears,  or  mine,  1  can  never  suppose  it  possiblfl 
yon  have  forborne  to  make  them.  It  only  remains,  there- 
fore,  to  tell  yon,  that  yoni'  danghter  is  now  grown  ap  ;  that 
she  baa  been  edncated  with  the  utmost  care,  and  the  atmoet 
success ;  and  that  she  is  now  a  most  deserviog,  accomplished, 
and  amiable  young  woman. 

Whatever  may  be  your  view  for  her  future  destination  in 
life,  it  seems  time  to  declare  it.  She  is  greatly  admired, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  very  much  sought  after :  it  is 
proper,  therefore,  that  her  future  expectations,  and  your 
pleasure  oonceming  her,  should  be  made  known. 

Beheve  me.  Sir,  she  merits  your  utmost  attention  and 
regard.  Ton  could  not  see  and  know  her,  ajid  remain  na- 
moved  by  those  sensations  of  affection  which  belong  to  eo 
near  and  tender  a  relationship.  She  is  the  lovely  resem- 
blance of  her  lovely  mother ; — pardon.  Sir,  the  liberty  I 
take  in  mentioning  that  unfortunate  lady ;  but  I  think  it 
behoves  me,  upon  this  occasion,  to  shew  the  efiteem  I  felt 
for  her  :  allow  me,  therefore,  to  say,  and  be  not  offended  at 
my  freedom,  that  the  memoiy  of  that  excellent  lady  has  btti 
too  long  remained  under  the  aspersions  of  calumny ;  saidj 
it  is  time  to  vindicate  her  fame ;— and  how  can  that  » 
done  in  a  manner  more  eligible,  more  ffratetul  to  her  friends, 
or  more  honourable  to  yourself,  thtin  by  openly  receiving  as 
your  child,  the  daughter  of  the  lute  Lady  Selmiont  f 

The  veneriible  man  who  has  had  the  cave  of  her  education. 
deserves  your  warrnest  ucknowledgmenta,  for  the  unremit- 
ting pains  he  has  taken,  and  the  attention  he  has  shewn  in 
the  dischw^e  of  his  trust.  Indeed  ehe  has  been  peculiarly 
fortunate  in  meeting  with  such  a  friend  and  guardian ;  a 
more  worthy  man,  or  one  whose  character  seems  neaj«r  to 
perfection,  does  not  exist. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  Sir,  she  will  amply  repay  what- 
ever regard  and  favour  yon  may  hereafter  shew  her,  by  the 
comfort  and  happiness  you  cannot  fail  to  find  in  her  affw* 
ti'oa  and  doty.  To  be  owned  jiraperii/  by  you  is  the  firat 
rnsb  of  her  iieart ;  and,  I&m  ftx^re,t\la\,\ome^\^wa^»;5^w^■ 
ifi«>^  will  be  the  first  study  oi  l;\er  \ite. 


I  tsfiT  that  you  will  think  this  addroBs  impertineat  j  but 
mast  rest  npoD  the  ^odness  of  m^  inteutioQ  to  pleB,d  my 


t  obedient  bumble  servant, 

M.  Howard. 


LETTER   XXXn. 

IVKLIKA   TO  THK    BRY,    MB.    VILLARB. 

Soioard  Grove,  Kent,  May  10. 

OUR  honse  has  beea  enlivened  to-day  by  the  arrival  of  a 
London  visitor  ;  and  the  necesaity  I  have  been  nnder 
i>{  concealing  the  nneasiness  of  my  mind,  htismade  meeaert 
myself  so  effoctiiaUy,  that  I  even  think  it  is  really  diminished ; 
or,  at  least,  my  thonghts  are  not  so  totally,  so  very  aniionslj, 
occupied  by  one  subject  only  as  they  lately  were. 

I  -was  strolling  this  morning  with  Miss  Mirvan,  down  ». 
lane  about  a  mile  from  the  Grove,  when  we  heard  the 
tram.pling  of  horees ;  and,  fwiriuf;  the  narrowness  of  the 
pasBAge,  we  were  taming  hastily  buck,  but  stopped  upon 
hearing  a  voice  call  out,  "  Pray,  Ladies,  don't  be  fi'iglitened, 
for  I  will  walk  my  horse."  We  turned  again,  and  tjien  saw 
Sir  Clement  Willonghby.  He  dismounted  ;  and  approach- 
ing OS  with  the  reins  in  his  baud,  presently  recollected  ub. 
''Good  Heaven,"  nried  he,  with  his  nsnal  quickness,  "do  I 
see  Miss  Anville  ? — and  yon  too.  Miss  Mirvan  ?  " 

He  immediately  ordered  his  servant  to  take  charge  of  his 
horse  ;  and  then,  advancing  to  ns,  took  a  hand  of  each, 
irhicb  Lq  pressed  to  his  lips,  and  said  a  thousand  fine  things 
concerning  .his  good  fortune,  onr  improved  looks,  and  the 
charms  of  the  country,  when  inhabited  by  sack  rural  deities. 
"  The  town.  Ladies,  has  languished  sinee  your  absence ; — or, 
at  least,  I  have  so  mucfa  languished  myself,  as  to  be  H.bso- 
lutcly  insensilde  to  ail  it  had  to  offer.  One  refreshing 
breeze,  such  aa  I  now  enjoy,  awakens  me  Vi  new  -rv^svox. 
life,  and  apii-it.  Bat  1  never  before  Vuid,  t^e  ^woi  X-i^i*- ' 
nee  the  coantiy  in  sach  perfection  " 
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"Haa  not  almost  eveiy  body  left  town.  Sir?  "  said  Uiu 
Uirvan. 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  answer  you.  Madam — bnt  indeedlt  ia 
as  full  as  ever,  and  will  continue  sD  till  after  the  birth-dfty. 
However,  you  Ladies  were  so  little  seen,  that  there  are  bnt 
few  who  know  what  ifc  has  lost.  For  my  own  part,  I  felt  it 
too  sensibly,  to  bo  able  to  endure  the  place  any  longer." 

"Ia  there  any  body  remaining  there,  thnt  wo  were 
aoquainted  with  ?  "  cried  I. 

"  O  yes,  Ma'am."  And  then  he  named  two  or  tlirea 
persons  we  have  seen  when  with  him. ;  bnt  lie  did  not  men- 
tion Lord  Orville,  and  I  wonld  not  iiak  him.,  lest  he  shonld 
think  me  cnrions.  Perhaps,  if  he  stays  ham  some  time,  he 
may  apeak  of  him  by  accident. 

He  was  pi'OCeoding  in  this  complimentary  style,  when  we 
were  met  by  the  Captain ;  who  no  sooner  perceived  Sir 
Clement,  than  he  hastened  up  to  him,  gave  him  a  heartj 
shake  of  the  hand,  a  cordial  slap  on  the  back,  and  some 
other  equally  gentle  tokens  of  satisfaotion,  assuring  him  of 
his  great  joy  at  his  visit,  and  declaring  he  was  as  glad  to 
see  him  as  ff  he  had  been  a  messenger  who  brought  news 
that  a  French  ship  was  ennk.  Sir  Clement,  on  the  olhee 
side,  expressed  himself  with  eqnaj  warmth ;  and  protesteei 
be  had  been  so  eager  to  pay  his  respects  to  Captain  MirvaOi 
that  he  had  left  London  in  it«  full  lustre,  and  a  thonsaitd 
engugementa  unanswered,  merely  to  give  himself  that 
ple.mra. 

"  We  shall  have  rare  sport,"  said .  the  Captain  ;  "  for,  do 
yon  know,  the  old  French-woman  ia  among  usP  ''Sata 
George,  I  have  scarce  made  any  use  of  her  yet,  by  reaSAn  I 
have  had  nobody  with  me  that  could  enjoy  s.  joke :  liOW* 
somever,  it  shall    go  hard  but  we'll  have  some  diverdOB 

Sir  Clement  veiy  mnch  appi-oved  of  the  proposal;  and 
we  then  went  into  the  honse,  where  he  had  a  vmy  grave 
reception  from  Mrs,  Mirvon,  who  is  by  ao  means  pleased 
with  his  visit,  and  a  look  of  much  discontent  from  Madamti 
DuteJ,  who  aaid  to  me  in  ii  low  voice,  "  I'd  as  soon  have 
Been  Old  Nick  as  tlmt  man,  for  he's  the  moat  impertinenteat 
Teraon  in  fche  world,  and  ian't  ne^er  oi  wvj  mdc." 
The  Captain  is  now  actiial\3  o(ica\A^'^  ^"^  ttotitv«\ii^ww» 
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le,  wliiofa,  he  saye,  is  lo  pay  tlie  old  Dowager  off;  and 
0  eager  nnd  delighted  is  he  ab  the  idea,  that  he  can  sctu-uelj 
estraln  bis  raptnres  safficiently  to  conceal  his  design  even 
pom  hersalf.     I  wish,  however,  since  I  do  not  dare  put 

Uadamo  Dnval  upon  her  guard,  that  he  had  the  delicacy 

lot  to  acquaint  me  nrith  his  intention. 


LETTER    XXXni. 

IVBLINA    IN   CONTTNCATION. 
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May  13(h: 
PHE    Captain's   operations  are    begun, — and,    I 
-    ended ;  for,  indeed,   poor  Madame  Ihival   had  already 
it  too  much  reason  to  regret  Sir  Clement's  visit  to  Howard 


Dt'ning,  dui'ittg  breiikfast,  ae  the  Captain  waa 
iing  the  nowepaper.  Sir  Clement  suddenly  begged  to 
k  at  it,  saying,  he  wanted  to  tnow  if  there  was  any  ao- 
i,  tmnaaotion,  at  which  be  had  been  present  the 
nemng  before  his  journey  hither,  concerning  a  poor  Frencb- 
I,  who  bad  got  into  u  scrape  which  might  cost  him  his 

The  Captain  demanded  pai'ticulars ;  and  then  Sir  Cle- 
<nt  told  a  long  story  of  being  witb  a  party  of  connti^ 
BiidB  at  the  Tower,  and  hearing  a  man  call  out  for  mercy 
B  French  ;  and  that,  when  ha  inquired  into  the  occasion  of 
_  lis  distreea,  bo  v/uh  informed  that  bo  had  been  taken  up 
upon  BUspicioo  of  treaBomible  practices  gainst  the  govern- 
%eDt.  "  Tbe  poor  fellow,"  continned  be,  "  no  sooner  found 
'  ■;  I  apoke  B'rencb,  than  he  besought  me  to  hear  him, 
sating  that  'bo  bad  no  evil  designs;  that  be  hud  been 
t  a  short  time  in  England,  and  only  waited  the  return  of 
Milady  from  tbe  country  to  quit  it  for  ever." 

Madame  Duval  changed  colour,  and  listened  witb  tbe 
utmost  oittentiou. 

"  Now,    though  1    by  no   means  ap^rore  at  w  trt-'^vv^ 
foreigneirs  oon^oajly  Socking  into  ouv  couoVc^  "  ^ie^."'**, 
addresaiag  bimaeli  to  the  Captain,  "jetl  couXi- ^«>'*'^'^^ 


pitying  the  poor  wretch,  becaase  he  did  not  know 

of  English  to  make  his  defence;  however,  I  fcmnd  itlm* 

possible  to  assist  him ;  for  the  mob  woald  not  Hofibr 

interfere.      In  truth,   I    am    afraid    he   was    but    rouddy 

handled." 

"  Why,  did  they  duck  him  ?  "  said  the  Captain. 

"  Something  of  that  sort,"  answered  he. 

"  So  much  the  better !  so  much  the  better !  "  cried  the 
Captain,  "  an  impudent  French  puppy  !  I'll  bet  you  what 
you  will  he  was  a  rascal.  I  only  wish  all  his  conatrymai 
were  served  the  same." 

"  I  wish  you  had  been  in  his  phme,  with  all  my  soul ! " 
cried  Madame  Duval,  warmly ;— '■  but  pray,  Sir,  did'n't  n*- 
body  know  who  this  poor  gentleraim  was  ?  " 

"Why  I  did  hear  his  name,"  nnswered  Sir  Clement,  "het 
I  cannot  recollect  it." 

"  It  wasn't — it  wasn't — Du  Bois  P  "  stammered  ont 
Madame  Duval. 

"  The  very  najne  !  "  answered  he  :  "  yea,  Du  Bois,  I  re- 
member it  now." 

Madame  Duval's  cup  fell  from  her  hand,  na  she  repeated 
''  Du  Bois  I  Monsieur  Du  Bois,  did  you  say  ?  " 

"Dn.  Bois  !  why,  that's  tiuj  friend,"  cried  the  Capbw 
"that's  Mon»eer  Slippery,  i'n't  it  ? — Why,  he's  pla^y  fond 
o£  sousing  work  ;  howsomever,  I'll  be  sworn  they  gave  him 
his  fill  of  it." 

"  And  I'll  be  Ewom,"  cried  Miuidme  Davftl,  ''  that  yoa'w 
a — but  I  don't  believe  nothing  about  it,  ko  you  needn't  be 
so  overjoyed,  for  I  dare  say  it  was  no  more  Monedeur  Do 
Bois  tiwa  I  am." 

"  I  thought  at  the  time,"  suid  Sir  Clement,  very  gravely, 
"  that  I  had  seen  the  gentleman  before ;  and  now  I  recotlsott 
I  think  it  waB  in  company  with  yon,  Madame." 

"  With  TBfl,  Sir  ?  "  wied  Madame  Duval. 

"  Say  you  so  ?  "  said  the  Captain  ;  "why  then  it  maRtba 

he,  as  sure  as  you're  alive  ! Well,  hut,  my  good  £riend< 

what  will  they  do  with  poor  Mmiseer  ?  " 

"It  is  difficult  to  su.y,"  answered    Sir   Clement,    V817 
thoughtfully ;  "  but  I  should  suppose,  that  if  he  ' 
good  trisuda  to  appear  for  him.^B  v(i\\\ie  nia."ter<f 
n'tnt  eitniition ;   for  themi  »re  serious  soi'Vft  oi  -=-■— 


if  he  hniu^ 


W'Why,  do  yOTi  think  thej'll  h.ai 


"  [lemanded  ttrf 


Sir  Olemont  aliook  hiH  heaci,  bat  made  n 

Madame  Daval  conid  no  longer  contain  her  agitation  ;   e 
tarted  from  her  chair,  repeating,  with  a  voice  half-choked 
Hang  him  ! — thej  can't, — they  sha'n't — let  them  at  th 
leril ! — However,  it's  all  fabe,  and  I  won't  beheve  a  wi 
f  it ; — but  I'll  go  to  town  this  very  moment,  and  Hoe 
ta  Bois  myself  ; — I  won't  wait  for  nothing." 

Mth.  Mirviin  begged  her  not  to  be  alarmed ;  bat  she  B 
int  of  the  room,  and  np  stairs  into  her  own  apartment, 
jidy  Howard  blamed  both  the  gentlemen  for  having  been 
« abrupt,  H.nd  followed  her.  I  would  have  accompanied 
)er,  bnt  the  Captain  stopped  me ;  and,  having  first  laughed 
^Biy  heartily,  aaid  he  wns  going  to  read  h ' 
lis  ship's  company. 

"Now.do  yon  see,"  said  he,  "as  to  Lady  Howard,  I  sha'n' 
iretend  for  to  enlist  her  into  my  service,  and  so  I  shall  e' 
save  her  to  make  it  out  as  well  as  she  can ;  but  as  to  all  you^ 
I  expect  obedieaee  and  submission  to       '  ' 

ipon  a  hazwdous  cspedition,  having  undertaken  to  convoys 
1  crazy  vessel  to  the  shore  of  Mortification  ;  e  "' 
uiy  of  you  have  anything  to  propose  that  will  forward  t 
mterprize, — why  speak  and  welcome;  hut  if  any  of  you, 
hat  are  of  my  chosen  crew,  copitulnte,  or  enter  into  any 
raaty  with  the  enemy, — I  shall  look  upon  you  as  mutinying, 
md  turn  you  adi'ift." 

Having  finished  this  harangue,  which  was  interlarded 
rith  many  expreasiona,  and  Heii-phj'ases,  that  I  cannot  recol- 
act,  he  gave  Sir  Clement  a  wink  of  intelligence,  and  left  us 
0  onraelves. 

Indeed,  notwithsttmding  the  attem.pts  I  bo  frequently 
lake  of  writing  some  of  the  Captain's  conversation,  I  can 
nly  give  you  a  faint  idea  of  his  language ;  for  almost  every 
ther  word  he  utters  is  accompanied  by  an  oath,  which,  I 
ra  Bare,  would  be  as  unpleasant  for  you  to  read,  as  for  me 
0  write  :  and,  besides,  ho  makes  use  oi  a  thousand  sea-termB, 
fhich  are  to  me  quite  unintelligible. 

Poop  Madame  Duval  sent  to  inquire  at  a\\  pYoVisWue^^^sic**^ 
^tiursio  could  be  conveyed  to  towu  in.  kd-j  ^a^-GWM3&-- 
Ut»(^ptaia'B  Boi-vant  brought  her  tor  wnswes,  ^(1°*^  ^ 
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Londan  stage  would  puss  near  Howard  Grove  till 
She  then  sent  to  order  a,  chaiee ;  but  \ras  soon  nsaured,  UtM 
no  horses  conid  be  procured.  She  was  so  much  inflamed  bj 
these  diaappointments,  that  she  threatened  tJi  set  out  for  ttrns 
on  foot;  and  it  was  with  difSeulty  tlmt  Lady  Howard  di* 
Boaded  her  from  this  mad  scheme. 

The  whole  morning  was  filled  up  with  these  inquiries. 
Bnt  when  we  were  all  assembled  to  dinner,  she  endeaTonretl 
to  appear  perfectly  unconcerned,  and  repeatedly  protested 
that  she  gaye  n.ot  any  credit  to  the  report,  as  tar 
regarded  M.  Dn  Bois,  being  very  certiain  that  he  wb 
the  peraoo  in  question. 

The  Captain  used  tlie  most  provoking  efEorts  to  oon 
her  that  she  deceived  herselt';  while  Sir  Olenient,  withmon 
art,  though  not  Icsa  laaJice,  affected  to  be  of  her  opinion; 
but,  at  the  same  time  that  lie  pretended  to  relieve  her  nn- 
easiness,  by  saying  that  he  doubted  not  having  mistaken  tlie 
name,  he  took  care  to  enlarge  upon,  the  danger  to  whioh  tha 
wi&ntmm  ganllemam  wna  exposed,  and  expresBod  great  eonoea^ 
at  bis  perilous  situation.  t 

Dinner  was  hardly  removed,  when  a,  letter  was  deliver*^ 
to  Madame  Duval,  Themoment  she  had  read  it,  she  haati^ 
demanded  from  whom  it  ciame. 

"A  country  boy  bronght  it,"  answered  the  servant,  "  but 
he  would  not  wait." 

"  Ran  after  hiroi  this  instant !  "  cz'ied  she,  "  and  bo  i 
you  bring  him  back.  Mo>iJ}ieu!  quelle  (voeiitiue!  que  ft 
je?" 

"  Whsit's  the  mattei'  ?  what's  the  Tuatter  ?  "  said  the  Oa^^ 

"  Why  nothing — nothing's  the  m;iltor.     0  moii  Dieal' 
And  she  rose,  and  walked  about  the  room. 
"  Why,  what, — has  Monaeer  sent  to  yon  P  "  eonciniiad  S 
Captain  :  "  in  that  there  letter  from  him  ?  '' 

"  No,— it  i'n't  i^ — besides,  if  it  is,  it's  nothing'  to  yon." 
"  0  then,  I'm  uaxvi  it  is  !    Pray  now,  Madam,  d&nti  1 
BO  close  ;  come  tell  na  all  about  it, — wbat  does  he  say  ?  how 
did  he  relish  the  horeo-pond  ? — whioh  did  he  find  best, 
ing  mi^le  or  iloahle  ?    'i'ore  George,  'twas  pla^yB!  ' 
jroa  was  not  with  him  !  " 
"  It's  HO  sach  a  thing,  Sir,"  cvied  sVe,  veT^  vtrLgii&Sv 
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if  you're  bo  very  fond  of  a  horse-pond,  I  wiab  jon'd  pat 
yonrself  into  one,  and  not  be  always  a  thinking  abont  other 
j>eople'8  being  served  eo." 

The  nuin  then  come  in  to  acquaint  her  thej  could  not 
overtake  the  boy.  She  scolded  Tiolently,  and  waa  in  Euok 
perturbatioD,  that  Lady  Howard  interfared,  and  begged  to 
know  the  cause  of  her  uneasiness,  and  whether  she  could 
assist  her. 

Madame  Duval  cast  her  eyes  npon  the  Captain  and  Sir 
Clement,  and  said  she  should  be  glad  to  speak  to  her  Ltidy- 
ship  without  so  many  witnesses. 

"  Well,  then.  Miss  Anville,"  said  the  CuptaiiL,  turning  to 
me,  "  do  yon  and  Molly  go  into  another  room,  and  atay 
there  till  Mrs.  Daval  has  opened  her  mind  to  us." 

"  So  you  m.ay  think.  Sir,"  cried  she, "  but  who's  fool  thcnP 
no,  no,  yon  needn't  trouble  yourself  to  make  a  ninny  of  me 
neither,  for  I'm  not  ea  eaaUy  taken  in,  I'll  assure  you." 

Ijady  Howard  then  inrited  her  into  the  dressing-room, 
..  fkI  I  WHS  desired  to  attend  her. 

As  soon  lis  we  h([d  shut  the  door,  "  O  my  IhkIt,"  oxolaimed 
iLidame  Duval,"  here's  themoateraelcHt  thing  in  the  world 
has  JiHppeued ! — but  that  Captain  is  such  a  beaat,  I  can't  say 
nothing  before  him, — bnt  it's  all  tcne  !  poor  M,  Uu  Bois  is 
looked  up ! " 

Lady  Howai'd  begee*!  I'er  to  bo  comfoi-ted,  snying  that, 
OS  M.  Du  Bois  was  certainly  innocent,  thure  could  be 
doubt  of  iuB  ability  to  clear  himself. 

"  To  be  sure,  my  Lady,"  answered  she,  "  I  know  ho 
innocent ;  and  to  be  sure  they'll  nerer  be  so  wicked  as 
hang  him  for  nothing  ?  " 

"Certainly  not,"  repbed  Lady  Howard;  "you  haTe  ubi. 
reason  to  be  uneasy.  Thiij.ie  not  a  country  where  pnnidkl 
Tntmt  is  inflicted  without  proof." 

"Very  true,  my  Liidy:  but  the  worat  thing  is  this 
OKonot  bear  that  that  feUow  the  Captain  should  know  abont 
it ;  for  if  he  does,  I  sha'n't  never  hear  the  last  of  it ; — i 
more  won't  poor  M.  Da  Bois." 

"  Well,  well,"  said  Lady  Howard,  "  shew  me  the  lette^ 
and  1  wiU  endeavour  to  advise  you." 
iJEto  Jotter  WU3  then  produced,     It  -was  sv^Tubi  \i-3 

mtry  justice  ;    who   eiiC({a.tdTkiB&  Vet,  "ilnafc 
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priBOner,  then,  upon  trial  for  susjiicion  of  treafioniLble  pns* 
tices  against  tba  Kovemment,  was  ]'nst  upon  tbe  point  rf 
being  committed  to  jail ;  but  having  declared  that  he  WB 
known  to  her,  this  clerk  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  write,!! 
order  to  enquire  if  she  really  could  speak  to  the  eharacterui 
family  of  a  Frenchman  who  called  himself  PieiTS  Dn  Boi« 

When  I  heajd  the  letter,  I  was  quite  amazed  at  its  Buooea. 
So  improbable  did  it  seem,  that  a  foreigner  should  be  tejcei 
before  a  country  justice  of  peace,  for  a  ci-ime  of  so  dangeroiu 
a  nature,  that  I  cannot  imagine  how  Madanae  Duval  conU 
be  alarmed,  even  for  a  moment.  But,  with  all  her  violence 
of  temper,  I  see  that  she  is  easily  frightened,  and  in  fact, 
more  cowardly  than  many  who  have  not  half  her  spirit ;  ttot 
so  little  does  she  reflect  upon  circumstjinces,  or  probability, 
that  she  ie  continuaUy  the  dupe  of  her  own — I  ought  not  to 
say  iffnornitce,  but  yet  I  can  think  of  no  other  word, 

r  believe  that  Lady  Howard,  from  the  beginning  of  tht 
transaotion,  suspected  some  contrivance  of  the  Captain ;  and 
this  letter,  I  am  sure,  must  confirm  her  suspicion  :  however 
though  she  is  not  at  all  pleased  with  his  frolic,  yet  she  wodd 
not  hazard  the  consequence  of  diecovering  his  deaigna :  hor 
looks,  her  manner,  and  her  character,  made  me  draw  tbix 
oondusion  from  her  apparent  perplexity ;  for  not  a  wonl 
did  she  say  that  implied  any  doubt  of  the  jiuthenticity  iit 
the  letter.  Indeed  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  tacit  agree- 
ment between  her  and  the  Captain,  that  she  shonld  not 
appear  to  be  acquainted  with  his  schemes  ;  by  which  n 
she  at  once  avoids  quarrels,  and  supports  her  dignity. 

While  she  was  considering  what  to  propose,  Madaine  Dn« 
vol  begged  to  have  the  use  of  her  Ladyship's  chariot,  thai 
she  might  go  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  her  friend. 
Lady  Howard  politely  aasui'ed  her,  that  it  should  be  otr 
tremely  at  her  service ;  and  then  Madame  Duval  beBOBght 
her  not  to  own  to  the  Captain  what  had  happened,  protest- 
ing that  she  could  not  endure  he  should  know  poor  M.  Do 
Bois  had  m,et  with  eo  unfortunate  an  a^scident.  Indy 
Howard  could  not  help  smiling,  though  she  readily  promised 
not  to  mform.  the  Captain  of  the  affair.  As  to  me,  aba  de- 
sired my  attendance  ;  which  I  was  by  no  means  r  '  ' 
as  I  was  certain  that  ahe  waa  going  n^on.  atri\'iX 
Z  was  then  commiasioned  to  ordfif  tVie  (iia.v«*», 


a  rejoinnijaii 
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At  the  foot  of  ttie  atairs  I  met  the  Gnptalo,  who  wits  mogt 
ipa.tiently  waiting  the  result,  of  tite  conference.  In  an  in- 
int  we  were  joined  liy  Sir  Clement.  A  thoasand  inqnirieB 
e  then  made  oonceming  Madame  Duval's  opinion  of  the 
■,  and  her  intentions  upon  it :  and  when  1  would  have 
1  theni,  Sir  Clement,  pretending  equal  eiigemeaa  with  the 
^tain,  caught  mj'  hand,  and  repeatedly  detained  me,  to 
e  frivolotts  question,  to  the  answer  of  which  he  must 
t  totally  indifferent.  At  length,  however,  I  broke  from 
they  retired  into  the  parlour,  and  I  executed  my 

iThe  carriage  was  soon  ready ;  and  Madame  Duval,  having 
Ttged  Lady  Howard  to  say  she  was  not  well,  stole  softly 
Km  stairs,  desiring  me  to  follow  her.  The  chariot  was 
uered  at  the  gai-den-door  ;  and,  when  we  were  seated,  she 

1  the  man,  according  to  the  clerk's  directions,  to  drive 

'.  Justice  Tyrell's,  asking,  at  the  same  time,  how  many 

"  a  off  he  lived  ? 

I  expected  he  would  have  answered,  that  he  knew  of 

:h  person ;   hut,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  said,  " 
%qaire  Tyrell  lives  about  nine  miles  beyond  the  park. 

"Drive  fast,  then,"  cried  she,  "and  you  sha'n't  be 
worse  for  it." 

During  our  ride,  which  was  extremely  tedious,  she  tor- 
mented herself  with  a  thonsand  fears  for  M.  Du  Boin's 
safety ;  and  piqued  herself  very  much  upon  having  escaped 
unseen  by  the  Captain,  not  only  that  she  avoided  hia  triumph, 
Irat  because  she  knew  him  to  be  bo  much  M.DuBois's  enemy, 
that  she  wa«  sure  he  would  prejudice  the  justice  against  him, 
and  endeavour  to  take  away  hia  hfe.  For  my  part,  I  was 
quite  ashamed  of  being  engaged  in  so  ridiculous  an  afEair, 
and  could  only  think  of  the  absurd  appearance  we  should 
make  upon  our  arrival  at  Mr,  Tyi'eH'B. 

When  wo  hud  been  out  near  two  hours,  and  expected 
Bvery  moment  to  stop  iit  the  place  of  our  destination,  I 
observed  that  Lady  Howard's  servant,  who  attended  us  on 
horseback,  rode  on  forward  till  he  was  out  of  sight:  and 
Roon  after  returning,  came  up  to  the  chariot  window,  and 
delireriDg  a  note  to  Madame  Duval,  8a\4.\iG\iBA.TQ«^^>»n 

'  oirsB  Jnst  comiaij  with  it  t«  H.owfl,v4  Gr«wo,\^•o^a."~ 
tofMi:  Tjrea.    ~ 


Whn-  „i.  ..       ;*   be  rode  roimd  to  the  otio 

,  "  Olio  she   waa  readiog  n>  °  ,  .   ,  ,     ■ 

«"»*)»,  and  maiuDtr  »  "ff°  ^°''  ™°"'^y'  P"''  "'*°  ""J  ''=" 
"  "lip  of  paper,  od  wbicb  wns  wrif.ten,  "  Whatever  happen 
tK'  nnl,  alajined— for  f/:>w  -k^  ^"^^ — though  you  endanger  a 
lutinkmil !  " 

1  readily  imagined  that  Sir  Clement  muet  be  the  anfcho 
of  thifl  nol«,  which  prepared  me  to  expect  some  diBiigreenbl 
iidventure :  but  I  had  no  time  to  ponder  upon  it ;  fo 
^adame  Dnral  had  no  sooner  read  her  own  letter,  than,  i 
fH  iwi&'y  to°^  °^  voice,  she  exclaimed,  "  Why,  now,  what 
thing  in  this  !  here  we're  come  all  this  way  for  nothing  ! " 
She  then  gave  me  the  nota  ;  which  informed  her,  tha 
gjje  need  not  tronble  herself  to  go  to  Mr.  Tyrell's,  as  ih 
prisoner  had  had  the  address  to  escape.  I  congratnlatfl 
her  upon  this  fortunate  incident ;  but  she  was  so  much  cot 
cerned  a,t  having  rode  so  far  in  vain,  that  she  seemed  les 
pleased  than  provoked.  However,  she  ordered  the  mas  ( 
make  what  Iwste  he  could  home,  as  she  hoped,  at  lead 
to  return  hefore  tho  Captain  should  suspect  what  ha 
paeded. 

The  carriage  turned  about ;  and  we  journeyed  bo  quiet! 
for  near  an  hour,  that  I  hefj^m  to  flatter  mysoU  we  shonl 
be  suffered  to  proceed  to  Howa.rd  Grove  without  fnrtbl 
iBoleatation,  when  suddenly,  the  footman  called  out,  "  Johi 
are  we  going  right  ?  " 

"  Why,  I  a'n't  sure,"  said  the  coachmaUj  "  but  I'm  ainai 
we  tnmed  wrong." 

"What  do  yoii  mean  by  tbiit,  sirrah  ?"  aaid  Madaa 
Daval ;  "why,  if  you  lose  your  way,  we  sha,!!  be  all  in  t] 
dark." 

"  1  think  we  should  turn  to  the  left,"  said  the  footnMn 
"  To  the  left !  "  answered  the  other  ;  "  No,  no,  I'm  part 
sure  we  should  tnm  to  the  right." 

'■  You  had  better  make  some  enquiry,"  said  I. 
"  Ma  foi!"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "we're  in  a  fine  hti 
here  ! — they  neither  of  them  know  no  more  than  the  poB 
However,  I'll  t«ll  my  Lady  as  sure  as  you're  horn,  so  JOT 
better  find  the  way," 

"Let's  try  this  lane,"  said  the  footman, 
"No,"s!tid  the  coaetman,  "iWt's  tioa 
/lary ;  ive  had  best  go  atrw.gfe.t  on." 


vniiDU, 

rWhy,  that's  the  dii'ect   London    itiad,"  returned    ■ 

"'  and  will  lead  ns  twenty  miles  about." 
tjPanii,"    cried  Madame    Dnval,  "  why,  they  i 
B-way  nor  t'other  I  and  now  we're  come  all  ILIh  jannt  fa 
■ling,  I  suppose  we  ehun't  get  home  to-night  !  '' 
f  Let'fl  go  back  to  the  pubJic-honBc,"  said  the  footm 
nd  ask  for  a  guide." 

rNo,  no,"  said  the  othei",  "if  we  stwy  here  a  few 
lebody  or  other  will  puss  by ;  and  the  horses  ai 
^ked  np  already." 

[Well,  I  protest,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "I'd  giv. 
J  see  them  sota  both  horse- whipped  I    An  bi 
_  3  they'i'0  drnnk  !    Ten  to  one  but  they'll  overtni 

After  much  delmting,  they  at  length  agi'eed  to  go  on  till 
we  citme  to  some  inn,  or  met  with  a  passenger  who  could 
direct  UB.  We  aoon  arrived  at  a  farm-honae,  and  the  toot- 
msA  aJightod,  aud  went  into  it. 

In  a  few  minutes  he  returned,  and  told  us  we  might  p 
ceed,  for  that  be  had  procured  a,  direotion  :    "  But,"  add( 
he,  "  it  seems  thei-e  are  some  thieves  hereabouts ; 
the  beat   way  will  he   for  you  to  leave  your  watches  a 
porsea  with  the  farmer,  whom  I  know  very  well,  and  i 
is  an  honest  man,  and  a  tenant  of  laj  Lady's." 

"  Thieves !  "  cried  Madame  Duval,  looking  aghai 
"  the  Lord  help  us  !— I've  no  doubt  but  we  shall  be  m 
murdered  !  " 

The  farmer  came  up  to  us,  and  we  gave  him  all 
worth,  and  the  aervanta  followed  our  example.  We  then 
proceeded ;  and  Madame  Da  val'e  anger  so  entirely  subsided, 
(jiat,  in  the  mildest  maimer  imaginable,  i>ihe  tntreated  them, 
to  make  haste,  and  promised  to  teU  their  Lady  how  diligent 
and  obliging  they  had  been.  She  perpetually  stopped  them, 
to  aek  if  they  apprehended  any  danger  ;  and  was  at  length 
so  much  overpowered  by  her  fears,  that  she  made  the  foot- 
Tmin  feiaten  his  horse  to  the  back  of  the  cari'iage,  and  then 
oome  and  seat  himself  within  it.  My  endeavours  to  eu- 
■e  fruitless  :  she  sat  in  the  middle,  held  the 
I,  and  protested  that  ii  Vie  4\0i  W\,  s»n  aNvfet 
^ifo  ebe  would  make  his  fortane.  lier  u3vea,w.i«BA  ^iK*aT».vi 
■U(  tmaeen,  aud  it  was  with  the  uLmoat  i\"Siwiv\t^  Vlo^fcw**' 

■b ZI ^ 


courage  her  v 
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"t,  ebe  would  n 
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to  acquftint  her  IJiat  sLe  was  imposed  upon ;  but  the  matQlt, 
fear  of  the  Captain's  reawitment  to  ine,  and  of  her  ownts 
him,  neither  of  which  would  have  any  moderation,  deterred 
me.  As  to  the  footman,  he  was  cyidently  in  torture  from 
restraining  his  laughter ;  and  I  observed  that  he  was  fre- 
quently obliged  to  make  most  horrid  grimaces,  from  pre- 
tended fear,  in  order  to  conceal  his  risibility. 

Very  soon  after,  "  The  robbers  Eire  coming !  "  cried  tha 
coaohman. 

The  footman  opened  the  door,  and  jumped  out  of  tlie 
chariot. 

Madame  Dnval  gave  a  loud  scream. 

I  could  no  longer  preservo  my  silence.  "  For  Heavas't 
sake,  my  dear  Madam,"  said  I,  "  don't  be  alarmed, — yon 
are  in  no  danger, — you  are  quit*  safe, — there  is  nothing 
but ■' 

Here  the  chariot  was  stopped  by  two  men  in  uiasks; 
who  at  each  aide  put  in  their  bands  as  if  for  onx  pnrseB. 
Madame  Dnval  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  chariot,  and 
implored  theii'  mercy.  I  shrieked  involuntarily,  although 
prepared  for  the  attack :  one  of  them  held  me  faet,  whils 
the  other  tore  poor  Madame  Duval  out  of  the  carriage,  in 
spite  of  her  cries,  threats,  and  resistance. 

I  was  really  frightened,  and  trembled  exceedingly. 
"  My  angel !  "  cried  the  man  who  held  mo,  "  jou  cannot 
surely  be  alurmed, — do  you  not  know  me  ? — I  shall  hold 
myself  in   eternal   abhori-ence,  if   I   have  really  terrified 

"Indeed,  Sir  Clement,  jou  have,"  cried  T: — "but,  for 
Heaven's  sake,  where  is  Madaoie  Duvnl  ? — why  ia  sba 
forced  away  P  " 

"She  is  perfectly  sufe  ;  the  Captain  has  her  in  charge! 
but  suffer  me  now,  my  adored  Miss  Auyille,  to  take  ths 
only  opportunity  that  is  allowed  me,  to  speak  upon  another, 
a  mnch  dearer,  much  sweeter  subject." 

And  then  he  hastily  came  into  the  chariot,  and  seated 
himself  next  to  me.  I  would  fain  have  disengaged  myaell 
from  him,  but  ho  would  not  let  me ;  "  Deny  me  not,  nost 
charmittg  of  women,"  cried  he,  "deny  me  not  this  onlj 
nocaent  that  is  lent  me,  to  ■paui  lortVTiiij  wraLir^  yoni 
gentle  ettvs, — to  tell  you  bow  m.mili \  anEei  faam,  ^wa  ^ 


"how  much   1  di-ead  your   diaplos 
f  I  am  affected  by  j 


¥  0,  Sir,  tTiia  is  no  time  for  sach  1*    „      „ 
L  pray  go  to  the  relief  of  Madame  Dnyal, — 

'  e  should  be  treated  with  aach  indignity." 
"And  will  yon, — can  yon  command  my  nbsence  ? — 
When  may  I  apeak  to  yon,  if  not  now  ? — Does  the  Captain 
suffer  me  to  breathe  a  moment  ont  of  hie  sight  P — and  are 
not  a  thousand  impertinent  people  for  ever  at  your 
elbow  ?  " 

"  Indcetl,  Sii'  Clement,  you  m.ust  change  yonr  atyle,  or  I 
will  not  hear  you.  The  vnipertinmit  peoph  you  mean  are 
amoDg  my  best  friends;  and  you  would  not,  if  yon  reaUy 
wished  me  well,  speak  of  them  so  disrespectfully." 

"  Wish  you  well  I — 0,  Miss  Anvilio,  point  but  out  to  n 
how,  in  what  manner,  I  may  convince  you  of  the  ferv(fl| 
of  my  passion  ; — tell  me  but  what  services  yon  will  a 
from  me, — ^and  yoo  ahall  find  my  life,  my  fortnne,  my  whoj 
soul  at  yonr  devotion." 

"  I  want  nothiv^.  Sir,  that  yon  can  oHer ; — I  1 
not  to  talk  to  me  so — so  strangely.  Pray  leave  n 
pray  aesnra  yourself  you  cannot  take  any  method  so  aac- 
cessIesB  to  show  any  regard  for  me,  as  entering  into 
aohemes  so  frightful  to  Madame  Duval,  and  so  disagreeable 
.Biyaelf." 

jiThe  achemo  was  the  Captain's:    I  even  opposed  it: 
jogh,  I  own,  I  conld  not  refuse  myself  the  so  long-wished- 
I  happiness  of  speaking  to  yon  once  more,  without  so 
fcj  of— yonr  friends  to  watch  me.     And  I  had  flal 
jielf,  that  the  noto  I  charged  the  footman  to  give  y( 
Jlld  have  prevented  the  alaim  you  have  received." 
'Well,  Sir,  yon  have  now,  I  hope,  said  enough;  andi, 
L  iffiH  not  go  yourself  to  sec  for  Madame  Duval,  at  It 
■  me  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  her." 
ind  when  may  I  apeak  to  yon  again  ?  " 
.  To  matter  when, — I  don't  know, — perhaps — " 
^flrlt&ps  what,  my  angel  ?  " 

Tetbaps  newer.  Sir, if  you  torment  me  thus.'' 

r !  O,  Miss  Anville,  how  cvuel,  'Vw™  ■^^'^ 
I  that  ivy  wovd  .'—Indeed  I  cn.nn.(it  e^tiiiwa 


"  Then,  Sir,  you  muefc  not  provoke  it.  Pray  leave 
directly." 

"  I  Trill,  Madam  :  but  let  me,  at  leiLst,  moke  a,  merit 
my  obedience, — allow  me  to  bope  that  yon  will,  in  futt 
be  lesfi  averse  to  truBting  yoarself  for  a  few  nioments  aJJ 

I  was  snrprised  at  the  freedom  of  this  inquest ;  but,  w\ 
I  hesitated  how  to  antiwer  it,  the  other  mask  came  ut 
the  ohaj'iot-door,  and,  in  avoice  almost  stiiled  with,  laaghi 
said,  "  I've  dono  for  her  ! — the  old  buck  ja  Baia; — but 
miist  sheer  off  direetly,  or  wo  shall  be  all  aground." 

Sir  Clement  instantly  left  me,  mounted  Lie  horao,  i 
Mde  off.  The  Captain  having  given  some  direotioos  to  ' 
Bervants,  followed  him, 

I  was  both  nneaHy  and  impatient  to  know  the  fate 
Madame  Duval,  and  immediately  got  out  of  the  charioi 
seek  her.  I  desired  the  footman  to  show  me  whioh  k 
she  was  gone  ;  he  pointed  with  his  finger  by  way  of  ausn 
and  I  saw  that  he  dared  not  trnat  hia  TOioe  to  jaake  t 
other.  I  walked  on  at  a  very  quick  pace,  and  aoon,  to  j 
great  consternation,  perceived  the  poor  lady  seated  ttpdj 
in  a  diteb,  I  flow  to  her  with  unfeigned  concern  ei^ 
situation.  She  was  sobbing,  nay,  almost  roaring,  siA 
the  utmost  agony  of  rage  and  teiTor.  As  soon  as  cdiM 
me,  she  redoubled  her  cries ;  but  her  voice  was  so  httM 
I  could  not  understand  a  word  she  said.  I  was  so  mil 
shocked,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I  forbore  ezolaiml 
against  the  cruelty  of  the  Captain  for  thus  wantonly ' 
treating  her ;  and  I  could  not  forgive  myself  for  hsvi 
puaively  suffered  the  deception.  I  used  my  utmost  I 
deavours  to  comfort  her,  aBsnring  her  of  our  present  sale 
and  begging  her  to  rise  and  return  to  the  chariot. 

Almost  bnrsting  with  passion,  she  pointed  to  her  feet^  A 
with  frightful  violence  she  actually  tore  the  ground  ^ 
ber  hands. 

I  then  S.1W  that  her  feet  were  tied  together  with  &  riuo 
rope,  which  was  fastened  to  the  upper  branch  of  a  tre^  m 
with  a  hedge  which  mii  along  the  ditch  where  she  BKk, 
endaavoared  to  untie  the  knot ;  but  soon  found  it  v 
mSniteiy  beyond  my  atrengtb,  \  -vnia,  fti«i:e^'eei,^fcl\^|rf 
stpply  to  the  footman ;  but,  being  'iuvj  unvi'viSiiia'^  <*! 


.  by  the  sigbt  of  Uadame  DnraJ's  nitnation, 
i  huH  in  lend  me  ii  knife  :  I.  i-etumeil  with  it,  and  ci 
'eve  soon  disentangled ;  and  then, 
th  with  great  difficulty,  I  assisted  Ler  to  rise.  But 
8  my  ueiomalmient,  when,  the  moment  ahe  yaa  up, 
e  a  violent  slap  on  the  face !  I  retreated  from  her 
with  precipitation  and  dread  ;  and  she  then  loaded  me  with 
reproaches,  which,  tliongh  almost  unintelligible,  convinced 
[Be  that  she  imagined  I  had  volontarily  deserted  her ;  but 
med  not  to  have  the  slightest  suspicion  that  she  had 
a  attacked  by  real  robbers. 

>  mucti  surprised  ajid  confonnded  at  the  blow, 

e  time,  I  snfEered  her  to  rave  without  mn.Ving 

cti'eme  agitation,  and  real  suffering, 

lispeUed  my  anger,  which  bH  tamed  into  compassion. 

1  told  her,  that  I  ha.d  been  forcibly  detained  from 

g  her,  and  assured  her  of  m.y  real  sorro 

be flomewhat  appeased;  and  liig 
to  the  carriage,  or  give  me  leave  to  order  tl 

up  to  the  place  where  we  stood. 

I  told  her,  that  the  longer  we  remained  still, 
roold  be  the  daoger  of  our  ride  home.  Struck 
it,  she  saddenly,  and  with  hasty  steps,  moved 

D  such  disorder,  that  I  was  quite  sorry  to 

_  ^    0  exposed  to  the  servants,  who  all  of  them,  in 

Ira  their  master,  bold  her  in  derision :  however, 

^  a  unavoidable. 

3  ditch,  happily,  was  almost  qnite  dry,  or  ahe  mnst 

l^d  atill  more  seriously ;  yet  so  forlorn,  so  miser- 

■  before  saw.     Her  head-dress  had 

T  linen  was  torn,  her  negUgSe  had  not  a  pin  loft 

ttticoats  ahe  was  oliliged  to  hold  on,  and  hor 

p  perpetually  slipping  off.     She  was  covered  with 

_^^  !fl,  and  filth,  and  her  face  was  really  horrible ;  for 

trtie  pfflmtnm  and  powder  from  her  head,  and  the  dust  from 
the  road,  were  quite  pasted  on  her  skin  by  hev  teajft,-»i'Q.\rfa, 
wittiher  roKge,niadB so  frightful  a  mixtntB.t'ha^^feVweSi^ 

E'  hamiin, 
serv&ats  were  ready  to  die  with  loQ^O^ter  tbo 
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they  saw  her ;  but  not  all  my  remonBtrasces  conld  IH^^| 
upon  her  to  get  into  tLe  caxria.g-e,  till  she  bad.  most  ^^M 
mently  rept'oached  tbem  both  for  not  reacuing  Ler.  ^H 
footman,  fixing  bis  eyea  oii  tbe  gronnd,  as  if  fearfnl  of  ^H 
tmating  him.self  to  look  at  ber,  protested  that  the  roatSt 
had  vowed  tbej  would  aboot  bim  if  be  moved  an  inch,  sad 
that  one  of  tbem  had  stayed  to  watch  tbe  chariot,  while  flie, 
other  carried  ber  ofE,  adding,  that  the  reaflon  of  their  l»-|i 
baying  so  bacbftrouBly,  was  to  revenge  our  haying  seinind 
onr  puraea.  Notwithstanding  ber  ajiger,  she  gave  iminMBB 
credit  to  what  be  Baid  ;  and  really  imagined  that  he^^H 
of  nioney  bad  irritated  tbe  pretended  robbers  to  tre^^H 
with  sncb  cruelty.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  be  cai^^H 
npon  my  guard  not  to  betray  tbe  imposition,  which  ^^H 
now  answer  no  other  pnrpose,  than  occasioning  an  ii^H| 
able  breach  between  ber  and  the  Captain. 

Just  as  we  were  seated  in  tbe  chariot,  she  disoDTSred  tb 
loss  which  ber  bead  bad  sustained,  and  calla^|flt'*M 
God  1  what  is  become  of  my  bair  p — why,  tt^^^|BUjd^ 
stole  all  my  cnrls  !  "  ^^^^^^^^| 

She  then  ordered  the  man  to  mn  and  see  i^^^^^^^^l 
any  of  tbem  in  the  ditch .  He  went,  and  presen^^^^^^^f 
produced  a  great  quantity  of  hair,  in  such  a  na^^^^^^^M 
that  I  was  amazed  she  would  take  it ;  and  tb^^^^^^^l 
delivered  it  to  bor,  found  it  impossible  to  keej^l^^^^^l 
nance ;  which  she  no  sooner  observed,  than  all  h^^tBT 
passions  were  again  raised.  She  flung  tbe  battered. ooibi 
bis  face,  saying,  "  Sirrah,  what  do  you  grin  for  ?  I  if% 
you'd  been  BBryed  so  yourself,  and  yon  wouldn't  have  iatai 
it  no  such  joke :  you  are  the  impudentest  felli  "^ 

and  if  I  find  yon  dare  grin  at  me  •■ 
ceremony  of  boxing  yonr  eacs." 

Satisfied  with  the  threat,  tbe  man  hastily 

Her  angor  now   subsiding  into   grief,   she  b( 
sorrowfully  to  lament  her  case.     "  I  believe,'' 
"  never  nobody  was  so  unlucky  as  I  am  !  and 
cause  I  ha'n't  bad  misfortunes  enough  already,  that  pnpm 
has  made  me  lose  my  onrls ! — Why,  I  can't  see  nobo^ 

o'itbont  thejn  : — only  lookatme, — ^l-was"    "■    "^    "' 

^J'  life  bafore.      Pardi,  ii  I'd  tnoVd 


bronght  two  or  three  seta  with  me  :  bat  I'd  never  a  thought 
of  anch  a  thing  as  this." 

Finding  her  now  BOmewhaL  pacified,  I  veutared  lo  ask  an 
acconnfc  o£  her  adventure,  which  I  will  endeavour  to  writa 
in  her  own  words. 

"  Why,  child,  all  this  misfortune  comes  of  that  puppy's 
making  na  leave  our  money  behind  na  ;  for,  as  Boon  as  the 
roblier  see  I  did  put  nothing  m  his  hands,  he  Ingged  me  oat 
of  the  cluuiot  by  main  force,  and  I  verily  thought  he'd  havs 
murdered  me.  He  was  as  strong  as  a  lion ;  I  was  no  mors 
in  hie  hands  than  a  child.  Bat  I  believe  never  nobody  waa 
so  abased  before ;  for  he  dragged  me  down  the  road,  pulling 
and  hauling  me  all  the  way,  as  if'd  no  more  feeling  than  a 
horse.  I'm  SBre  I  wish  I  could  see  that  man  cut  up  and 
quartered  alive  I  however,  he'll  come  to  the  gallowa,  that's 
one  good  thing.  So  soon  as  we'd  got  out  of  sight  of  the 
chariot,  though  he  needn't  have  been  afraid,  for  if  he'd  beat 
me  to  a  mommy,  those  cowardly  fallows  wouldn't  have  said 
nothing  to  it — So,  when  I  was  got  there,  what  does  he  do, 
but  all  of  a  auddec  he  takes  me  by  both  the  shoulders,  and 
e  such  a  shake ! — Mon  Dieu !  I  shall  never  forget 
i  I  live  to  be  aji  hundred.  I'm  sure  I  dare  say  I'm  out 
(pint  all  over.  And,  though  I  made  us  much  noise  as 
If  I  could,  he  took  no  mora  notice  of  it  than  nothing  at 
;  bat  there  be  stood,  shaking  me  in  that  manner,  as  if  he 
vra&  doing  it  for  a  wager.  I'm  determined,  if  it  costs  me 
all  my  fortune,  I'll  see  that  villain  hanged.  Ho  shall  be 
found  out,  if  fiiere's  e'er  a  justice  in  England.  So  when  he 
had  shook  me  till  he  was  tired,  and  I  felt  all  over  like  a 
jelly,  without  saying  never  a  word,  he  takes  and  pops  me 
into  the  ditch  I  I'm  sure,  I  thought  he'd  haveTOordered  me, 
iLs  much  as  ever  I  thought  any  thing  in  my  life;  for  he  kept 
liojnping  me  about,  as  if  he  thought  nothing  too  had  for  me. 
However,  I'm  reaolved  I'll  never  leave  my  purse  behind  me 
ttgain,  the  longest  day  I  have  to  live.  So  when  he  couldn't 
^imd  over  m.e  no  longer,  lie  holds  ont  his  hands  again  for 
r  money;  but  he  was  as  cunning  as  could  be,  for  ha 
Haldn't  speak  a  word,  because  I  shouldn't  swear  to  bis 
ice;  however,  that  sha'n't  save  him,  for  I'llB.-nww^'tisii 
'  "any  dfy  in  the  yeax,  il  I  can  but  catch  Vaa.  ^o,-^\bKa.'! 
t<}!ii  him  I  bad  no  money,  he  fell  to  jcrV^ix^  m.^  isgiCva,"^ 
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tiB  if  he  htA  hnt  tbat  raoment  begnn  I  And,  nfter  that,  bi 
got  nie  close  by  h.  tree,  mid  nut  nf  his  pocket  he  pulls  a,grtai 
cord  !— It's  a  vfonder  I  did  not  swoon  awiiy  ;  for  as  sure  U 
you're  alive,  he  was  going  to  hang  me  to  that  tree,  1 
Bcreamed  like  any  thing  mad,  and  told  him  if  be  would  Imt 
spare  my  life,  I'd  never  prosecute  him,  nor  tell  nobody  whit 
he'd  done  to  me :  so  he  stood  some  time  quit«  in  a  brown 
study,  a-thinking  whiit  he  should  do.  And  so,  after  that, 
he  forced  me  to  sit  down  in  the  ditch,  and  he  tied  mj  feet 
together,  juat  as  you  see  tliem  ;  and  then,  as  if  he  had  not 
done  enough,  he  twitched  off  my  cap,  and,  without  saying 
nothing,  got  on  his  horse  and  left  me  in  that  condition  t 
thinking,  I  suppose,  that  I  might  lie  there  and  periah." 

Though  this  narrative  almost  compelled  mo  to  lungh,  yet 
I  was  really  irritated  with  the  Captain,  for  carrying  hia  love 
of  tormentmg,^ — eport,  he  calls  it, — to  such  barbarous  and 
uniustifiable  extremes.  I  consoled  and  soothed  her,  as  well 
US  I  was  able ;  and  told  her,  that  since  M.  Dn  Bois  had 
escaped,  I  hoped,  when  she  recovered  from  her  fright,  all 
wonld  end  wdl. 

"  Fright,  child  !  "  repeated  she,  "  why  that's  not  half; — 
I  promise  yon,  I  wish  it  was ;  but  here  I'm  bruised  from  top 
to  toe,  and  it's  well  if  ever  I  have  the  rightuseofmy  limbs 
again.  However,  I'm  glad  the  villain  got  nothing'  but  his 
tronble  for  his  pains.  But  liere  the  worst  is  to  come,  for  1 
can't  go  out,  because  I've  got  no  curls,  and  bo  ba'U  he 
escaped  before  I  can  get  to  the  justice  to  atop  bim.  I'm 
resolTed  I'll  tell  Lady  Howard  how  her  man  served  mo; 
for  if  he  hadn't  made  me  fling  'em  away,  I  dare  say  I  conld 
have  pinned  them  up  well  enough  for  the  country." 

"  Perhaps  Lady  Howard  may  be  able  to  lend  you  a  cap 
that  will  wear  without  them." 

"  Lady  Howard,  indeed !  why,  do  you  think  I'd  wear  one 
of  her  ilowdies  ?  Ifo,  I'll  promise  you,  1  sha'n't  put  on  nr 
sQch  diagnisement.  It's  the  unlucldest  thing  in  the  world 
that  I  did  not  make  the  man  pick  up  the  curls  again  j  but 
he  put  me  in  such  a  passion,  I  could  not  think  of  nothing. 
I  know  I  can't  get  none  at  Howard  Grove  for  love  nor 
money;  for  of  all  the  stupid  places  ever  I  see,  thnt  Howarf 
Grove  is  ibe  worst;  there's  never  no  gettm^  nnyciri^ooe 


m 


I  This  HOrt  of  convei'sat.ion  lasted  till  we  arrived  at  onr 

e  end ;  and  then  a  uew  dislvreae  occurred :  Madame 

as  eager  to  apeak  to  Lady  Howard  and  Mrs.  Mirran, 

|nd  to  relate  hev  rajsfortimefi  ;   tint  nhe  could  not  endure 

mt  Sir  Clement  oi-  the  Captiiin  should  see  her  in  such  dia- 

;  for  she  said  thoj"  were  so  ilJ-natured,  that  instead  of 

K^^g  her,  they  would  only  make  a  jest  of  her  disasters. 

B  therefore  sent  me  first  into  the  honse,  to  wait  for  an 

Kirtnnity  of  theiv  being  out  of  the  way,  that  she  might 

1  up  Btairs  unobserveil.     In  this  I  succeeded,  as  the 

intiemen  thought  it  moat  prudent  not  to  seem  watching 

pher;  thongh.  tliej  both  contrived  to  divert  themselves 

■rith  peeping  at  her  as  she  passed. 

>  She  went  immediately  to  bed,  where  she  Ijad  her  supper, 
idy  Howard  and  Mrs.  Mirvan  hoth  of  them  very  kuidlj 
Kt  with  her,  and  listened  to  her  tale  with  coiupassionate 
Jttention  ;  while  Miss  Mirvan  and  I  retired  to  our  ovni  room, 
■rhere  I  was  very  glad  to  end  tiie  troubles  of  the  day  in  a 

afortable  conversation. 
■■  The  Captain's  raptures,  during  supper,  at  the  auccess  of 
's  plan,  were  boundless.  I  spoke  afterwardfl  to  Mrs.  iCr- 
van  with  the  openness  which  her  kindness  encourages,  and 
begged  her  to  remonstrate  vrith  him  upon  the  craelty  of 
tormenting  Madame  Duval  bo  causelessly.  She  promised 
lo  take  the  first  opportunity  of  starting  the  subject ;  but 
naid  he  was  at  present  so  much  elated,  that  he  wonld  not 
listen  to  her  with  any  patience.  However,  should  he  m&ke 
any  new  efforts  to  molest  her,  I  can  by  no  means  consent 
to  be  passive.  Had  1  imagined  he  would  have  been  sc 
violent,  I  would  have  risked  his  anger  in  her  defence  much 

She  has  kept  ber  bed  all  day,  and  declares  she  is  almost 
bruised  to  death. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir.  What  a  long  letter  have  I  written  I 
I  coold  almniit  fancy  I  sent  it  yon  from  liondon  ! 


KTBLnri    IN   CONTHniATION, 

ffouard  Grove,  Map  IB. 

THIS  insatiable  Captain,  ii  leit  to  himseU,  wonld  not.  I 
believe,  rest,  till  he  hail  toTmented  Madome  Dav&l  into 
a,  fever.  He  Beems  t-o  have  no  delight  bnt  in  terri^ing  or 
provoking  her ;  and  all  his  thonghts  apparentlj  tnm  npon 
inventing  such  methods  as  mav  do  it  most  effectnalljr. 

She  had  her  breakfiist  again  in  bed  vestcrday  morning; 
Imt  daring  ours,  the  Captain,  with  a  very  Hignificant  looi 
»t  Sir  Clement,  guve  ns  to  nudei'stand,  that  he  thought  ahe 
had  now  rested  long  enough  to  bear  ihe  hardships  of  a  fresb 
campaign. 

Hin  meaning  waa  obvious ;  and,  therefore,  I  resolved  to 
endeavotir  immediately  to  put  a  stop  to  his  intended  exploits. 
When  breakfast  was  over,  I  followed  Mrs.  Mirvan  out  of 
the  parlour,  and  begged  her  to  lose  no  time  in  pleading  tJie 
caufle  ol  Madame  Dnval  with  the  Captain.  "My  love," 
aJiBwered  she,  "  I  have  already  expostulated  with  bi-m  ;  but 
all  I  can  say  is  fruitless,  while  his  favourite.  Sir  Clement; 
contrives  to  urge  him  on." 

"  Then  I  will  go  and  speak  to  Sir  Clement,"  said  I,  "to 
I  know  he  will  desist  if  1  request  liim." 

"  Have  a  care,  my  dear !  "  said  sbe,  smiling ;  "  it  is  sonw- 
times  daagerouB  to  make  requests  to  men  who  are  too  do- 
sirous  of  receiving  them." 

"  Well  then,  my  dear  Madmu,  will  you  give  me  leaTO  to 
Speak  myself  to  the  Captain  ?  " 

"  Willingly  ;  nay,  I  will  nct-ompany  you  to  him." 

I  thanked  her,  and  we  went  to  seek  him .     He  was  walking 
in  the  garden  with  Sir  Clement.     Mrs.  Mirvan  niost  oblig' 
ingly  made  an  opening  for  my  [rurpose,  by  8a,ying, 
Mirvan,  I  have  brought  a  petitioner  with  me." 

"Why,  whftt'a  the  matter  now  ?  "  cried  he. 

I  wafi  fearfnl  of  making  him  angry,  and  stommc 
maob,  wbea  I  told  him,  I  hopei  Va  \iaA. 
i/annmg  Madame  Jlaval. 


fas  walking 
most  oblig" 
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"  Neui  plan  !  "  cried  lie ;  "  why,  jou  don't  suppose  tihi 
one  ■would  do  again,  do  you  ?  Not  but  what  it  was  a 
good  one,  only  I  doulit  sbe  wouldn't  bite." 

"  Indeed,  Sir,"  said  I,  "eheLuB  already  suffered  too  much  ; 
and  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  if  I  take  the  liberty  of 
telling  you,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
prevent  her  being  again  so  much  terrified." 

A  Eulleu  gloominess  instantly  olonded  hia  face,  and, 
turning  short  from  me,  he  eaid,  1  might  do  as  I  pleased, 
but  that  1  should  much  sooner  repent  than  repair 
officiouflness, 

I  wQH  too  moch  disconcerted  at  this  rebuEE  to  attempt 
making  any  answer;  and  finding  that  Sir  Clement  warmly 
espoused  my  cause,  I  walked  away,  and  left  them  to  dii 
the  point  together. 

Mrs.  Mirvan,  who  never  epcaks  to  the  Captain  wbe 
is  out  of  humour,  was  glad  to  follow  me,  and  with  her  i 
sweetness  made  a  thousand  apologies  for  her  husband' 


When  I  left  her,  I  went  to  Madame  Duval,  who 
just  risen,  and  employed  in  esamining  the  clothes  she 
on  the  day  of  her  ill  usage. 

"  Here's  a  sight  1  "  cried  she.     "  Come,  here  child, — only 
look — Pardi,  so  long  as  I've  lived,  I  never  see  ao  much 
tore  !    Why,  all  my  things  we  spoilt ;    and,  what' 
my  sacque  was  as  good  ae  new.     Here's  the  second  n&jligii 
I've  had  used  in  this  manner  ! — I'm  sure  I  was  a  fool  to  pu' 
it  on  in  such  a  lonesome  place  as  this;  however,  if  I  stai 
liore  theao  ton  ycurs,  I'll  never  put  on  another  good  go' 
that  I'm  resolved." 

"  Will  you  let  the  maid  try  if  she  can  iron  it  out, 
it.  Ma'am  ?  " 

"  No,  she'll  only  mate  bad  worse. — But  look  hero, 
here's  a  cloak  1  Mon  Diem !  why  it  looks  like  a  dish-clout ! 
Of  all  the  nolnclcinesses  that  ever  I  met,  thia  is  (he  worst  I 
for,  do  yon  know,  I  bought  it  but  the  day  before  I  left 
Paris  ! — Besides,  into  the  bargiiin,  my  cap's  quite  gone : 
where  the  villain  twitched  it,  I  don't  know ;  but  1  noTei 
Bee  no  more  of  it  from  that  time  to  ttna.    'So-w  -^wi.  ■m^-'^ 

"is  was  the  bocomingest  cap  1  \^aA^R^ft  ^(sA.&,^«t 
T  another  with  pink  ribbon  in  Vt  -,  aai,  ^  ''^^  '''^^ 
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Che  tmtli,  if  T  hailn't  thought  to  have  seMi  M.  Du 
BO  more  hare  pnt  it  on  than  I'd  liave  flown  ;  for 
one  wears  in  anch  a  fitnpitl  pluce  hs  tltis,  it  nicfnifii 
than  nothing  at  all." 

She  then  t-old  me,  that  uhehadbeen  thinking  all  night  of  a 
conferivitnce  to  hinder  the  Captfdn  from  finding'  ont  her  loss  of 
cnrlH;  which  was,  having  a  large  gauze  handkerchief  pinned 
over  her  head  ns  a  hood,  and  Bajin|r  she  had  the  tooUi-acIi. 

"  To  tell  yon  the  tmth,"  added  she,  "  I  belieTe  that  Cap- 
tain is  one  of  the  worst  men  in  the  world ;  lie's  alwa^ 
making  a  joke  of  me;  and  HRto  his  Iwing;  a  gentleman,  he  hw 
no  more  mannera  than  a  hear,  for  he's  slwaya  npon  the  grin 
when  one's  in  distresB  ;  and,  I  dec-laro,  I'd  rather  be  dome 
any  thing  to  than  langhed  at,  for,  to  my  mind,  it's  one  or 
other  the  diBagreeahlest  thing  in  the  world." 

Mrs.  Mirvaa,  I  fonnd,  had  been  endenvonring  to  diasnade 
her  from  the  design  she  had  formed  of  having  reconroe  to 
the  law,  in  order  to  find  oat  the  snppOBed  robbers  ;  £or  she 
dreadB  a  discovery  of  the  Captain,  dnring  Madame  David'a 
stay  at  Howard  Grove,  as  it  could  not  fail  being  prodactive 
of  infinite  commotion.  Sheha«,  therefore,  taken  great  pamg 
to  show  the  inutility  of  applying  to  jnatiee,  nnless  she  wow 
more  able  to  describe  the  o&ndera  against  whom  she  wonld 
appeal' ;  and  has  aasured  her,  that  ns  she  neither heajNi  their 
voices,  nor  saw  their  faces,  she  cannot  possibly  swear  to 
their  persons,  or  obtain  any  redress. 

Madame  Duval,  in  telling  me  this,  exfa'emely  lamented 
her  hard  fate,  that  she  was  thus  prevented  from  revenging 
her  injnries ;  which,  however,  she  vowed  she  wonld  not  be 
persuaded  to poeliet  tamiely  :  "becansf," added  she, "if  snob 
villains  as  these  are  let  to  have  their  own  way,  and  nobody 
takes  no  notice  of  their  impudence,  they'll  make  no  mors 
ado  than  nothing  at  all  of  tying  people  in  ditches,  and  such 
things  ae  th)),t :  however,  I  shall  conanlt  with  M.  Da  Boia, 
as  soon  as  I  can  ferret  ont  whei*  he's  hid  himself.  Fax 
anre  I've  a  right  to  bis  advice,  for  it's  a3\  along  of  his 
gaping  abont  at  the  Tower  that  I've  met  with  these  mui. 
fortunes." 

M.  Da  Bois,"  said  I,  "  will,  I  am  bmo,  be  very  eoaj 
when  be  bears  what  haB  happened," 
"Ajoil  what  good  will  tbat  do  no'w  'i — tt&V  'stnCt  wns^ 


3  my  clothes ;  I  cou  l«U  liiia,  I  ^'n't  luuch  obliged  to  hint, 
lOTigh.  it's  no  fault  of  hie  ;■ — 'yet  it  i'n't  the  lees  provokinger 
''  t.  I'm  Bore,  if  he  had  beoa  there,  to  have  seen  me 
in  that  maimar,  and  put  neck  and  heels  into  a  ditch, 
>  more  have  thought  it  was  me  than  the  Pope  of 
I'll  promise  jou,  whatever  you  may  think  of  it,  I 
«ha,'n't  have  no  rest,  night  nor  day,  till  I  find  out  that 
rogue." 

"I  have  no  doubt,  Madam, but  you  will  eo  on  die  cover  him." 

"  Fardi,  if  I  do,  I'll  hang  him,  as  sore  ae  fate ! — but 
what's  the  oddest,  is,  that  he  shoaSd  tuke  snuh  u  speoL'il 
spite  againat  Mte  above  all  the  rest !  it  waa  as  much  for  no- 
thing aa  could  be;  for  I  don't  Itnow  what  I  had  done,  ao 
paiiiunlar  bad,  to  be  used  in  that  mannei' :  I'm  sure,  I 
hadn't  given  him  no  oEEenoe,  as  I  know  of,  for  I  never  see 
his  face  all  the  time ;  and  as  to  sCTes.micg  a  little,  1  think 
it's  very  hard  if  one  muan'fc  do  such  a  thing  as  that,  when 
one's  pat  in  feai-  of  ono'a  lifo." 

Duiing  this  conversation,  she  endeavoured  to  adjust  her 
heud-dresa,  but  could  not  at  all  please  herself.  Indeed,  had 
I  not  been  present,  I  should  have  thought  it  impossible  for 
a  woman,  at  her  time  of  life,  to  be  so  very  difficult  in  regard 
to  dreas.  What  ahe  may  have  in  view,  I  cannot  imagine ; 
but  the  labour  of  the  toilette  seems  the  chief  business  of  her 
life. 

When  I  left  her,  in  my  way  down  staira,  I  met  Sb-  Cle- 
ment ;  who,  with  great  earnestness,  said  he  must  not  be 
denied  the  honour  of  ii  moment's  eonveraation  with  me ;  and 
then,  without  waiting  for  an  answer,  he  led  me  to  the  gar- 
den; at  the  door  of  which,  however,  I  abaolntely  insisted 
upon  stopping. 

He  seemed  very  serious,  and  aaid,  in  a  grave  tone  of  voice, 
"  At  length.  Miss  Anvillo,  I  flatter  myself  I  have  hit  upon 
an  expedient  that  will  oblige  you  ;  and  therefore,  though  it 
is  death  to  myself,  I  will  put  it  in  practice." 

I  begged  him  to  explain  himaelf . 

"  I  saw  your  deaire  of  saving  Madame  Duval,  and  scarce 

could  I  refrain  giving  the  brutal  Captain  my  rool  •a^isi'isQ. 

of  his  savage  conduct ;  but  I  am  unwiWiag  tfi  ^aaxi^  ■nx'Oa- 

~"m,  lOBtT  aboaid  be  denied  entrance  into  ■*  V'sasft'^'^'^'t^'' 

S  iMibabit;  I  (lavB  been  endeavouring  Vo  piovnS^  'wi!^    " 


to  give  up  iiia  absurd  new  scheme,  but  I  find  him  Jmpme- 

trable ; — I  have  tberefore  determiued  to  make  a  pretence  fof 
suddenly  leaving  this  place,  dear  as  it  is  to  me,  and  con- 
taining aU  I  most  admire  and  adore  ;^and  I  will  etaj  in 
town  till  tke  violence  of  tbis  boobyisb  iinmonr  is  abated." 

He  stopped ;  but  I  was  silent,  for  I  knew  not  what  I 
ougbt  to  say.  He  took  my  band,  which  be  pressed  to  He 
lips,  saying,  "  And  must  I  then.  Miss  Anville,  must  I  quit 
you — saorLBce  voluntarily  my  greatest  felicity  ;-^and  yet 
not  be  honoured  with  one  woi'd,  one  look  of  approbation  P  " 

I  withdrew  my  hand,  and  said  with  a  half  laugh,  "  Yoa 
know  BO  well.  Sir  Clement,  the  value  of  the  favours  yOO 
confer,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  point  it  out." 

"  Channiag,  charming  girl !  bow  does  your  wit,  you 
understanding,  rise  upon  me  daily ;  and  must  I,  can.  I  part 
with  yoa  P — will  no  other  metliod " 

"  0,  Sir,  do  you  so  Eoon  repent  the  good  office  you  bad 
planned  for  Madame  Duval  ?  " 

"  For  Madame  Duval ! — cruel  oreatui'e,  and  will  yoa  not 
even  anffei'  loe  to  phice  to  yonr  iicconnt  the  sacrifice  I  mp 
about  to  make?  " 

"  You  must  place  it,  Sir,  to  what  account  yoa  please ;  but 
I  am  too  much  in  haste  now  to  stay  here  any  longer." 

And  then  I  would  have  left  him ;  but  he  held  m^  and 
rather  impatiently  said,  "  If,  then,  I  cannot  be  so  happy  M 
to  oblige  j(j«,Mi83  Anville,  you  must  not  beani-priaodBtouIi 
1  seek  to  oblige  myself.  If  my  Bcbemeia  not  honoured  witii 
your  approbation,  for  which  alone  it  was  foimed,  why  shoold 
I,  to  my  own  infinite  diasatisf action,  porsae  it  ?  " 

We  were  then,  for  a  few  minutes,  both  silent ;  I  was  reaJly 
unwilling  he  should  give  np  a  plan  which  would  so  effectuaHy 
break  into  the  Captain's  designs,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sav> 
me  the  pain  of  disobliging  him  ;  and  I  should  instantljand 
thankfully  have  accepted  hia  offered  civility,  had  not  Mr* 
Mirvan's  caution  made  me  feai'ful.  However,  when  I* 
pressed  me  to  speak,  I  said,  in  an  ironical  voice,  "  I  lud 
thought,  Sii',  that  the  very  sti'ong  sense  yon  have  yoniself 
of  the  favour  you  propose  to  me,  would  sufficiently  liaveM- 
j)atd  you ;  but,  as  I  was  mistaken,  I  must  thank  yon  tajfdS- 
Anil  BOW,"  makiDg  a.  low  cou-rteaj,"  V  Xwj'jtt,'^'  — 

tiatia£ed." 


",i°^bJ 


"  Loveliest  of  tLy  sex — "  he  began ;  but  I  foi'ced  myse 
from  him,  and  rnn  up  stairB. 

Soon  after  Miss  Mirvan  told  me  that  Sir  Clement  had 
just  received  a  letter,  which  obliged  him  instantly  to  leave 
the  Grove,  and  that  he  had  actually  ordered  a  chaise.  I 
then  acqnainted  her  with  the  rea!  st^te  of  the  afEair. 
deed,  I  conceal  nothing  from  her ;  she  is  so  gentle  and  bv 
tempetod,  that  it  gives  me  great  pleasnre  to  pla<*e  an  ei 
confidence  in  her. 

At  dinner,  I  must  own,  we  all  missed  him  ;  for  thonj 
the  flightiness  of  his  behaviour  to  mo,  when  we  are  by  cr 
selves,  is  very  distressing ;  yot,  in  large  companies, 
general  conversation,  he  ia  extremely  entertaining  and  ag; 
able.  As  to  the  Captain,  he  hn^  been  so  much  chagrined  at 
his  departure,  that  ho  has  scarce  spoken  a  word  since  he 
went ;  but  Madame  Duval,  who  made  her  first  public  ap- 
pearajice  since  her  accident,  was  quite  in  raptures  that  she 
escaped  seeing  him. 

The  money  which  we  left  at  the  farm-house  has  been  re- 
turned to  113.  What  pains  the  Captain  must  have  taken  to 
arrange  and  manage  the  adventures  which  he  chose  wo 
should  meet  with  !  Yet  he  must  certainly  be  discovered  ; 
for  Madame  Duval  is  already  very  much  perplexed,  at  having 
received  a  letter  this  morning  from  M.  Du  Bois,  in  which 
he  makes  no  mention  of  hie  imprisonment.  However,  she 
has  so  little  suspicion,  that  she  imputes  his  silence  upon  the 
snbject  to  his  fears  that  the  letter  might  be  intercepted. 

Not  one  opportunity  conld  I  meet  with,  while  Sir  Clement 
wua  here,  to  enquire  after  his  friend  Lord  Orville :  but  I 
Hii-nV  it  was  strange  he  should  never  mention  him  unasked. 
Indeed,  I  rather  wonder  that  Mrs.  Mirvan  herself  did  not 
introduce  the  subject,  for  she  always  seemed  particularly 
attentive  to  him. 

And  now,  once  more,  oil  my  thoughts  involnntarily  turn 
ipon  the  letter  I  so  soon  expect  £rom  Paris.     Thia  visit  of 

s  Clement  has,  however,  somewhat  diverted  my  feart 
,  therefore,  I  am  very  glad  he  metAe  it  at  this  tii 
J  dear  Sir. 


1 


LETTER  XXXV. 

IN   SBLUOMl'  I'D   LADY   aOWASD. 


auawer. 

It  aeldoiu  happens  that  a  man,  though  extolled  as  iv  sa 
IB  iTMiUy  withont  blemish  ;  or  that  another,  though  rev 
as  11  devil,  is  really  without  hnmanity.  Perhape  tlie  tin 
not  very  distant,  when  I  may  have  the  honoui"  to  convi 
your  Ladyship  of  this  truth,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Villars 
myself. 

As  to  the  yoiiiig  lady,  whom  Mr.  Villara  ao  obligife 
proposes  presenting  to  me,  I  wish  her  all  the  happinesi 
which,  by  yonr  ladyship's  account,  she  seems  entitled  j  i 
if  she  has  a  third  part  of  the  merit  of  her  to  whom  you  ci 
pare  her,  I  donbt  not  bnt  Mr.  Villara  will  be  more  anco 
fal  in  every  other  application  he  may  make  for  her  adT 
tture,  than  he  can  ever  be  in  any  with  which  he  maj 
pleased  to  favonr  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Madam. 
Tottr  Ladyship's  most  humble, 
and  most  obedient  Barvant, 
JosN  Bau 


LETTER   XXXVT. 


Bauiou 


Sotaani  Grove,  May  18 
■\Tl  rBLL,  my  deai'  Sir,  all  is  now  over!  tlie  letter 
V  V  anxiously  expected  is  at  length  arrived,  and  my  do 
is  £sed.  The  varions  feelings  which  oppress  me,  I  b 
not  language  to  describe  ;  nor  need  I — you  know  mjjx 
j'cia  have  jimrself  formed  it — and  \ls  acoftoiiw  ^ 
I'caistiou  _yofi  luay  I'ut  too  ri'ttd'Ay  \iua^n». 


aow  mi^ 


it  as  1  am,  and  rejected  for  ever  by  him  to  whom 
ijght  belODg — shall  I  now  implore  your  coutmued  pro- 
Q  P — No,  no ; — I  will  not  offend  your  generona  heart, 
ij  open  to  distress,  liaa  no  wish  bat  to  relieve  it,  with 
alicatioa  that  would  seem  bo  imply  a  doabfc.  I  am. 
'flecnre  than  ever  of  yonr  kindneHa,  aiiice  yon  now 
upon  that  is  my  sole  depeudenoe. 
ideavotir  to  bear  this  atiote  with  corapoBure,  and  in 
B  manner  as  if  1  hod  already  received  yonr  connsel 
imaolation.  Yet,  at  times,  my  emotions  are  almost  too 
for  me.  0,  Sir,  what  a  letter  for  a  parent  to  write  ! 
T  not  myself  be  deaf  to  the  voice  of  nature,  if  I  could 
Btobethnaabsolutelyabandonedwi'.iioatregret?  Idare 
Ven  to  yon,  nor  would  I,  could  I  help  it,  to  myself, 
iwledge  all  that  1  think ;  for,  indeed,  1  have  aomctimes 
Bents  upon  this  rejection,  which  my  strongest  SJnse  ni 
1  scarcely  correct,  fot,  suffer  me  to  aak — might 
answer  have  been  softened  ? — was  it  not  enough  to 
me  for  ever,  wixhout  treating  me  with  contempt, 
rounding  me  with  derision  i* 

t  while  ±  am  thus  thinking  of  myself,  I  forget  how 
'more  he  is  the  object  of  sorrow  than  I  am !    Alas ! 
'Amends  can  hi'  make  himself  for  the  anguish  he  ia 
lag  up  for  time  to  come  !    My  heart  bleeds  for  him, 
sver  this  reflection  oconra  to  me. 
kat  is  said  of  you,  my  protector,  my  friend,  my  bene- 
1  I  darenot  trust  myself  fcoconimentnpon.    &«,ciouB 
a  !  what  a  retnm  for  goodness  so  unparalleled  ! 
hanld  fain  endeavour  to  divert  luy  thoughts  from  this 
11  that,  is  not  in  my  power ;  for,  afBicting 
0  me,  I  find  that  it  will  m.t  bo  allowed  to 
Ude  the  affair,  though  it  does  all  my  expectations ;  for 
teie  Duval  has  determined  not  to  lei  ''  rest  here.     She 
rth»  letter  in  great  wrath,  and  protested  she  wonldnot 
iJMiUly  answered ;  she  regretted  her  facility  in  having 
prevailed  npon  to  yield  the  direction  of  Uiis  affair  to 
'  who   knew  not  how  tc  manage   it,   and  vowed  ate 
henelf  nndei-take  and  conduct  it  in  future. 
I  in  vain  that  I  have  pleaded  against  \ieT  TWoWaQ-o,, 
-'nghtber  to  forbear  an  attack  wliere  a\i.tt\ia«  QdOowi.'i, 
iot  rtwentment :  eapfciaUy  a&  1\\bv6  aest&a  Wj'ob'  * 
^^  u  ^^^ 


I 


hint,  that  Lady  Howard  will  one  day  be  moi-e  opeoty 
with.  She  will  not  hear  me :  aha  is  furiously  beob  ajion 
project  which  ia  tenible  to  think  of  j — for  she  laeans  to 
herself  to  Paris,  talte  me  willi  her,  and  therc./ace  to  /a 
demand  jniitice  I  | 

How  to  appease  or  to  persuade  her,  I  know  not ;  bntfol 
the  nniverse  would  I  not  be  dragged,  in  such  a  Tnwnnw,  a 
an  interview  so  awfnl,  with  a  parent  I  have  never  yet  b^ 
held !  -      I 

Lady  Howard  and  Mrs.  Mlj'van  are  both  of  them  infinitel] 
shocked  at  the  present  situation  of  affaii's,  and  they  seem  t< 
be  even  more  kind  to  me  than  ever ;  and  my  dear  "Maria 
who  is  the  friend  of  my  heart,  uses  her  atmost  efforts  H 
console  me ;  and,  when  she  fails  in  her  design,  with  stifl 
greater  kindness  she  sympathises  in  my  sorrow.  t 

I  very  much  rejoice,  however,  that  8ir  Clement  Wil 
loughby  had  left  ns  before  this  letter  arrived.  I  am  Bur 
the  general  confusion  of  the  house  would  otherwise  haTi 
betrayed  to  bim  the  whole  of  a  tale  which  I  nt 
than  ever,  wish  to  have  buried  in  oblivion. 

Lady  Howard  thinks  1  ought  not  to  diEoblige  Madimi^ 
Duval,  yet  ahe  acknowledges  the  impropriety  of  my  i 
panying  her  abroad  npon  such  an  enterprise.  Inc 
would  rather  die  than  force  myself  into  his  presence, 
so  vehement  is  Madame  Duval,  that  she  wonld  Inatantlj 
have  compelled  me  to  attend  her  to  town,  in  her  way 
Paris,  had  not  Lady  Howard  so  far  eserted  herself,  as  id 
declare  ahe  could  by  no  means  consent  to  my  quitting  hn 
house,  till  she  gave  rae  up  to  yon,  by  whose  pennissiop  I 
bad  entered  i1. 

She  was  extremely  angry  at  this  denial ;  and  the  Captaili 
by  his  sneers  and  raillery,  so  much  increased  her  ra^  tlut 
she  ha.s  poaitively  declared,  should  your  next  letter  dispili 
her  authority  to  guide  me  by  her  own  pleasure,  shs  wife 
without  hesitation,  make  a  journey  to  Berry  Hill,  and 
you  lu  kiimv  who  she  is. 

Should  she  put  this  threat  in  execution,  nothing  oooU 
give  me  greater  uneasiness  :  for  her  violence  and  volubili? 
wonld  almost  distract  you, 

Unable  as  I  am  to  act  for  mjaefi,  Oi  to  \adge  what  OOU" 
duct  I  oaffht  to  pursue,  how  giaietoi  4o  1  i«i  ia'j^i^,'W 


I  have  snoh  a,  guide  and  dii'ector  to  counsel  and  instract 

I  yourself ! 
tdieu,  my  dearest  .Sir !     Heaven,  I  ti-ost,  will  neve 
^live  to  be  repulsed,  and  derided  by  yiru,  to  whom  I 
fl  siga  myeelE,  wholly  your 
I  EVBl.lNA. 


l.ETTER   XXXVIl. 


i   TO   tVKLINA. 


i 


Berry  Mill,  May  21. 

LET  not  my  Evelica  be  depressed  by  a  stroke  of  fortuoB 
for  which  she  la  not  responBible.  No  breach  of  duty 
oil  your  part  has  incurred  the  unkinduess  which  has  been 
shown  yon ;  nor  have  you,  by  any  act  of  imprudeueo,  pro- 
voked either  eoTiHuro  or  reproach.  Let  me  intreat  yon, 
therefore,  m.y  dearest  child,  to  support  yourself  with  that 
cionra^  which  your  innoeency  ought  to  inspire ;  aud  let 
the  afflictioii  you  allow  yourself  be  for  him  only  who, 
having  tliat  snppoi-fc,  must  one  day  be  but  too  severely 
;iil>le  how  much  he  wants  it. 

The  hint  thrown  out  concerning  myself  is  wholly  u 
lelUgible  to  me  :  my  heart,  1  dare  own,  fully  acquits  n 
vice;  but  without  hlmmsh,  I  have  never  ventured  to  pro- 
nounce myself.  However,  it  soems  his  intention  to  be 
hereafter  more  esplicit ;  and  theii, — should  anything  appear, 
that  has  on  my  part  contributed  to  those  misfortunes  we 
lament,  let  me  at  least  say,  that  the  most  partial  of  my 
friends  cannot  be  so  much  astonished  as  I  shall  myself  be  at 
fiucb  a  discovery. 

The  mention,  also,  of  any  fiihtre  a/ppUcaUoiis  I  may  make, 
is  equally  beyond  my  comprehension.  But  I  will  uot  dwell 
apKjn  a  subject,  which  almost  eompela  fi-om  me  reflectiona 
that  cimnot  but  be  wouiidiiLig  to  a  heart  so  formed  for  filial 
tenderness  as  my  Evelina's,  There  is  an  air  of  mystery 
tJtroughont  the  letter,  the  explanation  oi  vAiicV  \  ■w'^'Cvvk^^. 


e  Bcbeme  uf  jlJarlaiuu  Buval  is  bui;\i 
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Eonabl;  ezpucted  from  &  woman  so  little  inured  to  dis- 
appointment, and  BO  totally  incapable  of  coDsidenug-  tli« 
delicacy  of  yoor  situation.  Your  averBeness  to  her  plan 
giveB  me  pleasure,  for  it  exactly  oorrespondB  with  tny 
Why  will  Bh.e  not  make  the  journey  she  projects  by  herself? 
She  would  not  have  even  the  wish  of  an  opposition  to  en- 
counter. And  then,  once  more,  might  my  child  and  myseli 
be  left  to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  that  peaceful  happiceas, 
which  she  alone  haa  intcrrapted.  As  to  her  coming  hither, 
I  could,  indeed,  dispense  with  such  a  visit ;  but,  if  she  wilt 
not  be  satisfied  with  my  refasal  by  letter,  I  must  sabmit  to 
the  task  of  giving  it  her  in  person. 

My  impatience  for  your  return  is  ini'reased  hy  yom 
count  of  Sir  Clement  Willoughby'a  visit  to  Howard  Grove, 
I  am  but  little  surprised  at  the  perseverance  of  his  asa'  ~ 
ties  to  interest  yon  in  his  favour ;  but  I  am  very  much  hurt 
that  yon  should  be  exposed  to  addresses,  which,  by  their 
privacy,  have  an  air  that  shocks  me.  Ton  cannot,  my  love, 
be  too  circumspect;  the  slightest  carelessness  on  your  part 
will  be  taken  advantage  of  by  a  nvaw  of  his  disposition.  I( 
IB  not  sufficient  for  yon  to  be  reserved :  his  conduct  even 
calls  for  your  resentment ;  and  should  lie  again,  as 
doubtless  be  his  endeavour,  contrive  to  solicit  yonp  favour 
in  private,  let  yonr  disdain  and  displeasure  be  so  marked, 
Bfi  to  constrain  a  change  in  his  behaviour.  Tliongh,  indeed, 
Bliould  his  visit  be  repeated  while  you  i-emain  at  the  Grove; 
Lady  Howard  must  pardon  me  if  I  shorten  yours. 

Adieu,  my  child.     Ton  will  tdways  make  my  I'espects  W 
the  hospitable  family  to  which  we  are  so  much  obliged. 


LETTEE.  XXXVIU. 


Dear  Madam,  JSen-y  HiU,  May  27. 

I  BELIEVE  your  Ladyship  will  not  be  snrprised  at  hwr- 
in^  I  have  had  a  visit  from  MadEime  Duval,  as  I  doitbl 
noi  bep  havmg  made  known  \iev  ivAontwrn  Velotu  tioa  Wt 
Howard  Orove.     I  would  gladly  \va,vtt  ex.wisci  Ta.-j«i^  "Ck* 


k  the  I 

nf  foe  I 


,  Cdnld  I  hwye  avoided  it  decently ;   but,  after 
ta  jofimey,  it  was  not  possible  to  tcfn^e  hei-  adniiitan< 
e  told  me,  that  abe  came  to  Berry  HOI,  in  consequem 
k  letter  I  hod  sent  to  her  grand-danghter,  in  wbich  I  bad! 
Ed  her  going  to  Paris.      Very  roughly  she  then   called'' 
ff  to  aoconnt  for  the  authority  which  I  had  assumed  ;  ant 
ad  I  been  disposed  to  have  argued  with  her,  she  wo' 
erj-  angjily  have  disputed  the  right  by  which  I  used 
Int   I    declined  all   debating.     1  therefore  hstaned  very' 
(lietly,  till  she  hiid  so  much  fatigued  herself  with  talking, 
lat  she  was  glad,  in  hei'  turn,  to  be  silent.     And  then,  I 
egged  to  know  the  purport  o£  her  visit 
^he  answered,  that  bIio  came  to  make  me  relinquish 
r  I  had  usurped  over  her  grand-daughter  [  and 
e  would  not  qnit  the  place  till  she  aucceeded. 
t  1  will  not  trouble  your  Ladyship  with  the  portioi 
B  disagreeable  conversation  ;  nor  shonld  I,  bnt 
jnnt  of  the  result,  have  chosen  so  unpleasant  a  subject  for 
our  perusal.     However,  I  will  be  ns  concise  as  I  possibly 
an,  that  the  better  occupations  of  your  Ladyship's  time 
lay  be  less  impeded. 
When  she  foncd  me  ineioi"ahle  in  refusing  Evelina's  at- 
mding  hei'  to  Paris,  she  peremptorily  insisted  that  she 
lonld  at  least  live  with  her  in  London  till  Sir  John  Bel- 
lont's  return.     I  remonstrared  against  this  scheme  withj 
11  the  energy  in  my  power  :  but  the  contest  was 
lat  her  patience,  and  I  my  time.     She  declared,  that  if 
aa  resolute  in  opposing  her,  she  would  instantly  make 
ill,  in  which  she  would  leave  all  her  fortane  to  strangei 
longh,  otherwise,  she  intended  her  grand-daughter  tor  hi 
de  heiress. 

[le,  1  own,  this  threat  seemed  of  little  conaequLTicad 
ire  long  accustomed  myself  to  think,  that,  with  a  cc«i 
',  of  which  she  is  sure,  my  child  might  be  as  hapf 
ffthe  possession  of  millions  ;    hut  tho  iscertitnde  of  h^ 
Bfate  deters  me  fi"om  following  implicitly  the  dictates  of'  i 

BBent  judgment.     The  connections  she  may  hereafter 
i  the  style  of  life  for  which  sbe  may  bo  Aesfciiitii,  as^ 
Ittore  fsmilf  to  which  she  may  belong,  atfc  (ia&wA«W' 
■/wJdeb  give  bat  too  much  weigkt  to  t\Mi  ■roeoWMi'a  (A 
keVuTaJ.     In  abort.  Madam,  a£tei  a.  iisoovixao  ««a- 


16ft  tfnLrvA. 

nitely  tedions,  I  was  obliged,  thougli  very  reluctantly,  fo 
compromise  with  this  nngovemable  woman,  by  conapiitiiig 
that  Evelina  should  pass  one  month  with  her. 

I  neTor  made  a  conccBsioTi  with  so  bad  a  grace,  or  bo 
maeh  regret.  The  violence  and  valgarity  of  tbia  woman, 
her  t.otal  ignoiiuioe  of  propriety,  t!ie  ftimilj-  to  which  she  18 
rela'Wd,  and  the  company  she  is  likely  to  Iteep,  are  objectiona 
so  forcible  to  her  having  the  charge  of  this  dear  child,  thst 
nothing  leas  than  my  diffidence  of  the  right  I  have  of 
depriving  her  of  so  large  a  fortune,  would  have  indnced 
me  to  listen  fo  her  proposal.  Indeed  we  parted,  at  last, 
equally  discontented  ;  she  at  what  I  had  refused,  I  at  vlnt 
I  had  granted. 

It  DOW  only  remains  for  me  to  retnm  yonr  Ladyship  my 
hnnible  aeknowledgments  for  the  HndiieHs  which  you  hare 
BO  liberally  shown  to  my  ward  ;  and  to  Ijegyon  would  haw 
the  goodness  to  part  with  her  when  Madame  Duval  thinks 
proper  to  claim  the  promise  which  she  has  extorted  from  me. 

Dear  Madam,  &c. 

Arthur  Villarb. 


LETTER  XXXTX. 


W 


Berry  Hill,  May  US. 
riTH  a  reluctance  which  occasions  me  ineicpresBiblt 
uneasiness,  I  have  heen  almost  compelled  to  consent 
that  my  EveHna  should  quit  the  protection  of  the  hospitaUe 
and  respectahle  Lady  Howard,  and  accompany  MadanK 
DnvaJ  to  a  city  which  I  bad  hoped  she  wonld  never  Bgtin 
iare  entered.  Bnt  alas,  my  dear  child,  we  are  the  slavH 
of  cnetom,  the  dupes  of  prejutUce,  and  dare  not  etem  ibt 
torrent  of  an  opposing  world,  even  though  our  indgment* 
condemn  our  compliance  !  However,  since  tho  die  is  cast,  (i* 
a/nst  endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  it. 

Ton  will  have  occasion,  in  \A»f  cqvubb  <A  ftie  -mHifl^^ 
■e  to  paas  with  Madams  DaVal,  icn  slW  *j\ib  crairainR^esfiw 


3  you  can  call  to  yonr  aid.     She  will  i 


whieli  she  tliiiiks 


,  propose  B  ^ 

liereclf ;  but  you  utiist  learn  uot  uDly  to  judge  hut  to  aoj  £ 
yourself ;  if  Emy  sehemes  are  started,  any  i 
made,  which  your  anderstjuiding  represents  to  you  as  i 
proper,  exert  yourBelf  reaolutely  in  avoiding  them  ; 
not,  by  a  too  passive  facility,  risk  the  censure  of  the  worlSj 
or  your  own  future  rep^^t. 

You  cannot  too  assiduously  attend  to  Madame  JlhiYitl  hei 
self ;  but  I  would  wish  you  to  mis  as  little  as  possihle  witli 
herassociateE,wboarcuot  likely  to  be  among  those  whose  ao' 
qnaintance  would  reflect  credit  npon  you.  Remeniber,  my 
dear  Evelina,  nothing  ia  so  delicate  as  the  reputation  of  e 
woman  ;  it  is  at  once  the  most  beantif  al  and  most  brittle  ^ 
all  homan  things. 

Adieu,  ray  beloved  chOd ;    I  shall  be  but  ill  at  e 

inth  is  elapsed.  A.  V 


^mo, 

Kkc: 


LETTER,  XL. 


KTRUHA  Ttl  THI  RKV.  UR.  VfLLARS. 


Loiidun,  June  6. 
N^CE  more,  my  dearest  Sir,  I  write  to  you  frora  this 
'  great  city.  Yesterday  morning,  with  the  truest  con- 
carti,  I  quitted  the  dear  inhabitants  of  Howard  Qrove,  and 
most  impatiently  shall  I  count  tbe  days  till  I  see  them 
ag^D.  Lady  Howard  and  Mrs.  Mirvan  took  leave  of  me 
witt  the  most  flattering  kindness  ;  but  indeed  I  knew  not 
how  to  part  with  Maria,  whose  own  apparent  sorrow  re- 
doobled  mine.  She  made  me  promise  tu  send  her  a  letter 
every  post :  and  I  shall  write  to  her  with  the  same  freedom, 
atid  iilmofit  the  same  confidence,  you  allow  me  to  make  use 
of  to  yourHcH, 

Tbe  Captain  wa«  very  civil  to  me  :  but  he  wrangled  with 
poor  Madame  Dnval  to  the  last  monierit-,   a.ii4,  \a^wv%  tiwi 
aside,  jiiat  before  we  gat  into  the  cba\ae,\ieB»A4,''''^*-t^*^-« 
Miaa  Anrille,  I've  a  faifonr  for  ia  ask  ot  70U,  ■w\iwV\*  ''HC'^' 


tii&t  joa  will  write  ns  word  how  the  old  gentJewoiaui 
liereelf ,  when  ahe  sees  it  wcbs  all  a  trick ;    and  what  tJie 
French  lubber  Baya  to  it,  and  all  about  it." 

i  answered  that  1  would  obey  him,  thongh  1  was  tmj 
little  pleased  with  the  eommissioi!,  which,  to  me,  was  hiehlv 
improper ;  but  he  will  either  treat  me  as  an  informer, 
or  make  me  a  party  in  his  frolic,  - 

Ab  soon  aa  we  drove  away,  Madame  Duval,  with  much 
eatiefaction,  exclaimed,  "Di'eu  merci,  we've  got  off  at  last  I 
I'm  Bore  I  uever  desire  to  see  that  place  again.  It's  a 
wonder  I've  got  away  alive ;  for  I  believe  I've  had  the 
worst  luck  ever  was  known,  from  the  time  I  set  my  foot 
I  npon  the  threshold.  I  know  I  wish  I'd  never  a  gone. 
Besides,  into  the  bargain,  it's  the  most  dnllest  place  in  all 
ChriBtendom  ;    there's    never   no   diversions,    nor    nothing 

Then  she  bewailed  M.  Du  Boia  ;  concerning  whose  adven- 
'     tures  she  continued  lomake  various  conjectures  diiringtiie 
rest  of  oar  journey. 

When  I  asked  her  what  part  of  London  she  should  reside 
in,  she  told  me  that  Mr.  Brangbton  was  to  meet  us  at  ao 
inn,  and  would  conduct  ns  to  a  lodging.  Accordingly,  we 
proceeded  to  a  house  in  Bishopsgate  Street,  and  were  led  I7 
awaiter  into  a  room  where  we  found  Mr.  Brangbton. 

He  received  us  very  civilly  ;  but  seemed  rather  surprised 
at  aeeing  me,  saying,  "  Why,  1  didn't  think  of  your  bringing 
Mies  ;  however,  she's  very  welcome." 

"  I'll  tell  von  bow  it  was,"  said  Madame  Duval ;  "  jon 
must  know  I've  a  mind  to  lake  the  girl  to  Paris,  that  she 
may  seeaomcthingof  the  world,  and  improve  herself  a  little; 
besides,  I've  another  reason,  that  you  and  I  will  talk  more 
about.  But,  do  you  know,  that  meddling  old  parson,  as  1 
told  you  of,  would  not  let  her  go :  however,  I'm  resolvedl'll 
be  even  with  him ;  for  I  shall  take  her  on  with  me,  witVont 
Edfing  never  a  word  more  t.o  nobody." 

I  slarted  at  this  intimation,  which  very  much  surprised 
me.  But,  I  am  very  glad  she  has  discovered  her  intOTtion, 
as  I  shall  be  carefuUy  upon  my  guard  not  to  venture  from 
(awn  wWi  her. 
Mr.  lii-ADghtOB  then  bopei  we  \^aA  ^aaftei 
B^/y  in  the  couutiy. 


5*  O  Lord,  oonBin,"  cried  she,  "  I've  been 

mature  in  the  wortd  !  I'm  sure  all  the  horses  in  London 
Bha'n't  drag  me  into  the  conntry  again  of  one  while  :  why, . 
how  do  yon  think  I've  been  served  ? — only  gnesB." 

"  Indeed,  cousin,  I  can't  pretttnd  to  do  that." 

"  Why  then  I'U  teil  yoB.  Do  you  know  I've  been  robbed  t 
— that  is,  the  villain  would  have  robbed  me  if  he  could, 
only  I'd  secured  all  my  money." 

"  Why  then,  cousin,  I  think  your  ioBS  can't  have  been 

"  0  Lord,  you  don't  know  wh.it  you're  a  saying ;  yoa'H 
talking  in  the  uiithinkingest  manner  in  the  world :  whj 
was  all  along  of  not  having  no  money  that  I  met  with  tht 
misfortune." 

"  How's  that,  cousin  ?  I  don't  see  what  great  misfor- 
tane  yon  can  have  met  with,  if  you'd  secured  all  your 
money." 

'■  That's  because  you  don't  know  nothing  of  the  matt^T  ; 
for  there  the  villain  came  to  the  chaise ;  and,  because  we 
hadn't  got  nothing  to  give  him,  though  he'd  no  more 
right  to  our  money  than  the  man  in  the  moon,  yet,  do  yon 
know,  he  fell  into  the  greatest  passion  ever  yoa  see,  and 
abused  me  in  snch  a  manner,  and  pat  me  in  a  ditch,  and 
got  a  rope  •>'  pui'pose  to  hang  me ; — and  I'm  sure,  if  that 
B^sn't  misfortune  enough,  why  I  don't  know  what  is," 
■tf  This  is  a  hai'd  case,  indeed,  cousin.  But  why  don't 
^fc  go  to  Justice  Fielding  P  " 

^^'  O  OB  to  that,  I'm  a  going  to  him  directly  ;  but  only  I 
want  first  to  see  poor  M.  IDu  Bois ;  for  the  oddest  thing  of 
all  is,  that  he  has  wrote  to  me,  and  nevei'  said  nothing 
■  (,  nor  what's  become  of  him,  nor  nothing 


Du  Bois  !    why,  he's  at   my    house   at    this    ■ 


m^U.  Du  Boia  at  your  house !  well,  I  declai'e  this  is  the 
^trprisingest  part  of  all :  However,  I  assure  you,  1  think 
te  might  have  comed  for  me,  as  well  as  you,  considering 
what  Ihavegone  thj'ough  on  his  account;  for,  to  tell  you  the 
bnitb,  it  was  1)11  along  of  him  that  Imetwitht'UaX.waJAwiAs 
ft]  dcm't  take  it  vei-y  tintl  of  him,!  promifte  yfi 


"  Well,  but.  cousin,  tell  me  aome  of  the  partdoalai 
iiffau'."  

"Ab  to  the  particTilarB,  I'm  sait)  they'd  make  yofflf-' 
stand  on  end  to  hear  thetn ;  iiuwevcT,  the  b^mniniF  of  it  oU 
was  thi-ough  the  faidt  of  M,  Du  Bois  :  but,  I'll  assure  joo, 
he  may  take  care  of  himst'lf  in  futnre,  since  he  don't  ho 
much  OS  come  to  see  if  I'm  dead  or  alive. — Bat,  there,  I 
went  for  him  to  a  justice  of  peace,  and  rode  all  out  of  tie 
way,  and  did  everything  in  the  world,  and  was  used  worser 
than  a  dog,  and  all  for  the  sake  of  serving  of  him ;  and  now, 
jou  see,  he  don't  so  much — well,  I  was  a  fool  for  my  paJnB. 
— However,  he  may  get  somebody  else  to  be  treated  so 
another  time ;  for,  if  he's  taken  up  every  day  in  the  week, 
I'll  never  go  after  him  no  more.'' 

This  oocasioned  an  explanation ;  in  the  coarse  erf  whiob 
Madame  Duval,  to  her  ubt«r  amnnement,  heard  that  M.  Dn 
fiois  had  never  left  London  during  her  absence  !  nor  did 
Mr.  Branghton  believe  Hiat  he  had  e\'f;r  been  to  the  Tower, 
or  met  with  any  kind  of  ikccident. 

Almost  instantly  the  whole  truth  of  the  transaction 
seemed  to  ruth  lepoti  her  mind,  and  her  wrath  was  iacrai- 
ceivably  violent.  She  asked  me  a  thousand  qiieatjona  in  S 
breath  ;  but,  fortaniitely,  was  too  vehement  to  attend  to  n^ 
embairassment,  which  must  otherwise  have  betrayed  aj 
knowledge  of  thfi  deceit.  Revenge  was  her  first  wish[ 
and  she  vowed  she  would  go  the  next  morning  to  Justice 
Fielding,  and  inquire  what  punishment  she  might  lawfnllj 
inflict  upon  the  Captain  for  his  assault. 

I  believe  we  were  an  honr  at  Bidiopsgate  Street  befoM 
poor  Madame  Duval  could  allow  any  thing  to  be  mentioned 
but  her  own  story  ;  at  length,  howeTer,  Mr.  Branghtontold 
her,  that  M.  Dn  Bois,  and  all  his  own  family,  were  waiting 
for  hor  at  his  house.  A  hackney-coach  was  then  called,  and 
ve  proceeded  to  Snow  Hill. 

Mr.  Branghton'a  house  is  smaU  and  inconvenient ;  though 
his  shop,  which  takes  in  all  the  ground  floor,  is  large  and 
commodious.  1  believe  I  told  yon  beforti,  that  be  ia  " 
Bilver-Bmidi. 

We  were  oonduoted  up  two  pair  of  stairs  :  for  the  dining^ 

ow,  Mr.  Branghtoii  told  us,  wua  l«t,    R\ii  't-sa  damghten. 

SieiV  bi-other,  M.  Dn  Bois,  and  a  ^o\i.T*a  mrai,'™^™  ^Ma., 


They  hiid  -WRitetl  sonn:  time  for  Madame  Duval,  bnt  I  foni 
they  had  not.  any  eipectation  that  1  should  accompany  he 
and  the  young  ladies,  I  believe,  wero  rather  more  snrprised 
than  pleased  when  I  made  my  apppiirance  ;  for  they  seemed 
hurt  that  I  should  see  their  apartment.     Indeed,  I  would 
willingly  have  saved  them  that  paui,  had  it  been  in 
power. 

The  first  person  who  saw  me  was  M.  Du  Bois,  "  Ah, 
Jjiea  !  "  exclaimed  he,  "  voilu.  Mademoiselle  I " 

"Goodness,"    caied   young   Branghton,  "if  there 
Mias !  " 

"  Lord,  so  there  is  !  "  said  Misa  Polly  ;   "  well,  I'm  si 
should  never  luive  dreamed  of  Miss's  coming." 

"  Nor  I  neither,  I'm  sure,"  cried  Miss  Branghton, 
else  I  would  not  have  been  in  this  room  to  see  her : 
qnite  ashamed  about  it ;— only  not  thinking  of  seeing  any 
Ijody  but  my  aunt — however,  Tom,  it's  all  your  fault ;  ior, 
yon  know  very  well  I  wanted  to  borrow  Mr.  Smith'i 
only  yon  were  so  (fruiupy  you  would  not  let  me." 

"  Tjord,  wiiat  signifies  ?  "  said  the  brother ;  "  I  dare 
sworn  Miss  has  been  up  two  pair  of  stairs  before 
lia'n't  yon.  Miss  ?  " 

I  liegged  that  I  might  not  give  them  the  least  distnrhanee^ 
and  assured  them  that  I  had  not  any  choice  iii  re^rd  ttf 
what  room  we  sat  in. 

"  Well,"  said  Miss  Polly,  "  wlien  yon  come  next,  Miss, 
we'll  have  Mr.  Smith's  room  :  and  it's  a  very  pretty  one, 
and  only  up  one  pair  of  stairs,  and  uioely  fnruisbed,  and 
every  thing." 

"To  say  the  truth,"  said  Miss  Branghton, ''  I  thought  that 
my  cousin  would  not,  upon  any  account,  have  come  to  town 
in  the  summer-time ;  for  it's  not  at  all  ^efaeJdon ; — so, 
be  sure,  thinks  I,  she'll  stay  till  September,  when  the  plr 
honsos  open."' 

This  was  my  reception,  which  I  believe  you  will  not 
a  very  cofdial  one.     Madame  Duval,  who,  after  havii^' 
severely  i-epi'imanded  M.  Du  Boia  for  bis  negligence,  was 
jnst  entoiiug  upon  the  stoiy  of  lier  uiiafortunes,  now  wholly 


M 

™^-^^ 


ODgaged  the 

^A.i)D  Bo 

^Er,    i-epfi 


\-epeatedlj   lifting    np    his    eycR   avA  \iMi&ft,  *»^ 


esclatming,  "  0  del !  quel  harba/re  !  "  The  young  ladin 
gave  bar  the  moat  eamsBt  attention  ;  bat  their  brother,  ud 
the  yoTing  man,  kept  a  broad  grin  upon  their  faces  during 
the  whole  recital.  She  was,  however,  too  much  engaged 
to  oljseiTe  them ;  but,  when  she  mentioned  having  been 
tied  in  u,  ditch,  young  Branghton,  no  longer  able  to  con- 
tain, himself,  burst  into  a  loud  laugh,  declaring  that 
he  had  never  heard  any  thing  bo  fumny  in  his  life !  Hii 
laugh  was  hearfcUy  re-echoed  by  hie  friend ;  the  Miss  Brangh- 
tonB  could  not  reBiat  the  example  ;  and  poor  Mftdarofl 
DuvaJ,  to  her  extreme  amazement,  was  absolutely  over- 
powBi^d  and  stopped  by  the  violence  of  their  mirth. 

I"or  some  minutes  the  room  seemed  quite  in  an  nproar; 
the  rage  of  Madame  Dnval,  the  astoniahinent  of  M.  Du  BoJa, 
and  the  angry  interrogatories  of  Mr.  Branghton,  on  one 
side ;  the  convulBive  tittering  of  the  Bisters,  and  the  lond 
laughs  of  the  young  men,  on  the  other,  occasioned  such 
noise,  paasioa  and  confusion,  that  had  any  ore  stopped  u 
instant  on  the  Btairs,  he  must  have  concluded  himself  ij 
Bedlam.  At  lengih,  however,  the  father  brought  them  to 
order;  and,  half- laughing,  half -frightened,  they  made  Ms- 
dame  Duval  some  very  awkn'ard  apologies.  Butahe  would 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue  her  narrative,  till  thev 
had  protested  they  were  laughing  at  the  Captain,  and  nut 
at  her.  Appeased  by  thia,  she  resumed  her  story ;  which 
by  the  help  of  struffing  handkerchiefs  into  their  mouths,  tlje 
young  people  heard  with  tolerable  decency. 

Every  body  agreed,  that  the  ill-usage  the  Captain  had 
given  her  was  uctionable ;  and  Mr.  Bi'anghton  said,  he  was 
sure  she  might  recover  what  damages  she  pleased,  sincesbe 
had  been  put  in  fear  of  her  life. 

She  then,  with  great  delight,  declared,  that  she  wouldlose 
no  time  in  aatisfymg  her  revenge,  and  vowed  she  would  Twt 
be  contented  with  less  tiiau  half  his  fortune ;  "  For  thongh," 
she  said,  "  I  don't  put  no  value  upou  the  money,  becanBe, 
DieK  merei,  I  ha'ii't  no  want  of  it,  yet  I  don't  wish  for  no- 
thing so  much  as  to  punish  that  fellow ;  for,  I'm  Burei 
whatever'a  the  tiauee  of  it,  he  owes  me  a  great  >jrudg^ 
Hud  J  kaaw  no  more  what  it's  for  than  you  do ;  bat  ha'* 
lUwayB  heeu  doing  me  one  RpH«  or  u*\ier  «v«t  buyca^^ 
liim. "  ~ 


mn  ttHer  tea,  Uirs  Brarnghton  took  an  opportunity  tl 
'a  a,  whisper,  that  the  jouiij^  man  I  eorW  waa  a,  lovs 
of  her  sister's,  that  his  name  was  Brown,  and  that  he  was  a 
haberdasher:  with  many  other  particnlarH  of  hia  eironm- 
stances  tuid  family  ;  and  then  she  declared  her  titter  aversion 
to  the  thoughts  of  such  a.  match ;  bat  added,  that  her  sister 
had  no  niMiner  of  apirifc  or  ambition,  though,  for  her  part, 
sho  wonld  teu  times  rather  die  aa  old  maid,  than  marry 
any  person  but  a  gentleman.  "And,  for  that  matter," 
abided  she,  "I  believe  Polly  herself  don't  care  much  for 
him,  only  she's  in  such  a  hurry,  because,  I  suppose,  she's  a 
mind  to  he  man-ied  before  me;  however,  she's  very  wel- 
come; for,  I'm  sure,  I  don't  care  a  pin's  point  whether  I 
ever  mnrry  at  al)  ; — it's  ail  one  to  me." 

Some  time  after  this,  Miss  Polly  contrivod  to  tell  her 
atory.  She  assured  me,  with  much  tittering,  that  her  sister 
waa  in  a  great  fright  lest  she  should  be  married  Srst.  " 
1  make  her  believe  that  1  will,"  continued  she ;  "  for  I  loij 
dearly  to  plague  her  a  little ;  though,  I  declare,  I  don't  ii 
tend  to  have  Mr.  Brown  in  reality; — I'm  sure  I  don't  tilfl 

a  half  well  enough,— do  you.,  Miaa  ?  " 
||(*  It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  judg«  of  his  merits, 

B  I  am  entirely  a  stranger  tc  liim." 

"  Bat  what  do  you  think  of  him.  Miss  ?  " 

"  Why,  really,  I— I  don't  know." 

'•  But  do  yon  think  him  handsome  ?    Some  people  recta 

a  to  have  a  good  pretty  person ; — but  I'm  sm'e,  Cor 

i,  I  think  he's  monstrous  ugly  ; — don't  you,  Miss  ?  " 

o  judge, — but  ]  think  his  person  is  veiy — ■ 

h.  Feri/  well .' — Why,  pray  Miss,''  in  a  tone  of  veuti^ 
*at  faalt  can  you  find  with  it  ?  '' 
»0,  none  at  all!" 

J*  I'm  sure  you  must  be  very  ill-natured  if  yon  c 
T  there's  Biddy  says  she  thinks  nothing  of  him, — 1 
V  it's  all  out  of  spite.     Yon  mast  know.  Hiss,  it  n 
T  as  mad  as  can  be  that  1  should  have  a  lover  before  her  ; 
it  she's  so  prond  that  nobody  will  cuurt  her,  and.  t  (sftR-o. 
U  her  she'll  die  an  old  maid.     But  the  ft\\3i%  \a,  Ai.<^  ^^^i*- 
'cen  I'i  into  her  head  to  have  a  likiiig  tor  "ilb:.  ^'h^''^^''*^ 
pra  on  the  Brst  Soov ;    bnt,  Lord.  WW  novw  \i»Ne  ^»*-> 


for  he's  quite  a  iine  gentleman ;  and  besides,  Mr.  Bron 
heard  him  saj  one  day,  that  he'd  never  mariy  as  lung  u  ba 
liyed,  for  he'd  no  opinion  of  mfttriniony." 

"  And  did  yon  tell  ynnr  siafer  this  ?  " 

"  O,  to  be  sure,  I  told  her  directly  5  bntshe  did  not  mind 
me ;  however,  if  she  will  he  a  fool  she  must." 

This  extreme  want  of  affection  and  good-nature  Lnui-eawd 
the  distaste  I  already  felt  for  these  aoamiable  sisters ;  and 
a  confidence  so  entirely  unsolicited  and  nniiocessary,  mani- 
fested equally  their  folly  aud  their  wajit  of  decency.' 

I  was  very  glad  when  the  time  for  onr  departing  arrived- 
iii.  Braoghtcm  Raid  oar  lodgings  were  in.  Hulborn,  that  ne 
might  be  near  his  house,  atid  neighbonrly.  Ue  accompajued 
us  to  them  himself. 

Our  rooms  are  large, aud  not  inconvenient;  ourlandlorf 
IB  im  hosier.  I  am  sure  I  have  a  thousand  reasons  to  re- 
joice that  I  am  so  little  known  i  for  my  present  situation 
is,  in  every  respect,  very  unenvialjle ;  and  I  would  not,  for 
the  world,  be  seen  by  any  acquaintance  of  Mra.  Mirvan. 

ThtB  morning,  Madame  Dnvnl,  attended  by  all  the  Brangh- 
tons,  actually  went  to  a  Justice  in  the  ueiglibourhood,  to  re- 
port the  Captain's  ill  us^e  of  hsr.  I  bad  great  difficolt; 
in  eicnsing  myself  from  being  of  the  party,  which  woidd 
have  given  me  very  serious  concern.  Indeed,  I  vvae  ex- 
tifmcly  aniioua,  though  Rt  home,  till  I  heard  the  result  of 
the  application,  for  I  dread  to  think  of  the  uneasiness  -which 

'  The  Brrmghlam. — "  If  you  do  wll  Mrs,  Thrale,  won't  she  think  *1 
strange  wbero  I  ctm  liave  kept  cotnpuiiy,  to  describe  Bouhafunily  Hllx 
Brunelitons.  Mr.  lirown,  sod  sume  others  't  Indeed,  (thank  fieareiil) 
1  dou'l  Bijflelf  remember  ever  passing  hnlf-an-liour  nt  a  time  with  mj 
DM  pCTSuu  guiie  so  biul,"~-Miss  BtJEHKT  (0  Db.  BiinNr.r.  Jiiiy  35, 1778. 

"what  are  you  thinlting  of,  Sir  ?  why  do  you  get  up  before  the  dDtl 
ii  removed  ? — Running  aboul  in  the  middle  of  meala ,' — one  would  bIh 
you  for  a  Brang-litoii,  Sir  '.  " 

"A  BranghUin,  Sir?"  replied  Mr.  Bosvrell,  and  with  eaniBstiiSB> 
"  what  a  B  Brangliloa,  Sir  ? '' 

"  Where  hare  yon  lived,  Sir?"  i^ricil  Dr.  Johnsou,  biDg-hing,  "ud 
ivhat  company  have  jou  kept,  not  to  knuw  what  a  Branghton  ia  ?  " 

Mr,  BiiBweU  aaid  in  a  lov  Hine  K  Mra.  Thrale,  "  Pray,  ma'am,  wImA 

a  Branglilon  ?    Do  mo  the  favour  to  (ell  me  1    Is  it  some  aoimij  haN- 

ahaots  ?  " — AfKUOIRa  OP  Dr.  BdubBT. 

—  "  Barney  will  not  write  to  me,  anfl  -vBlnaa  w«  iwi  mttt«  "fcaa  '4  X 

"aeg  a  BTaaghtan." — Da.  JouV&ON  to  Wa».T;uft".is,  AytU  tt.^\\*. 


SDch  an  affair  would  occasion  the  nmiable  M]'k.  Mii 
Bnt,  forfcnnately,  Madame  Duval  has  received 
pnconragement  to  proceed  in  her  design ;  for  she  has 
informed,  that,  ae  she  neither  heard  the  voice,  nor  saw  tha 
face  of  the  person  anapected,  she  will  find  difficulty  to  cast 
him  upon  eonjuclMre,  and  will  have  but  little  prolmbility  of 
gaining  her  cajiGe,  nnless  sbe  can  procure  witnesses  of  the 
transaction.  Mr.  BraBghton,  therefore,  who  has  considered 
ail  the  utromnataucee  of  the  affair,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  law- 
suit will  not  only  be  expensive,  bnt  tedioua  and  hazaidouti, 
and  has  advised  against  it.  Madame  Duval,  though  very 
unwillingly,  has  Ebcqniesced  in  hia  decision ;  but  vowa,  that  if 
ever  she  is  bo  affronted  again,  she  will  be  revenged,  even  if 
she  mins  herself.  I  am  extremely  g!ad  that  this  ridiculous 
adventure  seems  now  likely  to  end  without  more  serioua 
coneequences. 

Adioa,  my  dearest  Sir.     Mj  direction  is  at  Mi\  Dawkin' 
'■       "      '  1  High  Hglboi-n. 


irva^^^H 
liti^^H 


LBTTKB  XU- 

KTKLINA  I'D   HISS    HIEVAN, 

AVE  no  words,  my  sweet  friend,  to  expreaa  the  thank- 
'  fnlnesg  I  feel  for  the  unbounded  kjndness  which  yoa, 
your  dear  mother,  and  the  much-honoured  Lady  Howard, 
have  shown  me  i  and  etill  less  can  I  find  langnage  to  teli 
yon  with  what  reluctance  I  parted  from  snch  dear  and 
generous  friends,  whose  goodness  reflects,  at  once,  bo  much 
honour  on  their  o^vn  hearts,  and  on  her  to  whom  it  has  been 
so  liberally  bestowed.  But  I  will  not  repeat  what  I  havo 
already  written  to  the  kind  Mrs,  Mirvun ;  I  will  remem- 
ber yonr  admonitions,  and  confine  to  my  own  breast  that 
gratitude  with  which  yon  have  filled  it,  and  teach  my  pen 
to  dwell  upon  Hiibjects  less  painful  to  my  generous  corre- 
spondent. 

t Maria/    London  now  set'ias  no  \oT)gct  &&  ij.w.^a.'; ^^^ 
7J(i/W/ enjoyed  8o  much  happmeas-,  CTeT-j  '(■^" 


aew  and  sti'imge  to  mv ;  even  the  town  itflelf  has  not  tha 
same  napect, — My  Bitoation  bo  altered  ! — my  home  so  difie- 
rent !— my  canipanious  so  changed  ! — But  you  well  kno'" 
my  avei'BenesB  to  this  joomey. 

Indeed,  to  me,  London  now  seema  a  desert :  that  gay  and 
busy  appearance  it  so  lately  wore,  m  now  saoceeded  by  & 
look  of  gloom,  fatigue,  and  lossitude ;  the  air  seems  stag- 
nant, the  heat  is  intense,  the  dust  intolerable,  and  the  in- 
habitants illiterate  imd  iinder-bred.  At  leaat,  such  is  the 
lace  of  things  in  the  pai-t  of  the  town  where   I  at  preseDt 

Tell  me,  my  dear  Mai'ia,  do  yon  never  retrace  in  your 
memory  the  time  we  passed  hei"e  wheu  tof^ther  f  to  mine 
it  recnrs  for  ever  1  And  yet  I  think  I  rather  recollect  a 
dream,  or  soma  visionary  fancy,  than  a  reality. — Thnt  1 
ehould  ever  have  been  known,  to  Lord  Orville, — that  I 
should  have  spoken  to — have  danced  with  him, — seejuB 
uow  a  rotnajitic  illusion :  and  that  elegant  potitenoss,  thati 
flattering  attention,  that  high-brod  delicacy,  which  so  tmnAi 
distinguished  him  above  all  other  men,  and  which  stmck 
ua  with  such  admiration,  I  now  retrace  the  romembittfiOB 
of  rather  as  belonging  to  an  object  of  ideal  perfection, 
formed  by  my  own  imagination,  than  to  a  being  of  the 
same  race  and  natni'e  as  those  with  whom  I  at  present  con- 

I  have  BO  news  for  yon,  my  dear  Miss  Mii'van  ;  for  nil 
that  I  could  venture  to  say  of  Madame  Duval  I  have  alrea<|y 
written  to  your  sweet  mother ;  and  as  to  adventures,  I  have 
jtOBG  to  record.  Situated  as  I  now  am,  I  heartily  hope  J 
shall  not  meet  with  any;  my  wish  ia  to  remain  qniet  iiiiti 
unnoticed. 

Adieu  !  Bjtcnse  the  gravity  of  this  letter ;  and  believe  me, 
your  most  sincerely 

AfiectiouatJj  and  obliged 

EVULINI  Anvilui 


LETTli;R  XLn. 

■  TKLlNi    TO    TEE    BBV.    MR.     TILLARH. 

Holborii,  June  9. 

YESTERDAY  morning  we  received  an  invitation  to  dina 
and  spend  the   day  at  Mr.  Brangliton's;  aud  M.  Dn 
BoLB,  wlio  vias  Also  invittid,  called  to  conduct 
HiU. 

fonng  Braaghton  i-eceived  ns  at  the  door ;  and  the  fii 
words  he  gpoke  were,  "  Do  yon  know,  aisters  a'n't  drei 
jet." 

Then,  hurrying  ua  into  the  house,  he  eaid  tc 
Miss,  you  shall  go  up  etairs  and  catoh  'em, — I   dare 
they're  &t  the  glass.'' 

tfie  would  have  taken  uiy  hand ;  bnt  1  declined  this 
ijlity,  and  begged  to  follow  Madame  Duv^al. 
3Ur,  Branghton  then  appeared,  and  led  t.he  way  himself. 
e  went,  as  before,  up  two  pair  of  stws ;  but  the  moment 
the  father  opened  the  door,  the  danghters  both  gave  a  loud 
Hi^ream.  VVc  nil  stopped  ;  and  then  Mise  Branghton  called 
oat|  "  Lord,  I'apa,  what  do  yon  bi-ing  the  company  up  here 
for  ?  why,  Polly  and  j    '■■■■■  • 


'n't  half  dressed.'' 


"  More  shame  for  you,"  answered  ho ;  "  here's  your  aui 


and  coui^in,  and  M.  Du  Bois,  all  waiting, 
to  take  them  to." 

""Wlio'd  have  thought  of  theii'  coming 

ire  for  my  part  I  thought  Miss  was  used  to 
jng  but  quality  hours." 

"Why,  I  flha'n't  be  ready  this  half-houi'  yet,"  said  Miat 
Folly ;  "  can't  they  Htay  in  the  shop  till  we're  dressed  P  " 

Mr.  Uranghton  was  very  angry,  and  scolded  them  violently : 
however,  we  were  obliged  to  descend,  and  stools  were  pro- 
cured for  OB  in  the  shop,  where  we  found  the  brother,  who 
was  highly  delighted,  he  said,  that  hia  aistera  had  been 
catchcd ;  and  he  thought  proper  to  entertain  me  with  a  long 
account  of  their  tedionaness,  and  the  many  <\ViKrtft\& 'Aisf^ 


.  at  length,  t.beso  Jadie 


e  uqii\^\rtiA  V 


faction,  they  made  their  appearance ;  but  before  any  conrw- 
sation  was  suffered  to  pass  between  them  and  ns,  they  iui 
a,  long  and  most  disagreeable  dialogue  with  their  fatWi  *• 
whose  reprimands,  though  so  justly  incurred,  they  replied 
with  the  ntmost  pertneas,  while  their  brother  all  the  tiiM 
laughed  aloud. 

The  moment  they  perceived  this,  they  were  so  much  pro- 
voked, that,  instead  of  mating  imy  apologies  to  Maclante 
Duval,  they  next  be^n  a  quarrel  with  him.  "  Tom,  wliat 
do  you  laugh  for  ?  1  wonder  what  business  jou  have  to  Ik 
always  a  laughing  when  Papa  scolds  us  ?  " 

"  Then  what  bnBineSB  have  yen  to  be  such  a  while  gettiig 
on  youi'  clothes  ?  Tou're  never  ready,  yon  know  wufl 
enough," 

"  Lord,  Sir,  I  wonder  what's  that  to  yon  !  I  wiah  yon'd 
mind  youi"  own  affairs,  and  not  trouble  yourself  about  onrfl. 
How  should  it  Loy  like  yon  know  any  thing  ?  " 

"A boy,  indeed  !  not  such  a  hoy,  neither:  I'll  wartint 
you'll  be  glad  to  be  as  \-oung  wlien  you  come  to  be  old 
maids." 

This  sort  of  dialogue  we  were  amused  with  till  dinuei 
was  ready,  when  wo  again  mounted  up  two  pair  of  stafrs. 

In  our  way,  Miss  Polly  told  me  that  her  sister  had  aaked 
Mr.  Smith  for  his  room  to  dine  in,  hut  he  had  refused  to 
lend  it;  "beuauee, "  she  said,  "one  day  it  happened  to  bc» 
little  greased :  however,  we  shall  have  it  to  drink  tea  in, 
and  then,  perhaps,  yon  may  see  him ;  and  T  iusbutg  you  he's 
quite  like  one  of  the  quabty,  and  dresses  as  hne,  and  goei 
to  balls  and  dances,  and  every  thing,  qnite  in  taste ;  and 
besides.  Miss,  he  keeps  a  foot-hoy  of  his  own  too." 

The  dinner  was  ill-served,  iU-cooked,  and  ill-m»n^ed. 
The  maid  who  waited  had  so  often  to  go  down  stairs  tut 
something  that  was  forgotten,  that  the  Branghtons  woW 
perpetually  obliged  to  rise  from  table  themselves,  to  get 
plates,  knives  and  forks,  bread  or  beer.  Had  they  been 
nitliont  yrefeiwioTM,  all  this  would  have  seemed  of  no  oon- 
eequence  ;  but  they  aimed  at  appearing  to  advant^e,  and 
even  fancied  they  succeeded.  However,  the  most  disagreeabla 
^lart  of  our  fare  was  that  the  whole  family  continiMJly  dia- 
pnted  wbone  turn  it  waa  to  vise,  b-hA  ■n\ioBe  to  \»  ' 
to  sri  still. 


.mnaUy  dm- 


,  Bran^bton,  and,  in  broken  English,  M.  Du  Bois, 
iming  the  French  nation  :  and  Miss  Polly,  then  addreas- 
ig  herself  to  me,  said  "  Don't  you  think,  Hias,  it's  very 
all  sitting  up  ataii's  here  ?  we'd  bettev  go  down  to  shop, 
id  then  we  shall  see  the  people  go  by." 

"  Lord,  Poll,"  said  the  brother,  "  yoa're  always  wanting 
I  be  stai'ing  and  gaping  ;  imd  I'm  enre  you  needn't  be  so 
ind  of  showing  youi'self,  for  you're  ngly  enough  to  frighten 

horse." 

"  l^glyi  indeed  I  I  wonder  which  is  best,  yon  or  me.  Bnt, 
tell  yon  what,  Tom,  you've  no  need  to  give  yourself  sncb 
i  for,  if  you  do,  I'll  tell  Miss  of — yon  ' 
ares  if  yoa  do  ?  you  may  tell  ' 

[ndeed,"  cried  I, "  I  do  not  desire  to  hear  iiny  secreta." 
O,  bat  I'm  resolved  I'll  tell  you,  because  Tom's 

Ton  mnst  know,  Miss,  t'other  night ' 

Foil,"  cried  the  brother,  "  if  yon  tell  of  that,  Miss  sbi 
r  aU  about  your  meeting  yonng  Brown, — yoi 
1 1 — So  I'll  be  quitE  with  yon  one  way  or  other. 
IBS  PoUy  colou3-cd,  and  again  proposed  our  going  doi 
a  till  Mr.  Smith's  I'oom  was  i-eady  for  our  reception. 
re,  BO  we  will,"  said  Miss  Branghton;   "I'll  assure  yi 
I,  we  have  some  very  genteel  people  pass  by  om-  sht 
fttimes.      Polly  and  I  always  tjo  and  sit  there  when  we'i 
u'selves." 

ilias,"  cried  tiie  brother,  "  they  do  nothing  else  all 
long,  when  father  don't  scold  them.  Bnt  the  best  fun 
}ien  they've  got  all  theii'  dirty  things  on,  and  all  their 
AboDt  their  ears,  sometimes  I  send  young  Brown  up 
8  to  them  :  and  tlieu  there's  snch  a  fuss  ! — There,  they 
themselves,  and  run  away,  and  squeal  and  squall,  lil^ 
thing  mad :  and  so  then  I  puts  the  two  cats  into  the 
f  and  I  gives  them  a  good  whipping,  and  so  that  sets 
t  a  squalling  too  ;  so  there's  such  a  noise  and  such  an 
tr! — Lord,  you  can't  think.  Miss,  what  tun  it  is !  " 
IB  occasioned  a  fresh  quan'el  with  the  aiatftTB",  *A.  'Aia 
i  which,  it  froB  at  length  decided  t'ha.t 


^cwA  1^^^ 


In  oar  way  down  stairs,  Miss  Branghtoo  said  aloud,  "1 
wonder  when  Mr.  Smitli's  room  will  be  ready." 

"  So  do  I,"  answered  Polly ;  "  I'm  sure  we  ehoiild  not  & 
any  harm  to  it  now." 

This  hint  had  not  the  desired  effect ;  for  we  were  snIFewd 
to  proceed  very  qaietly. 

Aa  we  entered  the  ahop,  I  observed  ayonng  r 
monming  leaning  against  the  waU,  with  his  arms  folded, 
and  his  eyea  fixed  on  the  ground,  apparently  in  profound 
and  melancholy  medit;ition ;  bnt  the  moment  he  peroeiveit 
ns,  he  started,  and,  making  a  passing  bow,  very  abruptly 
retired.  As  I  found  he  was  permitted  to  go  qnite  unnoticed, 
I  conld  not  forbear  enq^niring  who  he  was, 

"Lord!"  answered  MisB  Branghton,  "he's  nothing  but 
a  poor  Scotch  poet." 

"For  my  part,"  said  Miss  Polly,  "1  lielieve  he's  jurt 
starTed,  for  I  don't  find  he  haa  any  thing  to  live  upon." 

"  Live  npon  !  "  cried  the  brother ;  "  why,  he's  a  poet,  yoB 
know,  so  he  may  live  npon  learning." 

"  Aye,  and  good  enough  for  him,  too,"  said  Misa  Brangh- 
ton ;  "  for  he's  as  proud  as  he's  poor." 

"  Like  enough,"  rephed  the  brother ;  "  but,  for  all  that, 
yon  won't  find  he  wiU  hve  without  meat  and  drink  :  no,  no, 
catch  a  Scotchman  at  that  if  you  can  !  why,  they  oiily  conM 
here  for  what  they  uan  get." 

"Pm  sure,"  said  Miss  Branghton,  "I  wonder  Papallbe 
such  a  fool  aa  to  let  him  stay  in  the  house,  for  I  dare  saj 
he'll  never  pay  for  his  lodgiug." 

"Why,  noniore  he  would,  if  he  conld  get  another  lodger, 
yoa  know  the  bill  Laa  been  put  up  this  fortnight.  Miss,  if 
yon  ahould  hear  of  a  person  that  want*  a  room,  1  assure  TOO 
it  ia  a  veiy  good  one,  for  all  it's  np  three  pair  of  stairs.  ' 

I  answered,  that  as  I  had  no  acquaintance  in  London,  1 
had  not  any  chance  of  assisting  them :  but  both  my  com- 

ision  and  my  curiosity  were  excited  for  this  poor  young 

.n;  and  I  asked  ttem  some  fm-ther  particulars  concerninjl 

'J'Uey  then  acqnaiuted  mo,  that  they  had  only  known  hilM 
three  months,     When  he  first  lodged  with  them,  he  ' 

to  bnard  alao ;  but  had  \a.te\7  to\ft  t^iem  Ve  ^ooli 
•■hiiiieeH,  tliongh  they  all  beUevei\ie\\a.i\iaa:S.-3  w 


,  he  agnedfl 


Bel  of  meat  since  he  left  their  table.     They  said,  that  I 
d  always  appeai-ed  very  low-spirited ;  but  fur  the  last  I 
b  he  had  been  d^lhr  tlian  ever ;  and,  all  of  a  sadden,  I 
1  put  himself  into  monrning,  though  they  kuexv  not  1 
or  for  what ;  but,  they  eupposod  it  was  only  for  I 
,  as  no  person  had  ever  been  Lo  see  or  enquire  I 
«  his  residence  amongst  them :  and  they  n 
e  was  Tery  poor,  as  he  had  not  paid  for  his  lodgings  I 
it  three  weeks  ;  and,  finally,  they  concluded  he  w 
K  or  elau  half-cmxy,  becanse  tliey  had,  at  different  times,  1 
kI  scraps  of  poetry  in  bis  room. 

^y  then  produced  some  nnfinisjied  verses,  written  o 
ifi  pieces  of  paper,  nnconnected,  and  of  a  most  melan-1 
'  r  oast.     Among  (hem  was  the  fragment  of  an  ode,] 
h,  at  my  reqneafc,  they  lent  me  to  copy ;  and  as  yon  4 
kperhapH  UVe  to  see  it,  I  will  write  it  now. 

O  LIFE  !  thou  lingering  dream  of  grief,  of  pain,  I 
And  evety  ill  that  Nature  can  sustain. 

Strange,  mutable,  and  wild  ! 
Now  flattering  with  Hope  most  fair. 
Depressing  now  witli  fell  Despaij-, 

The  nurse  of  Guilt,  the  slave  of  Pride, 

That,  like  a  wayward  child, 
Who,  to  himself  a  foe. 
Sees  joy  alone  in  what's  denied, 
In  what  is  granted,  woe  1 
0  thon  poor,  feeble,  fleeting  pow'r. 
By  Vice  scduc'd,  by  Folly  woo'd, 
By  MisVy,  Shame,  Remorae,  pursu'd  ; 
And  as  tliy  toilsome  steps  pi'oceed, 
Seeming  to  Youth  the  fau'est  flow'i-, 
Proving  to  Age  the  rankest  weed, 

A  gilded  bat  a  hitter  pill, 
Of  varied,  gi-eat,  and  compUcated  ill  1 

e  lines   ai'e  liaitih,   but   they    indicate   an    internal         " 
iednesB,  which  I  own,  affects  me.     Surely  this  young 
pinst  be  involved  in  misfortaneH  o£  no  ccfmiawiTateBtsi 
f_caaaat  iaaagiae  what  can  indnce  ^nm.  \o  temsmi.  -"trSo. 
nfeelmg  familf,  where  he  iB.moBtun.wot^jQ^li^'^'S**"* 


for  being  poor,  and  most  illiberally  detested  for  bem|E  > 
Bcotchm&n.  He  maj,  indeed,  kave  motiTes,  which  he  oanaot 
surmount,  for  submitting  to  auL'li  a  situation,  WhatevBT 
they  are,  1  moat  Leartily  pity  him,  and  cannot  bnt  wish  it 
were  in  my  power  to  afford  him  some  relief. 

During  this  conversation,  Mr.  Smith's  foot-boy  oame  to 
Miss  Branghton,  and  informed  ker,  that  his  raastep  aai'd  she 
might  have  the  room  now  when  she  liked  it,  for  that  he  was 
presently  going  ont. 

This  rery  genteel  mefisage,  though  it  perfectly  satisfied 
the  Miss  Branghtons,  by  no  meana  added  to  my  desire  of 
being  introdnced  to  this  gentleman  ;  and  upon  ^eir  Tisiog, 
with  intention  to  accept  hia  offer,  I  begged  they  wottld  excnso 
my  attending  them,  and  said  1  would  sit  with  Madame 
Duval  till  the  tea  was  ready. 

I  therefore  once  more  went  np  two  pair  of  stairs  with  young 
Branghton,  who  inBisted  upon  accompanying  me ;  and  there 
we  remained  till  Mr,  Smith's  foot-boy  aummoned  as  to  ten, 
when,  I  followed  Madame  Dnval  into  the  dining-i'oom. 

The  Miss  Branghtona  were  seated  at  one  window,  »n6 
Mr.  Smith  wna  lolling  indolently  out  of  the  other.  Thej 
nH  approached  ua  at  our  entrance ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  pro- 
bably to  ahow  he  waH  master  of  the  apartment,  most  offi- 
ciously handed  me  to  a  great  chair  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
room,  without  taking  any  notice  of  Madame  DuvaJ,  till  I 
rose  and  offered  her  my  own  seat. 

Leaving  the  rest  of  the  company  to  entertain  themselyee, 
he  very  abruptly  began  to  address  himself  to  me,  in  ti  style 
of  gallantry  equally  new  and  disagreeable  to  me.  It  ii 
true,  no  man  can  possibly  pay  me  greater  compliraentK,  nr 
make  more  fine  speeches,  than  Sir  Clement  Willoaghbjt 
yet  his  language,  though  (oo  flowery,  is  always  that  ot  » 
gentleman  ;  and  bis  address  and  manners  are  so  veij 
superior  to  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  house,  that,  to 
make  any  comparison  between  him  nnd  Mr.  Smith,  would 
be  extremely  unjust.  This  latter  seems  very  desirous  nf 
appearing  a  man  of  gaiety  and  spirit  j  bnt  his  vivacity  is 
BO  low-bred,  and  his  whole  behaviour  so  forward  and  die- 
affreeahie,  that  I  should  prefer  the  company  of  ehMttt 
itself,  even  as  that,  goddess  is  desevftic&Xi'j  "Sd^,  \n  V\\at(rf 
ibis ^rr''^htly  joa.n^  man. 


miMlo  many  apnlugies  thab  he  !iad  not  lent  h 
t  oar  dinner,  wliich  he  said,  he  should  certainly  hiM 
Seme,  had  he  seen  me  first :  and  he  n»Bcireil  me,  that  n ' 
I  came  a^in,  lie  shonld  be  very  glad  to  oblige  mo, 

I  told  liim,  and  with  ainaerity,  that  every  part  of  th* 
house  was  equally  indifferent  it 

"  Why,  Ma'am,  the  truth  is.  Miss  Biddy  and  PoUy  take 
no  Pare  of  any  thing ;  else,  I'm  sure,  they  afionld  be  alwnys 
[velcometo  my  room  ;  for  I'm  never  so  happy  as  in  obliging 
he  ladies, — that's  my  chnraoter,  Ma'ami^but,  really,  1' 
ast  time  they  hail  it,  every  thing  was  maite  ao  greasy  a 
10  nasty,  that,  upon  my  word,  to  ii  man  who  wishes  i 
lavB  things  a  little  genteel,  it  was  quite  nmol.  Now,  i 
o  yon,  Ma'am,  it's  quite  another  thing,  for  I  shoald  i 
n.ind  if  every  thing  1  had  was  epoilt,  for  the  snkc  of  having 
he  pleasure  to  oblige  you ;  and  I  assure  yon,  Ma'am,  it 
nakes  me  quite  happy  that  I  hnvc  n.  room  gond  onongh  t 
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I  elegant  speech  waa  followed  by  many  othere,  1 
anth  in  the  same  style,  that  to   write  them  would  t 
iiperfluous ;    and  as  he  did  not  allow  me  a  moment  ( 
ipeak  to  any  othci'  person,  the  rest  of  the  evening  n 
limed  in  a  painful  attention  to  this  irksome  young  man, 
■vlio  seemed  to  intend  appearing  before  me  to  the  utmost 
id  vantage. 

Adieu,  ray  dear  Sir.      I   fear  you  will  be  aick  of  readin 
ibont  this  family  ;  yet  1  must  wiite  of  them,  or  not  of  a 
'k  with  no  other.     Happy  shall  I  be  whe"  [  qui 
md  again  rotnrn  to  Berry  Hill, 


LETTER   XLIII. 


a  COKTINTJAl'lON. 

Jwte  lOtk. 

HS  mOrnitigMr,  Smith  called,  tm purpose,  he  sard,  to 
pfier  nie  a  ticket  for  the  iiust  H-MwY^^ieraA.  wi«»«iMvs,, 
^  'iked  liiai,  bat  deaii'ed  lo  be  oxcai-BbA.  vwitwsitoi'j,  vHi'.'wk 
i  ndt,  ioivever,  be  denied,  nor    vnawivciii*,  «-m^i  ^"^^  *■ 


p 


both  vehement  and  free,  preBsed  and  argsd  hU 
offer,  till  1  was  wearied  to  death :  hut,  when  he  foand  ms 
resolute,  he  seemed  thnndera truck  with  amazement,  an^ 
thought  proper  to  dtsire  1  would  tell  liini  mj  rraiBons, 

Obvious  as  they  must  wurety  have  been  to  any  utJiw 
person,  they  were  auuli  as  I  knew  not  how  to  repeat  to 
him;  and,  when  he  found  I  hesitated,  he  said,  "  In  deed 
Ma'am,  you.  ai'e  too  modest;  I  assure  you  the  ticket  is 
quito  at  your  service,  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  danoe 
with  you :   bo  pray  don't  be  so  coy." 

"Indeed,  Sir,"  returned  I,  "you  are  mistaken;  I  neyei 
Bnpposed  yon  would  offer  a  ticket  without  wishing  it  should 
he  accepted;  but  it  would  answer  no  purpose  to  mention 
the  reasons  which  make  mo  decline  it,  since  they  cannot 
poBsibly  be  removed." 

This  speech  seemed  very  much  to  mortify  him ;  which 
I  could  not  be  concerned  at,  as  I  did  not  choose  to  bo 
treated  by  him  with  so  mucli  freedom.  When  he  was,  nt 
)^t,  convinced  that  his  application  to  me  was  ineffectnal, 
.le  addressed  himself  to  Madame  Dnval,  and  bogged  sbd 
would  interfere  in  his  favonr ;  offering  at  the  same  time  to 
procure  another  ticket  for  herself. 

"Jtfa/oi,  Sir,"  answered  she,  angrily,  "yon  might  n 
well  have  hiid  the  complaisance  to  ask  me  before;  fori  I 
asBnre  yon,  1  don't  approve  of  no  such  rudeness  :  howeTcr, 
yon  may  keep  your  tickets  to  yonrself,  for  we  don't  wsai 

This  rebuke  almost  overset  him;  he  made  many  apoiones, 
and  said  that  he  should  certainly  have  first  applied  to  her, 
but  that  he  had  no  notion  the  young  lady  would  have  re- 
fused him,  and,  on  the  contrary,  had  concluded  that  ab» 
would  have  assisted  him  to  persuade  Madame  Duval  herselL 

This  excuse  appeased  her;  and  he  pleaded  his  cause  bO 
successfully,  that,  to  my  great  chagrin,  he  gained  it,  and 
Ma^ime  Duv^  promised  that  Bhe  would  go  herself,  and 
take  me  to  the  Hampst«ad  assembly  whenever  he  pleased. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  approaching  me  witli  an  air  of  trinmpbi 
said,  "  WeU,  Ma'am,  now  I  think  you  can't  possibly  keop 
to  your  denial," 

/  made  no  answer ;  and  bt  aootv  ^ok  Vcwie,  tho'  not  til! 
Ae  had  eo  wonderfnlly  gained  tVe  ia,\oa.v  cA"W,aABsn,'i\iw4. 


that  she  declared,  when  he  was  gone,  he  wna  the  prettieat 
young  man  she  had  seen  sini^e  she  came  to  England. 

Ah  soon  aa  I  could  find  an  opportunity,  I  Tentared,  in 
the  most  humble  manner,  to  intrcR.t  Madtune  Duval  would 
not  insist  upon  my  attendinf;  her  to  this  halt ;  and  repre- 
sented to  her,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  the  impropnety  oE  my 
uocepting  any  present  from  ii  yonng  man  bo  entirely  un- 
known to  me  :  but  she  langtiert  at  toy  scmples ;  called  me 
%  foolish,  ignorant  eunnlry-gir! ;  and  said  she  should  make 
it  her  husiness  to  teach  me  Momething  of  the  world. 

This  hall  ia  to  be  next  week.  I  am  sni-e  it  is  not  moro 
mproper  for,  than  unpleiisant  to  me,  and  i  will  ase  eyery 
x)B8ible  endeavour  to  avoid  it.  Perhaps  I  may  apply  to 
y!isa  Eranghton  for  advice,  aa  1  believe  she  will  be  *iUiii 
x>  assist  me,  from  disliking,  equally  with  myself,  that 
ihonld  dance  with  Mr.  Smith. 

June  lllh 

O,  my  dear  Sir  !  I  have  been  shocked  to  death ;  and  yet 
i,t  the  same  time  delighted  beyond  expreaaion,  in  the  hope 
:hat  I  have  liappily  been  the  inatniment  of  saving  a  human 
:^reature  from  destruction. 

This  morning  Madame  Duval  said  she  would  invite  the 
Branghton  family  to  return  our  visit  to-morrow;  and,  not 
choosing  to  riso  herself, — for  ehe  generally  spends  the 
moi'ning  in  bed, — she  desired  me  to  wait  upon  them  with 
her  message.  M.  Du  Boia,  who  juat  tlien  called,  insisted 
upon  attending  me. 

Mr.  Branghton  was  in.  the  shop,  and  told  us  that  hia  son 
and  daughter  were  out ;  but  desired  me  to  step  up  stairs, 
as  he  very  soon  expected  them  home.  This  I  did,  leaving 
M.  Du  Bois  below.  I  went  into  the  room  whexe  we  had 
dined  the  day  before  ;  and,  by  a  wonderful  cJiance,  I  hap- 
pened 80  to  seat  myself,  that  I  had  a  view  of  the  stai 
and  yet  could  not  be  seen  from  them. 

In  about  ten  minutes  time,  I  aaw,  passing  by  the  dooi 
with  a  look  perturbed  and  affrighted,  the  same  young 
I  mentioned  in  my  last  letter.     Not  heeding,  aa  I  snp_ 
bow  he  went,  in  turning  the  comer  of  tbe  sIshr,  V«v«^' 

Ew  and  winding,  his  foot  Klipped  ti,t\4  Vo  \^  "■. 
(  instantly  rimng,   I  plainly  perceweA.  t\i.e  e'v^^ 


T  was  inexpressibly  shocked.     All  tliat  I  had  lieuddl 
his  misery  occurring  to  my  memory,  made  me  ooncbde 
that  he  was,  at  that  very  moment,   meditating  saicide!    I 
Strack  with  the  dreadfnl  idea,  all  my  strength  seemed  to    | 
fail  me.    He  moved  on  alowly,  yet  I  soon  lost  sight  of  him; 
I  Bat  motionless  with  terror ;   all  power  of  action  foraoot 
me ;  and  T  graw  almost  stiff  with  hoiTor ;  till  recollectui|; 
that  it  was  yet  possible  to  prevent  the  fatal  deed,  all  MJ 
faculties  seemed  to  return,  with  the  hope  of  saving  him. 

My  first  thought  was  to  fly  to  Mr.  Branghton;  bnti 
feared,  that  an  instant  of  time  lost  might  tov  ever  be  roedi 
and,  therefore,  ^ided  by  the  impulse  of  my  apprehensioiu, 
as  well  Bs  T  was  able  I  followed  him  up  stairs,  Bteppiag 
very  softly,  and  obliged  to  support  myself  by  the  baniiutcM. 

When  I  came  within  a  few  stairs  (rf  the  landing-place  I 
stopped ;  for  1  could  then  see  into  his  room,  as  he  had  mI 
yet  shut  thn  door.  ] 

He  had  put  the  pistol  iipon  a  table,  and  had  his  hand  i" 
his  pocket,  whence,  in  a  few  mnm.ents,  he  took  ont  aitoiliOTi 
he  then  emptied  something  on  the  tabiefi'om  ii  small  leatlwf 
bag ;  aftor  which,  taking  up  both  the  pistols,  one  in  each 
hand,  he  dropt  hastily  upon  his  kneea,  and  called  out,  "0| 
God  1 — forgive  me ! " 

In  a  moment  strength  and  courage  seemed  lent  to  me  ■> 
by  inspiration :  I  started,  and  rushing  precipitately  oiln 
the  room,  just  caught  his  ai-m,  and  then,  overcome  by  BJJ 
own  fears,  X  fell  down  at  his  side  breathless  and  senseleM 
Myrecovery,  however,  was,  I  believe,  almost  instanlanooWl 
and  then  the  sight  of  this  anhappy  man,  regarding  t» 
with  a  look  of  unutterable  astonishmeni^' mixed  with  cOB- 
cem,  presently  reatoi-ed  to  me  my  recollection.  I  awaei 
though  with  difficulty;  he  did  the  same;  the  pistols,  B8  I 
soon  saw,  were  both  on  the  floor, 

Unwilling  to  leave  them,  and,  indeed,  too  weak  to  mov* 
I  least  one  hand  on  the  table,  and  then  stood  perfetitb 
still ;  while  he,  bis  eyes  cast  wildly  towards  me,  eeemea 
too  inflnitelj''  amazed  to  be  capable  of  either  speeoli  ff 
action. 
I  hrlwvv  we  were  Bome  mmuVefi  iii  ^\"*  « 


O;  but,  as  my  sirength.  returned,  I  felt  myself  both 
med  and  awkward,  and  mored  towards  the  door.    Pale 
I' motion leBs,  he  sutfered  me  to  pass,  withont  changii 
WBtnre,  or  uttering  a  sjllidile ;  and,  indeed, 

lie  luok'd  a  hlmdless  im&gs  of  despnir. — Poi'i 

Wilton  1  rtacliL'd  the  door,  I  turned  niund;  I  looked 
3ai'fnlly  at  the  pistols,  and,  impelled  hy  an  emotion  I  conid 
lOb  repress,  I  hastily  stepped  back,  with  an  intention  of 
dying  them  away  :  bnt  their  wretched  owner,  perceiving 
bdeGign,  and  recovering  from  his  astonishment,  darting 
nnenly  down,  seized  them  both  himself. 
Bild  with  flight,  and  scarce  knowing  what  I  did,  I 
ffhi,  aknost  involuntarily,  hold  of  both  his  armu,  and 
.  "  0,  Sir  !  have  mercy  on  yourself !  " 
e  guilty  piptola  fell  from  his  hands,  wliich,  disengaging 

me,  he  fervently  clasped, 

I  this  thy  angel  ?" 

Encouraged  by  such  gentleness,  1  agaii 
he  pistols  [  but,  with  a  look  half  frantic,  he  again  prevent 
^  sfiying,  "  What  would  you  do  ?  " 
?  Awaken  yon,"  I  cried,  with  a  courage  I  uow 
i  worthier  thonghtfl,  and  rescue  you  fi-om  per 

'     '    '  e  pistols;  he  said  not  a  word, . 

~I  glided  quick  by  him,  and  totterea 


Dtb 

:ed^n 


tnd  cried,  "  Sweet  Heaven 


tie  pistoia  i 

i,  saying, 
'Awaken 
I  worthie 
.then  sei 
effort  to 


E'then  seized  t 
reffort  t< 
own  Btain 


had  recovered  from  the  estremest  omftEe- 


1 


The  moment  I  reached  again  the  room  I  had  so  fearfully 
eft,  I  threw  away  the  pistols,  and  flinging  myself  on  tiift] 
rat  chair,  gave  free  vent  to  the  feelings  I  had  most  pain 
ally  stifled,  in  a   violent    burst  of    tears,  which,  iudeedjl 
roved  a  happy  relief  to  me. 

1  this  Bituation  I  remained  some  time ;  but  when,  : 
.,  I  lifted  up  my  head,  the  first  object  I  saw  wag  the 
1  who  had  occasioned  my  tfirror,  standing, 
|fied|  at  the  door,  o'-d  gazing  at  me  with  eyes  of  « 


ted  from  the  chair;  bnt  trtiahled  so  excessivel; 
I  almost  instantly  sank  again  into  it.    lie  ftwn\,'Oiw 
aitib  advancing,  and,  in  afanltermg  vo\CB,e«.\i,,  "^ 
mr  whatever  you  mv,  relieve  me,  1  piw'S  ^a^>  ^'^"''^ 


bhe 


suspense  under  which  my  soul  labours — and  telln 
r  do  not  dream  f  " 

To  ibis  address,  so  singular,  and  so  solemn,  I  liadnoiSJ 
the  presence  of  mind  to  frame  any  answer ;  but  as  I  pre- 
Honfcly  perceived  thnt  his  eyea  turned  from  me  (o  the  pistolSp 
and  that  he  seemed  to  int«nd  regaining  them,  I  exerted  all 
ray  strength,  and  saying,  "  0,  for  Heaven's  sake  forbew!" 
X  rose  and  took  them  myself. 

"  Do  my  senses  deceive  me !  "  ci-iod  he,  "  do  I  live — ?  anit 

As  he  spoke  he  advanced  towards  mo ;  and  I,  sbill  guard* 
ing  the  pistols,  retreatetl,  saying,  "  No,  no — you  nauat  not- 
must  nob  have  them  !  " 

"Why — for  what  purpose,  tell  mel^doyoii  witUiolJ 
them  ?  "— 

"  To  give  you  time  to  thmL ;— to  save  you  from  eternal 
misery ;— and,  I  hope,  to  reserve  you  for  mercy  and  foi* 


"  Wonderful !  "  cried  lie,  with  uplifted  hands  and  eyes, 
"  most  wonderful  I  " 

Pot  some  time  ho  seemed  wrapped  in  deep  thought,  till 
a,  sudden  noise  of  tongues  liplow  announcing  the  approaol 
of  the  Bmnghtona,  made  him  start   from  hia   reverie  i  Iw 

sprung  hastily  forward, —  dropt  on   one  knee,- <Minglit 

hold  o£  my  gown,  whiiih  he  pressed  to  his  lipa  ;  .ind  theiii 
quick  as  lightning,  he  rose,  and  flew  up  stairs  to  his  own 

There  was  something  in  the  whole  of  this  extraordiiiarj 
and  shocking  adventnre,  really  too  affecting  to  be  borno; 
and  BO  entirely  had  I  spent  my  aplrits,  and  eTdiausted  taj 
courage,  that  before  the  Brangbtons  reached  me,  I  had  soi^ 
on  the  ground  without  sense  or  motion. 

I  beheve  I  must  have  been  a  very  horrid  sight  to  them 
m  their  entrance  into  the  room;  for  to  till  appearance,  1 
seemed  to  have  suffered  a  violent  death,  either  by  my  oira 
Tashness,  or  the  cruelty  of  some  murderer,  as  the  pistoll 
had  fallen  close  by  my  side. 

How  soon  I  recovered  I  know  not ;  but,  probably  I  wal 
more  indebted  to  the  loudness  of  their  cries  than  to  tiuft 
/issistance;  tor  they  iJl  concVudeA  \.\\a.t  t  v 
for  some  time,  did  not  make  any  eSoirt.  to  ■» 


i  dead,rf|^ 


Soarcely  coald  I  recollect  where,  or  indeed  wJmI,  I  \ 
ere  tliej  poured  Dpoa  me  Eucb  a,  torrent  of  queetioDB  anS  ' 
c-nqnirieB,  that  I  was  almost  atniiiied  with  their  TOciferfttion. 
However,  as  soon,  and  as  well  as  I  was  able,  I  endeavoured 
to  Batisfy  thoir  curioaity,  by  recounting  what  had  happened 
a.9  ole&rly  as  was  in  my  power.  ITiey  all  looked  aghast  at 
the  recital ;  but,  not  being  well  enough  to  enter  into  any 
iliscnsBione,  I  begged  to  have  a  chair  called,  and  to  return 
iiigtaufly  home. 

Before  I  left  them,  I  roconunended,  with  great  eamest- 
iiess,  a  vigilant  observance  of  their  unhappy  lodger  j  and 
that  they  would  take  care  to  keep  from  him,  if  possible,  alt 
meanB  of  BeH-destrtiction. 

M.  Du  Bois,  who  seemed  extremely  concerned  at  my 
indisposition,  wallcod  by  tlie  aide  of  the  chair,  and  saw  me 
safe  to  my  own  apartment. 

The  rashness  and  the  misery  of  this  iU-fnted  young  man 
eugiwas  oil  my  thoughts.  If  indeed,  he  la  bent  upon  de- 
sti-oying  himself,  all  efforts  to  save  him  will  be  frnitlesB. 
How  much  do  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  discover  the 
iiature  of  the  malivdy  which  thus  maddens  him  and  t-o  offer 
or  to  procure  nlleviation  to  his  sufferings !  I  am  sure,  my 
dearest  Sir,  you  will  be  much  concerned  for  this  poor  man  ; 
and.  were  you  here,  I  doubt  not  but  you  would  find  some 
method  of  awakening  him  from  the  error  which  blinds  bim, ,  \ 
UTid  of  pouring  the  balm  of  peace  and  comfort  into  ItlkJl 
affli.'fcd  Roul  ! 


LETTER  XLTV. 

BVKLINA    IN    CO  NT  IN  CATION. 

Holbom,  Jwie  13(ft,  _ 

ESTERDAT   all    the   Brajightons   dined   here.     Out 

conversation  was  almost  wholly  concerning  the  adven- 

e  of  the  day  before.      Mr.  Braughton  said,  that  his  first 

M>Qght   was   inatautly    to  tmn  his  lodger  oat  ol  Aoow., 

'best,"  continued  ie,  "  Lis  killing  \iimae\i  Ssv  ■nvj  \«ris» 

!bW  briti^  me  into  any  trouHu  -.  \mt  tV<iii  \  vjaa  '^iwi.-v^ 


[  alioold  never  get  tlie  money  tliat  lie  uwtse  me ;  wbeKsa, 
if  he  dies  in  my  honae,  I  have  a  right  to  all  he  leaves  behind 
him,  if  he  goes  off  in  my  debt.  Indeed,  I  wonld  pat  him 
in  prison, — but  wliat  should  I  get  by  that  p  he  coald  not 
caiTi  any  thing  there  to  pay  me;  so  I  considered  about  it 
Ham.e  time,  and  then  I  determined  to  ixek  him,  point-bluiki 
for  my  money  ont  of  hand.  And  so  I  did ;  bnt  lie  told  me 
he'd  pay  me  next  week :  however,  1  gave  him  to  tmdBr- 
stand,  tiiat  though  I  was  no  Scotchman,  yet,  I  ditl  not  Uke 
to  be  over-rea«hed  any  more  than  he  :  bo  then  he  gave  me 
a  ring,  which,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  muat  be  worth  ten 
guineas,  and  told  me  he  would  not  part  with  it  for  his  life, 
and  a  good  deal  more  su:;h  sort  of  stuff,  but  that  T  miglit 
keep  it  till  he  could  pay  me." 

"  lb  is  ten  to  one,  father,"  Haid  young  Branghtoii,  "  i(  h* 
came  fairly  by  it." 

"  Very  likely  not,"  answered  he ;  "  but  that  will  mnkeDO 
great  diffavence,  for  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  my  right  to  it 
all  one." 

What  principles  !     1  could  hardly  tilaj  in  the  room. 

"  I'm  datermined,"  said  the  son,  "  I'll  take  some  oppOT- 
tnnity  to  affront  him  soon,  mow  I  know  how  poor  he  JB, 
becaoBB  of  the  airs  he  gave  himself  to  me  when  he  &%t  came." 

"  And  pray  how  wan  IJiat,  cliHd  ?  "  said  Madame  Duval. 

"  Why,  you.  never  knew  such  a  fnss  in  your  life  as  he 
made,  because  one  day  at  dinner  I  only  happened  to  £^"1 
that  I  supposed  he  had  nevei'  got.  such  a  good  meal  in  hi> 
life  before  ho  came  to  England ;  there,  he  fell  in  such  • 
passion  as  you  can't  think :  but,  for  my  part,  I  took  M 
notice  of  it :  for  to  be  sure,  thinks  T,  he  muat  needs  be  • 
g6ntIeEM.n,  or  he'd  uotbt  go  lo  be  so  angry  about  it.  How- 
ever, he  won't  put  bis  tricks  upon  me  iigain  in  a  hurry." 

""Well,"  said  Miss  Polly,  "he's  gi'own  quite  another 
creature  to  what  lie  was,  and  he  doesn't  run  away  from  uSi 
nor  hide  himself,  nor  any  thing ;  and  he's  as  civil  as  can  be, 
and  be'H  always  in  the  shop,  and  he  saunters  about  tlw 
stairs,  and  he  looks  at  every  body  as  com.es  in," 

"  Why,  you  may  see  what  he's  aft«r  plain  enough,"  tlii 
Mr.  Branghton  ;  "  he  wants  to  see  Miss  again." 

"Ha,  ba,  ha!  Lord,  how  1  duraift.  Vwi^V"  «*id  tl»< 
"if  he  ehould  liave  fell  in  love  wit\i  "Nl^a 


■  sftid  Mis 


juite  nshamed 
_         y  conqaPBt," 
Sucli  was  the  conversation  till  tea-time,  when  the  appeal"' 
iiie©  of  Mr.  Smith  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  discouree. 

!Miss  Branghlou  desired  me  to  remark  with  what  a  amari 
'A,r  be  entered  the  room,  and  asked  mo  if  he  had  not  very 
auch  a  qualUy^  look  ? 
"  Come,"  cried  hi',  advant-ing'  to  us,  "you  Id 
i  together;  whcTevei'  I  go  I   aJwavs    mate 
^  the  ladies." 

L,  handing  Miss  Brnughtoa  to  the  nest  chaii',  hi 
i  himself  between  us. 
J-WeU,  now,  ladieB,  I  thiuk  we  eit  very  well.     What 
\?  for  my  part  I  think  it  was  a  veiy  good  motion." 
''f  my  cousin  likoe  it,"  said  Miss  Bmnghton,  "  I'm  Bure 
>  objection." 

'  cried  he,  "  I  always  study  what  the  ladies  like, — 

ihat's  my  first  thought.     And,  indeed,  it  is  but  natural  that 

^ou  should  like  best  to  sit  by  the  gentlemen,  for  what  can 

u  find  to  aay  to  one  another  ?  " 

PBay  !  "  cried  young  Branghton  ;  "  0, 

ist,  they'll  find  enough  to  aay,-I'U  1»  sworn.     You  knt 

Iffomea  are  never  tired  of  talking." 

BCome,  corao,  Tom,"  aaid  Mr.  Smith,  "don't  be  eevt 


7  I 


by,  yon  know   I  always 


t  the  ladies ;  when  I'n 

Q  after,  when  Miss  Branghtou  offered  n 
a  of  gallantry  said,  "  WeU,  if  I  was  that  lady,  V% 
r  take  any  thing  from  a  " 

""ly  not,  Sr  ?  " 

3aaBe  I  should  be  afraid  of  being  poisoned  for  bein 
indsoiuB." 

■ere  upon  the  ladie: 
Tiy,  really,  Ma'am.,  it  was  a  slip  of  the  tongue ;  I  c 
Entend  to  Bay  such  a  thing ;  but  one  can't  always  ' 

on  after,  the  conversation  turning  upon  public  plai: 
g  Br&Dghton  asked  if  I  had  ever  beeu  tn  necrtgif « 
pstead.^ 

eiw-  heard  the  place  raonXAimoi." 
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"  Didn't  yon,  Mias,"  cried  he  eagerly  ;  "  why,  tJlen  yaa'vt 
a  deal  of  fun  to  coine,  I'll  promise  you  ;  and,  I  tell  jflii 
what,  I'll  treat  yon  there  Bome  Sunday,  soon.  So  now,  Bid 
and  Poll,  be  sure  yon  don't  tell  Miss  about  the  chairfl,  mi 
all  that,  for  I've  &  niind  to  surprise  her;  and  if  I  pay, I 
think  I've  a  right  to  have  it  my  own  way." 

"  Geoi-ge'e  at  HarapateBd  !  "  repeated  Mr.  Smith  contemp. 
tuously ;  Low  camo  you  to  tliink  tlie  young  lady  wonU 
like  to  go  to  Biich  a  low  place  aa  that !  But,  pray.  Ma'am, 
Lave  you  ever  been  to  Don  Saltero's  at  Chelsea  ?  " ' 

'■No,  Sir," 

"  No  !■ — nay,  then  I  mnst  insisfc  on  having  the  pleasure  of 
conducting  yon.  there  before  long.  I  nBBuro  you,  Ma'ao, 
many  genteel  people  go,  or  else,  1  give  you  my  word,  /ahcnU. 


"  Pray,  cousin,"  said  Mr.  Branghton,  "  have  yon  been  at 
Sadler's  Wells  yet  P  "  * 

"No,  Sir." 

"  No  !  why,  then  yon've  seen  nothing  I  " 

■'  Pray,  Miss,"  said  tlie  Hon,  "  how  do  you  like  t  lie  Torn 
of  Irfmdon?" 

"  I  have  never  been  lo  it,  Sii-." 

"  Goodness  I  "  erclaimed  be,  "  not  seen  the  Tower  ! — wiji 
may  be,  you  ha'n't.  been  o'  top  of  the  Monument,  neither  ? " 

"  No,  indeed,  I  have  not," 

'■  Why,  then,  yon  might  as  well  not  have  come  to  London 
for  anght  I  see,  for  you've  been  no  where." 

"  Pi-ay,  Miaa,"  said  Polly,  "  have  you  been  all  over  Paol'i 
Church  yet  ?  " 

"No,  Ma'am." 

"  Well,  bat,  Ma'am,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "  how  do  you  lib 
Vauxhall  and  Marybone  ?  " 

"  I  never  saw  either.  Sir." 

"  No — Qod   bless  me  !— yon  really  snrprise  me, — wl? 

'  Don  Saltero's,  Clicyce  Walk,  Clieliieii.     A  coflee-housa  uid  HoMUS  I 
openeH  in  1695  by  one  Sal tnr,  a  barber,  nicknamed  "Don  aalWro."  " 
drew  leelh,  wrote  veraea,  rwd  had  a  i-ullection  of  onrjoaities  which  ' 


di«nert«d  l>y  aaJe  in  1799. 
'  Sudle/s  Wells,  name 
■m  Sadla-  i"n  1683,  in  t 
"Sa/ller's  Music- Ha  1 1.' 


«nert«d  by  Bt 

'  Sttdler's  Wells,  named  from  b  spring  of  roinerel  w 

SadlfiT  in  J68S,  in  the  gu-dEn  o(  u  hau^  lie  tud  a 


Vansliall  is  &e  Srst  pleasure  in  life  ! — I  know  nothing  like 
it. — "Well,  Ma'am,  yon  mnat  have  been  with  stran^  people, 
indeed,  not  to  have  taken  joa  to  Vauzhall.     Why         "      " 
seen  nothing  of  London  yet.      However,  we  mast  try  if 
can't  make  yon  amendB." 

In  the  course  of  this  catechism,  many  other  plai 
mentioned,  of  which  I  have  forgotti'ii  Uie  names;  bat  the 
loots  of  sarpriae  and  contempt  that  my  repeated  negatives 
incnrred  were  very  diverting. 

"  Come,"  Haid  Mr.  Smith,  after  tea,  "  as  this  lady  has 
been  with  such  a  qneer  set  of  people,  let's  show  her  the 
difference  ;  snppose  we  go  somewhere  to-night ! — I  lore  to 
do  things  with  spirit ! — Come,  ladies,  where  shall  we  go  P 
For  my  part  I  shonli)  like  Foote's ' — but  the  ladies 
choose  ;  I  never  speak  myself." 

"  Well,  Mr.  Smith  is  always  in  aach  spirits  !  "  said 
BninghUin, 

"  Why,  yos.  Ma'am,  yes,  thank  G-od,  pretty  good  spiril 
- — I  have  not  yet  the  cai'es  of  the  n'orld  upon  me  ; 
not  miirried, — ha,  ha,  ha  ! — yor'll  excuse  me,  ladies, 
can't  help  laughing  !  "— — 

No  objection  being  made,  to  my  great  relief  we  all  pi 
leeded  to  the  little  theatre  in  the  Haymarket,  where  I  ' 
«Ktremely  entertained  by  the  performance  of  the  Minor  i 

ECom.mi8Bary.^ 
'hey  all  returned  hither  to  supper. 
The  little  tlieutre  iu  the  H&mnrket  (so  called  to  ma 
of  Tanbrugh,  over  Che  vilj),  waa  opened  in  1720.  U  vmu  manogad' 
Ibrthirlj  years  bj  Foo[e,aD  exeellent  mimii;,  un  actor,  and  tbe  autlioToF 
"  'nie  Minor,"  and  other  playa.  In  1777,  Foote  sold  his  license  lo  the 
«lder  Colnian,  uad  died  in  liie  mme  year.  This  theatre  was  clused  in 
1830,  and  the  [swsent  houee  opened  in  ISlil. 

'  "  Tht  Minor  "  »nd  "  T/:<:  Cinamiasars."—"  The  MiHor"  was  by  Foole, 
and  was  Hrst  brought  out  In  two  acts  at  Dublia  (17G0),  where  it  wiM 
unsuocesaful.  In  the  same  year  the  author  re.wrot«  it,  putting  it  into 
three  acta,  and  produted  it  at  the  Baymarket,  where  it  was  very  tuocess- 
fnl.  '■  The  Minor"  was  esteeoied  IToote's  best  piece,  tbough  it  gais  great 
cRcnee  to  the  Melhudists.-^"  The  Commiaaary  "  was  alw  a  three  " 
voinedy  by  Fopte.  It  wag  prodnced  at  tlie  Huymarket  in  1765,  Ft 
himself  pniylng  the  CommiEtiBry — Zavhury  Fungus,  Tbis,  the  leiulli 
vbaracler,  ii  to  some  extent  taken  from  Molitrc's  ciCiiea-VitDe&- 
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LETTEE  XLV. 

IN   OONTINDATEON. 

J^me  l£tA. 

YESTERDAY  morning  Madame  Duval  again  sent  me  to 
Mr.  Branghton'a,  attended  by  M.  Dn  Boia,  to 
Bome  party  for  the  eveniug,  because  slie  liad  had  the  vaponia 
(lie  preceding  day  from  staying  at  home, 

As  I  entered  the  shop,  I  perceiyed  the  unfortunate  NorU 
Briton  seated  in  a  comer,  with  a  hook  in  his  hand.  He 
cast  his  melancholy  eyes  up  as  we  taime  in;  and,  J  beliere, 
immediately  recollected  myface- — for  ho  started,  and  chwiged 
colour.  I  delivered  Madame  Da vnl's  message  to  Mr.  Brajigb- 
ton,  who  told  mo  I  should  find  Polly  up  stairs,  lint  tllftt  the 
others  were  gone  out. 

Up  stairs,  therefore,  I  went;  and,  seated  on  n.  windo", 
with  Mr.  Brown  at  her  side,  sat  Miss  Polly.  I  felt  a  little 
awkward  at  disturbing  them,  and  much  more  so  al  their  be- 
haviour afterwards  ;  for,  aa  soon  as  the  common  enqoirin 
were  orer,  Mr.  Brown  grew  so  fond  and  so  foohsh,  that  I 
WB«  exti'emely  disgusted.  Polly,  all  the  time,  only  rebolced 
him  with,  "La,  now,  Mr.  Brown,  do  be  quiet,  can't  yon? — 
yon  should  not  bebavo  bo  before  company. — Why,  noifi 
what  will  Miss  think  of  me  ?  " — ^WhJle  her  looks  ^auJj 
showed  not  merely  the  pleasure,  but  the  pride  which  sU 
took  in  his  caresses. 

I  did  not  by  any  means  think  it  necessary  to  puiiisL  mj- 
eelf  by  witncseing  their  tenderness  ;  ftnd  therefore  telliog 
them  I  would  see  if  Miss  Branghton  were  returned  honWi 
I  soon  left  them,  and  again  desceadeci  into  the  esUop. 

"  So,  Miss,  you've  come  again,"  said  Mr.  Branghtonj 
"what,  I  BDppose  you've  a  mind  to  sit  a  little  iu  the  bIu^ 
and  Bee  how  the  world  goes,  hey.  Miss  ?  " 

I  made  no  answer ;  and  M.  Du  Boia  instantly  bivil^ 

The  aohappy  straugei',  who  had  risen  at  my 
again  seated  himself  ;  and*  thoag\»  \oa  ^leaA  \eM\V 


•  eatm^ 
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is  book,  I  could  not  help  obBerving,  his  eyes  were 
itently  and  earnestly  tnmed  towards  me. 

M.  Dn  Boia,  aa  well  a&  kia  broken  EngliBh  woald 
im,  endearonred  to  entertain  ns  till  the  rotnra  of  Miss 
tranghton  and  lier  brother. 

"  Lord,  how  tired  I  am  !  "  cried  the  foi-mer ;  "  I  have  not 
foot  to  stand  npon."  And,  tien,  without  any  ceremony, 
ae  flung  herself  into  the  chair  from  which  I  had  risen  to 
jceive  her. 

"  you  tired  I  "  said  the  brother  ;  "  why,  then,  what  must 

be,  that  have  walked  twit^e  as  far  ?  "  And,  with  equal 
oliteiieBB,  he  paid  the  saxae  compliment  to  M.  Du  Bois 
'hich  his  sister  had  done  to  me. 

Two  chairs  and  three  etoola  completed  the  fumituro  of 
he  shop  ;  and  Mr.  Branghton,  who  chose  to  keep  hia  own 
eat  himself,  desired  M.  Du  Bois  to  take  another  ;  and  then 
Being  that  I  was  without  any,  called  out  to  the  atrangep, 
Come,  Mr.  MacM^ey,  lend  us  your  stool." 

Shocked  at  their  rudeness,  1  declined  the  offer ;  a 
.pproaching  Misa  Branghton,  said,  "  If  you  will  be  HO  gi 
a  to  make  room  for  me  on  yonr  chair,  there  will  be  no 
aeion  to  disturb  that  gentleman." 

"  Lord,  what  signifiee  that  ?  "  cried  the  brother  ;  "  he 
lad  his  share  of  sitting,  I'll  be  sworn." 

"  And,  if  he  has  not,"  said  the  aiater,  "  he  has  a  chair 
itairs;  and  the  shop  is  our  own,  1  hope." 

This  grossness  so  much  disgusted  me,  that  I  took  tl 
ifool,  and  carrying  it  back  to  Mr.  Macartney  myself,  I  re^ 
turned  him  thanks  as  civilly  aa  X  could  for  Ilia  politenees, 
jut  said  that  1  had  rather  Htaud. 

He  looked  at  mo  as  if  unaccustomed  to  such  attention, 
jowed  very  respoctfolly,  but  neither  spoke  nor  yet  made 
lie  of  it. 

I  soon  found  that  I  was  an  object  of  deiision  to  all  pi 
tent,  except  M.  Da  Bois  ;    and,  therefore,  I  begged  Mj*« 
tJranghtou  would  give  me  an  answer  for  Madame  Davul, 
[  was  in  haste  to  return. 

"  Well,  then,  Tom, — Biddy,  where  have  you  a  mind  to 

Eht?    jour  aunt  and  Miss  wimt  to  \>e  ^inoa-^i. 
fst  them. " 
ij-  tben,  Puija,"  said  iliBs  Brang\»to«,"  ««V. 


* 
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Don  Sikltero'B.  lii.  Smith  likee  that  place,  so  may  be  lie'll 
go  along  with  ub." 

"No,  no,"  aaid  the  eon,  'Tin  for  White-Condnit  HooMi 
so  let's  go  there." 

"  White- Conduit  Houae,  indeed  !  "  cried  hia  sieter ;  "  no, 
Tom,  that  I  won't."  ' 

"  Why,  then,  let  it  aJone  ;  nobody  wants  your  iiompanj  i— 
we  ahall  do  ae  well  without  yon,  I'll  be  ewiiru,  and  Iwttw 


"  I'll  tell  you  what,  Tom,  if  you  don't  hold  yonr  tongue,    ■ 
I'll  mate  you  i"epent  it,- — that  I  asaiLTe  you." 

Juet  then  Mr.  Smith  came  into  the  shop,  which  he  seeoned 
to  iutend  paBsing  throagh ;  but  when  he  saw  me,  he  stopped, 
and  began  a  most  courteous  enquiry  after  my  health,  pro- 
teBting,  that,  had  he  kuown  1  waa  there,  lie  should  hsro 
oome  down  sooner.  "  But,  bless  me.  Ma'am,"  added  he, 
"  what  is  the  reason  you  stand  P  "  and  then  he  flew  to  bring 
me  the  seat  from  which  I  bad  just  parted. 

"  Mr.  Smith,  you  are  come  in  very  good  time,"  said  Mr. 
Braoghton, "'  to  end  a  dispute  between  my  son  and  danghter,    {j 
about  where  they  shall  all  go  to-night."  ' 

"  0  fie,  Tom,— dispute  with  a  h\dy  !  "  cried  Mr.  Smitli. 
"Now,  ae  for  me,  I'm  for  where  you  will,  provided  this 
young  lady  is  of  the  party;— one  place  ia  the  same  m 
another  to  me,  so  that  it  be  but  agreeable  to  the  ladies.— I  i^ 
would  go  iiny  where  with  yon.  Ma'am,"  (to  me)  "unlwft 
indeed,  it  were  to  church ; — ^ha,  ha,  ha  ! — You'll  excuse  im> 
Ma'am  ;  but,  ideally,  I  nerer  could  conquer  my  fear  of  * 
parson  ; — ha,  ha,  ha  !- — Really,  ladies,  I  beg  your  parfiS 
for  being  so  rode  ;  but  1  can't  help  laughing  for  n^  Hj 
life!"  2 

"  I  was  just  Baying,  Mr.  Smith,"  said  Miss  Branghtoni 
"  that  I  ahould  lice  to  go  to  Don  Saltero's ;— now,  prit^i 
where  should  you  like  to  go  P  " 

"Why,  really.  Miss  Biddy,  you  know  I  always  let  tt» 
ladiea  decide ;  I  never  fix  any  thing  myself ;  but  I  shoulJ 


■  WLile  Conituil.  Uaase,  u  kini]  o(  miuor  Vaaxliull,  w 
'am  were  eaten  tu  gudeos  early  vn  ^^Lita  centurj 
(trbicli  Vfoa  puIJod  iliiwn  in  1648)  tooli  \\»  womm  "itum  i 
'~rf  DUpiilied  tho  CliiirlOTliouse  w^  wajut. 


H|>o3e  it  would  be  rather  hot  at  the  coSee-honse : — how- 

^E,  pray,  ladies,  settle  it  among  youi'selvaH  ; — I'm  ogree- 

^B  to  whutever  yaa  choose." 

Hi  wa.a  easy  for  me  to  discover,  that  tlue  man,  with  all  his 

^bde  of  conformUtj,  olijects  to  every  thing  that  is  not  pro- 

B^d  by  hiirtHelf  :  but  he  is  so  much  adioirsd  by  this  family  _ 

Vbis  ge^Uty,  thnt  he  thinks  himself  a   complete   f 

^Mleman  I 

B  Come,"  said  Mr.  Branghton,  "  the  l>eHt  way  will  be  b 

K^t  to  the  Yote,  and  then  every  body  will  epeak  theiM 

^Ens.     Biddy,  call  Poll  down  stairs.     We'll  start  fair." 

^Ptord,  Papa,"  said  Misa  Brangbton,  "  why  cao'fc  you 

^B    Bend    Tom  ?— you'ro    always    sending    me    of 

H^da" 

^L  diepute  then  ensued,  but  Miss  Branghton  was  oblij 

Keld. 

jEVrlieii  Mr.  Brown  and  Miss  Polly  made  their 

he  latter  utt«red  many  complaints  of  having  been  calloH 

aying,  she  did  not  want  to  come,  and  waa  very  well  whei 

|he  was, 

P^,  ladies,  joiu'  votes,"  cried  Mr.  Smith ;  "  i 
(to  me),  we'll  begin  with  yon.  What  place  shall 
best  ?  ''  and  then,  in  a  whisper,  he  added, "  I  assure 
hall  say  the  same  as  yon  do,  whether  I  like  it  o 

I  said,  that  as  I  was  ignorant  what  choice  was  in 
lower,  I  muflt  beg  to  hear  their  decisions  first.  This 
elnctantly  assented  to ;  and  then  Miss  Branghton  vi 
or  Saltero's  Coffee-house  ;  her  sister,  for  a  party  to  Mother 
led  Cap's;'  the  brother  for  White-Condnit  House;  Mr. 
3rown,  for  Bagnigge  Wells;*  Mr.  Branghton,  for  Sadler's 
*Ml8  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  for  Vauxhall. 

S'VP'eU  now,  Ma'am,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "  we  have  all  spoken, 

Ibo  you  must  give  the  casting  vote.     Come,  what  will 

J-fixuponP" 
■"'    "  answered  I,  "  I  was  to  speak  last." 


^otftar  fftffcap's.  -At  tha  end  uf  High  Slreel,  Cwncleii    ['o 
'  nilt,  anil  ia  only  a  public-house. 
,.,  -  WtlU,  Cold  Bath  Fieldi.  —  \  kmA  ai  m\-a>w  "^ 
tgaented  hrmerly  by  the  lower  aott  itt  traAeBOvew  •, 


^°^[^ 
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"  Well,  BO  yon  vvill,"  said  Miaa  Branghton,  "  for  waVe  b 
spoke  firnt." 

"  Pardon  me,"  returned  I,  "  the  voting  has  not  yet  bet 
quite  general." 

And  I  looked  towards  Mr.  Macartney,  to  whom  I  wiahf 
extremely  to  bIlow  that  I  was  not  of  the  same  bratal  natni 
witli  those  by  whom  he  was  treated  so  gi-oasly. 

"  Why,  pray,"  said  Mr,  Branghton,  "  wlio  have  we  le 
out  ?  woald  yon  have  the  cats  and  doga  vote  ?  " 

"Bo,  Sir,"  cried  I,  with  some  spirit,  "  I  would  have  (A 
gentlemo/n  vote,- — if,  indeed,  he  is  not  superior  to  joining  01 

They  all  looked  at  me,  as  if  they  doubted  whether  or  n' 
they  had  heard  me  right :  bnt,  in  a  few  moments,  their  bu 
prise  gave  way  to  a  mde  bnrBt  of  laughter. 

Very  mnuh  displeased,  T  told  M.  Du  Bois  that  if  1 
was  not  ready  to  go,  I  would  have  a  coafh  called  for  m' 
self. 

0  yes,  he  said,  he  was  always  ready  to  attend  me. 

Mr,  Smith  then,  advancing,  attempted  to  take  my  ham 
and  begged  me  not  to  leave  them  till  I  had  settled  the  evei 
ing'splan, 

"  I  have  uothiag,  Sir,"  said  I,  "  to  do  with  it,  as  it  is  m 
intention  to  stay  at  home ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Branghton  wf 
be  so  good  as  to  send  Madame  Duval  word  what  placs  i 
flaed  upon,  when  it  is  convenient  to  him." 

And  then,  making  a  slight  courtesy,  I  left  them. 

How  ranch  does  my  disgust  for  these  people  increBfifi  m; 
pity  for  poor  Mr.  Macnrtney  !  I  will  not  see  them  when 
can  avoid  bo  doing  ;  but  I  am  determined  to  take  every  oji 
portunity  in  my  power  to  show  civility  to  this  unhappy  laB 
whose  misfortujies  with  this  family,  only  render  him  an  ot 
ject  of  acorn.  I  was,  however,  very  well  pleased  with  H 
Du  Boie,  who,  far  from  joining  in  their  mirth,  expreese 
himself  extremely  shocked  at  tlieir  ill-breeding. 

We  had  not  walked  ten  yards  hefore  we  wei'e  followed  b 
Mr.  Smith,  who  came  to  make  excnses,  and  to  asBure  n 
they  were  only  johtng,  and  hoped  I  took  nothing  ill;  foe 
/  did,  be  woald  mBike  a  quanol  of  it  himaelf  with  ii 
Bi-ajightonB,  rather  thaJi  1  BhcmlA  i«cew«  rav^  tdfi.«mKft, 
1  begged  him  not  to  take  anj  ttOBJa\«  a^icroX  wi  VnniuiM 


an  aifair,  and  aesared  tiim  T  should  not  mjself. 
offixaon.B,thathe  would  not  be  prerailed  upon  to  return  liome, 
till  he  had  walked  with  as  to  Mr.  Dawkins'8. 

Madame  Dnval  was  very  much  displeased  that  I  brought 
her  so  little  Batisfaction,  White-Condnit  House  was  at 
last  fixed  upon  ;  and,  notwithafanding  my  great  tliahke  of 
Hueh  parties  and  Buch  places,  I  was  obliged  to  accompany 

Very  disagreeable,  and  mncb  according  to  my  expecta- 
tions, the  eTeniiig  proved.  There  were  many  people  nil 
smart  and  gaudy,  and  so  pert  and  low-bred,  that  I  could 
hardly  endnre  being  amongst  them  ;  but  the  party  to  which, 
unfortunately,  I  belonged,  seemed  all  at  home. 


1 

ime,      ^ 
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YESTERDAY  Mr.  Smith  carried  his  point  of  maktug  a 
party  for  Vanxhall,'  consisting  of  Madame  Duval,  M, 
Dn  Bois,  all  the  Branghtons,  Mr.  Brown,  himself, — and 
me  !^for  I  fijid  all  endeax'oui's  vain  to  escape  any  thing 
which  these  people  desire  1  should  not. 

There  were  twenty  dispntes  previous  to  our  setting  out ; 

[■first,  as  to  the  tvm«  of  our  going ;    Mr.  Branghton,  his  eon. 

Old  young  Brown,  were  for  six  o'clock  ;  and  all  the  ladies 

ind  Mr.  Smith  were  for  eight ;— -the  latter,  however,  oon- 

s  to  the  v:ay  we  should  go  ;  some  wore  for  a  boat, 

'  a  coaoh,  and  Mr.  Branghton  himself  waa  for 

ing  ;  but  the  boat  at  length  was  decided  upon.     Indeed 

iraa  the  only  part  of  the  expedition  that  was  agreeable 

\e;  for  the  Thames  was  delightfully  pleasant. 


L  VsnxliaU,  oiica  SeiT  Spring  GajMleuK,  a  !«A\uone^v>^i.--  ..  . 
pft  frwn  isei  aJmoit  U<  the  tn^  ot  the  reign  oT  C«oT?,e  lii- 
9^»dmissioa  was  ono  sJiitliiij;  up  lo  the  BUTMiiet  i^  Vi^ft," 
—<d  to  two  sftfOr'nga, 


The  garden  ie  very  pretty,  but  too  forma! ;  I  shouJi] 
have  lieen  liettcr  pkaeed,  bad  it  coneiBted  lesa  of  abraigH 
walks,  wliere 

Grove  iKids  at  grnve,  each  bUs;  hu*  its  brother. 

The  trees,  the  tLomeroiia  lights,  B3iA  the  company  In  t 
circle  round  the  orchestra  make  a  most  brilliant  and  g 
appearance ;  and  had  1  been  with  a  partj  less  dieagreeahlg 
to  me,  I  should  have  thought  it  a  place  fonned  for  animfr- 
tion  and  pleasure.  There  was  a  concert ;  in  the  conrse  of 
which  a  hautboia  concerto  was  so  charmingly  played,  that  I 
conld  have  thought  myself  upon  enchanted  ground, had  I  hai 
spirits  ra.ore  gentle  to  associate  with.  The  hautboia  in  the 
open  air  is  heavenly. 

Mr.  Smith  endeavoured  t<i  attach  himself  to  me,  wiWi 
such  officious  assiduity  and  impertinent  freedom,  that  he 
quite  sickened  me.  Indeed  M.  Dn  Boia  was  the  only  n 
of  the  party  to  whom,  voluntarily,  I  ever  addressed  mysdf. 
He  is  civil  and  respectful,  and  I  have  found  nobody  efae  m 
aince  I  left  Howard  Grove.  His  English  ia  very  bad ;  bnt 
I  prefer  it  to  speaking  Trench  myself,  which  I  dare  not 
venture  to  do.  I  cocverBB  with  him  frequently,  both  ta 
dieeugage  myself  from  others,  and  to  oblige  Madame 
Dnva],  who  is  always  pleased  when  he  is  attended  to. 

Ah  we  were  walking  abont  the  orchestra,  I  beard  a  h 
ring  ;  and,  in  a  moment,  Mr.  Smith,  flying  up  tome,  eangit 
my  hand,  and,  with  a  motion  too  quick  to  be  resisted,  no 
away  with  me  many  yards  before  I  had  breath  t«  ask  hi) 
meaning,  though  I  struggled,  as  well  as  1  could,  to  get  from 
him.  At  last,  however,  I  insisted  upon  stopping  :  "  "' 
ping,  Ma'aui !  "  cried  he,  "  why  we  mnst  run  on  or 
loBe  the  cascade  !  " 

And  then  again  he  hun'ied  me  away,  mixing  with  a  crowd 
of  people,  all  running  with  BO  much  velocity,  that  I  coaH 
not  imagine  what  had  raised  such  an  alarm.  Wo  woie 
soon  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  party;  and  my  surprise 
and  ignorance  proved  a  source  of  diversion  to  them  slli 
which  was  not  exhausted  the  -wtole  evening.  Touig 
SraagbtoB,  in    particular,  \aiigbu4  tifi  \  %■».«. 

at&nd. 


Tie  scene  of  the  cascade  I  thonght  eitreroely  pretty,  s 

a  geDernl  affect  striiing  and  lively. 

But  this  waB  not  the  only  Burpriee  whiuh  was  to  divert 
tbem  at  ray  expenfle  ;  for  they  led  ine  about  the  ga,rden 
purposely  to  enjoy  my  first  sight  of  variouB  other  deceptions. 

About  ten  o'cloclc,  Mr.  Smith  having  chosen  a  box  in  a 
very  conHpicnous  place,  we  n.ll  went  to  supper.  Much 
fanlt  was  found  with  every  thing  that  was  ordered,  though 
not  a  morsel  of  any  thing  wa."?  left;  and  the  deamesa  of 
the  provieiona,  with  conjectures  upon  what  profit  was  made 
by  them,  supplied  discoiu'se  during  the  whole  meal. 

When  wine  aud  cyder  wero  brought,  Mr.  Smith  said, 
■■  Now  let's  enjoy  oui'selves ;  now  is  the  time,  or  never. 
Well,  Ma'am,  and  how  do  yon  like  Vauxliall  ?  " 

"  Lite  it !  "  cried  young  Branghton  ;  "  why,  how 
help  liking  it  ?  ehe  has  never  aeen  anch  a  place  befoi-e,  thi 


I'll  a 


"  For  my  part," 
B  not  vulgar." 


lid  MisB  Branghton.  "  I  likti  it  becans 


)  been  a  fine  treiit  for  you,  MIsb," 
Mr.  Branghton  ;  "why,  I  suppose  you  was  never  80  hi 
in  all  yowr  life  before  ?  " 

I   endeavoured   to   express   my    satisfaction    with   t 
pleasure ;    yet,  T  believe,  they  were  muofi  amazed  at  i 
coldness. 

"  Misfl  ought  to  stay  in  town  till  the  last  nighti,"  s 
young  Branghton ;  "  and  then,  it's  my  belief,  ahe'd  t 
something  to  it  I  Wliy,  Lon!,  it's  the  best  night  of  any't] 
there's  always  a  riot,— find  there  the  folks  i-nn  about, — and 
then  thei^'s  such  squealing  and  squalling  !. — and,  there,  all 
the  lamps  are  broke, — and  the  women  run  skim  per  scamper. 
— I  declare  I  would  not  take  five  guineas  to  miss  the  laat_ 

I  was  very  glad  when  they  all  grew  tii-ed  of  sitting,  i 
called  for  the  waiter  to  pay  the  bill.      The  Miss  Bran ghtona 
lud  tliey  would  walk  on  while  the  gentlemen  eettled  (' 
ind  asked  me  to  accompany  them ;   which,  ] 
:.  I  declined. 
If  Ton  girls  may  do  as  you  please,"  said'W.aia.-oi.ft'Si-w 
iatae  to  me,  2  promise  you,  I  sha.'i\'t  go  novi>\CTftV)'v'ilM| 


"No  more,  I  enppoae,  will  my  eoufm,"  said  Mb 
Branghton,  looking  reproaphfnlly  towards  Mr.  Smith. 

This  reflection,  which  I  feared  wonld  flatter  his  vanitT, 
made  me  most  nnfortunately  request  Madame  Duva|■spe^ 
mJBsios  to  attend  them.  She  griinted  Jt;  and  away  oe 
went,  having  promised  to  meet  in  the  room. 

To  the  room,  therefore,  I  would  immediately  have  gone: 
bat  the  sisters  agreed  that  thej  would  fii'st  have  a  UlSt 
lilaaswre ;  and  they  tittered  aud  talked  so  load,  that  the; 
attracted  universal  notice. 

"  Lord,  Polly,"  said  the  eldest,  "  suppose  we  were  to  t^ 
a  turn  iu  the  dai'k  walks  !  " 

"  Aye,  do,"  answered  she ;  "  and  then  we'll  hide  ouraelTffl, 
and  then  Mr,  Brown  will  think  we  ai'e  lost," 

I  remonab'ated  very  warmly  against  this  plan,  teHing 
them,  it  would  endanger  our  missing  the  rest  of  the  part/ 
all  the  evening. 

"  0  dear,"  cried  Mikh  Branghton,  "  I  thought  how  nneaaj 
Miss  would  be  without  a  beau  !  " 

This  impertinence  I  did  not  think  worth  answering ;  aasi, 
quite  by  compnlaioii,  I  followed  them  down  a  long  alley,  iu 
which  there  was  hardly  any  light. 

By  the  time  wo  came  near  the  end,  a  lai^e  party  o! 
gentlemen,  apparently  veiy  riotons,  iiad  who  were  halloo- 
ing, leaning  on  one  another,  and  laughing  immoderately, 
aeemed  to  rush  suddenly  from  behind  some  trees,  and. 
meeting  us  face  io  face,  put  their  arms  at  their  aides,  and 
formed  a  kind  of  circle,  which  fii-st  stopped  our  proceediajf, 
and  then  onr  retreating,  for  we  were  presently  entirely  en- 
closed. The  Misa  Branghtons  screamed  aloud,  and  1  wv 
frightened  exceedingly ;  our  screams  were  answered  wilt 
bursts  of  laughter,  and  for  some  minutes  we  were  kept 
prifionera,  till  at  last  one  of  them,  rudely  seizing  hold  of  nw, 
said  I  was  a  pretty  little  creature. 

Terrified  to  death,  I  struggled  with  such  vehemence  to 
disengage  myself  from  him,  that  I  succeeded,  in  spite  of  hia 
eSorts  to  debiin  me ;  and  immediately,  and  with  a  swiftneu 
which  fear  only  could  have  given  me,  I  flew  rather  than  ran 
up  the  walk,  hoping  to  secure  my  safety  by  rettiming  to 
the  lights  and  company  we  VslA  ao  looWi^-jVl^.-.  \o*Wi»m 
/  conli^  possibly  accompVish  my  poi^o^A  ■«^'-'*  ■mt'tN 


F  party  of  men,  one   of  -wbom  placed  liiniself   so 

/  in  my  way,  calling  out,  "Whither  so  fast,  my 

loTO  ?  " — that  1  conld  only  have  pi'oceeded  by  running  h 

In  a  moment  both  my  hands,  by  different  persona,  v 
^ight  hold  of,  and  one  of  tbem,  in  a  most  familiar  n 
'red,  when  I  rtm  next,  to  accompany  me  in  a  race; 
it  of  the  party  stood  still  and  laughed. 
IS  aJmost  distKbctod  with  terror,  and  so  breathlei 
.  I'unniag,  that  I  could  not  spealc ;  till  anot}ier,  ' 
vancing,  said,  I  was  as  handsome  as  an  angel,  and  defire 
to  be  of  tbe  party.  I  then  just  articulated, ''  " 
eftbe,  gentlemen,  let  me  pass!" 

LB  other    then    rushing   suddenly   f of  ward,   exclaimeJi 
[eavon  and  earth  !  what  voice  is  that  P — " 
The  voice  of  the  prettiest  little  actress  I  have  seen  this 
,"  answered  one  of  my  pcraecufcors. 

10 — "  I  panted  out,  "  I  am  no  aotrees — pra 

y  let  me  pass — "  ' 

ied   the  same  voice,  which  J 

a  knew  for  Sir  Clement  Willoughby'e,  "  'tia  herself  !  '1 

'  Sir  Clement  TVillonghby  !  "  cried  I.     ■'  0,  f " 

r  I  shall  die  with  terror  1 " 


•  Gentlemen,"  cried  he,  disengaging  them  all  froin  r 
'  a  instant,  "  pray  leave  this  lady  to  me." 
oud  laughs  proceedud  from  every  month,  and  two  i 
e  Bftid  WiUi/ttghby  has  aJl  the  Jueh  !     But  one  of 
,  pftssionat-e  manner,  vowed  he  would  rot  give  i 
■that  he  had  the  fiifrt  right  to  me,  and  would  support  il 
'  Yon  are  mistaken,"  said  Sir  Clement,  "  this  lady  ia — 
ill  explain  myself  to  you  another  time  ;  but,  I  asBiu'e  you, 
re  all  mistaken," 

i  then  taking  my  willing  hand,  he  led  me  off,  amidst 
I  loud  acclamations,  laughter,  and  gross  merriment  of  his 
arttnent  companions, 

B  soon  as  we  had  escaped  from  them,  Sir  Clement,  with 
bice  of  surprise,  exclaimed,  "  My  dearest  creature,  what 
nder,  what  strange  revolution,  has  brought  you  to  such 

Kt  as  this  ?  " 
hamed  o/m/sitnation,  and  extreraeAj  -mortJ&«^^^» 
9  3-ecogiihrd  by   him,  I  was   for  Bome  t\-c&e  sOie,-D.V  \  **^ 


wlien    ha    t-cpeated    his    qneBtion,    onlj'    stamtnered  oa^ 
"I   hftve, — T   hardly    knovf    how, — lost    myaelf    from   mj 

He  caught  my  hand,  and  eagerly  pressmg  it,  in  a  paasion- 
ate  voice  eaid,  "  0  that  I  had  sooner  met  with  thee  !  " 

Surprised  at  a  freedom  so  naespected,  I  angrilv  btoVe 
from  him  I  Baying,  "  Is  this  the  protection  yon  give  me,  Sii 
Clement  ?  " 

And  then  I  Baw,  what  the  perturbation  of  my  mind  had 
prevented  my  sooner  noticing,  that  be  had  led  me,  thoug* 
I  tnow  cot  how,  into  another  of  the  dark  alleys,  instead  of 
the  plane  whithev  J.  meant  to  go. 

"  Good  God  !  "  I  cried,  "  where  am  1  ?— What  way  are 
jou  going  ?  " 

"  Where,"  answered  he,  "  we  shall  be  least  observed!  " 
Astonished  at  this  speech,  1  stopped  short,  and  declared 
I  would  go  no  farther. 

"  And  why  not,  my  angel  ?  "  again  endeavouring  to  taie 
my  hand. 

My  heart  beat  with  resentment ;  I  pushed  him  away  from 
me  with  all  my  strength,  and  demanded  how  he  dared  treit 
me  with  aach  insolence  ? 
"Insolence!"  repeated  ho, 

"  Tee,  Sir  Clement,  iiwolence ;  from  yon,  who  know  lae, 
I  had  a  claim  for  protection, — not  to  such  treabnont  M 
this." 

"By  Heaven,"  cried  he,  with  wannth,  "yon  disttMt 
me  ; — why,  tell  me, — why  do  I  see  you  here  ?— Is  this  a 
place  for  Miss  Anville  ? — these  dark  walks  I — no  par^! 
no  companion  ! — by  all  that's  good,  I  can  scarce  believe 
my  senses ! " 

Eitreniely  offended  at  tliia  speech,  T  turned  angi-ily  from 
him  :  and,  not  dei^ing  to  make  any  answer,  walked  oo 
towards  that  part  of  the  garden  whence  I  perceived  the 
lights  and  company. 

He  followed  me ;  but  we  were  both  some  time  silenti 
"  So  yon  will  not  explain  to  me  your  situation  P  "  swd 
he,  at  length. 

■'  Mo,  Sir,"  answered  I,  diadaantnlly. 
"Nor  yet — Hoifer   me    to    ■mR.\ie  tq-j 
tionf ." 


»«^g| 


I  could  noi  bear  this  BtrBuge  marimer  of  spealdng: 
made  my  very  soul  shudder, — aud  I  burat  into  t<ars.       '" 

He  flew  to  me,  and  actnuUy  flimg  himself  at  my  feet,  as 
if  rBgardlesa  who  might  sec  him,  eaying,  "  0,  Miss  AnviHe, 
— loveliest  of  ■women, — forgive  my, — my— I  beseech  you 
foi^ve  ma ; — if  I  have  offended — if  I  have  hurt  yon — I  could 
kill  m.yBelf  at  the  thought  I — " 

"  No  matter,  Sir,  no  matter,"  ciied  I ;  "  if  1  uan  but 
tind  ray  friends, — I  will  neTor  speak  to — never  see  you 
again  I  " 

"  Good  Glod! — good  Heaven  ! — my  dearest  life,  what  ie 
it  I  have  dtme  ? — what  is  it  I  have  said  P — " 

"  Ton  best  know.  Sir,  what  aud  vihy ;  but  don't  hold  me 
hero, — let  me  he  gone  ;  and  do  yon ! " 

"  Not  till  you  forgive  me! — I  cannot  part  with  you  in 

"  For  shame,  for  ahame.  Sir  !  "  cried  I,  indignantly,  "  do 
joa  suppose  I  ajn  to  be  thus  corapoUed  ? — do  yon  take 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  my  friends  to  affront  me  ?  " 

"  No,  Madam,"  cried  he,  rising :  "  I  would  sooner  forfeit 
my  life  than  act  80  mean  a  part  But  you  have  fiung  me 
into  amazement  unspeakable,  and  you  will  not  condescend 
to  listen  to  my  rfquest  of  giving  me  some  explaJiation. 

"  The  manner,  Sir,"  said  J,  "  iu  wHch  ynu  spoke  that 
request,  made,  and  will  make,  me  acorn  to  answer  it. 

"  Scorn  '. — I  will  own  to  you,  I  expected  not  sue 
pleBeure  from.  Mies  Anviile." 

"  Perhaps,  Sir,  if  yoa  had,  yon  would  less  volunterilj 
have  merited  it." 

"  My  deareflt  life,  Burely  it  must  be  known  to  you,  that 

the  man  does  not  breathe  who  adores  you  so  passionately, 

BO  fervently,  so  tenderly  as  I  do  ! — Why,  then,  will  you 

»  delight  in  perplexing  me  ?— in  keeping  me  in  suspense  ?— 

I  in  torturing  me  wit£  doubt  ?  " 

'  "7,  Sir,  dehght  in  pei-plering  you  I — yon  are  mncb  mis- 
taken,— Your  anapense,  yenr  doubts,  your  perpiesities, — 
are  of  your  own  creating ;  and,  believe  me,  Sir,  they  may 
offend,  but  they  can  never  delight  me  r— but  aa  ^c 
yonraelf  raised,  joo  must  yoarself  aatidj,  tVem" 
^  "  Oood  God  /—that  snch  haaglitmeafi  atiA  fivwA\ 
D  inhAbit  the  same  niauaion  \  " 
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I  made  no  answer  ;  but  qnickeumg  my  pcice  I  walked  on  i 
silently  and  snllenlj',  till  this  moatimpetnonaof  men,  soatcli- 
ing  my  hand,  whicli  he  grasped  with  violence,  besought  me 
to  forgive  him  with  aach  eiirneatness  of  supplication,  that, 
merely  to  eswipe  his  importunities,  I  was  forced  bo  spenk, 
and  in  some  measure  to  grant  the  pardon  he  requested; 
though  it  wus  accorded  with  a  very  ill  grace  :  bat,  indeed, 
I  knew  not  how  to  resist  the  hnmilitj  of  his  intreatioH :  yet 
never  shall  I  recollect  the  occasion  lie  gave  inc  of  dis- 
pleaBure,  without  feeling  it  renewe<l. 

We  now  soon  arrived  in  the  midst  of  the  general  crowd; 
and,  my  own  safety  being  then  insured,  I  grew  extreinelj 
uneasy  for  the  Miss  Branghtons,  whose  dangev,  however 
imprudently  incurred  by  their  own  folly,  I  too  well  know 
how  to  tremble  for.  To  this  consideration  all  my  pride  of 
heart  yielded,  and  I  determined  to  seek  niy  party  with  th« 
utmost  speed  ;  though  not  without  a  aigh  did  I  recollect  ths 
fruitless  attempt  I  had  made  after  the  opera,,  of  concealing 
from  this  man  my  unfortunate  connections,  which  I  was 
now  obliged  to  make  known. 

I  hastened,  therefore,  to  the  room,  with  a  view  of  send- 
ing yonng  Branghton  to  the  aid  of  hia  sisters.  In  a  T1B17 
short  time  I  perceived  Madame  Duval,  and  the  rest,  look- 
ing at  one  of  the  paintings. 

I  muat  own  to  you  honestly,  my  dear  Sir,  that  an  in- 
voluntary repugnance  seized  me  at  presenting  such  a  sctlo 
Sir  Clement, — he  who  had  been  used  to  see  me  in  parties  m 
different  1 — My  pace  slackened  ae  I  approached  them, — hot 
they  presently  perceived  me. 

"Ah,  MadeikoiseUe !  "  cried  M.  Du  Bois,  "  Que  j'e  furi 
cicBWs  de  vous  voir  !  " 

"  Pray,  Miss,"  cried  Mr.  Brown,  "  where 'b  Miss  Polly  ?  " 

"  Why,  Miss,  you've  been  a  long  wliile  gone,"  said  Mr. 
Branghton;  "we  thought  you'd  been  lost.  Bntwhathave 
you  done  with  your  cousins  ?  " 

I  hesitated,— for  Sir  Clement  regarded  me  with  alookot 
wonder. 

"  Pwrdi,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  I  shan't  let  yon  lea?B 
me  again  in  a  harry.  Why,  hcra  we've  been  in  saofa  ■ 
fright  I — and  all  the  while,!  Biippoae,3otfv«\fteii'CctidiEia't 
lothiag  &boat  the  matter." 
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"  Well,"  said  joang  Branghton,  "as  long  as  Miss  is  coniB 
btLCb,  I  don't  mind;  for  as  to  Bid  Mid  PoU,  they  can  take 
cure  of  themselvefl.  But  the  beat  joke  is,  Mr.  Smith  ia  gone 
all  about  a  looking  for  jon." 

These  speeches  were  made  almost  in  a  breath  :  hut  when, 
at  last,  they  waited  for  an  answer,  I  told  them,  that,  iu 
Nvalking  up  one  of  the  long  alleys,  wo  had  been  frightened 
ajid  separated. 

"  The  long  alleys  !  "  I'epeated  Mr.  Branghton,  "  nnd,  pra,y, 
what  had  yon  to  do  iu  the  long  alleys  ?  why,  to  he  aiue, 
jou  must  all  ot  you  have  had  a  mind  U)  be  affronted  !  " 

This  speech  was  not  more  impertinent  to  me,  than  sur- 
piHsing  to  Sir  Clement,  who  regarded  nit  the  party  with 
evident  astonishnieiit.  Howeyer,  I  told  young  Branghton, 
no  time  ought  to  be  lout,  for  that  his  aistera  might  require 
his  immediate  protection. 

"  But  how  will  they  get  it  P  "  cried  thia  brutal  brother : 
*'  if  they've  a  mind  to  behave  in  each  a  maimer  as  that, 
they  ought  to  protect  tlioniBt'lves;   anil  so  they  nmy  fur 

"  Well,"  said  the  simple  Mr.  Brown,  "  whether  you  go  or 
no,  I  thinlt  I  may  as  well  see  after  Miss  Polly." 

The  father  then  int«rferuig,  inHisted  thnt  hia  aon  should 
accompany  him. ;  and  away  they  went. 

It  was  now  that  Madiime  Duval  first  perceived  Sir  Cle- 
ment; to  whom,  turning  with  a,  look  of  great  displeasure, 
she  angrily  said,  "  Mafoi,  ho  you  are  corned  here,  of  all  the 
(leople  in  the  world ! — I  wonder,  child,  you  would  let  sui-h 
n — aueh  a  person  as  that  keep  company  with  you." 

"  I  am  levy  sorry,  Madam,"  said  Sir  Clement,  in  a  tone 
rif  surprise,  "  if  I  have  been  bo  unfortunate  as  to  offend  you ; 
Ijut  I  believe  you  will  not  rcgrel.  the  Konour  1  now  hnve  of 
Jittending  Misa  Anville,  when  joii  hear  that  I  have  been  so 
happy  aa  to  do  her  some  service." 

Just  aa  Madame  Duval,  with  her  usual  Ma,  foi,  was  be- 
triuning  to  reply,  the  attention  of  Sir  Clement  was  wholly 
drawn  from  her,  by  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Smith,  who, 
roming  auddenly  behind  mo,  and  freely  putting  his  hands  on 
my  ahonlders,  cried,  "  Oho,  my  little  l■nllawa^,Wve\^ti'iSlSi. 
you  at  l»st  ?  I  have  bcnn  scampering  alV  o^et  \.Vb  ^fcii*^* 
far  roil,  fur  I  was  dttermined  to  &nd  30a.,  M  "awv  -wwce. 
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aboTe  gMiind.^Bnt  how  could  yon  be  so  craol  as  to 

I  tnraed.  ronnd  to  him,  and  looked  with  a  degree  of 
tempt  that  I  hoped  would  have  quieted  him  :  but  he  had 
not  the  Benae  to  understand  me ;  and,  attempting  to  take 
my  hand,  he  added,  "  Such  a  demure -looking  lady  as  yon 
are,  who'd  have  thought  of  your  leading  one  such  a  deoceF 
— Como,  now,  don't  bo  bo  coy  ;  only  think  what  a  trouble  1 
have  had  in  running  aftei"  you  !  " 

"  The  trouble,  Sir,"  eaid  I,  "  waa  of  yonr  own  choice,— 
not  mine."  And  I  walked  round  to  the  other  aide  of 
Madame  Daval. 

Perhaps  I  was  too  prond ; — -but  1  could  not  endure  {hit 
Sir  Clement,  wha»e  eyes  followed  him  with  looks  of  On 
moat  snrpriaed  curiosity,  ahonld  witnesa  hia  unwelcome 
familiarity. 

Upon  my  removal  he  came  up  to  me,  and,  in  a  low  voice, 
§ud,  "  Ton  are  not,  then,  with  the  Mirrana  ?  " 

"  No,  Sir." 

"  And,  pray, — may  I  aek, — have  yon  left  thera  long  ?  " 

"  No,  Sir." 

"  How  unfortunate  I  am  ! — but  yesterday  I  sent  to 
acquaint  tho  Captain  I  should  reach  the  Grove  by  to-IIll)^ 
row  noon  !  However,  I  shall  get  away  as  fast  as  poasdUo. 
Shall  you  be  long  in  town  ?" 

"  I  believe  not.,  Sir." 

"And  then,  when  you  leave  it — which  way — will  job 
allow  me  to  ask,  which  way  you  shall  travel  ?  "' 

"  Indeed, — I  don't  know." 

"  Not  know  ! — But  do  you  return  to   the  Miri 
more?" 

"  I— I  can't  tell.  Sir." 

And  then  I  addressed  myself  to  Madame  . 
such  a  pretended  earneafcneaE,  that  he  was  ot 
silent. 

As  he  cannot  but  observe  the  great  change  i; 
tion,  which  he  knows  not  how  to  account  for,  there  ic 
thing  in  all  these  questions,  and  this  unreetrained  ci 
that  I  did  not  expect  from  a  man  who,  when  be  pies 
be  so  well-bred  as  Bir  C\ement^\.\\oi»^tV)Y.     He  m 
posed  to  iliink  that  the  altuTatiou  iu-m^  wi\uy»^'><™ 


isee  sax  altetation  in  his  mmiuers.  It  is  true,  he  hoa  BJwayB 
reated  me  with  nncommcm  freedom,  bnt  never  before  with 
o  disrespectful  &a  abi'upfcneBa.  This  observation,  which  he 
ia.s  given  me  cause  tu  make,  of  hia  cliaiigutg  with  the  tide, 
lae  sank  him  more  in  my  opinion  than  any  other  part  of 
LIB  conduct. 

"Yet  I  could  almost  liave  langhed  when  i  looked  at  Mr. 
jmith,  who  no  sooner  aaw  nie  addressed  by  Sir  Clement, 
baji,  retreating  uloof  from  the  company,  he  seemed  to  lose 
,t  once  all  hia  happy  self- sufficiency  and  conceit :  looking 
low  at  the  baronet,  now  at  himadf ;  sarveying,  with  boitow- 
iil  eyes,  hia  dress ;  struck  with  his  air,  iiis  geatarea,  hia 
iEsy  gaiety,  he  gazed  at  him,  with  enviona  admiration,  and 
eemed  himself,  with  consciouB  inferiority,  to  shrink  into. 
lothing." 

Soon  lifter.  Mr.  Brown,  i-anning  ap  to  us,  called  oat^ 
vhat,  i'n't  Miaa  Polly  come  yet  ?  " 

"  Come,"  said  Mr.  Branghton  ;  "  why,  I  thought  you  wt 
o  fetch  her  yourself,  didn't  you  P  " 

"  Tea,  but  I  couldn't  find  her  ; — yet  I  daresay  I' 
■vei'  half  the  gitrden." 

"  Half  ?  bat  why  did  not  you  go  ovei-  it  all  ?  " 

"  Why,  so  I  will :  but  only  I  thought  I'd  juat 
tee  if  she  was  here  fii'st." 

"  But  where'a  Tom  'r  " 

"  Wiy,  I  don't  know ;  for  he  would  not  stay  with 
«  ever  I  could  say  :  for  we  met  some  young  gentli 
lis  acquaintance,  and  so  he  bid  me  go  and  look  by  myself ; 
or  he  said,  saya  he,  I  can  divert  myttelf  better  another  way, 
ays  he." 

This  account  being  given,  away  again  went  this  silly 
ouug  man;  and  Mr.  Branghton,  extremely  incensed,  said 
le  would  go  and  see  after  them  himself.  , 

"  So,  now,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  he's  gone  too  !  whjrj] 
t  Ihia  r&te,  we  shrill  have  to  wait  for  one  or  other  of  them^ 

jpght ! " 

serving  that  Sir  Clement  seemed  disposed  to  renew 

r.  J'lhosuu  <uiid  thai  Mr.  Hinil!i"»  vulgat  genlilicy  WM  BdniviafeVl 
fed!  •nd  whan  Sir  Clemenl  juiiia  lE«m,  \w  i*i4,  V\i'!ift  ■«"»* 
tt  eaantcer  prodigirmalv  well  raarkefl."^IHa.T!/i)/ Madam*  B 
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his  euquii'iee,  I  tiiriii<d  tow&rds  one  of  tliii  jiaiiitingt*,  i 
pretending  to  be  very  muuh  occapiefl  in  looking  at  it,  m 
M.  Dii  BoiB  aome  questions  concerning  the  figures, 

"  O  !  Mon  Vieti !  "  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  don't  ask  h 
yonr  best  way  ia  to  ask  Mr.  Smith,  for  he's  been  here 
ofteneat.  Come,  Mr.  Smith,  I  dare  say  you  cam  tell  nl 
about  them." 

"  Why,  yes,Mfl'ain,yeB,''Baid  Mr.  Smith:  who,  brigfe 
ing  np  at  this  application,  advanced  towards  us  with  an 
of  assumed  importance,  which,  however,  sat  Tery  unea 
upon  him,  and  begged  to  know  what  he  should  explain  fi] 
"  For  I  have  attended,"  said  he,  "to  all  these  paintings, : 
know  every  thing  in  them  perfectly  well ;  for  I  am  ret 
fond  of  pictures,  Ma'am ;  and,  really,  I  must  say,  I  thii 
pretty  picture  is  a — a  very — ia  ideally  a  very — ia  aomeHh 
very  pretty — " 

"  So  do  I  too,"  said  Madame  Dnval;  "  but  pray  now,  1 
tell  ua  who  that  is  meant  foi',"  pointing  to  a  figure  of  H 

"  That ! — why,  that,  Ma'am,  is,^Lord  bless  me,  I  a 
think  how  I  come  to  be  so  stupid,  but  really  I  have  for 
his  name ; — and  yet,  I  know  it  ae  well  as  my  own  too 
however,  he's  a  Oenei-al,  Ma'am,  they  avo  all  Generals." 

I  aaw  Sir  Clement  bite  hia  lips ;  and,  indeed,  80  4i 

"Well,"  said  Madame  Duval,  "  it's  the  oddest  dreu  ft 
general  ever  I  see  !  " 

"He  seems  so  capital  a  figure,"  said  Sir  Cleraenb,  te' 
Smith,  "  that  I  imagine  he  mast  be  Generaiitevmo  of 
whole  army." 

"Tea,  Sir,  yea,"  answered  Mr.  Smith,  respectfully bowi 
and  highly  delighted  at  being  thus  referred  to,  "  yoB 
perfectly  right; — but  I  cannot  for  my  life  think  of 
name; — perhaps.  Sir,  you  may  remember  it  ?  " 

"No,  really,"  replied  Sir  Clement,  "my  acqaainta 
among  the  generals  is  not  so  eitenBive." 

The  ironical  tone  of  voice  in  which  Sir  Clement  wp 

entirely  disconcerted  Mr.  Smith  ;  who  again  retirinK  ^ 

tumble  distance,  seemed  sensibly  mortified  at  the  ^Ini 

Ilia  attempt  to  recover  Ha  conaeopBiica. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  BrangUton.  veWniei  ■wK'vhvttvi  ■jew 


daughter,  whom  he  had  rescued  from  a  pfti'tj  of  iDsoIeot 
joiing  men ;  but  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  find  the  eldest. 
Mias  Polly  was  really  frightened,  and  declared  she  wonld 
never  go  into  the  dark  walia  again.  Her  father,  leaTong 
her  with  na,  went  in  quest  of  her  sister. 

While  she  was  relating  her  adventTii'es,  to  which  nobo< 
listened  more  attentively  than  Sir  Clement,  we  saw 
Brown  enter  the  room,     "  O,  la  !  "  cried  Miss  Polly, 
me  hide  myself,  and  don't  tell  him  I'm  come." 

She  then  placed  herself  behind  Mudame  Dnval,  in  s 
inner  that  she  conld  not  be  eeen. 
?  So  Miss  Polly  ia  not  come  yet !  "  said  the  si 
veil,  I  can't  think  where  she  can  be  !  I've  been  a  lookii 
I  looking,  and  looking  all  abont,  and  can't  find 
k  do." 

1*  Well,  but,  Mr.  Brown,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "sha'n't 
■  and  look  for  the  lady  again  P  " 

JBf  Yes,  Sir,"  said  he,  sitting  down  ;  "  but  I  must  rett 
Pottle  bit  first.  You  can't  think  how  tired  1  am." 
"0  fie,  Mr.  Brown,  fie,"  oried  Mr.  Smith,  winking  at 
red  of  looking  for  a  lady  I  Gro,  go,  for  ahame  I  " 
P*  So  1  will,  Sir,  presently;  but  yon'd  be  tired  too,  if  you 
1  walked  so  tar :  IjcKides,  I  think  she's  gone  out  of  the 
Linst  have  seen  something  or  othei'  of  her." 
l  he,  he,  he  I   of  the  tittering  Polly,  now  betrayed  bt 

i  this  ingenions  Uttle  wtifice. 
A.t  lost  appeared  Mr.  Branghton  and  Miss  Biddy, 
a  face  of  mixed  anger  and  confusion,  addressing  herael 
le,  said,  "  So,  Miss,  so  you  ran  away  from  meT  Well, 
see  if  I  don't  do  as  niuoh  by  you  some  day  or  other  !  But  I 
thought  how  it  would  be  ;  you'd  no  mind  to  leave  the 

E''  imen,  though  you  mn  away  fi'om  me." 
•raa  ao  mnch  anrprised  at  this  attack,  that  1  could  not 
er  her  for  very  amazement ;  and  she  proceeded  to  tell 
pw  ill  she  had  been  used,  and  thiit  two  young  men  had 
making  ber  walk  up  and  down  the  dark  walks  by 
ftbiolnte  force,  and  sa  fast  as  ever  they  could  tear  her  along ; 
And  maxiy  other  particiila;i's,  which  I  will  not  tii'e  you  with 
relating.  In  conclusion,  looking  at  Mr.  Simi\i,  ^e  ^h^.^ 
.fcto  be  sure,  thoaghb  I,  at  least  al\ftie  ccn&^Ti'j  ""Nii-N*-! 
^  I  little  expected  \o  &a4  ^qm  ^'^^^ 


Knfcto] 
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talking  afl  comfortably  nfl  ever  yon  ciiii.     Howev| 
I  may  thank  my  cousin  for  it !  " 

"  If  yon  mean  ine,  Madam,"  said  1,  very  n 
"  I  am  quite  ignorant  in  what  maiiuei'  1  can   have  be 
accessary  to  your  disti'eaa." 

"  Wby,  by  running  away  so.  If  you'd  stayed  with  ua, '. 
answer  for  it  Mr.  Smith  and  M.  Dn  Boia  would  have  ooi 
to  look  for  U8  ;  but  I  suppose  they  could  not  leave  y( 
ladyship." 

The  folly  and  nnreasonablenesa  of  this  epeech  woi 
admit  of  no  answer.  But  what  a  scene  was  this  for  i 
Olemeut !  his  surprise  was  evident;  and  I  mOBt  aokna 
ledge  my  confusion  was  equally  great. 

We  had  now  to  wait  for  ynnng  Branghton,  who  did  i 
appear  for  some  time  :  and  dnriug  this  interval  it  waaw 
diffionlty  that  I  avoided  Sir  Clement,  who  was  cm  the  r» 
of  curiosity,  and  dying  to  speak  to  me. 

When,  at  last,  the  hopeful  yonth  tetnmed,  a  long  a 
Erightfal  qnarrel  ensued  between  him  and  his  father, 
which  his  sisters  occasiooaHy  joined,  concerning  hia  neglei 
and  he  defended  himself  only  by  a  brutal  mirth,  whioh 
indulged  at  their  eipenae. 

Bveiy  one  now  seemed  inclined  to  depart, — when, 
usual,  a  diapnte  arose  npon  the  u/ay  of  oni'  going,  whetl 
in  a  coach  or  a  boat.  After  much  debating,  it  was  det 
mined  that  we  should  make  two  parties,  one  by  the  w» 
and  the  other  by  land ;  for  Madame  Duval  declared  s 
would  not,  upon  any  account,,  go  into  a  boat  at  night. 

Sir  Clement  then  said,  that  if  she  had  no  carriag* 
waiting,  he  should  be  happy  to  see  her  and  me  safe  home, 
his  was  in  readiness. 

Fury  started  into  her  eyes,  and  passion  inflamed  wn 
feature,  ae  she  answered,  "  Fardi,  no — you  laaj  take  Di 
of  yourself,  if  you  please ;  but  as  to  me,  I  promise  jott 
Bba'n't  trust  myself  with  no  sack  person." 

He  pretended  not  to  comprehend  her  meaning ;  yet^ 

waive  a  discussion,  at'quiesced  in  her  refusal.     The  o(M 

party  fixed  upon,  consisted  of  Madame  Duval,  M.  Dn  B< 

MisB  Branghton,  and  myself. 

T  now  begOD  to  rejoice,  in  ^iiWate.'tWV.&VXeswfcQiKloi 

iiigy    noald    be  neither  seen  nor  Vuo«ti  t-j  ^w  CJ«soj 


We  Boon  met  with,  a  hnckney- coach,  into  wli 
me,  and  f.hen  took  leave. 

Madame  Duval  having'  already  given  the  cimchman  her  I 
dii-ection,  he  monntcil  tlie  box,  imd  we  wei'e  juat  driving  offf  1 
when  Sir  Olemeni  ciclaimed,  "  By  Heaven,  thie  is  the  veiy  J 
coach  I  had  in  waiting  for  myself !  "  '  j 

"  This  eoach,  your  honour  !  "  eaid  the  man  ;  "  no,  that  ft  ll 
i'n't," 

Sir  Clement,  however,  swore  that  it  was ;  and  presently, 
the  man,  begging  hia  pardon,  said  he  had  really  forgotten 
that  he  was  engaged. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  sclieino  occurred  to  hin 


the  moment,  and  that  he  made  ai 
which  indnced  him  to  support  it 
probabUity  that  the  accident  n 
likely  his  ovra  chariot  was  in 

The  man  then  opened  the  c 
advancing  to  it,  said, 
carriage  to  be  had,  or  I 
it  may  be  disagreeable  to  yon 
yon  will  not  get  out,  for  yo  J 
carried  home,  if  you  will  I 

And  so  saying,  ia  he  ji 
M.  Dn  Bois  and  la 
transaction  was  toi 
coBcbman  to  dri 
already  received. 

For  the  first  ten  n 
then,  Madame  1 
exclaimed,  "Ma  J'oi, 


ign  to  the  coa»hman, 
not  the  least 
as  it  is  most 

Clement, 
I  another 

iDger,  I  beg 

before  I  am 

Httleroom." 

I  self  between 

ishment  at  the  whole 

He  then  ordered  tha 

:e  directions  he  had> 

ttered  a,  word ;  anfi! 
able  to  contain  herself, 
one  of  the  most  irapon 


Sir  Clement, 
mei  however, 
possibly  avoid 
attempts  to  atf 
take  the  trouhli 

Madi 
iiersetf 


rebake,  attended  only  to' 

kothing  he  said,  when  I  could 

i  Branghton  made  several 

i,  but  in  vain,  for  he  would  not 

I  her  any  regard. 

f  the  rest  of  the  ride,  addressed 

I  French,  and  in  thai  Ifl-a^aa^ji 

WW  vehemence,  agaVnst  \mASi\i««*.  wiA 


.'  when  I  thoug^it  oat  ^^^vme.^ 
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be  nearly  at  an  end,  for  my  sitoation  was  voi-y  nneufiy  \o 
me,  as  Sir  Clement  perjietnallj  endea.voui'ed  to  take  my 
liand.  I  looked  out  of  the  coach- window,  to  nee  if  w6  wert 
noar  home  :  Sir  Clement,  stooping  oyer  me,  did  the  Bame; 
and  then,  in  a  voice  of  infinite  wonder,  called  out,  "  Where 

the  d— 1  is  the  miin  driving  to  ? ^Wliy  we  are  in  Breed 

Street^  St.  GKIos'b  1 " 

"  0,  he's  veiy  right,"  cried  Mailarae  Dnval,  "  so  now 
ti-onble  your  head  about  that ;  for  I  sba'n't  go  by  no  dirflo 
tiona  of  your'a,  I  promise  yon." 

When,  at  last,  we  stopped  at  an  hosier's  in  IIi.</}i  Halborn, 
— Sir  Clement  said  nothing,  hut  his  eyes,  I  saw,  were  verj 


Y  employed  ii 


ing  the  place,  and  the  sitnatioD  in 

indthere- 

5  for  it  J  and  then  he  took  leave. 

IS  Branghton,  and  Mftdune 

kpartments, 

's  adventure  !  not  one  of  the 

ir  Clement,  who  was  in  high 

mraged  at  moeting  wfili 

I  hia  children ;  the  frolio 

■  i^edod  their  plan,  and  ended 

(v-as  provoked  that  tliero 

^  tired,  and  Mr.  Bim& 

.   acknowledge,  nothing 

1  by  Sir 

■nlgar  in 


be  Borry  tliat  1 
appi-ehension  nl  lus 
VoD  angiy  to  ndmil 
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vility  in  yonng  Rranght.on,  I  nmoh  enspect,  was 
pely  the  result  of  his  iaihor'a  iiommands  ;  but  his  sister 
md  Mr.  Smith,  I  soon  found,  had  motives  of  their  own. 
Scai-ce  had  they  spoken  to  Madume  Dnval,  when,  advancing 
iagerly  to  me,  "  Pray,  Ma'nio,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "  who  wa« 
that  gentlenmn  ?  " 

"Pray,  cousin,"  cried  Miss  Braiighton,  ''was  not 
the  same  gentleman  yon  ran  away  with  that  night  at 
npara  ?  " 

"Goodness!  that  lie  was,"  eaiil  ymiiig:  Iti'nJighton ;  "( 
I  declare,  as  soon  as  over  I  saw  him,  I  thonght  I  knew  his 

"  I'm  sare,  I'll  defy  you  to  forget  liim,"  answered  hia 
sister,  "  if  once  you  had  seen  him  :  fie  is  the  finest  gentl*^ 
man  I  eyer  saw  in  my  life;  don't  yon  think  so, 
Smith  P  " 

■'  Why,  yon  won't  give  the  lady  time  to  speak," 
M  r-,    Smith. — "  Pray,    Ma'am,    what    is    the  ■  gentleman'8 

"  Willoughhy,  Sip." 

"  Willougbby  I    I  think  I  have  heard  the  name 
Ma'am,  is  he  married  P  " 

"  Lord,  no,  that  he  is  not,"  crierl  Mjbh  Branght< 
lookB  too  smart  ty  a  great  deal  for  a  mai 
^Bain,  how  did  yon.  get  acquainted  with 
fePray,  Miss,"  said  jonng  Branghton,  ii 
aat's  his  business  r  " 
Undeed  I  don't  know,"  answered  I. 
iBomet^ing    very  genteel,   I   dare  say,"    added 
bghton,  "  because  he  dresses  so  fine." 
B  It  onght  to  be  something  that  brings 
a  Mr.  Smith  ;  "for  I'm  sure  he  did  not  get  that  suit 
clothes  he  had  on  under  thirty  or  forty  pomida ;  for  I  knoi 
the  price  ot  olothas  pretty  well. — Pray,  Ma'am,  can  yon 
me  wliat  he  has  a-yeaj  P  " 

"  Don't  talk  no  more  aboat  him,"  cried  Madame  Dnval; 
"for  I  don't  like  to  hear  his  name  :  I  believe  he's  one  of 
the  worst  persons  in  the  world  ;  for  thongh  I  never  did  hiiii 
no  manner  ojharm,  nor  so  much  as  \\\iit  a\iBiis  ril'Vtvi'nBaib, 
plow  he  was  an  accomplice  with  ttiftt  icW 
I,  to  t^lie  aw&y  my  life. " 


ling 

was  I 


.e^,  I 


Everyboily,  biit  myself,  now  crowding  Bronnd  Ler  forw 
eiplanation,  a,  violent  rapping  at  tlie  Htreet-dnor  WM  un- 
heard ;  and,  without  any  preyione  notice,  in  the  midst  nf 
her  naiTatian,  Sir  Clement  Willoughby  entered  the  room. 
They  all  started ;  and,  with  lookfl  of  guilty  confasioii, 
as  if  they  feared  his  resentment  for  haTing  listened  to 
Madame  Dnval,  they  scrambled  for  chairs,  and  in  a  mo 
were  all  formally  seated. 

Sir  Clement,  after  a  general  bow,  singling  out  MadaniB 
Dnval,  said  with  his  usual  easiness,  "  I  have  done  myself 
tlie  honour  of  waiting  on  you,  Madame,  to  enquire  if  yon 
have  any  eommands  to  Howard  Grove,  whither  I  am  goiig 
to-morrow  morning." 

Then,  seeing  the  storm  that  gathered  in  her  eyes,  befon 
he  allowed  her  time  to  answer,  he  addressed  himself  to  me; 
- — "  And  if  you.  Madam,  have  any  with  whieh  yon  iriD 
honour  me,  I  shall  be  happy  to  execute  them." 

"None at aU,  Sir." 

"  None  I — not  to  Miss  Mirvan  !— no  message !  no  TetWff! " 

"  T  wrote  to  Miss  Mirvan  yesterday  by  the  post." 

"  My  application  shonld  have  been  earlier,  had  I  soova 
known  your  address." 

"  MO'  foi,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  recovering  from  her 
surprise,  "  I  believe  never  nobody  saw  the  like  of  this !  " 

"  Of  what.  Madam  ?  "  cried  the  undaunted  Sir  Clenient, 
turning  quick  towards  her ;  "  I  hope  no  one  has  ofEendeil 
yon !  " 

"  You  don't  hope  no  such  a  thing  !  "  cried  she,  half 
choked  with  passion,  and  rising  from  her  chair.  This 
motion  was  followed  by  the  rest ;  and  in  a  moment,  bvbiJ 
body  stood  np, 

Still  Sir  Clement  was  not  abashed  ;  affecting  to  maka  S 
bow  of  acknoviledgmsni  to  the  company  ip.  general,  ha  said, 
"  Pray — I  beg — Ladies, — Gentlemen, — pay  don't  lab  im 
disturb  yon,  pray  keep  your  seats. " 

"Pray,  Sir,"  said MiasBi-anghtou, moving achairtowwfdi 
him,  "won't you  sit  down  yiiurself?  " 

"Yon  are  extremely  goiid,  Ma'am: — rather  than  nuki 
anj'  diskarhajice — " 
And  so  saying,  this  Bttajage  man.  acaWiVvms^is^fc.iaiO''- 
,tm  inatant,  every   body  elae,  eTen  lA.eAa.me  "Qviii^  \— ^ 


who,  oyerpfiwered    hy  his  boldresB,  seemed  too  full 
niiemurc. 

He  then,  and  witli  as  iiiueli  coinpoBui'e  fia  if  he  had  been 
an  expected  guest,  begnn  to  diseouTBe  on  the  weather, — its 
uucerlamty, — the  heat  of  the  poblic  places  in  enminer, — 
the  einptineB9  of  tde  town, — ajid  other  aneli  common  topicB. 

Nobody,  however,  answered  him ;  lift'.  Smith  Beemed 
afraid,  yonng'  Branghtoa  aflhamed,  M.  Da  Bois  amazed, 
Madame  Duyal  enraged,  and  myself  ctetermined  not  to 
interfere.  All  that  he  conid  obtain,  was  the  notice  of  Mies 
Branghton,  whose  nods,  BraileB,  and  nttention,  had  some 
appearance  of  entering  into  converBation  with  liim. 

At  length,  growing  tired,  1  suppose,  of  engjging  every 
body's  eyeB,  and  nobody's  tongne,  addresBing  himself  to 
Madame  Dnval  and  to  ma,  he  said,  "  I  regard  myself  aa 
peculiarly  unf  ortiinatfl,  Ladies,  in  having  fired  npon  a  time 
for  m.y   visit   to   Howard   Grova,   when   yon  ' 

from  it." 

"  So  T  snppose.  Sir,  bo  I  sappose,"  cried  Madi 
haatily  rising,  and  the  next  moment  as  hasi.tly  s 
self ; — "  you'll  be  wanting  of  somebody  to  mn.ke  yonr  ganM 
of,  and  so  yon  may  tbink  to  get  ine  there  agnin  j — hut,  I 
promise  jon.  Sir,  yon  won't  find  it  so  easy  n,  matter  to  make 
m.e  a  fool ;  and  besides  that,"  rniaing  her  voice,  "  I've  fonnd 
yon  ont,  I  aesare  yon ;  ho  if  ever  yon  go  to  play  yonr  trieks 
apon  me  again.  111  make  no  more  ado,  bnt  go  directly  to  a 
justice  of  peace ;  so,  Sir,  if  you  oan't  think  of  nothing  but 
making  peopis  ride  about  the  country  at  all  hours  of  lie 
night,  just  for  your  diversion,  why,  you'll  find  I  know  some 
joatices  as  well  as  Justice  Tyrrell." 

Sir  Clement  was  evidently  erabaprasaed  at  this  attack  ; 
yet  he  affected  a  look  of  surprise,  and  protested  ' 
undcratand  her  meaning. 

"  Well,"  cried  she,  "  if  I  don't  wonder  where  people 
get  anch  impudence  I  if  you'U  fifty  that,  you'll  say  any  thinj 
however,  if  you  swear  till  you're  black  in  the  face,  I  sha' 
lielieve  you  ;    for  nobody  sha'n't  persuade  me  ont  of 
aeuaeB,  that  I'm  resolved." 

"  Doubtless  not,  Madam,"  answeicA  bo  vi\fti  sara 
tatiox;  "and  Jiopejou  do  not  suspect  lever  V»A 
inientioB ;  my  reapecb  for  you — " 
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I  "  0,  Sir,  you're  vastlj  polite  all  of  a,  endden  t  bat  I  kno' 

I  wbat.  it's  all  for !  it's  only  for  what  you  can  get ! — Ym 

I  oould  treat  me  like  nobody  at  Howard  Grove ;  but  now  you 

I  see  I've  a  boDse  o£  my  own,  you've  a  mind  to  wheedle  yaut- 

I  self  into  it  i    but  I  eeea  your  design,  bo  yon  needn't  trouble 

I  youi'self  to  take  no  more  trouble  about  that,  for  yon  shall 

I  never  get  notliing  at  my  house, — ^not  so  much  :is  a  dish  of 

I  tea  : — BO  now.  Sir,  you  at*  I  can  play  yon  trici:  for  triok." 

I  There  was  something  bo  extremely  gross  in  this  Bpeeoh, 

I  that  it  even  disooncerted  Sir  Clement,  who  was  too  mueh 

I  confounded  to  make  any  answer. 

I  It  was  curioua  to  observe  the  effect  whioli  his  ombarrafia- 

I  ment,  added  to  the  freedom  with  which  Madame  Dnvnl 

I  addressed  him,  liad  upon  the  rest  of  the  company.     Bverj' 

I  one,  who  before  seemed  at  a  loss  how  or  if  at  all,  to  occttpj' 

I  a  chair,  now  filled  it  with  the  most  easy  cnmpoanre  :    wA 

I  Mr.   Smith,  whose  conntenance  had  exhibited  the  most 

I  striking  picture  of  mortified  envy,  now  began  to  reeoverhii 

I  naaal  expression  of  satisfied  conceit.     Tonng  Branghton, 

I  too,  who  had  been  apparently  awed  by  the  presence  of 

I  so  fine  a  gentleman,  was  again  himself,  rude  and  familiv: 

I  while  his  mouth  was  wide  diateoded  into  n  broad  grin,  st 

I  hearing  Ids  awnl  give  the  heav,  siteh  a  trimming. 

I  Madame    Daval,    enoour^ed   by  this    success,   looked 

I  aronnd  her  with  an  air  of  trlnmph,  and  cnntinaed  hsr 

I  harangue.     "  And  so,  Sii',  I  suppose  yon  thought  to  have 

I  had  it  all  your  own  way,  and  to   hitve  corned   here  U 

I  often  as  you  pleased,  and  to  have  got  me  to  Howard  Grove 

I  again,  on  pui-pose  to  have  served  me  as  you  did  before ;  bat 

I  yon  shall  see  I'm  as  cunning  as  you;    so  yon  may  go  and 

I  find  somebody  else  to  use  in  that  manner,  and  to  put  yonf 

I  mask  on,  and  to  make  a  fool  of;   for  as  to  me,  if  ytn 

I  go  to  tell  me  your  sfcoriea  about  the  Tower  again,  few  » 

I  month  together,  I'll  never  believe 'm  no  more:  andl'Upru- 

I  mise  you.  Sir,  if  you  think  I  like  sucli  jokes,  you'll  find  I'm 

I  no  such  person,'' 

I  "I   assure  yoa.    Ma'am,- — upon  my    honour,- — ^I    fttHf 

I  don't    comprehend— I     fancy    there     is     some 

r  Btaodiag — " 

"  What,  I  suppose  yoa'U  tell  ms  ii«x.^  "S^m 
notbing  at  the  matter  ?  " 


^  Not  a  word,  upon  ray  liononr." 
|0,    Sir   Clemetit,   thought    I,  is    id   thus  jon   pi-lw 

CPariii,"  cried  Madam  Diivnl,  "  thia  is  the  moat  [ 
ingest  part  of  all !    why,  yoo  might  as  well  tell  4 
n't  know  my  own  name." 
'S.fsm  i&  certainly   some  mietuke ;    for   1  aaaure  y(d 

"  Don't  asBuro  me    nothing,"    cried    Madame    Du' 
raising    her   voice;    "I    know    what    I'm   saying,    and 
do  yon  too ;  for  did  not  yoa  tell  me  all  that  abont  the 
Tower,  and  abont  M.  Dn  Boia  ?— why,  M.  Dn  Bois  wasn't 
ir  there,  nor  nigh  it,  and  so  it  was  all  yonr  own 

"  May  there  not  be  two  persons  of  the  same  name 
3  was  but  natural — " 

n't  tell  me  of  no  mistake,  for  it  was  all  on  parpoas  jl 
besides,  did  not  you  come,  all  in  a  mask,  to  tlie  ohariot-door, 
and  help  to  get  me  put  in  that  ditch  ? — I'll  promise  joa, 
I've  had  tiio  greatest  raind  in  tbe  world  to  take  the  law  of 
you  ever  since  ;  and  if  ever  yon  do  as  much  again,  so  I  will, 
I  aeaure  you  !  " 

Here  Miss  Branghton  tittered,  Mr.  Smith  emiled  ci 
tnouely,  and  young  Branghton  thrust  hia  handkerchief  into 
his  month  to  stop  his  laughter. 

The  situation  of  Sir  Clement,  who  saw  all  that  passaa 
becanie  now  very  awkward  even  to  himself,  and  he  etaol 
raered  verymucb  in  saying,  "  Surely,  Madam — snrelyyou— ; 
you  cannot  do  me  the — the  injustice  to  think — that  I  1 
any  share  in  the— tbe — ^the  misfortune  which — " 

"Mafoi,   Sir,"  cried   Madame   Duval,  with   increasing 

riHsion,f! you'd  beut  not  stand  talking  to  me  at  that  rate: 
know  it  was  you  ;  and  if  yoti  stay  there,  a  provoking  ine 
in  sncb  a,  manner,  I'll  send  for  a  constable  this  minut«," 

Young-  Branghton,  at  these  words,  in  spite  of  all  his 
eSoi'tfi,  burst  into  a  loud  laugh;   nor  could  either  his  sialei'^ 
or  Mr.  Smith,  though  with  moi-e  moderation,  fori 
ing  in  his  mirth. 

Sir  Clement  dai-ted  hiu  eyes  towaida  ttieiti  ■«\\.\\  \siO*»^ 
ihe  most  angry  oontempt;  and  tkeu  toVi  ^'■tia-'Qift  ^'^^    - 
tb»t  be    woaJd  not  now  detain  ter  to  tnak©  "\^i.&  -"naaSiK*^ 
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tion,  bnt.  would  wait  on  her  some  time    when 

"  0  Piirdi,  Sii',"  cried  hIib,  "  1  don't  desire  none  of  yow 
company;  imd  if  you  Wiian't  the  moat  boldest  person  in  tho 
world,  yon  would  not  diii-e  ioolc  me  in  the  f^LCe." 

The  ha,  ha,  ha 'a  !  and  he,  he,  he's  !  grew  more  and  more 
nncontrollable,  as  if  the  resti-aint,  from  wliicli  they  had 
burst,  had  added  to  tlieir  Tiolenee.  Sir  Clement  conld  no 
longer  endure  being  the  objeot  who  eicited  tbem ;  and, 
having  no  answer  ready  for  Madame  Duval,  he  hastUj 
stalked  towards  Mr.  Smith  and  young  Branghton,  and 
sternly  demanded  what  tbey  laughed  at  Y 

Strnck  by  the  air  of  importance  wbieh  he  aasamed,  and 
alarmed  at  the  angry  tone  of  his  voice,  their  merriment 
ceased  as  inatantaneonsly  as  if  it  had  been  directed  by 
clock-work ;  and  they  stared  foolishly,  now  at  him,  now  lit 
each  other,  without  making  any  answer  but  a  rimple 
"Nothing,  Sir." 

"0  pour  le  coitp,"  cried  Madsme  Duval,  "this  is  too 
much !  Pray,  Sir,  what  buBiness  have  yon  to  come  here  n 
ordering  people  that  comes  to  see  me  ?  I  Buppoae  next  im- 
body  must  langh  but  youraelf !  " 

"  With  me,  Madam,"  aaJd  Sir  Clement,  bowing,  "  ft  laJij 
may  do  any  thing,  and  conseqaently  there  is  no  liberty  in 
which  I  ahall  not  be  hiippy  to  indulge  you ; — bnt  it  h»* 
never  been  my  custom  to  give  the  same  licence  to  jentleniwi." 

Then,  advancing  to  me,  who  had  aat  very  quietly  on  n 
window  during  this  scone,  he  said,  "  Mies  Anville,  I  may  »t 
least  acquaint  our  friends  at  Howard  Grove  that  I  had  the 
honour  of  leaving  yon  in  good  health."  And  then,  lowering 
his  voice,  he  added,  "  For  Heaven's  sake,  my  deareet 
creatnre,  who  are  these  people  ?  and  how  camS  you  BO 
strangely  situated  ?  " 

"I  beg  my  respccte  to  all  the  family.  Sir,"  answered  I, 
aloud;  "and  1  hope  yon  will  find  them  well." 

He  looked  at  me  reproachfully,  bnt  kissed  my  hand ;  and 
then,  bowing  to  Madame  Daval  and  Miss  Brangbton,  passed 
hastily  by  the  men,  and  made  bis  esit. 

T  tajicy  he  will  not  be  very  eager  totft^e*,!  tvis  visit';  for 
/  sboald  imagine  he  lia£  rtttely,  ii  eTt?    '         '    * 
BituBition  so  awkvvard  and  disftgrcw\b\e 
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Dava]  has  been  all  spirits  and  einltataoii  ever 
ho  went,  and  only  wibIibb  Captain  Mirvan  would  call, 
that  she  might  do  Ike  same  by  him.  Mr.  Smith,  apon  hear- 
ing that  he  was  a  biu'onet,  and  aoeing  him  drive  oS  in  a 
very  beantifril  chariot,  declared  that  he  would  not  have 
laughed  upon  any  account,  bad  lie  known  his  rank;  and 
regretted  extremely  having  mieaed  such  an  opportunity  of 
making  ao  geiUael  an  aaiTMintwitcB.  Yonag  Branghton 
rowed,  that  if  he  had  known  as  much,  he  would  have  (iskad 
for  his  cttdom.:  and  his  Bister  bas  sung  hia  praisee  e' 
pi-oteating  ahe  thought  all  along  he  was  a  man  of  guaUty  M 
hia  look. 


I 

1     ( 


LETTER   XLVni. 


KV£L1NA    IN    CONTIMUATION. 


Juine  21sf.  J 
HE  hist  thi'oe  oveiiinga  have  paaaed  tolerably  quiet,  1 
i  Vauxball  iidventures  had  giveti  Madame  Duval  | 
surfeit  of  public  places  ;  home,  however,  Boon  growin 
tiresome,  she  determined  to-nlgbt,  she  said,  to  relieve  ht. 
eiiitwi  by  some  amneement ;  and  it  was  therefore  BettleS, 
that  we  should  call  upon  tlie  Branghtons  at  their  house, 
and  thence  pi-oceed  to  Marybone  Giirdena. 

Bnt,  before  we  reached  Snow  Hill,  we  were  caught  in  a 
shower  of  rain :  we  hurried  into  the  shop,  where  the  first 
object  I  saw  was  Mr.  Macartney,  with  a.  book  in  his  band, 
seuted  ii^the  same  corner  where  I  saw  him  last;  but  his 
looks  wij«  stilt  more  wretched  than  before,  his  face  yet 
thinner,  and  his  eyes  sunk  almost  hoUow  into  his  head. 
He  lifted  them  up  as  wo  entered,  and  I  even  thought  that 
they  emitted  a  gleam  of  joy :  involuntarily  I  made  to  bint 
my  first  courtesy ;  he  rose  and  bowed  wiib  a  procipitatio 
that  manifested  surprise  and  confusion. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  were  joined  by  all  the  family,  e 
Mr.  Smith,  who  fortunately  was  engagei, 

d  aii  the  futare  proaperity  o£  om  ^■"lea  iB:^Q&'4^''s. 

-'  -  '     '       atlier  of  this  uvcnmg,  "A  aovi\i  a'A,  Vw» 
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b«en  treated  as  a  uabjecb  of  greater  importance.  "  Siin, 
never  any  thing  was  so  nnluckj ! " — "  Lord,  how  provokiiig ! " 
— "  It  might  rain  for  ever,  if  it  would  hold  np  now." — These, 
and  suoh  espreBsione,  with  many  ansdous  observations  upon 
the  kennels,  tilled  up  all  the  conversation  till  the  ehower 
waa  over. 

And  then  a  vei'y  warm  debate  arose,  wbetlier  we  should 
pursue  om-  plan,  or  defer  ifc  to  some  finer  evening'.  The 
MisB  Branghtons  were  for  the  former ;  their  father  was 
sure  it  would  rabi  again  ;  Madame  Unval,  though  she  de- 
tested returning  home,  yet  dreaded  the  dampness  of  tliB 

M.  Du  Bois  then  proposed  going  to  the  top  of  the  houssi 
.0  examine  whether  the  olouda  looked  threatening  or  peace- 
able :  MisB  Branghton,  storting  at  this  proposal,  said  thej 
might  go  to  Mr.  Macartney's  room,  if  they  would,  but  not 
to  her's. 

This  was  enough  for  the  brother ;  who,  with  a  loud  langli, 
declared  he  would  hiive  some  fwn ;  and  immediiitoly  led  the 
way,  calling  to  ua  all  to  follow.  His  sisters  both  ran  after, 
but  no  ODe  else  moved. 

[n  a  few  mirmtes  young  Branghton,  coming  half  wuj' 
down  atairs,  called  out,  "Lord,  why  don't  you  all  come: 
why,  here's  Poll's  things  all  about  the  room !  " 

Mr.  Branghton  then  went;  and  Madame  Duval,  wlio 
cannot  bear  to  be  excluded  from  whatever  is  going  forward, 

,s  handed  up  atjiira  by  M,  Du  Bois. 

I  hesitated  a  few  moments  whether  or  not  to  join  them; 
but,  soon  perceiving  that  Mr.  Macartney  had  dropped  his 
book,  and  that  I  engrossed  bis  whole  attention,  I  prepared, 
from  mere  embarrassment,  to  follow  them,  _ 

As  I  went,  I  heard  him  move  from  bis  chivir,  tftd  waDc 
slowly  after  me.  Believing  that  he  wished  to  speak  to  me, 
and  earnestly  desiring  myself  to  know  if,  by  your  means,  I 
could  possibly  be  of  any  service  to  him,  I  first  slackened  my 
pace,  and  then  turoed  back.  But,  though  I  thna  met  him 
half-way,  he  seemed  to  wantconrageorresolntion  to  addrem 
me  ;  for,  when  he  saw  me  retnming,  with  a  look  extremely 
disordered,  he  retreated  haatil'j  ittnatne. 

Ifot  inowi'ng  what  I  ongtt  to  fto,!  -setit  to  "Ooft  Ai^jftf 
ooi;  where  I  stood  some  time,  bovma^^a  ■"'«A.4\«.  «Woi ' 
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recover  himself;    but,  on  the  contrary,   liis  agitatio 
crciised  every  moment ;   he  walked  np  and  ilovm  the  room 
ill  iit  quick  bat  nnateiuiy  pace,  seeming  equally  diala^S! 
aud  irresolate  ;  ajid,  at  length,  mth  a  deep  sigh,  he  flniij 
liimseif  into  a  thair. 

I  was  eo  mach  afEected  by  the  appcuraace  of 
anguish,  that  I  could  rejiiaJn  no  longer  in  i 
therefore  glided  by  him  and  went  iip  stairs  ;  but,  ere  I  had 
gone  five  steps,  he  precipitately  followed  me,  and,  in  a  broken 
voice,  called  out  "  Madam  ! — for  Heaven's  sake — " 

He  stopped  ;  but  1  instantly  descended,  restraining,  as 
y/el\  as  I  was  able,  the  fulness  of  my  own  concern,  I  waited 
some  time,  in  painful  expectation,  for  his  speaking  ;  all  that 
I  had  heard  of  his  poverty  occurring  to  me,  I  was  upon  the 
point  of  presenting  him  my  purse  ;  but  the  fear  of  mistaking 
or  ofEending  him  deterred  me.  Finding,  however,  that  bu 
continued  silent,  1  ventured  to  say,  "  Did  you— Hir,  wish  to 
Bpeak  to  me  p  " 

"  1  did,"  cried  be   with  qmckness,   "  but 

"  Perhaps,  Sir,  imother  tim6,^perhiLps  if  you  recoUi 
^nirself— " 

^B^  Another  time  ?  "  repeated  he  mournfully  ;  "  alas  ! 
H^  not  forward  but  to  misery  and  despiiir !  " 
~^"0,  Sir,''  cried  1,  eitremuly  shocked,  "yi 
tiilk  thus  ! — -If  you  forsake  yuursel/,  how  can  you  erpect— ' 
I  stopped,  "  Tell  me,  tell  me,"  cried  he,  with  eagemese 
"  who  yoQ  are  ?— -whence  you  come  ?— and  by  what  sti-angt 
meane  you  seem,  to  be  arbitresa  and  ruler  of  the  destiny 
snch  a  wretch  as  I  am  ?  " 

"  Wonld  to  Heaven,"  cried  I,  ''  T  could  serve  yon  ' 
"  You  can  I  " 

"  And  how  ?    Pray  tell  me  how  ?  " 
**  To  toll  yon. — is  death  to  me  !  yet  I  will  tell  yi 
1  right  to  your  assistance, — you  have  deprived 
e  only  resource  to  which  I  could  apply, — and  there^ 

pray  speak,"  cried  I,  putting  my  hand  into  u 
they  will  be  down  stairs  in  a  niQiii.' 
'ill,  Madam. — Can  you— -will  you— V  Oiusitl«a-"^ 
then — "  hesLfpped  aud  pauswi",  "aa'S.  """'i^  ^ 
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— then,  suddenly  tnming  from  me,  "  Gti'eat  Heaven,  1  cat- 
not  speak  !  "  and  he  went  liat'k  to  tlie  shop. 

I  now  pnt  my  pnrse  in  my  httnd,  and  foUowing  him,  said, 
"  If,  indeed,  Sir,  I  cii.u  assist  yon,  wliy  should  you  deny  me 
BO  great  a  Batiafaction  ?    Will  jon  permit  me  to—" 

I  dared  not  go  on;  but  with  a  countenance  very  mocb 
softened,  he  approached  me  and  eaid, "  Tour  voice.  Madam, 
ia  the  voice  of  compassion  ! — such  a  voice  as  these  ears  hare 
long  been  strangers  to  !  " 

Jnst  then  young  Branghton  called  oat  vehemeutly  to  me 
to  come  up  atairs.  I  seized  the  opportunity  of  haateniug 
away  i  and  therefore  saying,  "  Heaven,  Sir,  protect  anj 
comfort  yon !  "  I  let  fall  my  purse  upon  the  groond,  not 
daring  to  present  it  to  him,  and  ran  up  stairs  with  the 
utmost  awiftnesB. 

Too  well  do  I  know  you,  my  ever  honoured  Sir,  to  feai  yoar 
diapleaanre  for  this  action  :  I  must,  however,  assure  yon,  I 
shall  need  no  fresh  supply  during  my  stay  in  town,  as  I 
am  at  little  expense,  and  hope  soon  to  retui'n  to  Howard 

Soon,  did  I  say  !  when  not  a  fortnight  ia  yet  exiiired  uf 
the  long  and  tedious  month  I  must  linger  oat  hecel 

I  had  many  witticisms  to  endure  from  the  BranglitoiB, 
upon  account  of  my  staying  so  long  with  the  Scotch  mopf, 
as  they  call  him  ;  but  I  attended  to  them  veiy  little,  fbrmj 
whole  heart  was  filled  with  pity  and  concern.  I  waa  very 
glad  to  find  the  Marybone  scheme  was  deferred,  another 
ahower  of  rain  having  put  a  stop  to  the  dissension  upon  this 
subject ;  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  employed  in  moat  vio- 
lent quarrelling  between  Miss  Polly  and  her  brother,  on 
account  of  the  discovery  made  by  the  latter  of  the  state  oi 
her  apartment. 

We  came  home  early ;  and  I  have  stolen  from  Madame 
Duval  and  M.  Dii  Boia,  who  is  here  for  ever,  to  write  to 
my  best  friend. 

I  am  most  sincerely  rejoiced,  that  this  opportunity  Itas 
offered  for  my  uoutributing  what  little  relief  was  in  my 
povrer  to  this  unhappy  man  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  sufBoirail 
io  eaabla  iiim  topa^-tuedebtota  this    '''       "      ' 


LKTTBB   XlilX. 

UR,    TU.LIRS   TO   EVELINA. 

Berry  EUL 

■\I8PLEASDKE  ?  my  Evelina!— yon  have  bnt  done 
'  your  duty  ;  you  have  but  shown  that  humanity  with- 
ont  which  I  shoukl  blush  to  own  my  child.  It  is  mine, 
however,  to  see  that  vour  ganerosity  be  not  repressed  by 
yonr  snfEering  from  indnlging  it ;  I  remit  to  j'on,  therefore, 

Eit  merely  a,  token  of  my  approbation,  bnt  an  acknowledg- 
ant  of  my  desire  to  participate  in  your  charity, 
O  my  chUd,  were  my  fortune  eqiml  to  my  confidence  in 
y  benevolence,  with  what  transport  should  I,  through  thy 
metma,  devote  it  to  the  relief  of  indtg^t  virtue  !  yet  let  na 
not  repine  at  the  limitation  of  our  power ;  for  while  our 
bounty  is  proportioned  to  our  abihty,  the  difference  of  the 
greater  or  less  donation  isan  weigh  bufc  little  in  the  scale  of 

In  reading  yonr  accoant  of  the  miagnided  man,  whose 
misery  has  so  lai^ly  excited  yonr  compassion,  I  am  led  to 
apprehend  that  his  unhappy  situation  is  less  the  effect  of 
misfortune  than  of  miscondoot.  If  he  in  reduced  to  that 
state  of  poverty  represented  by  the  llranghtona,  he  should 
Budeavonr,  by  activity  and  industry,  to  retrieve  his  affairs, 
and  not  pass  his  time  in  idle  rending  in  the  very  shop  of  his 
creditor. 

The  pistol  Bceue  made  me  shudder  ;  the  courage  with 
which  yon  pursued  this  despifatc  man,  at  once  delighted 
and  teiTified  me.  Be  ever  thus,  my  dearest  Evelina,  daunt- 
less in  the  cause  of  distress  !  let  no  weak  fears,  no  timid 
doubts,  deter  yon  from  the  exertion  of  yonr  duty,  according 
to  the  fullest  sense  of  it  that  Nature  has  implanted  in  yonr 
raind.  Though  gentleness  and  modesty  are  the  peculiar 
attributes  of  your  sei,  yet  fortitude  and  firmness,  wtuaa. 
ODcasion  demands  them,  are  vii-tnea  as  "Bo\Ab  wsA.  «a  \«^ 
HMBif  in  women  as  in  men  :  the  Tight  \va«  cS:  iicto\-*v'*- *»^ 
^■Rund  toi-  both  seren,  thongb  the  ttirnvTveT  "tn  -w\*\<^v  "■'^  "* 
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pursued  may  somewhat  vaiy,  and  be  rteeommodated'' 
strength  or  weakness  of  the  different  trayellers. 

There  is,  however,  Bomething  so  mTsterioua  in  aJl  jw> 
have  Been  or  heard  of  this  wretched  man,  that  I  am  unwil- 
ling to  stamp  11,  bad  impression  of  his  character  upon  bo 
slight  and  partial  a  knowledge  of  it.  Where  any  lliing  iB 
donbtfnl,  the  ties  of  society,  and  the  laws  of  hamanity, 
claim  a  favourable  interpretation  ;  but  remember,  my  desr 
child,  that  those  of  diacretion  have  an  equal  claim  to  your 
regard. 

Am  to  Sir  Clement  Willoughby,  I  know  i.ot  how  to 
express  my  indignation  at  his  condnot.  Tnaoleuce  bo  in- 
su£erable,  and  the  implication  of  suspiciona  so  shooking, 
irritate  me  to  a  degree  of  wrath,  which  I  hardly  thought 
my  almost  worn-out  passions  were  capable  of  again  ex- 
periencing. Yon  must  converse  with  him  no  more  ;  he 
imagines,  from  the  pliahiliby  of  your  temper,  that  he  maj 
offend  you  with  impnnity;  hut  his  behaviour  justifies,  nay, 
Rails  for  yonr  avowed  resentment;  do  not,  therefore,  hesi- 
tate in  forbidding  him  your  sight. 

The  BranghtouB,  Mr.  Smith,  and  young  Brown,  however 
ill-bred  and  disagi'eeable,  arc  objects  too  contemptible  fcr 
aeiiona  displeaaure :  yet  I  gi-ieve  much  that  my  Evelina 
shonld  be  exposed  to  their  rndeness  and  impertinence. 

The  very  day  that  this  tedious  month  expiree,  I  shall  send 
Mrs.  OHuton  to  town,  who  will  accompany  you  to  How^ 
Orose.  Tear  stay  there  will,  I  hope,  be  short ;  for  I  fed 
daily  an  increasing  impatience  to  fold  my  beloved  child  to 
my  bosom  ! 

Arthur  Villahs. 


LBTTEE.   L. 

KVCLINA    TO   THE    REV.    MR.    V7M.ARS 

Solbom,  June  S 

J  HAVE  just  receivGd,  my  dearest  Sir,  your  kind  f 
3ad  stUl  Jdnder  letter.  Sorely,  never  had  orpl 
Ji'We  to  regret  as  yota  grateful  EveiinsvV  tWu^  -o 
-     tboiigb  woToe  tham  f.ather\eBB,  \wrelt  tton\  \-' 
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Llic  tw(i  &mt  >iaid  gt'eatcet  blessings  at  life,  u 
hiul  eaujie  to  doplore  their  loea ;    never  has  she  felt 
umiflsion   of    a   parent'B    tBridemeaa,   care    oj'    IndaJgeni 
neTer,  but  from  Borrow  for  lliein,  had  reason  to  grieve  at  the 
Bt-paiiitioti !    Most  thankfully  do  I  receive  the  token  of  your 
approbation,  and  most  Btudioualy  will  I  endeavour  so  to 
dispose  of  it,  ss  may  merit  your  generooB  confidence  in  my 
eondnct. 

Yonr  doubtB  concerning  Mr.  Macartney  give  nie  some 
uneasineBB.  Indeed,  Sir,  bo  haa  not  the  appearance  of 
a  man  whose  sorrowe  are  the  effect  of  guilt.  But  I  hope, 
before  I  leave  town,  to  be  better  acquainted  with  his  situa- 
tion, and  enabled,  with  more  certainty  of  his  worth,  to  re- 
commend him  to  your  favonr. 

I  am  very  wilHng  to  relinquish  all  acquaintance  with 
Sir  Clement  Willoughby,  aa  far  as  it  may  depend  npon  my- 
self so  to  do ;  but,  indeed  I  know  not  how  I  should  be  able 
to  absolutely /orit(i  him  ini/  ^iijlii. 

Miss  Mirvan,  in  her  lost  letter,  inf  onus  me  that  he  is  now 
iit  Howard  Grove,  where  he  continues  in  high  favour  with 
the  Captain,  aud  ie'tbe  life  and  spint  of  the  house.     My 
time,  since  I  wrote  last,  has  passed  very  quietly,  Madame 
Duval  having    been  kept  at   home  by  a   bad   cold,   and 
the  BranghtoBS  by  bad  weather.     The  young  majj,  indeed, 
has  called  two  or  three  times  ;    nnd  his  beh^riour,  though 
equally  absurd,  is  more  unaccountable  than  ever  :  he  speaks 
very  little,  takes  hardly  any  notice  of  Madame  Duval,  and 
never  looks  at  me  without  a  broad  grin.     Sometimes  he 
ajiproaches  me,  as  if  with  intention  to  communicate  intelli- 
^'(■ncu  of  importance;    and  then,  suddenly  stoppi" 
laiigliB  mdely  in  my  face. 
^,  O  how  happy  sliall   T  be,  when  the  wurtliy   Mrs,  Clinl 
E^ves! 

^^  yesterday  morning,  Mr.  Smith  called  lo  acquaint  u 
the  Hampsteiid  assembly  was  to  be  lield  that  evening ;  and 
than  he  presented  Madame  Duval    with  oiie   ticket,  Mui. 
brought  another  to  me.     I  thanked  Uim  1m  "toa  'vos.tssA'^       . 
^M2i'£r,  but  told  bim  I  w/is  surprised  'he  '^n<&.  ««  «»3tkjm||J 
^Kim-mjr  having  alrenAy  declhied  goinc  *o  'iIiiB\>«i^-  ^^^| 
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"  Lord,  Ma'am,"  cried  he,  "  how  should.  I  suppose  jon 
was  in  earnest  ?  come,  come,  don't  be  ctobs  ;  here's  joof 
Grandmama  read^  to  take  care  of  yon,  so  yon  can  have  no 
fair  objection,  for  she'll  see  that  I  don't  run  away  with  yon. 
Beaidea,  Ma'am,  I  got  the  tickets  on  purpose." 

"  If  you  were  determined,  Sir,"  said  I,  "  in  making  me 
this  offer,  to  allow  me  no  choice  of  refusal  or  acceptanca,  I 
m.nst  think  myself  less  obliged  to  your  intention  than  I  wiw 
willing  to  do." 

"  Dear  Ma'am,"  cried  he,  "you're  so  smart,  there  is  no 
speaking  to  you  ; — indeed  you  are  monstrous  smart,  Ma'am ! 
but  come,  your  Grandmnmrt  shall  nak  you,  and  then  I  know 
you'll  not  be  so  cruel." 

Madame  Duval  was  very  ready  to  interfere  ;  she  desired 
mo  to  make  no  further  opposition,  said  she  shonld  go  her- 
self, and  Lnaisted  upon  my  accompanying  her.  It  was  in 
vain  that  I  remonstrated  ;  I  only  incurred  her  anger ;  and 
Mr.  Smith  having  given  both  the  tickets  to  Madame  Duval 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  said  he  should  call  early  in  the 
evening,  and  took  leave. 

I  was  much  chagrined  at  being  thus  compelled  to  owe 
even  the  shadow  of  an  obligation  to  so  forward  a  young 
man  ;  but  I  determined  that  nothing  should  prevail  upon 
me  to  dance  with  him,  however  my  refusnl  migM  give 
offence. 

In  the  afternoon,  whrn  he  returned,  it  wus  evident  tint 
he  purposed  to  both  chnrm  and  astonish  me  by  his  appeaf- 
auce  :  ho  wns  dressed  in  a  very  showy  manner,  hut  without 
any  taste ;  and  the  inelegant  smartness  of  his  air  and  de- 
portment, his  visible  sti'uggle  against  education  to  put  on 
the  fine  gentleman,  added  to  his  frequent  conscious  glances 
at  a  dress  to  which  he  was  but  little  accustomed,  very  effec- 
tually destroyed  liis  aim  of  figurhnj,  and  rendered  all  Ids 
efforts  nseless.' 

'  "Ikiwiw Me. Smiili," cried  :Mra. Tlirale,  "very  well, — lalwajvlwvt 
Mm  befure  me  aX  (!ie  Hompsleul  Ball,  dreased  in  a.  wMCe  coot,  aud  > 
lambour  wgistoaat,  worked  [n  gi-een  a!lk.  Ppor  Mr,  Sewurd  1  Mr.  John- 
sou  made  him  so  mad  t'other  day  !  ■  Why,  Seward,"  Buid  be, '  how  OMtt 
yoa  nredreisrd  1  whyyouoiiTy  want  a  tunbonrwaiiiMoat  (nlnohUksMr. 
SmithI'"— Woryfl/AfarfaHFa  fi'^Titoy,  Pari  II.,  Aug.  2;i,  1778. 

"  Uh,  yen  u'e  a  sly  liiUo  rogue :— what  »  Holboum  beau  you  hare 
dmim .'   IIiiiTy  Fjclaing  ncvvr  i\tew  so  %aeA  a  uharaebT !     Bueb  a  6t» 


hiring  tea  entered.  Miss  BriiogliUw  and  her  brother,  1 
B  Horry  to  obaerve  the  consternation  of  the  former,  when 
ahe  perceived  Mr.  Smith.  I  had  intended  apjdyiiig  to  Ker 
for  advice  upon  fcliia  occasion,  bat  had  been  alvraj-s  deterred 
by  her  disagreeable  abriipfueas.  Having  caet  her  eyes 
several  times  from  Sir.  Smith  to  me,  with  manifest  <lis- 
(ileaanre,  she  seated  hei'Belf  sullenly  in  the  -window,  ecarce 
answering  Madanie  Duval's  enqniries  ;  and  when  I  spoke  to 
her,  taming  absolutely  away  from  me. 

Mr,  Smith,  delighted  at  this  mnrk  of  his  importance,  sat 
indolently  qniet  on  his  chair,  endeavouriiig  by  bis  looks 
rather  to  display,  than  to  conceal,  his  inwai'd  satiafaction. 
"  Gi«od  graciona  !  "  cried  yoang  Branghton,  "why,  you're 

{8  fine  as  five-pence  !  Why,  where  are  yon  going  ?  " 
To  the  Hampstead  baU,"  answered  Mr.  Smith. 
To  a  ball  I  "  cried  he,  "  Why,  what,  is  aunt  going  to  a 
P    Ha,  ha,  La!  ^• 
Yes,  to  be  snre,"  cried  Madame  Biival ;  "  1  don't  know 
liiig  need  hinder  me." 
And  pray,  aunt,  will  you  dance  too 
Perhaps  I  niay  ;  but  I  suppose,  Sir,  that's  none  of  yoor 
business,  whether  I  do  or  not." 

"  Lord  I  well,  I  should  Hke  to  go  !  I  should  like  to  see 
annt  danoe  of  aJl  things !  Bnt  the  joke  is,  T  don't  believe 
she'll  get  ever  a  partner." 

"  You're  the  moat  rudest  boy  ever  I  see,"  cried  Madanie 
Duval,  angrily;  "but,  I  promise  yon,  I'll  tell  yonr  father 
what  you  say,  for  I've  no  notion  of  such  vnigaraess." 

"  Why,  Lord,  aunt,  what  are  you  so  angry  for  ?    there's 

no  speaking  a  word,  but  you  fly  into  a  passion  :    you'i'e 

bad  as  Biddy,   or  Poll,  for  that,  for  j'ou're  always  a- 

I  desire,  Tom,"  cried  Miss  Branghton,  "  you'd  speak  for 

■self,  and  not  make  so  free  with  my  name," 

There,  now,  she's  up  !    there's  nothing  l)nt  quarrelling 

the  women ;  it's  my  belief  they  like  it  better  than 

ds  and  drink," 
Yie,  Tom,"  oried  Mr.  Smith,  "  you  never  remember 

-Dh.  JolLK-^.^.  -Viilu  irArlilay't  D™i),'«BS*. 
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bnt  that'H  nothing  to  me. 

e  so  polite  as  to  dnnoe  with 
loud  laugb,  lie  detilared  ii 


your  manners  before  tbe  ladies : 

Tne  speak  bo  mde  <o  them." 
"  Why,  Lord,  ymt  are  a  bean 

So,  ii  yott've  a  mind,  jou  may  I 

aunt  yonraelf."  Then,  with  a 
L  wonld  be  gooifim  to  see  them. 
I  "Let  it  be  never  bo  good,  or  nover  Bobftd,"ci'iBd  MtuJauiB 

I  DnTftl,  "you  won't  seenothin^  of  it,  I  promise  you;  sopraj 
I  don't  let  me  hear  no  more  of  swRh  vulgar  pieces  of  fnii ;  for, 
[      I  afiBitre  yon,  I  don't  lite  it.     And  as  to  my  dajiciag  wiii 

Mr.  Smith,  you  may  see  wonderfuller  things  than  that  Mj 

day  in  the  week." 

"  Why,  as  to  that.  Ma'am,"  sftid  Mr,  Smith,  looking  inuoli 

surprised,  "  I  always  thought  yon  intended  to  piny  at  cardi, 

a.nd  ao  I  thought  to  dance  with  the  young  lady." 

I  gladly  seized  this  opportunity  to  make  my  deolaratioii, 
I      that  I  should  not  dance  et  all. 

I  "  Sfot  dance  at  all !  "    repeated  Miss  Braughton ;    "  yas, 

I      that's  a  likely  mati^r  truly,  when  people  go  to  balls," 
I  "I  wish  she  mayn't,"  said  the  brother ;  "  'canae  then  Mr, 

I  Smith  will  have  nobody  bnt  aunt  for  a  partnGTi  Lord,  \soii 
I     mad  he'll  be  !  " 

I  "0,  as  to  that,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "I  don't  at  id]  fearof 
I     prevailing  with  tihe  yonng  lady,  if  ones  I  get  her  to  #)• 

f  "Indeed,  Sir,"  cried  I,  much  offended  by  his  conwiti 
I  "  you  ai'e  mistaken  ;  and  thei«fore  I  beg  leave  to  ondeoeivt 
I  yon,  as  you  may  be  assured  my  resolution  will  not  alter." 
I  "  Then,  pray,  Miss,  if  it  is  not  impertinent,"  oried  Miffl 

Branghton,  sneeringly,  "  what  do  yon  go  tor  ?  " 

"  Merely  and  solely,"  answered  I,  "  to  comply  with  tiw 
I      request  of  Madame  Duval." 

I  "Miss,"  cried  yonng  Bi-anghton,  '■Bid  only  wishes  it  »8» 

I      she,  for  she  has  cast  a  sheep's  eye  at  Mr,  Smith  this  long 

I  "  Tom,"  cried  the  siaUtr,  rising,  "I've  the  greateit  mind 

I  in  the  world  to  box  yonr  ears !  How  dare  yott  soy  Boch 
I      a  thing  of  me  !  " 

I  "No,  hang  it,  Tom,  no,  that's  vjToiig,"  «a.vd  Mr.  Smttb. 
I  nimpering;  "it  is  indeed,  to  teW  tW  Xai^'e,  b«<«*X»,— ^fc* 
taerer  mind  him,  Miss  Biddy,  tor  \  ■  -"'  ■^-^^■"-vw- 
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"Why,  I  know  Bid  would  give  ber  ears  to  go,"ret:nmofi  1 
e  brother ;  "  bnt  only  Mr.  Smitb  likes  Miss  best, — so  doen 
ereiy  body  else," 

While  the  sister  giiTe  him  a  very  angry  answer,  Mr.  Smitb 
said  to  me  in  a  low  voice,  "  Why  now,  Ma'am,  hovf  canyon, 
he  so  cruel  as  to  be  ao  much  handsomer  than  your  oonsine  ? 
Nobody  can  look  at  them  when  yon  are  by." 

"  Miss,"  cried  young  Branghton,  "  whatever  he  says  to 
yon  don't  mind  him,  for  he  means  no  good ;  I'll  give  yon 
my  word  for  it,  he'O  never  marry  yon  ;  for  he  has  told  me 
again  and  again,  he'll  never  marry  as  long  as  lie  lives;  be- 
sides, if  he'd  any  mind  to  be  married,  there's  Bid  would 
h&Te  had  him  long  ago,  and  thanked  him  too,'' 
^V'  Oome,  come,  Tom,  don't  tell  secrete  ;  you'll  m.ake  tbe 
^Bjes  afraid  of  me :  but  I  assure  yon,"  loweriog  his  voice, 
^HF  I  did  marry,  it  should  be  your  cousin." 
^^'Skottld  be  I— —did  you  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  hear  such  nn- 
anthoriaed  freedom  p  I  looked  at  him  with  a  contempt  I  did 
not  wish  to  repress,  and  wnlked  to  the  other  end  of  the  room.. 
Very  soon  after  Mr.  Smith  sent  for  a  hackney-coach. 
When  I  would  have  taken  leave  of  Miss  Branghton,  ahe 
turned  angrily  from  me,  without  making  any  answer.  She 
soppoaes,  perhaps,  that  I  have  rather  sought,  than  endea- 
vonred  to  avoid,  the  notice  and  civilities  of  this  conceited 
^kogmsQ. 

^HPhe  ban  was  at  the  lavg  room,  at  Hampstead. 
HRhis  room  secniB  very  well  named,  for  I  believe  it  would 
IB  difBcult  to  find  any  other  epithet  whicli  might  with 
propriety  distiaguiBh  it,  as  it  is  without  ornament,  elegance, 
or  any  sort  of  singularity,  and  merely  to  be  marked  by  it's 
length. 

I  was  saved  from  the  importunities  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
beginning  of  the  evening,  by  Madame  Duval's  declaring 
her  intention  to  dnnce  the  two  first  dances  with  him  herself. 
iSx.  Smith's  oLagrin  was  very  evident;   but  as  she  paid  no 
nrd  to  it,  he  wns  neeeseitnted  to  lead  her  out, 
I  was,  however,  by  no  means  pleased,  when  she  said  she 
S  detei-mined  t«  dance  a  minuet.     Ind.oB'J,  1  -»<■»»  *;(ti&». 
DiBberf,  not  having  had  the  leael  \4«a.  ^*  -^KsvAfiVwvi 
mtod  to,  jnnch  less  proposed.  BTich  w\  c«\vOoi^v«^  "^"^j!^* 
-      '"■-  had   Borne    trouble  to   maVe  N«st  S3i!^KO-'o«°» 


known,  as  Ui'.  Smith,  was  rathsp  averse  to  apteaJdng  Lo  the 
master  of  the  ceremoniea, 

Dnrmg  this  minuet,  how  mnoh  did  I  rejoice  in  being 
GiUTonndeii  onlj  with  strtmgers  !   She  danced  in  a  style  h     '4 
uncominon  ;  her  age,  her  showy  dress,  and  an  unnsaal  qtian-     i 
iltj  of  rouge,  drew  upon  her  the  eyea,  aod  I  fear  the  derision,     '< 
of  the  whole  company.     Whom  ahe  danced  with,  I  knmr 
not ;  bnt  Mi'.  Smith  was  so  ilt-bred  aa  to  laugh  at  her  T017 
openly,  and  to  apeak  of  ber  with  aa  mnch  ridicule  ae  was  in 
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his  power.     Bnt  I  woald  neither  look  at,  nor  listen  to  bim,     1 
nor  would  I  suffer  him  to  proceed  with  any  speech  which  to     I 
began,  ezpreasive  of  his  vexation  at  being  forced  to  daan 
with  her.     I  told  him,  very  gravely,  that  oomplainta  upon 
aoch  a  subject  might,  with  leas  impropriety,  be  made  to  evoij 
person  in  the  room  than  to  me. 

When  she  returned  to  na,  slie  diHlj'essetl  me  very  mnclii 
by  asking  what  I  thought  of  her  minuet.  I  spoke  aa  civillj 
as  I  couid ;  bat  the  coldness  of  my  compliment  evidently 
disappointed  her.  Rhe  then  called  upon  Mr.  Smith  to 
secure  a  good  place  among  the  conntry  dancers  ;  and  away 
they  went,  though  not  before  he  had  taken  the  libei-^  to 
say  to  me  in  a  low  voice,  "  I  protest  to  you.  Ma'am,  I  aball 
be  qoite  out  of  countenance,  if  any  of  my  acqmuiitaiioe 
should  see  me  dancing  with  the  old  lady  !  " 

For  a  few  moments  I  very  much  rejoiced  at  being  relieved 
from  this  troublesome  man  ;  but  scarce  had  I  tim.e  to  can- 
gratulate  myself,  before  1  was  accosted  by  another,  who 
begged  the  ftwmir  of  hopping  a  dance  with  me. 

I  told  him  that  I  should  not  dance  at  all ;  but 
proper  to  importune  me,  very  freely,  not  to  be  bo  cmel ; 
I  was  obliged  to  assume  no  little  haughtiness  before  I  conU 
satisfy  bi-m  X  was  serious. 

After  thia  I  was  addressed  much  in  the  same  manner, 
by  several  other  young  men ;  of  whom  the  appearanoe  anil 
language  were  equally  inelegant  and  low-bi-ed  ;  80  that  I 
soon  found  my  situation  was  both  disagreeable  and  improper, 
since,  as  I  waa  quite  alone,  I  fear  I  must  seem  raiher  to 
invite  than  to  forbid  the  offers  and  notice  I  received ;  ftnd 
yet,  so  great  was  my  apprehension  of  this  interpretation, 
that  I  am  sure,  my  dear  Sir,  you.  would  have  lattgbed  lind 
I  ^aa  eeeii  hnw  pi-oadly  grave  I  appeared. 


tnuvA. 

I  knew  not  whetLer  to  be  glad  or  eorry,  when  MadamBij 
CUnyaJ  and  Mr.  Smith  retnraeii.     Tlie  latter  inatantljr  re- 
newed tis  tiresome  intreatieB,  and  Mddame  Davwl  said  alia 
^oald  go  to  the  card-table ;  and  as  booh  aa  she  was  accom- 
Oaodated,  she  desired  us  to  join  tbe  dsincera. 

I  will  not  trouble  yon  witb  the  arguments  which  followed. 
&£r.  Smith  teaaed  me  tUl  I  was  wearj  of  reBistance ;  and  I 
alioold  at  last  have  been  obliged  to  ettbmit,  had  I  not  for- 
tnnately  recollected  the  affair  o£  Mr.  Lovel,  and  told  mj 
fkereecntor,  that  it  was  impossible  I  should  dance  with  him, 
even  if  I  wished  it,  aa  I  had  i-efnsed  aeyeral  persona  in  hia 
abeence. 

He  was  not  contented  with  being  extremely  chagrined; 
l>ut  took  the  liberty,  openly  iind  warmly,  to  expoatolate  with 
Ine  upon  not  having  aaid  I  waa  engaged. 

The  total  disregard  with  which,  involuntarily,  I  heard 
laim,  mode  him  aoon  change  the  anbject.  In  tmth,  I  had 
Tao  power  to  attend  to  him ;  for  all  my  thoughta  were 
occupied  in  re-tracing  the  ti'anBactiona  of  the  two  former 
tails,  ji.t  which  I  had  been  present.  The  party — th 
^eraation — the  company^O  how  great  the  contraat ! 

In  a  short  time,  however,  he  contrived  to  draw  my  afcten* 
taon  to  himself,  by  hia  extreme  impertinence ;  for  he  choa* 
to  expresB  what  he  called  his  adwwation  of  me,  in  terms  M 
open  and  familiar,  that  he  forced  me  to  expresa  my  dia- 
pleasnra  with  Bqna,l  plainness. 

But  how  was  I  surprised,  when  I  found  he  had  tbe 
temerity — what  else  aan  I  call  it  P — to  impute  my  resent- 
Juent  to  doubts  of  hia  honour :  for  he  said,  "  My  dear 
ila'am,  you,  must  lie  a  little  patient ;  I  Rssure  you  I  have 
Ko  bad  designs,  I  have  not  upon  my  word ;  but,  really, 
there  ia  no  resolving  upon  auoh  a  thing  aa  matrimony  all  at 
K>uce ;  what  with  the  loss  of  one's  liberty,  and  what  with 
the  ridicule  of  all  one's  acquaintance, — I  assure  you.  Ma'am, 
^oa  are  the  £xet  lady  who  ever  made  me  even  demur  npou 
tliis  sobject ;  for,  after  all,  my  dear  Mii'am,  marriage  is  the 

"  Youi'  opinion.  Sir,"  answered  I,  "tif  either  the  married 
or  the  single  life,  can  be  of  no  munnei'  of  consequence  to 
onv;  and  t'^rafore  I  would  by  no  men-ns  trouble  yon 
■BtOiua  tlkeir  ilifFerent  merits." 

1^ 
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"  Why,  really,  Ha'»nt,  as  to  your  being  a  little  ont  il 

aorta,  I  must  own  I  can't  wonder  at  it;  for,  to  be 
mairiago  is  all  in  all  with  the  ladies ;  but  with  na  genti 
it's  quite  another  thing !  Now  only  pnt  yonreelf  in  mj 
place ; — suppose  yon  had  such  a  large  acqaaintance  o 
gentlemen  as  I  have, — and  thut  you  bad  always  been  m£» 
to  appear  a  little — a  little  smart  among  them, — why,  naff 
how  should  you  like  to  lot  yourself  down  all  at  once  into 
married  man  ?  " 

I  could  not  tell  what  to  answer ;  so  much  conoeit^  and  t 
muoh  ignorance,  both  aetoniehed  and  silenced  me, 

"  I  assure  you  Ma'am,"  added  he,  "  there  is  not  only  Mis 

Biddy, though  I  should  have  scorned  to  mention  her,  il 

her  Iffother  had  not  blab'd.for  I'm  quite  particular  in  keep 
ittg  ladies'  secrets, — but  there  are  a  great  miiny  other  ladia 

that  have  been  proposed  to  me ; but  I  never  thongU 

twice  of  xaj  of  them,  that  is,  not  in  a  sen'oiH  way  : — soyoi 
may  very  well  bo  prond,"  offering  to  take  my  hand ;  "  fa 
)u,  there  is  nobody  so  likely  to  catch  '  '    ' 


'  cried  I,  drawing  myself  back  as  haughtily  88 1 
oonld,  "  yon  are  totally  mistaken,  if  you  imagine  you  hsw 
given  me  any  pride  I  felt  not  before,  by  this  conversatiom 
on  the  contrary,  yi.m  must  allow  me  to  tell  yon,  I  find  it  W 
hnmiliating  to  hear  with  it  any  longer." 

I  then  placed  myself  behind  the  chuir  of  Madame  Unval 
who,  when  she  heard  of  the  partners  I  had  refused,  plti«3 
my  ignorance  of  the  world,  bnt  no  longer  insisted  upon  B) 

Indeed,  the  extreme  vanity  of  thi«  man,  m»kea  me  exfft 
a  spirit  which  I  did  not,  till  now,  know  that  I  posaeefled: 
bat  I  cannot  endure  that  he  should  think  me  at  his  diapoell' 

The  rest  of  the  evening  passed  very  quietly,  as  Mr,  Smith 
did  not  again  attempt  speaking  to  me ;  except,  indeed,  bAh 
we  had  left  the  room,  and  while  Madame  Duval  was  sei  ' 
herself  in  the  con^^h,  he  said,  in  avoiceof  pi^e,  "Next 
I  take  the  tronble  to  get  any  tickets  for  a  young  lady,  ITl 
make  a  bargain  faefore-hand,  that  she  shiin't  tui- 
io  her  grandmother." 

We  came  home  very  safe  -,  ani  tVMa  eaSsA. 
projected  and  most  disagreeable  oSivkw. 


LETTER   LI. 

:,INA   iS   COKTlNUA'riOK, 

ived  a  most  affecting  letter  from  Mr. 
sartney.     I  will  inclose  it,  my  dear  Sir,  for  your  pera- 


Mr,   ^tacartnel/  to  Mi)s  AnviUe, 

JIPBTBSBD  with  the  deepest,  the  moat  lieai-t felt  sense  of 
e  exalted  humanity  with  which  yoa  have  rescued  from 
iBtmction  an  unhappy  stranger,  allow  me,  with  the  hum- 
jst  gratitude,  to  ofFer  you  my  fervent  acknowledgmente, 
d  to  implore  your  pardon  fortbe  terror  I  have  caused  you. 
Ton  bid  me.  Madam,  live :  I  have  now,  indeed,  a  motive 
L'  life,  since  I  should  not  willingly  quit  the  world,  while  I 
^old  from  the  needy  and  diatresBed  any  xhare  of  that 
J  which  ft  disposition  ao  noble  would  otherwise  bestow 
^them. 
b  benevolence  with  wliiuh  you  have  interested  yourself 
fty  affairs,  induces  mo  to  suppose  yon  would  wish  to  be 
()uiunfced  with  the  cause  of  that  despenition  fi-om  wLicli 
in  snatched  me,  and  the  particulars  of  that  misery  of 
tiich  you  have  so  wonderfully  been  a  witness.     Yet,  as 
*K«xpIanation  wDl  require  that  I  should  divulge  secrets  of 
'8  the  most  delicate,  I  must  intrciit  you  to  regard  them 
even  though  I  forbear  to  mention  the  names  of 
B  concerned. 
B  brought  up  in  Scotland,  though  my  mother,  wlio    ^^ 
e  sole  care  of  me,  was  an  English- woman,  and  had    ^M 
e  relation  in  that  country.     She  devoted  to  me  her   ^M 
i  time.     The  retirement  in  which  we  lived,  and  the     ^ 
Btance  from  our  natural  friends,  she  often  told  me,  were 
e  effect  of  an  unconqnei-ahle  melancholy  with  which  she 
i«  seized  upon  ibe  sudden  losa  of  ray  ta*i\er,  w«aB  "iadib 

tl  was  bom 
lieedeen,  vcbero  I  finished  my  6dui:a.t\.':i-tv,  V  I'.ww^'^  ■»■ 


I 


fnendshtp  with  a  young 
OS  the  chief  huppiness  of 
studies,   I  considered  it 


of  fortune,  wlitch  I  coosit 

but,  when  he  qalttediij 
ly  chief   miafortane 


life 


immediately  prepared,  by  direction  of  his  friends,  to 
the  tour  of  Europe.  As  I  waa  designed  for  tlie  chnrcii,Mi 
had  no  prospect  even  of  maintenance  but  from  my  own  _ 
dttstry,  I  BCflrRe  dared  permit  even  o,  wish  of  accompanyin 
him.  It  is  true,  he  would  joyfully  Lave  home  my  expeno* 
but  my  affection  was  as  free  from,  meanness  as  bis  own;  u 
I  mode  a  determination  the  most  solemn,  never  tc  lesasD' 
dignity  by  suhmitting  to' pecuniary  obligations. 

We  corresponded  witJi  great  regularity,  and  the  nu 
anhonudcd  confidence,  for  the  space  of  two  years,  whoD 
arrived  at  Lyons  in  his  way  home. 

He  wrote  me  thence  the  most  pressing  invitation  to  nil 
him  at  Paris,  where  he  intended  to  remain  some  time.    8]l 
desire  to  comply  with  hia  request,  and  shorten  our  absei 
was  so  earnest,  that  my  mother,  too  indulgent  to  control. 
lent  me  Tvhat  asBistimce  was  in  her  power,  and,  in  an  ill-fit* 
moment,  I  set  out  for  that  capital. 

My  meeting  with  this  dear  friend  was  the  happiest 

of  my  life:  he  introduced  me  to  all  hia  acquaintanoe ,  . 

ao  quickly  did  time  seem  to  pass  at  that  dehghtfnl  perioi 
that  the  six  weeks  T  had  allotted  for  my  stay  were  goift 
ere  I  waa  sensible  I  had  missed  so  many  days.  Bnt  I  miili 
now  own,  that  the  company  of  my  friend  was  not  the  m1* 
subject  of  my  felicity ;  I  became  acquainted  with  a  yossf 
lady,  daughter  of  an  Englishman  of  distinction,  with  viiaS 
I  formed  an  attachment,  wliich  I  liave  a  thousand  tiiBd 
vowed,  a  thousand  times  sincerely  thought,  would  be  laatin 
as  my  life.  She  had  bnt  jast  quitted  a  convent  in  wlu( 
she  had  heen  placed  when  a  child,  and  though  English  ^ 
bifth,  siiB  could  scarcely  speak  her  native  language,  Ev 
person  and  disposition  were  equally  engaging ;  batchieflfl 
adored  her  for  the  gj'eatness  of  the  expectations,  whieh,  iw 
my  sake,  she  was  willing  to  resign. 

When  the  time  for  my  residence  in  Paris  expired,  I  i 

almost  distracted  at  the  idea  of  quitting  her  ;  yet  I  hsid 

the  oourage  to  make  onr  attachment  known  to  her  fatiid, 

who  might  reasonably  form  for  her  anch  views  as  WOiiH 

^Sike  bim  reject,  with  a  cimtevft^rt.  wWcV  1  cwtiW  not  boM  W 


^^Bnk  of,  such  an  offer  as  mine.  Yet  I  had  free  noceus  to 
^^■b  house,  wliore  ehe  ei>emed  to  be  left  Rlmost  wholly  to  the 
^^■idance  of  an  old  servtint,  who  was  my  fast  friend. 
^^■Sat,  to  be  bi-ief,  the  aiidden  and  unexpected  return  of  her 
^^Hber,  one  fatal  afternoon,  proved  the  beginning  of  the 
^^feeerf  which  has  ever  since  devoured  me.  I  doubt  not  bnt 
^^B  liftd  listened  to  our  conversation ;  for  he  darted  into  the 
^^Kim  with  the  rage  of  a  madman.  Heavens  !  what  a  scene 
^^Howed ! — what  abusive  langvag«  did  the  shame  of  a  clan- 
^^■htine  aff fur,  and  thoconsciousnessof  acting  ill,  induce  ms  to 
^^Kok  !  At  length,  however,  his  fury  exceeded  my  patience, 
^^K  called  me  a  beggarly,  cowardly  Scotchman.  Fired  at 
^^K  words,  I  drew  my  aword ;  he,  with  equal  alertness,  drew 
^^B ;  for  he  WiiH  not  an  old  m^n,  hut,  on  the  contraiy,  strong 
^HS  able  as  myself.  In  viiin  his  danghtur  pleaded  ; — in 
^^■En  did  I,  repentant  of  my  anger,  retreat — hia  repi'Oachea 
^^Bitinited;  myself,  my  country,  were  loaded  with  infauiy,  till, 
^^Vlonger  constraining  ray  vage, — wo  fought, — and  he  fell ! 
^^H^t  that  moment  I  could  almost  have  destroyed  myself ! 
^^■e  foung  lady  fainted  with  terror ;  the  old  servant,  drawn 
^^Blta  by  the  noise  of  the  scuffle,  entreated  me  to  escape,  and 
^^Bmiaed  to  bring  intelligence  of  whnt  should  pass  to  my 
^^■U'tmenta.  The  disturbance  which  I  heard  raised  in  the 
^^Bse  obliged  me  to  comply ;  and,  in  a,  state  of  mind  incon- 
^^w^bly  wretched,  I  tore  myself  away. 
^^B[r  mend,  whom  T  found  t\t  home,  soon  discovered  the 
^^R>l6  afTau*.  It  was  near  midnight  before  the  woman  came. 
^^K  told  me  that  her  master  was  living,  nnd  her  young 
^^Bti^esB  restored  to  her  senses.  The  at^olute  necessity  for 
^^Vlteiving  Paris,  while  any  danger  remained,  was  forcibly 
^^Boed  by  my  fi'iend  :  the  servant  promised  to  acquaint  him 
^^BrhateTer  passed,  and  he  to  transmit  to  me  her  informa- 
^^Ki.  Thus  cii'cumstanced,  with  tb^  assistance  of  this  dear 
^Hpnd,  I  e£fect.od  my  departure  from  Paris,  and,  not  long 
^^Kr,  I  returned  to  Scotland.  I  would  fain  have  stopped 
pPthe  way,  that  I  might  have  been  nearer  the  scene  of  all 

ray  concerns  ;  but  the  low  state  of  my  finances  denied  me 

that  satisfaction. 

The   miserable  situation  of  my  roind  was  soon  disco- 

I'ered  by  ray  mother ;  nor  would  she  rest  till  I  coram-uni- 

c;p*^«l  the  cause.     She  heard  my  whoW  Rtoirj  ■wVA\  »."&  *:g&a 


J 


don  which  aakiiiislied  lue;  — Uiei«M?ieof  thcpartieBOOM) 
aeemed  to  slrike  hci-  with  horror : — hut  when  I  aai^ 
fouglil,  wnd  Iwfell; — "  My  boh,"  oried  she,"ymihftT( 
mnrdBTed  youi-  f  eitbei' !  "  and  she  sunk  bre&tliless  at  my 
Oomniaats,  Mnjla.m,  apon  such  n  Bcene  as  tihis,  wooldb 
he  Bapepfinoufi,  and  to  me  agonieing :  I  cannot,  for  boi 
sakea,  be  too  concise.  When  she  recovered,  she  cool 
all  the  particulars  of  a  tale  which  she  liad  hoped  uot 
have  revealed. — Alae !  the  ]os3  she  bad  sustained  ( 
father  was  not  by  death  1 — bound  to  her  by  no  ties  hut 
of  honour,  he  had  volnntarily  deserted  her  l^Her  se 
in  Scotland  was  not  the  effect  of  choici^, — she  waa  bai 
thitlier  by  a  family  but  too  justly  incensed. — Piirdon,Mi 
that  I  cannot  be  more  explicit  1 

My  senses,  in  the  greatness  of  my  misery,  octnal^ 
aook  me,  and,  for  more  than  a  week,  I  was  wholly  deli 
My  unfortunate  mother  was  yet  more  to  be  pitied  ;  il, 
pined  with  unmitigated  sorrow,  et«rnaJly  reproaohinf 
self  for  the  danger  to  which  her  too  strict  silence  hi 
poaed  ine.  When  I  recovered  my  reiison,  my  impatw 
hear  fi'om  Paris  almost  deprived  me  of  it.  agiiin  ;  and  t] 
the  length  of  time  I  waited  for  letters  mifflit  justly  be 
bated  to  uontrary  winds,  I  could  not  bear  the  de]&' 
was  twenty  times  upon  the  point  of  returning  thiliei 
haaarda.  At  length,  however,  sevei-«J  letters  arrit 
once,  and  from  the  most  insupportable  of  my  afflict 
was  then  relieved  j  for  they  acquainted  me  thai  tfcio  h 
of  parricide  were  not  in  i-esorve  for  inc.  They  inf onp 
also,  thnt  as  soon  as  the  wound  was  healed,  a  journey 
be  made  to  England,  where  my  unhappy  sitter  waa  to 
ceived  by  an  aunt,  with  whom  she  was  to  live. 

This  intellijj^ence  somewhat  quieted  the  violence  ■ 
sorrows.  I  instantly  formed  ii  plitu  of  meeting  fcfa 
London,  and,  by  revealing  the  whole  dreadful  stoi^ 
vincing  this  irritated  pai-ent  that  he  had  nothing  m 
apprehend  from  his  daughter's  unfortunate  choioe, 
mother  eonsented,  and  gave  me  a  letter  to  prove  ih« 
of  my  assertions.  As  I  could  but  ill  afford  to  miil[ 
journey,  I  truvelled  in  the  cheapest  wiiy  that  \ 
I  took  an  ohscare  lodging, — -1  neeA  onV,  Ttat 
irbere,  -itnd  I)a;ir(led  with  t\w  ^uov^  "^  ^.'ae^* 


Isingtiislind,  week  aiter  week,  yainly  hoping  for 
[  of  my  fainiby  ;  but  my  impetuosity  had  blinded 
rimpmdence  of  vrbiub  I  waa  guilty  in  qnitting 
0  hastily.  My  mounded  father,  after  his  recovery, 
and  whan  I  had  waited  in  the  most  comfortless 
tor  six  weeks,  my  fi'iend  wi-ote  me  word,  that  the 
as  yet  deferred  for  some  time  longer. 
mceB  were  then  nearly  exLauated ;  and  I  was 
longh  m.oat  unwillingly,  to  beg  further  assistance 
niother,  that  I  might  i-eturn  te  Scotland.  Oh, 
i-my  answer  was  not  from  herself ; — it  was  writ- 
kdy  who  had  long  been  her  companion,  and  ac- 
me that  she  had  been  taken  suddenly  ill  of  a 
d  was  no  more  ! 

ipassionate  nature  of  which  yoa  have  given  snch 
fs,  assures  me  I  need  not,  if  I  could,  paint  to  you 
b  of  a  mind  cverwlielmed  with  snch  accumulated 

\  was  a  letter  to  a  near  rotation,  which  she  had, 
t  illness,  with  much  difficulty,  written  j  and  in 
h  the  strongest  maternal  tenderness,  she  descnbed 
Ible  situation,  and  in  treated  his  interest  to  procure 
lireferment.  Yet  so  sank  was  I  by  misfortime, 
blight  elapsed  before  I  had  the  conrage  or  Bpirit 
(delivering  this  letter.  I  was  then  compelled  to 
\;  To  make  my  appearance  with  some  decency,  I 
Stated  myself  to  fiie  melancholy  taali  of  elianging 
gd  clothes  for  a  suit  of  monming;— and  then  1 
^to  seek  my  relation, 
tfonmed  he  wag  not  in  town, 
B'aperate  situation,  the  pride  of  my  heart,  which 
kkd  ttot  bowed  to  adversity,  gave  way  ;  and  I  de- 
b  intreat  the  aaaistance  of  my  friend,  whose  of- 
bes  1  had  a  thousand  times  rejected.  Yet,  Madam, 
te  to  I'Oot  from  the  mind  ite  favourite  principles  op 
jcaU  tbem  which  jon  pleaaii,  that  Ilingered  another 
iwd  the  resolution  to  eend  away  a  letter,  which  I 
|b  the  death  of  my  independence. 
Ri,  i-educed  lo  my  last  sliilling,  dniiTieA  wvwjW&'iJi.'i 
bis  ot  the  hoase,  and  almoat  'iaimBWftA  wasifci. 
fttor;    and,   witli  a   bciivy  heart,  ieteTOiXMA  "«> 


take  it  to  the  poat-office.  Bnt  Mr.  Branghton.  and  his  t 
suffet'ed  me  not  to  paee  through  their  shop  with  impoail 
they  insnlted  me  grossly,  and  threatened  me  'with  impriec 
inent,  if  I  did  not  immediately  satisfy  their  demands.  Sta 
to  the  Eonl,  I  bid  them  have  but  a  day's  patience,  and  fla 
from,  them  in  a  state  of  mind  too  terrible  for  description, 

My  letter  which  I  now  found  would  be  received  too  b 
to  save  me  from  diEgi'ace,  I  tore  into  athousand  pieces ;  a 
floarce  conld  I  refmin  from  putting  axi  inatantaneous, 
unlicensed,  period  to  my  existence. 

In  this  disorder  of  my  aeneof!,  T  formed  the  horrible  plan 
tni-ning  foot-pad ;  for  which  purpose  I  I'ettti'ned  to  my  loi 
ing,  and  collected  whatever  of  my  apparol  I  conld  part  wi( 
which  I  immediately  sold,  and  with  the  produce  pnrohai 
a  brace  of  pistols,  powder  and  shot.  I  hope,  howerer,  j 
will  believe  me,  when  I  most  solemnly  assure  yon,  my  B 
intention  was  to /W^^en  the  passengers  I  should  assault 'id 
these  dangerous  weapons ;  which  I  had  not  loaded  but  in 


a  resolntion,— a  dreadful  one,  I  own,- — to  save  myaey  bi 
an  ignominious  death  ii  seiced.  And,  indeed,  I  thon^ 
that  if  I  could  but  procure  money  sufficient  to  pay  1 


Branghton,  and  make  a  joaraey  to  Scotland,  I  Bhoald  M 
be  able,  by  the  public  papera,  to  discover  whom  I  hoA  i 
jured,  and  to  moke  privat*  retribution. 

But,  Madam,  new  to  every  species  of  villainy,  my  pi 
tnrbation  was  so  great,  that  1  could  with  diflGculty  sappQ 
myself  ;  yet  the  Branghtons  observed  it  not  as  I  pen 
through  the  shop. 

Here  I  etnp  ;- — what  foUowed  is  better  known  toyonrsa 
Bnt  no  time  can  (■\-er  eSace  from  my  memory  that  momei 
when,  in  the  very  acldon  of  preparing  for  my  own  destm 
tion,  or  the  lawless  seizure  of  the  property  of  others,  y( 
rnshed  into  the  i*oom  and  arrested  my  arm ! — It  WM  indel 
an  awful  moment ! — the  hand  of  Providence  seemed  to  il 
tervene  between  me  and  eternity  i  I  beheld  yon  M  I 
angel ! — I  thonght  you  dropt  from  the  clouds ! — The  earli 
indeed,  had  never  presented  to  my  view  a  form  so  oelestial 
— What  wonder,  then,  thataspectaclesoastomBhingBhonJi 
fo  a  man  disordered  iia  I   was,  appear  too  beautifnl  to  1 

Aad  now,  Madnm    that   i  \^^^ve  "^i^oi-med   this  [mnti 


fit,  the  more  gmtoful  one  remains  of  rewarding,  as  f ar  Ba 
in  my  power,  your  generons  goodneBs,  by  assuring  yon 
Bhall  not  be  thrown  away.  Tou  have  awakened  me  to 
eense  of  the  false  pride  by  which  I  have  been  actuated ; — 
pride  wUch,  while  it  Bcomed  asaistance  from  a  fiiend, 
pnpled  not  to  compel  it  from  a  stranger,  though  at  the 
xard  of  reducing  that  Btranger  to  a  eituation  as  destitate 
my  own.  Tct,  oh  !  how  violent  was  the  struggle  wlueh 
re  my  conflicting  soul  ere  I  could  persuade  myself  to 
ifit  by  the  benevolence  which  you  were  so  evidently 
poBed  to  exert  in  my  favour ! 

By  means  of  a  ring,  the  gift  of  my  much -regretted 
ther,  I  have  for  the  present  satisfied  Mr.  Branghton; 
I,  by  means  of  yoar  compasaion,  I  hope  to  support  myself 
let  till  I  hear  froni  my  friend,  to  whom  at  length  1  have 
.tten,  or  till  the  relation  of  my  mother  retui-iis  to  town. 
To  talk  to  yon,  Madam,  of  paying  my  debt,  would  be 
'd  ;  I  never  can !  the  service  you  have  done  mo  exceeds 
power  of  retnm :  you  have  restored  me  to  my  senses ; 
1  have  taught  me  to  eurb  those  pasBions  whicli  bereft  me 
them ;  and,  since  1  cannot  avoid  calamity,  to  bear  it  as  a 
n  !  An  interposition  so  wonderfully  circnniatanced  can 
■er  be  recollected  witliout  benefit.  Tet  allow  me  to  say, 
pecuniary  part  of  my  obligation  must  be  settled  by  my 
t  ability- 

.  am,  Madam,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  and  hear 
r  gratitude, 

Your  obedient, 

and  devoted  humble  servant, 

J.  Maoibinkt. 


i 

earJj  to  wiite  it  to  you,  j 

^^T  Yest«i'dav  it  was  settled  that  we  should  sijewd  ttia  eistti.- 

L.^ J 


LETTER   LII. 

[iINA    IN    CONTINtlATlOH. 


Holbom,  July  1. — 6  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
SIR,  what  an  adventure  hase  I  to  writ©  1 — all  night  it 
occupied  my  thoughts,  and  Is 


ing  in  Marjbone  (jatdeAs,'  where  M.  Torre,  a,  celebratfli 
foreigner,  was  to  exhibit  Bome  fire-works.     The  party 
siEted  of  Madame  Ddts,],  a,ll  the  Branghtoiis,  M.  Du  ^ 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Krown. 

Wo  were  almoat  the  firat  persons  who  entei'ed  the  GftrdeuB, 
Mr.  Branghton  having  deulwed  he  would  tiave  all  ha  eauli 
get  for  his  tnonen,  which,  at  best,  was  only  fooled  awa;  it 
aach  silly  a^id  idle  places. 

We  walked  in  parties,  and  very  mnch  detached  from  out 
another.  Mr.  Brovm  and  Mis.s  Polly  led  the  way  by  them- 
Helvea  ;  Misa  Bi'anghton  and  Mr.  Smith  followed  ;  and  the 
latter  seemed  debermined  to  he  revenged  for  laj  behaTionr 
at  the  ball,  by  transferring  all  his  former  attention  for  me 
to  Miss  Branghton,  who  received  it  with  an  air  of  emits- 
tion ;  and  very  frequently  they  each  of  them,  though  from 
different  motives,  looked  back,  to  discover  wliether  I  ob- 
served their  good  intelligence.  Madame  Duval  walked 
with  M.  Du  Bois,  and  Mr.  Branghton  by  himself ;  but  his 
son  would  willingly  have  attached  himself  wholly  to  me; 
saying  frequently,  "  Come,  Mies,  let's  you  and  I  have  a  litt]e 
fun  together;  you  see  they  have  all  left  us,  so  now  let's 
leave  them."  But  I  begged  to  lie  eseueed,  and  went  to  the 
other  side  of  Madame  Duval. 

This  Garden,  as  it  ia  called,  is  neither  striking  for  mag- 
nificence Dor  for  boan-ty ;  iiud  we  wei«  all  so  doll  and 
languid,  that  I  was  eriremely  glad  when  we  were  sum- 
moned to  the  oi'cheati'a,  upon  the  opening  of  a  concert;  in 
the  course  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  heai-ing  a  coaoerto 
on  the  violin  by  Mr.  Barthelemon,  who  to  me  seemR  aplaysr  I 
of  exquisite  fancy,  feeling,  and  vaiiety. 

When  notice  was  given  ns  that  the  fii'e-worka  were  pre- 
paring, we  hurried  along  to  secure  good  places  for  the  right  j 
but  very  soon  vve  were  so  encircled  and  incommoded  by  lie 
crowd,  that  Mr.  STnitb  proposed  the  ladies  should  make  in- 
terest  for  a  form  to  tond  upon:  this  was  soon  iSectcd; 
and   the  men    than   left  us  to    accommodate   themMlva 


'  XarJ/lebone  Garden,  and  bowlin^gipea.  "7tlL  May,  I66S.  TlM 
we  abroad  to  Marrowbone,  uid  them  wiUked  !□  the  garileD,  the  firal  tin) 
I  ever  was  there,  and  n  pretty  plaoe  iliB,"— Fbpib. 

MoryJeboDe  Gardeus,  after  experiencing  the  caprice  of  pnb&c  Wit  H 
aiacb  as  Ranelagli  or  Vauxhi,ll,  were  finKll?  rhsed  in  1777-8. 


Baying,  they  would  retnm  the  moment  the  eihihi- 

fire-work  was  really  beantifnl;  and  told,  with  won- 
ingenuity,  the  story  of  Orpheus  and  EiirydicB :  bat, 
moment  of  the  fatal  look  which  sepai-ated  them  for 
s-ae  snch  an  explosion  of  fire,  and  so  horrible  a 
lihiit  we  all,  as  of  one  accord,  jumpt  hastily  from  the 
and  ran.  away  some  paces,  fearing  that  we  were  in 
:  of  mischief,  from  the  innnraerable  sparks  of  fire 
glittered  in  tho  air. 
L  moment  or  two  I  neither  knew  uor  considered 
I  had  ran  ;  but  my  recollection  was  soon  awakened 
tranger'a  addressing  me  with,  "  Come  along  with  n 
U,  and  I'll  take  care  of  yon," 

teted  ;  and  then,  to  my  great  teiTor,  perceived  that  I 
tttrnn  all  my  companions,  and  saw  not  one  hnman 
knew !  With  all  the  speed  in  my  power,  and 
fol  of  my  first  fright,  I  hastened  hack  to  the  place  1 
Hft; — bnt  found  the  form  occupied  by  a  new  sot  ' 
Je. 

Bin,  from  side  to  side,  I  looked  for  some  face  I  knew  ; 
tt  myself  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd,  yet  without  party, 
I  or  acquaintance.  I  walked  in  disordered  haste  fi'om 
to  place,  without  knoiving  which  way  to  tnm,  or 
Bf  I  went.  Every  other  moment  I  was  spoken  to  by 
old  and  unfeeling  man  ;  to  whom  my  distress,  which  T 
tmai  be  rery  apparent,  only  furnished  il  pretence  for  I 
Inent  witticisms,  or  free  gallantry, 

a  yoang  ofiicor,  marching  fiercely  np  to  me.  said, 

a  sweet  pretty  oreatnre,  and  I  enlist  yon  in  my 

and  then,  wi^  great  violence,  he  seized  my  hand. 

d  aloud  with  fear ;  and  forcibly  snatching  it  away, 

iastily  np  to  two  ladies,  end  cried,  "  for  Heaven's  sake, 

dies,  afford  me  some  protection  I  " 

IkeOo^  me  with  a  loud  laugh,  but  very  readily  said, 

I  her  walk  between  us  ;  "  and  each  of  them  took  hold 

rm- 

a  da'awling,  ironical  tone  of  voice,  they  asked 
id  frightened  my  UUla  Ladyship  ?    1  told  them  my  ad- 
very  simply,  and  intreated  they  would  hnvB  the 
I  to  assist  me  in  finding  my  fi'itiads.  i 
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0  yea,  to  be  sure,  they  said,  I  should  not  want  for  friends, 
whilst  I  was  with  them.  Mine,  I  said,  would  be  very  gnte- 
ful  for  any  civilities  with  which  they  might  favonr  me. 
But  imagine,  my  dear  Sir,  low  I  must  have  been  con- 
founded, when  I  observed,  that  eveiy  other  word  I  spoke 
produced  a  lond  laugh  !  However,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  t 
conTBTBation,  which  aoon,  to  my  inexpressible  horror,  con- 
vinced me  I  bad  sought  protection  from  inanlt,  of  those  who 
were  themselves  moat  likely  to  offer  it !  You,  my  dearest 
Sir,  I  well  know,  vrill  both  feel  for,  and  pity  my  terror, 
wMoh  I  have  no  words  to  describe. 

Had  I  been  at  liberty,  I  should  have  instantly  ran  amj 
from  them  when  I  nuide  the  shocking  discovery ;  but,  aa 
they  held  me  fast,  that  was  utterly  impossible :  and  snob 
was  my  dreftd  of  their  reaentment  or  abuse  that  I  did  not 
dare  makfl  ^ny  open  attempt  to  escape. 

They  aaked  m.e  a  thousand  questions,  accompanied  by  m 
many  haBooR,  of  who  1  was,  what  I  was,  and  whence  I 
came  ?  My  answers  were  very  incoherent ; — bnt  what,  gooJ 
Heaven,  were  my  emotiona,  when,  a  few  momenta  after- 
wards, I  perceived  advancing  our  way — Lord  OrviUe  ! 

Never  shall  I  forget  what  I  felt  at  that  instant:  had  I, 
indeed,  been  sunk  to  the  guilty  state  which  such  companioiu 
might  lead  him  to  suspect,  I  could  scarce  have  had  feelingi 
more  cruelly  depressing. 

However,  to  my  infinite  joy,  he  passed  us  without  distin- 
gniehing  me  ;  though  I  saw  that  in  a  careless  manner,  lui 
eyes  Burveyed  the  party. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  one  of  these  unhappy  women 
said,  "  Do  you  know  that  young  fellow  ?  " 

Not  thinking  it  possible  she  should  mefin  Lord  OrviUe  bj 
such  a  t«rm,  I  readily  answered,  "  No,  Madam." 

"Why  then,"  answered  she,  "  you  have  a  monstrous  good 
stflie,  for  a  little  country  Miss.'' 

1  now  fonnd  I  had  mistaken  her,  but  was  glad  to  aroid 
an  esplanatioii. 

A  few  minutoa  after,  what  w:ia  my  delight  to  hear  tli* 
voice  of  Mr.  Brown,  who  called  onfc,  "  Lord,  i'n't  that  Hisa 
whnt'fl  her  name  ?  " 

"  Thank  Grod,"  cried  I,  suddenly  springing  bom  tliBni 
lx>th,  "  thank  God,  1  have  found  my  party." 


^BUj*.  Biown  yroB,  however,  alone  ;  and,  nithoat  knowifl^ 
^Hiat  I  did,  I  took  hold  of  hfa  arm.  *U 

^B  "  Lord,  MiaB,"  cried  he,  "  we'^e  had  auoh  a  hunt  yon 
^Kn't  think  !  sums  of  them  ihought  jon.  was  gone  home  : 
^■it  I  says,  Bttya  I,  I  don't  think,  eaya  I,  that  she's  hke  to 
^n  home  all  alone,  aaye  I." 

^C"  So  that  gentlemnn  belongs  to  you,  Miss,  iloea  he  P  " 
H^id  one  of  the  women. 

H[  "  Tea,  Madam,"  answered  I,  "  and  I  now  thank  yon  for 
^Kmr  civility ;  but  aa  1  am  safe,  will  not  give  yon  any 
^Brther  troable." 

^ftl  oourtBied  alightly,  and  would  have  walked  away  ;  but, 
^Boat  nnfortunately,  Madame  Duval  and  the  two  Miss 
^Btanghtoiis  jnat  then  joined  ns. 

^t  They  all  began  to  make  a  thonaand  enquiries  ;  to  which 
^fcbriefly  answered,  that  I  had  been  obliged  to  these  two 
^fcdiee'  for  walking  with  me,  and  would  teU  them  more 
^■lother  time :  for,  though  I  felt  great  comparatiiie  courage, 
^Ewas  yet  too  much  intimidated  liy  their  presence,  to  dare 
^K>  explicit. 

^fc. Nevertheless,  I  ventured  onoe  more  to  wiah  them  good 

^Bght,  and  proposed  seeking  Mr.  Branghton.     Theae  nn- 

^nppy  women  listened  to  all  that  wa^  said  with  a  kind  of 

Hjulona  curiosity,  and  seemed  determined  not  to  take  any 

^fljnt.     But  my  vexation  was  terribly  augmented  when,  after 

having   whispered   something  to   eaoh   other,   they    very 

cavalierly  declared,  that  they  intended  joining  our  party  ! 

and  then,  one  of   them  very  boldly  took  hold  of  my  arm, 

while  the  other,  going  round,  seized  that  of  Mr.  Brown; 

and  thus,  almost  forcibly,  we  were  moved  on  between  them, 

and-  followed  by  Madame  Duval  and  the  Miss  Bvanghtons. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  say  which  was  greatest,  my 

fright,  or  Mr.  Browii's  consternation  ;  who  ventured  not  to 

make  the  least  resistance,  thongh  hia  nneasineas  made  him 

tremble  almost  as  much  as  myself.    I  would  instantly  have 

withdrawn  my  arm  ;    but  it  was  held  ao  tight  I  could  not 

move  it ;    and  poor  Mr.  Brown  was  cb-cumatanced  in  the 

same   manner  on   the  other  side ;    for  I  heard  ln'r"   say, 

"  Lord,  Ma'um,  there's  no  need  to  squeeze  one's  mtu  bo  !  " 

And  this  was  oar  aitnation, — for  we  had  not  taken  fahvcw, 
steps,  when, — 0  Sir, — we  again  met  \iwci  OW"Jia\— ^«^ 
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not  again  did  he  pasB  quietly  by  ua  : — unhappily  I  oangit 
his  eye ; — both  mine  immediately  were  bent  to  the  groniid; 
bat  he  approadhed  me,  and  we  nil  stopped. 

I  then  looked  up.  He  bowed.  Good  God,  with  wluit 
expi'essive  eyes  did  he  regard  me  !  Never  were  sarpriae  nnii 
concern  ao  strongly  marked  : — vea,  ray  dear  Sir,  he  looked 
greatly  concerned;  and  that,  the  remembrance  of  thiit,  is 
the  only  consolation  1  feel  for  an  evening  the  most  painful 
of  my  Hf  e. 

Wiiat  he  first  said  I  know  not;  for,  indeed,  I  seemed  to 
have  neither  ears  nor  nnderatnnding  ;  hut  I  recollect  that  I 
only  courtsied  in  silence.  He  paused  for  an  instant,  as  it 
— I  believe  ho, — as  if  unwilling  to  pass  on;  and  then, 
finding  the  whole  party  detained,  he  again  bowed,  and  took 
leave. 

Indeed,  my  dear  Sb-,  I  thought  I  should  have  fainted  j  so 
great  was  my  emotion,  from  shame,  vexation,  and  a  thou- 
sand other  feelings,  foi-  which  I  have  no  ezprossiona.  I 
abaolntely  tore  myself  from  the  woman's  arm ;  and  tdien, 
diseng^ng  myself  from  tliafc  of  Mi'.  Brown,  I  went  ta 
Madame  Duval,  aod  besought  that  she  would  not  suffer  nu 
to  be  again  parted  from  her. 

I  fancy — that  Lord  Orville  saw  what  passed  ;  for  scarcely 
was  I  at  liberty,  ere  he  returned.  Methonght,  mj  dearSiiy 
the  pleasure,  the  surprise  of  that  moment,  recompensed  me 
for  all  the  chagrin  I  had  before  felt :  for  do  you  not  think, 
that  his  return  manifests,  from  a  character  so  quiet,  so  re- 
served as  Lord  Orville's,  something  like  soHcitnde  in  my 
concerns  ?  sucli  at  least  was  the  interpretation  I  involoD- 
tarily  made  upon  again  seeing  him, 

With  a  politeness  to  which  I  have  been  sometime  very  littlo 
used,  he  apologized  for  retnrmng  ;  and  then  inquired  after 
the  health  of  Mrs.  Mirvan,  ami  the  rest  of  the  How^ 
Grove  family.  The  flattering  conjectnre  which  I  hava 
jast  acknowledged,  had  so  wonderfully  restored  my  spiribii 
that  I  believe  I  never  answered  him  ao  readily,  and  witli 
BO  little  constraint,  Veiy  short,  however,  was  the  durattoa 
of  this  conversation  ;    for  we  were  soon  most  disagreeably 


The  Miee  Braughtons,  thovigh.  t\\6^  ' 
diniely  the  charscterB  of  Uif •" 
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fortunateif  applied,  were,  neverthelees,  so  weak  and  foolish, 
as  merely  to  titter  at  thoir  behavioar.  As  to  Madame 
DnTal,  she  was  for  some  time  so  Btrangoly  imposed  upon, 
that  she  thought  they  wave  two  real  fine  ladies.  Indeed,  it 
is  wonderful  to  see  how  easily  and  how  frequently  she  la  de- 
ceived. Our  disturbance,  however,  arose  from  young  Brown, 
who  was  now  between  the  two  women,  by  whom  his  arms 
wore  absolutely  pinioned  to  hia  sides  :  for  y.  few  m.iQutes  hi* 
complaiats  had  been  only  murmured ;  but  he  now  called  out 
aloud,  "  Goodness,  Ladies,  you  hurt  me  like  any  thing  I 
why,    I    can't    wiilk    at  all,   if    you    keep    pinching  my 

This  speech  raised  a  loud  liiagh  in  the  women,  and 
nidoiibled  the  tittering  of  the  Misa  Branghtous.  For  my 
own  part,  I  was  moat  cruelly  confused ;  while  the  counte- 
nance of  Lord  Orville  manifested  a  sort  of  indignant  aa- 
tonishment  j  and,  from  thnt  moment,  he  spoke  to  me  no 
more  till  he  t«ok  leave. 

Madame  Duval,  who  now  began  to  snspect  her  company, 
proposed  our  taking  the  first  box  we  saw  empty,  be- 
apeakLDg  a  supper,  and  waiting  till  Mr.  BriitLghtou  should 
find  us. 

Miss  Polly  mentioned  one  she  had  remarked,  to  which 
we  all  tui-ned.  Madame  Duval  instantly  seated  herself  ^ 
and  the  two  bold  women,  foi-ciug  the  frightened  Mr.  Brown 
to  go  between  them,  followed  her  example. 

Lord  Oiwille,  with  an  air  of  gravity  that  woonded 
veiy  soul,  then  wished  me  good  night.  I  said  not  a  wordj 
bnt  my  face,  if  it  had  iicy  connection  with  my  heart,  must 
have  looked  melancholy  indeed :  and  so  1  have  some  I'eaaon 
to  believe  it  did  ;  foi'  he  added,  with  much  more  softnesa, 
though  no  leas  dignity,  "  Will  Miss  Anville  allow  me  to  ask 
her  address,  and  to  pay  my  respects  to  her  before  I  leave 

O  how  I  obanged  colour  at  this  uneipected  request  ! — 
f  ytA,  what  was  tiie  moi'tifioation  I  suffered  in  answering, 
UiiJly  Lord,  I  am— in  Holborn  !  " 
■•  He  then  bowed  and  Left  us. 

"'  What,    what    can    he   think   oi  fti\R  a6.Neii\M.\e\   'W* 
sti'ojigefy,  how  oraelly  bn  ve  ail  appea-TSavoea  \jQXTiEi.  ■4j^"™>' 
me  /    Had  I  beea  blessed   with  anj   TpteBBacje  «&  ^'***      I 


should  infitantly  have  explftined  to  him  the  acoident  wlncb 
occasioned  my  being  in  such  terrible  compttny : — but  I  haM 

As  to  the  rest  of  tht)  evening,  I  cannot  relate  the  partiou- 
IttTB  of  what  passed ;  for,  to  yon,  I  only  write,  of  what  1 
think ;  and  I  can  think  of  nothing  but  this  nnforfcnnat*, 
this  diflgracefnl  meeting.  These  two  wretched  women 
contanned  te  torment  us  all,  but  especially  poor  Mr,  Brown, 
who  seemed  to  aSord  them  uncommon  diversion,  till  we 
were  discovered  by  Mr.  Branghton,  who  very  soon  found 
means  to  release  as  from  their  peraecutions,  by  frightening 
them  away.  We  stayed  but  a  short  time  after  they  left  os, 
which  was  all  employed  in  explanation. 

Whatever  may  be  the  construction  which  Lord  Orville 
may  put  upon  this  affair,  to  me  it  cannot  fail  of  being  on- 
favourable  i  to  be  seen — gracious  Heaven  !   to  lio   seen  in 

company  with  two  women   of  such   character ! Ho" 

vainly,  how  proudly  have  I  wished  to  avoid  meeting  bim 
when  only  with  the  Branghtons  and  Madame  Daval ; — but 
now,  how  joyful  should  1  l)e  had  he  seen  me  to  no  greater 
disadvantage  ! — Holbom,  too  !  what  a  direction  !  he  who 
had  always— but  I  will  not  torment  joti,  my  dearest  Sir, 
with  any  more  of  my  mortifying  conjectures  and  apppehmi- 
sions :  perhaps  he  may  call, — aad  then  I  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  to  him  all  the  most  shocking  pari 
of  the  adventure.  And  yet,  as  I  did  not  t«ll  him  at  whoH 
house  I  lived,  he  may  not  Iw  able  to  discover  me ;  I  m^ely 
said,  in  Solbom ;  and  he,  who  I  suppose  saw  my  embarrass- 
ment, forbore  to  ask  any  other  direction. 

WeD,  I  must  take  my  cba.nCB ! 

Yet  let  me,  in  justice  to  Lord  Orville,  and  in  juatioe  to 
the  high  opinion  I  have  always  entertained  of  his  honour 
and  delicacy, — let  me  observe  the  difference  of  bis  behaviour, 
when  nearly  in  the  same  situation,  to  that  of  Sir  Clement 
Willoughby.  He  had,  at  least,  equal  cause  to  deprecitte 
me  in  his  opinion,  and  to  mortify  and  sink  me  in  my  own: 
but  far  different  waa  his  conduct : — —perplexed,  indeed,  he 
looked,  iind  mnch  surprised: — but  it  was  benevolenUy,  not 
witb  msoleoce.  I  am  even  inclined  to  think,  that  ha  could 
not  B0B  a  jonng  creafcnre  vrt-omVfcVtiA.  wj\*!'A-^Vi«ywQ.Sa.* 
Aig-Asrsphere,  appear  BOHadfleT\\y,ao  B^.Twn^f^'S.^  ^°~— 


.far'    ^^ 
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fitllj  filtered  in  her  sitaation,  without  some  pitj  and 
cem.  Bat  whatever  might  be  his  doabte  and  easpicions, 
from  snffering  them  to  influeace  his  behaviour,  he  spoki 
he  looked  with  the  s^me  politeness  and  attention  with 
which  he  had  always  liononred  me  when  oonntenanced  by 
Mrs.  Mirvan, 

Once  again,  let  ma  drop  this  8nb^"eot. 

In  every  mortification,  eveiy  disturbance,  how  gratefnl 
to  my  heajii,  how  sweet  to  my  recollection,  is  the  certainty 
o£  your  never-failing  tenderness,  sympathy,  and  protec- 
tion !  Oh,  Sir,  conld  I  npon  tliis  subject,  conld  I  write  ae 
1  feel,- — how  animated  would  be  the  langnags  of  your 
devoted  Evelina. 


LETTER  Lin. 


Holboi-ii,  Jjib/  Isi. 

LISTLESS,  uneasy,  and  without  cither  spirit  or  oourag 
to  employ  myself,  from  the  time  I  had  finished  mjill 
last  letter,  I  indolently  seated  myself  at  t!io  window,  wheret. 
while  I  waited  Madame  Duval's  summons  to  breakfast,  I 
perceived,  among  the  carnages  which  passed  by,  a  coronet- 
t'oach,  and,  in  a  few  minutee,  from  the  window  of  it.  Lord 
Orville  I  I  instantly  retreated,  but  not,  I  beheve,  unseen ; 
for  the  coach  immediately  drove  up  to  our  door. 

Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  I  must  own  I  was  greatly  agitated : 
the  idea  of  receiving  Lord  Orville  by  myself, — the  know- 
ledge that  his  visit  was  entirely  to  wie,— the  wish  of  ex- 
plaining the  unfortunate  adventure  of  yesterday,— and  the 
mortification  of  my  present  circumatanees,  —~  all  these 
thoughts,  ocewring  to  mo  nearly  at  the  same  time,  oc- 
oaeioned  me  more  anxiety,  confusion,  and  perplexity,  than 
I  can  possibly  express. 

I  believe  he  meant  to  send  up  his  name  ;  bat  the  maid, 

imn^d  to  such  a  ceremony,  forgot  it  tj  ftie-wtt.-j,BSi.6.  oiiJi | 

Hrid  me,  that  a  great  Lord  waa  below,  a.u4  a.«Ra:^  ■«*  *^^^l 
|K^i  aaci,  the  next  zuoment.  he  appealed  VVcaB^i-  ^^^| 


w 


If,  formerly,  when  in  l!ie  circle  of  high  life,  aind  aeons' 
tomed  to  its  manners,  I  so  much  admired  and  distingnialiej  - 
the  grace,  tlie  elegance  of  Lord  Orrille,  think.   Sir,  hu* 

they  must   strike  me  now, now,    when    faa:   remOTei 

from  that  splendid  circle,  I  live  with  those  to  whom  even 
civility  is  unknown,  and  decomm  a  stranger ! 

I  am  anre  1  received  him  very  awkwardly :  depressed  ly 
a  sitnatioB  bo  disagreealilo — conld  I  do  otherwise  ?  "WTwn 
hia  first  enqniries  were  noade,  "  I  thint  mjaelf  very  forta- 
nate,"  he  Haid,  "  in  meeting  with  MIbh  Anville  at  home,  tai 
still  more  bo  in  flnding  her  disengaged." 

I  only  CDQrtaied.  He  then  talked  of  Mrs.  Mirvan,  asked 
how  long  I  had  been  in  town,  nnd  other  such  gener^ 
qnestiona ;  which  happily  ga,ve  me  time  to  recover  from 
my  embarrasBment.  Aftar  which  he  Biiid,  "  If  Miss  Anville 
will  allow  me  the  honoar  oE  sitting  by  her  a  few  minutes 
(for  we  wore  Ijoth  Btanding)  I  will  venture  to  tell  bar 
the  motive  which,  next  to  enquiring  lifter  her  health,  bw 
prompted  mo  to  wait  on  her  thus  early." 

We  were  then  both  seated ;  and,  after  a  whort  pause,  he 
said,  "  How  to  apologize  for  so  great  a  liberty  as  I  am 
upon  the  point  of  taking,  I  know  not;— shaU  I,  therfr' 
fore,  rely  wholly  upon  vinr  goodness,  and  not  apcdogiti 
at  al]  ?  ■' 

I  only  bowed. 

"  I  should  he  extremely  sorry  to  appear  impertinemti— 
yet  hardly  know  how  to  avoid  it." 

"Impertinent!  0.  my  Lord,"  cried  T,  eagerly,  "that,! 
am  sure,  ie  impossible  !  " 

"  Yon  are  very  good,"  answered  he,  "  and  encoui-age  mo 
to  be  ingenuous " 

.Again  he  etopped:  hnt  my  expectation  was  too  grv^ 
(or  speech.  At  last,  without  looking  at  me,  in  a  low 
voice,  and  hesitating  manner,  he  said,  "  Were  thoae  Indte 
with  whom  I  saw  yna  last  night  ever  in  yoiir  company 
before  ?  " 

"  No,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  rising  and  colouring  violently. 
'■  nor  will  they  ever  be  agaia." 

He  rose  too ;  and,  witKan  mt  (A  fbt  losiaH.  wiw 
coDcern,    said,    "  Pardon,  "tAadwrn,   \^ve  ifev^-^lHis 
^aeation   whioh  I  knew  nob  ^o-w  to  \nWofw.ws  >*^ 
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and  for  wbicb  I  have  no  escuae  to  offer  but  mj  respect 
for  Mrs,  liii'vaii,  joined  to  the  HmcereHt  wishes  for  yonT 
happiness  :  yet  I  fear  I  liave  gone  too  far  1  "  .  ', 

"  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  of  your  lordshipV"'] 

fittention,"  said  I ;  "but "  '"  i 

"  Permit  me  to  assure  you,"  cried  he,  finding  I  hesitated, 
"  that  ofBcionanesa  is  not  my  chaj^oteristic ;    and  that  I    ' 
wouJd  by  no  means  have  risked  yonr  diapleaaiire,  had  1  not 
been  fnlly  satisfied  you  were  too  generous  to  be  offended|-  I 
without  a  real  cause  of  oifence."  '* 

"  Offended  !  "  cried  I,  "  no,  my  Lord,  I  am  only  grieved 
^grieved,  indeed  I  to  find  myself  in  a  sitnation  so  nnfortn- ' 
nate  as  to  he  obliged  to  make  explanations,  which  cannot 
but  mortify  and  shock  me." 

"  It  is  I  alone,"  cried  he,  with  some  eagerness,  "  wlio  ai 
shocked,  as  it  is  I  who  deserve  to  be  mortified.  I  seek  n 
Hzplnnation,  for  I  have  no  doubt;  bat  in  mistaking  mi 
U^  Anville  injures  herself  :  allow  mo  therefore,  framklj, '  J 
ajid  openly,  to  tell  yon  the  intention  of  my  visit." 
1  bowed,  and  we  both  returned  to  our  seats. 
"  Iwill  own  myself  to  have  been  greatly  BurpriBod|"c 
tinned  he,  "  when  I  met  you  yesterday  evening,  in  company 
with  two  pei'BOns  who  I  was  sensible  merited  not  the  honour 
of  your  notice :  nor  was  it  easy  for  me  to  oonjectnre  the 
Cjinse  of  your  being  so  situated  ;  yet,  believe  me,  my  incer- 
tdtnde  did  not  for  a  m.oment  ilo  you  injury.  I  wb.b  satisfied 
tha.t  their  characters  must  be  unknown  to  you ;  andl  thought, 
Witt  concern,  of  the  shock  you  wonid  sustain  when  you 
•Hflcovered  their  unwoiihiness.  I  should  not,  however, 
ttpon  so  short  an  acquaintance,  havo  usurped  the  privilege 
of  intimacy,  in  giving  my  unasked  sentiments  upon  so 
delicate  a  subject,  had  I  not  known  that  ci-edulity  is  the 
sister  of  innocence,  and  therefore  feared  you  might  be 
deceived.  A  something  which  1  could  not  resist,  urged  me 
to  the  freedom  I  have  taken  io  caution  yon ;  but  I  s' 
not  easily  forgive  myself  if  I  hijve  boeu  so  unfortunat-e  a 
to  give  you  pain." 

The  piide  which  his  first  question  had  excited,  no 
(4ided  into  delight  and  gratitude ;  and  i  ina^aa'ii.-j  ^<^iAb 
to hizu, .latreZ/ as  Tcould,  the  accident w\iicV\ia&.ow»svao 
my  Joining  the  iiiih.-ifipy  womem*it\i  w\\Dtu\ie\iaA- "nv*^"^**- 


He  listened  with  an  attention  so  fliittBring,  seemeil  so  mucb' 
interested  during  the  recitnl,  and,  when  I  had  done,  thanktd 
in  terms  so  polite,  for  what  he  Wiia  pleased  to  call  laj 
candeBCenaion,  thnt  I  w»s  almost  ashamed  either  to  look  at 
ir  hear  him. 

Soon  Biter  the  maid  came  to  telJ  me,  that  Madn-me  Dut^ 
desired  to  have  breakfast  made  in  her  own  room. 

"  I  fear,"  cried  Lord  Orville,  instantly  rising,  "  that  I 
have  iotraded  upon  your  time  ; — yet  who,  so  situated,  coald 
do  otherwise?"  Then,  taking  my  hand,  "  Will  Miss  Anvills 
iw  mo  thus  to  seal  my  peace  ?  "  he  pressed  it  to  his  lipRi 
and  took  leave. 

Generous,  coble  Lord  Orville  !  how  disinterested  hi 
duct !  bow  delicate  his  whole  hehavionr  !  willing  to  itdviBfl, 
yet  afraid  to  wound  me  ! — Can  I  ever,  in  future,  regret  tie 
adventui'e  I  met  with  at  Maryhone,  since  it  has  been  pre 
ductive  of  a  visit  so  flattering  ?  Had  my  moriafications  bwi 
still  more  humiliating,  my  teiTOra  atill  more  alarming,  such 
V  mark  of  esteem — may  1  »ot  call  it  so  ? — from  LoH 
Orville,  would  have  made  me  ample  amends. 

And  indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  I  require  some  consolation 
my  present  vei-y  disagreeable  situation  ;  for,  since  he  we 
two  incidents  have  happened,  that,  had  not  my  spiiitt 
been  particularly  elated,  would  greatly  have  disconcerted 
ae. 

During  breakfast,  Madame  Duvui,  very  abruptly,  oskedi 
if  I  should  like  to  be  married  ?  and  added,  that  Mr.  Bian^- 
ton  bad  been  proposing  a,  miitch  for  me  with  his  sun. 
Surprised,  and,  I  must  own,  provoked,  I  assured  her  th»l 
in  thinking  of  me,  Mr.  Brangbton  would  very  vainly  1MB 
bis  time. 

"  Why,"  cried  she,  "  I  have  bad  grander  views  for  yon 
myself,  if  once  I  could  get  you  to  Pai'is,  and  make  yon  be 
owned;  but  ii  I  can't  do  that,  and  you  can  do  no  better, 
why,  as  you  are  both  my  relations,  I  think  to  leava  mj 
fortune  between  you ;  and  then,  if  you  marry,  you  nerer 
need  want  for  nothing." 

I  begged  her  not  to  pursue  the  subject,  as,  I  assured  her, 

Mr.  Bnuig'bton  was  totally  disagreeable  to  me ;   bnb  A» 

coalmued  ber  admoniUonB  and  Te&ftct\raiia,  ■m'fiQVjst 

diar^ard  o£  whatever  I  cooli  s,\^B■«ev-    "Sao 


very  peremptorily,  neither  wholly  to  diaconrage,  nor  yet  to  1 
accept  Mr.  Branghton's  o6er,  tUl  she  saw  what  conid  be  | 
Jone  for  Tue ;  the  young  man,  she  added,  had  often  intended  | 
(o  Epaak  to  me  himself,  bat,  not  well  knowing  how  to  intro«  f 
liuce  the  subject,  iie  had  deHivi'd  her  to  pare  the  way  for  ■] 
him. 

I  scrupled  not,  warmly  and  fi-eely,  to  declare  my  aversion 
to  this  proposal ;  but  it  waa  to  no  effect;  she  conclnded, 
jasb  OB  she  had  began,  by  saying,  that  I  ahonld  not  htwe 
hiiit,  if  I  cmtld  do  hetter. 

Ifothing,  however,  shall  pci'saade  me  to  listen  to  an^  ■ 
other  person  concerning  this  odious  affair.  T 

My  second  cause  of  uneasiness  ariseH,  very  nnexpeetecUy,  ' 
flora  M,  Du  Bote;  who,  to  my  infinite  sarprise,  upon  Ma- 
iliirae  Daval's  quitting   the  room  after  dinner,  put  into  my 
Hiid  a  note,  and  imuie'liately  left  the  huuau. 

This  note  cojitains  -.ta  ojjeo  declai-ation  of  an  attachment 
tti  me ;  which,  he  saya,  be  should  never  have  presumed  to 
liave  acknowledged,  had  he  not  been  informed  that  Madame 
Duval  destined  my  hand  to  yoirng  Branghton, — a  match 
which  he  cannot  endure  to  tiiink  of.  He  boEeeehes  me 
■  iirnestly  to  pardon  his  temerity;  profeBaes  the  most  in- 
violable respect;  and  commits  hie  fate  to  time,  patience 
and  pity. 

This  conduct  in  M.  Du  Boia  gives  me  real  concern,  as  1 
was  disposed  to  think  very  well  of  him.  It  will  not,  how- 
tver,  be  difBcalt  to  discourage  him ;  and  therefore,  1  shall 
not  acquaint  Madame  Duval  of  his  letter,  as  I  have  r 
to  believe  it  would  greatly  displease  her, 


I 

V^    balance  one  ebort  morning  of  hiippiness  !  I 

yesterday  the  Bianghtcns  pi'oposed  a  party  to  Kenrin.^  J 

t Gardens;  am),  :ik  iisnai.  Madame  DuvaX  ^Tl»\?^«&. vs^m^^^J 


LETTER    LIY. 

LISA   IN    CONTINUATION. 

Jidtj  3rd. 
SIB,  how  much  uneasineBs  most  I  suffer,  to  counter- 


254  itnrUNA.  ^ 

We  went  in  a,  haokney-coacli  tn  PicoadjUy,  and  than  hll 
41  waik  thi'ough  Hyde  Park;  wbich  in  any  other  compaiff 
tvoold  hare  been  delightfnl.  I  was  mnch  pleased  win 
Kensington  Gardens,  and  think  them  infinitely  prefeiaUl 
to  those  of  Vanxhall. 

Young  Branghton  was  extremely  troublesonae  ;  he  in- 
sisted  npon  walking  by  my  eide,  and  talked  with  me  ahnost 
by  compnlaion ;  Loweper,  my  reserve  and  coldness  pre- 
vented his  entering  upon  the  hateful  subject  which  MadfUM 
Dnval  had  prepared  me  to  apprehend.  Once,  indeed,  wlwB 
I  was  accidentally  a  few  yards  before  the  rest,  he  s^d,  "I 
snppose,  MisB,  aunt  has  told  yon  about — you  know  what  ?- 
ha'n't  she,  Misaf  " — Bnt  I  turned  fi'om  him  withontmakii 
any  answer.  Neither  Mr.  Smith  nor  Mr.  Brown  were  i3 
tlie  party ;  and  poor  M.  Du  Bois,  when  he  found  tiiat  I 
avoided  him,  looked  so  melancholy,  that  I  was  really  aonj 
for  him. 

While  we  were  strolling  round  tte  garden,  I  perceived, 
walking  with  a  party  of  ladies  at  some  distance,  Lorf 
Orville  !  I  instantly  retreated  behind  Miss  Branghton,  and 
kept  ont  of  sight  tD!  we  had  passed  him ;  for  I  drea^ 
being  seen  fay  him  again  iu  a  pnhUo  walk  with  a  party  of 
which  I  was  ashamed. 

Happily  I  succeeded  in  my  design,  and  saw  no  zataett 
him  ;  for  a  sadden  and  violent  shower  of  rain  made  nt 
hasten  out  of  tht>  gardens.     We  ran  till  we  came  to  a  ton 
green-shop,  where  we  begged  shelter.     Here  we  foimd  oi 
selves  in  company  with  two  footmen,  whom  the  ram  hd 
driven  into  the  shop.     Their  lively  I  thought  I  had  bdo» 
seen ;  and,  upon  looking  from  the  window,  I  perceived  tiw 
same  upon  a  coachman  belonging  to  a  can'iage,  which  I 
immediately  recollected  to  be  Lord  Orville's. 

Fearing  to  be  known,  I  whispei'ed  Miss  Branghton  nM 
to  speak  my  name.  Had  I  considered  but  a  moment  I 
should  have  been  Beiisible  of  the  inntility  of  such  a,  cantjon, 
since  not  one  of  the  party  call  mc  by  any  other  appeUatbn 
than  that  of  Ooutin  or  of  Miss ;  but  I  am  perpetnallj  in- 
volved in  some  disti'ess  r>r  dilemma  from  my  own  heeAea^ 

Titsrequefit  eicitudverj  sUo-agV^  Kcv  ^.tti'iosity:  andi 
nttackvd  uic  with  sncli  uuguvueaa  aQi\i\m\V-ie'i».c/l  eat^ 


that  I  could  not  avoid  telling'  her  the  reaBon  of  my  making 
it,  and,  conseqnently,  tliat  I  was  known  to  Loi'd  Orville : 
an  acknowledgmeiit  which  proved  the  most  rnifCH'ttinate  in 
[  he  world ;  foT  she  would  not  rest  till  she  had  drawn  from 
me  the  circurastancea  attending  ray  first  mnking  the  ac- 
qnftintance.  Then,  calling  to  her  sister,  she  said.  "  Lord, 
Polly,  only  thini: !    Miss  has  danced  with  a  Lord  !  " 

"  Well,"  cried  I'oUy,  "  tlmt's  a  thing;  I  should  never 
have  tlionght  of  !  And  pray.  Miss,  what  did  he  say  to  yon  ?  " 
This  qnsRtion  waa  much  loouer  asked  than  answei-ed ; 
.ind  they  both  became  so  verj'  inquisitive  and  earnest,  that 
they  soon  drew  the  attention  of  Madame  Dnval  and  the 
vest  of  the  party;  to  whom,  in  a  very  short  time,  they 
repeated  all  they  had  gathered  from  me, 

"Goodness,  then,"  cried  young  Bi-anghtoo,  "if  I  was 
Mies,  if  I  wonld  not  make  free  with  his  Lordship's  coach, 
to  take  me  to  town." 

"  Why,  ay,"  said  the  father,  "  there  would  be  Bom.e  sense 
in  that;  that  would  be  making  some  use  of  a  Lord's  ac- 
quaintance, for  it  wonld  save  ub  coach-hire." 

"  Lord,  Misa,"  cried  Polly,  "  I  wish  yon  would  |  for  I 
ehould  like  of  all  things  to  ride  in  a  coronet- coach." 

"  I  promise  yon,"  said  Madame  Dnval,  "  I'm  glad  you've 
thought  of  it,  for  I  don't  see  no  objection  ; — so  let's  have 
the  coachmEui  called." 

"Not  for  the  world,"  cried  I,  very  much  alarmed:  "in- 
deed it  is  utterly  impossible." 

"  Why  so  ?  "  demanded  Mr.  Branghton  :  "  pray,  where's 
the  good  of  your  knowing  o.  Lord,  if  you're  never  the  better 
for  him  F  " 

"Mafal,  child,"  said  Madame  Duyq.I,  "you  don't  know 
no  more  of  the  world  than  if  you  was  a  baby.  Pray,  Sir, 
(to  one  of  the  footmen)  toll  that  coachman  to  draw  up,  for 
I  wants  to  speak  to  him," 

The  man  stared,  but  did  not  move.  "  Pray,  pray,  Ma- 
dame," Baid  I,  "  pray,  Mr.  Bi'anghton,  have  the  goodness  to 
give  up  this  plan  ;  I  know  but  very  little  of  his  Lordship, 
mid  cimnot,  upon  any  account,  take  no  great  a  liberty," 

"  Don't  say  nothing  about  it,"  said  Madame  Duval,  "  f— 
I  shall  have  it  my  own  way  :    so,  ii  ijou  -wovi't  «£!. 
wacbn'an,  Sir,  I'll  promise  yon  I'U  ca\i  tuQ  Ta-5ael&" 


•^ 


2M  SVSLINA. 

The  lootmnn,  very  impertinently,  laughed  and  tanM 
upon  his  heel.  Madame  Duval,  extremely  ii-i-itated.,  n 
in  the  rain,  and  beckoned  the  coachtaui,  who  iziatantb 
obeyed  her  aummouB.  Shocked  beyond  all  expresaion, 
flew  after  her,  and  entreated  her,  -with  the  ntmost  eamss 
neas,  to  let  na  return  in  n  hackney  coach  : — but,  oh  ! — b) 
is  impenetrable  to  persuasioD  t  She  told  the  man  she  wanted 
hiTi  to  cai'ry  her  directly  to  town,  and  that  she  wonii 
answer  for  him  to  Lord  Orville.  The  man,  with  a  anew, 
thanked  her,  but  said  he  should  answer  for  himseli ; 
was  driving  off ;  wlien  another  footman  came  up  to  liiis, 
with  information  that  hie  Lord  wafi  gone  into  Kensingl) 
Palace,  and  would  not  want  him  for  an  honr  or  two. 

"  Why,  then,  friend,"  said  Mr.  Branghton  (for  we  we 
followed  by  all  the  party),  "  where  will  be  the  great  harm  i 
vonr  tilting  us  to  town  ?  " 

"  Besides,"  said  the  son,  "  I'll  promise  yon  a  pot  of  beef 
for  my  own  share." 

These  speeches  had  no  otber  answer  from  the  ooaehmM 
than  a  loud  langh,  which  was  echoed  by  the  insolent  foot- 
men.  I  rejoiced  at  their  resistance ;  thoagh  I  was  oertain 
that,  if  their  Lord  had  witnessed  their  impertinence,  tbef 
would  have  been  instantly  dismissed  hia  aervice. 

"  Fardi,"  cried  Madame  Duval,  "  if  I  don't  think  all  tin 
footmen  are  the  most  impndentest  fellows  in  the  Idngdmn! 
But  I'U  promise  yoa  I'll  have  your  master  told  of  yooTBini 
60  you'll  get  no  good  by  'em." 

"  Wliy,  pi^yi"  said  the  coachman,  rather  alarmed,  "  diJ 
my  Lord  give  yon  leave  to  nse  the  coach  ?  " 

"It's  no  matter  for  that,"  answered  she;  "I'm  soreii 
he's  a  gentleman,  he'd  let  us  have  it  sooner  than  we  sbooU 
be  wet  to  the  skin  ;  but  I'll  promise  yoa  he  shall  know  kw 
saucy  you've  been,  for  tliie  young  lady  knows  him  jkJ 

"Ay,  that  she  does,"  said  Miss  Polly;  "and  <brt 
danced  with  him  too." 

Oh,  how  I  repented  my  foolish  mismanagement!  Ih 
men  bit  tiieir  lips,  and  looked  at  one  another  in  some 
fusion.  This  was  perceived  by  onr  party  ;  who,  t 
adrantege  of  it,  protested  t\iej  would  write  Jjord  OrTillf 
royrf  of   their    ill   be\iPv\ovi.r    ■wMWa't.   ie\a,-^.    "^^i*  is^ 


itartled  them  ;  and  one  of  the  footmen  offered  to  n 
jjulace,  nnd  ask  his  Lord's  perrtiiasion  for  our  haying  t 
liairifige. 

This  propoatil  reiJly  mado  me  Irenilile,  and  the  Bra 
tons  all  liiing  back  upon  it ;  bat  Maditme  Duval  is  never  tj 
be  dissuaded  fi'Din.  a  suheme  she  has  once  formed.      "  U 
ao,"  cried  ehe;  "and  give  this  child's  complimeutii  to  yoi 
tuftBter  J  and  tell  him,  as  we  ha'n't  no  coaoh  here,  t 
be  gliwl  to  go  juat  as  far  as  Holbom  in  his." 

"  No,  no,  no  I  "  oried  I ;  "  dou't  go, — I  know  nothing. 
Ilia  Lordship, — I  send  no  meaattge, — T  have  notlung  fco  s 
to  him  !  " 

The  men,  very  much  perplexed,  could  with    diffioola 
I'ustvain  themselves  from  resuming  their  impertinent  mirt 
Madamo  Duvid  scolded  me  very  imgrilj,  and  then  desLci 
tjiem   to  go  directly.      "  Pray,  then,"   eaid  the  c 
"  what  nitme  is  to  be  given  to  my  Lurd  ?  " 

'■  Anville,"  ajiswered  Maditme  Duval;  "tell  him  Mia 
Anvillu  wants  the  coaeii ;  the  yoTnig  lady  he  danced  t 

I  wiis  i-L-oliy  in  an  agony ;  hnt  the  winda  oould  nob  h 
been  moi'c  d^  to  me,  than  those  to  whom  I  pleaded  I  and 
therefore  the  footman,  urged  by  the  repeated  threats  of 
Madame  Duval,  and  perliapa  recollui:tingtlio  name  hinieelf, 
actually  went  to  the  palace  with  this  strange  message  ! 

Ho  returned  in  a  few  minutes  ;  and,  bowing  to  me  with 
the  greatest  respect,  said,  "My  Lord  desires  his  compliments, 
and  his  carriage  will  be  always  at  Miss  Anville  "a  aervioe." 

I  was  so  much  affected  by  this  politeness,  and  chagrined 
at  the  whole  affair,  that  I  could  scarce  refrain  from,  tears. 
"Madame  Duval,  iind  the  Miss  Branghtons  eagerly  jumped 
into  the  coach,  and  desired  me  to  follow.  I  would  ratbei' 
have  submitted  to  the  sovorost  punishment;  but  all  resis- 

During  the  whole  ride  I  said  not  a  word ;  however,  the  | 

rest  of  the  party  were  ao  ta.lkative,  that  my  silence  was  very 
immateriiil.  We  stopped  at  our  lodgings ;  but,  when 
Madame  Duval  and  I  alighted,  the  Branghtons  asked  if 
they  conld  not  be  carL'ied  on  to  Snow- Hill  ?    Ttm  ■aa-riiisiiJ*-, 

taU  civilit/,  made  no  objection.      B«iaoTia'i.iM.ii'iH»  tconv 


Ivith  a  heavy  heai't,  I  retired  to  my  room,  and   left  thom 
their  own  direction. 

Seldom  have  I  passed  a  night  in  greater  uneaBii]a6Sr~ 
So  lately  to  have  cleareil  myself  in  the  good  opinion  of  Loii 
Orville, — so  soon  to  forfeit  it ! — to  give  him  reason  to  gra 
pose  I  presumed  to  boast  of  hia  acqnaiatance  ! — to  pablio 
hJB  having  danced  with  me  I — to  take  with  liim  a  liberal 
shonld  have  blnshod  to  have  taken  witii  the  most  intimkk 
of  my  friends  ! — to  treat  with  auoh  impertinent  fteedon 
one  who  has  honoured  ma  with  such  dJBtin^^ttisbed  raspecti 
— Indeed,  Sir,  I  could  have  met  with  no  accident  that  wouW 
BO  cmelly  have  tormented  me  ! 

If  such  were,  then,  my  feeling's,  imagine, — for  I  cansDl 
describe,  what  I  suffered  during  the  scene  I  am  now  going 
to  write. 

This  morning,  while  I  was  alone  in  the  rlining-room, 
young  Branghton  called.  He  entered  with  a  most  impoN 
t!int  air  ;  und,  al.mttiug  up  to  me,  sniil,  "  Miss,  Lord  Owfll 
sends  his  compliments  to  you." 

"  Lord  Orville  !  "  repeated  I,  much  amaaed. 

"  Tee,  Miss,  Lord  Orville ;  for  I  know  hie  Lordship  no*, 
as  well  ns  you. — And  a  very  oivil  gentleman  be  is,  for  ail 
be'a  a  Lord." 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,"  cried  I,  "  explain  yourself. 

"  Why,  you  must  know,  Miss,  aft«r  we  left  yon,  wo  mtt 
with  a  little  misfortune  ;  but  I  don't  mind  it  now,  foril'i 
all  tamed  oat  for  the  beet :  but,  just  as  we  were  a-going  np 
Snow-Hill,  plamp  we  comes  agionst  a  cart,  with  BDcb  I 
jogg  it  almost  pulled  the  coach-wheel  off.  However,  tlut 
i'n't  the  worst ;  for,  as  I  went  to  open  the  door  in  a  hnrrf. 
a-thinking  the  coach  would  be  broke  down,  as  ill-luck  ■muH 
have  it,  I  never  minded  that  the  glass  was  up,  nod  M I 
poked  my  head  fairly  thiwugh  it. — Only  see,  Miss,  how  Tn 
cut  my  forehead !  " 

A  much  worse  accident  to  himself  would  not,  I  hditn, 
at  that  moment  have  given  me  any  concern  for  him  :  hoif* 
ever,  he  proceeded  with  his  accoant,  for  I  was  too  mnoli 
confbnnded  to  inten-upt  him. 

"  Goodness,  Miss,  wo  wei-e  in  such  a  stow,  us,  nnd  iiik 
servants,  and  all,  as  you  uan't  ttmk-,  for,  besides  t) 
iMiiag  brok-    Uie  coacbmi\i\  sa\d\\Qv.  0 


"J^ 


0  buck  to  Jiensington.     So  we  didn't  know  s 
towever,  the  footmen  said  they'd  go  and  tell  hJfl^ 
opdsiiip  what  had  happened.     So  then  father  grew  quite 
neaej  Uke,  for  fear  of  his  Lordship's  taking  offent^e,  and 
pejndicing  us  in  onr  busiiiMs ;  ao  he  said  I  Khonld  go  th 
lorning  and  ask  hia  pardon,  Oiiuae  of  hftving  bi^oke  the  glas 
a  then  I  asked  the  footmen  the  direction,  and  they  told  J 
le'hp  lived  in  Berkeley-sqnai'e  ;  so  this  morning  I  went,— ■]! 
ad  I  soon  foand  ont  the  hoTiae." 
"  Yon  did  !  "  cripci  T.  rjuite  ont  of  breath  with  apprehen-  1 


3  it  ?  " 
"  No." 


tivy  finii   lionse  it  i 


urdship 


"Nol^why,  then,  Misa,  I  know  more  of  his 
lan  you  do,  for  all  you  knew  him  first.      So,  wh 
)  the  door,  I  was  in  a  peck  of  troubles,  a-thinking  what  1 
bonld  Bay  to  him  :  however,  the  servants  had   no  mind  I  J 
tionld  see  him ;  for  they  told  me  he  was  busy,  but  I  might;| 
save  my  message.     So  I  wafl  juKt  a-eoming  away,  when 
ethonght  mjHtJf  to  aay  I  came  from  yon." 

"  Yes,  Miss,  tor  yon  know,  why  should  I  have  such 
jng  walk  as  that  for  nothing  P  So  I  says  to  the  porter,  br, 
,  tell  his  Iiordahip,  Fiays  I,  one  wants  to  speak  to  him 
omes  from  one  Miaa  Anvilie,  says  I." 

"  Good  God,"  cried  I,  "  and  by  what  aothori^  did  yi 
ake  such  n  liberty  ?  " 

"  Goodness,  Miss,  don't  jje  in  ruoIi  a  hurry,  for  you'll 
a  glad  aa  me,  when  you  hear  how  well  it  all  turned  ont. 
io  then  tJiey  mHde  way  for  me,  and  said  hia  Lordsliip  would 
eo  me  direL-tly  ;  and  there  I  was  led  through  sneh  a  heap 
pf  servants,  and  so  niany  room.8,  that  uiy  heai't  quite  mia- 
tave  me ;  for  1  thought,  thinks  I,  he'll  be  so  prond  he'll 
lardly  let  me  apeak ;  but  he's  no  more  proud  tlian  I  am. 
Hid  he  waa  as  civil  aa  if  I'd  been  a  loi'd  myself.  So  then  1 
laid,  I  hoped  he  wouldn't  take  it  amiati  about  the  glass,  for 
t  was  quite  an  at'cident ;  but  he  bid  me  not  lucntiou  it,  for 
L  did  not  aignify.  And  then  he  aaid  ke  Uo^A  -^cro.  i^**^ 
w,  Jind  wasn't  frightened  ;  aiva  sio  1  sa.\i  -scftiMvV 
■r  duty  to  him." 


sA.^J 


"My  duty  to  him  !"  exclaimed  I, — "and  who 
leave  ? — who  desired  yon  ?  " 

"  0,  I  did  it  out  of  my  own  head,  jost  to  make  him 
I  came  from  you,  Bnt  I  should  have  told  yoti  lie&re, '. 
the  footman  said  iio  was  going  out  of  town  to-moi 
eveuiag,  luid  thut  lii.i  sister  was  soon  to  be  married, 
that  he  was  a-ordering  a  heap  of  things  for  that;  c 
Dome  into  my  head,  as  he  was  bo  affable,  tliat  I'd  aak  Inn 
for  his  custom.  80  I  eays,  saya  I,  m.y  Lord,  says  I,  i£  yrnt 
Lordship  i'n't  engaged  partioularly,  my  father  is  a  ailvV 
smith,  and  he'll  be  very  proud  t-o  aerve  you,  sajB  I; 
Mies  Anyille,  aa  dauced  with  you,  ia  his  cousin,  and 
my  cousin  too,  and  Hhc'il  bo  very  much   obligated  to  yw 

"  You'll  di'ive  me  wild,"  cried  I,  starting  f  roui  my  b8 
"  you  have  done  me  an  ii-reparable  injury ; — but  1  wul  Bl 
no  more  !  " — und  then  1  ran  into  my  own  I'oom. 

I  was  half  frantic,  I  I'eally  I'aved ;  the  good  opinion 
Lord  Orville  seemed  now  irretrieval'ly  lost:  a  faint  luifNl 
which  in  the  morning  T  had  vainly  encouraged,  thstl 
might  see  him  again,  and  explain  the  transactioo,  whdO 
vanished,  now  I  found  be  v.-.\s  so  soon  to  leave  town :  m 
I  could  not  but  conclude,  that,  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  ' 
would  regard  me  as  iin  object  of  utter  conteniirt. 

The  very  idea  was  a  dagger  to  my  heart ! — ^I  could  1 
support  it,  iind — but  1  blush  to  proceed— I  fe;ir  your  ^ 
approbation ;  yet  I  should  not  be  consciouB  of  havltf 
merited  it,  but  that  the  repugnance  I  feel  to  relnte  # 
yon  what  I  have  done,  makes  itie  auspect  I  must  hftw 
erred.  Will  yoa  forgive  me,  if  I  own  tliat  I  fkit  wrote  » 
account  of  this  transiiction  to  Miss  Mirvau  ? — and  that  i 
even  thought  of  crmcealvng  it  from  you  ? — Short-lived,  how- 
ever, was  the  ungrateful  idea,  and  sooner  will  I  risk  tbr 
justice  of  your  djspleasnre,  than  unworthily  betray  yoor 
generous  confidence. 

Yon  are  now  probably  prepai-ed  for  what  follows — whirft 

is  a  letter-~a  hasty  letter,  that,  in  the  height  of  my  agilfr 

tion,  I  wrote  to  Lord  Orville. 

"  My  Lord, 

"/  am  BO  infinitely  aAamod  oi  fee  %^Ucal^i 

yesterday  for  your  Lordship's  carrvauB 


greatly  Hhoclced  at  hearing  how  mnoh  it  was  injured,  thi 
I  cannot  forbear  writing  a  few  lineSj  to  clear  myself  front 
the  imputation  of  an  impertinence  which  I  blush  to  be  bob- 
pected  of,  and  to  acquaint  yon,  that  tlie  reqnost  for  your 
carriage  was  made  ngainat  n»y  consent,  and  the  visit  with 
which  you  were  impoi-timed  this  morning  without  my 
knowledge. 

"  I  am  inexpressibly  concerned  at  having  been  the  instrD- 
ment,  however  innocently,  of  bo  much  troublo  to  yonr  Lord- 
ship ;  but  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that  the  reading  these  li 
is  the  only  part  of  it  which  I  have  given  voluntiirily. 

"  Your  Loi-dahip't!  most  humble  aeivant,    I 

"  EVSLISA  ANVrLL8,(| 

T  applied  to  the  maid  of  the  house  to  got  this  note  c 
veyed  to  Berkeley-square  ;  but  scarce  had  I  part«d  with  i^^ 
lieforc  I  regretted  having  written  at  all ;  and  I  waa  flying 
down  Blairs  to  recover  it,  when  the  voice  of  Sir  Clement 
Willougliby  stopped  me.  As  Madame  Duval  had  ordered 
we  should  be  denied  to  him,  I  was  obliged  to  return  np 
stairs ;  and  after  he  was  gone,  my  application  was  too  lataj^ 
as  the  maid  had  given  it  to  a  porter. 

My  time  did  not  paas  very  sereueiy  while  lie  was  gone'f 
however,  he  brought  me  no  answer,  but  that  Lord  OrvilW™ 
was  not  at  home.  Whether  or  not  he  will  take  the  trouble 
to  send  any, — or  whether  be  will  condescend  to  call, — or 
whether  the  affair  will  rest  as  it  ib,  I  know  not ; — hut,  in 
being  ignorant,  am  moat  cruelly  n 


I 


liBTTEB  LV. 

KVBLINI   IN   CONTISDATIOS. 


/Miy  itll. 


YOV  may  now,  my  dear  Sir,  send  Mrs.  Clinton  for  your 
Evelina  with  as  much  Bpeed  aa  she  can  conveaietitly 
make  the  journey,  for  no  further  oppow\iim-Ti?i\«,"aai&e'wi 
herleftriDg  this  town  ;  happy  had  it  penrVaya XiefeTi  ^«t  TB 
'jad  she  never-  entered  it ! 


Thifi  morning  Marlame  Dnval  desired  me  to  gfi  to  Snow- 
Hill,  with  au  invitatiDn  to  the  Branghtona  and  Mr.  Snrilt 
to  ipend  the  evening  with  her ;  and  she  desired  M.  Do.  Boi^ 
who  breakfasted  witli  us,  to  accompany  me.  I  wan 
unwilling  to  obey  her,  as  I  noither  wished  to  walk  with  M. 
Da  Bois,  nor  yet  to  meet  young  Brangbton.  And,  indeed, 
another,  a  yet  more  powerful  reason,  added  to  my  retao- 
tance ; — f  oi'  I  thoug'ht  it  poseible  that  Lord  Orville  migil 
lend  Home  auawer,  or  perhaps  might  call,  dnring  my  li^ 
lence ;  however,  I  did  cot  dare  diapnte  her  commands. 

Poor  M.  Dq  Boia  spoke  not  a  word  dui'ing  onr  wall^ 
which  was,  I  believe,  equally  nnplcaeant  to  ns  bath. 
found  all  the  family  assembled  in  the  shop.  Mr.  Smith,  tbe 
moment  he  perceived  me,  addressed  himself  to  Mias  Brangli- 
ton,  whom  ho  entertained  with  all  the  gallantly  in  hifi  power. 
I  rejoice  to  find  that  my  conduct  at  the  Hampstead  ball  )a& 
had  so  good  an  effect.  But  young  Bi-anghton  was  at- 
tremely  troublesome ;  herepeatedly  hiughed  in  my  face,  uni 
looked  BO  impertinently  significant,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
give  up  my  reserve  to  M.  Dn  Bois,  and  entar  into  conTersor 
tion  with  him  raeitily  to  avoid  such  holdneas. 

"  Mias,"  said  Mr.  Branglitou,  "  I'm  sorry  to  hear  from 
my  son  that  you  wasn't  pleaaed  with  what  we  did  abonl 
a^i  Lord  Orville  ;  but  I  should  like  to  know  what  it  wn» 
yon  found  fault  witb,  for  we  did  all  for  tbe  best," 

"  Goodness  !  "  ciied  the  son,  "  why,  if  you'd  seen  JSiia, 
you'd  have  been  surprised — she  went  out  of  the  room  qnitB 
-u  a  hnfF,  like—" 

"  It  is  too  late,  now,"  said  1,  "  to  reason  ujton  this  sub- 
ject ;  but,  for  the  future,  1  must  take  the  liberty  to  reqaest, 
that  my  name  may  never  be  made  use  of  without  my  know- 
ledge. May  I  tell  Madame  Duval  tliat  you  will  do  her  the 
favour  to  accept  her  invitation  ?  " 

",Ab  to  me.  Ma'am,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  "  I  am  much  ob- 
liged to  the  old  lady,  but  I  have  no  mind  to  be  taken  in  bj 
'ler  again;  you'll  excuse  mc,  Ma'am." 

All  the  rest  promised  to  come,  and  I  then  took  leava; 

but,  ae  I  left  the  shop,  I  heard  Mr.  Branghtou  say,  "Tata 

courage,  Tom,  she's  only  coy."     Atil,  \i6iwcft  I  had  walked 

ten  yards,  the  youth  f  oUowed. 

T  was  so  mnch  offended  t\iat  1  vi™\4  ^o\\t«.V^\.\om,>3, 


began  to  conveife  with  M.  Du  Boib,  who  was  now  more 
Livflly  than  I  had  ever  Ijefore  seen  him ;  for,  most  unfortu- 
nately, he  mifiinterpreted  the  reason  of  my  attention  to 

The  first  intelligence  I  received  when  I  came  home,  was, 
that  two  gentlemen  had  called,  and  left  cards.  I  eagerly 
anqnired  for  them,  and  read  the  names  of  Lord  Orville  and 
Sir  Clement  Willonghby.  I  by  no  means  regretted  that  I 
miBsed  seeing  the  Intter,  but  perhaps  I  may  all  my  life  re- 
gi-efc  that  I  missed  the  former  ;  for  probably  he  haa  nowj 
left  town,^ — and  I  may  see  him  no  more  ! 

'■  My  goodness,"  cried  yoang  Branghton,  mdely  lookiBi 
jver  me,  "  only  think  of  that  Lord's  coming  all  this  way  f| 
It's  my  belief  he'd  got  some  order  ready  for  father,  and  SM 
he'd  a  mind  to  call  and  ask  you  if  I'd  told  him  the  truth. "g 

"  Pray,  Betty,"  cried  I,  "  how  long  has  he  been  gone  P 

"  Not  two  minntea.  Ma'am." 

"  Why  then,  I'll  lay  you  any  wager,"  said  young  BrangfcS 
ton,  "  be  saw  you  and  I  a^walking  np  Holborn  Hill," 

"God  forbid!"  cried   I,  impatiently;   and,  too   m 
chagiined  to  bear  with  any  more  of  Ins  I'einarks,  I  rai 
Rtairs;  but  I  lieard  him  say  to  M.  Du  Boia,  "Miss  ii 
■uppish  this  morning,  that  I  think  I  had  better  not  speak  b 
her  again." 

I  wish  M.  Dn  Bois  had  taken  the  same  resolution  i   I 
lie  chose  to  follow  me  into  the  dining-room,  which  he  founiS 
empty,  . 

"Vous  ne  Caiinez   dona  pas,  ce  gari^n,  KademoiselU! 
tried  he. 

"  Me  !  "  cried  1,  "  no,  I  detest  him  !  "  for  I  was  sick  s 
lieavt. 

"  Ah,  Immerends  lt).vie !"   cried  he;  and, flinging himseW 
at  my  feet,  be  had  just  raught  xoy  hand  &&  the  door  » 
opened  by  Madame  Doval, 

Hastily,  and  with  marks  of  guilty  confusion  in  his  faoey!j 
be  arose ;  but  tlie  rage  of  that  lady  quite  amazed  me  I    Ad- 
Tfincing  to  the  retreating  M,  Dn  Boia,  she  began,  in  French, 
an  attack,  which  her  extreme  wrath  and  wonderfvA'^aWdS*:^ 
iilraost  rendered  nnintelltgible  ;    yet  1  u\iAcT?.U«i.  Va.^  ^J»i 
much,  since  A  er  reproach  en  conwiced  me  ^ftVvi.&.'Vwi*^^ 
>rr>poaed  being  the  object  of  Ms  affection. 


He  defemled.  hiniHelf  in  a  weak  and  evaeiye  muunti 
uid,  upon  her  commaiiduig  him  from  lier  sight,  ntj 
refidily  withdrew:  and  then,  with  yet  greater  violence,  ab 
apbruided  me  with  having  sectuced  his  heart,  called  me  ai 
ungrateful,  deBJgning  girl,  and  protested  she  would  neitha 
take  me  to  Paris,  nor  any  more  interest  herself  in  n^ 
affairs,  unless  I  wonld  instantJj  agree  to  marry  yonag 
Braiaghton. 

I'right^ned  as  I  had  been  at  her  vehemence,  this  propofitl 
restored  all  my  courage  j  and  I  frankly  told  her,  that  in  this 
point  I  never  could  obey  her.  More  irritated  than  ever,  she 
ordered  me  to  qnit  the  room, 

Sach  ia  the  present  situation  of  aifairs.  I  shaJl  ezcose 
myself  from  seeing'  the  Bi'unghtons  this  afternoon  :  indeedi 
I  never  wish  to  see  them  again.  I  ^m  sorry,  however  in- 
nocently, that  I  have  displeased  Madame  Duval ;  yet  I  shJl 
be  very  glad  lo  quit,  this  town,  for  I  believe  it  does  not  oO* 
containonepei-son  lever  wish  toagajnmcet.  Had  I  but  seen 
Lord  Onille,  1  should  regret  nothing :  I  could  then  bate 
moi'e  fnlly  eijilained  what  I  bo  hastily  wrote  ;  yet  it  wil 
always  be  a  pleasure  to  n\o  to  recollect  that  he  called,  since 
I  flatter  myself  it  vias  in  consequence  of  his  beino^  natisGed 
with  my  letter. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir ;  the  time  now  approaches  when  I  h<^ 
once  more  to  receive  your  blessing,  and  to  owe  aU  mj  joy, 
all  my  happiness,  to  your  kindnesB. 


LBTTEB.  LVI. 

HK.  VILLARS  ro  EVBLIKA. 

Bemj  Hill,  July  7tJi. 
/ELCOME,  thrice  welcome,  my  darling  Evelina,  to 
a  of  the  truest,  the  fondest  of  yoai-  friends! 
Mrs.  Chnton,  wlio  shall  hasten  to  you  with  these  lines,  will 
conduct  yon  directly  hither ;  for  I  can  consent  no  longer  to 
he  parted  from  the  child  of  my  bosom !— the  comfort  of  nf 
age  / — the  sweet  solace  o£  all  my  infirmities  !  Tour  vrortlQl 
friemia  a,i  Howard  Grove  taoBt  ^aai&oTi.  ■m.tt  &afc\  -eAi  t^^ 
'   '  e  visit  yon  propo&ed  to  mni^e  ■iiiftoi  ^fttoi:*  ■300.1  tAri 
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BeiTy  Hill,  for  I  find  my  fortitude  unequal  to  a  1 

[  have  much  to  say  to  yoa,  many  comments  to  make  npon 
four  late  letters,  some  parts  of  which  give  me  no  little  un- 
jasinesB ;  bat  I  wiH  I'eserve  my  remavka  for  oar  future  oon- 
^eraations.  Hasten,  then,  to  the  spot  of  thy  natirity,  the 
ibode  of  thy  youth,  where  never  yet  citre  or  sorrow  had 
Mvrer  to  annoy  thee.- — -O  that  they  m.ight  ever  be  banished 
ihia  peaceful  dwelling ! 

Adieu,  my  deareat  Evelina !  I  pray  but  that  thy  aatisfa^i- 
aon  at  onr  approaching  m.eeting  may  beai-  any  comparison 
(cith  mine ! 

Abthub  V11.LAE8.  II 

I  ™ i 

m  Berry  Bill,  July  \Uh.  ^^H 

MT  sweet  Maria  will  be  m.nch  surprised,  and  I  lun  willing 
to  Hatter  myself ,  concerned,  when,  instead  of  her  friend, 
jhe  receives  this  letter ; — this  cold,  this  inanimate  letter, 
which  will  but  ill  express  the  feelings  of  the  heart  which 
indites  it. 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last  Friday,  I  was  in  hourly  espec- 
laiion  ot  seeing  Mrs.  Clinton,  with  whom  I  intended  to  have 
^et  ont  for  Howard  Gtotb.  Mrs,  Clinton  came ;  but  my 
[ila.n  was  necBasarily  iiltered,  for  she  brought  me  a  letter, — 
the  sweetest  that  ever  was  penned,  from  the  best  and 
tindest  friend  that  ever  orphan  was  blessed  with,  requiring 
uiy  immediato  attendance  at  Berry  Hill. 

I  obeyed,— and  pardon  me  if  I  own  I  obeyed  without 
reluctance  :  after  so  long  a  separation,  should  I  not  else 
lave  been  the  moat  ungrateful  of  mortals  ? — -And  yet, — oh, 
Maria  I  though  I  wished  to  leave  London,  the  gratification 
)f  my  wish  afforded  me  no  happiness  !  and  though  I  felt  an 
mpatiencB  inexpressible  to  retura.  hit\iei;,  tio -^ot&s„Tb&>siai- 
rna^,  cim  explain  the  heavinese  ol  ^eart  -w\'i>a  -«\vi'Sa."V 
\mde  the  joarney.     I  believe  you  W(i'a\<l  \i».Ti\^  "taNfe^coswm.    J 


I  me; — indeed,  I  hardly  know  myself.     Perhaps,  hn^  I  ftret 

I  nCeu.  you,  in  j-our  kind  and  aympathiaing  bosom.  I  mi^ 

I  have  Tentured  to  bare  reposed  eveiy  secret  of  my  soul  ;— 

I  and  then — but  let  me  pitraue  my  jonrnai. 
I  Mrs.  Clintoa  delivered  Madame  Daval  a  letter  from  Hr. 

I  Villars,  which  requested  her  leave  for  my   retom;  and, 

I  indeed,  it  wiis  very  readily  accorded:  yet,  when  she  fonnd, 

I  by  my  williugnesa  to  quit  town,  that  M.  Du  Bois  waa  reallj 

I  indifferent  to  m.e,  she  Bomewhat  softened  in  my  fiivouj  (  Bod 

I  declared,  that,  but  for  punishing  hia  folly  in  thinking  ot 

I  anch  a  child,  she  would  not  hiive  consented  to  my  beioj; 

I  again  buried  in  the  country. 

I  All  the  Branghtone  called  to  tiike  leave  of  mo ;  but  I  will 

I  not  write  a  word  more  about  them  :  indeed  I  cannot,  witb 

I  imy  patience,  think  of  that  family,  to  whose  forwardnees 

I  and  impertinence  is  owing  all  the  aneasinesa   I    at   this 

I  moment  HufEer  I 

I  So  great  was  tbe  depression  of  my  spirits  upon  the  rood, 

I  that  it  was  witb  dif&cnlty  I  could  perauade  the  worthy  Mrs. 

I  Clinton  I  waa  not  iU;  but,  alas  !  the  situation  of  my  mind 

I  waa  Bucb  as  would  have  rendered  any  mere  bodily  pain,  bj 

I  comparison,  even  enviable  ! 

I         And  yet,  when  we  arrived  at  Berry  Hill, — when  the  chaise 

I  stopped  at  this  place, — how  did  my  heart  throb  with  joy ! — 

I  and  when,  through  the  window,  I  beheld  the  deares^  &6 

I  most  venerable  of  men,  with  uplifted  hands,  retuming,  m 

I  I  doubt  not,  thanks  for  my  safe  airival, — good  God!  I 

I  thonght  it  would  have  bni-st  my  bosom ! — I  o|3ened  the 

I  chaiae-door  myself ;  I  flew, — for  my  feet  did  not  seem  to 

I  touch  the  ground, — into  the  piirlour :   he  bad  risen  to  meet 

I  me;  but'  the  moment  I  appo:Lred  he  sunk  into'hie  dmx, 

I  utt«ring,  with  n.  deep  Bij,'h,  though  his  face  beamied  with 

I  delight,  "My  God,  I  thank  thee!  " 

I         I  sprung  forward ;  and,  with  a  pleasure  that  bordered 

I  npon  agony,  I  embraced  hia  kneea,  I  kissed  hia  hands,  I 

I  wept  over  them,  but  could  not  speak :  while  he,  now  ctuging 

I  his  eyes  in  thankfulneas  towards  heaven,  now  bowing  down 

I  his  reverend  he»d,  imd  folding  me  in  hia  arms,  could  scarce 

artioaJata  the  blessings  with  which  his  kind  and  benevolent 

fimrt  oversowed. 
O,  MJBB  Mirvan,  to  be  so  be\6-ved  Vi-j  i.'w^  \^'«x  y^.  tajm*- 


at 

iftioald  I  not  be  Lappy  ? — Sbnnlii  I  hitTB  one  wish  aave  th.i.i 
f  meriting  his  goodneas  H— Yet  tliink  me  not  angrateful ; 
Bideed  I  am  not,  although  the  iatemal  Bailneas  of  my  mind 
),  at  present,  for  enjoying  ae  I  ought  the  bonntiPB 
(  Providenoe. 
1  cannot  journalize,  cannot  arrange  my  ideas  into  order. 
How  little  hae  eituation  to  do  with  happiness !  I  had 
Iftttered  myself,  that,  when  restored  to  Berry  Hill,  1  should 
b  restored  to  tranqaillitj :  far  otherwise  have  1  found  it, 
r  never  yet  had  tranqnilHty  and  Evelina  so  littie  intei'- 

1  for  what  I  have  written.  Can  you,  Maria,  for- 
)  my  gi'avity  ?  hut  I  restrain  it  so  much,  and  bo  psin- 
'  u  tlie  presence  of  Mr.  Villars,  thiit  I  know  not  hoWi^" 
leny  myself  the  consolation  of  induljfing  it  to  you. 
■  Adieu,  m,y  dear  Miss  Mirvan. 
I '  Yet  one  thing  I  must  add :  do  not  let  the  BeriouenesB  ,9 
"  'b  letter  deceive  you  ;  do  not  impute  to  a  wrong  cause  the 
fcelanclioly  I  confess,  hy  supposing  that  the  heart  of  your 
a  too  great  susceptibility :  no,  indeed  !  believe 

H  moment.      So  witness-  in  aU  truth, 

Yonr  affectionate 

[  Ton  will  make  my  escuaes  to  the  honoured  Lady  Howam 
pd  to  yonr  dear  mother. 


LETTER  LVIIl. 

lETKLlNA    TU    UISS    UIBYAM. 

BeiTij  Hill,  July  2\ft. 
accuse  me  of  mystery,  and  charge  me  with  reserve; 
I  cannot  duubt  but  I  must  have  merited  the  accusa- 
;  yet,  to  clear  mysc]f, — you  know  not  how  painful  will 
be  the  tank.  But  I  cannot  resist  your  kind  intjeaties  ; — - 
indeed  I  do  not  wish  to  resist  them ;  for  your  friendship  and 
affection  will  soothe  my  chagrin.  Had  it  arisen  fsciisv  lasi:^ 
other  cause,  not  a  nionicnt  woold  1  \iByVC  deievtcft,  &fc  ^iwio- 
mamcation you  ask; — but  as  it  is,l  ino\i\4, "«ere\'s.V^«K^'^' 


K  not  anij  cohocaI  it  from  all  the  world,  bnt  endeavonF  b 

I  diflbelieve  it  myself.     Yet  since  I  mwsi  tell  you,  why  trifle 

I  with  your  impatience  ? 

I  1  koow  not  how  to  come  to  the  point ;    twenty  timet 

I  have  I  attempted  it  in  vain ; — but  T  m'll  force  myaelf  to 

E  proceed. 

I  Oh,  Mias  Mirvan,  conld  you  ever  havn  believed,  that«K 

I  who  seemed  formed  as  a  pattern  for  his  fellow- ci-eatnreB, » 

I  a  model  of  perfection, — one  whose  elegance  Burpaesed  all  dE- 

I  script! on,— whose  sweetness  of  manners  disgraced  all  com- 

I  piirison ; — oh.  Miss  Mirvan,  conld  you  ever  have  believed 

I  hhat  Lnrd  Oniille,  would  have  treated  me  with  indignity  ? 

I  Never,  never  again  will  I  tmst  to  appefirances ; — naver 

I  confide  in  my  own   weak  judgment; — never  believe  tii»( 

I  person  to  be  good  wlio  seems  to  be  amiable !     What  onul 

I  masima  are  we  taught  by  a  knowledge  of  the  world  ! — Bat 

W  while  my  own  i-eflections  absorb  me,  I  forget  you  are  still 

I  in  suspense. 

I  T  had  jnat  finished  the  last  letter  which  I  wrote  to  yoo 

I  from  London,  when  themaidof  the  house  bronght  me  anota 

K  U  was  given  to  her,  xhe  said,  by  iv  footman,  who  told 

W  would  call  the  nest  day  for  im  answer. 

I  This  note,— but  let,  it  epeak  for  itself. 

I  "  Tu  Miss  Anvith. 

I  "  "With  transport,  most  charming  of  thy  sex,  did  1  raoS 

K  the  letter  with  whicli  yon  yesterday  morning  favoured  toB. 

I  I  am  EoiTy  the  affair  of  the  carriage  should  have  given  yoo 

I  any   concern,  but  I  am  highly  flattered   by  tie  anxuty 

I  jou  express  bo  kindly.     Believe  me,  my  lovely  girl,  I  aa 

I  truly  eenaible  of  the  honour  of  vonr  good  opinion,  and  toi 

I  myself  deeply  penetr[rt«d  with  love  and  gratitude.     TIm 

I  correspondence  you  have  so  sweetly  commenced,  I  dull 

I  be  proud  of  continuing ;  and  I  hope  the  strong  sense  I 

I  have  of  the  favonr  you  do  me  will  preyent  your  withdraw- 

I  ing  it.    Asanre  yourself,  that  I  desire  nothing  more  ardently 

I  than  to  ponr  forth  my  thanks  at  yonr  fept,  and  to  offer  those 

I  vows  which  are  so  justly  the  tribute  of  your  charms  and 

I  accomplishments.     In  your  next  I  inti-eat  yoa  to  acqTi&iiit 

m  iue  iow/ong"  yon  shall  TEimriin.  in taviTv.    ^Wsar-swa^wfeoiB 
mJabal]  commisBion  to  call  f ot  ati  ■Answer ,\vAa  tn&cirate-TftA 


■e  a  note 


^at  nitii  it  to  me.     My  impatience  fur  hia  arriTBiI  will  be 
J  great,  though  infei-ior  to  thut  with  which  I  bum  to  tell 
'q  person,  how  much  I  ;im,  my  sweet  girl,  your  gratoful 
er,  "Orvii.le." 

'   What  a  letter  !    haw  has  my  [iroail  heiirt  awellod  evory 

i  I  have  copied  !    Wiuit  I  wrotu  to  him  yon  know;    tol! 
Be,  tLen,  my  deiii'  fiiend,  do  yon  think  it  merited  such  wi 
"  —and  thiit  !  have  dt'serveJly  incuiTed  the  lilierty  he 

9  taken  ?  I  m.eant  nothing  bat  a  simple  apology,  which  I 
thought  as  ranch  due  to  my  own  (iharairtev  as  to  his ;  yet  by 
tie  conatrttction  he  Ketme  to  have  put  npoti  it,  should  you 
not  liaro  imagined  it  tontained  the  avowal  of  sentiraenta 
which  might  indeoti  hnve  provoked  hie  contempt  1* 

The  moment  the  lattei-  wns  delivered  to  me,  I  retired  to 
my  own  room  to  read  it ;  and  so  eager  was  my  first  peraaaJ,  > 
thatj^I  am  asliamed  to  own,— it  gave  me  no  aeneation  but  ' 
of  delight.  Unsnapicions  of  any  impropriety  from  Lord 
Orville,  T  perceived  not  immediately  the  impertinence  it 
implied, — 1  only  nisu-ked  the  expressions  of  his  own  re- 
gard ;  and  I  was  bd  much  tjarprieed,  th;it  I  was  unable  for 
some  time  to  coinpoao  myself,  oi'  read  it  agaiii :— I  could 
only  walk  np  iiiid  down  the  room,  ropeatiug  to  myself, 
"  Good  Godj  ia  it  possiblo  ?—  am  T  then  loved  by  Loiil 
Orville  ?  " 

But  thia  dreiim  was  aoou  over,  and  I  awoke  to  far  dif- 
ferent feeliiiga.  Upon  a.  second  reading  I  thought  eveiy 
word  changed, — it  did  not  seem  the  same  letter,^— I  could 
Dot  find  one  sentence  that  I  could  look  at  without  blushing : 
uiy  aatouishment  waa  extreme,  and  it  wa.s  auoceeded  by  the 
nfrmost  indignation. 

If,  as  I  ana  very  ready  to  acknowledge,  1  erred  in  writing 
to  Lord  Orville,  was  it  for  him  to  puniah  tlje  error  H  li  he 
was  offended,  could  he  cot  have  been  silent  Y  If  he  thought 
my  letter  ill-judged,  should  he  not  have  pitied  my  ignor- 
aUBe  ?  have  considered  my  youth,  and  allowed  for  my  in- 
-.nperiBnce  ? 

■•      Oh,  Maria !    how  have  I  been  deceived   in  this  mjui ! 
^Watda  have  no  power  to  tell  the  high  o^i.tiim.  \  Vaiii.  <*- 
*(im,-  to  that  was  owing  the  unfoTtn-ntite  Bo\\»iA-^&«  -^fimsao. 
romptcd  mj  B-r-ifing;    a.  solicitttde  i.  lawA^i^uv  tNC^^'^V"  ' 


lerliaps  I  have  rather  1*60800  to  rejoioe  tl 
Lis  afEftir  haa  shown  me  bis  real  diapositign, 
moved  that  partinlity  which,  covering  hia  ayery  in  _ 
tion,  left  only  his  virtues  and  good  qualities  expoaad  ie 
view.  Had  the  deception  continued  ranch  longer,  hnd  mj 
mind  received  any  additional  pvejndioe  in  his  favonr,  who 
knows  whither  my  niistaken  ideas  miglit  have  led  me  ?  In- 
deed I  fear  I  was  in  gi-oater  danger  than  I  apprehended, 
or  can  now  think  of  without  trembling ; — -foi-,  oh,  if  this 
weaJc  heart  of  mine  hiid  hoen  penetrated  wit!)  too  deep  MB 
impreaalon  of  his  merit, — my  peace  and  happiness  bad  been 
loBtfor  ever. 

I  would  fain  enoonrape  more  cheerful  thoughts,  fain 
drive  from  m.y  mind  the  melancholy  that  has  taken  ]}oa8et- 
aion  of  it ;  but  I  cannot  succeed :  for,  added  to  the  hnmili- 
atiag  feelings  which  so  powerfully  oppress  me,  I  have  yrt 
another  cause  of  concern  ; — alas,  my  dear  Marin,  I  lia,' 
broken  the  tranquillity  of  the  heat  of  men  ! 

I  have  never  had  the  courage  to  show  him  tbis  cmel 
letter;  I  conld  not  bear  so  greatly  to  depreciate  in  liii 
opinion,  one  whom  I  had,  with  infinite  anxiety,  raised  in  il 
myaelf .  Indeed,  my  first  determinatiou  waa  to  confine  m.' 
chagrin  totally  to  my  own  boaom  ;  but  your  friendly  Ml- 
quiiioa  have  drawn  it  from  me  :  and  now  I  wish  I  bsfl 
made  no  concealment  from  the  beginning,  since  I  know  not 
how  to  account  for  a  gravity,  which  not  all  my  endeavonrs 
can  entirely  hide  or  repress. 

Hy  greatest  apprehension  is,  lest  he  should  imagine  tbit 
my  residence  in  London  has  given  me  a  distaste  to  Qte 
country.  Every  body  I  aee  takes  notice  of  my  being  altered, 
and  looking  pale  and  ill.  I  ahouki  be  very  indifferent  to  nil 
such  obaervatious,  did  I  not  perceive  that  they  driiw  upon 
me  the  eyes  of  Mi'.  Villars,  which  glisten  with  iiffiKitioottte 


This  morning,  in  speaking  of  my  London  expedition  ii' 
mentioned  Lord  Orville.  I  felt  so  much  disturbed,  that  1 
would  instantly  have  changed  the  subject ;  but  he  woitlil 
not  allow  me,  and,  very  unexpectedly,  he  began  his  panegy- 
ri<^  extolling  in  strong  terms,  his  manly  and  honoimfalB 
behavjoar  in  regard  to  the  "iV^irj^mne  ^^feaX.-osft,  Mj 
c'iieeks   glowed   with   indignation  evet^  yiQ-ciVayi^' 


HU  latelj  a>B  I  had  layseH  fiincied  him  the  noblest  of  lus  ai 
now  that  I  wa§  bo  well  convmced  of  my  miBtuke,  I  c 
not  bear  to  hear  bia  undeserved  praiaee  uttered  bj  ot 
really  good,  bo  nuBiispeoting,  ho  pure  of  heart. 

What  he  thought  of  my  silence  Hud  uneasiness  I  feai"^ 
know ;  but  I  hope  he  will  mention  the  subject  no  more.  '. 
will  not,  however,  with  ungrateful  indolence,  give  way  to  a 
saduBBB  whioh  I  find  infectious  to  him  who  merits  the  most 
cheerful  exertion  of  mj  spiritB.  I  nm  thankful  that  he  has 
forborne  to  probe  my  wound ;  and  I  will  endeavoor  to  heal 
it  by  the  cansoiouBiiesB  tbat  I  have  not  deserved  the  indignity 
I  have  received.  Yet  I  cannot  but  lament  to  find  myself  in 
0,  world  BO  deceitful,  where  we  must  suspect  what  wo  see, 
distrust  what  we  faeiir,  and  doubt  even  what  we  f e  ' ' 


LETTER  LIX. 

BVELIHA   IK   OONTUfDiTION. 

Bernj  RiU.  July  'ZSth. 


I  MUST  own  myaelf  somewhat  distressed  how  lo  answer 
your  raillery ;  yet,  believe  me,  my  doar  Mariii,  yonr 
auggeations  ai-s  those  of  fancy,  not  of  bruih.  I  am  ur 
oonaciotts  of  the  weakness  you  suspect;  yet,  to  dispel  yot 
doubts,  I  will  animate  myself  more  than  ever  to  conquer  af 
chagrin,  and  to  recover  my  spirits.  1 

XoQ  wonder,  yon.  s^iy,  ainco  my  heart  titkes  no  part  4 
I  biw  iiffajr,  why  it  should  miike  me  so  unhappy  ?  And  ceui 
V  ou,  acqufiiuted  as  you  are  with  the  high  opinion  I  enter- 
f  I  ineii  of  Lord  Orville,  ctm  you  wonder  that  so  groat  a  dis- 
I  Lppoictment  in  his  chii.nicter  should  afiect  mc  ?  Indeed, 
i.hI  so  attange  a  letter  boon  sent  to  me  from  any  body,  it 
■  ..ilM  not  havofiiiled  shooking  mo;  how  much  more  sen- 
.,1.1 1.'  fhon,  must  I  fed  snoh  iin  affront,  when  received  fi-om 
n  the  world  I  had  imagined  least  capable  of 

glad  I  mn.de  no  reply ;  assure  yonreelf,  m^  daas 
this  letter  boon  tho  moat  tes^ec'ti^iX  ■OaaX.  taa^:^ 
the  e(andeatine  nir  given  to  \t,  Vrj  Vw-  "-j^^^V^^ 


■^ 


of  sending  hia  servant  for  my  answer,  instead  of  having  tl 
directed  to  his  hoaae,  wonld  ofEectnaUy  have  prevented  n^ 
writing.  Indeed,  I  have  an  aversion  the  most  sincere  tow 
mysteries,  iiU  private  iictions  ;  however  foolishly  and  blame- 
ably,  in  regard  to  this  letter,  I  have  deviated  from  the  open 
path  which,  from  my  earliest  infancy,  I  was  taught  to  trwi 

He  talks  of  my  having  oommenced  a  correspondence  witli 
him  :  and  could  liord  Orville  indeed  helieve  I  had  Bucli  • 
design  ?  believe  me  bu  forward,  bo  bold,  so  etrangoly  ridicn- 
lona  ?  I  know  not  if  hi»  man  called  or  not ;  bnt  I  rejaia 
that  I  quitted  London  Iiefore  he  came,  and  without  leaving 
any  mesBage  for  hitu.  What,  indeed,  uoukl  I  have  said? 
it  would  have  been  a  oondeaeensioa  very  onmerited  to  huTt 
taken  any,  the  least  iiotiue  of  enoh  a  letter. 

Never  shidl  I  cense  to  woudei'  how  he  conld  wi-ite  it.  Oh, 
Maria !  what,  what  uould  induce  him  so  causelessly  to 
wound  and  aSront  one  who  would  sooner  have  died  thftD 

wilfully  offended  kim  '{ How  mortifying  a  freedom  rf 

style !  how  duel  iin  implication  conveyed  hy  his  ilm/nks  and 
expressions  of  gi-attitnde!  la  it  not  astonishing,  that  ai^ 
man  can  a^nar  so  modest,  who  is  so  vain  ? 

Every  hour  I  regret  the  secrecy  I  have  observed,  wil 
beloved  Mr.  ViUars ;  I  know  not  what  bewitched  me,  bn(l 
felt  at  first  a  repugnance  to  publishing  this  affair  ttiat  I 
could  not  surmount ; — ^and  now,  I  am  ashamed  of  confeaatng 
that  I  have  any  thing  to  confess  !  Yet  I  deserve  to  be  pra- 
ished  for  the  false  delicacy  which  ocoasionod  my  silenoe, 
since,  if  Lord  Orville  himself  was  contented  to  forfeit  lus 
character,  was  it  for  me,  almost  at  the  expenoe  of  my  own, 
to  support  iL  'f 

Tet  I  believe  I  shoidd  be  very  easy,  now  the  first  Bbock 
is  over,  and  now  that  I  see  the  whole  affair  with  the  reseDt- 
ment  it  merits,  did  not  all  my  good  friends  in  this 
bonrhood,  who  thick  me  extremely  altered,  tease  me  aboot 
my  gravity,  and  torment  Mr.  Villars  with  observationH 
my  dejeotion  and  falling  away.  The  subject  is  no  at 
started,  than  a  deep  gloom,  overspreads  his  venerable 
tenance,  and  he  looks  at  me  with  a  tend 
choly,  that  I  know  not  how  to  endai-e  tie 

Mrs.  Sclwyn,  a  hidy  oi  V.ivgB  foA-oflo, 


jcioi|mn|j 

M 


three  mileB  from  Berry  Hill,  aud  who  has  alwayfi  liononi 
me  with  very  diatingTiiaiiing  marka  of  regaxd,  is  going,  ii 
short  time,  to  Bristol,  and  has  proposed  to  Mr.  Villai-a  to 
tfike  me  with  her  for  the  recovery  of  my  health.  He  seemed 
very  mach  diatressed  whether  to  consent  or  refnee ;  hut  I, 
withont  any  hesitation,  warmly  oppoaed  the  Bcheme,  proteat- 
iiig  my  health  could  no  where  be  better  than  in  this  pnre 
air.  He  had  the  goodness  fo  thank  me  for  this  readiness  to 
stiy  with  him  ;  but  he  is  all  goodness  !  Oh,  that  it  were  in  my 
power  to  be  indeed  what,  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  he  has 
called  me,  the  comfort  of  his  age,  and  aolace  of  his  infirmities ' 

Never  do  T  wish  to  be  agiiin  separated  fi'om  hii 
here  I  am  grave,  elsewhere  I  should  be  unhappy, 
presence,  with  a  very  little  exertion,  all  the  cheeriulneea 
my  disposition  seoms  reiidy  to  return ;  the  heneyolence 
his  countenance  I'eanimates,  the  harmony  of  his  temper  < 
poses,  the  purity  of  his  character  edifies  mo  !  I  owe  to 
(.■very  thing  !  and,  far  from  finding  my  debt  of  gratitude 
iveight,  the  fii'at  pride,  the  first  pleasure  of  my  life,  is  the 
I'ucollection  of  the  obligations  conferred  upon  me  by  a  good- 
ness so  unequalled. 

Once,  indeed,  I  thought  there  existed  another,— who, 
when  time  had  wintered  o'er  kus  lacks,  would  have  shone  forth 
iimong  his  f  ellow-crefttnres  with  the  same  brightness  of  worth 
which  dignifies  my  honoured  Mr.  ViUara ;  a  brightness  how 
superior  in  value  to  thiit  which  results  from  mere  quickness 
of  parts,  wit,  or  imagination  !  a  brightness,  which,  not  con- 
tented with  merely  diffusing  smiles,  and  gaining  admiration 
fi-om  the  sallies  of  the  spirits,  refiects  a  real  and  a  glorious 
lustre  upon  all  mankind !  Oh,  how  great  was  my  error! 
how  ill  did  I  judge  !  how  cruelly  have  I  been  deceived  ! 

I  will  not  go  to  Bristol,  though  Mrs.  Selwyu  is  vtij 
nrgent  with  mo ; — hut  I  desire  not  to  see  any  more  of  (' 
world !  the  few  mouths  I  have  already  passed  in  it,  hi 
Bofficed  to  give  me  a  disgust  even  to  its  nai 

I  hope,  too,  I  shall  see  Lord  Orville  no  more :  accuBtomefl 
from  my  first  knowledge  of  him,  to  regard  him  as  a  beijig 
ntpenor  to  hia  race,  his  presence,  perhaps,  might  banish 
resentment,  and  1  might  forget  hia  U\  coaisc'^.-,  S 
Maria .' — 1  eboald  not  know  how  to  Be«  ~Liiti,  OtwH 
to  tbiok  of  diapleasare  I 


i  to  I 


ties !  I 

ii£     J 

dea  I 
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Ah  a  BiBter  I  loved  him  ; — I  coulil  have  entnisted  nin 
with  every  thonght  of  my  heart,  ha'd  lie  deigned  to  wish  mj 
confideace  :  so  steady  did  I  think  hia  bonour,  so  feaniumi 
Ilia  delioaoy,  und  so  amiaMe  hia  niitnre  !  I  haye  a  thousand 
times  imagined  that  the  whole  study  of  hia  life,  and  wholo 
purport  of  hia  reflectioaa,  tended  solely  to  the  good  and 
happiness  of  others  :  but  I  will  talk, — wTif«, — think  of  \am 
no  more ! 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ' 


LKTTEB   LX. 


Berry  Sill,  August  lOtk, 

YOTJ  complain  of  my  silence,  niy  deaf  Miss  Mirvan  ;— 
but  what  have  I  to  write  ?  Nari-ative  does  not  ofier, 
nor  does  a  lively  imagination  enpply  the  deficiency.  I  hnTe, 
however,  at  present,  sufficient  matter  for  a  letter,  in  relatiiig 
a  conversation  I  had  yesterday  with  Mr.  Villars. 

Our  breafcfafit  had  been  the  most  cheerfnl  we  have  had 
since  my  return  hither  ;  and  when  it  was  over,  he  did  oot, 
as  nsaal,  retire  to  liis  study,  but  continued  to  converse  wWi 
me  while  I  worked.  We  might,  pi-obably,  have  parsed  All 
the  morning'  thus  sociably,  but  for  the  entrance  of  a  farmer, 
who  came  to  solicit  advice  concerning  some  domestic  afiaiis. 
They  withdrew  together  into  the  study. 

The  moment  I  was  alone  nxy  spirits  failed  me ;  the  exer- 
tion with  which  I  had  supported  them  had  fatigued  my 
mind ;  I  fiung  awaymy  work,  and,  leaning  my  arms  on 
the  table,  gave  way  to  a  train  of  disagreeable  reflection*, 
which,  bursting  from  the  restraiet  that  had  stnothered 
th^n,  filled  me  with  unnsnal  nadness. 

This  was  my  situation,  when,  looking  towards  the  door. 
wbicb  r-as  open,  I  perceived  Mr.  Villara,  who 
pegarding  me.     "  Is  ¥armer  Snaftv  go'^^e,  Snxt" 

'  'y  ridng,  and  snatching  u-p  ^ay  •aqtV. 
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J)ou't  let  me  distuvlj  you,"  aaid  he,  gravely  ;  '"  I  wiU  go 

a  to  my  study." 

Wilt  you,  Sir  ? — T  waa  in  hopes  yon  were  coming  to  sift 

In  hopes ! — and  why,  Evelina,  shonld  yon  hope  it  ?  ' 
bis  question  wtis  so  unexpected,  that  I  knew  not  hi 
newer  it ;  but,  as  I  saw  he  was  moving  away,  I  followed, 
'begged  him  to  return.     "  TTo,  my  dear,  no,"  said  he, 
1  a  forced  Bmile,  "  I  only  intermpt  your  meditations." 
gain  I  knew  not  what  to  say ;  and  while  1  heBitated,  he 
■ed.     My  heai't  waa  with  him,  bnt  1  had  not  the  courag^' 
illow.     The  idea  of  an  explanation,  brought  on  ii 
jus  R  manner,  frightened  me.     I   reeoUeeted   the 
ice  yoa  had  drawn  from  my  uneiisinesa,  and  I  feared 
I  lie  might  make  a  similar  interpretation, 
olitary  and  thoughtful,  I  passed  the  i-est  of  the  morning 
^  own  room.     At  dinner  I  again  attempted  to  be  cheer- 
Jbut  Mr.  Villaa's  himself  was  grave,  and  I  had  notsof- 
ot  spirits  to  support  a  conversatioit  merely  by  my  own 
"te.     Aa  soon  aa  dinner  was  over,  he  took  a  book,  and  I 
alked  to  the  window.     I  believe  I  remained  near  an  hour 
this  aitnation.      All  my  thoughts  were  direrted  to  con- 
lering  how  I  might  dispel  the  doubta  which  I  appre- 
ded  Mr.  Villars  had  formed,  without  acknowledging  a 
nnstance  which  I  had  suffered  so  much  pain  merely  to 
!.     But  while  I  was  thus  planning  for  the  future,  I 
the  present ;  and  so  intent  was  I  upon  the  subject 
h  occupied  me,  that  the  strange  appearance  of  my  un- 
inactivity  and  extreme  thong htfnlneaa  never  occurred 
.     But  when,  at  last,  I  recollected  myself,  and  turned 
[,  I  saw  that  Mr.  ViUara,  who  had  parted  with  his  | 

waa  wholly  engrossed  in  attending  to  me.  I  started  ^^H 
my  reverie,  and,  hardly  knowing  what  I  said,  asked  ^^H 
'had  been  reading  ?  ^^H 

sed  a  moment,  wid  then  replied,  "  Tea,  my  child  ;  ^^B 
(ook  that  both  afflicts  and  perplexes  me." 

»ns   nte,    thought  I ;    and   therefore  I  made  no 

PTifit  if  we  read  it  together?  "  cont\n'aft6i\\e,"-w^'^'3^ 
Be  to  clear  its  obscurity  ?  " 
w  not  what  to  say  ;  but  T  aig^ied  m^ oVuTiWril  t-co^ 
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the  bottam  of  my  iieai-t.  He  rose,  and  appiDaching  me, 
said,  with  emotaau,  "  My  cliild,  I  can  do  longer  be  a  silent 
witness  of  thy  Borrow, — is  not  thy  sorrow  bit/  sorrow  ? — and 
ought  I  to  be  a  stranger  )o  the  cause,  when  I  bo  deeplj 
sympathize  in  the  eSect  ?  " 

"  Cause,  Sir  !  "  cried  I,  greatly  alaimed,  "  what  caused 
—I  don't  know,— I  can't  t«Il— I— " 

"  Fear  not,"  said  he,  kindly,  "  to  unbosoni  thyaelf  tt 
my  dearest  Evelina ;  open  to  me  thy  whole  heart, — it  wn 
have  no  feehngs  for  which  I  will  not  make  allowance.  TpII 
me,  therefore,  what  it  is  that  thus  afflicts  ns  both ;  and  who 
knows  but  I  may  suggest  some  means  of  relief  ?  " 

"  You  are  too,  too  good,"  cried  I,  gi-eatly  embarraBaedj 
"  bat  indeed  I  know  not  what  you  mean." 

"  I  see,"  said  he,  "  it  is  painful  to  you  to  speak  :  Buppossi 
then,  I  endeavour  to  save  you  by  gTieaaing  ?  " 

"  Impossible  !  impossible  !  "  cried  T,  eagerly  ;  "no  one 
hving  conld  ever  guess,  ever  suppose — "  I  stopped  abrapUy; 
for  I  then  recollected  I  was  acknowledging  Homothing  ym 
to  be  guessed:  however,  he  noticed  not  laj  mistake. 

"At  least  let  me  try,"  answered  he,  mildly  ;  "  perhapil 
may  be  a  better  diviner  thaoi  you  imagine  :  if  I  goessever; 
thing  that  is  probable,  surely  1  must  approach  nearthercd 
i-eason.  Be  honest,  then,  my  love,  and  speak  without  re- 
serve ; — does  not  the  coantry,  after  so  much  gaiety,  so  mntJi 
variety,  does  it  not  appear  insipid  and  tiresome  ?  " 

"  No,  indeed  !  I  love  it  moi'e  than  ever,  and  more  tlura 
ever  do  I  wish  I  had  never,  revei-  quitted  it  I  " 

"  Oh,  my  child  !  tliat  I  had  not  permitted  the  journey! 
My  judgment  always  opposed  it,  hut  mv  resolution  was  not 
proof  against  persuasion." 

"  I  blush,  indeed,"  cried  I,  "  to  recollect  my  pamestnossi 
— but  I  have  been  my  own  puniaher !  " 

"  It  is  too  late  now,"  answered  he,  "  to  reflect  upon  thii 
subject ;  let  as  endeavour  to  avoid  repentance  for  the  tiiM 
to  come,  and  we  shall  not  have  erred  without  reaping  soto* 
instruction. "  Then,  seating  himself,  and  making  nie  sS 
by  him,  he  continued,  "  I  must  now  gness  again  :  perh^* 
j-ou  regret  the  loss  of  those  friends  you  knew  in  town  ,— 
perhaps  you  mias  their  society,  a&3.  ic^v  -^qm  \owj  m»  ^am 
fxo  more  ? — perhaps  Lm-d  OrviWc ^" 


^P,I  conld  Qoi  keep  my  seat ;  but,  rtBing  hastily,  said,  "  Dear 
^Hr,  aek  me  nothing  more  ! — for  I  Lrtb  nothing  to  own, — -  ' 
^fcthing  to  Buy ; — my  gravity  has  been  merely  nacidental, 
^nd  I  can  give  no  reason  for  it  at  all. — Shall  I  fetch  you. 
^botlier  book  ? — or  wiU  you  have  this  a^in  ?  " 
^f  For  some  minutes  lie  was  totally  silent,  and  J  pretended 
^pemploy  myeeK  in  looking  for  a  book.     At  laet,  with  a  deep 
^Kh,  "  I  Bee,"  said  he,  "  I  aee  hut  too  jilainly,  thnt  though 
^Vrelina  is  returned, — I  hare  lost  my  child  !  " 
Hr"  No,  Sir,  no,"  cried  I,  inexpressibly  shocked,  "she  is 
^Kbre  your's  than  ever !    Without  you,  the  world  would  bo 
^fdesert  to  her,  and  life  a  burthen  :— forgive  her,  then,  and, 
K^  yon  can, — condescend  to  be,  once  more,  the  confidant 
of  all  her  thoughts. " 

"  How  highly  I  value,  how  greatly  I  wish  for  her  confi- 
dence," returned  lie,  "  she  cannot  Imt  know;— yet  to  extort, 
to  teiir  it  from  her, — my  justice,  my  affection  both  revolt  at 
the  idea.  I  am  sorry  that  I  was  so  earnest  witii  you ; — 
leave  me,  my  den.r,  leave  me,  and  compo.i^e  yourself ;  we  will 
mpot  again  lit  ten." 
^  "  Do  yOQ  then  I'efiise  to  henr  mo  P  " 

"  No,  but  I  abhop  to  compel  you ,  I  have  long  seen  that 
mind  has  beer  ill  nt  ease,  nnd  mine  has  largely  par- 
□  of  your  concern  ;  I  forbore  to  question  you  ;  for  I 
ped  that  tinie  and  absence,  from  whatever  excited  your 
easinesa,  mig'ht  best  operate  in  silence  r  but,  alaa  !  your 
Action  Heeias  only  to  angiiient, — your  health  declines, — 
*ir  look  alters  ! — Oh,  Evelina,  my  aged  heart  bleeds  to 
I  the  change ! — bleeda  to  behold  the  darling  it  had 
Srished,  the  prop  it  had  reared  for  its  support,  when 
wed  down  by  years  and  infirmities,  sinking  itself  nnder 
)  presBure  of  internal  grief ! — sfenigglirg  to  hide  what  it 
lold  seek  to  participate  ! — But  go,  my  dear,  go  to  your 
n  room  ;  we  both  want  composure,  Sind  we  will  talk  of 
B  matter  some  other  time," 

'Oh,  Sir,"  cried  T,  penetrated  to  the  soul,  "  bid  me  not 
rs  yott' ! — think  me  not  so   lost  to  feeling,  to  grati- 

*  Kot  a  word  of  that,"  inteiTa^ited  he :  "  it^\Tvs.v>vt-iiv. 
)Bid  think  npoii  (hat  subject;  jmius  me  ^ii\\*\Cp\\V\  wv-^; 
wmber  fliat  yan  have  not  a  imtuvaV,  an.  Vi.-wi'i^*''^  -^s^-"^ 
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to  every  thing  within  my  power.  1  meant  not  to  aSeetjm 
thus, — I  hoped  to  have  eoofched  yon  ! — but  my  ajixiely  be- 
trayed me  to  an  RTgeucy  that  bas  distreEsed  yon.  Comftot 
yourself,  my  love  ;  and  doubt  not  bnt  that  time  will  stand 
your  friend,  and  all  wOl  end  well." 

I  burst  into  tears :  with  difficulty  had  1  ao  long  re- 
atrained  them ;  for  my  heELrt,  while  it  glowed  with  tender- 
ness and  gratitttde,  was  oppressed  with  a  sense  of  its  own 
anworthiness.  "  Tou  are  all,  all  goodness  !  "  cried  I,  in  a 
Toice  scarce  andible ;  "  little  as  I  deserve, — enable  as  I  am 
to  repay,  such  kindness, — yet  my  whole  soul  feels,^ — .thanlts 
you  for  it !  " 

"  My  dearest  child,"  crfed  he,  "  I  cannot  bear  to  see  tby 
tears  ; — for  mif  sake  dry  them  :  such  a  sight  is  too  mncn 
for  me :  think  of  that,  Evelina,  and  take  comfort,  I  charge 
thee  I " 

"  Say  then,"  cried  I,  kneeling  at  bis  feet,  "  say  then  that 
you  forgive  me  I  that  yon  pardon  my  reserve, — -that  yon 
will  again  suffer  me  to  tell  yon  my  most  secret  thongbts, 
and  rely  npon  my  promise  never  more  to  forfeit  your  confi- 
dence ! my  father  ! — my  protector  I — my  evor-honouied, 

— ever-loved — my  best  and  only  friend  ! — say  yott  foi^ve 
your  Evelina,  and  she  will  study  better  to  deserve  yonr 
goodness  ! " 

He  raised,  he  embraced  me :  he  called  me  his  sole  ]oy, 
his  only  earthly  hope,  and  the  child  of  bis  bosom !  He 
folded  me  to  his  heart;  and,  while  I  wept  from  the  fulness 
of  mine,  with  words  of  sweetest  kindness  and  conBolation, 
he  soothed  and  tranqnillised  me. 

Dear  to  my  rememlitance  will  ever  be  that  momGHt)  wbeOt 
baniEbing  the  reserve  T  had  so  foolishly  planned,  ajid  fio 
painfully  supported,  I  was  restored  to  the  confldenoe  of  the 
,  best  of  men ! 

When  at  length  we  were  again  quietly  imd  coniposedlj 
seated  by  each  other,  and  Mr.  Villars  waited  for  the  e^lft- 
nation  I  had  begged  him  to  hear,  I  found  myself  extremely 
embarrassed  how  to  introduce  the  Hubject  which  must  lead 
to  it.  He  saw  my  distress ;  and  vrith  a  kind  of  benev<rf0D 
pleBfiimtry,  usked  me  if  I  would  let  him  guess  any  moiB^ 
usgented  in  silence. 
"  Shall  I,  then,  ^o  back  to  vAxete  1  \«l\.  OS'S " 


—if  you  please ; — I  believe  bo, — "  said  I,  Btammei-ing 

*'  Well,  then,  my  love,  I  think  I  was  speaking  of  the  re- 

^greb  it  was  ntitural  yon  ehould  feel  upon  quittmg  those  from 
whom  you  had  received  civility  and  kindness,  with  so  little 
ajrlftinty  of  ever  seeing  them  again,  or  being  able  to  i-etorn 
their  good  offices.  These  iu%  circamBtanceB  thut  afford  bnir 
melancholy  roflectioiiB  to  young  minds  ;  and  theafiectionale 
disposition  of  my  Evelina,  open  to  all  social  feelings,  m 
be  hort  more  than  usual  by  such  eouai derations, — Tou 
silent,  my  dear.  Shall  I  name  those  wtiom  I  think  ci 
worthy  the  regret  I  speak  of?  We  shall  then  see  if 
opinions  coiiioido." 

Still  I  said  nothing,  anil  he  continued. 

"In  your  London  jouraal,  nolwdy  appears  in  a  more 
amiable,  a  more  respectable  light  than  Lord  Orville ;  and 
perhaps- " 

"  I  knew  what  you  would  eay."  cried  I,  hastily,  "  and  I 
have  long  feared  where  youi'  Buapicions  would  fiill ;  but  in- 
deed, Sir,  yoa  are  mistidten :    I  hate  Lord  Oi-Tille, — he 
the  last  man  in  the  world  in  whose  favour  I  should  be  pre- 
judiced-" 

I  stopped ;  for  Mr.  VillarH  looked  at  me  w 
finite  surprise,  that  my  own  warmth  made  me 

"  You  kale  Lord  Orville  !  "  repea.t«d  he. 

I  could  make  no  answer ;  but  took  from  my 
the  letter,  and  giving  it  to  him,  "  See,  Sir,"  a 
differently  the  same  man  can  lalk  and  write!  " 

He  read  it  three  times  before  he  spoke;    and  then  said, 

Kam  so  much  astonished,  that  T  kiiow  not  what  I  read. 
«n  had  yon  this  letter  ?  " 
told  him.  Again  lie  read  it,  and,  iLfter  considering  its 
bents  some  time,  said,  "  I  can  foiTU  hut  one  conjecture 
ooQceming  this  moat  extraordinaiT  pei'formauce  :  he  must 
certainly  have  been  intoxicated  when  he  wrote  it." 

"  Loi-d  Orville  intoxicatiad !  "  repeated  I ;  "  once  1 
thought  l'i"i  a  ati'anger  to  ajl  intempenince ;— but  it  is 
very  possible,  for  I  can  believe  iiny  thing  now." 

"  That  a  man  who  had  behaved  with  so  strict  a  regard  to 
delicauy,"  continued  Mr.  Villars,  "  (md  who,  Bd  far  aa  ocwt- 

ID  had  allowed,  inaii  ifestcd  aentimeTiV,s  tW  1(10%^  Via&a««- 
%  ahould  thuH  iusulwitly,  thuR  ■mafitaii\3,TOa>i*>*'"^'^°***'' 
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jojuig  woman,  in  hia  perfect  senses,  I  cannot  think  post 
But,  my  dear,  yon  should  hiwe  inclosed  this  letter  »i 
empty  cover,  and  have  retnrned  it  to  him  again :  su 
resentment  wonld  tit  once  have  become  your  cbara 
and  have  given  him  iin  opportunity,  in  some  mensor 
deiwing  hia  own.  He  conld  not  well  have  read  this  L 
the  next  mocning  withont  heing  sensible  of  the  improp 
of  having  written  it." 

Oh,  Maria  !  why  had  I  not  this  thought  ?  1  might 
have  received  some  npology ;  the  mortification  wonld  ■ 
have  heen  his,  not  riijie.  It  is  true,  he  conld  not  have  i 
stated  himself  so  highly  in  my  opinion  aa  I  had  i 
ignorantly  placed  him,  since  the  conviction  of  Bnch  in! 
perance  wonld  have  levelled  him  with  the  rest  of  hia  im 
feet  race ;  yet  my  humbled  pride  mif^'ht  have  been  cona 
by  his  acknowledgments. 

But  why  should  I  allow  myself  to  be  harabled  by  a  ■ 
who  can  Enffer  hia  reason  to  be  thus  abjectly  debased,  fl 
I  am  exalted  by  one  who  knowa  no  vice,  and  scarce 
failing,  Imt  by  hearsay  ?  To  think  of  his  kindness,  ant 
fleet  upon  hia  pifiiscs,  might  niiimtile  and  comfort  ma  ( 
in  the  midst  of  nffliation.  "Your  indignation,"  amd 
"  is  the  result  of  virtue ;  yoa  fancied  Lord  Orville 
without  fault — ha  had  the  appearance  of  infinite  Woi 
ness,  and  yon  supposed  his  chn.ractcr  accorded  witk 
appearance :  giiileleaa  yourself,  how  could  you  pre 
against  tho  duplicity  of  another  ?  Yonr  disappoinlB 
haa  but  been  proportioned  to  your  expectationa,  and 
have  chiefly  owed  ita  severity  to  the  innocence  which  hi 
approach." 

I  will  bid  these  words  dwell  evar  in  my  memory, 
they  shal!  cheer,  comfort,  and  enliven  me  !  This  conre 
tioD,  though  oxtremoly  affecting  to  meat  the  time  it  pat 
has  relieved  my  mind  from  much  anxiety.  CouccrIih 
my  dear  Maria,  is  the  foe  of  tranquillity  :  however  I 
err  in  future,  I  will  never  be  disingenuous  in  ackx 
[edging  my  errors.  To  you  and  to  Mr.  Villara  I  -to* 
niivemitting  confidence, 

And  yet,  though  1  am  iiioi-o  at  ease,  I  am  far  from  v 
/have  been  some  time  writm^tViH\Ql^e:T -,  V>\\.\Wfljut( 
send  yon  soon  a  more  c'bceT?tt\  ot\c. 


Adien,  my  sweet  friend.  I  intreat  you  not  to  acqnaio 
even  yonr  dear  mother  with  this  affair  ;  Lord  Orvillo  is 
favonrite  with  her,  and  why  Bhonld  I  publish  that  t' 
B  not  that  honour  ? 


LETTER   LXI. 

ELINA    IH   CONTINUATION. 


B  Bristol  Sotiwlls.  Augitst  28lh. 

^70U  will  be  again  anrprised,  my  dear  Maria,  at  seeing 
-I  whence  I  date  my  letter ;  hut  I  have  been  very  ill,  and 
^Ii-.  Villara  waa  so  much  alarmed,  that  he  not  only  insisted 
ipon  my  accompanying  Mrs,  Selwyn  hither,  bat  earnestly 
ieaired  she  would  hasten  her  intended  journey. 

We  trrtvelled  veiy  slowly,  and  I  did  not  find  inysf 
o  much  fatigued  as  I  expected.     We  aro  situnted  upon 
nost  delightful  spot ;  the  pj'os[]ect  is  beautiful,  the  air  pure, 
Lnd  the  weather  very  favouralile  to  invfllida.     I  am  already 
)otter,  and  I  doubt  not  hut  I  shall  soon  be  well ;  as  well,  in 
■egard  to  mere  health,  as  I  wish  to  be. 

I  cannot  express  the  reluctance  with  which  I  parted  from 
ay  revered  Mr.  Tillars  :  it  waa  not  like  that  parting  which, 
ast  ApriJ,  preceded  my  journey  to  Howard  Grove,  when, 
ill  expectation  and  hope,  though  I  wept,  I  rejoiced,  and, 
hough  I  sincerely  grieved  to  leave  him,  I  yet  wished  to  be 
fono ;  the  sorrow  I  now  felt  waa  unmixed  with  any  livelier 
ensation  ;  cspectation  waa  vanished,  aud  hope  I  had  none  1 
Ul  that  I  held  roost  deiir  upon  earth  I  quitted ;  and  that 
ipon  an  errand,  to  the  succeas  oi  which  I  waa  totally  iu- 
[iffai-ent,  the  re-establiahment  of  my  health.  Had  it  been 
o  have  seen  my  sweet  Maria,  or  her  dear  mother,  I  should 
lot  have  repined. 

Mra>  Selwyn  is  very  kind  and  attpnlive  to  me.  She  is 
jttremely  clover  :  her  uuderetandtug,  indeed,  may  be  called 
afiaevUm:  but,  nnfcirfunately,  h^r  mn'awtmi  iWfc>!ve  "Cm- 
^■k  epithet;  for,  in  studying  to  acoawc  Wvo  V.-nowXiA'jji 
^mhofses,  alio  biis  lost  all  the  soitiiORa  lA  Vw  o-w^v- 
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regard  to  myRelf,  howevor,  ns  I  htivs  neitbep  cmira^i 
inolination  to  argne  with  her,  I  have  nevei'  beaa  pemiE 
hnrt  at  her  want  of  gentlenesB  ;  a  virtue  which,  nevertbe 
seems  so  esaentiat  &  pari  of  tlie  female  cbaraoter,  thntl' 
myself  more  awkward,  and  less  at  ease,  with  a.  woinau  ■ 
wants  it,  than  I  do  with  a  man.  She  ia  not  ii  fuvonri) 
with  Mr.  Villars,  who  hus  ofton  been  disrated  at  herm 
merciful  propensity  to  satire :  but  his  anxiety  thiit  I  shonl  ' 
try  the  effect  of  the  Bristol  waters,  overcam.e  his  difiUkn ) 
committing  me  to  her  care,  Mrs.  Clinton  ia  also  here]  I 
that  I  sluill  be  us  well  attended  as  his  utmost  partiality  CD^ 
desire. 

I  will  continue  to  write  to  you,  my  dear  Miss  Mirrt 
with  as  much  constanoy  as  if  I  had  no  other  oorresponidEsI 
though,  during  my  absence  from  Berry  Hill,  my  lettw 
mAy,  perhaps,  be  shortened  on  account  of  the  minutenesstl 
the  journal  which  I  must  write  to  my  beloved  Mr.  Viliwi 
bnt  you,  who  know  his  expectations,  and  how  many  ti« 
bind  me  to  fulfil  them,  will  I  am  sure,  rather  excuse  117 
'  n  to  yourself,  than  any  negligence  to  him. 


LETTER   LXII. 

KVELENA   TO   THW    REV.  MB.  VILLAES, 

Bristol  Eotwelh,  Sept.  12(1. 

"^HE  hi'st  fortnight  that  I  passed  here  was  so  quiet)  M 

-    serene,  that  it  gave  me  reason  to  expect  a  settled  cs' 

during  my  stay  ;  but  if  1   may  non-  Judge  of  the  tuofi 

come,  by  the  pfcaent  stato  of  my  mind,  the  calm   will 

snccoocJed  by  a  storm,  of  which  I  dread  the  violence  I 

This  morning,  in  my  way  to  the  pump-room  wilii  1^ 
Selwyn,  we  were  both  very  much  incommoded  by  tbia 
gentlemen,  who  were  sauntering  by  the  side  of  the 
laughing  and  talking  very  loud,  and  lounging  so  disBfiMe 
ably,  that  we  knew  not  how  io  pass  them.  TLey  all  this 
liKed  their  eyes  very  boldly  upon  me,  alternattily  lotddiu 
under  my  iiat,  and  wbiepemvg  otio  ».-Qayiici-  Mra,  3a 
trt/i  unHnuietl  an  jurof  uiicuiMBwn*.^tatt*-'^,«a4.wfli,''"^< 


itlemen,  either 


to  proceed  youTBelves,  i 
if  them,  "  we  will  suffer  you 


Oh  !  Ma'am,"  cried  o 
h  the  greiiteat  pleaKurt 

Tou  will  eaffer  us  loth,"  auawered  she,  "  or  I  am  mach 
taken  :  you  had  better,  therefore,  make  way  quietly  ;  for 
tanld  be  sorry  to  give  my  servant  the  troabie  of  teachiug 

better  m&uners." 

ler  commanding  air  struck  them,  yet  they  all  chose  to 
fh ;  and  one  of  them  wiahed  the  fellow  would  begin  his 
on,  that  he  might  hare  the  pleasure  of  rolling  him  into 

Avon ;  while  another,  advancing  to  me  with  a.  freedom 
ch  made  me  start,  said,  "  By  my  soul  I  did  not  know 

!— but  I  am  sure  I  caimofc  be  mistaken  ;■ — had  not  I  the 
OUT  of  seeing  you  once  at  the  Pantheon  ?  " 

then  recollected  the  nobleman,  who,  at  that  plac 
unch  eitibarrossed  me.     I  courtsied  without  speaking. 
;y  all  bowed,  and  miiking,  though  in  a  very  easy  ir 

"      ''        '  o  paB3  on,  bnt 


a  you  GO  long  have 
'  1  search  of  yoi 
lor  hear  of  yon 
e  become  of  you. 


ipology  to  Mrs.  Selwyn,  they  aufEered  n 
e  to  accompany  us. 
'jid  where,"  coutiniied  this  Lord, ' 
Uprself  P  do  yon  know  I  have  been  i 
)  P    I  could  neither  find  you  out,  i 
reatnre  could  inform  me  what  we 
t  imagine  where  yon  could  be  L 
i  three  public  places  every  night,  in  hopes  of  meeting 
I  Pray,  did  jou  leave  town  P  " 

'So  e^iy  in  the  season  l^what  could  poasibly  induce 
to  go  before  the  birth-day  ?  " 

1  had  nothing,  my  Lord,  to  do  with  the  biith-day." 
By  my  soul,  all  the  women  who  had,  mity  rejoice  yoi 
a  away,     Uave  yoa  been  here  any  time  ?  " 
Not  above  a  fortnight,  my  Lord." 

A  fortnight  !^how  unlucky  tlmt  1  did  not  meet  you 
!  bnt  I  have  had  a  mn  of  ill  luck  e 

a;  shall  yon  stay  ?  " 

ad,  ray  Lord,  1  don't  know." 
t  weeks  1  hope;  for  I  shall  wiali  tho  plii.cc  at  the  devil 

tiiltor   youvsell',   mj    VjotA,"    «i\Oi.  "^^.^^ 


SelwjTi,  who  had  hitherto  listened  in  Bilent  contea]  i^ 
"  that  you  shall  see  such  a  beautiful  spot  as  this,  when  j  ^ 
visit  the  dominious  of  the  devil  P  "  ^ 

"  Ha,  ha.,  hii !  Faith,  tuj  Lord,"  said  one  of  his  Ml  m 
panions,  who  stiil  walked  with  na,  though  the  othro  In  ^ 
taken  leave,  "  the  lady  ia  rather  hard  upon  you."  ■ 

"  Not  at  all,"  answered  Mrs.  Selwyn  ;  "  for  as  I  CMiK  « 
donbt  but  his  Lordship's  rank  and  interest  will  secoW  U  i 
a  place  there,  it  would  be  reflecting  on  his  nnderstandjn  ^ 
to  suppose  he  should  not  wish  to  enlarge  and  beautifj'  I 
dwelling," 

Much  as  I  was  disgusted  with  this  Lord,  I  must 


;.3! 


■d, " 


e  wIdi 


Mrs.  Selwjn's  severity  rather  surprised  i 
have  so  often  observed  it,  will  not  wonder 
an  opportunity  of  indulging  her  humour. 

"As  to plaees,"  returned  he,  totally  u 
indifferent  to  them,  that  the  devil  take  n 
■way  I  go  !  objects,  indeed,  I  am  not  ao  easy  about ;  > 
therefore,  I  expect,  that  those  angels  with  whose  brao^ 
ftm  BO  muehenraptnrediii  this  world,  will  Im.ve  the  goodM 
to  afford  me  some  little  conaohition  in  thi;  other.'' 

"What,  my  Lord!"  cried  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "would  yon  id 
to  degrade  the  habitation  of  your  friend,  by  odmitttngW 
it  the  Insipid  company  of  the  upper  regions  ?  " 

"  What  do  you  do  with  yourself  this  evening?  "  BSodU 
Lordship,  turning  to  me. 

"  I  shall  be  at  home,  my  Lord," 

"  0,  it-pTopos, —  where  are  you  P  " 

"  Young  ladies,  my  Lord,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn, ' 

■'  Prithee,"  whispered  his  Lordship,  "is  that  qneenWDi'' 
your  mother?" 

Good  Heavens,  Sir,  what  words  for  such  a  question'1 

"  No,  my  Lord." 

"  Tour  maiden  aunt  then  P  " 


"  No." 

"  Whoevei'  she  ia,  I  wish  si 

j  I  don't  know  what  the  devil 

'she  is  only  in  other  folk' 

hlirP- 

"I  IwUevc  liot,  my  tiord. 


iTould  mind  her  c 
Foman  lirea  for  after  thWj 
Shall  you  be  at  tttt 


|I — why  tben,  Low  in  tlie  world  cau  you  coofirive  to 
Mr  titoa  ?  " 

lanner  which  yoor  Lordeliip  will  think  verj  ei- 
nary,"   oried.   Mrs.    Selwjn,    "  for   the  yonng    jivdj 

Elgad,  mj  Lord,"  cried  the  facetious  ciLim- 
I  "you  are  got  into  bad  hands." 
(L  had  better,  Ma'am,"  aaswerod  be,  "  attack  Jack 
y  here,  for  you  will  make  nothing  of  me." 

KDM,  my  Lord,"  cried  she,  "Heaven  forbid  I  should 
irtain.  so  idle  aji  expectation !     I   only  talk,  like  a 
cman,  for  the  aake  of  talking ;  bat  1  have  by  no 
opinion  of  your  Lordship,  jib  to  Bnppose 


^( 


,  pray,  Ma'am,"  cried  ho,  "  turn  U)  Jiick  Coverley  ; 
very  man  for  you  ; — he'd  bo  a  wit  himself  if  he  vras 
^modest." 

thee,  my  Lord,  be  quiet,"  returned  tlia  other;  "if  the 
pontented  to  bestow  all  her  favonra  upon  yojt,  why 
yon  make  such  a  point  of  my  going  Bnacks  P  " 
't  be  appreheosiive.  gentlemen,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn, 
.  am  not  romantic  ; — I  have  not  the  least  design  of 
pood  to  either  of  you." 
Ve  not  you  been  ill  since  I  saw  yon  p  "  said  his 
Q),  again  addressing  himself  to  me. 
B,  my  Lord." 

fought  so  ;  you  are  paler  than  you  was,  and  I  s 
ftt'B  the  reason  1  did  not  recollect  yon  sooner." 
B  not  your  Lordship  too  much  gallantry,"  cried 
Slwyn,  "  to  discover  a  young  lady's  illness  by  her 

devil  a.  word  can  I  apeak  for  that  woman,"  said  he, 
B  voice;  "  do,  prithee,  Jack,  take  her  in  hand." 
juse  me,  my  Lord,"  answered  Mr.  Coverley. 
en  shall  I  see  yon  again  ?  "  continued  his  Lordship 
I  go  to  the  pump-i-oom  every  morning  ?  " 

my  Lord." 
you  ride  out  ?  " 
|jay  Lord." 
t&OT  wa  aiTived  at  the  pump-voora,  aa4  wi  ««&  's 

versation,  if  it  ie  not  an  a^i^vwi  <a^  ■w^wSis.i^ 


give  Buch  a  term    to  ii  string  of  mtJe  qneBtioni 
compliments. 

He  had  not  opportunity  to  aay  mnch  more  to  me 
Selwyn  joined  a,  large  party,  and  I  walked  home 
two  ladies.  He  had,  however,  the  curiosity  to  a 
the  door. 

Mrs.  SelwjTi  was  very  pager  to  know  how  I  had  mad) 
mjquaintajice  with  this  nobleman,  whope  mannei's  so  eri- 
dently  announced  the  chai'acter  of  a  confinned  libertine.  I 
could  give  her  very  little  satiafaction,  as  I  was  ignorant 
even  of  hia  name  :  bnt,  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Bidgewaj,  tlu 
apothecary,  gave  ns  veiy  ample  information. 

As  hia  person  was  easily  described,  for  he  is  remarlcahlj 
till],  Mr.  Kidgeway  told  us  he  was  Lord  Mert«r,  a  not* 
man  who  is  but  lately  come  to  his  title,  though  he  has  ti; 
ready  dissipated  more  th:it  half  his  fortune  ;  a  professed 
admirer  of  beauty,  bnt  a  man  of  most  licentious  cliaractarj 
that  among  men,  his  companiouHCDnaisted  chiefly  of  gamblen 
and  jockeyB,  and  among  women  he  was  rarely  admitted. 

"  Well,  Miss  Anville,"  said  Mrs,  Selwyn,  '■  I  am  glad  I 
was  not  more  citnl  to  him,  Tou  may  depend  upon  me  foi 
keeping  him  at  a  distance." 

"  0,  MadMu,"  said  Mr.  Ridgeway,  "  he  may  now  1M'  tA 
mittod  any  where,  for  he  ia  going  to  refonti." 

"  Has  he,  under  that  notion,  persuaded  any  fool  to  maFt] 

"Not  yet.  Madam,  but  amnrriageis  expected  to  take  place 
shortly  :  it  has  been  some  time  in  agitation  ;  but  the  friemdii 
of  the  lady  have  obliged  her  to  wait  till  she  is  of  age :  howJ 
ever,  her  brothei",  who  has  chiefly  opposed  the  match,  noJ 
that  she  is  near  being  at  her  own  disposal,  is  tolerably  ({tuetJ 
She  ia  veiy  pretty,  and  will  have  a  laj^e  fortune.  We.eX'J] 
pect  her  at  the  Wells  every  day."  J 

"  What  is  her  name  ?  "  said  Mrs.  Selwyn, 

"  Larpent,"  answered  he :  "  Lady  Louisa  Larpent,  sislen 
of  Lord  Orvillo."  J 

"  Lord  Orville  1"  repeated  1,  all  amazement. 

"  Tea  Ma'am  ;  hia  Lordship  ia  coming  with  her.      I  hftl 
had  aeriam  information.     They  are  to  be  at  the  Hi 
Mrs.  Beanmont'a.     Bbe  is  a  re'\a\.\cra  ol  isi-^  \iotS' 
»  veiy  Sue  house  npon  Cliiton  H-ii\," 


t.  I 

1  her.     I  hATfl 
heHontfodH 
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Sis  Lonlakip  is  owning  with  her ! — Gsood  God,  what 
notion  did  thoee  words  give  me !  How  strange,  my  dear 
ir,  that,  jnst  at  this  time,  be  should  visit  Brietol  \  It  will 
■  imposBible  for  me  to  avoid  seeing  him,  aa  Mrs.  Selwyn 
very  well  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Beanmont.  Indeed,  I 
ive  bod  an  esaipe  in  not  being  under  the  same  root  with 
m,  for  Mrs.  Benumout  invited  uatoherhouae  immediately 
Don  onr  arriviil ;  but  the  inconvenience  of  being  so  distant 
om  the  pnmp-room  made  Mrs.  Selwyn  decline  her  civility. 
Oh  that  the  first  meetinji^  wei'eover! — or  that  I  could  quit 
pistol  without  seeing  him ! — inexpreBsibly  do  I  dread  an 
«Fview  I  Should  the  same  impertinent  freedom  be  ex- 
MBed  by  his  looks,  which  dictated  this  cruel  letter,  I  shal] 
t  know  how  to  endure  either  him  or  myself.  Had  I  hut 
nmed  it,  I  should  be  easjer,  because  my  sentiments  of  it 
luld  then  be  known  to  bim  ;  but  now,  he  can  only  gather 
mi  from  my  behaviour ;  and  I  tremble  lest  he  should 
stake  my  indignation  for  confusion  ! — lest  he  should  mis- 
latrue  my  reserve  into  embarrassment ! — for  how,  my 
u^st  Sir,  how  shal!  I  be  able  totaOy  to  divest  myself  of 
e  respect  with  which  I  have  been  used  to  think  of  him  ? — 
e  pleasure  with  which  I  have  been  used  to  see  him  ? 
Surely  be,  as  well  as  I,  must  recollect  the  letter  at  the 
oment  of  our  meeting;  and  he  will,  probably,  mean  to 
tther  my  thoughts  of  it  from  my  looks ; — oh  that  they 
uld  but  convey  to  him  my  real  detestiition  of  impertinence 
d  vanity  !  then  would  he  see  how  much  he  had  mistaken 
y  disposition  when  he  imagined  them  my  due. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  very  idea,  that  such  a  man  aa 
ird  Merton  should  ever  be  conneuted  with  Lord  Orville 
utild  have  both  surprised  and  Khot.'ked  me ;  and  even  yet 
am,  pleased  to  hear  of  bis  repugnance  to  the  marriage. 
But  how  strange,  that  a  man  of  so  abandoned  a  character 
lould  be  the  choice  of  a  sister  of  Lord  Orville !  and  how 
ange,  thai,  almost  at  the  moment  of  the  nnion,  he  should 
so  importunate  in  gaUantrj'  to  another  woman  !  "What  a 
rid  is  this  we  live  in  !  how  corrupt !  how  degenerate  ! 
U  might  I  be  contented  to  see  no  more  of  it !  If  I  find 
it  the  eyes  of  Lord  Orville  agree  with  tis  pmi,— "V  '  "* 
m  think.  j^Aftto/nil  mankind,  tbo  only  intta.QusS.Tifts 
■des  at  Benj  Hill 
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LETTEK   LXIU. 

EVELINA    IN    CONTraUATlOS. 

Bristol  HotioeUs,  SajJ 

OH,  Sir,  Lord  Orville  is  BtiU  HmBelf !  still  wliat.  fa 
the  raomeat  I  beheld,  I  believed  Mm  to  be — all  tl 
is  amiable  in  man !  and  your  happy  Evehnii,  restored  at  w 
to  spirits  and  trmqaillity,  is  no  longer  sunk  in  her  0 
opinion,  nor  discontented  with  the  world; — no  longer.fl 
dejected  eyes,  sees  the  prospect  of  paissing  her  future  i 
in  sadness,  doabt,  and  suspicion !-;- with  revived  conr 
she  now  looks  forward,  imd  expects  to  meet  with  goodfl 
evoa  among  mankind : — though  still  she  feela,  as  Btron 
a»  ever,  the  folly  of  hoping,  in  any  second  instance,  to  n 
wiili  jieif eclion. 

Tour  conjecture  w.ib  certainly  right ;  Lord  Orville]  ^ 
he  wrote  that  letter,  could  not  be  in  his  senses.  Oh  ( 
intemperance  should  Lave  power  to  degrade  bo  low,  a1 

This  morning  1  accompanied  Mrs.  Selwyii  to  Clifton  I 
where,  beautifully  situated,  is  the  house  of  Mra.  Beanm 
Most  imcOBifortahle  were  my  feelings  daring  our  n 
which  was  very  slow ;  for  the  agitation  of  my  mind  n 
me  more  than  usually  sensible  how  weak  1  still  conti: 
As  we  entered  the  hoiLse,  I  siunmoned  dll  my  resoln 
to  my  aid,  determined  rather  to  die  thaii  giva  Lord  Or' 
reason  to  attribute  my  weakness  to  a  wrong  caoao.  I 
happily  relieved  froni  my  perturbation,  when  I  saw  ] 
Beaumont  was  alone.  We  sat  with  her  for,  I  believe 
hour  without  interruption ;  and  then  we  saw  a  phaeion  d 
up  to  the  gate,  and  u  lady  and  g^itlemin  alight  from  i 

They  entered  the  parloni'  with  the  ease  of  people 
were  at  home.  The  gentleman,  I  soon  saw,  yras  I 
Merton :  he  came  shufBing  into  the  room  with  his  boob 
'lis  whip  in  his  hand ;  and  haying  made  something 
T  to  Mrs.  Beiiumont,  he  turned  towards  me.     His 


prise  was  very  evident.;  bul  \i6  tooV  vu  iLQa.muCT  tA-mAjIi 
rae.     He  n-aited,  I  believe,  to  ivRco-iCT,  &tA,«\^^ 


Bght  me  to  that  house,  where  he  did  not  look  lancb 
[  at  meeting  me.  He  seated  himself  very  qnietlj  at 
l^ow,  without  speaking  to  aay  body. 
i  time  the  l&dj,  who  seemed  tot)'  yonng,  hobbling 
|ihan  walking  into  the  room,  made  a,  passing  coortsy 
1,  Beaumont,  saying,  "  How  are  yon.  Ma'am  'f  "  and 
|thont  noticing  any  body  else,  with  an  air  of  languor 
\g  herself  npon  a  sofa,  protoating,  in  a  moat  nffeoted 
^d  speaking  so  softly  she  could  hardly  be  hea,rd,  that 
i  fatigued  to  death.  "  BeaUy,  Ma'am,  the  roada  are 
''" — t  duBty, — you  can't  imagine  how  titiubleBOma 
one's  eyes  ! — and  the  son,  too,  is  monstroas  dia- 
■1  dare  say  I  shall  be  so  tanned :  I  shan't  be  fit  to 
i.^,.  jige.  Indeed,  my  Loi-d,  I  won't  go  ont  with  you 
^,  for  yoQ  don't  care  where  you.  take  one." 
pa  my  honour,"  said  Lord  Merton, "1  took  yon, 
uantest  ride  in  ^jngland^    the  fault  was  in  the  sun 

nr  LoTdahip  is  in  the  right,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn, 
pBteir  the  fault  to  the  suit,  because  it  has  so  many 
^es  to  coanterbalaace  p&rtial  inconveniences  that  a 
Bme  will  not  injuro  that  in  our  estimation." 
[Merton  looked  by  no  means  dehghted  at  this  attack  j 
L  belieye  she  would  not  so  readily  have  Butde,  bat  to 
B  bis  neglect  of  na. 

B  yon  meet  your  brother,  Lady  Loniea  P  "  said  Mrs. 
^nt. 
, Ma'am.    Is  he  rode  ont  this  laoming?  " 
found,  what  I  had  before   suspected,   that  this 
Lord  Orville's  sister  :  how  strange,  that  such  near 
should  he  so  difEerent  to  each  other !    There  is, 
resemblance  in  their  features ;  but,  in  their 
not  the  least, 
answered  Mrs.  Beaumont,    "  and  I   beUeve  he 
see  yon." 

Lord  drove  ao  monstrons  fast,"  said  Lady  LoDlsai 
trhaps  we  pafsed  him.  He  frightened  me  out  of 
T  declai-e  my  head  is  quite  giddy.  Do  yoa 
m,  we  have  done  nothing  but  quarrel  all  the 
-You  can't  think  how  l\t  sctAAed-,  \ia.Ne  -oox.'Vv 
'  luid  she  smiled  expresaWeVy  a.tV.oT&'^t.t'wi'^ 


I 


"  Ton  have  been,  ua  ;on  nlways  are,"  eaid  be,  twieting 
hiB  whip  with  his  fing^rg,  "  all  aweetQees." 

"  0  fie,  jaj  Lord,"  cried  she,  "  1  know  you  don't  think 
BO ;  I  know  you  think  me  veiy  iU-mitnred ;— don't  voa,  mj 
Lord?" 

"  No,  apon  my  honour ; — how  can  jonr  Ladyship  ast 

snoh  a  qnealaon  ?  Pray  how  goes  time  ?  my  watch  stands," 

"  It  is  almost  three,"  answered  Mrs.  Beaumont. 

"Lord,  Ma'am,  you  frighten  me!  "  cried  Lady  Louisa; 

and  then,  tnming  to  Lord  Merton,  "  why  now,  you  wicki^ 

creature  you,  did  jou  not  tell  me  it  was  but  one  ?  " 

Mi-B.  Selwyn  then  rose  to  take  leave  ;  but  Mrs.  Beaumonl 
asked  if  she  would  look  at  the  ahnibbery.  "  I  should  like 
it  much,"  answered  she,  "but  that  I  fear  to  fatigue  Miss 
Anville." 

Lady  Louisa,  then,  raising  her  head  from  her  hand,  on    | 
which  it  had  leant,  turned  round  to  look  at  me;  and  bar- 
ing fully  satisfied  her  curiosity,  without  any  regard  to  tlis 
confusion  it  gave  me,  tamed  about,  and,  again  leaning  oa 
her  hand,  took  no  further  notice  of  mo. 

I  declared  myself  very  able  to  walk,  and  begged  that  1 
might  accompany  them.     "  What  say  yoa,  Lady  Lonisn"     | 
cried  Mrs.  Beaumont,  "to  a  stroll  in  the  garden  P  " 

"  Me,  Ma'am  ! — I  declare  I  can't  stir  a  step  ;  the  heat  it 
80  excessive,  it  would  kill  me,  I'm  half  dead  with  it  aV 
ready ;  besidee,  I  shall  have  no  time  to  dress,  WU]  an) 
body  be  here  to  day,  Ma'nm  ?  " 

"I believe  not,  nnlosa  Lord  Merton  will  favour  us  witli 
his  company." 

"  With  grent  pleitanre,  Madiijn." 

"  Well,  I  deolaro  you  don't  deserve  to  be  asked,"  cried 
Lady  Lonisa,  "  you  wicked  cruature  yon  ! — T  must  toll  yOB 
line  thing,  Ma'am,. — -yon  can't  think  how  abominable  lis 
was !  do  you  know  we  met  Mr.  Level  in  his  new  phaetoD) 
and  my  Lord  was  so  cmel  aa  to  drive  ngainat  it? — *e 
really  flew.  I  declare  I  could  not  breathe.  Upon  my  word, 
my  Lord,  I'll  never  trust  myself  with  you  again, — I  wou'l 
indeed," 

We  then  went  into  the  garden,  leaving  them  to  diaoitf 
the  point  at  their  leiaure. 
Do  yoa  remember  a  prettij  but  .iffsded  yoitug  VudBi,' 


mm 


ionedfo  Have  ieeu.in  Lord  Orville's  party,  uttbeFtuitiieoiiP 

Jow  little  did  I  then  imagine  her  to  be  hie  sister  !  jet 
jadyLoniaaLarpont  is  tliCYerj- person.  I  can  now  account 
or  the  piqued  manner  of  her  speaking  to  Lord  Merton  that 
ivening,  and  I  can  now  account  for  the  air  of  diapleaeure 
nth  which  Lord  Orville  marked  the  nndue  attention  of  hia 
Titnre  brother-in-law  to  me. 

We  had  aot  walked  long,  ere.  at  a  diatance,  I  pereeired 
jord  Orville,  who  seemed  just  dismonnted  from  liia  horse, 
later  the  garden.  AU  my  pertnrbatioa  retaraed  at  the 
light  of  him  ! — yet  I  endeaToured  to  repress  every  feeling 
>iit  resentment.  As  he  approached  as,  he  bowed  to  the 
thole  party  ;  but  I  turned  away  my  head  to  avoid  taking 
nj  share  in  hia  ciTility.  Addressing  himself  immediately 
a  Mrs.  Beaumont,  Le  was  beg-inning  to  emjnii-e  after  his 
ister  :  bnt,  upon  seeing  my  face,  he  suddenly  exclaimed, 

Miss  Anville  ! — -"  and  then  be  advanced,  and  made  his 
omplimenta  to  me, — not  with  an  air  of  vanity  or  imperti- 
ence,  nor  yet  with  ii  look  of  (.■unaciouanesa  or  shame ; — bi 
'itb  a  countenance  open,  manly,  and  ehanning  ! — with 
mile  that  indicated  pleasure,  and  eyes  that  sparkled  with 
slight ! — on  iny  side  was  M  that  consciouanesB ;  for  by. 
im,  I  really  believe,  the  letter  was,  at  that  moment,  entirel  ' 
argotten. 

With  what  politeness  did  Le  jiddresa  me  !  with  what 
weetnesB  did  he  look  at  me  !  the  very  tone  of  bia 
semed  flattering  !  he  congratulated  himself  upon  his  good 
orfcune  in  meeting  with  me  ;■ — hoped  I  ahoald  spend  Bome 
ime  in  Bristol,  and  enquired,  even  with  anxiety  enquired, 
'  my  health  was  the  cause  of  my  jomney ;  in  which  cose 
is  satisfaction  would  be  converted  into  Hppi-ehension. 

Yet,  struck  as  I  was  with  hia  manner,  and  chaiTaed  to 
jid  him  such  as  he  was  wont  to  be,  imagine  not,  my  dear 
lir,  that  I  forgot  the  resentment  I  owe  him,  or  the  oausw 
e  has  giveu  me  of  displeasure ;  no,  my  behaTiour  was  sucbji 
8  I  hope,  had  you  seen,  you  would  not  have  disapproved 

-was  grave  and  distant ;  I  scarce  looked  at  him  whi 
poke,  or  answered  him  when  he  was  silent. 

As  he  most  certainly  observe  this  alteration  in  m.Y 
net,  I  think  it  conld  not  fail  making  ^ma  \>ofti  -iwwS 
ad  repeat  the  provocation  he  had  ao  ca.\iBei.eBK&5  p.iea.- 
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fov  aiu«]y  he  was  not  bo  wholly  lost  to  renson,  aa  to  be  WW 
ignoraiit  he  had  erer  offended  me. 

The  moment  that,  without  abaolate  rBdenesa,  I  was  abln 
I  turned  entirely  from  liim,  und  asked  Mrs.  Selwyn  if  W 
Bhonld  not  be  late  home  ?  How  Iiord  Orrille  looked  I  kno* 
not,  for  I  avoided  meeting  hie  eyes ;  bat  ho  did  not  epeak 
another  word  as  wo  proceeded  to  the  garden  gate.  Indeed, 
t  believe,  niy  abniptness  Bnrprieed  him,  for  he  did  not  seein 
to  Bipect  I  had  ao  much  Bpirit.  And,  to  own  the  trott, 
convinced  aa  I  was  o£  the  propriety,  nay,  necessity,  of  show- 
ing my  displeaanre,  I  yet  almost  hated  myself  for  receiving 
Lis  politeness  eo  nngracioualy. 

When  we  were  taking  leave,  my  eyes  accidentally  meet- 
ing his,  I  could  not  but  observe  that  Ilia  gravity  equalled 
my  own ;  for  it  had  entirely  tnken  place  of  the  smiles  anJ 
good  humour  with  which  he  had  met  me. 

"  I  am  afraid  this  yonng  Indy,"  said  Mrs.  BeaTuoont,  "ii 
too  weiik  for  another  long  walk  till  she  is  again  rested." 

"H  the  ladies  will  tmst  to  my  driving,"  said  Lori 
Oryille,  "  and  are  not  afraid  of  a.  phaeton,  mine  shaJl  bi 
ready  in  a  moment." 

"  Ton  are  very  good,  my  Lord,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "bat 
my  will  ia  yet  unBigneil,  and  I  don't  choose  to  venture  in  * 
phaeton  with  a  young  man  while  that  is  the  case." 

"0,"  cried  Mrs.  Beaumont,  "yon  need  not  be  afraid  nf 
my  Lord  Orville,  for  he  is  remarkably  careful." 

"  Well,  Misa  Anville,"  answered  she,  "  what  say  you  ?  " 

"Indeed,"  cried  I,  "  I  had  much  rather  walk — ,"  Bd 
then,  looking  at  Lord  OrviUe,  I  perceived  in  his  face  ft  Bar 
prise  HO  serions  at  my  abrupt  refusal,  that  I  could  not  for- 
bear adding,  "  for  I  ahould  be  sorry  to  occasion  80  mool" 
trouble." 

Lord  Orville,  brightening  at  these  words,  came  forward 
and  pressed  his  offer  in  a  manner  not  to  be  denied  ; — so  tilt 
phaeton  was  ordered  !  And  indeed,  my  dear  Sir, — I  know 
not  how  it  was ; — but,  from  that  moment,  my  coldnBss  anfl 
reserve  insensibly  wore  away  !  Tou  must  not  be  angiTi — 
it  was  my  intention,  nay,  my  endeavour,  to  support  tneis 
with  SiTunesa  :  but  when  I  formed  the  plan,  I  thought  only 
of  the  letter, — not  of  Lord  Or^WeX — a».4.\iow  ^!.  it  ^osow 
for  i-eaentmsnt  to  sabeiat  witVicnit  ^<WQc»)6tf»'*  -^^jb^^iriumi 


',  hod  he  sDBtained  the  part  be  begcin  to 
■When  he  wrote  this  ever-to-be-regretted  letter,  yonr 
linB  would  not  have  forfeited  her  title  to  your  eateeii], 
iontentedlj-  anbrnitting  to  be  treated  with  indignity, 
Te  continued  in  the  garden  til]  the  phaeton  was  ready, 
^n  we  piirted  from  Mrs,  Beaumont,  she  repeated  her 
bation  to  Mrs.  Selwyn  to  accept  an  apartment  in  her 
le ;  but  the  reason  I  have  already  mentioned  made  it 
.gain  declined, 
ord  OiTilIe  drove  very  elow,  and  bo  cautiously,  that,  not- 
letanding  the  height  of  the  phaeton,  fear  would  have  , 
I  ridiculous.  I  supported  no  part  in  the  conyeraation ; 
Mrs.  Selwyn  eitremely  well  supplied  the  place  of  two. 
i  Orrille  himself  did  not  speafc  much  ;  but  the  exoellent 
e  and  refined  good-breeding  which  accompany  eveiy 
i  he  uttera,  give  Talue  and  weight  to  whatever  he  saya, 
I  Bnppose,  my  Lord,"  said  Mn?.  Selwyn,  when  we 
ped  at  nur  lodgings.  "  you  would  have  been  extremely 
used  had  we  met  any  gentlemen  who  have  the  honour 
no  wing  you." 

If  I  had,"  answered  he,  gallantly,  "  it  would  hiive  been 
1  mere  compassion  at  their  envy." 
No,  my  Lord,"  answered  she,  "  it  would  have  been  from 
3  ehame,  that,  in  an  age  so  during,  you  alone  should  be 
1  a  coward  as  to  forbear  to  frighten  women." 
0,"  cried  he,  laughing,  "when  a  man  ia  in  a  fright  for 
aelf,  the  ladies  cannot  but  be  in  security ;    for  yon  have 
Jiisd.  half  the  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  vour  per- 
"*    \  I  have  for  that  of  my  heart."    He  then  alighted, 
6  oat,  took  leave,  and  again  mounting  the  phaeton, 
)f  sight  in  a  minute. 
Cfertainly,"    said  Mrs.    Selwyn,    when  he   was    gone, 
>re  must  have  been  some  mistake  in  the  birth  of  that  I 
ig  man ;  be  was,  undoubtedly,  designed  for  the  last  age  ;  [ 
ie  IB  really  polite  !  " 

nd  now,  my  dear  Sir,  do  not  you  think,  accoitliiig  to 
present  sitnation  of  affairp,  I  may  give  up  my  resent- 
t,  without  imprudence  or  impropriety  ?  I  hope  ■^oo. 
t  blame  me.  Indeed,  had  you,  AiVe  me,  aeiSQ Vvft  "^^i 
t  bebavionr,  you  would  have  bfceu  con'raioe^  ^ ''J 
'  ilify  of  supporting  any  f  uTther  iTv4\giv».\A<TO.- ' 


.^aa.  bait 
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LETTER   LXIV. 

KVBLraA   IK   CONTIKOATIOH. 

Brietol  Hotwells,  Sept.  IM. 

YESTERDAT  morning  Mre.  Selwyn  received  a.  ow 
fromMrs,  Beamnontjto  ask  her  to  dine  with  lierto-fl^ 
andonother,  to  tbeeame  purpose,  came  to  me.  The  isTitatioi 
was  accepted,  and  we  are  bnt  just  airiFed  from  CJifton.  Hil 
We  found  Mrs.  Beanmont  alone  in  the  pailonr.  I  will 
write  you  the  character  of  that  lady,  in  the  words  of  on" 
satirioal  friend  Mrs.  Selwyn.  "  She  ib  an  absolute  Ooal 
Calendar  higot ;  for,  chancing  herself  to  be  bom  of  a  nobk 
and  ancient  family,  she  thinks  proper  to  be  of  opinion,  tlui 
hirtk  and  vbrtae  are  one  and  the  same  thing.  She  hflfisottr 
good  qnahties  ;  bat  they  rather  originate  from  pride  than 
principle,  as  she  piqnea  herself  upon  being  too  high-hom  !■> 
be  capable  of  an  unworthy  action,  and  tbinka  it  incnmbeot 
upon  her  to  Bupport  the  dignity  of  her  ancestry.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  worid  in  general,  she  has  taken  it  into  hst 
head,  that  condeecension  is  the  moat  distinguishing  TirtM 
of  high  hfe  ;  so  that  the  same  pride  of  family  which  rendeii 
others  imperiooe,  is  with  her  the  motive  of  affability,  BbI 
her  civility  is  too  formal  to  be  comfortable,  and  too  me- 
chanical to  be  flattering.  That  she  does  me  the  hononr  ul 
so  much  notice,  is  merely  owing  to  an  accident,  which,  I  a» 
sure,  is  very  painfnl  to  her  remembrance ;  for  it  so  h^ 
pened,  that  1  once  did  her  some  service,  in  regard  to  an 
apartment  at  Southampton ;  and  I  have  since  been  in- 
formed, that,  at  the  time  she  accepted  my  assistance,  sIk 
I  thought  I  was  a  woman  of  quality  ;  and  1  make  no  doull 
but  she  was  miserable  when  she  discovered  m 
country  gentlewoman :  however,  hoi"  nice  notions  of  de- 
coram  have  made  her  load  me  with  favours  ever  sinn. 
But  I  am  not  much  flattered  by  her  civihties,  as  I  am.  con- 
vinced I  owe  them  neitlier  to  attachment  nor  gratitude; 
bat  solely  t«  a  defiire  of  canceUing  an.  obligation,  which' abt 
fc_  cannot  brook  being  under,  to  one  «\iC)ae  Tiraus;  \&-tia| 
^^  to  be  foBBd  in  the  Gov/rt  Calendar." 


BB  well  know,  my  dear  Sif,  the  delight  this  lady  tekoB  I 

Iving  way  to  her  satirical  humoar.  I 

fjs.  Beanmont  received  us  very  graoiouHly,  though  sh«  J 

iiwiat  distreaaed  me  by  the  qnestions  sbe  asked  con-  i 
ly  family; — such  as,  Whether  I  was  related  to  tht 

Q  the  North  ?— Whether  some  of  my  name  did  not  ' 
^IiincolnBhire  ?  and  many  other  enquiries,  which  mnch 


keconveraationnexttnmednponthe  intended  marriage  in 
mily.  She  treated  the  Bob ject  with  reserve  ;  but  it  was 
Isnt  ebe  disapproved  Tiady  Lovisa'R  choice.  She  spoke  in 
||  of  the  highest  eBl«em  of  Lord  Orville,  calling  him,  in 

Imtel's  words,  "  Unjaime  homme  comme  il  y  en  a pm." 
i  not  think  this  converaation  rery  agreeably  inter-    ■ 
by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Lovel.    Indeed  I  am  heartsily    ' 
te  is  now  at  the  Hot  Wells.     He  made  hia  compli- 
with  the  moat  obsequious  respect  to  Mrs.  Beaumont, 
)k  no  sort  of  notice  of  any  otier  person, 
few  minutes  Lady  Loniaa  Larpent  made  her  appear- 
The  same  manners  prevailed  ;  for,  conrtaying,  with 
pe  yon  are   well,   Ma'am,"   to  Mrs.   Beanmont,   she" 
straight  forward  to  her   seat  on  the  sofa ;  where,  1 
f  her  head  on  her  hand,  she  cast  her  langnia' 
the  room,  with  a  vacant  stare,  as  if  determined,  | 
1  she  looked,  not  to  see  who  was  in  it. 
It,  Love!,  presently  approaching  her,  with  reverence  t 
[profound,  hoped  her  Ladyship  was  not  indisposed. 
'.  Lovel !  "  crieii  she,  raising  her  head,  "  T  declare  I  ' 
it  see  you  i  have  you  been  here  long  ?  " 
fey  my  waich,  Madam,"  gaid  he,  "  only  five  minutes, — 
W  yonr  Ladyship's  absence  aa  many  hours." 
jl)  nowl  thinkof  it,"  cried  she,  "  I  am  very  angry  with 

0  go  along,  do ;  for  I  sha'n't  speak  t)  yon  all  day." 
ven  forbid  yonr  La'sbip's  displeasure  should  last  bo 

1  Buoh  cruel  circumstances,  a  day  would  seem  an 
put  in  what  have  I  been  so  nnfortuna(«  as  to  oSend  p  " 

u  half  killed  me  the  other  morning,  with  terror  !  I 
iiot  yet  recovered  f  fom  my  fright.  How  could  yonbasa 
ito  drive  your  phaeton  agamst  my  lioti^crtoii*"*-*' 
D  bononr,  Ma'iim,  yonr  La'aiiip  does  t 
•  «//  owjDg'  to  the  horses, — iheTe-waano  c:aT\i'> 


I  protest  I  suffered  more  than  jonr  Ln^lyship,  from  tbl 
terror  of  alftiinmg  yoo." 

JuBt  then  entered  Lord  Mertoo  ;  staJking  np  t»  Mn 
Beaamont,  to  whom  alone  he  bowed,  he  hoped  he  had  nal 
made  her  wait;  and  then,  adyancingtoLady  Loniaa,  aaid, ' 
a  careless  manner,  "  How  is  your  Ladyship  thia  morning 

"  Not  well  atoll,"  answered  she  ;  "  I  have  been  dying  iri& 
the  head-ache  ever  since  1  got  np." 

"  Indeed !  "  cried  he,  with  a  countenance  wholly  untaoTWi, 
"  I  am  very  unhappy  to  hear  it.  But  should  not  your 
Ladyship  have  some  advice  P  " 

"  I  am  quite  sick  of  advice,"  answered  she,  "  Mr.  Bidge- 
way  has  but  juat  left  me, — but  he  has  done  me  no  good. 
Sohodj  here  knows  what  is  the  matter  with  me,  yet  Quj 
bM  flee  how  indifierent  1  am." 

"Tonr  Ladyship's  constitution,"  said  Mr,  Lovel,  "ia  in- 
finitely delicate." 

"  Indeed  it  is,"  cried  flhe,  in  a  low  voice,  "  I  am  nervt  ill 

"  1  am  gladt  however,"  Baid  Lord  Merton,  "  that  you  did 
not  take  the  air  this  morning,  for  Coverley  has  been  driviwi 
against  me  as  if  he  was  mad :  he  lias  gvit  two  of  the  liosBt 
spiriteH  horses  I  ever  saw." 

"  Pray  my  Lord,"  cried  slie,  ''  why  did  not  you  bring  Mr. 
Coverley  with  jou  ?  he's  a  droU  creature  ;  I  tike  bim  moa- 
fltrouflly." 

"  Why,  he  pi^anised  to  be  heif  aa  soon  as  me,  I  snppoM 
he'll  oome  before  dinner's  over," 

In  the  midst  of  thia  trifling  conversation  Lord  OrvillB 
made  hia  appearance.  0  how  different  was  his  addrem! 
how  superior  did  he  ]ook  and  move,  to  all  about  him  I 
Having  paid  his  respects  to  Mrs.  Beaumont,  BJid  then  U 
Mrs.  Selwyu,  he  came  up  to  me,  and  said,  "  I  hope  Mi« 
Auville  has  not  suffered  from  the  fatigna  of  Monday  morn- 
ing ?  "  Then,  turning  to  Lady  Iionisa,  who  seemed  rath* 
surprised  at  his  speaking  to  me,  ho  added,  "  Give  me  leani, 
Biaf«r,  to  introdufe  Miss  Anville  t.o  you." 

Ijfwly  LonifiH..  half-rising,  said,  very  coldly,  that  she  shotlld 
ba  gi&d  of  the  Lonoiar  of  knowing  imft  ■,  avii  tben,  a' 

.tv-biBpet,  her  conTersation. 


ihat  she  shotild 


•an 

r  my  p&rt,  I  had  risen  and  oourteied,  and  now,  feeling 
/  fooUeb,  I  seated  myseLf  again  :  first  I  blushed  at  the 
mexpectad  politenese  of  Lord  Orville,  and  immedifttolj 
.fterwards  at  the  contemptaons  failure  of  it  in  bis  Bister. 
iow  can  that  young;  lady  see  her  brother  so  imiTersally 
.dmired  for  hia  manners  and  deportment,  and  yet  be  so 
loamiably  opposite  to  him  in  here !  but  while  hia  mind, 
iQlarged  and  noble,  lises  superior  to  the  little  prejudici 
if  rank,  hers,  feeble  and  nnsteady,  sinks  beneath  theii- 
laence.' 

Lord  Orville,  I  am  anre,  was  hurt  and  displeased 
is  lips,  and,  tnming  from  her,  addressed  himself  wholly 
ae,  till  we  were  summoned  to  dinner.      Do  you  think  I 
lOt  grateful  for  his  attention  p  yes,  indeed,  and  every 
iea  I  had  entertained  was  totally  obliterated. 

As  we  were  eeating  ouTHelves  at  the  table,  Mr.  Coverl 
ame  into  the  room  ;  he  made  a  thousand  apologies 
ireath  for  being  so  late,  but  said  he  had  been  retarded  by  a 
ittle  accident,  for  that  he  had  oTei'tni'ned  his  phaeton,  and 
iroke  it  all  to  pieces.  Lady  Lonisa  screamed  at  this  in- 
elUgeuce,  and,  looking  at  Lord  Merton,  declared  she  would 
lever  go  into  a  phaeton  again. 

"  O,"  cried  he,  "  never  mind  Jack  Coverley 
lot  know  how  to  drive." 

"  My  Lord,"  cried  Mr,  Coverley,  "  I'll  di'ive  against  ijavt^ 
or  a  thousand  pounds." 

"  Done  !  "  returned  thu  other ;  ''  niune  your  day,  and  we' 
iiioh.  choose  a  j'ndg^," 

"  The  sooner  the  better,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley 
ow,  if  the  carriage  ean  be  repaired." 

■  "  Bat  I  un  very  fond  of  Lady  LauiBoj  1  think  her  (ui  well  drawn 
,iiy  chtti-BCtorin  theliook!  >o  fine,  so  alfeotod,  so  langaialiing;  anii,  __ 
he  aamn  (iiue,»o  inaolent  I" — Mrs.  Trrale,  Madaiae  JfJrblag'e  Jhaiy. 
^aeasl  23,  IT'S. 

When  Mrs.  Thrale  was  pruvokBd  hy  the  piinctilroua  refintmient  of  her 
'  Bweet  Biirnej,"  she  wrote  to  her, — "  Don't  yoa  bo  Lady  Loaisa  with 
lut  her  quality."  This  Eecmed  playful,  but  wa  find  that  she  wrote  of 
ifjss  Burmy,  in  that  private  not»-boDh  wliiuh  Dr.  Jotinson  namuil 
'  Thraliaiw  " — "  the  dignity  of  Ur,  Burney'a  daughter — nuiA  dignity  1 
Ciw  Iddy  Louisa  of  Leicester-Sijiiiire!  "  There  bx«  oUwi  Vu.t&  "^^^ 

^^j'own  bosoin'trhnd,"  "  My  dearest  WveViBSl  tcienA,*  ^'^-jV**)-"* 


■  bK^H 

'J 

by  a  ■ 
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iWe  -nnnu.  ^^^H 

"  TLeee  enterpiiHea,"  said  Mrs,  Belvys,  "are  TeryprtH 
for  taen  of  rank,  since  'tis  a,  million  to  one  bat  bath  parMll 
will  be  incapaoitated  for  any  better  employment."  I 

"  For  Heaven's  sake,"  cried  Lady  Lonisa,  changing  cokm,! 
"  don't  talk  so  shoekingly  !  Pray,  my  Lord,  pi-ay,  i!iJ 
Coverley,  don't  alarm  me  in  this  manner."  I 

"  Compose  yourself,  Lady  Louisa,"  said  Mrs.  BeanmonlJ 
"  the  gentlemen  will  think  better  of  the  scheme  ;  they  sJ 
neither  of  them  in  earnest."  | 

"The  very  mention  of  audi  ii  scheme,"  said  LadyLonin)] 
taking  ont  her  salts,  "  makes  me  tremhle  all  over  !  Inderi, 
my  Lord,  yon  have  frightened  me  to  death  !  I  shan't  eati 
m.orBel  of  dinner." 

"  Permit  me,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "  to  projjoae  some  otTiK 
enbject  for  the  present,  and  we  will  discups  this  matiff 
another  time." 

"  Pray,  brother,  excuse  me ;  my  Lord  rnnst  give  me  lii 
word  to  drop  the  project, — for  I  declare  it  has  made  nf 
sick  as  death." 

■'  To  compromise  the  matter,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "snppoa, 
if  both  parties  are  unwiliitig  to  give  np  the  bet,  thfttil" 
make  the  ladies  easy,  we  change  its  object  to  sometfailij 
less  dangerous  ?  " 

This  propcfflal  was  so  strongly  seconded  by  all  the  pwt'i 
that  both  Lord  Merton  and  Mr.  Ooverley  were  obliged  to 
comply  with  it;  and  it  was  then  agreed  that  the  affair 
shoiUd  be  finally  settled  in  the  afternoon. 

"  I  shall  now  be  entirely  out  of  conceit  with  phaetais 
again,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  though  Lord  Orville  had  almort 
reconciled  me  to  them." 

"  My  Lord  Orrille  !  "  cried  the  witty  Mr.  Ooverley,  "  vhj, 
my  Lord  Orville  ia  as  carefnl, — egad,  as  careful  as  an  oiJ 
woman  I  Why,  I'd  drive  a  one-horse  cart  against  my  Lord's 
phaeton  for  a  hundred  guineas  !  " 

This  sally  occasioned  much  laughtei'  j  for  Mr.  Coverleti 
I  find,  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  infinite  hnmour. 

"Perhaps,  Sir,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "yon  hiive  not  dis- 
covered the  reason  my  Lord  Orville  ia  so  careful  ?  " 

"  Whf,  no,  Ma'am  ;  1  must  own  1  never  heard  any  par- 
tjcniar  reason  for  it." 
"Wbf,  then,  Sir,  Til  teW  \t  3011  v  ^1^4 \\^\ot(i'^«<i  « 


w 


s  it  to  be  very  parbicnlar ;  liis  Lordship's  frienttB  are 
tot  jet  tu'ed  of  him." 

I  Lord  Orville  lang^hed  and  bowed.  Mr.  Coverloy,  a  little 
jDnfoaed,  turned  to  Lord  Merton,  and  said,  "  No  foul  play, 
py  Lord  i    1  remember  jonr  Lordship  recommended  me  to 

e  notice  of  this  lady  the  other  morning,  and,  efjad,  I  te- 
o  you  have  been  doing  me  the  same  office  to-day." 
Give  yon  joy,  Jack !  "  cried  Lord  Merton,  with  a  loud 
fengh. 

7  After  thie  the  conversation  turned  wholly  upon  eating,  a 
lebject  which  was  discnRsed  -with  the  ntmost  deh'ght  [  and, 
iad  I  not  known  tliey  were  men  of  rank  n.nd  fashion,  I 
Bionld  have  imagined  that  Lord  Merton,  Mr.  Lovel,  and 
\At.  CoTorley,  had  all  been  professed  cooks  ;  for  they  dis- 
played Bo  much  knowledge  of  sauces  and  made-dishes,  and 
of  the  varioua  methods  of  dressing  the  same  tilings,  that  J 
am.  persuaded  they  must  have  given  much  time,  and  much 
study,  to  make  themselves  sach  adepts  in  this  art.  It 
would  be  very  difficult  to  determine,  whether  they  were 
moat  to  be  dlBtinguished  ns  (jbtittons  or  epimires;  for  they 
were,  at  once,  dainty  and  voracioua,  understood  the  right  and 
tte  wrong  of  every  dish,  and  alike  emptied  the  one  and  the 
other.  I  should  have  been  qnite  sick  of  their  remarks,  had  T 
not  been  entertained  by  seeing  tliat  Lord  Orville,  who,  I 
Him  sure,  was  equally  disgusted,  not  only  read  my  sentiments, 
but,  by  his  conntenance,  communicated  to  me  his  own. 

When  dinner  was  over,  Mrs.  Beaumont  recommended 
the  gentlemen  to  the  care  of  Lord  Orville,  and  then  attended 
the  ladies  to  the  drawing-room. 

The  conversation,  till  tea-time,  was  eitremejy  insipid; 
Mrs.  Selwyn  reserved  herself  for  the  gentlemen,  Mrs.  Bean- 
moot  was  grave,  and  Lady  Lonian  languid. 

Bat,  at  tea,  every  body  revived  ;  we  were  joined  by  the 
igentlemon,  and  gaiety  took  the  place  of  dullness. 

Since  1,  aa  Mr.  Lovol  says,  am  Nohody,'  I  seated  myself 
quietly  at  a  window,  and  not  very  near  to  any  body  :  Lord 
Merton,  Mr.  Coverley,  and  Mr.  Lovel,  severally  passed  me 
without  notice,  and  surrounded  the  chair  of  Lady  Louisa 
Larpent.     I  must  oh  n,  I  was  rather  pi(\uedMiV[».'oi3ia.-Ttfiwt 

rMr.  Lovel,  aa  he  hfiA  formerly  known  me.    ■"  ■  "  -  ' 
'  P^e  2b. 


lonisa        I 
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most  sincerely  despise  his  foppery  ;  yet  I  should  be  griered 
to  meet  with  conienipi  from  iitiy  body.  Bat  T  was  byW 
means  sony  to  find,  that  Lord  Merton  waa  determined  not 
to  know  me  before  liady  Louisa,  as  his  n^lect  relieved  me 
from  mnch  embarrasement,  Aa  to  Mr.  Covei'ley,  his  atten- 
tion or  disregard  were  equally  indifferent  to  me.  Yet,  aU 
together,  I  feel  extremeJy  auoomfortable  in  finding  myself 
considered  in  a  light  very  inferior  to  the  rest  of  the  company. 

But  when  Lord  Orville  appeared,  the  scene  changed: 
he  came  np  staira  last ;  and,  seeing  me  sit  alone,  not  onl; 
spoke  to  me  directly,  but  drew  u.  chaii-  next  mine,  aod 
honoui'ed  me  with  his  entire  attention. 

He  enqnired  very  particularly  after  my  health,  and  hoped 
I  had  already  found  benefit  from,  the  Bristol  air.  "  How 
Kttledid  Iimagine,"addedhe,"  when  [  had  Inst  the  pleasnre 
of  seeing  you  in  town,  that  ill  liealth  would  in  so  short  a  tune 
have  brought  yon  hither  !  I  am  ashamed  of  myself  for  the 
satisfaction  I  feel  at  seeing  yon, — yet,  how  can  I  help  it  f  " 

He  then  enqnired  niter  the  Mirvan  family,  and  spoke  of 
Mrs.  Mirvan  in  terms  of  moHt  just  pr?-ioe.  "  She  is  genMe 
and  amiable,"  said  he,  "a  trno  feminine  character." 

"Tea,  indeed,"  answered  I:  "and  her  Bweot  daughter, 
to  say  every  thing  of  her  at  once,  is  jnat  the  danght«r  sucli 
a  mother  deserves." 

■'lamgladof  it,"saidhe|"forbDththeirHakeB,asanohneu 
relations  mast  always  reflect  credit  or  disgrace  o»each  otbeff." 

After  this  he  began  to  speak  of  the  boantiea  of  Clifton ; 
but,  in  a  few  moments,  he  was  interrupted  by  a  call  from 
the  company,  to  discuss  the  affair  of  the  wager.  Lori 
Merton  and  Mr.  Coverley,  though  they  had  been  discoursing 
npoa  the  subject  aome  time,  could  not  fix  upon  the  thing 
that  satisfied  them  both. 

When  they  asked  the  assistance  of  Lord  Orville,  he  pro- 
posed that  every  body  present  should  vote  something  ;  «nd 
that  the  imo  gentlemen  should  draw  lots  which,  from  the 
several  votes,  should  decide  the  bet. 

"  We  must  then  begin  with  the  ladies,"  said  Lord  Orvillej 
and  applied  to  Mrs.  Selwyn. 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  answered  she,  with  her  usual  icaAi* 
xieaa;  "and,  since  the  gentleTaea  atB  "cuat  nJitwioi"  '"*" 
their  fiscks,  anppose  we  decide  ttio\K>^\>^  'OaesCT^--^ 


^ 
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By  our  heads  ?  "  cried  Mr.  t'(i\'ei-!ej-.  "  Egad,  I  doi 
ratand  yon." 
' .  "  I  will  then  esplam  myself  more  fully.  Am  I  doubt  nt^ 
ant  yon  ai'e  toth  excellent  classics,  suppoae,  for  the  good  q 
rourowB  meinoriea,  and  the  entertainment  and  snrpriae  of  tW 
jompany,  the  thousand  pounds  should  fall  to  the  share  o( 
•ti'm  who  can  repeat  by  heart  the  longest  ode  of  Horace  ?  " 

ITohody  coald  help  laughing,  the  two  gentlemen  applied 
M  excepted ;  who  seemed,  each  of  them,  rather  at  a  lose  in 
tthai  manner  to  receive  this  unexpected  proposal .  At  length 
Mr.  Coverley,  bowing  low,  Enid,  "  Will  your  Tiordship  please 
o  begin  ?  " 

"Devil  take  me  if  I  do!  "  answered  he,  ttirning  on  his 
leel,  and  stalking  to  the  window. 

"  Come,  gentlemen,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  why  do  yon  hesi- 
Oite  ?  I  am.  stire  you  cannot  be  afraid  of  a  weak  ■womaoi  t 
Besides,  if  yon  should  chance  to  be  out,  Mr.  Lovel,  I  dare 
(ay,  will  have  the  goodness  to  aegiefc  yon." 

The  laugh  now  turned  against  Mr.  Lovel,  whose  change  of 
jOQiitenaiice  manifested  ao  great  pleaauro  at  the  transition. 
^^M.e,  Madum  !  "  said  he,  colouring;   "no,  really  I  n 
^bto  be  excused." 
BWIiy  so,  Sir  ?  " 

I^Whyso,  Ma'am! — Why,  really — as  to  that, — 'ponhonotjjj 
IU''&in,  you  are  rather — a  little  severe; — for  how  is  it  pos- 
uble  for  a  man  who  is  in  the  honse,  to  study  the  classics  ?  I 
issnre  yon.  Ma'am,  (with  an  affected  shrug)  I  find  quite 
buaiaess  enough  for  my  poor  head  in  studying  politicB." 

"  But,  did  yon  atndy  politics  at  school,  and  at  the  uni- 

"  At  the  univorsitj  !  "  repeated  he,  with  an  embarrnased 
look  ;  "  why,  as  to  that,  Ma'am, — no,  1  can't  say  I  did  ; 
bat  then,  what  with  riding, — and — and — and  so  forth, — 
really,  one  has  not  much  time,  even  at  the  university,  for 
mere  reading." 

^Bnt,  to  be  snre.  Sir,  you  have  read  the  classics  P  " 
^  dear,  yea.  Ma'am  I — very  often, — but  not  very — not 
if  lately." 

■Which  of  the  Odes  do  yon  recommeiid  Ui  tt\efie  ^eriiSeEniKo. 

P^in  witb  P" 

VWMch    of  tie    Odes  !— itenUy,  M^'atii,  aa  ^o  *va.V  ^ 


geoi 

lot^H 

pos-  I 


hoive  no  very  particular  choice ;— for,  to  owb  the 
Horuce  was  never  a  very  great  faTourite  with  mi 

"  In  truth  I  betieye  you  !  "  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  very 

Lord  MertoD,  again  advancing  into  the  circle,  with  a  dm 
and  a  laugh,  said,  "  Give  you  joy,  Lovel !  " 

Lord  Orville  neit  applied  to  Mrs.  Beaumont  for  hervotti.  |, 

"  It  would  very  agreeably  remind  me  of  past  times,"  bbH  I^ 
she,  "  irhen  homiiig  was  in  fashion,  if  the  bet  was  bo  depend 
upon  the  best  made  bow." 

"  Egad,  my  Lord,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley.  "  there  I  shonW 
beat  yon  hoilow,  for  your  Lordship  nerer  bows  at  all." 

"  And  pJTiy.  Sir,  do  i/oii  ?  "  said  Mrs.  Selwyn. 

"  Do  /,  Ma'am  ?  "  cried  he  ;  "  why,  only  see  I  " 

"I  protest,"  cried  she,  "I  should  have  taken  that  fort 
shrug,  if  you  had  not  told  me  'twaa  a  bow." 

"My  lord,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "let's  practise;  "  and  then, 
most  ridiculously,  they  pranced  about  the  room,  making  hows. 

"  We  must  now,"  said  Lord  Orville,  turning  to  me,  "call 
upon  Miss  Anville." 

"  0  DO,  my  Lord,"  cried  I ;  "  indeed  I  have  nothing  to 
propose."  He  would  not,  however,  be  refused ;  bnt  nTgel 
me  so  mach  to  say  soiiiethmg,  that  at  last,  not  to  moke  him 
wait  any  longer,  I  ventured  to  propose  an  extempoi-e  couplet 
upon  some  given  aubject. 

Mr,  Coverley  instantly  made  me  a  bow,  or,  according 
to  Mrs.  Selwyn,  aslirag,  crying,  "  Thank  you,  Ma'am ;  egM 
that's  my  forte .' — why,iuy  Lord,  tlie  Fates  seem  against  youi 

Lady  Louisa  was  then  applied  to ;  and  every  body  seemed 
eager  to  hear  her  opinion.  "  I  don't  know  what  to  say,  I 
declai'e,"  cried  she,  afiectedly ;  "  can't  you  pDss  lae  ?  " 

"  By  no  means,"  said  Lord  Merton. 

"  Is  it  possible  your  Ladyship  can  moke  so  cruel  a 
quest?  "  said  Mr.  Lovel. 

"  Egad,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "if  your  Ladyship  does  not 
help  us  in  this  dilemma,  we  shall  ha  forced  to  retnm  ' 
phaetons.'' 

"Oh I"  cried  Lady  Louisa,  screaming i  "you  fnglitfai 
creature,  yon,  how  can  you  be  so  abominable  ?  " 

I  beliera  thic  trifling  lasted  near  half  an  hour;  when  al 
length,  every  body  being  tiieA,  it  -waa  ^-"i-a  -i'j.wiA.  ' 
said  she,  would  oousidev  ngainat  aa^Q&a'c  ^^ooa- 


Lord  OiTvillB  now  called  upon  Mr.  Lovel ;  who,  aftorJ 
boat  ten  minntfiB'  deliberBtion,  proposed,  with  a 
Drtant  face,  to  determine  the  wa^er  by  who  ahould  draw 
le  longest  stniw  ! 

I  had  much  difficulty  to  forbear  laughing'  at  this  iin- 
leaning  schemo ;  but  saw,  to  my  great  sorprise,  not  the 
laet  change  of  countenance  in  any  othei'  person  :  and,  since 
>e  came  home,  Mrs.  Selwyn  has  informed  Ae,  that  to  dTato 
raws  is  a  fashion  of  betting  by  no  means  uncommon,    (had 

od  !  my  dear  Sir,  does  it  not  seem  h.h  if  money  were  of  no 
line  or  service,  since  those  who  possess,  squander  it  away 
I  a  manner  so  infinitely  abenrd  ? 

It  now  only  remained  for  Lord  Orville  to  speak ;  and  the 
rfiention  of  the  company  showed  the  expectations  he  h:id 
lisoft ;  jet,  I  believe,  they  by  no  means  prevented  his  pro- 
osal  from  lieing  heard  with  amaEement ;  for  it  was  no 
ther,  than  that  the  money  should  be  his  dne,  who,  according 
>  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  should  bring  the  worthiesPj 
aject  with  whom  to  share  it ! 

Tbpy  all  stareii,  without  speaking.  Indeed,  I  beliei 
very  one,  foi'  a  moment  at  least,  eiperieuced  somethinL 
ke  ehame,  from  having  either  proposed  or  countenanced 
a  extravagance  so  nselesa  and  frivolous.  For  my  part,  I 
as  so  much  struck  and  affected  by  a,  rebuke  so  noble  to 
iBse  spendthrifts,  that  I  felt  my  eyes  filled  with  tears. 

The  short  silence  and  monientary  reflection  into  whiol 
le  company  was  surprised,  Mr.  Coverley  was  the  first 
ispel,  by  saying,  "  Egad,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship  has 
loet  remarkable  odd  way  of  taking  things," 

"Faith,"  said  the   incorrigible   Lord  Merton,  "if  this' 
iheme  takes,  I  shall  fix  upon  my  Swiss  to  share 
ir  I  don't  know  a  worthier  fellow  breathiug." 

After  a  few  more  of  these  attempts  at  wit,  the  two  gentle- 
ten  agreed  thatthey  would  settle  the  affair  thecextmoming. 

The  conyeraation  then  took  a  different  tarn ;  but  I  did 
ot  give  it  sufficient  attention  to  write  any  account  of 

ot  long  after,  Lord  Orville,  resuming  his  seat  ueai 
tid,  "  Why  is  Mbs  Anville  so  thoughtful  ?  " 

r?' I    am  sorry,  my  Lord,"  said  I,  "to  couwAbt 
^■U  those  who  bare  bo  justly  incuvred  jooi  ceisaMxe.'' 
^HpoRanuv  / — you  amaze  me  I  " 


"  Indeed,  my  Lord,  tou  have  made  me  quite  a 
tuyeelf  for  having  giveo  my  vote  so  footiaUy,  whm  wi 
opporlimity  offered,  if,  like  yoar  Lordahip,  I  had  had  (M 
dense  to  Me  it,  of  show-ing  some  hmnanity." 

"  Yon  treat  this  too  seriottsly,"  said  he,  smiling ;   "  and  I 
hardly  know  if  yen  do  not  now  inaaa  a  rebnke  to  me." 
"  To  you,  my  Lord  !  " 

"Nay,  who  are  moat  deserving  of  it;  those  who  aU 
their  converaation  to  the  company,  or  those  who  a^bct  ■ 
be  superior  to  it  ?  " 

"  0,  my  Lord,  who  else  would  do  you  so  little  justice?' 
"I  flatter  myself,"  answered  he,  "that,  in  fact,  jo<i 
opinion  and  mine,  in  this  point,  are  the  same,  though  tQi 
condescended  to  comply  with  the  humour  of  the  companj 
It  ie  for  me,  therefore,  to  apologize  for  so  unseasonable 
gravity,  which,  but  for  the  particular  interest  that  1  no' 
take  in  the  affairs  of  Lord  Merton,  I  should  not  have  bee 
BO  offidons  to  display." 

Such  a  compliment  as  this  could  not  fail  to  reconcile  n 
to  myself  ;  and  with  revived  spirits,  I  entered  into  »  ax 
versation,  which  he  supported  with  me  till  Mrs.  Selwyn 
carriage  was  announced ;  and  we  returned  home. 

During  our  ride,  Mrs.  Selwyn  very  mucJi  surprised  mi 
by  asking,  if  I  thought  my  health  would  now  permit  mel 
give  up  my  morning  walks  to  the  pump-room,  £or  tlie  jnu 
pose  of  spending  a  week  at  Clifton  P  "  for  this  poor  Jfci 
Beaumont,"  added  she,  "  is  so  eager  to  have  a  dischaiee  i 
full  of  her  debt  to  me,  that  out  of  mere  conipassion,  I  B 
induced  to  listen  to  her.  Besides,  she  has  always  a  hoiu 
foil  o£  people  ;  and,  though  they  are  chiefly  fools  and  coi 
corobs,  yet  there  is  some  pleasure  in  catting  them  ap. ' 

I  begged  I  might  not,  by  any  means,  prevent  her  £o 
lowing  her  inclination,  as  my  health  was  now  very  we 
establiahed.  And  so,  my  dear  Sir,  to-morrow  we  are  tol 
actually  the  gnests  of  Mrs.  Beaumont. 

I  am  not  much  delighted  at  this  scheme ;  for,  great^  * 
I  am  flattered  by  the  attention  of  Lord  Orville,  it  ia  nc 
very  comfortable  to  be  neglected  by  every  body  else,  fll 
sides,  as  I  am  sure  I  owe  the  particularity  of  hjs  civility  * 
a  generoas  feeling  Eor  mj  BifcuaAAon.,!  taannA  mc^ct  liimt 
aapjmrt  it  so  long  aa  a  weelt. 


■fi.(/w  often  do  I  wifih,  ainco  I  luu  absent  £i-om  you,  tbat  J| 
a  under  the  protection  of  Mre.  Mirvtm  I   It  ia  tme,  J  ' 
elwyn  is  very  oblijiring,  and,  ia  every  respect,  treats  me  as 
an  equaJ  ;  but  she  is  contented  with  beharing  well  herself, 
anA  does  not,  with  a  distingnisbing  polit«Qcss,  raise  and 
sapport  me  with  others.     Yet  I  mean  not  to  blame  her,  foj 
1  know  she  is  sincerely  my  friend  ;    bnt  the  faet  i 
herself  so  m.acb  occnpied  in  conversation,  when  in  compaiiJH 
that  she  has  neither  leienrn  nor  thoncrht  to  attend  to  t 
riiicnt. 

Well,  1  must  take  my  cbancu  !  But  I  knew  not,  till  uoM 
liow  rei^migito  are  birth  and  fortune  to  the  uttainment  | 
respect  and  cjvilitv. 


LETTER    LXV. 

KVBI.IJJA    JN    CONITNUA'UON. 

OUfton,  Sept.  20iA.  ' 


HEBE  I  am,  my  dear  Sii',  under  the  same  roof,  and  an 
inmate  of  the  same  honsc  as  Lord  Orville !  Indeed, 
if  this  were  not  tlie  case,  my  situation  would  be  very  dis- 
agreeable, as  you  will  easily  believe,  when  I  tell  you  the  It^ 
in  which  1  am  generally  considei'ed. 

"  My  dear,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  did  you  ever  before  n 
with  that  egregious  fop,  Lovel  ?  " 

I  very  readily  satisfied  hci"  as  to  my  acquaintance  w 

"O,  then,"  said  she,  "  1  am  tlie  less  surprised  at  hia 
luiture,  since  ho  has  already  injured  j'ou." 

I  bogged  her  to  explain  herself  ;  imd  then  she  told 
that  while  Loi'd  Orville  was  speaking  to  me.  Lady  Loi 
said  to  Mr.  Lovel,  "  Do  you  know  who  that  is  ?  " 

"  Why,  Ma'am,  no,  'pon  Ijonour,"  answered  he,  "  I  cf 
absolately  say  I  do ;  I  only  know  she  is  a  kind  of  a  toad- 
eater.  She  made  her  first  appearance  in  that  capacity  last 
8}mnig,  when  she  attended  Miss  Mirvan,  a  jua^^  ^'isA-j  «Jt 


m- 


cruel  IS  it,  my  dear  Sir,  to  be  tWa  e^y^'^^  ''*  '*^ 


J 


inpurtinent  suggestions  oi  a  man  who  is  determined  t« 
oe  ill  offices  !  Lfwiy  Lfmisa  may  well  despise  a  toad-ea 
but,  thank  Henyen,  her  brother  htiB  not  heard,  or  does  not 
credit,  the  mortifying  appellation.  Mrs.  Selwyn  said,  alt 
would  advise  me  to  paij  my  mart  to  this  Mr,  Lovel ;  "  ' 
said  she,  "  thongli  he  is  malicion^,  ho  in  fasb'on&ble,  and 
may  do  yon  some  harm  in  the  great  world."  ItutlshoiUd 
disdain  myaelf  as  mnoh  as  I  do  him,  were  I  capable  of  audi 
Inplicity  ae  to  datter  a  man  whom  I  scorn  and  despise. 

Wo  were  received  by  Mrs.  Beaumont  with  great  civilitj, 
and  by  Lord  Orville  witli  Bom.ething  more.  As  to  Lad/ 
Ijouisa,  she  scarcely  perceived  that  we  were  in  the  room. 

There  haa  been  company  hei-c  all  day,  part  of  which  1 
have  spent  most  happUy  :  for  after  tea,  wbea  the  ladia 
played  at  cards.  Loi-d  OrvilJe,  who  does  not,  and  I,  who 
cannot  play,  wei-e  consequently  at  onr  own  disposal ;  and 
then  his  Lordship  entered  into  a  conversation  with  t 
which  lasted  till  enpper-time. 

Almost  insensibly,  I  find  the  constraint,  the  reserve 
lave  been  wont  to  feel  in  his  presence,  wear  away  ;   I 
politeness,  the  sweetness,  with  which  he  speaks  to  me,  f*- 
store  all  my  natural  cheerfulness,  and  make  me  almost  U 
/  as  he  18  himself ;  and  the  more  so,  as,  if  I  may  judge 
by  his  looks,  I  am  rather  raised,  tlian  sunk  of  late  i 

I  asked  him  how  the  bet  was,  at  last,  to  be  decided  ?  He 
told  me  that,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  the  partie 
prevailed  upon  to  lower  the  sum  from  one  thousand  to  one 
hundred  pouudn ;  and  that  they  had  agreed  it  shonld  be 
determined  by  ,i  race  between  two  old  women ,  one  of  wbon 
was  to  be  chosen  by  each  side,  and  both  were  to  be  proved 
more  than  eighty  yeava  of  age,  though,  in  other  reffpeda 
strong  and  healthy  a-s  possible. 

When  I  erpi'eaaed  my  surprise  at  tliis  extraordinarj 
method  of  spending  so  much  money,  "  I  am  charmed,"  saia 
he,  "  at  the  novelty  of  meeting  with  oneao  unhaekneyed  in 
tho  world,  aa  not  to  be  yet  influenced  by  custom  to  forget 
the  use  of  reason  :  for  certain  it  is,  tbat  the  prevalence  d 
F/iBhlon  mrt>es  the  great*Bt  absurdities  pass  uncenanred,  and 
ibe  miad  naturally  accotnmodatBB  \tae\S  avMi  \n  '^Amih 
ridiculona  inipi-oprietiea,  \\  ttioj  QCcvvc^venpc-ulOsj;'-— ■ 


wit  Bhoald  have  hoped,"  said  I,  "  that  the  humane  pro- 
mU.  made  jssterday  by  your  Tjofdehip,  woald  h&ve  had 
lore  effect."  ' '  J 

"  O,"  cried  he,  laughing,  "  [  was  so  £ar  from  expecting'  I 
ly  success,  that  I  shall  tliiiik  myself  very  fortanate  if  I  ' 
icHpe  the  wit  of  Mr.  Covei-ley  in  a  lampoon  !  yet  I  epoke  ' 
penly,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  that  1  am  no  fnend 


After  ^s,  he  took  np  the  New  Bath  Guide,'  aniJ  read  it 
ith  me  till  supper-time.      Jn  our  way  down  stairs.  Lady 
ouiaa  said,  "  I  thought,  brother,  yon  wcro  engi^ed 
zoning  ?  " 

"  Tea,  siflter,"  ajiswered  he,  "  and  I  have  been  engaged. ''- 
Bd  he  bowed  to  me  witli  an  air  nf  gallantry  that  rathe^' 
infused  me. 

Sapt.  23rd. 
Almoat  insensibly  have  three  days  glided  on  since  1 
rota  last,  and  so  aerenely,  that,  but  for  your  absence,  I 
luld  not  have  fonucd  a  wish.  My  residence  here  ia  much 
ippier  than  I  had  dared  expect.  The  attention  with 
hicb  Lord  Orvilie  honours  me,  is  as  uniform  as  it  is 
uttering,  and  seems  to  result  from  a  benevolence  of  heart 
ia,t  proves  him  as  much  a,  stranger  to  caprice  as  to  pride ; 
ir,  as  bis  particular  civihties  arose  from  a  generous  reaent- 
lent  at  seeing  me  neglected,  ao  will  they,  I  trust,  oontinne, 
I  long  ae  I  shall,  in  any  degree,  deserve  them.  I  am  now 
5t  merely  easy,  bnt  even  gay  in  his  presence :  such  ia  the 
leet  of  true  politeness,  that  it  banishes  all  reatraint  audi' 
nbarrassment.  When  we  walk  out,  he  condescends  to  ' 
ly  companion,  and  keeps  by  my  side  all  the  way  we 
rben  we  read,  he  maiks  the  passages  most  worthy  to 
Dtioed,  draws  out  my  sentiments,  and  favours  me  with  his' 
(vn.  At  table,  where  be  always  sits  next  to  me,  ho  obliged' 
le  by  a  thousand  nameless  attentions  ;  while  the  distin- 
aiahing  good-breeding  with  which  he  treats  me,  prevents 
.y  repining  at  the  visibly-felt  superiority  of  the  rest  of  the 

I  Tfu  ScK  Bath  Gtiidc. — This  lively  Botire  iu  Tcrae  wua  -wtiWsm'H^ 
riier  AnBte^,  irfaom  Misa  Barney  naa  M  mi^c(,«x%B.th.«. 'J<*K  ^^ 
v^pablicatioa  o/'Erelina,     It  wss  almoat,>i\a"  a\ti(^e s^swt^- 
'-«  «<wrf  4^  B-ilioHt  doing  more  ot  noWi. 
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oompany.  A  thousand  occaBioiial  meetiuge  could  nottsM 
brought  UB  to  that  degree  of  social  freedom,  whicb  ioa 
dajB  Bpent  nndei*  the  aante  roof  h£ve,  insesBibly,  been  pro- 
ductive of  :  and,  as  my  only  friend  in  this  hoDse,  Mrs.  Bel- 
wyn,  IB  too  much  engrosaed  in  perpetual  con  versa  tion  to 
attend  much  to  me,  Lord  Orville  Becms  to  regard  me  m  i 
helpleea  etrauger,  and,  us  sach,  to  think  me  iutitled  tc  liii 
good  officea  and  protection.  Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  I  ban 
reason  to  hope,  that  the  depreciating  opinion  he  formeclf 
entertained  of  me  ia  sncfieeded  by  one  infinitely  mon 
partiaL — It  may  be  that  I  flatter  myaeif  ;  but  yet  his  looks, 
Lis  attentions,  his  desire  of  drawing  me  into  conversatioii, 
and  his  solicitude  to  oblige  me,  all  oonspire  to  mtiJce  mi 
hope  I  do  nob.  In  short,  my  deareet  Sir,  these  last  four 
happy  days  would  repay  mo  for  months  of  sorrow  and  painf 


LETTER   LXVI. 

IN   OOHTINCATIOM. 

Clifton,  Sept.  24*A. 

THIS  morning  I  came  down  stairs  veiy  early ;  soi 
Eupposing  that  the  family  would  not  aasemble  foi' 
some  time,  I  strolled  out,  purposing  to  take  along  walk, in 
the  mamier  I  was  wont  to  do  st  Berry  Hill,  before  bre«k- 
hst :  but  I  had  scarce  ahut  the  garden-gate,  before  I  wu 
met  by  a  gentleman,  who,  immediately  bowing  to  me,  1 1©- 
collected  to  be  the  unhappy  Mr.  Mauartney.  Veiy  mW* 
surprised,  I  courtaied,  and  stopped  till  he  canie  up  to  mc. 
He  was  still  in  mourning,  but  looked  better  than  wbco  1 
saw  him  last,  though  he  had  the  same  air  of  melancbolt 
which  so  much  struck  me  at  fii-st  sight  of  him. 

Addressing  me  with  the  utmost  respect,  "  I  am  hoppj. 
Madam,"  said  he,  "  to  have  met  with  you  bo  soon.  I  came 
io  Bristol  but  yesterday,  and  have  had  uo  small  difficulty  in- 
tracing  yon  to  Clifton." 

"Did  you  know,  then,  of  my  being  here  ?  " 
"I  did,  JHfadam  j  the  8o\o  motWe  oi  m.^  y™-"^'^!  '*'* ' 
seo  you.     I  have  been  to  "Beir^  "BaX,  ami  w^^ift  V\«a. 
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intelligence,  and,  at  the  same  ttmc,  ttie  nowelcuTiie  in  Formi 
bion  of  your  ill  Iiealth." 

"Good  GJod !  Sir,— and  can  j-ou  jioasilily  liftvc  talci 
much  troubiB  ?  " 

"  Trouble !  O,  Madam,  fonld  thei*  be  any,  to  rotum  yc 
the  moment  I  had  the  powei-,  my  pei-sona!  acknowledgroen' 
Eor  yonr  goodnesK  ?  " 

I  then  enquired  after  Madame  Duval  and  the  Snow- Hill 
family.  He  told  me  they  were  all  well,  and  that  Madame 
Dnval  pi-opoeed  Koon  returning  to  Paris.  When  I  con- 
gratulated him  on  looking  l^etter,  "  It  is  ymtrmlf.  Madam," 
said  ho,  "you  should  congratulate;  for  to  yonr  humanity 
alone  it  may  now  Ije  owing  that  I  exist  at  all."  He  then 
told  me,  that  his  affairs  were  now  in  a  leas  desperate  situa- 
tion ;  and  that  he  hoped,  hy  the  assistance  of  time  and 
reason,  to  accom.modate  his  m.ind  to  a  more  cheerful  sub- 
m.ission  to  his  fate.  "  The  interest  you  so  generously  took 
in  my  affliction,"  added  he, "  asgnres  me  you  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased to  hear  of  my  better  fortune  ;  I  was  therefore  eager 
to  acquaint  you  with  it."  He  then  told  me  that  his  friend, 
the  moment  he  hud  received  his  letter,  quitted  Paria,  and 
flew  to  give  him  his  personal  assistance  and  consolation. 
With  a  heavy  heart,  he  acknowledged,  he  accepted  it 
yet,"  he  added,  "I'miieacceptedit;  and  therefore,  as  bound 
equally  by  duty  and  honour,  my  first  step  was  to  hasten  *~ 
the  benefactress  of  my  distress,  and  to  return  "  (preflcnl ' 
me  BODjething  in  a  paper)  "  the  only  part  of  my  obligati 
that  can  bo  returned ;  for  the  rest,  I  have  nothing  but 
gratitude  to  offer,  and  must  always  he  contented  to 
myself  her  debtor." 

I  congratulated  him  most  sincerely  upon  hi;*  dawni 
prosperity,  but  begged  he  would  not  deprive  me  of  the 
pleasure  of  being  his  friend ;  and  declined  receiving  the 
money,  till  iiis  affairs  were  more  settled. 

While  this  point  was  in  agitation,  I  heard  Lord  Orville'8 
voice  inquiring  of  the  gardener  if  he  had  seen  me  ?  I  ini- 
mediately  opened  the  garden  gale;  and  his  Lordship,  ad- 
vancing to  me  with  quickness,  said,  "  Good  God  I  Miss 
Anville,  have  you  been  out  alone  P  Break£«iatW.&\«Ra'W»5''i 
SO/DO  time,  aad  I  have  heen  round  the  gatiieti.  \\i  sea.t*2&  <« 


'but 


"Yimi-  Lordship  Lhs  l)ei?n  very  good,"'  said  I;  "but! 
hope  vou  Kave  not  wnited." 

"  Not  waited  I  "  repeated  he,  emilin^ :  "  Do  joa  think  «i 
could  sit  dowQ  quietiy  to  breakfast,  with  the  idea  that  jm 
had  mu  away  from  ns  p  But  come,"  (offering  to  hand  nis) 
"  if  we  do  not  return,  they  will  auppoae  Jam  rtm  away  toOi 
and  they  very  naturally  may,  as  thoy  know  the  attraction  d 
the  magnet  that  draws  me." 

"  I  will  come,  my  Lord,"  eaid  I,  rather  emharraased,  "in 
two  minutes. "  Then,  tnming  to  Mr.  Macartney,  with  yet 
more  einliarraBSment,  I  wished  him  good  morning. 

Ha  advanced  towards  the  garden,  with  the  paper  atill 
his  h.ind. 

"  No,  DO,"  cried  1,  "  some  other  time," 

"May  1  then,  Maciiuii,  have  flic  honour  of  seeing  job 
again?  " 

I  did  not  dare  take  the  Jiherty  of  inviting  any  body  ta  to 
house  of  Mrs.  Benumont,  noryot  had  I  the  presence  of  mind 
to  make  an  eicnse ;  and,  therefore,  not  Knowing  how  to 
refuse  him,  I  said,  '■  Perhaps  you  may  be  this  way  again  to- 
morrow morning,— and  I  beKe)re  I  shall  walk  out  before 
hpeakfast." 

He  bowed,  aod  went  away ;  while  I,  tnming  again  to 
Lord  Orville,  saw  his  countenance  so  much  altered,  that  I 
was  frightened  at  wh.at  I  had  so  hastily  said.  He  did  not 
again  offer  me  his  hand  ;  but  walked,  silent  and  slow,  by  nj 
side.  Good  Heaven  !  thought  I,  what  may  he  not  suppoae 
from  this  adventure  P  May  he  not,  by  my  desire  of  meet- 
ing Mr.  Macartney  to-morrow,  imagine  it  was  by  design  I 
walked  out  to  meet  him  to-day  ?  Tormented  by  this  appi* 
hension,  I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  freedom  whicb 
his  behavioar,  since  I  came  hither,  has  encouraged ;  and, 
since  he  would  not  ask  any  questions,  begin  an  ezplanatim 
/nyself .  I  therefore  slackened  my  pace  to  gain  time ;  and 
then  said,  "  Was  not  your  Lordship  surprised  to  see  ma 
spealdng  with  a  stranger  ?  " 

"  A  stranger  P  "  I'epeated  he  ;  "  is  it  possible  that  g;entl»- 
man  can  be  a  stranger  to  you  ?  " 

"No,  my  Lord,"  s^d  I,  stammering,  "not  to  nw— bat 
only  it  migbi  look — he  nalgbt  Beem— " 
"No,  believe  me,"  aaidhe, -witV  a.^ot'^i  ftiaie."A.e)»w 


fee  aappose  Mine  Anville  woald  make  an  appoiutmei 
Kh  a  sttungOT." 
•'  An    appointinent,   my    Lord  P  "    repeated  T,  colonring 

r Pardon  me,  Madnm,"  answered  he,  "hut  I  thouglit  I 

I  I  waa  so  muuii  confounded  tliab  I  could  not  speak  :  yet, 
finding  he  walked  qnietly  on,  I  conld  not  endure  be  atould 
make  Lis  own  interpretation  of  my  silence  :  and  therefore, 
as  soon  as  I  recovered  from  my  surprise,  I  aaid,  "  Indeed, 
my  Lord,  you  are  much  mistaken,  Mr.  Macartney  btbd  par- 
ticnlar  business  with  me — and  I  couid  not — I  knew  not, 
how  to  refuse  seeing  him  ;— but  indeed,  my  Lord — I  had 
not, — he  had  not, — "  I  stammered  so  terribly  that  I  could 
not  go  on. 

"  I  am  vevj  soiTj,"  said  he,  gravely,  "  that  I  liave  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  distress  you;  but  I  should  not  have  fol- 
lowed jou  had  I  not  imagined  you  were  mei-cly  walked  out 
for  the  air." 

"  And  so  I  waB  I  "  cried  I,  cagorly,  "  indeed,  my  Lord,  I 
was!  My  moefdngwithMr.  Macartney  was  quite  accidental! 
and,  if  your  Lordship  thinks  there  is  any  impropriety  ]m 
my  seeing  him  to-morvow,  1  am  ready  to  give  up  that  i^ 
tention." 

"  If  I  think  [  "  said  he,  in  a  tonu  of  surpriBu ;  " 
SCiss  Anville  cannot  leave  the  arbitration  of  a  point  S' 
cate  to  one  who  ia  ignorant  of  all  the  circumstances  whi  J 
attend  it  ?  "  " 

"  If,"  said  I,  "  it  was  worth  your  Lordship's  time  to  tea 
— you  Bhonld  not  be  ignorant  of  the  circumstanoj 
li  attend  it." 

"The  sweetness  of  Miss  Anville's  disposition,"  said  he,  i 
a,  softened  voice,  "  I  have  long  admired ;  and  the  offer  of  a 
communication,  which  does  me  so  much  honour,  is  too 
grateful  to  me  not  to  be  eagerly  caught  at." 

Jnst  then  Mrs.  Solwyn  opened  the  parlour  window,  and 
our  conversation  ended.  I  was  rallied  upon  my  passion  for 
BoUtary  walking;  but  no  questioas  were  asked  me, 

When  breakfast  wa.s  over,  I  hoped  to  have  had  some 
(pportnnity   of  Bpeakjiif,-   with    ItOvA  OwiWe",  \wX  \itst^ 
ind  Mi:  Coverloy  came  in,  a.uA  iT\a\6*.ei.  ■o.'jot--'^'^ 


opiuiuu  uf  the  spot  tbej  had  ti  led  upon  for  t1  le  old  wonun^ 
race.  The  ladies  declared  theywotild  Iw  of  the  party;  tai 
accordingly  we  all  went. 

The  race  ie  to  be  run  in  Mrs.  Beaumont's  garden;  l4( 
two  gentlemen  are  aa  anxiouB,  as  if  their  joint  Uvea  de- 
pended upon  it.  They  have  at  length  fixed  upon  objectsi 
but  have  found  great  difficulty  in  persuading  tliem  topnC' 
tiae  numieg,  in  order  to  try  their  strengtb.  This  giani! 
affair  ia  to  be  decided  next  Thursday. 

When  we  returned  to  the  house,  the  entrance  of 
company  still  preyented  my  having  n.ny  convoraation  wift 
Lord  Orville.  I  was  veiy  mucb  chagrined,  as  I  knew  b 
waa  engaged  at  the  Hotwella  in  the  afternoon  Seeing, 
therefore,  no  probal)ility  of  speaking  to  him  before  the 
of  my  meeting  Mr.  Macartney  arrived,  1  dcteranined  that, 
rather  than  risk  hia  ill  opinion,  I  would  leave  Mr.  Maoail- 
fiey  to  his  own  suggestions. 

Tet,  when  T  reflected  upon  Ids  peculiar  situation,  lii» 
poverty,  his  sadness,  and,  more  than  all  the  rest,  the  ideftl 
knew  he  entertained  of  what  he  calls  his  obligations  to  m«, 
I  could  not  resolve  upon  a  breach  of  promise,  which  migfat 
be  attributed  to  causes,  of  all  others  the  most  offensive  to 
one  whom  misfortune  has  made  extremely  suspicioos  tf 
slighta  and  contempt. 

After  the  moat  uneasy  consideration,  I  at  length  deter- 
mined upon  writing  aa  excuse,  wliioh  would,  at  once,  save 
me  from  eitlier  meeting  or  affi-onting  him.  I  therefow 
begged  Mrs.  Selwyn's  leave  to  send  her  mon  to  the  Hot- 
wells,  which  she  instantly  granted ;  and  then  I  wrote  tlw 
following  note : 

"  To  Mr.  MacaTtneii . 
"  Sir, 

"  As  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  walk  out  to-morrow 
morning,  I  would  by  no  means  give  yon  the  trouble  of 
coming  to  Clifton.  I  hope,  however,  fco  have  the  pleaanrf 
of  seeing  you  before  you  quit  Bristol.  I  am.  Sir,  yooi 
obedient  servant, 

"  EvLLINjI  ANVltLB." 

1  desired  the  servant  lu  cuqaire  at  the  pump-room  wWc 
^fr.  Mi\ca.rbaey  lived,  and  retQimei  to  ftua-^^tSis^B:. 
^^U  «fwn  as  the  companj  aia^"teM,  ftie  \a£is«  ■wSa^a.Vft 


I  than,  unexpectedly,  found  myself  alone  with  Lord 
;  who,  the  moment  1  rose  to  follow  Mrs.  8e!wyn, 
!ed  to  me,  and  SMid,  "  Will  Miss  Anville  pardon  my 
ence,  it  I  remind  her  of  the  promiBe  she  was  80  good 
lake  me  this  morning'  ?  '' 

Eped,  and  wonld  hare  returned  to  mj  seat ;  bat  be- 
ad time,  the  fiervants  came  to  lay  tbe  cloth.     He 
Bd,  and  went  towards  the  window  ;  and,  while  I  was 
iring  in  what  manner  to  begin,  I  could  not  help 
myself  what  right  I  had  to  (.'ommnnicate  the  afiaii'a 
Macartney :  and  I  doubted  whether,  to  clear  myself 
act  of  imprudence,  I  had  nob  committed  another, 
sed  by  this  reflfiction,  I  thought  it  best  to  quit  the 
(nd  give  myself  some  time  for  consideration  before  I    ' 
fvnd  therefore,  oidy  saying  I  must  hasten  to  di-ess,   |' 
p  stairs,  rather  abruptly  I  own  ;  and  so,  I  fear,  Lord   i 
must  think.     Yet  what  could  1  do  ?  unused  to  the   | 
i  in  which  1  find  myself,  and  embarrasBed   by  the    | 
difBcultiea,  I  seldom,  till  too  late,  discover  how  1 
to  act. 

re  were  all  assembled  to  dinner,  Mrs.  Selwyn's 
,g  into  the  parlour,  presented  to  me  a  letter,  and 
I  can't  find  out  Mav  Macartney,  Madam  ;  bnt  the 
'  M  people  will  let  you  know  if  they  hear  of  him," 
extremely  ashamed  of  this  public  message;  and, 
^  the  eyes  of  Lord  Orville,  which  were  earnestly 
I  me,  my  confusion  redoubled,  and  I  knew  not  which 
look.  All  dinner-time  he  was  as  silent  as  myself; 
moment  it  was  in  my  power  I  left  the  table,  and 
my  own  room.  Mrs.  Selwyn  presently  followed 
id  her  questions  obliged  me  to  own  rtlmost  all  the 
lars  of  my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Macartney,  in 
to  excuse  ray  writing  to  him.  She  said  it  was  a 
fmantic  a&air,  and  spoke  her  sentiments  with  great 
;  declaring  that  she  had  no  doubt  but  he  was  an 
and  an  impostor. 

■,  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  what  I 
;  the  more  I  reflect,  the  more  sensible  I  am  of 
tT  impropriety,  nay,  troaehery,  of  coveBAwva'iiifeAn^i 
iliahmg  the  mfafortunea  and  poverty  oi  ar.'^^wwo^^ 
■'-  '■-san  niiiJonbted  righfc  to  iny  aectaisg  «ifi.i  ^''•'^ 


i 


I      cretJOD,  ajid  whose  letter  clutrges  me  to  regard  iiis  co; 

I  nioation  as  eaored. — And  jet,  the  appearancs  of  jnjsteaj(- 
perlifl.pH  something  woree,  which  this  afEair  maat  haTeil 
Lord  OrviOe,— -his  serioaeness,^ — and  the  proraiao  I  h&n 
made  him,  are  iuilncements  scarce  to  be  reRist*d  for  trait- 

1      ing  him  with  the  openiie«H  he  iias  reason  to  expect  froo 

I  I  am  equally  distressed,  too,  whether  or  not  I  should 

[      Mr.  Macartney  to-morrow  morning. 

I  Oh,  Sir,  conld  I  now  be  enlightened  by  your  conjinlt 

I      from  what  anxiety  and  perplexity  should  I  be  relieved! 

But  no, — I  ought  not  to  betrny  Mr.  Macartney,  and  I 
will  not  forfeit  a  coufidence  which  would  never  have  ben 
reposed  in  me,  but  from  a  reliance  upon  my  honour,  wliid 
I  should  blush  to  find  myself  unworthy  of,     Desii-ooa  M  I 

I  am  of  the  good  opinion  of  Lord  Orville,  I  will  endeavout 
to  act  as  if  I  was  guided  by  your  advice  ;  and,  making  il 
my  sole  aim  to  desftme  it,  leave  to  time  and  to  futc  no 
fluccesa  or  disappointment. 

Since  I  have  formed  this  resolution,  my  mind,  is 

'  at  ease.  But  I  will  not  fluiah  my  letter  till  the  afiair  is  de- 
cided. 

I  1  rose  very  early  this  morning;  and,  after  a  thoasand 

different  plans,  not  being  able  to  resolve  upon  giving  poor 
Mr.  Macartney  leave  to  suppose  I  neglected  him,  I  thunght 
[  it  incnmbent  upon  me  to  keep  my  word,  since  he  had  not 
received  my  letter ;  I  therefore  determined  to  make  my 
own  apologies,  not  to  stay  with  bim  two  minutes,  and  U 
exQuse  myself  from  meeting  him  any  moro- 

Tet,  uncertain  whether  I  was  wrong  or  right,  it  was  with 

fear  and  trembling  that  I  opened  the  garden-gate  ; — jo^ 

then,  of  my  feelings,  when  the  first  object  I  saw  was  Lord 

I      OrvUle  ! — he,  too,  looked  extremely  disconcerted,  and  eaid, 

I      in  a  hesitating  manner,  "  Pardon  me.  Madam, — I  did  not 

intend, — ^I  did  not  imagine  you  would  have  been  here  *" 

I      soon — or — or  I  would  not  have  come."— And  then,  witii  t 

I     busty  bow,  he  piissed  me,  and  proceeded  to  the  gardwj. 

[         /  was  scarce  able  to  etand,  so  giesi-X-j  4ai  i.  ienl  uynll 

i  ehacked;  but,  upon  my  aajiiig,  aimoBfuiNdoxo.'U(«ii,'*Qfc, 


my  Lord  !  " — he  tamed,  bauk,  anJ,  after  a  short  panne,  f 
"  Did  yon  spe^  to  me,  Madam  ?  " 

I  cotild  not  immediately  answer ;  I  seemed  choaked,  a, 
was  even  forced  to  support  myself  by  the  garden-gate. 

Lord  Orville,  booh  recovering  his  dignity,  Siiid,  "  I  knoi 
not  how  to  apologize  for  being,  just  now,  at  this  plai 
and  I  cannot,  tmmediat«ly — if  eaer — clear  myself  from  tlu 
impntation  of  impertinent  curiosity,  to  which  I  fear  yoi 
attribnte  it :  however,  at  present,  I  will  only  intreat  yot 
pardon,  without  dotaining  you  any  longer."  Agnin  he  bowed; 
and  left  me. 

For  some  momenta  I  remained  fixed  to  the  same  spot, 
and  in  the  same  position,  immoveahle,  ae  if  I  had  been 
transformed  to  a  stone.  My  first  impulse  was  to  cuil  hiro. 
liact,  and  instantly  tell  him  the  whole  affair ;  hot  I  checked 
this  desire,  though  I  would  have  given  the  world  to  have 
indulged  it ;  something  like  pride  aided  what  I  thought 
duo  to  Mr.  Macartney,  and  I  determined  not  only  to  keep 
his  secret,  but  to  delay  any  sort  of  explanation  till  Lord 
Oi'ville  should  condescend  to  request  it. 

Slowly  he  walked ;  and,  hefore  he  entered  the  house,  he 
looked  back,  but  hastily  withdrew  hia  eyes,  upon  finding 
I  observed  him. 

lodeed,  my  dear  Sir,  yon  cannot  easily  imagine  a  sitll*- 
tion  more  imcomfortable  than  mine  was  at  that  time ;  to  bo 
BUBpected  by  Lord  Orville  of  any  clandestine  actions 
wounded  my  sonl ;  I  was  too  much  discomposed  to  wait 
for  Mr.  Macartney,  nor,  in  truth,  could  I  endure  to  have 
the  design  of  my  staying  so  well  known.  Yet  I  was  so 
extremely  agitated,  that  I  could  hardly  move  ;  and  I  Lave 
reason  to  beiieva  Lord  Orville,  from  the  pari  our- window, 
saw  me  tottering  along  ;  for,  before  I  had  taken  five  s 
he  come  oat,  and,  hat^tening  to  meet  me,  said,  "  I  fear  y 
are  not  well ;  pray,  allow  ma  (oHering  his  arm)  to  a 
yon." 

"  No,  my  Lord,"'  said  I,  with  all  the  i-esolution  I  c 
asBOme ;  yet  I  was  afFect«d  by  an  attention,  at  that  time  si 
little  expected,  and  forced  to  tarn  away  my  head  to  conceal 
my  emotiou. 

■w*'ToD  triiui,"  said  he,  with   ea,rneBW«M,  "mis^  "^'«^ 
^ — I  am  sure  you  are  not  weii  \ — v«S»se  Ta»  orf*. '™» 


e  stepflj^^^J 

r  cotii4^^^ 


f  3n»  ^  avsutr* 

honoar  of  aseiatii^  yisn  ;''  and,  almoHt  forcibl;,  lie  took  of 
hand,  and,  drawing  it  under  his  arm,  obliged  me  to  Itti 
npon  him.  That  I  anbmitted  waa  partly  the  ofEect  of  lll^ 
prise,  at  an  eameatneas  so  nncommon  in  Lord  Orville, 
pnrti  J,  that  T  did  not  jnpt  then  dare  ti-nst  my  voice  to 
aoy  obJQL'tioii. 

When  we  camo  to  tho  house,  he  led  me  into  the  pBrluu 
and  to  a  chair,  aiid  begged  to  know  if  I  wonld  not  bnre 
g'lass  of  water. 

"  No,  my  Loi'd,  I  thank  yon,"  said  1,  "  I  am  perkdij 
recovered;  "  and,  i-ising,  T  walked  to  tlie  window,  -whera, 
for  Bome  time,  I  pi'etended  to  be  occupied  in  looking  attiu 
garden. 

Determined  aa  I  whb  to  act  houonrably  by  Mi-.  Macart' 
ney,  I  yet  must  anxiously  wished  to  be  reatored  to  the  goal 
opinion  of  Loi-d  Oi-ville  ;  liut  bis  silence,  and  the  thongW- 
folnesB  of  his  air,  discouraffed  me  from  apeaking. 

My  situation  soon  gi'cw  disagreeable  Siud  embarraeBing, 
and  I  resolved  to  return  to  my  chamber  till  breakfast  WW 
ready.  To  remain  longer  I  feared  might  seem  askiitg  for 
his  enquiries ;  and  I  was  anre  it  would  ill  become  mo  to  be 
more  eager  to  speak,  than  he  was  to  hear. 

Just  as  I  reached  the  door,  turning  to  tne  bastily,  be 
aaid,  "  Are  you  going,  Mias  Anville  P  " 

"  I  am,  my  Lord,"  answered  I ;  yet  I  stopped. 

"  Perhaps  to  return  to — but  I  beg  your  pardon  ! ''  Be 
spoke  with  a  degree  of  agibition  that  made  mo  rcadilf 
oomprehend  he  meant  to  the  garden;  and  I  instantly  said, 
"To  my  own  room,  my  Lord."  And  again  I  wonld  haW 
gone ;  but,  convinced  by  my  answer  that  I  understood  him. 
I  believe  he  was  sorry  for  the  insinuation :  he  iipproached 
me  with  a  very  serious  air,  though  at  the  same  time  he 
forced  a  smile,  and  said,  "  I  know  not  what  evil  genim 
pursues  me  this  morning,  but  I  seem  destined  to  do  or  to 
say  Bometbing  I  ougiit  not :  I  am  ao  much  afbamed  of  my- 
self, that  I  can  scarce  solicit  yonr  forgiveness," 

"  My  forgiveness  I    my  Lord  ?  "  cried  I,  abashed, 
than  elated  by  hia  condescension  ;  "  surely  yon 
foa  ai*  not  serious  ?  " 

"indeed,  never  moresol  yet,  iilma.^^ift'ni'j  crwuvntor- 
pjvter.  Miss  Anrille's  coimtenanQe  ^TORcaRceBta^  -^xim^ 


^^V  KTHblMA.  StM 

^^Bl  know  DOt,  my   Lord,  liow  any  one  can  pardi-ii,  who: 
^^^^haa  been  ofFonded," 

^^HFon  are  very  good ;  yet  I  coald  expect  no  lees  front  % 
^^fctneBS  of  dis]>ositioD  which  bafflee  aJj  eomparisoa :  yoa- 
^^■not  think  1  tim  an  eni-roacher,  :md  that  I  take  advaa- 
^^B  of  your  goodneae,  should  1  ciuee  mure  remind  you  ot^ 
^^RiromUe  you  vonchpafed  me  yesterday  ?  " 
^^Kfo,  indeed  ;  on  the  contrary  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  ao*- 
^^K  myself  iu  your  Lordship's  opinion.'' 
^^^^cqnitta)  yon  need  not,"  said  he,  le»i.ling  me  again  to' 
^^ftmndow-,  "yet  I  own  my  cnrioaity  is  strongly  escited." 
^^■Hien  1  was  seated,  I  found  myself  much  at  a  loss  what 
l^^y ;  yet,  itftsr  a  short  silpnce,  asanmiug  all  the  courage 
^  my  power,  "  Will  yon  not,  my  Ijord,"  said  I,  "  think  me 
triding  and  capricious,  slionld  I  own  1  hiive  repented  the 
promise  I  made,  and  ahonld  I  entreat  your  Lordship  not  to 
insist  upon  my  strict  performance  of  it  P  "—I  spoke  so 
liftstily,  that  I  did  not,  at  the  time,  consider  the  impropriety 
of  what  1  said.  iii 

As  he  was  entirely  silent,  and  profoundly  attentive,  t 
continued  to  speak  withcrat  intermption. 

"  If  your  Loi-dship,  by  any  other  means,  knew  the  cironm; 
stances  attending  my  a«quauitance  with  Mr.  Macai-tney,  1 
am  most  butb  you  would  yourself  disapprove  my  relating 
them.  He  is  a  gentleman,  and  has  been  very  unfortunate; — 
but  I  am  not — I  think,— at  liberty  to  say  more :  yet  I  am 
sure,  if  he  knew  youi'  Loi-dship  wished  to  heai'  any  parti- 
cnlars  of  his  affairs,  he  would  readily  consent  to  my  acknow- 
ledging them  ;— shall  I,  my  Lord,  ask  his  permission  ?  " 

"  SU  iiflaii'8 !  "  repeated  Lord  Orville  j  "  by  ao  means,  I 
have  not  the  least  curiosity  about  them."  - 

"  I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardou,^but  indeed  I  had  under- 
stood  the  contrary." 

"  Ib  it  possible,  Madam,  yon  could  suppose  tile  aHaira 
an  nfcter  stranger  ciin  excite  my  eariosity  ?  '' 

The  gravity  and   coldness    with   which  he   asked   this 
<]ue8tion  vei-y  much  abashed  me.      But  Lord  Orvilif 
most  delicate  of  men!  and,  presently  i-ecollecting  himself, 
he  added,  "  I  mean  not  to  speak  with  inAiSatewjfc  -A  «o.-^ 
triaado/jroius, — far  from  it;  any  6uc\iVvfiji>««3&*»«K™™^*%^ 
ly-  good  wisbeB:  yet  1  own  I  am  r\tHw  iwa-v^wx**^''  * 


though  I  donbt  not  the  justice  of  yo-ar  reaBon,  to  nhtchllJ 
implicitly  aubmit,  yoa  must  not  wonder,  that,  irhen  niral^ 
the  point  of  heing  honoured  with  yonr  uonfidence-,  I  shoili  1)^ 
feel  the  greatest  regret  at  findiog  it  withdrawn."  I 

Do  jciu,  think,  my  dear  Sir,  I  did  not,  at  that   momM  li| 
require  all  my  resolution  to  guard  me  from  frankly  tellijjg  1^ 
him  whatever  he  wished  to  hear  ?  yot  I  rejoice  that  I  did  l|a 
not ;  foi',  added  to  the  actual  wroog  I  should  have  donA  Ijj 
Lord  Orville  himself,  when  he  iiad  heard,  would,  I  am  suit,  1 1 
have  blamed  me.    Fortunately,  this  thought  occurred  to  me;  n 
and  I  said,  "  Tour  Lordship  shall  yourself  be  my  judge; 
the  promise  I  made,  though  voluntary,  was  rash  and  incon- 
siderate ;  yet,  had  it  concerned  myself,  I  would  not  ban 
hesitated  in  fulfilling  it ;  but  the  gentleman,  whose  afhin  1 
should  be  obliged  to  relate " 

"  Pardon  me,"  cried  he,  "  for  interrupting  you  ;  yet  alW 
me  to  assure  you,  I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  be  ac- 
qnainted  with  hia  affairs,  further  than  what  belongs  to  tli« 

motives  which  induced  you  yesterday  morning "    Hb 

stopped;  but  there  was  no  occasion  to  say  more. 

"  That,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  "  1  will  tell  you  honestly,  Mr, 
Macartney  had  some  particular  business  with  me,  and  I 
could  not  taie  the  liberty  to  ask  him  hither." 

"And  why  notP^Mrs.  Beaumont,  I  am  sure—" 

"I  could  not,  my  Lord,  think  of  intruding  upon  Mi* 
Beaumont's  complaisttnce ;  and  so,  with  the  same  has^ 
folly  I  promised  your  Lordship,  1  much  more  rashly  pro- 
mised to  meet  him." 

"And  did  you?  " 

"No, my  Lord,"  said  I,  oolooring,  "1  returned  befort 
be  came." 

Again,  for  some  time,  we  were  both  silent ;  yet,  unwilling 
to  leave  him  to  reflections  which  could  not  but  be  to  is; 
disadvantage,  I  summoned  sufficient  courage  to  say,  "  Then 
is  no  young  creature,  ray  Lord,  who  bo  greatly  wants,  or  to 
earnestly  wishes  for,  the  advice  and  aasistauoe  of  her  friends, 
as  I  do  :  I  am  new  to  the  world,  and  unused  to  acting  for 
myself  ;^my  intentions  are  never  wilfully  blameable,  yot  I 
BIT  peipetaaily  !^I  havu  hitherto  been  blessed  with  tlrt 
mast  affiectionate  o£  frienis,  aa4,  iniaei,  ftia  a!^«iik  «A  maoi 
to  guide  and  instruct  me  u\icm  B'jevy 


o  H,pplied  to  at  the  inoitiant  I  witat  hii, 
re  is  not  a,  biiman  being  whoso  a 


ou  distant,  uow, 
lid  :^-and  here,— 
caa  ask." 

"  Would  to  Heaven,"  cried  he,  with  a.  isoimteniince  froarB 
rhich  all  eoldneaa  and  graTitj  were  banished,  and  suooeedecll 
ly    the   mildest   benevolence,   "  that  I  were   worthy, — and 
apable, — of  supplying  the  place  of  such  a  friend  to  Miss 
imvillo ! " 

"  You  do  me  but  too  much  honour,"  said  I,  "  yet  I  hope 
our  Lordship's  candour, — perhaps  I  ought  to  say  indulrj 
Bnce, — will  make  some  allowance,  on  account  of  my 
erience,  for  behaviour  so  inconsiderate  : — May  I,  my  Lord 
ope  that  you  will  ?  " 

'*  May  I,"  cried  he,  "hope  that  you  will  pardon  the  ill- 
■raco  with  which  I  have  submitted  to  my  disappointment  p 
nd  that  you  will  permit  me  (kissing  my  hand)  thus  to  seal 
ly  peace  P  " 

"  Our  peace,  my  Lord  I  "  said  I,  with  revived  spirita. 

"  This,  then,"  said  he,  again  pressing  it  to  his  lips,  "fovoi 
peace  :  and  now, — are  we  not  friends  P  " 

Just  then  the  door  opened,  and  I  had  only  time  to  with- 
Iraw  my  hand,  before  the  ladies  came  in  to  breakfast, 

I  have  been,  all  day,  tho  happiest  of  hatnan  beings  ! — to 
le  thus  reconciled  to  Lord  Orville,  and  yet  to  adhere  to  my 
■BBolution, — what  could  I  wish  for  more  ? — ^he  too  has  been 
'6Py  cheerful,  and  more  attentive,  more  obliging  to  me  thaji 
iver.  Yet  Heaven  forbid  I  should  again  be  in  a  similar 
lituation,  for  I  cimnot  express  how  much  uneasineas  I  hava^^ 
ittfEered  from  t!ie  fear  of  incarring  his  ill  opin 

But  what  will  poor  Mr.  Macartney  think  of  me  ?  Happjg 
IB  I  am,  1  much  regret  the  necessity  I  have  been  under  a 
inting  him. 
)n,  my  deureat  8ir. 


LETTER  LXVII. 
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llen-y  Hill,  Sept.  281A. 

DEAD  to  the  world,  and  eqiialij  inaensible  to  its  pleaanrd 
or  its  pains,  I  long  since  bad  adicn  to  all  joj,  onl 
defiance  to  all  sorrow,  but  what  should  spring  from  mj 
Evelina,- — sole  BOOrce,  to  me,  of  all  eartbly  felicity.  " 
strange,  then.,  is  it,  that  the  letter  in  which  she  tella  i 
is  the  happiest  nf  kmiati  ieiiigs.  (should  give  me  most  morti 
Til  quietude ! 

Alaa,  my  child ! — that  innocence,  the  first,  best  gift  si 
HoaTen,  should,  of  all  others,  be  tlie  blindest  to  its  ovra 
dtinger, — the  most  OKposed  to  treachery, — and  the  least 
to  defend  itself,  in  a  world  where  it  is  little  known,  Iw 
valued,  and  perpetually  deceived  ' 

Would  to  Heaven  yon  were  here ' — then,  by  degrees,  sai 
with  gentleaeaa,  I  might  enter  upon  a  subject  too  d^caK 
for  distant  discussion.  Tet  ia  it  too  mtereBting-,  aaid  Ott 
flitaation  too  critical,  to  allow  ot  delay  — Oh,  my  Evelinft 
your  situation  is  critical  indeed ! — your  peace  of  mind  la 
sfcHke,  and  every  chance  for  youi"  futui*  happiness  may  d» 
pend  upon  the  conduct  of  the  present  moment. 

Hitherto  I  have  forborne  to  speak  with  you  upon  tba 
most  important  of  all  concerns,  the  state  of  yonr  heart:— 
alas,  I  need  no  information  I  I  Lave  been  silent,  indeed, 
I  have  not  been  blind- 
Long,  and  with  the  deepest  regret,  have  1  perceived 
ascendancy   which   Lord    Orville   has   gained    upon  j 
mind, — Ton  will  start  at  the  mention  of  his  name, — yon  wiD 
tremble  every  word  you  read ; — I  grieve  to  give  pain  to  joj 
gentle  Evelina,  but  I  dare  not  any  longei-  spare  her. 

Tour  first  meeting  witb  Lord  Orville  was  decisive.    luvely, 

fearless,  free  from  all  other  impressions,  snch  a  man  aB  yon 

describe  him  could  not  fail  of  exciting  your  admiratioD ; 

iuid  ibe  more  dangeroufi\;,  VjecKviae  Ve  seeuini  ^^  imoon- 

1  €cioaa  of  his  power  as  ycm  oi  jou-t  vtosfcaeaa  -,  v.ti.&^mtk'a 


lad   no   alurm,   either   fi'oro    hk   vimity   or    i/iriir 


iBg,  amma,ted,  entirely  off  yonr  guai'd,  and  thoiigtitleaa 
isequenceB,  ImaffiHaiion  took  the  reinfi  ;  and  Ileastm, 
fcced,  thoQsrli  Kure-footed,  was  unequal  to  the  race  o( 
Bntaia  and  flighty  a.  companion.  How  rapid  was  then 
yelina's  progreaa  through  those  regions  of  fancy  and 
p  whither  her  new  guide  conducted  her! — She  aaw 
OrviJIe  at  a  balJ, — and  he  waB  the  most  amiaile  of 
^She  met  him  again  at  another, — and  ha  had  every 

fclder  Heaven  ! 
.n  not  to  depreciate  the  merit  of  Lord  Orville,  who, 
rBterious  instance  alone  excepted,  seems  to  have  de- 
the  idea  you  foi'med  of  hia  charficter ;  but  it  waa 
tie,  it  was  not  l.he  knowledge  of  his  worth,  obtained 
^nrd !  yonr  new  comrade  had  not  patienee  to  wait 
iai ;  her  glowing  pencil,  dipt  in  the  viyid  colonra  of 
Mitive  ideas,  painted  to  yon,  at  the  moment  of  yonv 
iquaintance,  all  the  excellencies,  all  the  good  and  rai« 
es,  which  a  great  length  of  time  and  intimacy  could 
lave  really  discovered. 

iflattared  youi'self  that  yonr  partiality  was  the  effect 
tan,  founded  upon  a  general  love  of  merit,  and  a  prin- 
t  juBtice ;  and  your  heart,  which  fell  the  sacrifice  of 
rror,  was  totally  gone  ere  you  expected  it  was  in 

touBand  times  have  1  been  upon  the  point  of  showing 
B  perils  of  youi  situation ;  but  the  same  inexperience 
occttsioned  yoar  mistake,  I  hoped,  with  the  afisistance 
a  and  absence,  wonld  effect  a  oiu'e :  1  waa,  indeed, 
nwilling  to  destroy  yonr  iliuaion,  whUe  I  dared  hope 
\A  iteeif  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  your  frnn- 
';  since  your  ignorance  of  the  dangra',  and  force  of 
ttachmeut,  might  possibly  prevent  thjt  despondency 
JiicJi  young  people,  in  similar  circutii stances,  are  wpt 
Inade  themselves,  that  what  is  only  difficult,  is  abso- 


since  you  have  again  met,  and  have  become 
Intimate  than  ever,  all  my  ho[ie  fivjm  slleuiM  aivi. 
i^orance  is  at  an  end. 
(Aen,  ni_y  dear,  my  deVadeiV  c\\\\i,  «> 


b  t 


1 
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"^ 
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sense  of  your  duAger,  find  exert  yourself  to  avoid  the 
with  which  it  threatens  jou: — evils  whioh,  to  a  mind 
yonre,  are  most  to  be  dreaded ;  secret  repining,  and  coib 
oealed,  yet  oonanming  regret !  Miike  a  noble  effort  for  tin 
recovery  of  your  peace,  which  now,  with,  sorrow  T  sea  it. 
depends  wholly  upon  the  presence  of  Lord  Orville.  Thii 
effort  may  indeed  he  painful ;  but  trust  to  ray  experiena 
when  I  assure  you.  it  is  requisite. 

Tou  must  quit  him  ! — hia  sight  ia  banefn!  to  your  repMlj 
hia  society  is  death  to  yoor  future  tnmr^uilhty!  Believem^ 
my  beloved  child,  my  heart  achea  for  your  suffering,  whib 
it  dictates  ita  necessity. 

Could  I  flatter  myself  that  Lord  Orville  would,  indeed, 
be  sensible  of  jour  worth,  and  act  with  a,  nobleness  of  miB! 
which  should  ^rove  it  congenial  to  your  ovm,  then  wooldl 
leave  my  Evelina  to  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  cheH- 
ful  society,  and  increasing  regard,  of  a  m.au  she  so  greail; 
admires:  but  this  is  not  an  age  in  which  we  may  truatto 
appearances;  and  impiiidence  ia  much  sooner  regretted 
than  repaired.  Tour  health,  jou  lellme,  is  much  mended; 
Can  you  then  consent  to  leave  Bristol? — not  abruptly, tl 
I  do  not  desire,  bat  in  a  few  days  from  the  time  you  reoein 
this  ?  I  wiD  write  to  Mrs.  Selwyn,  iind  tell  her  how  mnob  I 
wish  your  retam ;  and  Mra.  Clinton  can  take  suiScient  oart 
ot  joa. 

I  have  meditated  upon  every  possible  eipodient  thtl 
might  tend  to  yoor  happiness,  ero  1  fixed  upon  exacting 
fi'om  yon  a  compliance  which  I  am  convinced  will  be  nuwt 
painful  to  you ;  but  I  can  satisfy  myself  in  none.  This 
will  at  least  bo  safe  ;  and  aa  to  sncess, — wo  must  lean  ' 
to  time. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  Mr.  Macartney's  welfare. 

Adieu,  my  dearest  child !  Heaven  preserve  and  etrengthec 
you !  A.  V- 


LETTEE   LXVIIT. 


TO  THB    REV.   MB.    VILLABS. 


1  my  joi 


aiiftm,  Sept.  '2Btk.  ■ 
,  have  two  days  more 
e  been  too  mucli  engaged  to  n 


To-daj  has  been  less  tranqnil.  It  waa  destined  for  t 
lecision  of  the  important  bet,  and  has  been  productive  ^ 
general  confusion  thronghout  the  honse.  It  was  settleS" 
ihat  the  race  shonld  be  run  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
'jord  Merton  breakfasted  here,  and  stuid  till  noon.  He 
vanted  to  engage  the  ladies  to  bet  ou  his  sole,  in  the  true 
ipirit  of  giiming,  without  seeing  the  racers.  But  he  ConJd 
mly  prevail  on  Lady  Louisa,  as  Mrs,  Selwyn  said  she  never 
aid  a.  wager  against  her  own  wishes,  and  Mrs,  Beaumont 
ffould  not  take  sides.  As  for  vie,  T  was  not  applied  to.  It 
H  impossible  for  negligence  to  lie  more  pointed  than  that  of 
Liord  Merton  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  Lady  Louisa. 

But,  just  before  dinner,  I  hajipeued  to  be  alone  in  the 
l]-awing-room,  when  his  Lordship  suddenly  returned;  an^, 
.■oraing  in  with  his  usual  familiarity,  lie  wiks  begini  ' 
'  Ton  see,  Lady  Louisa, — "  but  stopping  ghortj  "  Pra^ 
where's  every  body  gone  ?  " 

"  Indeed  I  don't  know,  my  Lord." 

He  then  shut  the  door ;  and,  with  a  great  alterntion  n 
hi.s  face  and  manner,  advanced  eagerly  towards  me,  aur 
aiiid,  "  How  glad  I  am,  my  sweet  girl,  to  meet  you,  at  laa 
alone !    By  my  soul  I  began  to  think  there  was  ii 
agaiiist  me,  for  I've  never  been  able  to  have  you  a  nr 
to  myself."     And  very  freely  he  seized  my  hand. 

I  was  so  much  gnrprised  at  this  address,  after  having] 
been  so  long  totally  neglected,  that  I  could  make  no  other 
answer,  than  staring  at  him  vrith  unfeigned  astonishment, 

"  Wbj  now,"  continuod  he,  "  if  you  was  not  the  crutUest 
mgel  in  the  world,  you  would ba«e\iB\^wiine,V»'*o^&s 
for  yoa    scu    how    1   am.  waWVei  Wvu  -,   V«>^1 


0  never  off  tne.     She  gives  me  a 

e  pleasarea  of  a  wife  !  kowever,  it  >i 
long." 

Disgusted  to  tlie  g;reateBt  degree,  I  attempted  to  d._, 
away  my  hand  ;  but  I  believe  I  ahoaid  not  have  siiccem 
if  MrB.  Beaamont  had  not  made  her  appearance,  a 
turned  from  me  vrith  the  greatest  assnraace,  bsoA  v& 
"  How  are  jon,  Ma'am  ? — how  is  Lady  Looisa  ? — jOtt  M 
can't  live  a  moment  out  of  the  houee."  '; 

Coold  you,  my  deai'est  Sir,  have  believed  it  poasibleil 
Eiich  efErontery  to  be  in  man  P 

Before  dinner  came  Mr.  Coverley,  and,  before  five  o'doi 
Mr.  Lovel  and  somo  other  company.  Tlie  piace  toarkedl 
for  the  race,  was  a  gravel-walk  in  Mth.  Beanmont'a  gud 
find  the  length  of  the  ground  twenty  yai'ds.  Whea 
were  snmmoned  to  the  course,  the  two  poor  old  women  nu 
their  appearance.  Though  they  seemed  very  healthy 
their  time  of  life,  they  yet  looked  ao  weak,  bo  infirm,  eo  feel 
that  I  conld  feel  no  aensation  but  that  of  pity  at  the  ng 
However,  thia  was  not  the  general  sense  of  tJie  company  j .. 
they  DO  sooner  came  forward,  than  they  were  greeted  K 
a  laugh  from  every  beholder,  Lord  OiTille  excepieS,  1 
looked  very  grave  during  the  whole  transaction.  DoufA 
he  mnst  be  greatly  discontented  at  the  dissipated  caaA 
and  extravagance  of  a  man,  with  whom  he  is  soon  to  bi 
nearly  connected. 

For  some  time,  the  aceno  ^cas  ti'uly  ridiculous  ;  t^e  j 
tation  of  tlie  parties  ooucerned,  and  the  bets  that  weiel 
upon  the  old  women,  were  absurd  beyond  measnre.  1 
a/re  ijqh  for  ?  and  whose  side  are  you  of?  was  echoed  fi 
month  to  mouth  by  the  whole  com.pany.  Lord  Metion 
Mr.  Coverley  were  both  ao  escesaively  gay  and  noisy,,! 
I  soon  found  tbey  had  been  too  free  in  drinking  to  i 
Bucceaa.  They  handed,  with  loud  shouts,  the  oldwome 
the  race-ground,  and  encouraged  them  by  liberal  promiflf 
exert  themselves. 

Wben  tlie  signal  was  given  for  them  to  set  off,  the  ] 
ci-eatures,  feeble  and  frightened,  ran  against  each  dU 
jiud,  neither  of  them  able  to  sugport  the  aliock,  they  1 
fell  on  tJie  ground. 

Ltord  Merton  and  M.r.  CovuvYe^-  "ic  V"  \\ife\r  u»«ri 


e  bronght  for  them ;  and  they  etich  dr&iLk  il  f 
Tliey  complaiuad  of  bein^  much  bmispd  ; 
^avy  and  helploas,  they  ha<l  not  been  a,ble  to  aiivo  t^ 
alvea,  but  foil  with  thei  r  whole  weight  upon  the  grt 
lowever,  as  they  seemed  equal  Hufferera,  both  paHiea  wer 
Cxi  eager  to  have  the  affair  defeiTed. 

Again  therefore  they  set  off,  and  hobbled  along^,  nearly 
■ven  with  each  othei',  for  some  time ;  yet  frequently,  to  the 
Dexpreasible  diversion  of  the  company,  they  stumbled  and 
Dttered;  and  the  confused  hallooing  of  "iVoM,  Covarley  l"i  ' 

Now,  Merton .'"  run  from  aide  to  side  during  the  wh' 
.ffaii'. 

Not  long  after,  a  foot  of  one  of  the  poor  wonien  alipt,  a 
rith  great  force  sha  came  again  to  the  ground.     Involon- 
;irily,  I  sprung  forward  to  aBslat  her;  but  Lord  Merton,  to 
■bom  she  did  not  belong,  stopped  me,  calling  out,  "  No  foul 
ilay  !  no  foul  play  !  " 

Mr.  Coveriey  then,  repeating  the  same  words,  went  him- 
elf  to  help  her,  and  insisted  that  the  other  should  stop.     A 
lebate  ensued ;  but  the  poor  creature  wa,^  too  much  hnrt  to 
lOVe,  and  declared  her  utter  inability  to  multe  another  b 
ampt.  Mr.  Coveriey  wnB  quite  bruta!  ;  he  swore  at  her  m' 
aonanly  rage,  and  seemed  scarce  able  to  refi'sii 
bnking  her. 

Xford  Merton  then,  in  great  rapture,  snid  it. 
king  i    but  Mr.  Coveriey  contended,  that  the  i;i\ 
lental,  and  time  ahonld  be  allowed  for  the  woman 
Jowever,  all  the  company  being  against  him,  he  was  pro- 
lonnced  the  loser. 

We  then  went  to  the  dj'awiug-room,  to  l«a.    After  whicl 
lie  evening  being  remarkably  warm,  we  all  walked  ii 
j^den.     Lord  Merton  was  qnite  riotoua,  and  Lady  Loni 
n  high  spirits ;    but  Mi'.  Coveriey  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to 
«>nceal  hia  chagrin. 

As  Lord  Oryille  was  thonghtfuj,  iind  walked  by  himaelf, 
[  expected  that,  as  usual,  /  shonld  pass  nnnoticed,  and  be 
left  to  my  own  meditations  ;  bnt  this  was  not  the  case  ;  for 
Lord  Merton,  entirely  oft  his  guard,  giddy  equally  from 
i3  very  troubleaome  to  me  ■,  aTi.i,"ct 


Irina  an 


\j[^  the  preaenae  ol  Lady  Louisa,  wticWttfiastrto  ^o^ '^'^ 
bed  him  even  from  common  olviUtj,  Vie  B.tta*^^^^^''-"'^'^ 
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to  me,  during  the  walk,  with  a  fi'eedotn  of  galliintrj-  f.hittpu 
me  ejitveiiiely  out  nf  count^niiyce.  He  paid  me  tlif  md 
liigli.fiown  cnnipliiiientfi  ;  and  frequently  find  forcibly  seiJ 
roy  hund,  th'icfrh  J  ivpeatedlj,  and  with  unditisenibled  tarn 
drew  it  back.  Loi'd  OrviUe,  1  saw,  watched  us  with  earaw 
nesBj  and  Lady  Loniea's  emilea  wpre  eonvcT+ed  into  1o6b 
of  disdain. 

I  could  not  hear  to  he  thns  sitnated ;  and  ccnnpinoning 
wai  tired,  I  (inicltencd  my  pace,  ■witli  intention  to  retiiml 
the  houBe ;  but'  Lord  Merton,  hastily  following,  eangbt  1^ 
fiand,  and  saying  the  day  was  his  mim,  vowed  ho  would  nC 

"  Ton  niiM(,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  exf  i-emcly  flurried. 

"  Ton  are  the  most  charming  girl  in  the  world,"  said  hs 
"  and  never  looked  better  than  at  this  moment." 

"My  Lord,"  cried  Mrs.  Selwyn,  advancing  to  ns,  "  joi 
don't  consider,  that  the  bett.er  Miss  Anville  looks  the  mOM 
striking  is  the  contrast  with  your  Lordship ;  therefore,  (at 
yonr  own  sake,  I  would  advise  yon  not  to  hold  her." 

"  Egad,  my  Lord,"  cried  Mr.  Ooverley,  "  I  don't  see 
right  yon  have  to  the  best  old,  and  the  Ijest  j/OMwg'  wenwrt 
too,  in  t^hc  Bame  day." 

"  Bed  y  ffimg  loonui/n !"  lepeated  Mr.  Lovel;  "  'ponhononT, 
Jack,  yon  have  made  a  moat  nnfortnnate  speech ;  hoWBTW, 
if  Lady  Louisa  can  pardon  yon, — 'md  her  Ladyship  is  (A 
goodness, — I  am  snre  nobody  else  can  ,  for  yon  have  com- 
mitted  an  ontrngeons  solecism  in  good  manners  " 

"  And  pi'ay,  Bir,"  said  Mrs.  Seiwyn,  "  nnder  what  denODU- 
natrion  may  your  own  speech  pass  ^   ' 

Mr.  Lovel,  turning  another  way,  affected  not  to  hear  beti 
and  Mr.  Coverley,  bowing  to  Lady  Louisa,  said,  "Hc 
Ladyship  is  well  acquainted  with  my  devotion  , — bnt,  epA, 
I  don't  know  how  it  is, — I  had  always  an  unlucky  turn  st 
an  epigram,  and  never  conld  I'esist  a  smart  pie; 
in  my  life." 

"  Pray)  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  "  let  go  my  hand  !  pray.  Mrf. 
Selwyn,  apeak  for  me." 

"My   Lord,"   said  Mrs.    Selwyn,    "in    detaining^  tElf 
Anville  any  laager  yrm  onlj  Xosefeme-,  foe  we  are    '    "' 
aa  well  oouTineedof  your  va\c(vn- Mi4  "5         '         ''^  ' 
to  hold  her  an  age-" 


f  Lniil,"  said  Mrs.  TJeanmcml,  "I  irniHt  beg  leave  to 
low  not  if  Lady  Liiaian  ciin  piirdon  you  ;  'mt 
noting  }&dy  Is  at  my  house,  i  dd  not  chociRC  to  Ijave 
^uneasy. ' 

»rdon  him  !  "  cried  Lady  Louisa;  "  I  declare  I  am 
E  glad  to  get  rid  of  him," 

ly  Lord,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "while  yon  are 
ar  shadow,  you'll  lose  a  aubst&nce ;  you'd  best 
_  eace  while  you  can." 

Mr.  Coverley,    be   qoiet,"   said    Lady    Iiouifla, 
;  "  for  1  (ledlRTe  I  won't  speak  to  hiio.     Brother," 
lold  of  Lord    Orville's   ana.  "  will    you    walk  in 
k?" 

bcld  tiO  Heav on,"  cried  I,  friirhtflURd  to  see  howmuch 
Herton  was  in  liquor,  "  that  I  too  had  a  brother ! 
then  I  should  not  be  exposed  to  suoh  trentment." 
iOrville,  instantly  quitting  Lady  Louisn, said, "Will 
{hviUeallowmB  the  honour  of  taking  that  title?  "  and 
Hthout  waiting  for  any  acBwer,  he  disengaged  me 
(BrdMerton ;  and,  handing  me  to  Lady  Louisa,  "  Let 
Bded  he,  "  take  equal  care  of  bolh  my  aiaters ; "  and 
'asiring  her,  to  take  hold  of  one  arm,  and  begging  me 
e  of  the  other,  we  reached  the  houae  in  a  moment, 
terton,  disordered  as  he  was,  attempted  not  to  atop 


pe  ent<!red  the  house,  I  withdrew  my  arm,  and 
I  my  thanks,  for  my  heart  was  too  full  for  speech. 
Louisa,  evidently  hurt  at  her  brother's  oondescension, 
inied  extremely  by  Lord  Merton's  behaviour,  silently 
may  hers ;  and  biting  hor  lips,  with  a  look  of  infinite 
h,  walked  saUenly  up  the  hall. 

I  Orville  aaked  her  if  she  would  not  go  into  the 
'f 
"  answered  she,  haughtily,  "  I  leave  you  and  your 
ier  together ;  "  and  Uien  she  walked  up  stairs. 
b  quite  confounded  at  the  prida  and  rudeness  of  this 
i     Lord    Orville   himself   seemed   thunderstruck ;    1 
ffroTO  him,  nnd  went  into  the  parlour:  he  followed 
'ing,  "  Must  I  now  apologize  to  "JSiaB  Ka-siSia  'isn  •&*! 
/  mjr  in  terfei'ence  P — or  ougtt  1  to  ft,-^o\Q^\ia-  "Cos**^  J 
las  I  wis/jed,  intorfere  sooner?  " 


I 
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'■O,  my  Lord."  cried  T,  with  an  emot.ion  1  oool^  not 
repress,  "  lb  ifl  fa.'oni  you  tdims  I  meet  with  any  i-espert 
all  others  ti-eat  rao  wi),h  iiiiftorti nonce,  or  contempt !  " 

I  am  Horry  I  had  not  more  command  of  myself,  as  ho  kid 
reason  jnat  then  to  suppose  I  pu'ticiiliirly  meant  his  BiEtei, 
which,  I  am  Biire,  must  very  much  hurt  him. 

"  Good  Heaven,"  cried  he,  "  that  so  mnoh  Bweetness  and 
merit  can  fail  to  excite  the  Jove  and  a-dmir.ition  so  jnsUy 
their  due !  I  cannot, — I  daj'e  not  expreea  to  you  half  tba 
iadi^nation  I  feel  at  this  moment!  " 

"  I  ftm  BoiTy,  my  Lord,''  said  J,  more  oalm.ly,  "  to 
ruisod  it ;  bnt  yet, — in  a  situation  tiint  calls  for  protootion, 
to  meet  only  with  mortifications, — indeed,  but  I  am  ill 
formed  to  bear  them  !  " 

"  My  dear  Misa  Anville,"  cried  be,  warmly,  "  allow  ! 
be  your  friend ;  think  of  me  aa  if  I  were  indeed  yont 
brottier  j  and  let  me  intreat  you  to  accept  my  beat  aervicss, 
if  there  is  any  thing  in  which  I  can  be  bo  happy  as  to  show 
my  regard, ^my  respect  for  you  !  " 

Before  I  had  time  to  Bpeai,  the  rest  of  the  party  entowd 
the  parlour ;  and,  aa  I  did  not  wish  to  see  anything  moreoT 
Lord  Merton,  at  lea^t  before  he  had  slept,  I  determmed  to 
leave  it.  Lord  Orville,  seeing  my  design,  said,  as  I  poBsed 
him,  "  Will  you  go  P  "  "  Hud  not  I  beat,  my  Lord  p  ''  said> 
I.  "I  am  afraid,"  said  he,  .smiling,  "since  I  mnst  nov 
speak  as  your  brother,  I  am  afraid  yon  had  ,■ — you  sea  yon 
may  truat  me,  since  I  can  advise  againat  my  own  in- 
terest." 

I  then  left  the  room,  and  have  been  writing  ever  since. 
And,  methinka,  I  can  never  lament  the  rndenesa  of  Lord 
Merton,  as  it  has  more  than  ever  confirmed  to  me  the  eateem 
of  Lord  Orville. 


LETTER   LXIX. 

fBLIHA    IN   COBTIMDATIOK. 


Sfpt.  SOtt. 


/~\S,  Sir,  what  a  strange  incident  have  I  to  recite !    what 
'— '  a  fifJd  of  conjecture  to  open\ 
Tefstevdny  evening  we  all  ■wetvt  to  »■■"  aasftraWtfj^. 
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rpfraented  tickets  to  the  whole  family  ;    nnd  di<I  i 
lur,  to  tbe  no  small  snrpriae  of  all  here,  t  helieve,  to 
ith  me.     But  eyeiy  day  aliouuda  in  freah  inabiaces 
radoauending  politeness ;  and  be  now  takes  every  op- 

of  calling  me  hie  friend  and  his  eider, 
Merfcon  offered  a  ticket  to  Lady  Loniaa ;  but  she  was 
ii  inoeoBed  against  him,  that  she  refused  it  with  the 
disdain:  neither  conld  he  prevail  apon  her  to  Juoioe 
she  sat  still  the  whole  evening,  and  deigned  not 
ftAt  or  speak  to  him.  To  me  her  behaviour  is  almost 
|je :  for  she  is  cold,  distant,  Eind  hanghty,  and  her 
kiresB  the  greatest  contempt.  But  for  Lord  Orville, 
faerable  would  my  residence  here  make  me  ! 
Jfere  joined  in  the  ball-room  by  Mr.  Coverley,  Mr. 
and  Lord  Merton,  who  looked  as  if  he  was  doing 
i,  anii  sat  all  the  evening  nest  to  Lady  Louisa,  vainly 
pnring  to  appease  her  anger. 

,  Orville  began  the  minuets ;  he  danced  with  a  young 
|D  seemed  to  engage  the  geoeral  attention,  ae  she  liad 
A  seen  here  before.  She  is  pretty,  and  looks  mild  and 
nnonred. 

y,  Mr.  Lovel,"  said  Lady  Louisa,  "  who  ia  that  P  " 
B  Belmont,"  answered  he,  '*  the  young  heiress :  she 
^e  "Wells  yesterday." 

k  with  the  name,  I  In  voluntarily  repeated  it ;  bnt 
beikrd  me, 

bb  is  her  family  ?  "  said  Mrs.  Beaumont, 
e  yon  not  heard  of  her,  Ma,'Eun  ?  "  cried  he  ;  "  she  is 
ighter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Jobs  Belmont." 
.Heaven,  Low  did  I  start !  the  name  struck  my  ear 
konderbolt.  Mrs.  Selwyn,  who  immediately  looked 
^d,  "  Be  calm,  my  dear,  and  we  will  learn  ibe  truth 
is," 

'isa  I  had  never  imagined  her  to  be  acquainted  with 
f ;  but  she  has  since  told  me,  that  she  knew 
ippy  mother,  and  was  well  iuformed  of  the  v  '    ' 

isked  Mr.  Love]    a  multitude  of   questiona  ;   and 
^  from  his  answers,  that  this  yoaag  \s.&^  -voa'-jio^- 
^  »broad  with  Sir  John  Belmont,  viVo  ■»»*»  i^sw  '"~ 
tliat  abe  was  under  the  care  ol  ti%  evslwre,"* 


PftterBon ;    and    that   she    wonld    inherit    a    rtnnsMdraM" 

1  cannot  expfuHtt  th<<  slriingH  foeiings  with  wliich_l 
agitated  dnring  this  recital.     What,  mv  deHi-est  Sir,  <AS 
possibly  mean  ?  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  any  after -marriagB  T- 
or  mnBt  I  anppose,  tliat,  while  the  lawfnl  child  is  reJBOtod, 
(tnother  is  adopted  P — I  know  nnt  what  to  think  !    I  sin  !»• 
wildered  with  a  contrariety  of  ideas  ! 

When  -we  came  home,  Mrs.  Selwyn  passed  more  than  *n 
hour  in  my  room  oonverBinsr  upon  this  subject.  She  Hup, 
that  I  ought  irstsuitly  t<i  go  totcwn,  find  out  my  fsither,  iiffil 
have  tho  affair  cleH.red  op.  She  asBures  me  I  have  too 
Ktroiig  a  roBemblniice  to  ray  dear,  thongh  unknown,  m.oth«r, 
to  allow  of  the  leii.Ht  heHitation  in  my  bcinc;  owned,  ythes 
once  I  am  seen.  Fdi'  my  part,  I  hiiye  no  wish  but  to  act  ^ 
j'oitr  direction. 

I  cannot  give  any  account  of  tlic  eveniner;  so  distnrkeA 
so  occupied  am  I  by  this  subject,  that  I  can  Miink  of  no 
other.  I  have  entreated  Mrs.  Selwyn  to  obsei'VP  the  Bti-tcW 
aecreey,  nnd  she  has  promised  tliat  she  will.  Indeed,  «ll» 
has  too  much  sense  to  be  idly  communicative. 

Lord  Orville  took  notice  of  my  being  absent  and  Bilenl; 
but  I  Tentured  not  to  intrust  him  -with  the'  canse.  Fortn- 
nately,  he  was  not  of  the  party  at  the  time  Mr.  Lovel  mti» 
the  diBcoyeay. 

Mrs,  Selwyn  says,  that  if  you  approve  my  going  to  town, 
she  wH!  herself  accompany  me.  I  had  a  thousand  tjinis 
rather  ask  the  protection  of  Mrs.  Mirvan,  bnt,  after  Ibia 
offer  that  will  not  be  possible. 

Adien.  my  dearest  Sir.  I  am  sure  yon  will  wjite  IB- 
mediately,  and   I  shall   be  all  impatience  till  your 


LETTKR    LXX. 

coBTnnjATiON. 

Oct.  U. 

GOOD  God,  my  dear  Sir,  -vVvX  ^  vumderfal  tale  l»yi  | 
again  to  relate '.  efren  3e\.,\  a,TQ  tuit  -c-  ^ 

at^  QxtKuw  surprise. 


.J  iBomuig,  as  satm  as  I  had  finiahed  my  hi 
ut  BQinDiaiied  to  attend  a  walking  \ 
t  Wells.     It  t'onBistcJ  only  of  Mrs.  Selwyu  and.  Lord 
The  Intter  wfttked  by  my  eide  sill  the  way;  utid 
reraatioii  dissipated  my  uneiisiiKise,  and  iiiaenRti'ily 
tored  my  serenity. 

'  t  the  pamp-room  I  eaw  Mr.  Macartney  ;  1  conrtsied  to 
1  twice  ere  he  would  speak  to  me.  WTien  he  did,  I 
ran  to  apologize  for  huving  disappointed  him  ;  but  I  did 
"  1  it  Tery  eafly  to  eiense  myself,  as  Lord  Orville's 
ith  an  eipreeaioo  of  anxiety  that  distceaaed  me, 
li  from  him  to  me,  and  me  to  him,  every  word  I  spoke, 
inced,  however,  that  I  had  really  trifled  with  Mr. 
liMftcartney,  1  ecmplcd  not  to  beg  his  pardon,  Ho  was  tl)en 
not  merely  appeased,  but  even  gpatefnl. 

He  requested  me  to  see  him  to-morrow  :  but  I  had  not 
the  folly  to  be  agaiu  j(Tiilty  of  an  indisci-etion  whteli  had 
already  caused  mc  so  much  uDeasiness ;  and  therefore  I 
told  him  frajikly,  that  it  woe  not  in  my  power  at  present  to 
see  him  but  by  accident;  and,  to  prevent  his  being  offended, 
I  hinted  to  him  the  reason  I  could  not  receive  him  as  I 
wished  to  do. 

W  ben  I  had  satisSed  both  him  and  myself  upon  tliis  sab- 
ject,  I  turned  to  Lord  Orville,  and  saw,  with  concern,  the 
gravity  of  his  countenance.  I  would  have  spoken  to  bim, 
bnt  knew  not  how :  I  believe,  however,  he  read  my  thonghta ; 
for,  in  a  little  time,  with  a  soft  of  serious  smile,  be  said,  "Doea 
not  Mr.  Macartney  complain  of  his  disappointment  ?  " 
"  Not  much,  my  Loi'd." 

"  And  how  have  you  appeased  him  ?  "  Finding  I  hesitated 
what  to  answer,  "  Am  I  not  your  bi-other  ?  "  continued  he, 
Hid  must  I  not  enquire  into  your  nfiairs  ?  " 
fcC'ertainly,  my  Lord,"  said  I,  laughing,     "  I  only  wish 

a  better  worth  your  Lordahip's  while." 
^Lefc  me,  then,  make  immediate  use  of  my  privilege, 
hen  shall  you  see  Mr,  Macartney  iigain  V  " 
'■  Indeed,  my  Lord,  I  can't  tell." 

"  But, — do  you  know  that  I  shiill  not  aufiei-  viy  dster 
make  a  private  appointment  ?  " 

"Pra^,  mjr  Lord,"  cried  I  eatneaUj,  "  use  Oq«.V 
autre.'   Indeed  jou  shock  me  extremely." 
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"  That  wonM  I  not  do  for  the  worlJ,"  cried  he,  "  yet  yon 
mow  not  how  warmly,  how  deeyily  i  am  interested,  BOt 
miy  in  all  yonr  concerns,  hnt  in  all  your  afitiona." 

This  speech — the  most  particnlar  one  Lord  Orville  had 
iver  made  to  me,  ended  our  oonverBation  at  that  time ;  te 
I  was  too  mnch  stmck  by  it  to  make  any  answer. 

Soon  after,  Mr.  Macaj^ey,  in  a  low  voice,  intreated  me 

t  to  deny  him  the  gratification  of  retnming-  the  moa^, 
Wliile  he  was  speaking,  the  yonng  lady  1  saw  yeaterday  M 
the  asBembly,  with  the  large  party,  entered  the  pnmp-pooni. 
Mr.  Macartney  turned  as  pale  as  death,  his  voice  fiiultered, 
and  he  seemed  not  to  know  what  he  aaid.  I  was  mysaif 
almost  equally  dieturbed,  by  the  crowd  of  confused  idea* 
that  OGCuiTed  to  me.  Gooil  Hawen  !  thought  I,  why  ahonld 
he  be  thus  agitated  ? — ia  it.  possible  this  can  be  the  yonng 
lady  he  loved  F — 

in  a  few  minutes  we  quitted  tlie  pitmp-room  j  and, 
Ihongh  I  twice  wished  Mr.  Mitcartnoy  good  morning,  he 
ytta  so  absent  he  did  not  hear  me. 

We  did  not  immediately  return  to  Clifton,  as  Mrs.  Sejwjn 
tiad  business  at  a  pamphlet  shop.  While  she  was  looking 
at  some  new  poems.  Lord  OiTille  again  naked  me  wiies  I 
shonld  see  Mr.  Macartney  P 

"  Indeed,  my  Lord,"  cried  I.  "  I  know  not,  bnt  I  would 
give  the  universe  for  a  few  moments'  conversation  wiHi 
him  !  "    I  spoke  this  with  a  simple  ainoerity,  and  was  not 

rare  of  the  force  of  my  own  words. 

"  The  universe  !  "  repeated  he,  "  QooA  God,  Miss  Anrillei 
do  yon  say  this  to  me?" 

"  I  woiid  say  it,"  returned  I,  "to  any  body,  my  IiOTd." 

"  I  beg  yonr  pardon,"  said  he,  in  a  voice  that  ehoirad 
him  ill  pleased,  "  I  am  answered." 

"  My  Lord,"  cried  I,  "  yon  must  not  judge  hardly  of  me. 
I  spoke  inadvertently  ;  bnt  if  yon  knew  the  painful  suspense 
I  suffer  at  this  moment,  yon  would  not  be  Bnrpriaed  at 
what  T  have  said." 

"And  would  a  meeting;  witli  Mr.  M;u!artney  I'elivre  yon 
from  that  suspense  ?  " 

"Yea,  my  Lord,  two  words  might  bo  sufficient" 

"  Would  to  Heaven,"  cried  \ic,  uftjor  a,  ^rort 
(  were  -worthy  to  know  their  iin'^Tt\" 


\,<fnn>a(^taH 


•*  Wortiiy,  my  Lord  1 — ^0,  if  that  were  nil,  your  Lordship  I 
ild  aek  nothing  I  should  not  be  ready  to  anawer !  If  I 
were  but  at  liberty  to  speak,  I  should  be  prmid  of  your 
Lnrdship'e  enquiries :  but,  indeed,  I  am  not — I  have  not 
jLny  right  to  communicate  the  afEaJre  of  Mr.  Macartney ; — 
your  Lordship  i/annot  sappose  I  have." 

"  I  will  own  to  JOQ,"  answered  he,  "  I  know  not  wltat  to 
suppose ;  yet  there  aeema  a  frankness  even  in  your  mystery 
— and  Hoch  an  air  of  openness  in  yonr  conntenance,  that  I 
am  willing  to  hope, — "  He  stopped  a  Efioinent,  and  then 
added,  "  This  meeting,  yon  say,  is  eesential  to  your 
repose  ?  " 

"  I  did  not  s:i.y  that,  my  Lord  ;  but  yet  I  have  the  most 
important  reasons  for  wishing  to  speak  to  him." 

Hq  paused  a  few  minutes ;  and  then  said,  with  warmth, 
"  Yes,  yon  shall  speak  to  him  ! — I  will  myself  naaiHt  yon  !^ 
Miss  Anville,  I  am  Bure,  cannot  form  a  wiah  against  pro- 
priety ;  T  will  ask  no  qnestions,  I  will  rely  upon  her  own 
parity,  and,  uninformed,  blindfold  as  I  am,  I  will  sen-e  her 
with  ail  my  power ! "  And  then  he  went  into  the  shop 
leaving  me  so  strangely  atTected  by  his  generons  behaviom 
that  I  almost  wished  to  follow  him  with  my  thanks. 

When  Mi's.  Solwvn  haii  transacted  her  affairs,  we  ret 
home. 

The  momeni  dinner  nas  over,  Lord  OiTille  went  t 
and  did  not  come  baok  till  jnet  as  we  were  summoned  i^m 
sopper.      This  is  the  longest  time  he  has  spent  from  thfliT 
honae  since  I  have  been  at  Clifton ;  and  you  cannot  imagine,  ' 
my  dear  Sir,  how  much  1  missed  tim.     1  scarce  knew 
before    how   infinitely   I   am    indebted    to    him    alone   for 
the  happiness  I  hav)  enjoyed  since  I  have  been  at  Mrs. 
'Heanmont's. 

mAa  I  generally  go  down  stairs  last,  he  came  t 
mment  the  ladies  hnd  passed  by,  and  said,  "  Shall  you'll 
ftome  to-morrow  morning  ?  " 

"  I  believe  so,  my  Lord." 
f'  And  will  yon  then  receive  a  visitor  for  me  ?  " 
^'For  you,  my  Lord  ?  " 
"  Tes  : — I  have  made  aeqanintancfc  wife  ^t  ."^^t 
?  is  bae  promised  to  call  upon  rae  ^ 
le  o'clock. " 


And  tlien,  takinfi;  my  Land,  ho  led  me  down  ataira. 

0,  Sir ! — was  there  evtir  such  another  noaii  og  Lotd 
Orrille  ? — Tea,  one  other  now  reaidea  at  Berry  Hill ! 

This  mDming  there  has  beea  a  great  deal  of  compaaf 
liera ;  but  at  the  time  appointed  by  Loi'd  Orrille,  donfatlui 
with  that  consideration,  the  parlour  is  almost  always  emjitf, 
iiB  every  body  ia  ib-essing. 

Mrs.  Beaumont,  howerer,  was  not  gone  up  sbiii'H  irliuii 
Mr.  Macartney  sent  ia  his  name. 

Lord  Orrille  immediately  said,  "  Beg  the  favour  of  liin 
to  walk  in.     You  sep.  Madam,  that  I  couBider  myself  m  ill 

"  I  hope  so,"  ail  ■  I'od  Mrs.  Beaumont,  ''  or  I  should  U 
very  nneaay," 

Mr.  Matartney  tlifu  entered.  I  believe  we  both  felt  veij 
oonscious  to  whom  tlie  vieit  wtiB  paid;  but  Loi'd  Orvillo 
received  him  as  his  own  guest ;  and  not  mei'ely  entartaiiwl 
him.  aa  such  while  Mrs.  Beaumoot  remained  in  the  room, 
but  for  some  time  aft«r  she  had  left  it,  ii.  delicacy  iha* 
saved  me  from  the  ombarrasHmect  T  should  have  felt,  hii 
he  immediately  quitted  ns. 

In  a  few  minutes,  however,  he  gave  Mi:  Macartn^  » 
book, — for  I,  too,  by  Wiiy  of  pretence  for  continuing  in  llW 
room,  pi'otended  to  be  rejidiig, — -Riid  begged  he  would  be 
BO  good  as  to  look  it  over,  while  he  answered  a  note,  whirfi 
he  woald  dispatch  in  :i  few  minutes,  and  return  to  him. 

When  he  was  gone,  we  both  parted  with  onr  books;  lUul 
Mr.  Macartney,  again  producing  the  paper  with  the  tooiu^ 
besonght  me  to  accept  it. 

"  Pray,"  said  I,  still  declining  it,  "  did  you  know  til* 
young  lady  who  came  into  Uia  pump-room  ^eebetdlj 
morning  ?  " 

"  Know  her !  "  ■■epeiited  he,  chauginc  colour,  "  Oh,  but 
too  well !  " 

"  Indeed  !  " 

■■  Why,  Madam,  do  you  usk  ?  " 

"  I  mnat  beseech  you  to  satisfy  me  further  upon  thi* 
subject;  pray  tell  me  who  she  ta." 

"inviolably  as  I  meant  to  kee^  my  secret,  I  can  refoM 
jfoa,  Jtfadam,  nothing ; — thait  loAj — ^\&  \\\q  iij.o.^Vj«  it  Sir 
John  Beliaoni  ! — of  my  EathatV" 


^■fOruDiooB  Heavea  !  "  cried  I,  iuvolnutarily  laying  I'^^^^^l 
KiA  on  his  arm,  "you  are  ttien — "  mi/  brotlter,  I  woiilc^^^^l 
lave  Baid,  but  my  voice  failed  me,  ard  I  burst  into  toiixa,  '^^^H 

"  Oh,  Madam,"  cried  he,  "  what  does  this  mean  ?— wht^^^^f 
!ait  thus  distress  you  ?  "  ^^^H 

I  could  not  answer,  but  held  oat  lay  h»ad  to  liim,  ^^^^^1 
eentkcd  greatly  surprlsod,  and  talked  in  high  terms  of  n^^^^^l 
iODdeaoeoaion.  j^^^H 

"  Spare  yoai'salf,"  cried  I,  wiping  my  oyes,  "  spare  youi^^^^l 
elf  tills  mistake, — yon  have  a,  right  to  nil  1  can  do  for  yoa  ^^^^| 
lit!  similiLrity  of  onr  circnmstimces — "  ^^^^| 

We  were  then  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  Mrs.  Selwyn^^^^^ 
.nd  Mr.  Macartney,  finding  no  probibiltty  of  our  bein^^^^H 
eft  iilone,  was  obliged  to  take  leave,  though,  I  believe,  ^^i^B^^^H 
elnctantly,  while  in  such  suspense.  ^^^^H 

Mrs.  Selwyn,  then,  by  dint  of  interrogatories,  drew  {1*049^^^1 
ae  the  state  of  tliis  aifair.  She  is  so  penetrating,  thalJ^^HI 
iiere  is  no  possibility  of  evading  to  give  her  satisfaction.  ' ' 

Is  not  this  a  strange  event  ?  Good  Heaven !  how  little 
lid  I  tliiiik  that  the  visits  I  so  unwillingly  paid  at  Mr. 
Jranghton's  would  have  introduced  me  to  so  near  a  rela- 
ioa  !  I  will  never  again  regret  the  time  I  spent  in  town 
ihis  summer  :  a  circumstance  go  fortunate  will  always  make 
Oe  think  of  it  with  pleasure.  ■ 

kvo  just  received  your  letter, — and  it  has  almost  brokn^^^^f 
art ! — Oh,   Sir  !   the  iUuaiou  is   over,  indeed  !    ho^H^^^H 
uwnly  have  I  flattered,  how   miserably  deceived  myself!       ^| 
Liong  since,  doubtful  of  the  situation  of  my  heart,  I  dreaded 
L  scrutiny ; — bat  now,  now  that  I  have  so  long  escaped,  I 
jegan,  indeed,  to  think  my  safety  insured,  to  hope  tl^t  my 
'ears  were  causeless,  and  to  believe  that  my  good  opinion 
md  esteem  of  Lord  OrviUe  might  be  owned  without  ans- 
liciou,  and  felt  without  danger ; — miserably  deceired,  in- 
ieed !   llis  i^i</ht  is  baneful  to  iiij/  repose  i"-!/ is  society  is  death 
'.o  my  fvivre  tranqmllUy  I  Oh,  Lord  Orville  I  could  1  have 
Mlieved  that  a  friendsliip  so  grateful  to  my  heart,  so  sooth- 
ng  to  ray  diatreBses,  a  friBodaliip,  which,  iti  onot^  tws^**., 
^d  me  ao mnoh  honour,  would  only  serve  \«  e-wfeW^s^  vl»'^'™-'^ 
■  -Whit  u.  atrange.  wWt  ao.  avOvva?*^  '^^- 


''«b6  *ni.WA. 

onmBt&aae,   tbut  my  gratitude,   Uiough    so    juetiv  c 
shoold  be  bo  fatal  to  my  pe'we  [ 

Tea,  Sir,  I  will  quit  him ; — woald  to  Heaven  I  c 
this  moment !  without  seeing  him  again, ^ — -withoat  tra 
to  my  now  conscions  emotion  ! — Oh,  Lord  OrviUe,  how  U 
do  you  know  the  evils  I  owe  to  jou !  how  little  HnppM 
that,  when  most  dignified  by  your  attention,  I  waa  mostli 
be  pitied,—  -and  when  most  eialt«d  by  your  notice,  yon.  wra 
most  my  enemy ! 

Tou,  Sir,  reHed  upon  my  ignorance  ; — I,  alas,  apon  joBf 
experience  ;  and,  whenever  I  doubted  the  weakness  of  mj 
heart,  the  idea  tJiat  you  did  nut  sospect  it,  reassared  me, — 
restored  my  courage,  and  confirmed  my  error  ! — Tet  ami 
most  §ei3Bible  of  the  kindness  of  your  silentio. 

Oh,  Sir !  why  have  I  ever  quitted  you  ?  why  been  (S 
poaed  to  dangers  to  which  1  am  so  uumjuhI  ? 

Bat  1  will  leave  tins  place,  leave  Lord  Orville, — law 
him,  pefhaps,  tor  ever! — no  matter;  your  counsel,  yoo 
goodness,  may  teai;h  me  how  to  recover  the  pe^LCe  and  tbt 
eerenity  of  whicli  my  unguarded  folly  has  beguiled  me,  To 
JOU  alone  do  I  ti'ust,— in  you  alone  confide,  for  every  fnhilB' 
hope  I  may  form. 

The  more  1  consider  the  parting  with  Jjord  Orville,  Qt 
less  fortitude  do  1  feel  to  hear  the  separa-tion ; — the  fri«i# 
ship  he  has  shown  me, — his  politeness, — his  sweetness  st 
manners, — hia  concei-n  in  my  afiairs, — his  solicitude  to 
oblige  me, — all,  all  to  be  given  up  1 — 

No,  I  cannot  tell  him  I  am  goingi — I  daiB  not  trust  mj" 
self  to  take  leave  of  him, — I  will  run  away  without  seeing 
him  : — implicitly  will  I  follow  your  advice,  avoid  his  aighi 
and  shon  hie  society  I 

To-morrow  morning  I  will  set  oif  for  Berry  Hill.  Mrs. 
Selwyn  and  Mrs.  Boanmont  shall  alone  know  my  intoolian 
And  to-day — I  will  spend  in  my  own  room.  The  readtnMS 
uf  my  obedience  is  the  only  atonement  I  can  offer  for  llie 
weakness  which  oalla  for  its  esertion. 

Can  you,  will  yon,  most  honoured,  most  dear  Sir !  ari* 

prop  by  which  the  poor  Evelina  is  supported, — can  yoo, 

withoat  reproach,  without  dimileaaure,  receive  the  child  yas 

hare  eo  carefully   rearei, — ^Itom  wVobo  e4.T«aiuwni  VmUv 

£rtiit  might  have  been  emecWL,  ani  -NVo.XJai^BHi^Wva 


Qwoi'thineHB,  friira  to  meet  tbe  eye  by  which  she  hiw  b 
lenshed  ?— Oh,  yes,  I   am  sure  you  will  [    Tonr  Bvalii 
■I'ors  are  those  of  the  judgment;  and  you,  I   well  know, 
irdoti  uli  hut  those  of  Ihe  ht-iirt ! 


LETTWU    LXXl. 


Clifton,  October  Id 

I  HAVE  only  timo,  my  dearest  Sir,  for  three  words,  to 
overtake  my  last  letter,  and  prevent  your  expecting  me 
Lminedintely ;  for,  when  I  communicated  my  intention  to 
Mrs.  Selwyn,  ahe  would  not  hear  of  it,  and  declared  it  wonid 
be  highly  ridicnlons  for  me  to  go  before  1  received  an  an- 
swer to  my  intelligence  concerning  the  journey  from  Paria. 
She  has,  therefore,  ineiated  upon  my  waiting  till  yonr  neifc 
letter  arrives.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  displeased  at  my 
compliance,  though  it  is  rather  against  my  own  judgment : 
Init  Mrs.  Selwyn  ijnita  overpowered  eqq  with  the  force  of 
tier  arguments.  I  will,  however,  see  very  little  of  Lord 
Orville ;  I  will  never  come  down  stairs  before  breakfast; 
give  up  all  my  walks  in  the  garden;  eeat  myself  next  to 
!HrB.  Selwyn ;  and  not  merely  avoid  his  couversation,  but 
Bban  his  presence.  I  will  oxert  all  the  prudence  and  all 
the  resolution  in  my  power,  to  prevent  this  short  delay  from 
giving  you  any  further  uneasiness. 

Adieu,  my  dearest  Sir.     I  shall  not  now  leave  Clifton 
"iiil  T  have  your  directions. 


LETTER    LXXII. 


EVELIMA   IN    C 


OotoberZfid.   . 

YESTEEDAY,  from  the   time  I  teceitei  -sci^a  Vi 
though  heart-piercing  letter,  1  kept  tn^  Tociva< — \«c~ 
Hits  eqaaJJ^  anable  aad  nnwiUing  to  see  IiotA  OvvKV-fe -,>»«». 


this  morning,  tiudin^  I  seemed  destined  to  pass  a  few  d 
longer  hei-e,  I  endeavoured  to  calm  my  spiritB,  and  toi 
pear  sis  usnal;  bhougli  I  determined  to  avoid  him  to 
utmost  of  my  power.  Indeed,  bb  I  entered  the  pariOMj 
when  called  to  breakfast,  my  thoughts  were  so  maii  ow 
pied  with  your  letter,  that  I  felt  as  much  confusion  Bti 
sight,  as  if  he  had  himself  lieen  informed  of  its  contents. 

Mrs.  Beaumont  made  me  a  slight  compliment  upon  toj 
recovery,  for  I  had  pleaded  illness  to  excuse  keeping  n^ 
room  :  Lady  Louisa  spoke  not  a  word  ;  but  Lord  Orvilln 
little  imagining  himself  the  cause  of  my  indisposition,  «!■ 
quired  concerning  my  health  with  the  most  diatinguishij 
politenesH.  I  hardly  made  any  answer ;  and,  for  the  fil* 
time  since  I  have  been  here,  contrived  to  sit  at  some  '' 
tance  from  him. 

I  oould  not  help  obserring  that  my  reserve  surprised  liiffl; 
yet  he  persisted  in  his  civilities,  and  seemed  to  wish  M 
remove  it.  Bnt  I  paid  him  very  littlo  attention ;  and  ti> 
moment  breakfast  was  over,  instead  ot  taking  a  book,  " 
walking  in  the  garden,  I  retired  to  my  oivn  room. 

Soon  after,  Mrs.  Selwyn  came  to  tell  me,  that  Lorf 
Orville  had  been  proposing  I  shotiid  take  an  airing,  snJ 
persuading  her  to  let  him  drive  ns  both  in  his  phuetoo- 
She  delivered  the  message  with  an  archness  that  made  Dw 
bluah ;  and  added,  that  an  airing,  in  my  Lord  OraUle't  < 
riage,  conld  not  fail  to  revive  my  spirits.  There  ie 
possibility  of  escaping  her  diBcernmcnt ;  she  has  freqnentilf 
raUied  me  upon  his  Lordship's  attention, — and,  alas  ! — upw 
the  pleasure  with  which  I  have  received  it!  HowOTBiil 
absolutely  refused  the  offer. 

"  Weil,"  said  she,  laughing,  "  I  cannot  just  now  indolp 
you  with  any  aohcitation ;  for,  to  toll  you  the  truth,  I  h»« 
basineea  to  transact  at  the  Wells,  a.nd  am  glad  to  be  a* 
onsed  myself.  I  would  ask  you  to  waJk  with  me; — bnt 
since  Lord  OroUle  is  refused,  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
hope  for  snecess." 

"  Indeed,"  cried  I,  "  yon  are  mistaken  ;  I  will  attend  yoB 
with  pleasure." 

"  0  rare  coquetry  \ "  cried  she,  "  surely  it  must  bft 
bnfnt  in  our  ses,  or  it  could  notVi      ''  >  -.    ..    .  — ^ 

liiur 


I  had  not  apirits  to  unswer  her,  anrl  l.lici'etoro  put  o 
ha,t  and  cloak  in  silence, 

"  I  presume,"  continned  sbe,  drily,  '"  liirt  Lordship  maj  | 
wait  with  ug." 

"  li  so,  Madam,"  said  I,  "yon  will  have  a  compaiiionj  J 
;iiid  I  will  stay  at  liomn." 

"  My  dear  child,"  cried  she,  "  did  jou  briiij,''  the  cortiliuate  ] 
r^f  yoar  birth  with  yon  ?  " 

"  Dear  Madam,  no  !  " 

"Why  then,  we  shall  never  be  knowu  again  at  I 
Hill." 

I  felt  too  con*;iou8  to  enjoy  her  pleaBantry  :  but  I  believe  J 
she  was  determineii  to  torment  me,  for  she  asked  if  sh4  1 
should  inform  Lord  Orville  that  I  desired  him  not  to  be  o£  j 
the  party  ? 

"  By  no  meiins,  Madam ;  bub,  indeed,  I  had.  rather  i 
walk  myaelf." 

"My  dear,"  cried  she,  "I  really  do  not  know  yon  this  j 
moroing,— joo  have  certainly  been  taking  a  leason  of  Lady  I 
Louisa." 

She  then  went  down  stairs  ;  but  presently  returning,  told 
ine  she  had  acquainted  Lord  Orville  that  I  did  not  choose 
Lo  go  out  in  the  phaeton,  but  prefen-ed  a  walk,  lete-a-tite 
with  her,  by  way  of  variety. 

I  said  nothing,  but  was  i-eally  vexed.  She  bad  me  go 
down  Btaji's,  and  said  she  would  follow  me  immediately. 

Lord  Orville  met  me  in  the  haU.  "1  fear,"  Baid  he, 
■'  Slias  Anville  Ls  not  yet  quite  well  ?  "  and  he  would  have 
taken  tuy  hand,  bnt  I  turned  from  him,  and  oourtsjing 
slightly,  went  into  the  parlour. 

Mi's.  Beaumont  and  Lady  Louisa  were  at  work  :  Lord 
Merton  was  talking  with  the  latter;  for  he  has  now  made 
his  peace,  aud  is  ngain  received  into  favour. 

I  seated  myself,  as  usual,  by  the  window.  Lord  Orville, 
in  a  few  minutes,  carue  to  me,  and  said,  "Why  is  Miae 
Anville  so  grave  'i  " 

"  Not  grave,  my  Lord,"  said  I,  "  only  stupid ; ''  and  I 
took  up  a  book. 

"  You  will  go,"  said  he,  sifter  a  ahort  ^■qbb,  ''  \«  '>!»»■»»' 
WStBibly  to-night  ?  " 
^KfJtTf^  my  Lord,  certainly  not." 


"  Neither  then  h  ill  1  i  for  I  slionld  I*  snrry  to  aoUj  tht 
remembrance  I  have  of  t!ie  Lappiness  1  enjojedat  theusti' 

Mrs.  Selwyn  then  coining  in,  general  eoqnii'ies  were  inlft 
to  all  but  me,  of  wbo  would  go  to  the  assembly  ?  Lu4 
Orville  instently  declared  Iw  had  lottei-s  to  write  at  hornet 
hut  every  one  else  settled  to  go. 

I  then  hastened  Mrs.  Selwyn  away,  though  not  before  bIk 
had  said  to  Lord  Orvilie,  "Pray,  has  yonr  Lordship  ob- 
tAined  Miss  Anville'slea veto  favour  nswithyoorcompaaj?" 

"  I  have  notj  Madam,"  answered  he,  "  had  the  vnnitj  U 

Dnring  onr  wiilk,  Mrs.  Selwyn  (ormented 
fully.  She  told  me,  that  since  1  declined  any  addition  hi 
our  party,  I  must,  doubtless,  bo  consciouB  of  my  own  powert 
of  entertainment ;  and  begged  nie,  therefore,  to  esert  them 
fi'cely.  I  repented  a  thousand  times  having  consented  ii 
walk  alone  with  her  :  for  though  T  made  the  most  patntul 
efforts  to  appear  in  BpiritB,her  raillery  quite  overpowered  me, 

We  went  first  to  the  pump-room.  It  was  full  of  campan^; 
and  the  moment  we  enU'red,  I  heard  a  mnrniuring  of, 
"  Thai's  she  !  "  and,  to  my  great  confusion,  I  saw  every  ej* 
tui-ned  towards  me.  I  pulled  my  hat  over  my  face,  ' 
by  the  aasietance  of  Mi-s.  Selwyn,  endeavoured  to  a 
myself  from  observation  :  rovertheleSB,  I  found  I  w 
much  the  object  of  general  allention,  that  I  intreated  ler 
to  hasten  away.  But  unfortunately  slie  had  entered  iJ 
coiivorBation,  very  eiirnestly,  with  a  gentleman  of  her  i 
quaintanCB,  and  would  not  listen  to  me ;  but  said,  that  if  I 
was  tired  of  waiting,  I  might  walk  on  to  the  millinei's  with 
the  Miss  Watkins,  two  young  Ltdiea  I  had  seen  at  Mrs. 
Beaumont's,  who  were  going  thither. 

I  accepted  the  offer  very  readily,  and  away  we 
But  we  had  not  gone  three  yards,  before  we  were  foUownf 
by  a  party  of  young  men,  who  took  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  at  ub,  and,  a^  they  walked  behind,  talked 
aloud,  in  a  manner  at  once  unintelligible  and  nbsnrd. 
"  Yea,"  cried  one,  "  'tis  certainly  she ! — mark  Ijut  her  frIiwA* 
ing  cheek!" 

"And  tbeu  her  eye — ber  ilonmciwt  eye .' " — cried  anotlter- 
"  Trae,  ob  most  true,"  Bttid  a  t\vu->\, "  •cctij  \t«>>nA>fy 


then,"  said  the  first,  "  her  vUnd, — nc 
■  is,  to  find  out  the  truth,  of  that,  for  she  will  Dot  saj  J 
vara." 

"  Slie  is  timid,"  anawered  another  ;   "  mark  but  her  tin 

During  this  conversation,  we  walked  oa  siient  and  quick 
k3  we  knew  not  to  whoni  it  waa  particularlj  addressed,  we 
rvere  all  equally  ashamed,  and  equally  desirous  to  avoid 
iach  unaccountable  observatioaa. 

Soon  after  we  were  caught  in  a  shower  of  rain.  We 
lurried  on ;  and  these  gentlemen,  following  ns,  ofiered 
ifaeir  services  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  begging  ub  to 
nake  nse  of  their  arms ;  and,  while  I  almost  ran,  in  order 
»  avoid  their  impertineuee,  I  waa  suddenly  met  by  Sir. 
Clement  Willoughby  1  j 

We  both  started  :  "  Good  Gkid  !  "  he  exclaimed,  "  Miai' 
inville  !  "  and  then,  regarding  my  tormentors  with  a 
it  displeasure,  be  earnestly  enquired,  if  any   thing 
ilarmed  me  ? 

"  Ko,  no ; "  cried  I,  for  1  found  no  difficulty  now  to  dis- 
Migage  myself  from  these  youths,  who,  probably,  conclud- 
ing from  tlie  commanding  air  of  Sii'  Clement.,  that  he  had 
k  right  to  protect  me,  quietly  gave  way  to  him,  and  entirely 
quitted  us. 

With  bis  usual  impetuosity,  he  then  began  a  thousand 
jnqnirieB,  accompanied  with  as  many  compliments ;  and  he 
x>\d  me,  that  be  arrived  at  Bristol  but  this  morning,  which  he 
lad  entirely  devoted  to  endeavowa  to  discover  whei-el  lodged. 

"Did  you  know,  then,"  said  I,  "that  I  was  at  Briatol?" 

"  Woiild  to  Heaven,"  ci-ied  he,  "  that  I  could  remain  in 
gnorance  of  youi"  proceedings  with  the  sanae  contentment 
foa  do  of  mine  !  then  should  I  not  for  ever  journey  upon 
ihe  wings  of  Hope,  to  meet  my  own  despair  !  Ton  cannot 
jven  judge  of  the  ciiielfcy  of  my  fate ;  for  the  ease  and 
lerenity  of  your  mind  incapacitates  you  from  feeling  for 
Jie  agitation  of  mine !  " 

The  ease  and  serenity  of  my  mind  [  alas,  how  little  do 
nerit  those  words ! 

"Bnt,"  added  he,  "had  aotddmi  broaght  meVMasii 
T  noi  known  ofyoar  joamey,  the  vole©  oi.  Sotob  wociA- 
roGlaimed  it  to  me  instantly  npon  nay  arrviaX'' 
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i  never  saw  ytm 


"  The  voice  of  fiimo  !  "  repeatod  I. 

"  Tea,  for  yoiii'B  was  the  first  name  I  heard  at  the  piiMp 
i-oom.  But  bad  I  not  heard  your  name,  such  a  deecripMt 
coold  have  painted  no  one  else." 

"  Indeed,"  said  I,  *'I  do  not  understand  yon."  But  just 
then  arriving  at  the  milliner's  onr  conversation  ended  * 
Hisa  Watkins  called  me  to  look  at  caps  and  ribbons. 

Sir  Clement,  however,  baa  the  art  of  being  always  st 
home ;  ha  was  very  soon  engaged,  ss  busily  as  ourselves,  a 
loolring  at  lace  ruffles  ;  yet  he  took  an  opportnni^-  of  e^^ 
ing  to  me,  in  a  low  voice,  "  How  charmed  I  ; 
look  so  well !  I  was  told  you  were  ill ; — but  I 
in  better  health, — never  more  infinitely  lovely 

I  turned  away  to  examine  the  ribbons,  and  soon  after 
Mrs.  Selwyn  made  her  iippearance.     I  found  that  she 
acquainted  with  Sir  Clement,  and  her  manner  of  spealdng 
to  him  convinced  me  that  he  was  a  favourite  with  her. 

When  their  mntaal  compliments  were  over,  she  tnmfld 
to  me,  and  said,  "  Pray,  Miss  AnviUe,  how  long  can  ym 
liva  without  nourishment  ?  " 

"Indeed,  Ma'am,"  said    I,    langhing,    "T    have 

"Because  so  long,  nnd  no  longer,"  answered 
may  remain  at  Bristol." 

"  Why,  what  is  the  matter.  Ma'am  ?  " 

"  The  matter ! — why,  all  the  ladies  are  at  open  war  with 
you, — the  whole  pump-room  is  in  confasion ;  and  joa, 
innocent  as  you  pretend  to  look,  are  the  cause.  However, 
if  yon  take  my  advice,  you  will  he  very  careful  how  yon 
eat  and  drink  during  your  stay." 

I  begged  her  to  explain  herself  :  and  she  then  told  me. 
that  a  copy  of  verses  had  been  dropped  in  the  pmup-room, 
and  read  there  aloud:  "The  beauties  of  the  Wella,"  said 
she,  "  are  all  mentioned,  but  you  are  the  Venus  to  wbon 
the  priee  ia  given." 

"Is  it  then  possible,"  cried  Sir  Clement,  "that  yom  haw 
not  seen  these  verses  ?  " 

"  I  hardiv  know,"  answered  I,  "  whether  any  body  lias." 

"I  assure  you,"  said  Mia-  Selwyn,  "  if  yon  give  m«  tb* 
'unention  of  t.bem,  yon  (\o  me  an  Vm\owT  \  V-j 


ave  «M 


ETJEMHL  843 

"T  wrolo  down  in  my  tablets,''  saiiJ  Sir  Clemerit,  "the 
i  which  concern  Mias  Anville  this  nioi-iimg  at  the 
;  and  I  will   do  myself  the  honour  of  copying 
1  for  her  this  evening'." 
"But  why  the  part  thiit  concerns  itifn  Anifille?"  said 
s,  Selwyn  ;  "  Did  yon  ever  see  her  before  this  morning  ?  " 
'  O  jes,"  iinawered  he,  "  I  have  had  that  happineHs  fre- 
lently  at  Captain  Mirvan's,     Too,  too  frequently  !  "  added 
'a  a  low  voice,  as  Mi^b.  Selwyn  turned  to  the  milliner  : 
iia  she  was  oecnpied  in  examining  some  trim- 
ime  to  mo,  and,  almost  wiipther  I  would  or  not, 
tered  into  conversation  with  me. 

C  I  have  a  thousand  things,"  cried  lie,  "  t-o  say  to  von. 
^y  where  are  yon  ?  " 
fWith  Mrs.  Selwyn,  Sir." 

f*  Indeed ! — then,   for  once,  chance   is  my   friend.      And 
pTw  long  have  yon  been  here  ?  " 
"  Abont  three  week.s," 

"  Good  Heaven  !  what  an  aniions  search  have  I  had,  to 
discover  yonr  abode,  since  yon  so  suddenly  left  town  1  The 
tei'magflnt,  Madame  Duval,  refused  ine  al!  intelligence. 
Oh,  Mjbs  Anville,  did  yon  know  what  I  have  endured  I  the 
sleepless,  restlesa  stat^  of  anspense  I  have  been  tortured 
with,  you  oould  not,  all  cruel  as  you  are,  yon  eonid  not 
have  i-eceived  me  with  such  frigid  indifference  ?  " 
"  liacewed  yon.  Sir  !  " 

■'Why,  is  not  my  visit  to  i/ouf  Do  yon  think  I  should 
have  made  this  j'oarney,  but  for  the  happiress  of  again  see- 
"■"  ff  yon  ?" 

"  Indeed  it  is  possible  I  might, — since  so  many  others  do." 
"  Cruel,  cruel  girl !  you  feww  that  I  adore  you  1  you 
«j  ton  are  the  mistress  of  my  soul,  and  arbitress  of  n 

rs.  Selwyn  then  advnncing  to  us,  he  assumed  i 

[aged   air,    and   asked,    if   he  should    not  hat 

ire  of  Booing  her  in  the  evening  at  the  assembly  7 

f'  Oh,  yea,"  cried  she,  ■'  we  shall  certainly  be  the 

('  may  bring  the   verses  with  you,  if  Miss  Anville   ( 

Jt  for  them  so  long-." 

pi  hopg  then,"  refurnvd  he,  "  tWt  jow  "nAX  A»  ■ 
r  to  dunce  with  me  P  " 
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I  thiuiked  him,  but  eaid  1  nhould  not  bo  at  tho 

"Hot be  at  tbe  afisemblj  !  "  cried  Mrs.  Sclwyii, 
hiivB  you,  too,  letters  to  write  ?  " 

She  looked  at  me  with  a  significant  archness,  that  n 
me  colour  ;  and  I  hastily  answered,  "  No,  indeed,  Ma'aa 

"  Ton  have  not !  "  cried  she,  yet  more  drily  ;  " 
pray,  my  dear,  do  jou  stuy  at  home  to  help, — or  to  fc 
others  ?  " 

"  To  do  neither,  Ma'am,"  answered  I,  in  much  confuffliui 
"  so,  if  you  pleaae,  I  will  tiot  atay  at  home." 

"  Tou  allow  me,  then,"  said  Sir  Clement,  "  t.0  hoje 
for  the  honour  of  your  hand  ?  " 

I  only  bowed, — -for  the  dread  of  Mi's,  Selwyn's  raillerj 
raade  me  not  dare  refuse  him. 

Soon  after  this  we  walked  home  :  Sir  Clement  ( 
panied  us  ;  aad  tlie  i;onversaiion  that  pasKed  botween  *Mh. 
Selwyn  nnd  him  was  supportud  in  so  lively  n, 
I  shonld  have  been  ULUch  eiil-ertaiued,  had  my  mind  been 
more  at  bhgb  :  but,  alas  I  I  could  think  of  notfaitii^  but  the 
(apricioue,  the  uTimeiming  appen.rnnfe  which  the  riltwatdoB 
in  my  conduct  must  make  in  the  eyes  of  Loi-d  Ordlhl 
A-nil  much  ns  I  wished  to  avoid  him,  g'reivtly  nn  I  dosin  U 
save  myself  from  having  my  weakness  known  to  Iiit", — JO* 
I  cannot  endure  to  incur  hisillopinion, — and,  unacqaaiiilcd 
as  he  is  with  the  reasons  by  which  I  am  tu^tuated,  hox 
can  he  fail  contemning  a  change  to  him  so  imaccountaUc  f 

Aa  we  entered  the  gai-den,  ho  was  the  first  object  we  MV. 
He  advanced  to  meet  us ;  and  I  conld  not  help  ob8ervilt|& 
that  at  sight  of  each  other  both  he  and  Sir  Clement  oliang^ 
colour. 

We  went  into  the  parlour,  where  we  found    the  e 
party  we  had  left.     Mrs.  Selwyn  presented  Sir  Clement  10 
Mrs.  Beaumont ;  Lady  Louisa  and  Loi'd  Mertoi 
well  acqaainted  with  already, 

The  conversation  was  upon  t\iv  gcneiul  subjocts,  o£  &t 
weather,  the  compfiuy  at  the  Wells,  and  the  news  of  ilw 
day.  But  Sir  Clement,  drawing-  his  chair  next  to  ildliri 
took  every  oppoi'tunity  of  addrcsning  himself  to  me  in  par- 
ticular. 

/  eon/d  not  but  remark  the  sti-iVin^  iVScTe-oce  lA  fc.v« 
tentinn,    nvd    Ih.tt    ol'   TjovA    OvNT^iQ-.    'uVft  Va\.>iot  \aiB  ■ 


B,  SDoli  delicacy  of  conduct,  an 
Bspectfnl,  that,  when  lii:^  fiattere  most,  he  never  distresBes; 
I  Trhen  he  most  confers  honour,  appears  to  receive  it! 
■  former  obtrades  his  iittention,  and /brcM  mine;   it  is  so 
ted,  thnt  it  always  confuses  me,  and  so  public,  that  it 
s  general  notice.     Indeed  I  bave  sometimes  thought 
f  he  would  i-ather  wish,  than  dislike  to  have  his  partialitj  , 
e  known,  ne  he  takes  great  care  to  prevent  my  being^ij 
ten  to  by  ajiy  but  himself.  ■ 

uhen  at  length  be  went  aw:iy,  Lord  Orville  took  hiii 
E  and  said,  with  a  half  amile,  "  Shall  I  caU  Sir  Clement, 
!  will  yow  call  me  an  usurper  for  taking  tbie  place  f — 
^  maie  me  no  answer  ?— Must  I  then  suppose  that  Sir 
TTement — " 

*'  It  is  little   worth   your  Lordship's   while,"  said  I,  ' 
suppose  any  thing  upon  so  insignificant  an  occasion." 

"  Pardon  me,"  cried  he  ; — "  to  me  nothing  is  inaignifioant 
in  which  joa  are  concerned." 

To  this  I  made  no  uuGwer;  neither  did  he  Bay  any 
thin^  more,  t  ill  the  ladiea  i-etired  to  dress  :  and  then,  when 
1  would  have  followed  them,  he  stopped  mc,  saying,  "  One 
moment,  I  entreat  yon  !  "  _ 

I  lunied  liiick,  iind  he  wetit  on,  "  I  giv^th-  fear  that  I  hwrft'l 
bei'ii  so  unfortunate  as  to  (ifFend  yon  ;  yet  bo  repngnant  (9] 
my  very  aonl  ia  the  ideii,  thnt  1  know  not  how  to  suppose  i6| 
possible  I  cun  uuwittmgly  Lave  done  the  thing  iu  th  '* 

tliitt,  ik-signedly,  I  would  wish  to  avoid." 

"No,  indeed,  my  Ntird,  jou  have  not,"  haid  i. 
"You  aigli!"    cried  ho,  taking  niv  hand,   "would  to  J 
Heaven  I  were  t!io  sharej  of  your  uiuiasiiieBS,  whenceaoever,^ 
it  BpiingB  !  with  what  earnestness  would  I  not  struggle 
!illo\TatB  it! — Tell  me,  my  dear  Mibs  Anville, — my  nei 
.idopted  sister  my  sweet  and  most  amiable  friend  l^tall 
Tiie,  I  beseecb  yon,  if  I  can  afEord  you  aay  assiBtunce  ?  " 

"  None,  nona,niy  Loid  '  eried  I,  withdrawing  my  hand, 
iiiiil  muving  towat  Is  the  iJioi 

"  Is  it  thf^n  mipoasiblf  I  can  >■  1 1  von  ? — Perhaps  yo*  , 
wish  Id  see  Mr   Micni  tney  again  ■* 

"  No,  my  Lord        And  1  held  the  door  open. 
„.i"I  am  not,  I  ovm,    soiry    tor   that.     X^,  oV\   ~«^W 
B^F^A  Uiare  if  a  questiou, — there  ia  n,  wn\\w.\.ate, — Wctms* 


nob  how  to  mraition,  beoanse  I  drrad  the  result  ! — Bntli 
yoa   are  in  haate; — ^perhaps  in  thn  evening  T  may 
the  honour  of  a  longer  conversation. — Yet  one   thing, 
yon  have  the  goodnoea  to  allow  me  to  ask  r' — Did  yon, 
morning,  when  yon  went  to  the  Wells, — did  yon  know  whw 
yon  should  meet  there  ?  " 

"  Who,  my  Lord  ?  " 

"  I  bog  your  pardon  a  thousand  times  for  a  cnrioBt^ 
unlieensed  ; — but  I  will  say  no  more  at  present." 

lie  bowed,  expecting  me  to  go ;— and  tlien,  -with 
atepB,  bat  ft  heavy  heart,  I  came  to  my  own  room.  Hil 
question,  I  am  sure,  meant  Sir  Clement  Willoughby;  wS 
had  1  not  imposed  upon  myself  the  severe  task  of  avoiding, 
flying  Lord  Orville,  with  all  my  pnwer,  1  would  iDBtantl? 
have  satisfied  him  of  my  ignorance  of  Sir  Clem.ent'a  j(m^ 
ney.  And  yet  more  did  I  long  to  say  something  of  ibt 
assembly,  since  1  found  he  depended  upon  my  apendingti* 
evening  at  home, 

1  did  not  go  down  slairs  again  till  the  familv  wiw 
assembled  to  dinner.  My  dress,  I  saw,  struck  Lord  Orrills 
with  astonishment ;  and  I  was  myself  so  mnch  asbaintJ 
of  appearing  whimaicfil  und  unsteady,  that  I  could  not 
look  up. 

"  I  understood,"  said  Mra.  Beaumont,  "  that  Mi^B  Anvillc 
did  not  go  out  this  evening." 

"  Her  intention  in  the  morning,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn. 
"  was  to  stay  at  home ;  hut  thei*  is  a  fascinating  power 
in  an  assembly,  which,  upon  second  thoughts,  is  not  to  be 
resisted." 

"The  assembly!"    criod  Lord  Orrille;    "are  you 
going  to  the  assembly  ?  " 

I  made  no  answer ;  and  we  all  took  our  plncee  at 
table. 

If)  was  not  without  diffi^'ulty  f  hat  I  contrived  to  gire  up 
my  usual  seat ;  but  I  was  detenoined  to  adhere  to  the  pro* 
miae  in  my  yesterday's  letter,  though  I  saw  that  hoti 
Orvilla  seemed  quite  confounded  at  my  visible  endeavcnm 
to  avoid  him. 

After  dinner,  we  all  went  into  the  drjiwing-room  to- 
gsUier,  as  there  were  no  gent^enwaa  V)  i«^ait.%%  Lordshipt 
and  then,  before  I  could  pVaoe  m^ae^  wnt  <s^  \t\*  -«w),\». 


feelings  ^^^^H 

Iduity,  ^^1^^ 
He  soon  ' 


^■acl,  "  You  Bre  then  really  g;oin^  to  tbe  aHSembly  ? — -MnB 

^ksk  if  yoa  shall  diince  p  "  j| 

^H^'  I  Ijelieve  not, — my  Lord." 

^H"  If  I  did  not  fear,"  continued  he,  "that  yon  would  be 

^■ed  of  the  same  partner  at  two  foUowing  nssembUee,  I 

^Kmld  give  up   my   letter- writing  till  to-moiTOw   evening', 

^kd  BoUcit  the  hononr  of  jonr  band." 

^B*'  If  I  do  dance,"  said  1,  in  great  confiiBion,  "  I  believe  I 

^kt  engaged," 

^V**  Engaged  !  "   cried  he,  with  earneetness,  "  Miiy  I  aafc 

^v"  To — Sir  Clement  WiUoughhy,  my  Lord. 
HrHe  said  nothing,  Ijnt  looked  very  little  pleased,  and 
irnot  address  bimedf  to  me  any  more  all  the  afternoon. 
Sir  ! — thiis  sitnated,  how  comfortless  w 
yonr  Evelina  I 

Early  in  the  evening,  with  his  accustomed  assiduity, 
Clement  came  to  condnct  us  to  the  assembly.  He  soon 
contrived  to  seat  himself  next  mo,  and,  in  n  low  voice,  paid 
nie  so  many  compliments,  that  I  knew  not  which  way  to 
look, 

Loi-d  Orvi He  hardly  spoke  a  woid,  mid  his  countenance 
was  grave  and  thoughtful ;  yet,  whenever  I  raised  my  eyes, 
hia,  I  perceived,  were  directed  towards  me,  though  instantly, 
^uon  meeting  mine,  he  looked  another  way. 
^rln  a  short  time,  Sir  Clement,  taking  from  his  pocket  a 
^Plded  paper,  said,  almoKt  in  a  whisper,  "  Here,  loveliest  of 
l^men,  yon  will  see  a  faint,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  paint 
the  object  of  all  my  adoration  !  yet,  weak  as  are  the  lines 
for  the  purpose,  T  onvy  beyond  expreRsion  the  happy  mortal 
who  has  dared  make  the  effort." 

"  I  will  look  at  them,"  said  I,  "  some  other  time."  For, 
conscious  that  I  was  observed  by  Lord  OrviUe,  I  could  not 
bejir  he  should  see  me  take  a  written  paper,  bo  privately 
offered,  from  Sir  Clement.  But  Sir  Clement  is  an  imprac- 
ticable mfin,  and  I  never  succeeded  in  any  attempt  to  frus- 
trate whatever  he  had  planned. 

"No,"  said  he,  still  in  a  whisper,  "you  must  take  them 
now,  while  Lady  Louisa   is   away  ;  "    foi   ste  woA  \S:^^. 
^bh*7n  vere  gone  up  stairs  to  fi-nish  t^venx  iteftfe,  '''■  as-  ■^'^^ 
MM  by  BO  Tuenns  see  them  " 


'  UkdIi 


I  "  Indeed,"  said  I,  "  I  have  no  intention  to  show  them.' 

I  "But  the  only  way,"  answered  he,  "to  avoid  euspiuim^ 

I  is  to  take  them  in  her  absence.     J  would  have  read 

I  aloud  myEelf,  but  that  they  are  not  propei 

I  any  body  in  this   house,  yourself   ami   Mrs.  Sclwy 

I  liepted." 

I  Then  ag<tin  he  presented  me  the  paper,  wlii 

■  obliged  to  tnke,  as  I  found  declining  it  was  vain.  But  1 
I  was  sorry  that  this  action  should  bo  seen,  nnd  the  whispa- 
I  ing^  remarked,  though  the  [lurport  of  the  cnnvcrsfttion  will 

■  left  to  conjecture. 

I  As  I  held  it  in  my  hand,  Sir  Clement  teazed  mo  to  look 

I  at  it  immediately ;  nnd  told  me,  the  reason  he  could  not  pro- 

I  duce  the  lines  publicly  wits,  that  among  the  ladies  who  were 

I  mentioned,  and  supposed  to  be  rejected,  was  Lady  Louias 

I  Tjarpent.     I  am  much  confomed  at  thia  circumstance,  ta  I 

I  cumot  doubt  but  thai,  it  will  render  me  more  disa^i-aeable  to 

I  her  thnji  over,  if  she  should  hear  of  it. 

■  I  will  DOW  copy  the  verses,  wlii:;h  Sir  Clement  woaldasi 
I  let  roe  rest  till  I  had  read. 

See  lust  advance,  with  hnehful  grace, 
Downcast  eye,  and  blushing  cheek, 

I  Timid  air,  and  beauteous  face, 

L  Anville, — whom,  the  Graces  seek. 

I  TliDUg^h  Dv'ry  beauty  is  hor  own, 

I  And  though  her  mind  oMh  virtue  fills, 

I  Anville, — to  hor  power  unknown, 

I  Artless  strikes, — unconscious  kills. 

I  I  am  siu'e,  my  dear  Sii',  you  will  not  wonder  that  a  ptiD» 

I  gyric  snch  as  this  should,  in  reading,  give  me  the  greatoet 

I  confnsion  -,    and,  unfortunately,  before  1  had  finished  it,  tie 

I  ladies  returned. 

I  "  What  have  you  there,  my  dear  ?  "  said  Mi's.  Selwyn. 

I  "Tfothing,  Ma'imi."  said  1,  hiistily  folding,  and  putting  it 

I  in  my  pocket. 

I  "  And  has  nothing,"  wied  she,  "  the  power  of  rouge  f  " 

I  1  made  no  answer;    a  deep  sigh,  which  escaped  Larl 

',  fJmV.te  at  tist  moment,  TeacViel  my  ea.t»,MA.^'HST« 
I satioBB — which  I  dare  not  nientioi-^ 
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mrd  MerUwi  then  handed  Lady  LoaiBa  ami  Uis.  Benu- 
Bit  to  the  latter's  carriage,  llrs.  Selwyn  led  the  wiiy  to 
I  Clement'B,  who  handed  me  b  after  Imr. 
pariDg  the  ride  1  did  not  onto  speaJc ,  but  when  1  ciiine 
'  e  aaeemhly  room  bir  Clemtnt  took  eare  tliat  I  should 
i  preeerve  mj  silence  He  nskod  nie  immediately  to 
I  hegged  hmi  to  en,nae  mo,  and  fecck  some  other 
:,  Bnt  mi  the  tontiary  he  toll  me  lia  wifi  ^ery 
i  I  would  Hit  still    IS  he  had  n  million  of  lliinffs  to  sny 

e  then  began  tu  tell  me,  hoiv  much  he  had  sutf  oitid  f  I'om 

;  how  greatly  he  was  alarmed  wheu  he  hearil  I  had 

t  town  J  and  how  eruelly  difficnlt  he  had  found  it  to  trace 

;  which,  at  last,  he  could  only  do  hy  sacrificing  another 

E  to  Captain  Mirraa. 

J'  And  Howard  Grove,"  continued  he,  "  which,  at  my  first 

■t,  I  thoag'ht  the  most  delightfnl  spot  upon  earth,  now 

sared  to  mc  the  moat  dismal :    the  face  of  the  country 

led  altered :  the  walks,  which  I  had  thought  most  plea- 

now    moat  stupid :    Lady  Howai'd,    who    had 

ared  a  cheerful  and  cespectablo  old  lady,  now  appenred 

moa  Johu  Trot  style  of  other  aged  damee  :  Mrs. 

[ran,  whom  I  had  esteemed  oa  an  amiable  piece  of  still- 

V  became  so  insipid,  that  I  could  hardly  keep  awake 

r  company  ;  the  daughtei",  too,  whom  I  had  regarded 

K-a  good-humoured,    pretty  sort  of  a  girl,  now  seemed 

f  inaignificimt  for  notice  :    and  as  to  tlie   Captain,  I  hi 

rays  thought  him    a  booby, — bnt  now   he  appeared 


(^Indeed,  Sir  Clement,"  cried  I,  nngrily,  "I  will  notbea 
p  speak  thua  of  my  best  friends." 

♦*  I  beg  your  pardon,"  said  he,  "  but  the  contrast  of  i 
I  Wo  visits  was  too  striking  not  to  be  mentioned." 
Ho  then  asked  what  I  thought  of  the  verses  ? 
"Either,"  said   I,   "they   aj'e  written   ironieuily,   oi' 
Homo  mailman." 

Such  a  profusion  of  compliments  ensued,   that  I 
obliged  to  propose  dancing,  in  my  own  defenoe.     When  we 
Ktood  np,  "  I  intended,"  said  he,  "  to  have  dis.co'JWwi.  '>W 
mmttiior  bjr  hia  looks ;    hut  I  find  you  bo  Tio).d&  "Caa  igKosw* 


i 


every  moment.     Surely  you  m.u3t  yourself  iiase  Eomo  know- 
ledge who  he  ia  ?" 

I  told  Tiim  no.  Yet,  my  dear  Sir,  I  muat  own  to  JOB,  I 
hare  no  doubt  but  that  Mr,  Macartney  must  be  the  anthiir; 
no  one  else  wonld  speak  of  me  ao  pMrtially ;  and,  indeed,  liu 
poetical  turn  puts  it,  with  me,  beyond  dispute. 

He  asked  me  a  thousiind  questions  ooDcermug  Loiil 
Orville;  how  long  he  had  been  at  Bristol? — what  fjmel 
had  spent  at  Chfton  ?— whether  he  rode  ont  every  monung? 
—whether  I  ever  tmsted  myself  in  a  phaeton  ?  and  a  mnlti- 
tude  of  other  enqniriea,  all  tending  to  discover  if  I  wU 
honoured  with  muuh  of  his  Lordship's  attention,  and  ail 
made  with  his  usual  freedom  iind  impetuosity. 

Fortunately,  as  I  much  wished  to  retti*   early,  Lddj 
Louisa  makes  a  point  of  being  the  first  who  quit  the  n 
and  therefore  we  got  home  in  very  tolerable  time. 

Lord  Orville'a  reception  of  us  was  grave  and  cold  r  &r 
from  diatingoiahing  mc,  as  uauiil,  by  particcdar  civiUtie^ 
Lady  Louisa  herself  could  not  have  seen  ue  enter  the  room 
with  more  frigid  unconcern,  nor  have  more  scrupulonalj 
avoided  honouring  me  with  any  notice.  Bnt  chiefly  I  was 
struck  to  see,  that  he  suffered  Sir  Clement,  who  stajaii 
snpper,  to  sit  between  as,  without  any  effort  to  prevent  him, 
though  til!  then,  he  had  seemed  to  be  oven  tenacious 
seat  next  mine. 

This  little  circumstance  affected  me  more  than  I  cui 
express ;  yet  I  endeuvoored  to  r^uice  at  it,  since  neglect  and 
indifference  from  him  may  be  my  best  friends. — But,  alas ! 
— so  suddenly,  so  abmptly  to  forfeit  his  attention  !— to  lose 
hia  friendship  ! — Ob,  Sir,  these  thoughts  pierced  nay  soul! 
- — seai-ce  could  I  keep  my  seat ;  for  not  aU  my  efforts  could 
reBtrain.  the  tears  froai  trickling  down  my  cheeks ;  hotrever, 
as  Lord  Orville  saw  them  not,  for  Sir  Clement's  head  WM 
constantly  between  us,  I  tried  to  collect  myspiritS,Biidan(!- 
ceeded  bo  far  as  to  keep  my  place  with  decency,  till  Sir  Cle- 
ment took  leave ;  and  then,  not  dtiring  to  trust  my  ey 
meet  those  of  Lord  Orvdle,  I  retired. 

I  have  been  writing  ever  since ;   for,  certain  that  I  conU 

not  sleep,  I  wonld  not  go  to  bed.     Tell  me,  my  dearest  Sir, 

if  you  possibly  can,  tell  me&at  ^oa  a^^ro-ia  la-j  (jo&.'&^flf 

conducl.^teil  me  that  mj  aVtei:ei\«i'bi«"vn"  \o\iCrti.«'rJ&» 


— tliat  my  flying'  hifi  gooiety,  and  uvoidiog  liis  cv 
actions  which  you  would  have  dictated. — Tell 
I,  and  the  sacrifices  I  have  made  will  comfort 
Bst  of  ruy  regi'et, — for  never,  never  can  I  cease 
t  1  have  lost,  the  fi-iendahip  of  Lord  Orville  ! — ^Oh,  Sir,^ 
e  alighted, — have  rejected, — have  thi-own  it  away  1-  " 
matter,  it  was  an  honour  I  mei'Itud  nob  to  preserve  ;  and 
I  see, — that  my  mind  was  unequal  to  sustaining  it  without 

Vet  so  strong  is  the  desire  you  hii.ve  implanted  in  m.e  to 
act  with  uprightness  and  propriety,  that,  however  the  weak- 
ness oE  my  heart  may  distress  and  afflict  me,  it  will  never,  I 
humbly  trust,  render  me  wilfully  culpable.  The  wish  of 
doing  well  governs  every  other,  lu]  far  as  concerns  my  con. 
duct, — for  am  1  not  yovir  child  ? — the  creature  of  your  own 
forming  ! — Tet,  Oh  Sir,  friend,  parent,  of  my  heart ! — ^my 
feelings  nve  all  at  war  with  iny  duties  !  and,  while 
most  struggle  to  acquire  self -approbation,  my  pea<;e, 
happiness,  my  hopes, — are  lost  ! 

'Tis  you  alone  can  compose  a  mind  so  cruelly  agital 
you,  I  well  know,  can  feel  pity  for  the  weakness  to  whii 
you  ai-e  a  stranger;  and,  though  yoa  blame  the  aflltctit' 
Hoothe  and  comfort  the  afflicted. 

Wk  Berry  JIUl,  Oct.  3> 

^^^OITB  last  communication,  my  dearest  child,  is  indeed 
^H  a.9toniBhtng ;  that  im  ackuo^^'ledgcd  daughter  and 
^R«ss  of  Sir  John  Belmont  shoald  be  at  Bristol,  and  still 
my  Evelina  bear  the  name  of  Anville,  is  to  me  iaeiplicable 
yet  the  mystery  of  the  letter  to  Lady  Howard  prepared  toe 
to  expect  Bomethiiig  extraordinary  upon  Sir  Jolin  Belmont' 
retnru  to  England, 
^^WhooTer  tbia  yoang  lady  may  Vie,  it  U  ««frt»ai.  ^*i  "* 
Him  a  placi:  to  irdirJi  you  Lave  v.  right  \BA^&V"^^^^'*■ 
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afler-ma/rriage  I  never  beard  of  ;  yet,  fliipposmg  snch 
to  bavo  hap]ieiieil,  Miss  E\'cl}'u  wiie  certainly  the  lirsfc  vnb, 
nnd  thei'efore  Iter  ditngbter  mnst,  at  least,  be  entitled  ta  ibe 
lame  of  Belmont. 

Either  Lhei'e  are  oircuinsfanceB  in  this  siffdir  lit  present 
utterly  incomprehensiblB,  or  else  some  stmiige  and  mosl 
atrociouH  fraud  Iifib  beBii  pntotised  ;  which  of  these  two  a 
the  case  it  now  behovt's  us  to  oiiqiiire. 

My  relucfainoe  to  this  st«p  gives  way  to  my  coiivictiraid 
ita  propi-iety.  aincB  the  repTitntion  of  yonr  dear  and  muuh- 
iQJured  mother  mnst  now  either  lie  fully  cleai'ed  froiD 
'tiemiah,  or  receive  its  flnal  nJid  indelible  wtiund. 

The  public  appearance  of  a  danffhter  of  Sir  Jobn  Belmoo* 
will  revive  the  reiaemhi-ance  of  iUss  Evelyn's  stoiy  in  tH 
who  have  heard  it, — who  the  malker  was,  will  be  univerSftHj 
demanded, — ami  if  any  other  Lady  Belmont  shoold  1« 
named,  the  birth  of  m.y  Evelina  will  receive  a  Btigniftj 
against  which,  honoor,  tratb..  and  innocence  may  appeal  m 
vain!— a  stigma,  which  wili  eternally  blast  the  fair  feme  of 
Het  virtuous  mother,  and  caet  npon  her  blameless  self  the 
odium  of  a  title,  -which  not  all  her  purity  cnn  rescae  from 
established  shame  and  dishonour  ! 

No,  my  dear  child,  no  ;  I  will  not  quietly  suffer  the  asbes 
>f  your  mother  to  be  treated  with  ignominy !  her  spotless 
character  shall  he  justified  to  the  world^her  marri^«  shall 
be  acknowledged,  and  her  child  shall  bear  the  name  to 
which  she  is  lawfully  ertitlcd. 

It  is  true,  that  Mrs.  Mirvan  would  conduct  this  affair 
with  more  delicacy  thnn  Mrs.  Selwyn  ;  yet,  perhaps,  tof&n 
time,  ia  of  all  oonaiderations  the  most  important,  since  tiu 
longer  this  mystery  is  sufiered  to  continue,  the  more  diSoolt 
may  bo  rendered  its  explanation.  The  sooner,  therefOTe, 
you  can  sat  out  for  town,  the  less  formidable  will  be  fotH 

Let  not  your  timidity  5iy  de;ir  love,  depveaa  yonr  spiritsi 
I  shall,  indeed,  tremble  lor  yon  at  a  meeting  so  aingolar  uul 
BO  affecting,  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  vonr 
application  :  1  enclose  a  letter  from  your  uuhappy  moUwr, 
written,  and  reserved  -purpuBely  for  this  occasion :  Mn. 
Cliotoa  too,  who  attended  her  vn.  \ieT\oaSi  S'i5\Bafc,-n!»d4Mr 
ooBipoDy  yoa  ta  town. — ^But, '«Vt\ura.V  mi's  Q'iliisit 


of  yonr  birth,  th&i  which  you  carry  ii 
it  cottld  not  be  effected  by  artifice,  si 
doubt. 

And  uuw,  my  Evelina,  committed  at  It-ugth  to  the  a 
your  real  parent,  receive  the  fervent  jii-ayers,  wishes,  am 
bleasinga,  of  him  who  so  fondly  adopted  yon  ! 

May'st  thon,  0  child  of  my  boaom  !  may'st  thou,  in.  this 
chiiuge  of  eituation,  experience  no  chiinge  of  disposition  ! 
but  receive  with  humility,  and  support  with  meekness  the 
elevation  to  which  thou  aili  lising !  May  thy  manner^, 
language,  and  deportment,  all  evinre  that  modest  equani- 
mity, and  cheerfid  gratitude,  which  not  merely  deserve,  but 
dignify  prosperity  !  May'st  thon,  to  tbo  last  moments  of  an 
nnblemiBlied  life,  retain  thy  genuine  simplicity,  thy  single- 
ness of  heart,  thy  guileless  sincerity  !  And  may'st  thou, 
stranger  to  ostentation,  and  superior  to  insolence,  with  true 
greiitnesa  of  soul  shinu  forth  conspicnous  only  in  bene£- 
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^Hl'  the  firm  hope  that  the  moment  of  anguish  whicli 
^T  proaches  will  prove  thr,  period  of  my  sufferings,  ( 
inore  I  address  myself  to  Sir  John  Belmont,  in  behalf  of 
the  child,  who,  if  it  survives  its  mother,  will  hereafter  be 
the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

Tet,  in  what  terms, — Oh,  most  cruel  of  men  ! — can  the 
lost  Caroline  address  you,  and  not  address  you  in  vain  p 
Oh,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  compassion— deaf  to  the  sting  of 
truth — deaf  to  every  tie  of  honour — say,  in  what  terms  may 
the  lost  Cai-oline  address  jon,  and  not  address  you  iu  vain  ! 

Shall  I  call  yon  by  the  loved,  the  respected  title  of  hus- 
band ? — No,  you  disclaim  it  ! — the  father  of  my  infant  " 
No,  yon  doom  it  to  infamy  !— the  lover  ■wborew.oB&vD.fe' 
a  lorced  marriage  F~~No,  you  have  yowTBey.Xwitra.'^cfi-' 


the  friend  frtHO  whom  I  hoped  snccour  and  protection  f— 
No,  jon  have  consigned  me  to  misery  and  deatrnctioa  1 

Oh,  hardened  against  every  plea  of  jnatice,  remorse,  ot 
pity  !  how,  and  in  what  manner,  may  I  hope  to  move  thee? 
Is  there  one  method  I  hare  left  untried  ?  remains  then 
one  resource  unessayed  ?  ITo !  I  have  eihausted  all  tbl 
bitterness  of  repronch,  and  drained  every  sluice  of  com- 
passion ! 

Hopeless,  and  almost  desperate,  twenty  times  have  I  fltuig 
awTty  my  pen ; — hnt  the  feelings  of  a  mother,  a  motliK 
agonizing  for  the  fate  of  her  child,  again  animating  mj 
oouTiige,  as  often  I  have  reanmed  it. 

Perhaps  when  I  am  no  more,  when  the  measure  of  m* 
woes  is  completed,  and  the  still,  silent,  unreproaching  doal 
has  received  my  sad  remains,^ then,  perhaps,  when  accnsfr- 
tion  is  no  longer  to  be  feared,  nor  detection  to  bo  di-eaded. 
the  voice  of  equity  and  the  cry  of  nature  may  be  heard. 

LiEten,  Oh  Belmont,  to  their  dictates !  reprobate  not 
your  child,  though  you  hnv-e  reprobatcil  its  mother.  Tlx 
evils  that  ore  past,  perhaps,  when  too  late,  yoa  may  msh  to 
recal ;  the  young  creature  you  have  persecuted,  periiapK 
when  too  late,  you  may  regret  that  you  have  deBtroyod;— 
you  may  think  with  horror  of  the  deceptions  you  hwi 
practised,  and  the  pangs  of  remorse  may  follow  me  t*  th( 
tomb  : — Oh,  Belmont,  all  my  resentment  softens  into  pi^ 
at  the  thought !  what  will  hccome  of  thee,  good  Heaven, 
when,  with  the  eye  of  penitence,  thou  reviewest  thy  pwt 
conduct ! 

Hear,  then,  ttie  solemn,  the  last  address,  with  which  tbe 
unhappy  Caroline  will  importune  thee. 

If  when  the  time  of  thy  contrition  arrivea, — for  arriva 
it  must ! — when  the  sense  of  thy  treachery  shall  rob  ihee  o( 
almost  every  other,  if  then  thy  tortured  heart  shall  sigh  to 
expiate  thy  guHt, — mark  the  conditions  upon  which  I  TeSTe 
thee  my  forgiveness. 

Thon.  knowest  I  am  thy  wife  ! — clear,  then,  to  the  woriJ 
the  reputation  thon  hast  sullied,  and  receive,  as  thy  biiitoi 
saccessor,  the  child  who  will  present  theo  this,  my  <^ptf 


The  worthiest,  the  most  VieneioViA,  ftia 
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been  able  to  preserve,  hae  plighted  me  his  faith,  ihat,  xipon 
no  other  couditiona,  he  will  part  with  his  helpless  charge. 

Shonld'at  thou,  in  tlie  features  of  this  deserted  innocent 
twice  the  resenjblance  of  the  wretched  Caroline, — should  its 
face  bear  the  marks  of  ita  birth,  and  revire  in  thy  tnemo^ 
the  image  of  ita  mother,  wilt  thoo  not,  Belmont,  wilt  thou, 
not  therefore  renounce  it  ? — Oh,  babe  of  my  fondest  aiEec- 
titHi !  for  whom  already  I  experience  all  the  tendemesB  of 
mqternal  pity  !  look  not  like  thy  unfortunate  mother, — 
lest  the  parent,  whom  the  band  of  death  may  spare,  shall 
be  snatched  from  thoe  iiy  tlio  more  crael  means  of  unnatural 
antipathy ! 

I  can  write  no  more.  The  small  share  of  serenity  T  have 
painfnlly  acquired,  will  not  beiir  the  sliock  of  the  dreadfal 
ideas  that  crowd  upon  me. 

Adieu,— for  ever  !— 

Tot,  Oh ! — shall  I  not,  in  this  last  farewell,  which  thon 
wilt  not  read  till  every  atormy  passion  is  extinct,  and  the 
kind  grave  has  embosomed  all  my  sorrows, — shall  I  not 
offer  to  the  man,  once  so  dear  to  me,  a  ray  of  consolation  to 
those  afflictions  he  has  in  reserve  ?  Saffer  me,  then,  to  tell 
thee,  that  my  pity  far  eiceeda  my  indignation, — that  I  will 
pray  for  thee  in  my  last  momenta,  and  that  the  recollection  of 
the  love  I  once  bore  thee,  shall  swallow  up  every  other ! 

Once  more,  adieu  ! 

Cabolini!  Bet.uc 


LETTER    LXXV. 

EVELINA   TO  THE    RET.   MR.    TILLARB. 

Oliftm,  Oct.  3rd. 
hHIS  morning  I  saw  from  my  window,  that  Lord  On 
was  walking  in  the  garden  ;  hut  I  would  not  go  dijflrti 
ira  till  breakfast  was  ready :  and  then,  he  paid  me  hit 
Bipliments  almost  as  coldly  as  LaUy  Louisa  paid  hers. 
El  took  my  usiial  placu,  and  Mrs.  Bean.nioat,\i&A^  \ictfits«>., 
Sid  iSrs.  Selwjn,  en  tared  into  their  usua.\  coiv^  evKJvtvst. — ^<** 
p.joax  Er^iiast  -.  diHrsgarded,  silent,  ttnA  Taa^visy^wJig  i*>» 


iTSLDU. 

ovjihei",  whom,  to  nobody  belonging,  by  doWt 
WBS  noticed.  I 

XII  brooking  sack  a  aitnation,  and  unu^ble  to  support  ike  I 
neglect  of  Lord  Orville,  tbe  moment  breakfast  was  ovM  i 
left  the  room,  and  was  going  up  stairs  ;   wben,  very  i 
pleasantly,  I  was  stopped  by  Sir  Clement  WLUonghby,  who, 
flying  into  the  hall,  prevented  my  proceeding. 

He  enquired  very  particularly  after  my  health.,  and  ea- 
•eated  me  to  return  into  the  parlour.  Unwillingly  I  con- 
inted,  but  thought  any  thing  preferable  to  oontjnniog 
alone  with  bim  ;  Hud  he  would  neither  leave  me,  no 
Tet,  in  returning,  I  felt  not  a  little  a 
at  appearing  thus  to  take  the  riait  of  Sir  Clement  to  myself. 
And,  indeed,  he  endeavoured,  by  his  manner  of  addressing 
ne,  to  give  it  that  ii,' 

He  stayed,  I  beheve,  an  hovir ;  nor  would  he,  perhaps, 
even  then  have  gone,  had  not  Mrs.  Beaumont  broken  up 
the  party,  by  proposing  an  airing  in  her  coacfa-  I»ij 
Lonlsa  oonaented  to  accompany  her ;  but  !Mrs,  Selwyn- 
when  applied  to,  said,  "  If  my  Lord,  or  Sir  Clement,  wiU 
join  us,  I  shall  be  happy  to  make  one  ; — Ijnt  really  a  trio  ol 
females  will  be  nervous  to  the  last  degrctr." 

Sir  Clement  readily  agreed  to  attend  them  j  indeed,  ie 
makes  it  his  evident  study  to  court  the  favour  of  Hre. 
Beaum.ont.  Lord  Orville  exuused  himself  from  going  out; 
and  I  retired  to  my  own  room.  What  he  did  with  himself 
I  know  not,  for  I  would  not  go  down  stjiira  till  diunuT  wis 
ready ;  his  coldness,  though  my  own  change  of  behaviour 
had  occasioned  it,  so  cruelly  depresses  m.y  spirits,  that  I 
know  not  how  to  support  myself  in  bis  ^iresence. 

At  dinner,  Ifound  Sir  Clement  again  of  the  party.  Indsed, 
he  manages  every  thing  his  own  way  ;  for  Mrs.  Beaiuiunt, 
though  byno  means  easyto  please,  seems  Cjuite  at  his  disposal 
The  dmner,  the  afternoon,  and  the  evening,  were  to  toe 
the  most  irksome  imaginable  :  I  was  tormented  by  (bu 
assiduity  of  Sir  Clement,  who  not  only  too}:,  but  Tnade  op- 
portunities of  speaking  to  me,^aud  I  wa«  hurt, — Oh,  iov 
inexpressibly  hurt ! — that  Lord  Orville  not  only  forbore,W 
hilharto,  seekingi  be  even  v^lecteil  atl  occaaiofts  of  talltiiig 
vritb  me  I 
I  begin  to  think,  my  de«.r  Sir,^W,t  ftia  so&dRso.^ 


^Biny  behftTicrar  was  iJl-jndged  and  improper ;  for,  as  I  had 
^^neived  no  offence,  ns  the  caase  of  the  clianga  was  upon 
^M>  account,  not  Mg,  I  shonld  not  have  asanmed,  ao  abrnpti j, 
^BvBerre  for  which  I  dared  assign  no  rBasoii,-^nor  hare 
^Burned  hifl  presence  so  obyiously,  withont  conaidering  the 
^ra^nge  appeiirance  of  snch  a  conduct. 

Alas,  my  dearest  Sir,  that  my  reflections  ahonld  always 
be  too  late  to  serve  me  !  dearly,  indeed,  do  I  pnrchaae  ex- 
perience !  and  mncb,  I  fear,  I  fiball  enffer  yet  more  se- 
verely,  from  the  heedlesB  indiscretion  of  my  temper,  ere  I  at- 
tain that  prndenpe  and  considern-tion,  which,  by  foreseeing 
distant  consequences,  may  rule  n.nd  direct  in  present 
^zigencioB. 

k  Oct.  4ik. 

P  Yeaterday  morning  every  body  rode  out,  eioept  Mrs. 

^felwyn  and  myself  ;  and  we  two  aat  for  some  time  together 
in  her  room  ;  but,  as  soon  as  I  could,  I  quitted  her,  to 
saunter  in  the  garden  ;  for  she  diverts  herself  so  unmerci- 
fnlly  with  rallying  me,  either  npan  my  gravity,  or  concern- 
ing Lord  OrviUe, — that  I  dreail  having  any  conversation 
with  hpr. 

Here  I  believe  I  spent  an  hour  by  myKelf ;  when,  hearing 
the  gardeti-^tito  open,  I  went  into  an  arbour  at  the  end  of 
a  long  walk,  where,  mminaling,  very  unpleasantly,  upon 
my  future  prospects,  I  rem.ained  quietly  seated  but  a  few 
minuteB,  before  I  was  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  Sir 
Clement  Willonghhj. 

I  started;  and  would  have  left  the  arbour,  but  he  pre- 
vented me.  Indeed,  I  am  almost  certain  he  had  heard  in 
the  house  where  I  was,  aa  it  is  not,  otherwise,  probable  he 

^ottld  have  strolled  down  the  garden  alone. 

■(••**  Stop,  atop,"  cried  he,  "  loveliest  and  most  beloved  of 

^Hrnen,  stop  and  hear  me  !  " 

IrThen,  making  me  keep  my  place,  he  sat  down  by  me, 
anci  would  have  taken  my  hand  ;  but  I  drew  it  back,  and 
said  I  could  not  stay. 

"  Can  yon,  then,"  cried  he,  "  refuse  mo  the  smiUieHt 
emtification,    thong-b,   but    yesterday,  \   »\-Hvft^    ^oHsi^^^^l 

^^fyrdam  for  the  plensnre  oif  soQuig  ytraL^  "  ^^^H 

mg>Mdrifrdom  !  Sir  GlemenU"  ^^H 


"  Tee,  beanteona  iDseaaiblu  I  marlyrdom  .■  for  did  I  not 
compel  myself  to  bo  immured  in  a  carriage,  the  tedioM 
lengtii  of  u,  whole  morning,  with  the  three  m.08t  fatiguing 
woiaen  in  England  ?  '' 

"  Upon  mj  word,  the  ladies  are  esti'emely  obliged  to  yon." 

"  Oh,"  retnmed  he,  "  they  hare,  every  one  of  them,  bo 
copious  a  share  of  their  own  peraonal  eateem,  that  thej 
have  no  right  to  repine  at  the  failure  of  it  in  the  world; 
and,  indeed,  they  will  themselTea  he  the  last  to  diaooiver  it." 

"  How  little,"  cried  I,  "are  those  Indies  aware  of  such 
severity  from  yuii !  " 

"They  are  guarded,"  answered  he,  "so  happily  and  SO 
securely  by  their  own  conceit,  that  they  are  not  aware  of  it 
from  any  body.  Oh,  Mibh  Anvillo,  to  be  torn  away  from 
2/ou,  in  order  to  be  ahnt  up  with  tke"/,, — is  there  a  hnmao 
being,  except  your  cmel  self,  could  forbear  to  pity  me  ?  " 

"  1  believe,  Sir  Clement,  however  hardly  you  may  choose 
to  judge  of  them,  your  situation,  by  the  world  in  general, 
would  rather  have  been  envied  than  pitied." 

"The  world  in  general,"  answered  he,  "has  the  Bame 
opinion  of  them  that  I  have  myself :  Mre.  Beaumont  ia 
every  where  laughed  at,  Lady  Louisa  ridiculed,  and  Mm. 
Selwyn  hated." 

"  Good  God,  Sir  Clement,  what  oruel  strength  of  wOrds 
do  you  use !  " 

"  It  ia  yon,  my  angel,  are  to  blame,  since  yoar  perfections 
have  rendered  their  faults  bo  glaring.  I  protest  to  yoo, 
during  our  whole  ride,  I  thought  tho  cari'iage  drawn  by 
snails.  The  absurd  pride  of  Mrs.  Beaumont,  and  the  re- 
spect she  exacts,  bj%  iit  once  insufferable  and  stuptfyingi 
had  I  never  before  been  in  her  company,  I  should  have  con- 
cluded that  this  had  been  her  first  airing  from  the  hemld'a 
ofBoe, — and  wished  her  nothing  worse,  than  that  it  tai^t 
also  be  the  last.  I  assnre  you,  that  but  for  gaining  the 
freedom  of  her  house,  I  wonld  fly  her  as  I  would  plague, 
pestilence,  and  famine.  Mrs.  Selwyn,  indeed,  aSorded 
Bome  relief  from  this  formality,  but  the  unbounded  lieenaa 
of  her  tongue—" 

"O,  Sir  Clement,  dr  you  otject  to  that  ?  " 
"Yes,   my  sweet    reproac\\eT,  in  a-  iu'jtiiiiti  \  in\  Sav 
Kw»w»  I  think  it  intolerable.     Ske'W*  w\\^^.\^'k^o™^*^^^ 


and  more  nndorataniimg  fJian  half  hei-  sex  put  together ; 
but  she  keeps  alive  a  perpetual  expectation  of  satire,  that 
spreads  a,  general  nneaBiness  among  all  who  are  in  her 
piesenoe  ;  and  she  talis  so  much,  that  even  the  best  things 
she  says  weary  the  attention.  As  to  the  little  Loaiaa,  'tis 
saeh  a  pretty  place  of  languor,  that  'tie  almost  cruel  to 
spoak  rationally  ahont  hei^ — else  I  should  say,  she  is 
mere  compound  of  affectation,  impertinence,  and  airs." 

"  I  am  qnite  amazed,"  said  I,  "  that,  with  such  opinions, 
yon  can  iielAve  to  them  all  with  so  much  iittention 
civility." 

"  Civility !    my    angel, — why    I   conld   worship, 
adore  them,  only  to  protmre  myself  a  moment  of  your  cc 
veraation !    Have  you  not  seen  me  pay  my  court  to  1 
gross  Captain  Mirvan,  and  the  virago  Madiune  Duval 
Were  it  possible  that  a  creature  so  horrid  could  be  formed, 
as  to  partake  of  the  worst  qualities  of  all  these  charactei 
— a   creature   who   should   have  the    haughtiness' o" 
Beaumont,  the  brutality  of  Captain  Mirvan,  the  self- 
of  Mrs.   Selwyn,  the  affectation  of  Lady  Louisa,  and 
vulgarity  of  Madame  Duval,— even  to  sach  a  monster 
that  I  would  pay  homage,  and  pour  forth  adulation,  only 
to   obtain   one    word,    one    look    from    my   adored    Miss 
Anville ! " 

"  Sir  Clement,"  said  1,  "you  are  greatly  mistaken  if  you 
suppose  this  duplicity  of  character  recommends  you  to  my 
good  opinion.  But  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  begging 
yon  never  more  to  talk  to  me  in  this  sti'ain," 

"  Oh,  Mias  Anville,  your  reproofs,  your  coldness,  fue 
me  to  the  soul !  look  upon  me  with  less  rigour,  and  ake 
me  what  you  please ; — you  shall  govern  and  direct  ai,  my 
actions, — yon  shall  new-fonn,  new-model  me  : — I  wlU  not 
have  even  a  wish  but  of  your  suggestion ;  only  deign  t^ 
look  upon  me  with  pity — if  not  with  favour  !" 

"  Suffer  me,  Sir,"  said  I,  very  gravely,  "  to  make  use  of 
this  occasion  to  put  a  final  conctuaion  to  such  eipressions. 
I  entreat  you  never  again  to  address  me  in  a  language  so 
flighty  and  so  unwelcome.  Tou  have  already  given  me 
great  uneasiness ;  and  I  mast  frankly  assure  yoiL,  thafcvl  -^ckl 
do  not  deeirB  to  banish  me  from  wWie^ei  ^oo.  *sfe, '  ~™ 
■■ulapt  a  very  different  style  and  conduct  xti.  taWi^^' 
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I  tlien  rose,  and  was  going,  but  he  flung  himself  at  nq 
feet  to  prevent  mo,  exclniming-.  in  n  must  passionate  man- 
ner, "  Good  God  !  Miss  Anville,  what  do  yoa  say  P — is  it,  ctni 
it  be  possible,  that,  so  nnmoved,  that,  with  such  pefci'ifyutg 
indifference,  you  can  t«arfromnie  even  the  remotest  hope  I 

"I  know  not,  Sii',"  said  I,  endertyouring  to  disengage 
nyself  frora  him,  "  what  hope  yoB  mean,  but  I  am  mm 
that  I  never  intended  to  p^ive  yon  any." 

"Tou  distract  me,"  cried  he,  "I  cannot  endure  ancli 
snom  ; — I  IjeHeech  you  to  have  some  moderation  in  yonr 
cruelty,  lest  you  maJte  me  desperate  :^aay,  then,  that  yoQ 
pity  me, — 0  fairest  inexorable  !  loveliest  tyrant ! — -say,  tell 
me,  at  least,  that  vou  pity  mo  I  " 

Just  then,  who  should  come  in  si=rht,  as  if  iDtending  to 
pass  by  the  arbour,  but  Lord  Orville  !  Good  Heaven,  fiow 
did  I  start !  and  he,  the  moment  he  saw  me,  turned  pale, 
and  WBS  hastily  retiring  ; — but  I  called  out  "  Lord  Orville! 
— Sir  Olement,  release  me, — let  go  my  hand  !  " 

Sir  Clement,  in  some  confusion,  suddenly  rose,  bnt  still 
grasped  my  hand.  Lord  Orville,  who  had  turned  back, 
was  again  walking  away  ;  but,  still  stiuggling  to  disengage 
myself,  1  ciilled  out  "  Pray,  pray,  my  Lord,  don't  go  ! — Sir 
Olemenfc,  I  insiat  Upon  you!-  releasing  me !  " 

Lord  OrviOe  then,  hastily  approaching  ua,  said,  with 
great  spirit,  "  Sir  Clement,  you  cn.nnot  wish  to  detain  Miss 
Anville  hy  force  !  " 

"  Neither,  my  Lord,"  cried  Sir  Clement,  proudly,  "do  I 
request  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  interference." 

However,  he  let  go  my  hand,  tmd  1  immediately  ran  into 
the  house. 

I  was  now  frightened  to  death,  lest  Sir  Clement's  morti- 
fied pride  should  provoke  him  to  affront  Lord  Orville :  I 
therefore  ran  hastily  to  Mrs.  Selwj-n,  and  entreated  ter,  in 
a  manner  hardly  to  be  understood,  to  walk  towards  the  ar- 
bour. She  asked  no  questions,  for  she  is  quick  as  light- 
ning in  taking  a  hint,  but  instantly  hastened  info  the  garden. 

Imagine,  my  dear  Sir,  how  wretched  I  mast  be  till  1  saw 

her  return !    scarce  could  I  I'estrain  mjfielf  from  nuinlng 

/met:    however,    I  checked  "my  iin^tifenco,  and  wail 

though  in  agonies,  till  sbe  came.  ~ 

And  BOW,  my  dear  Bir,  1  \iftv6  n-  wjii^evsa^v 


iVin.'nrA. 

the  moat  intereeting  to  me  that  1  ever  heard.  The  com- 
ments and  questioiiR  with  which  Mrs.  Selwjn  interrnpt^d 
lier  account  I  ehall  not  mention ;  for  they  are  snch  as  yon 
■may  very  easily  auppoRe. 

Lord  Orville  and  Sir  Cloment  were  both  seated  very 
qnietly  in  the  arbonr  ;  and  Mrs.  Selwyn,  standing  atill,  ae 
8oon  as  she  was  within  a  few  yards  of  them,  heard  Sir 
Clement  say,  "Torn-  question,  mj*  Iiord.  alarms  me,  and  I 
can  by  no  means  answer  it,  unless  you  will  allow  me  to 
propose  anothei"." 

"  Undoubtedly,  Sir."  I 

"  Tou  aak  me.  my  Lord,  what  are  my  intentions  P — ^  | 
should  be  very  happy  to  be  aatisfied  as  to  your  Lordship's." 

"  I  have  never,  Sir,  professed  anij." 

Here  they  were  both,  for  a  few  moments,  silent ;  and 
then  Sir  Clement  said,  "  To  what,  my  Lord,  must  I  then 
innpnte  your  desire  of  knowing  mine  ?  " 

"  To  an  unaffected  interest  in  Miss  Anville's  welfare." 

"  Such  an  interest,"  said  Sir  Clement,  drily,  "  is  indeed 
very  genereus  ;  hat,  except  in  a  father, — a  brother, — Or   a 

■'  Sir  Clement,"  intermpted  his  Lordship,  "  I  know  your 
inference ;  and  I  acknowledge  I  have  not  the  right  of  en- 
quiry which  any  of  those  three  titles  beatow ;  and  yet  I 
confess  the  warmest  wishes  to  serve  her  and  to  eee  her 
happy.  Will  you,  then,  escuse  me,  if  I  take  the  liberty  to 
repeat  my  question  ?  '' 

"  Yes,  if  your  Lordship  will  excuse  my  repeating,  that  I 
think  it  a  rather  extraordinaiy  one." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Lord  Orville  ;  "  but  this  young 
lady  seems  to  be  pecnliflrly  situated ;  she  ia  very  young, 
very  inexperienced,  yet  appears  to  be  left  totally  to  her  own 
direction.  She  does  not,  I  believe,  see  the  dangers  to  which 
'ihe  is  exposed,  and  I  will  own  to  you,  I  feel  a  strong  desire 
1.0  point  them  out." 

"  I  don't  rightly  midcrstiind  your  Loi^ship,- — tint  I  think 
yott  cannot  menu  to  prejudice  her  against  me  ?  " 

'*  Her  sentiments  of  j/om.  Sir,  are  as  mo.oL  unknown  1 
XDS,  OB  your  intentions  towards  her.     Pethw^a,  ■^ww  " 

Eintef}  with  either,  my  officidusneaa  im^t^  »X.w 


^flra^  "enuwm  ^IH  I 

Here  he  stopped  ;  and  Sir  Olement  aaid,  "  Ton  knov,  b^ 
Lord,  I  am  net  given  to  despair ;  I  am  by  no  means  sndU 
puppy  as  to  te!!  yon  I  am  npon  m*re  gromd;  however,  pM- 
severance — " 

"  Ton  are,  then,  determined  to  paraavere  P  " 
"I  aju,  my  Ijoid,"  , 

"  Pardon  me,  then,  Sir  Clement,  if  I  speak  to  yon  wilk 
freedom.  This  young  hidy,  though  ehe  aeema  alone,  anS, 
in  some  moasnre,  nnprotected,  is  not  entirely  withoni 
friends  ;  she  has  been  extremely  well  educated,  and  acoiB- 
tomed  to  good  company  ;  she  has  a  natural  love  of  virtotk 
and  a  mind  that  might  adorn  any  station,  however  exalted: 
is  Buch  a  young  lady,  Sir  Clement,  a  proper  object  to  triSft 
with  ?  —  for  your  principles,  eicuee  me,  Sir,  are  wdl 
known." 

"  As  to  that,  my  Lord,  let  Miss  Anville  bok  to  herBBlf; 
she  has  an  excellent  under  standing,  and   needs  no  conn- 

"  Her  understanding  is  indeed  excellent ;  bnt  she  is  tM 
young  for  euspicion,  and  has  an  ortlesBness  of  dispoBitiQBl 
never  saw  equalled." 

"  My  Lord,"  cried  Sir  Clement,  wai'raly,  "  your  pnusM 
make  me  doatt  your  diaiaterestednesB,  and  there  exists  not 
the  man,  whom  1  would  so  unwillingly  have  for  a  rival  M 
yourself.  Bnt  you  must  give  nie  leave  to  say,  you  luiV4 
greatly  deceived  me  in  regard  to  this  affair." 

"  How  so,  Sir  P  "  cried  Lord  Orville,  with  equal  warmthr 

"  Ton  were  pleased,  my  Lord,"  answered  Sir  Glemoit, 
"  upon  our  first  conversation  concerning  this  young  lady,  tft 
speak  of  her  in  terms  by  no  means  suited  to  yoor  present 
encominma ;  you  said  she  was  a  ;poaf,  weale,  igyioranl  gmi, 
and  I  had  great  reason  to  believe  you  had  a  most  ooa> 
tem.ptn,0UB  opinion  of  her." 

"  It  is  very  tme,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "  that  I  did  not,  at 
our  first  acquaintance,  do  justice  to  the  mei-its  of  Miw 
Anville ;  but  I  knew  not  then  how  now  she  was  to  tlie 
world  ;  at  present,  however,  I  am  convinced,  that  whaterer 
might  appear  strange  in  her  behaviour,  was  siimply  tin 
effect  of  inexperience,  timidity,  and  a  retired  edacation} 
for  I  find  her  informed,  B«Tia\\3\E,  Mi4  iiAiSOtt'gini.'i,,  ai«(  n 
aot,  indeed,  like  moat  modem  gouBs\aSit»..  ^"^"tauOTCk 


■Tn<iS^  3HB: 

m  half  ui  hour:  her  modest  worth,  and  fearful  excellence, 
*«qaire  both  time  and  eiicoiiragem.eat  to  show  themaelves, 
3he  doBR  not,  be.autifiil  as  ahe  is,  seize  the  bdqI  by  surprise, 
lat,  with  more  dangerous  fHscinatian,  she  steais  it  olmoat 
"mperceptibly . " 

"  Enough,  my  Lord,"  cried  Sir  Olement,  "  your  aolitutudft,  , 
"or  her  welfiire  ia  now  BufGciently  eiplained." 

"  My  friendship  and  esteem,"  returned  Lord  Orville,  "XM 
lo  not  wish  to  disguise  ;  but  assure  yourself.  Sir  Clement,  J 
I  should  not  have  troubJed  you  upon  this  subject,  bad  Mis^l 
inville  and  I  ever  conversed  but  as  frieads.  However,  T 
(ince  you  do  not  choose  to  avow  your  intentions,  we  mnBM 
Irop  the  subject." 

"My   intentions,"  t^ried   he,   "I  will   frankly   own,   are 
lardly  known  to  myself.     I  think  Miss  Anville  the  loveJiest 
if  her  sex :  and,  were  I  a  marrying  vtan,  she,  of  all  the 
ffomen  I  have  seen,  I  would  fix  upon  for  a  wife  :  hut  1 
jelieve  that  not  even  the  philosophy  of  youi"  Lordship  would  J 
recommend  me  to  a  connection  of  that  sort,  with  a  girl  of'B 
obscure  birth,  whose  only  dowry  is  her  beauty,  and  who  is  " 
svidently  in  a  state  of  dependency." 

"  Sir  Clement,"  cried  Lord  Orville,  with  some  heat,  "  s 
ffill  discuss  this  point  no  further;  we  are  both  free  agents, 
md  must  act  for  ourselves." 

Hero  Mrs.  Selwyn,  fearing  a  surprise,  and  finding  my' 
ippreheusions  of  danger  were  groundless,  I'etired  hastily 
Into  another  walk,  and  soon  after  came  to  give  me  thiB 
Kcoont, 

Good  Heaven,  what  a  man  is  this  Sir  Clement  I  ho  de- 
signing, though  so  easy  ;  so  deliberately  artful,  though  so 
lighty  I  Greatly,  however,  is  he  mistakes,  all  confident  as 
he  seems ;  for  the  girl,  obscure,  poor,  dependent  as  she  is, 
Ear  from  wishing  the  honour  of  hia  alliance,  would  not  only 
iicM,  but  always  have  rejected  it. 

As  to  Lord  Oi-ville, — but  I  will  not  trust  my  pen  to  men- 
tion him,— tell  m.e,  my  dear  Sir,  what  yoa  think  of  hiia  ? — 
tell  me  if  he  ia  not  the  noblest  of  men  ? — and  if  you  can 
Bither  wonder  at,  or  blame  my  admiration  ? 

The  idea  of  being  seen  immediately  by  either  ^act^jftfiftit 
ao  singular  a  conrersation,  was  b#li  awkyfaii  aii&- &«ict«Wi- 
og-  to  me;  but  I  was  obliged  to  apipeav  at  Sftoaev.     'Svi 


Clement,  I  saw,  was  absent  and  nnesay ;   he  watched  n  . 
he  watched  Lord  Orville,  and  was  evidently  disturbed  V 
his  mind.     Whenever  he  spoke  te  me,  I  tnrned  from  blftH 
with  nndisgniaed  disdain,  for  I  Bm   too   mnch  iiritaUil! 
aguioat  him,  to  bear  with    his   ill-meant  assiduities  ujl 
longer.  I 

Bat,  not  once,— not  a  moment,  did  I  dare  meet  the  erM  M 
of  Lord  OrTille !  All  consciousness  myself,  I  dreaded  his  Ij 
penetration,  and  directed  mine  every  way — but  towdrd)  I 
hia.     The  rest  of  the  day  I  never  quitted  Mrs.  Selwyn. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir :  to-morrow  I  expect  your  directioni,  I 
whether  I  am  to  return  to  Berry  Hill,  or  once  more  to  visit  B 
London. 


LETTER   LXXVl. 

KTKLIN*    IN   CONTniUATiON. 

Oct.  6th. 

AND   now,  ray   dearest  Sir,  if  the  perturbation  of  ml 
spirits  will  allow  me,  1  will  finish  my  last  letter  bm 
Clifton  Hill. 

This  morning,  though  I  did  not  go  down  staira  eftrfy. 
Lord  Orville  was  the  only  person  ia  the  parlour  when  1 
entered  it.  I  felt  no  small  confusion  at  seeing  him  alone, 
after  having  so  long  raid  successfully  avoided  such  a  meeU 
J.  As  soon  as  the  usual  compliments  were  over,  I  wonld 
have  left  the  room,  but  he  stopped  me  by  saying,  "  If  I  dis- 
turb you,  Miss  Anville,  I  am  gone." 

"  My  Lord,"  said  I,  rather  embaariisaed,  "  I  did  not  tneu 

"  I  flattered  myself,"  cried  lie,  "  I    should  have  had  i 
moment's  conversation  with  you." 

I  then  turned  back ;  and  he  seemed  himself  in  some  pCT> 
plesity :  but,  after  a  short  pause,  "  Ton  are  very  gomt" 
said  he,  "  to  indulge  my  request ;  I  have,  indood,  for  soniB 
time  past,  most  ardently  desired  an  opportunity  of  speftkng 
to  yon." 
Aguin  be  paused -,  \ratT.  eaift  "nrA,VYti^,wa\ifc-* 
"  You  allowed  me,M8iAiwm,a.'5^«sw  4«.T%ra 


0  lay  claim,  to  your  friendsliip, — to  iatereBt  myaelf  ii 
fcaffaira, — to  call  yon  by  the  affectionate  title  of  sister  ;- 
Khe  hoBour  you  did  me,  no  man  could  have  been  moi 
5<Ie  of ;  I  am  ignorant,  therof ore,  Iiow  I  have  been  » 
late  as  to  f  ojf eit  it; — bnt,  at  present,  all  isul 
'ouv  averted  eye  shuns  to  meet  mint',  -, 
Boaaly  avoid  my  conversation.'' 

extremely  diaconoerted  at  tliis  gi'ave,  and  but  b 
irCcusation,  and  1  am  sui'e  I  must  look  very  simple; 

1  wij]  not,  I  hope,"  continued  he,  "  condemn  i 
Kird;  if  there  is  any  thing  I  have  done, — or  any  thin 
e  neglected,  tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  what,  and  it  shau^ 
J  whole  study  of  my  thoughts  how  to  deserve  yonr  ~ 

■'  Oh,  my  Lord,"  cried  1,  penetrated  at  once  with  shame 
arid  gratitnde,  "  your  too,  too  great  politeness  oppresaea 
me  ! — you  have  done  nothing, — I  have  never  dreamt  of 
ofEence  ; — if  there  is  any  pardon  to  be  asked  it  ia  rather  for 
n^,  than  for  ycm  to  ask  it." 

"  Tou  are  all  sweetness  and  condescension ! "  oried  he, 
"  imd  I  Batter  myself  yon  will  again  allow  me  to  claim 
those  titles  whioh  I  find  myself  so  unable  to  forego.  Tet, 
occupied  as  I  am,  with  an  idea  that  gives  me  the  greatest 
uneasiness,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  impertinent,  if  I 
still  solicit,  still  intreat,  nay  implore,  yaa  to  teO  me,  to 
what  cause  your  late  sudden,  and  to  me  moat  painfnl, 
reserve  was  owing  ?  " 

"  Indeed,  my  Lord,"  s-'iid  I,  stammering,  "  I  don't, — I 
can't,— indeed)  my  Lord,- — -" 

"  I  am  sorry  to  distress  yon,"  said  he,  "  and  ashamed  to 
be  BO  urgent, — yut  I  know  not  how  to  be  satisfied  while  in 
ignorance, — and  the  Hnie  when  the  change  happened,  mak^J 
me  apprehend, — may  I,  ilisa  Anvillo,  tell  you.  what  it  makea^ 
4116  apprehend  ?  " 
^;  Certainly,  my  Lord." 

|ll'e]l  Bie,  then, — and  pardon  a  question  most  essentially 

jkn-tant  to  me ; — Had,  or  had  not,  Sii'  Clement  Willonghby 

Piehare  in  causing  yonr  inquietude  f  " 

r  Jfo,  my  Lord,"  answered  I,  -mitti  6\-iaa.e*ft,  " 


"A  thonsand,  thoueaiid  thanks!"  cried  he:  "jw 
relieved  me  froiii  a  weiglit  of  conjecture  which  I  sni 
very  painf  nlly.  But  one  thing  more ;  is  it,  in  (my  m 
to  Sir  ClemcDt  that  I  may  attribato  the  alteration'] 
behaviour  to  myself,  which,  I  coold  not  but  obBerve, 
the  very  day  after  hia  arrival  at  the  Hot  WeDs  P  " 

"  To  Sir  Clement,  my  Lord,"  said  I,  "  attribute  ni 
He  is  the  last  man  in  the  world  who  wonld  have  t 
flnence  over  my  conduct." 

"  And  will  yon,  then,  restore  to  me  that  share  0' 
dence  and  favour  with  which  yon  honoured  me  be 
came  ?  " 

Just  then,  to  my  great  relief, — ior  I  knew  not  ( 
say, — Mrs,  Beaumont  opened  the  door,  and  in  a  few  t 
we  went  to  breakfast . 

Lord  Orville  was  all  gaiety ;  never  did  I  see  hii 
lively  or  more  agreeable.  Very  soon  after,  Sir  C 
Willoughby  called,  to  pay  hia  respects,  he  sajd,  t 
Beaum.ont.  I  then  came  to  my  own  room,  where,  i 
ing  my  reflections,  which,  now  soothed,  and  now  a 
me,  I  remained  very  quietly,  till  T  received  your  mo 
letter. 

Oh,  Sir,  how  sweet  are  the  prayers  you  ofEer  fc 
Evelina!  how  grateful  to  her  are  the  hlesBiiigs  ya 
upon  her  head  ! — Tou  commit  me  to  mij  real  parenl 
Guardian,  Friend,  Protector  of  my  youth, — by  whi 
helpless  infancy  wub  cherished,  my  mind  formed,  h 
life  preserved, — yav.  are  the  Parent  my  heart  acknow 
and  to  you  do  I  vow  otemaJ  duty,  gratitude,  and  aff 

I  look  forward  to  the  approaching  interview  "wit! 
fear  than  hope  ;  hut,  important  ss  is  this  subject, T  t 
now  wholly  engrossed  with  another,  which,  I  must 
to  commuivicate. 

I  imniediately  aci^nainted  Mrs.  Selwyn  with  the  j 
of  your  letter.  She  wae  charmed  to  find  your  ( 
agreed  with  her  own,  and  settled  that  we  shoold  go  1 
to-morrow  morning :  and  a  chaise  is  actually  ordero 
here  by  one  o'clock. 

She  thea  desired  me  to  pack  up  my  clothes  j  m 
she  mast  go  herself  to  laake  syeediej 
Beaamoui. 


!^ld^U^M 


^^KThea  I  went  down  afaira  to  dinner,  Lord  Orville,  whb  1 
^^M  fltill  in  excellecit  spirits,  reproucbed  me  for  secladiag 
^^nelf  so  inacli  from  the  company.  He  sat  next  me, — he 
^^tiiil  sit  next  me, — at  tuble ;  Eind  he  mig'ht,  I  am  sure, 
^^Bbat  what  he  once  said  of  me  befoi-e,  that  ha  alnwd  ex- 
^^kt^  hinrndf  in  fruitless  endeaeours  to  entertain  me.-^for, 
^H^d,  I  wcbs  not  to  be  entertained :  I  was  totally  BpiriUess 
^^E  dejected ;  the  idea  of  the  approaching  meeting, — and 
^^K  Sir,  the  idea  of  the  approaching  parting,— gave  a 
^^Kviness  to  my  heaj't  that  I  could  neither  conquer  nor  re- 
^Hns.  I  even  regretted  the  half  explanation  that  had  passed, 
^^B  wished  Lord  Orville  had  supported  his  own  reserve,  and 
^^rcred  me  to  snpport  mine. 

^^fcowever,  when,  daring  dinner,  Mrs,  Benumont  spoke  of 
^^P  journey,  my  gravity  waa  no  longer  singular  ;  a  clond 
^^Bantly  overspread  the  countenance  of  Iiord  Orville,  and 
^^necam.e  nearly  as  thoughtful  and  ns  silent  as  myself, 
^^■ve  all  went  together  to  the  drawing-room.  After  a 
^^B^  and  unentertaining  conversation,  Mrs.  Selwyn  said 
^H|  must  prepuje  for  her  journey,  and  begged  me  to  see  for 
Hne  booliE  ^e  had  left  in  the  parlour. 

And  here,  while  I  was  looking  for  them,  I  was  followed 
by  Lord  OrvillB.  He  ahut  the  door  after  he  came  in,  and, 
approaching  me  with  a  look  of  anxiety,  said,  "  Is  this  tme, 
Misa  Anville,  are  yon  going  ?  " 

"  I  believe  so,  my  Lord,"  said  I,  still  looking  for  the  j 
books, 

"  So  Bnddenlj,  bo  unexpectedly  muBt  I  lose  you.  P  " 
"  So  great  loaa,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  endeavouring  to  speat 
cheerfully. 

"  Is  it  possible,"  said  he  gparelj,  "Miss  Anville  can  donbt 
my  sincerity  P  " 

"  I  can't  imagine,"  ci'ied  I,  "  what  Mrs.  Selwyn  has  done 
with  these  booka."  1 

"Would  to  Heaven,"    continued   he,    "  I  might  fla.ttBr.| 
myself  you  would  aJlow  me  to  prove  it !  " 

"  I  must  mn  up  stairs,"  cried  I,  gi'eatly  confused,  " 
uek  what  she  has  done  with  them." 

"  Ton  are  going,  then,"  cried  he,  takiug  my  hand,  " 
yon  give  me  not  the  smallest  hopo  ot  ■juut  T«ii.-aTQ.\ — ■^'■Si. 
j-oa  not,  then,  my  too  lovely  friend  \— w\\\  '^QU  "ao'^i  ■iA.X'aad'^ 


teach  mc,  with  fortilviile  I 


1 


"  My  Lord,"  eried  I,  enileayouTing  to  diaeiigage  s 
"  pray  let  me  go  '.  " 

"  I  wiU,"  cried  he,  to  uiy  iiies proas ihle  confusion,  droppi 
on  one  knee,  "  if  you  wish  to  leave  me  !  " 

"  Oh,  my  Lord,"  eiclaimed  I,  "  rise,  I  beseech,  yon,  nre! 
such  (4  poeture  tome  ! — surely yotir  Tjordahi]i  is  not  BOOT 

"  Mock  yon  !  "  repeated  lie  earnestly,  "  no  I  revere  jv 
I  eflteem.  and  I  admire  yon.  above  all  humftit  beings !  j 
are  the  friend  to  whora  my  soul  is  attached  as  to  its  bot 
half  1  yon  a.re  the  most  annable,  the  moat  perfect  of  woaa 
and  you  are  dearer  to  me  than  language  has  the  ponei 
telling." 

T  attempt  not  to  duscribe  my  souaationa  at  that  mome 
I  aearco  breathed ;  I  doubted  if  I  exiBted, — the  blood  f 
sook  my  cheeks,  and  my  feet  rofuacd  to  sustain  me :  It 
OrvTlle,  hastily  rising,  supported  me  to  a  chair,  upon  wi 
I  sunk,  almost  lifeless. 

For  a  few  minutes,  we  neither  of  ns  spoke ;  and  th 
seeing  me  recover,  Lord  Orville,  thoag^h  in  ferma  bar 
articulate,  intreated  my  pardon  for  his  iibmptneBB.  1 
moment  my  strength  retumed,  I  nttjirupted  to  rise,  hot 
would  not  peiinit  me. 

I  cannot  wi-ite  the  seeiio  that  followed,  thongh  eri 
word  is  engraven  on  my  beart ;  but  his  protestationa^ 
expressions,  were  too  flatteiing  for  repetition :  nor  wo- 
he,  in  spite  of  luy  repeated  efforts  to  leave  him.,  snffer 
to  escape ;— in  short,  my  dear  Sir,  I  wns  not  proof  agal 
his  Bolicitations — and  he  drew  from  me  t!ie  moat  ma 
secret  of  my  heart ! 

J  know  not  how  long  we  were  together ;  bub  liord  Orr 
was  upon  his  knees,  when  the  door  was  opened  by  H 
Selwj-n ! — To  tell  you.  Sir,  the  shame  with  which  I  » 
overwhelmed,  would  be  impossible; — I  snatched  my  hi 
from  Lord  Orville, — he,  too,  started  and  roae,  and  .U 
Selwyn,  for  some  instants,  stood  facing  na  both  in  siJeiH) 

At    last,    "My    Lord,"   said    she,    BarcaaticallyM 
joa  been  so  good  ae  to  VtA'p  'i/l.raa  ka^xWa  ia  li 
books  ?  " 


f^m 


I"  Yea,  Madftia,"  answered  he,  attemptiug  ta  rally,  "and  I 
^e  we  sliall  soon  be  able  to  tiad  them." 
"Tonr  Loi-dship  is   extremely  kind,"   said   she,    drily, 
ID  by  no  meaoH  consent  to  take  up  any  more  of  your 
TLen  linking  on  the  window-seat,  she  presently 
md  the  books,  iind  added,  "  Come,  here  are  just  three, 
""     3  like  the  servants  in  the  Di'iunmer,  this  important 
r  may  give  employment  to  as  all."     She  then  presented 
9  of  them  to  Lord  Orville,   iinother  to   me,  and  taking 
Jiird  hci-self,  with  a  most  provoking  look,  she  left  th"- 

d  instiintly  hrive  foUowed  her ;  but  Lord  Orville, 
3  could  not  help  laughing,  begged  me  to  stay  a  minnte, 
^e  had  many  important  matters  to  discuss. 

indeed,  my  Lord,  I  cannot,— perhaps  I  have  already 
hei  too  long." 

^  DoBB  Misa  Anvillo  ho  soon  repent  her  ^ 
^I  scarce  know  what  I  do,  niv  Lord, — ^I  am  quite  beWi 

••  One  hour's  conversation,"  cried  he,  "  will,  I  hope 

your  apirits,  and  confirm  my  happiness.     When 

~  may  I  hope  to  see  yon  alone  ? — shall  you  walk  in  the  gard 

morrow  before  breakfast  P  " 

"  No,  no,  my  Lord ;  you  must  not,  ; 
proach  me  with  making  an  appomtment." 

"  Do  you  then,"  said  he,  laughing,  "  reserve  that  honour 
mly  fov  Mr.  Macartney  ?  " 

"  Mr.  Macartney,"  said  I,  "  is  poor,  and  thinks  himself 
obliged  to  me ;  otiiorwise — ' 

"  Poverty,"  cried  he,  "  I  will  not  plead ;  but,  if  bein_ 
obliged  to  you  has  aiiy  weight,  who  shall  diapnte  my  title  tc 
a  appointment?" 

"  My  Lord,  I  can  stay  no  longer,— Mrs.  Selwyn  will  l< 
aU  patience." 

"  Deprive  her  not  of  the  pleasure  of  her  eonjedurM,— 

1  me,  are  you  under  Mra.  Selwyn 'e  care  ?  " 

"  Only  for  the  present,  my  Lord." 

"  Not  a  few  are  the  questions  I  have  to  ask  Miss  Anville  : 

among  them,  the  most  importiUit  is,  whattet  ft'oa  ^leyiiAfc 

whoU/  oa  beraelf,  or  whether  there  ir  ws^  oVki.e\  -^-CTRni^sw 

whose  iotereat  I  must  solicit  P  "  ^ 


I  second  time,  : 


"  I  hardly  know,  my  Lord,  I  Lardly  koow  myaelf  to  I 
wliota  I  most  belong." 

"  Suffer,  suffer  me,  then,"  cried  he,  with  wnrmtb, '' 
hasten  the  time  when  that  shall  no  longer  admit  a  doabt! 
— when  your  gratefu.!  Orville  may  call  you  all  his  own  t  " 

At  length,  but  with  difBcnIty,  Ibi^ke  from  him.  Iwenl, 
however,  to  my  own  room,  for  I  wsia  too  mnch  agitated  la 
follow  Mrs.  Selwyn.  Good  God,  my  dear  Sir,  what  t 
scene !  surely  the  meeting  for  which  I  eball  prepare  to- 
morrow cannot  so  greatly  affect  me  1  To  be  loped  by  Lord 
Orvillo, — to  be  the  honoured  choice  of  his  noble  heart,— 
my  happiness  seemed  too  infinite  to  be  borne,  and  I  wept, 
even  bitterly  I  wept,  from  the  excess  of  joy  which  ova- 
powered  me. 

In  this  state  of  almost  painful  felicity  I  coatinned  till  1 
was  summoned  to  tea.  When  I  re-entered  tbo  drawing- 
room,  I  rejoiced  maeh  to  find  it  full  of  company,  as  the 
oonfttsion  with  which  I  met  Lord  Orville  was  rendered  the 
less  observable. 

Immediately  after  tea,  moat  of  the  company  played  it 
cards, — and  then — till  supper  time,  Lord  OrviUe  devot«(l 
himaelf  wholly  to  me. 

He  saw  that  my  eyes  wei-e  red,  and  would  not  let  me  Wat 
till  he  had  made  me  confess  tho  cause  ;  and  wlien,  though 
most  reluctantly,  I  had  acknowledged  my  weakness,  I  coiJil 
ivith  difficulty  refrain  from  weeping  again  at  tlie  gratitmle 
he  expressed. 

He  earnestly  desired  to  Icnow  if  my  jonrney  could  not  ho 
postponed !  and  when  I  said  no,  entreated  pertniesion  to 
attend  me  to  town. 

"  Oh,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  "  what  a  request !  " 

"The  sooner,"  answered  he,  "  I  make  m,y  devotion tg yon 
iu  pnblii.,  the  sooner  I  may  expect,  from  your  delioacy,  you 
will  convince  the  world  yon  encourage  no  mei-e  danglen." 

"  Ton  teach  me,  thou,  my  Lord,  the  inference  I  might 
expect,  if  I  comjiliod."  I 

"  And  can  yon  wonder  I  should  seek  to  hasten  the  happ/  j 
time,  when  no  scruples,  no  diacretiou  will  demand  our  ■ 
ration  ?  and  whon  the  most  pnnctjlious  dehoacy  will  ji 
promote,  than  oppose,  my  ba.'^^moBa  m-  ^yijau?Sii%-j 
To  thia  1  was  silent,  and  \ie  te-UTfteA^ia tM^ 


y  My  Loi-d,"  said  1,  "  yon  mk  what  I  have  no  power  | 
rant.      TLib  jonmey  will  deprive  me  of  all  right  to  ant  f' 


iiiyst 

"  What  does  Miss  Anvillo  mean  ?  '' 

"I  oaunot  now  explain  myself;  indeed,  if  I  could, 
tii.sk  would  be  both  pihnful  and  tedious." 

"  O,  MisH  Aiiville,"  cried  he,  "  when  miiy  I  hope  fco  date 
liho    period   of   this    mystery  ?    when  flatter   myself  that 
my    pi'omised    friend   will    indeed   liononr   me  with    ' 
oonfidence  'f  " 

"  My  Lord,"  said  I,  "  I  mean  not  to  affect  any  mystery, 
but  my  affnirti  are  lio  circnmBtaoced,  iba.t  a  long  and  moat 
happy  story  can  alone  exjjlain  them.     However,  if 
Buspense  will  give  your  Lordelup  any  nneasinesa, — " 

"  My  beloved  Miss  AnviHe,"  (;ried  he,  eagerly,  "  pai'don 
my  impatience ! — You  ahull  tetl  me  nothing  yon  would 
wish  to  conceal, — I  will  wait  your  own  time  for  informati 
and  trust  to  your  goodness  for  its  speed. 

"  There  is  iioi/iinj,   my  Lord,   I  wish    to   coneeal,- 
n  explaniition  ia  all  I  desire." 

■He  then  requested,  that,  since  I  would  not  allow  him 
(ompany  me  to  town,  I  woold  permit  him  to  write  to 

liae  to  answer  bis  letters. 
4.  sudden  recollection  of  the  two  leLters  which  had  alrei 
I  between  ua  occurHng   to   me.  T  hastily  auawerei 
"  No,  indeed,  my  Lord  ! — " 

"  I  iim  extremely  sorry,"  said  Le,  gravely,  "  that  you 
think  me  too  presnmptuona.  I  must  own  1  had  flattered 
myself,  that,  to  soften  the  inqoietude  of  an  absonce,  which 
seems  attended  by  so  many  inexplicable  oircumBtances, 
would  not  have  been  to  incur  your  displeaaare." 
,  This  aerionaness  hurt  me ;  and  I  could  not  forbear  say 
1  you  indeed  desire,  my  Lord,  that  I  should,  a  a 
t,  expose  myself  by  an  unguarded  readiness,  to 
•you  ?  " 
"  A  second  time  !  unguarded  readiness 

"Hiis  yoar  Lordship  then  quite  forgot  the  foolish  letter 
B  so  imprudent  as  to  send  you  when  ia  towu'  " 
[  iave  not   the  least    idea,"  criet\  Ve,"  tS.  ^V*!t -^w^ 
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"Wliy  tlien,  my  Lord,"  Bn.id  T,  "wo  litul  Ijotter  lot  tin 
Bubjeot  drop." 

"  ImpOBaible  ! "  cried  he,  "  1  t-nnnob  real  witfaont  >o 
cixplanation  !  " 

And  tlien,  lie  obliged  me  to  speak  very  openly  of  boti 
the  letters  :  bat,  my  dear  Sir,  imagine  my  eui'priHp,  when 
he  asBored  me,  in  the  moat  solemn  manner,  that,  far  from 
baring  ever  written  me  n  single  line,  he  had  novar  received, 
leen,  or  heard  of  my  letter  ! 

This  subject,  which  caused  mutual  astonisbment  and 
perplexity  to  us  both,  entirely  engroBsed  bb  for  the  rwfc  at 
the  evening;  and  he  made  me  promise  to  show  hjrn  Qte 
letter  I  had  received  in  hia  name  to-monv>w  morning,  that 
be  might  endeavour  to  discover  the  author. 

After  supper,  the  conversation  became  general. 

And  now,  my  dearest  Sir,  uLay  I  not  call  for  your  con. 
gratnlationB  upon  the  events  of  tliis  day?  a  day  never  to  be 
recollected  by  mo  but  with  the  most  grateful  joy  !  I  knon 
how  much  you  are  inclined  to  think  well  of  Lord  Orville; 
I  cannot,  therefore,  apprehend  that  my  frankness  to  bim 
will  displeiue  yon.  Perhaps  the  time  ib  not  very  distant, 
when  your  Evelina's  choine  may  receive  the  sanction  of  hw 
best  friend's  judgment  and  approbation, — which  seems  now 
lU  she  has  to  wish  ! 

In  regard  to  ilie  change  in  my  Bituation  which  must  fifst 
take  place,  sui-ely  1  cannot  be  blamed  for  what  has  paasMl! 
the  parti aUty  of  Lord  Orville  muat  not  only  reflect 
liocour  upon  me,  but  upon  all  to  whom  I  do,  or 
belong. 

Adieu,  most  dear  Sir,  T  will  write  ngaio  when  I  e 
at  London, 


i^liTTER  LXXVIL 


IH   CONIWtlATlOK. 

Olifion,  Oct.  7tt. 

FOV  will  see,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  was  mistaken  in  i 
posing  I  sbould  write  no  ■mora  licm  'Ci»a  ■^toE*,--' 
uij-  i-etddence  now  seema  hvoto  Mncerrt»riT  '         -— ~ 


^.Thia  mora i rig,  dm-ing  breakfast,  Lord  Orville  look  t 
ipportunity  to  beg  rac,  in  a  low  voice,  to  allow  I 
moment's  conversation  before  1  left  Clifton  ;  "  May  J  liope," 
added  he,  "tbat  jon  will  atixiU  into  the  garden  pfter 
breakfast  ?  " 

I  miide  no  answer,  hot  I  Ijelieve  my  looka  gave  no  denial ; 
for,  indeed,  I  much  wished  to  be  satisfied  concerning  the 
letter.  The  moment,  therefore,  that  1  eonld  qeit  the  parloar, 
T  mti  up  HtttiTH  for  tny  calnsh  ;  but,  before  I  readied  my 
room,  Mrs,  Selwyn  called  after  me,  "  If  you  are  going  to 
wnlk,  Miss  Anville,  be  so  good  as  to  bid  Jemiy  bring  down 
my  hat,  and  I'll  accompfitiy  yon." 

Very  much  discoDcerted,  1  turned  into  the  drawing- 
room,  without  making  any  answer,  and  there  I  hoped  to 
wait  unseen,  tiD  she  Lad  otberwiae  dispo.sed  of  her.self.  But, 
ill  a  few  minutes,  the  door  opened,  and  Sir  Clement 
Willoughby  entered. 

Starting  at  tlie  sight  of  him,  Ln  rising  hastily,  I  let  drop 
the  letter  which  I  had  brought  for  Lord  Orville  s  inspection, 
and,  before  1  could  recover  it.  Sir  Clement,  apriuging 
forward,  had  it  in  his  hanii.  He  was  just  presenting  it  to 
me,  and,  at  the  same  time,  enquiring  ofter  my  health, 
when  the  signature  caught  his  eye,  and  he  read  aloud 
"Orville.-' 

T  eiideaNoured,  eagerly,  to  snatch  it  from  him,  but  he 
would  not  permit  me;  and,  holding  it  fast,  in  a  piissionate 
manner  exclaimed,  "  Good  God,  Miss  Anville,  is  it  possible 
you  can  value  aach  a.  letter  as  this  ?  '' 

The  queslJon  surprised  and  confounded  me,  and  I  wiis 
too  much  ashamed  to  answer  him ;  but,  finding  be  made 
an  attempt  to  secure  it,  I  prevented  him,  and  vehemently 
demanded  him  to  return  it. 

"  Tell  me  first,"  said  he,  holding  it  above  ray  roach,  "  tell 
me  if  you  have  since  received  any  more  letters  from  the 
same  person  ?  " 

"  No,  indeed,"  cried  I,  "never  !  " 

>*And  wOl  you  also,  sweetest  of  women,  promise  that 
er  wUl  receive  any  more  ?  Say  that,  and  you  will 
e  the  happiest  of  men." 

"Sir  CJemeni,"  cried  I,  greatly  iioniuaei, *■' ijva.v  ^"i* 'o^'' 


"  And  will  yon.  not  first  satisfy  my  donbts  ? — will  yoa 
not  relieve  me  from  the  torture  of  the  most  dietracting  nu- 
pease  ?— tell  me  but  that  the  detested  OrviUe  has  wHttw 
to  you  no  more  1  " 

"Sir  Clement,"  cried  I,  angrily,  "yoa  have  no  right 
to  make  any  conditions, — bo  pray  give  me  the  letter 
directly," 

"  Why  anch  solicitude  about  this  hatef  a!  letter  ?  can  it 
pOBBibly  deserve  your  eagerness  ?  teU  me,  with  tratli,  with 
sincerity  tell  me,  does  it  really  merit  the  least  anxiety  ?  " 

"No  mntter.  Sir,"  cried  I,  in  great  perplexity,  "tia 
letter  is  mine,  and  therefore — " 

"Imust  conclude,  then,"  said  lie,  "  that  the  letter  deserrea 
your  utm.ost  contempt, — but  that  the  name  of  Opville  is 
sufficient  to  make  you  prize  it." 

"Sir  Clement,"  cried  I,  colouring,  "you  are  quite — yon 
are  very  much — the  letter  is  not—" 

"  0,  Miss  AnviUe,'' cried  he,  "  yon  blush  ! — you  stammer! 
— Great  Heaven  !  it  is  then  all  as  I  feared !  " 

"  I  know  not,"  cried  I,  half-frightened, "  what  you  mean ; 
but  I  beseech  you  to  give"  me  the  letter,  and  to  compoBe 
yourself," 

"The  letter,"  cried  he,  gnashing  bis  teeth,  "yon  sbaU 
never  see  more  !  Ton  ought  to  have  burnt  it  the  moment 
you  had  read  it  1  "  And  in  an  instant  he  tore  it  into  ft 
thousand  pieces. 

Alaj'med  at  a  fury  so  indecently  outvageous,  I  ^roald 
have  run  out  of  the  room  :  but  he  caught  hold  of  my  gown, 
and  cried,  "Not  yet,  not  yet  nrasfc  you  go  !  T  am  but  half- 
mad  yet,  and  you  must  stay  to  finish  ynnr  work.  Tell  mo, 
therefore,  does  Orville  kngw  your  fatal  partiality? — Sv/ 
yes,"  added  he,  trembling  with  passion,  "  and  T  wUl  flyjnu 
for  ever!  " 

"  For  Heaveu'a  aake.  Sir  Clement,''  cried  I,  "  release  m* ! 
— if  yon  do  not,  yon  will  force  me  to  call  for  help." 

"  Call  then,"  cried  he,  "  inexorable  and  moat  unfeeling 
girl ;  call,  if  you  please,  and  bid  all  the  world  witness  yonr 
triumph  ; — but  conld  ten  worlds  obey  your  call,  I  would  not 
part  from  you  till  you  had  answered  me.  TeU  me,  (ken, 
does  Orville  know  you  love  tun?  " 
Af.  a.n7  other  timc.an  cn(\niYi'  ho  i^visfe-wwii.' 


■  riLIKA. 

I  mexpresGible  confasioii ;  but  now,  the  wildiiess  of 

inner  terrified   me,  and    I    onlj  siuA,   "  Whatever 

h  to  know.  Sir  Clement,  I  will  tell  yon  another  time ;  h 

the  present,  I  entreat  yon  to  let  me  go  !  " 

['Enough,"  cried  he,  "I  understand  you! — the  nrt 

rille  iiaa  prevailed ; — cold,  inanimate,  phlegmatic 

1  have  rendered  him  the  moat  envied  o(  m 

ling  more,  and  T  have  done  : — Will  he  marry  yoa  B.i 

list  a,  qneation !  my  cheeks  glowed  with  iiidiguati 

I  felt  too  proad  to  make  any  answer. 

5  how  it  is,''  cried  he,  after  a  nhui't  |)ai 

d  I  find  I  am  nndone  for  ever !  "  Then,  letting  loose 

I,  ho  put  hia  hand  to  his  forehead,  and  walked  up 

a  hasty  arul  agitated  manner. 

ffhougli  now  at  liberty  to  go,  I  bad  not  the  courage  to 

•ehim  ;  for  hia  evident  distress  exmtedali  my  compasHion, 

r  aitnation,  when  Lady  Louisa.  Mr.  Coverlajr, 

'  wid  Mrs.  Benamont  entorad  tliu  room.  ' 

"  Sir  Clement  Willoughby,"  said  the  latter,  "I  begpardi 
for  making  you  wait  so  long,  but — " 

She  had  not  time  for  another  word;  Sir  Olemaut, 
mnch  disordered  to  know  or  oare  what  he  did,  Baatebed 
his  hat,  and,  brushing  hastily  piiat  her,  flew  down  atail 
and  out  of  the  house. 

And  with  him  went  my  siiicei'est  pity,  though  I  earnestly^ 
hope  1  shuJI  see  him  no  more.  But  what,  my  dear  Sir,  am 
I  to  conclude  from  his  strange  speecbes  concerning  the 
letter  ?  Does  it  not  seem  aa  if  he  was  huneelf  the  author 
of  it  ?  How  else  should  he  he  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
contempt  it  merits:'  N'either  do  I  know  another  human 
being  who  could  serve  any  interest  by  such  a  deception.  I 
remember,  too,  thiit  juat  as  I  had  given  my  own  letter  to 
the  maid,  Sir  Clement  came  into  tho  aliop :  probably  be 
prevailed  upon  her,  by  some  bribery,  to  give  it  to  him  ;  and 
afterwards,  by  the  same  means,  to  deliver  to  me  an  aiiawer 
of  hia  own  writing.  Indeed  I  can  In  no  other  mauner 
account  for  this  affair.  Oh,  Sir  Clement,  were  you  not' 
yourself  unhappy,  I  know  not  how  1  coidd  pardon  lui  artifice 
that  has  caused  me  so  much  uneasiness  ! 
_<H.is  abrupt  Jepurtui'O  occauiuued  «h  Vu\&  (A 
maaaternatit'ii . 


tfsoat-^^^Jj 


"  Very  extraordinary  behiiyiour  tHa  ! ' 

"  Egad,"  said  Mr.  Coverley,  "  the  baronet  lias  a  n 
lip  OS  atonch  of  the  heroics  this  morning  !  " 

"  I  declare,"  cried  Lady  Louisa,  "  I  never  saw  any  tl 
BO  monsfcroTia  in  my  life  !  it's  qoite  abominable  ; — I  tajtoj  I 
the  man'e  mad  ; — I'm  sure  he  has  given  m.c  a  ahockii^  I 
fright!"  I 

Soon  after,  Mra.  Selsryn  cnme  up  stairs  with  Lord  Ho- J 
ton.     The  former,  advancing  hastily  to  me,  BHJdi,  ' 
Anville,  have  you  an  ahaanack  ?  " 

"Me! — no.  Madam." 

"  Who  has  one,  then  ?  '■ 

"  Egad,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "  I  never  bought  one 
life;  it  would  make  me  quite  melancholy  to  have  such  a 
time-keeper  in  my  pocket.  I  would  as  soon  walk  all  6xj 
before  an  hour-glass." 

"  Ton  are  in  the  right."  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  not  to  waiek 
time,  lest  you  should  be  betrayed,  uniiwaree,  into  reflecting 
how  you  employ  it." 

"  Egad,  Ma'am,"  cried  he,  "if  Time  thought  i 
me  than  I  do  of  Time,  T  believe  I  should  bid  defiance,  for 
one  while,  to  old  age  aud  wrinkles ;  for  deuce  take  me,  if 
ever  I  think  about  it  at  all." 

"Pray,  Mr.  Coverley,"  siiid  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  nhy  do  yon 
think  it  necessary  to  tell  me  this  so  often  ?  " 

"Often!"  repeated  he;  "  Egad,  Mad».m,  I  don't  know 
why  T  said  it  now ; — but  I'm  anre  I  can't  recollect  that  ever 
I  owned  as  much  before." 

"  Owned  it  before  !  "  cried  she,  "  why,  my  deav  Sir,  ym 
own  it  all  day  long ;  for  every  worcl,  every  look,  every  aetion 
proclaims  it." 

I  know  not  if  he  understood  the  full  severity  of  her 
satire,  but  he  only  turned  off  with  a  laugh ;  and  sbo  then 
applied  to  Mr.  Lovel,  and  asked  if  he  had  an  almuiack  ? 

Mr.  Lovel,  who  always  looks  alarmed  when  she  addressei 
him,  with  some  hesitation  answered,  "  I  assure  yon.  Ma'am, 
I  have  no  manner  of  antipathy  to  an  almanack, — none  ii 
the  least,— I  assure  yon  ; — 1  dare  say  I  have  four  or  fiw." 

"Four  or  five  !^ — pvay,  tna.-j  i.  a*.\i  *iW\,  -asft  ^win 
eo  many  ?  * 


"Dae! — I'eallj,  Ma'uni,  as  to  that, — I  don't  make 
particular  uee  of  them ;  bnt  one  must  have  th.>ni,  to  teU 
the  day  of  the  month  : — I'm  eure,  else  I  should  never  k 
it  in  roj  head." 

"  And  does  your  time  pass  bo  smoothly  unmarked,  that, 
without  an  almanack,  you  oould  not  distinguish  one 
from  another  ?  " 

"Really,  Ma'am,"  cried  Le,  colouring,  "I  don't  see 
thing  so  very  particular  in  having  a  few  almanacks 
people  have  them,  I  believe,  as  vreli  aa  me." 

"  Don't  be  ofEonded,"  cried  she,  "  I  luLve  but  made  a  little 
digresaion.     All  I  want  to  know  is,  the  state  of  the  moon ; 
— for  if  it  ia  at  the  full,  I  ahall  be  saved  a  world  of  conjee- 
turea,  and  know  at  once  to  what  cause  to  attribute  the 
icconsieteucies  I  have  witnessed  this  morning.      In  the  first 
place,  I  heard  Lord  Orville  excuss  himself  from  going  out, 
becanse  he  had  hnaiuess  of  importance  to  transact  at  home ; 
— yet  have  I  aeen  him  sauntering  alone  in  the  garden  this 
half  hour.     MisB  Anville,  on  the  other  hand,  1  invited  to 
walk   out   witli  me ;     and,   after  seeking  her  every  vfhere 
round  the  house,  I  Hud  her  quietly  seated  in  the  diiiwini 
room.      And,    but    ii   few   minutes    aince.    Sir    Clemei 
Vyilloughby,  with  even  more  than  his  usual  politei 
me  he  was  come  to  apeud  the  momiug  here  j — when,  ji 
now,  I  met  him  flying  down  siairs,  as  if  pursued  by  tl 
Pnries;  and,  far  from  repeating  hia  compliments,  or  making 
any  excuse,  he  did  not  even  answer  a  question  I  asked  him, 
but  rushed  past  me,  with  the  rapidil^  of  a  thief  from 
liniliff !  " 

"1  protest,"  said  Mrs.  Beaumiml,  ■'  I  can't  think  wl 
[le  meant ;  suoh  rudeness,  from  a  man  of  any  family,  is  quH 


"My  Lord,"  cried  I^ady  Lonisn.  to  Lord  Merton, 
foa  know  he  did  the  same  by  mc  ? — I  was  juBt  going  to  nak 
liim  what  was  the  matter ;  bnt  he  ran  past  me  so  quiek, 
that  I  declare  he  quite  dazaled  my  eyea.  Tou  can't  think, 
mj  Lord,  how  he  frightened  me ;  I  dare  aay  I  look  as  pale, 
— don't  I  look  very  pale,  my  Lord  ?  " 

"  Your  Ladyship,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  "  so  well  becomes  the 
Ltliee,  that  the  roses  might   blush  to   i 
Oiceiied. " 
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"  Pmy,  Mr,  Lovel,"  bmA  Mfa.   Selwja, 
slunild  blQBli,  how  would  you  find  it  out  r  " 

"  Egad,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "  1  aoppose  iht 
bluah,  as  the  sayiug  is,  like  a  blue  dog, — for  tbej 
already." 

"  Prithee,  Jack,"  said  Lord  Merton,  "  don't  you 
to  talkabou)  biuabes,  that  never  knew  what  they  werS' 
your  life." 

"  My  Iiorri,"  said  Mtb.  Selwyn,  "  if  experience  alone  om 
Jnstiry  montioning  them,  what  an  admirabte  treatdse  npro 
the  subject  may  we  not  ospeot  from  your  Lordship  I  " 

"  0,  pray,  Ma'am,"  imswered  he,  "  stick  to  Jack  Coverlaj, 
— he's  your  only  man  ;  for  my  part,  1  oonf  ass  I  have  a  morW 
aTereion  to  ar^^montB." 

"  O  fie,  my  Lord,"  cried  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "  a  senator  of  tiw 
nation  !  a  memboi'  of  tbc  noblest  pitrliftment  in  the  woi"" 
— and  yet  neglect  the  art  of  oratory !  " 

"  Why,  faith,  my  Lord,"  said  Mi-.  Lovel,  "  I  think, 
general,  your  Honse  is  not  much  addicted  to  study ;  we 
the  Lower  Honse  have  indubitably  most  application ;  aai, 
if  I  did  not  speak  before  asnperioi-  power  (bowing  to  Lord 
Merton)  I  shonld  presume  t«  add,  we  h 
most  able  speakers." 

"Mr.  Lovel,"  said  Mi-s.  Selwyn,  "you  desei've  iaa&iyt- 
tality  for  that  discovery  !  But  for  thia  observation,  and  the 
confession  of  Lord  Merton,  I  protest  I  should  have  Bop- 
posed  that  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  an  able  logician,  wsn 
syuonymons  terma." 

Lord  Merton,  turning  upon  his  heel,  asked  Iiadj  LoaisB 
if  she  would  take  the  air  before  dinner  ? 

"  Iteally,"  answered  she,  "  I  don't  know; — I'm  afraid  it's 
monstrona  hot;  besides  {putting her  hand  to  her  forehead) 
I  an't  half  well;  it's  quite  horrid  to  have  such  wettk 
nerves! — the  least  thing  in  the  world  discomposes  mer 
I  declare,  that  man's  oddnesa  has  given  mc  such  a  shook, 
— I  don't  know  when  I  shall  recover  from  it.  Bui 
I'm  a  sad,  weak  creature ; — don't  you  think  T  am,  wy 
Lord  ?  " 

"0,  by  no  means,"  answered  he,  "your  LadyBh^if 
merely  delicate, — ftn4  dev\\  ta.V.6  tqb  iS  u-jw  \\Bid  tha '  "^ 
paeaion  for  aa  Amazon." 


Pil  bare  the  honour  to   be  quite  of  joar  LordBh.ip'M 
'   Baid   Ml-.   Lovol,   looking   malicioiiBly   at  Mra 
"for  I  have  an  insuperable  aversion  to  b' 
r  of  body  or  mind,  in  a  female." 
|l Faith,  and  so  hiive  I,"  said  Mr.  Coverley  ;  "  for  egad,B 
n  see  a  woman  chop  wood,  as   hear  hor  chottfl 

KSo  would  evety  man  in  bis  Beuses,"  said  Lord  Merton;J 
nan  wauta  nothing  to  recommend  her  but  beauty] 
I  good-nature ;  in  every   thing  else  she  ia  either 

uinatnral.     For  ray  pnrt,  dence  take  me  if  ever  E 
1  to  bear  a  word  of  sen^e  from  a  woman  i^s  long  as  I 

fe'" 

Elt  hafi  always  been  aj^oed,"  said  Mrs.  Selwyn,  looking 
pid  her  with  the  utmost  contempt,  "  thnt  no  ratin  onght 
I  connected  with  a  woman  whose  understanding  is 
7  to  his  own.  Now  I  very  much  fear,  tliat  to  ao- 
modate  all  this  good  compH.ny,  according  to  such  an 
bid  be  utterly  impracticable,  unless  we  ahonld  "ihooB 
nects  from  Swift's  hospital  of  idiots.'' 
\otr  many  enemies,  my  dear  Sir,  does  this  unboandod* 
riiy  eroite !  Lord  Mei-ton,  however,  only  whistled  ;  Mr. 
erley  Bang;  and  Mr.  Level,  after  biting  his  lips  some 
ie.  said,  "  'Pon  honour,  that  lady — if  she  was  iiot  a  lady, 
^^t  should  be  haif  tempted  to  observe, ^that  thei-e  ie  some-  g 
thing,- — in  Buch  severity, — that  is  rather,  I  must  any,** 
rather  oddish." 

Just  then  a  servant  brought  Lady  Louisa  a  note  upon  h 
waiter,  which  is  a  ceremony  always  used  to  her  Ladyahipi 
siTid.  I  took  the  opportunity  of  this  interruption  t-o  the 
vcraation  to  steal  out  of  the  room. 

1  went  immediately  to  the  parloni-,  which  I  found  i 
empty ;  for  I  did  not  dare  walk  in  the  garden,  aftsr  n 
Mrs.  Selwyn  had  said. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  servant  announeod  Mr.  Maeartueya 
Baying,  as  he  entered  the  room,  that  !ie  would  acquaint  L 
Orville  he  was  thej'e. 

Mr.  Macartney  rejoiced  much  art  finding  me  alone, 
iold    me  he  bad  taken  the  liberty  to  em^ttite  fuv  \ 

K'Ule,  bj  way  of  pretext  for  coming  tn  ftvaVwase- 
iben  very  eagerly  eniinirecl  if  he  Vifui  aewtvVw  ^^"tas 


"  1  have,  MadatD,"  eaid  he,  "and  the  generoas  eaai 
sion  yoti  have  shown  made  ma  hasten  to  acqnainl  yoii,fl 
npon  reading  my  imhappy  mother's  letter,  he  did  notB 
tate  to  acknowledge  me."  ) 

"Good  God,"  cried  I,  with  no  httle  emotion,  "1 
Bimilar  are  our  circumstancee  !  And  did  he  reoaini 
Idiidly  ?  "  I 

"  I  could  not,  M^dam,  expect  that  he  wonld  ;  the  fl 
transaction,  whiuh  obliged  m.e  to  fly  Paris,  was  reoeB 
hifi  memory." 

"  And,— have  yon  seen,  the  young  lady  ?  " 

"  No,  Madam,"  said  he,  monmfnlly,  "  I  wiis  forbid 

"  Forbid  her  sight  !^ — -and  wJiy  ?  " 

"  Partly,  perhaps,  from  prudence,— and  partly  from  til 
mains  of  a  resentment  which  will  not  easily  sabaide.  I 
requested  leave  to  acquaint  her  with  my  relfttionsfaipt 
be  allowed  to  call  her  sister ; — but  it  was  denied'  ■ 
'  You  haw  no  meter,'  said  Sir  John, '  ijov,  moist  forget  her 
leTice.'     Hard  and  vain  command  !  "  I 

"  Ton  have — yon  have  a  sister  !  "  cried  I,  from  an  im| 
of  pity,  which  I  could  not  repress;  "a  sister  who  is  I 
warmly  interested  in  your  welfare,  and  who  only  wonti 
portunity  to  manifest  her  friendship  and  regard." 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !  "  cried  he,  "what  does  Miss  An 

"Anville,"  said  1,  "is  not  my  real  name;  Sir  i 
Belmont  is  my  father, — lie  is  year's, — and  I  Rm  ; 
sister  ! — Ton  see,  therefore,  the  claim  we  rautnally  hsi 
each  other's  regard  ;  we  are  not  merely  bound  I^  the 
of  friendship,  but  by  those  of  blood.  I  feel  for  yon,  aire 
all  the  affection  of  a  sister ;  I  felt  it,  indeed,  b«Jope  I  It 
I  vtaa  one. — Why,  my  dear  brother,  do  you  not  speak  ^ 
yon  hesitate  to  acknowledge  me  ?  " 

"  I  am  so  lost  in  astonishment,"  cried  he,  "  Lhnt  I  Ie 
not  if  I  hear  right  !  " — 

"  I  have,  then,  found  a  brother,"  cried  I,  holding  oat 
hand,  "  and  he  will  not  own  me  !  " 

"Own  you! — Oh,  Madam,"  cried  he,  accepting- 
offered  hand,  "  ia  it  indeeA  -^saTiiiB  \jo\i.  tv.^  o'w^  in*  i 
poor,  wretched  adTent\iTer\  wto  so  VWi-j  Vv.6.-tM^  wi 
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^B  from    jOBr    generosity  ? — whom    yoor    benevoleni  .^ 
^Bched  frmn.  utter  destractiou  ? — Ctm  yuu, — Oh,  Madan^ 
^B  you,  indeed,  ajid  without  a  blush,  condescend 
^ki  an  outcast  for  a,  brother  P  " 

^P*  Oh,  forbear,  forbear,"  cried  I,  "  is  this  language  proper 
*St  a,  sister  ?  are  we  not  reciprocally  bound  to  each  other  ? 
■ — Will  you  not  suffer  me  to  expect  from  you  all  the  good 
'^ces  in  your  power  ? — Bnt  toll  me,  where  ia  our  father  at 
•■Tesent  ?  " 

"  At  the  Hot-Wella,  Mitdam  ;  ho  arrived  thei'o  jeatarday 
Woming." 

I  would  have  proceeded  with  further  questions,  but 
-be  entrance  of  Lord  Orville  prevented  me.  The  moment 
3e  Baw  HB,  he  started,  aad  would  have  retreuted ;  but, 
3rawing  my  Imnd  from  Mr.  MuCM'tney'i    ^  '  ''  '  * 

For  a  few  moments  we  were  all  silunt,  and,  I  believe,  all " 
in  equal  confusion.      Mr.  Macartney,  however,  recollecting 
himself,  said,    "  I   hope  your  Lordship    will   forgive  the 
liberty  I  have  taken  in  making  use  of  your  name." 

Lord  Orville,  rather  coldly,  bowed,  but  said  nothing. 

Again  we  were  iJl  silent,  and  then  Mr.  Mitcartney  b 

"I  fancy,"  said   Lord  Orville,  whe 
liave  shortened  Mr.  Macartney's  visit  ? 

"  No,  my  Lord,  not  at  all." 

"I   had   presumed,"  said  he,   with  some  hesiLation, 
should  have  seen  Miss  Anville  in  the  garden  ; — but  I  kneirj 
not  she  was  so  much  better  engaged." 

Before  I  could  answer,  a  servant  cajne  to  tell  me  the 
chaise  was  reiicly,  and  that  Mrs.  Selwyn  was  enquiring  for 

"I  will  wait  on  her  immediately,"  cried  I,  and  away  ^^ 
was  running;  bat  Lord  Orrille,  stopping  me,  said,  n^tfal 
^eat  emotion,  "  la  it  thus.  Miss  AnvUle,  you  leave  me 

"  My  Lord,"  cried  I,  "  how  can  I  help  it  ?— pM-haps,  a 
some  better  opportunity  may  oftc!  — " 

"  Good  Heaven  !  "  cried  he,  "  do  you,  indeed,  take  mi 
1  Stoic  I  What  better  opportunity  may  I  hope  £01;  ? — \? 
the  chaiss  come  ? — arc  you  not  going^  Wvfc  'jtt'*- 
'eigned  to  tell  roe  ivjiitber  ?  " 
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My    jouruey,    my    horil,   will  now    hv    deferred 

icartney  lias  bronght  me  intelligence  which  rende 
Dreeent  tmnecessary." 

"  Mr,  Macartney,"  saiJ  he,  gravely,  "  aeema  to  ha» 
influence  ; — yet  he  is  a  very  young  cOQUHellor." 

it  poBBible,  my  Lord,  Mr,  Macartney  oan  give ; 

it  nneasineBa?  " 

My  dearest  Miss  Anville,"  said  he,  taking  my  ha 
^__,aiid  I  adore  the  purity  of  your  mind,  superior  as 
all  little  nrts,  and  all  apprehensions  of  euspicton ; 
should  do  myself,  aa  well  as  you,  injustice,  if  1  were  t 
of  harbouring  the  smallest  doubts  of  that  goodncM 
makes  you  mine  for  ever :  nevertheless,  |iardon  me^  i 
inyBolf  Bulrrised,— cay,  alarmed,  at  these  frequent  ra 
with  so  yonng  a  man  as  Mr.  Macartney." 

"My  Lord,"  cried  1,  eager  ti)  < il ear  niy self,  "  Mr, 3 
ney  ia  my  brother." 

"  Tour  brother  !  you  amaze  me  ! — What  strange  in 
then,  makes  his  relationship  a  secret  p  " 

Just  then  Mrs.  Selwyn  opened  the  door.  "  O,  ■ 
here  !  "  cried  she  ;  "  Pray,  is  my  Lord  so  kind  as  i 
yon  in  prepor/w;  for  yoTtr  journey,  or  in  retarding  it 

"I  shonld  be  most  happy,"  said  Lord  Orville,  s 
"if  it  were  in  ray  power  to  do  the  loiter." 

I  thtii  acquaint<>d  lior  with  Mr.  Macartney's  comn 

Slic  imniodiately  ordered  the  chaise  away  ;  ao 
look  meintoherownroom,  to  consider  wliat  shonld  I 

CA  few  minntes  sufficed  to  determine  her ;  and  ahi 
|bg  foUowing  note. 
".. 
Bels 
SI 
fori 


"  To  Sir  John  Behtunii,  Bart. 
"  Mra.   Selwtn  presents  her  complimentB  to  Si 
Belmont ;  and,  if  he  is  at  leisure,  will  be  glad  tu 
n  this  morning,  upon  basiness  of  importance." 

le  then  ordered  her  man  to  enquire  at  the  paiti 
I  direction ;    ajid  went  herself  to  Mrs.  Benni 

apohgize  for  deferring  her  journey. 
~  An  answer  was  preaeutVy  retwcQei,  fcfA,  Sa  idm 

t  gla.d  to  see  her. 


he  would  have  hud  me  Immediately  a«comj)iiiiy  hei''  4 
Hot-WellB  J  but  I  entreated  lier  to  spfire  Die  tlie  distref 
D  ftbrapt  an  introduction,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  my 
ption.  She  consented  rather  reluclantly,  and,  attended 
r  by  her  servant,  walked  to  tlie  Wells. 
Tie  was  not  absent  two  hours  ;  jet  so  miserably  did  time 
a  to  linger,  that  I  thought  a  thousand  accidents  had 
jiened,  and  feared  she  would  never  return.  I  passed 
whole  time  in  my  own  room.,  for  I  was  too  much 
ated  even  to  converse  with  Lord  Orville. 
le  instant  that,  from  my  window,  I  saw  her  rel 
V  down  stairs,  and  met  her  in  the  garden. 
fe  both  walked  to  the  arbour. 
ir  hwka,  in  which  disappointment  and  anger  v 
3d,  preBenlly  announced  to  me  the  failure  of  her  ei 
.  Finding  that  she  did  not  speak,  I  asked  h 
iering  voice,  whetlier  or  not  I  had  a  father  ? 
Ton  have  not,  my  dear !  "  said  she  abruptly. 
Yeiy  well.  Madam,"  said  I,  with  tolerable  caLmnes 
b  the  chaise  then  be  ordered  again ; — I  will  go  to  Bene 
I J — and  there,  I  trust,  I  shall  still  find  one  !  " 
t  was  some  time  ere  she  could  give,  or  I  could  hear,  ti 
rant  of  her  visit;  and  then  aha  related  it  in  ! 
iner  ;  yet,  I  beheve  I  can  recollect  every  word. 
1  found  Sir  John  alone.  He  received  me  with  fi^ 
loat  politeness.  I  did  not  keep  bim  a  moment  ii 
e  as  to  the  pnrport  of  my  visit.  Bat  I  had  no  s 
e  it  known,  than,  with  a  supercilioua  emile,  he  s 
i  have  you,  Madam,  been  prevailed  upon,  to  revive  that 
ealoufl  old  stoiy  ?  '  Ridiculous,  I  told  bim,  wna  a  term 
oh  he  would  find  no  one  else  do  bim  the  favour  to  make 
a  speaking  of  the  horrible  actions  belonging  to  the 
'oH  ftofij  he  made  so  light  of;  '  actions,' continued  I, '  wbidi 
would  dye  still  deeper  tbc  blaok  annuls  of  Nero  or  Calignla.' 
He  attempted  in  vain  to  rally;  for  I  pursued  Kim  with  all 
the  severity  in  my  power,  and  oeased  not  painting  the 
enormity  of  hia  crime  till  I  stung  him  to  the  quick,  and,  in 
a  voice  of  passion  and  impatience,  he  said,  '  No  mora, 
Madam, — tliis  is  not  a  subject  upon  whicVi  \  ueui  ii.ia.<«ii.- 
tor. '  '  Make  then, '  cried  I,  '  the  onXy  Te^sM^\iwm.  Sai  ■^'s*'* 
power. — Your  duagltter  is  now  at  CVUtoii',  se^i  ^iot'Vw 
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hither ;  and,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  prodau 
macy  of  iier  birth,  and  clear  the  reputation  of  yonr: 
wife.'  '  Mcbdam,'  eaid  he.  '  you  are  mnch  mistaken,  U  _ 
Bappoee  I  waited  for  the  honour  of  this  visit  befoi'e  I  did 
what  little  juetice  now  depends  upon  me,  to  the  memory  of 
that  unfortunate  woman  ;  her  daughter  hae  been  my  can 
from  hei-  infancy ;  I  have  taken  her  into  my  houae ;  afae 
bears  my  name;  and  she  will  he  my  sole  heiress.'  For 
some  time  this  assertion  appeared  so  absurd,  that  I  odIj 
laughed  at  it ;  but,  at  last,  he  assured  me,  I  had  myseU 
been  imposed  upon  ;  for  that  the  very  woman  who  attenileJ 
Lady  Belmont  in  her  last  illness,  conveyed  the  child  to  hiffl) 
while  he  was  in  London,  before  she  was  a  year  old.  '  TJo-[ 
willing,' he  added, 'at  that  tinie  to  confirm  the  rumour  of' 
my  being  married,  I  sent  the  woman  with  the  child  to 
France :  as  soon  as  she  was  old  enough,  I  put  her  into  !■ 
oonyent,  where  she  has  been  properly  educated,  and  now  I. 
have  taken  her  home.  I  have  acknowledged  hei-formjj 
lawful  child,  and  paid,  at  length,  to  the  memory  of  hor  wi-| 
happy  mother  a  tribute  of  fame,  which  has  made  me  wisb 
to  hide  myself  hereafter  fi-om  all  the  world.'  This  whole' 
story  sounded  so  improbable,  that  I  did  not  scruple  to  telll 
him.  I  discredited  every  word.  He  then  rung  his  bell ;  and,! 
enquiring  if  his  hair-dreaser  was  come,  said  he  was  sorty  Id 
leave  me ;  but  that,  if  I  would  favour  him  with  my  com-' 
pauy  to-moiTow,  he  would  do  himself  the  honour  of  intro^j 
ducing  Miss  Bebnont  to  wie,  instead  of  troubling  me  fff' 
introduce  her  to  him.  I  rose  in  great  indignation  ;  and| 
assuring  him  I  would  make  his  conduct  a.^  public  as  it  wss 
infamous — I  left  the  house."  ; 

Good  Heaven,  how  strange  the  recital !  how  incoinpro-| 
henaible  an  affair  I  The  Miss  Belmont  then  who  is  aotoally' 
at  Bristol,  passes  for  the  daughter  of  my  unhappy  motherl! 
— passes,  in  short,  for  your  Evelina  I  Who  she  can  be,  or; 
what  this  tale  can  mean,  I  have  not  any  idea. 

Mrs.  Selwyn  soon  after  left  me  to  my  own  refiectitnu.' 
Indeed  they  were  not  very  pleasant.  Quietly  aa  I  bftd 
borne  her  relation,  the  moment  I  was  alone  I  felt  moat 
bitterly  both  the  diBgrooe  and,  &oty<jw  at  b. 
cruelly  inexplicable. 
T  know  not  how  \onvi;  V  m\gt\,ViCTeL  lawo.'; 
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situation,  had  I  not  been  awakened  ErDtu  lay  mclunchoM 
reverie  by  the  voice  of  Lord  Orvil]e.  "  Ma.y  1  come  iaJt 
cried  he,  "  or  shall  I  intermpt  you  ?  "  m 

I  w&B  sUent,  and  he  seated  him  self  next  me.  M 

"  I  fenr,"  he  continued,  "  Miss  AnviUe  will  think  I  persfl 
t.'ufe  her :  yet  so  much  as  I  have  to  say,  and  bo  mach  aaa 
ivish  to  hear,  with  so  few  opportnmties  for  either,  she  cannd 
wonder— and  1  hope  she  will  not  be  offended — that  I  eeiifl 
with  Biic'h  avidity  eveiy  moment  in  my  power  to  converM 
with  her.  Tou  are  grave,"  added  he,  taking  my  hand;  "r 
hope  you  do  not  regret  the  delay  of  your  journey  ?— I  hope 
the  pleasnre  it  gives  to  me,  will  not  bo  a  subject  of  pain  to 
ynu  f — Ton  are  silent  ! — Something,  I  am  sure,  has  afflicted 
you ; — would  to  Henven  I  were  able  to  conBole  you ! — Would 
to  Heaven  I  were  worthy  to  participate  in  your  sorrows !  " 

My  henrt  was  too  fnll  to  bear  this  kindnesB,  and  I  could 
only  answer  by  my  tears.  "  Good  Heaven,"  cried  he,  "how 
yon  alarm  me  ! — My  love,  my  sweet  Miss  Anville,  deny  me 
no  longer  to  be  the  sharer  of  jour  griefs !- — tell  me,  at  least, 
tiftt  you  have  not  wifyhdi-awn  your  esteem ! — that  you  do 
notrepent  the  goodness  you  have  shown  me! — that  you  still 
think  mc  the  same  grateful  Orville,  whose  heart  you  have 
deigned  to  accept !  " 

"Oh,  my  Lord,"  cried  I,  "your  generosity  overpowers 
me !  "  And  I  wept  like  an  infant.  For  now,  that  all  my 
hopes  of  being  acknowledged  seemed  finally  crushed,  I  felt 
llie  nobleness  of  his  disinterested  regard  so  forcibly,  that  I 
could  scarce  iDreathe  under  the  weight  of  gratitude  which 
oppressed  me. 

He  seemed  greatly  shocked  j  and,  in   terms  the 
flattering,  the  most  respectfully  tender,  he  at  once  aooti 
my  distress,  and  urged  me  to  tell  him  its  Ciiuse. 

"  My  Lord,"  said  I,  when  I  was  able  to  speak,  "  you  little 
k  u  ow  what  an  outcast  you  have  honoured  witiiyour  choice ! — 
,1  child  of  bonnty, — an  orphoji  from  infancy, — dependent, 
even  for  subsistence,  dependent,  upon  the  kindness  of  com- 
panion !— Ilejectad  by  my  natural  friends,^ — ^disowned  for 
ever  by  my  nearest  relation,— Oh,  my  Lord,  so  circum- 
stanced, can  1  deserve  the  distinction  mtb.'wVida'^QVawtui'ai 
me  P  So,  2J0, 1  /eel  the  inequaJity  too  -pomhiftj  ■,—-30^-10^^ 
/f.ivi.'  me.  my  Lord;  yon   must  ruSctt  me  U>  ■ce'co.i^  \»  ^™ 
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Bcmitj ;  and  there,  in  the  bosom,  of  mj  first,  beat 
only  friend, — I  will  pour  forth  all  the  grief  of  my  hea' 
while  you,  my  Lord,  must  seek  elsewhere — " 

I  could  not  proceed ;  my  whole  soul  i-ecoiled  a^ 
the  charge  I  would  have  giveo,  and  my  voice  pefaa 
utter  it. 

"Never,"  cried  he,  warmly,  "my  heart  is  yonr's,  i 
swear  to  you  au  attachment  eternal ! — Ton  prepare  m 
deed,  for  a  tale  of  horror,  and  I  am  almost  breathless 
expectation ; — but  so  firm  is  my  conviction,  that,  wha 
are  your  misfortunes,  to  have  merited  them  is  not  □ 
number,  that  I  feel  myself  more  strongly,  more  invij 
devot«d  to  you  than  ever  !— Toll  me  but  wbare  I  nwq 
this  noble  friend,  whoso  virtues  you  have  already  tangl 
to  reverence, — and  1  will  fly  to  obtain  his  consent  and  i 
cession,  tlmt  henceforward  our  fates  may  bo  indisso 
united  ; — and  then  shall  it  be  the  sole  study  of  my  1 
endeaTOUr  to  soften  your  past, — and  guard  you  £i-oni  i\ 
misfortunes !  " 

I  had  just  raised  my  eyes  to  answer  this  most  gen 
of  men,  when  the  first  object  tliey  met  wtis  Mrs.  Selw 

"  So,  my  dear,"  cried  she,  "  what,  still  courting  tbe 
shadee  !— I  thought  ere  now  you  would  have  been  b»1 
with  this  retired  seat,  and  I  have  been  seeking  you  all 
the  house.  But  I  find  the  only  way  to  meet  with  yo* 
to  entjuire  for  Lord  Orville.  However,  don't  let  me  di 
your  meditations  j  you  are  possibly  planning  some  pae 
dialogue." 

And,  with  this  provoking  speech,  she  walked  on. 

In  the,  greatest  confusion  I  was  quitting  the  arbonr, " 
Lord  Orville  said,  "  Permit  me  to  follovf  Mre,  Selwy 
it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  all  impertinent  conjecturw ; 
you  allow  uic  to  speak  to  her  openly  ?  " 

I  assented  in  silence,  and  he  left  me.  \ 

I  then  went  to  my  own  room,  whei-e  I  continued  tflli 
summoned  to  dinner;  after  which,  Mrs.  Selwyn  invito 

The, moment  she  had  ^ut  the  door,  "Tour  Ladyal 
i^d  she,  "  will,  I  hope,  be  seated," 
^Ufa'am  !  "  cried  1,  steriiig. 

thq  aweet   innoeent\    So  ■ 


EEVBLIMi, 
lean  ? — bnt^  my  deai',  mj  sole  view  is  to  aoonstom  you  a 
ttle  to  your  dignity  elect,  lest,  when  yon  ai*  addreeaod  by 
yonr  title,  yoa  should  look  anobhei'  wfiy,  from  an  iipprehen- 
sion  of  lietening  to  a  diBCOurso  not  meant  for  you  to  hear." 
Having,  in  this  manner,  diverted  Herself  with  my  confu- 
sion, till  her  raillery  was  almost  exhausted,  she  congratulated 
me  very  eerionaly  upon  the  partiality  of  Lord  Orville,  and 
[lainted  to  me,  in  the  strongest  terms.  Ilia  difrintereBted 
Llesire  of  being  niairied  to  me  immediately.  She  had  told 
b.ijn,  she  said,  my  whole  atory,  and  yet  he  was  willing,  nay 
eager,  that  our  union  should  take  place  of  any  further  ap- 
plication to  my  family.  "  Now,  my  dear,"  continued  she, 
"  I  adviae  you  by  all  means  to  marry  him  directly  ;  nothing 
can  be  more  precarious  than  our  succesB  with  Sir  John  ;  and 
the  young  men  of  this  age  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  too 
much  time  for  deliberation,  where  their  interests  are  con- 
cerned." 

"  Good  God,  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  do  you  think  I  would 
hurry  Lord  Orville  ?  " 

"  Well,  do  as  you  will,"  said  she,  "  luckily  you  have  an 
exceUent  eubjeot  for  Quiiotism ; — otherwiBe  this  delay 
might  prove  your  min  ;  but  Lord  Orville  is  almost  as  ro- 
mantic  as  if  he  had  been  born  and  bred  at  Berry  Hill." 

She  then  proposed,  as  no  better  expedient  seemed  likely 
to  be  suggested,  that  I  should  accompany  her  at  once  in  her 
visit  to  the  Hot  Wells  to-morrow  morning. 

The  very  idea  made  me  tremble  ;  yet  she  repreaented  bo 
eti'ongly  the  necessity  of  purauing  this  unhappy  afFaii-  with 
epirit,  or  giving  it  totally  up,  that,  wanting  her  force  of  ar- 
giunent,  I  was  almost  obliged  to  yield  to  her  propoaal. 

In  the  evening  we  all  walked  in  the  garden :  and  Lord 
Orville,  who  never  quitted  my  Bide,  told  me  he  bad  been 
listening  to  a  tale,  which,  though  it  had  removed  the  per- 
jjlesities  that  had  so  long  tormented  him,  had  penetrated 
liim  with  BOiTow  and  compassion.  I  acquainted  him  with 
Mrs.  Selwyn'e  plan  for  to-morrow,  and  confeaaed  the  ex- 
treme terror  it  gave  me.  He  tjhen,  in  a  manner  almost  un- 
answerable, besought  me  to  leave  to  him  the  conduct  of  the 
ajSair,  by  consenting  to  be  hia  before  in  interview  took 
nlace. 
BkJ  cooJd  riot  but  iioJcnoivledge  mj  senRe  ol  V\t  ^e^wKOfs*^*' 


Bcnrity ;  and  there,  in  tlie  bQsCnn  of  iny_  fir^  ^ .  ^ 
only  friend,—!  will  pour  forth  all  ^  g^'"'  ,  -v^jj 
whil"  you,  my  Lord,  mnst  awk  else^  .'  ^ould  ^ 

I  c^ld  Tiot  proceed  j    ray  »-'  '^^'5^™''^/ 

the  charge  I  would  havt  .-'  '^'  ^'^ed-    Tk 

utter  it.  _-  ■■",  .'';?"s-"id  Con]e( 

"  Never,"  crijad  ' 
aweai"  to  you  fin  » 
deed,  for  a  tale 
expectation  ;~ 
are  yoni-  nu'- 
uumber,  ,tl'  ■ "  ■; 

devotad*      __  :'J-'!f' 


ii'S  birth,  employed  B 

,  ^J  my  thonghta  since. 

,  ;'!  shall  support  myself, 

.•^■/idhed — yet  terrible  moinei 

;  ■''J'uie  at  the  feet  of  the  nearea 

.-■'J^,*iiitions,  yrhom  my  heart  jeai 
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.      .ffXiD  ""^  write  yestei'day,  bi 
r ':'?.  of  my  m.ind  j-  *— *  '  "-;ii 


0  violent  was  the  i 

I  "'no  "'  "v  "*■""  1  — l'^*  I  vnM  not,  now,  loae  a  mc 

I  ?  j,a»e  hastened  to  my  best  friend  an  account  o 

E^tiona  of  a  day  1  can  never  recollect  yrithont  emi 

,    Selwyn    detenu  ined   upon    sending    no    ma 

"  said  she,  "  Sir  John,  fatigued  with  the  very 

fey  i-eprnachea,  should  endeavour  to  avoid  a  mo 

innot  but  see  who  you.  are,  whether  he  will  d( 

rnot." 
)  went  early,  and  in  Mrs.  Beanmonfa  chariot; 
^B^ch  Lord  Orvillo,  uttering  words  of   the   kindea 
oouragemeni,  handed  us  both. 

My  uneasiness,  during  the  ride,  woe  erceseive; 
when  we  stopped  at  the  door,  I  was  almost  senselese 
teiTor  I  the  meeting,  at  last,  was  not  so  dreadful  as 
moment !  1  believe  I  was  carried  into  the  house ;  1 
soarce  recollect  what  was  done  with  me  :  however,  I ! 
we  remninod  some  time  in  the  parlour  before  Mrs^  S 
could  send  aiij  message  up  titaivR, 
When  I  was  somewhat  recoTCTcA,  1  vn'twtAeJ 


■e  Mrs^  6e 


i,  assuring  her  1  felt  myeelf  quite  unequal 

llrtiiig  the  interyiew. 

T  said  she ;  "  you  must  ata,y  now ;  your  feara  will 
ength  by  delay ;  and  wo  must  not  haye  anch  a 
s  repeated."     Then,  turning  to  the  sovyiint,  she 

ir  wa.9  brought,  that  he  was  going  out  in  great 
t  would  attend  lier  immediately.  I  tamed  ao 
i  Mrs,  Selwyn  wtia  apprehenaive  I  should  have 
d ;  and,  opening  a  door  which  led  to  an  inner  apart- 
_  ahe  begged  nie  to  wait  there  till  I  was  somewhat 
fepoaed,  and  till  ahe  had  prepared  for  my  reception. 
'  id  of  Dvery  moment's  reprieve,  I  willingly  agreed  to 
TOpoaal;  and  Mra.  Selwyn  had  but  just  time  to  shut 
,,  before  her  presence  was  necessary. 
B  voice  of  a  father — Oh,  dear  and  revered  name ! — 
k  then,  for  the  first  time,  struck  my  enrs,  affected  mo 
In  a  manner  I  oannot  deacribe,  though  it  was  only  eni- 
jjoyed  in  giving  orders  to  a  servant  as  he  came  down  st 
Then,  entering  the  parlour,  I  heard  hjai  say,  "  I 
Borry,  Madam,  I  made  you  wait;  but  I  have  an  eng 
ment  whieh  now  calla  me  away  :  however,  if  you  have 
commands  for  jue,  I  ahaJl  Ijc  glad  of  the  hoaour  of  yol 
company  some  other  time."  _ 

"  1  am  come,  Sir,"  aaid  Mra.  Selwyn,  "  to  introduce  yonr 
daughter  to  you." 

"  I  am  infinitely  obhgud  to  you,"  ;inswered  he  ;   "  but  I 
have  just  had  the  satisfaction  of  brciakfiiating  with 
Ma'am,  your  most  obedient." 

"  You  refase,  then,  to  see  her  ? '' 
"  I  am  mnch  indebted  to  you,  Jladam,  for  this  deaii 
increasing  my  family  ;  but  you  niuat  excuse  me  if  I  declim 
taking  advantage  of  it.  I  have  already  a  daughter,  tc 
whom  I  owe  every  thing;  and  it  is  not  three  days  since 
that  I  had  the  pleasore  of  discovering  a  son  :  how  many 
more  sons  and  daughters  may  be  brought  to  me,  I  am  yet 
to  learn  ;  but  I  am  already  perfectly  satiafied  with  the  siite 
of  my  family." 

"  Hekd  yon  a  thoasand  children,  Sir  J(i\hi,"  skA'^"'^- 
Selwj'n,  warmly,  "this  only  one,  ot  VJtacV  \«iii-'^  "ft^wwa'^'^ 
i(r.fi  the  mother,  oaght  to  be  moat  diatulgo.^^e^^  '>»^'^'^ 
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from  avoiiiing  her  sight,  jou  should  thank  your  etara, 
haialile  gratitude,  that  there  jet  remains  in  jonr  pol 
the  smalleBt  opportunity  of  doing  the  injnred  wife  ' 
have  destroyed,  the  poor  JQBtii;e  of  acknowletlgii^ 
chdd  !  " 

'■I  am  very  unwilling,  Madam,"  answered  he,  "to  ei 
into  any  discaaaion  of  this  point ;  but  you  are  determi 
to  compel  me  to  apeak.  There  lives  not  at  thia  time 
human  being,  who  should  talk  to  me  of  the  regret  diu 
the  memory  of  that  ill-fated  woman ;  no  one  can  feel  r 
aeverely  as  myself  ;  but  let  me,  nevertheless,  Masure  yo 
have  already  done  all  that  remnined  in  my  power  to  pi 
the  respeet  she  meiited  from  me  :  her  child  I  have  ( 
cated,  and  owned  for  my  lawful  heiress :  if.  Madam, 
can  suggest  to  me  any  other  means  by  which  I  may  n 
fully  do  her  justice,  and  more  clearly  manifeat  her  ii 
cence,  name  Uiem  to  me  ;  and,  though  they  should  wo 
my  character  fitill  deeper,  1  will  perform  them  readily." 
"  AU  this  sounds  vaatly  well,"  returned  Mra.  Selw 
"  but  I  must  own  it  is  rather  too  em'gmatical  for  ^  & 
ties  of  comprehension.  You  can,  however,  hava  no  ob 
tion  to  seeing  tbin  young  lady." 
"  None  in  the  world." 

"  Come  forth,  then,  my  dear,"  cried  she,  opeaing 
door ;  "  come  forth  and  see  year  father  1  "  Then,  tal 
my  trembling  hand,  she  led  me  forward.  I  would  1 
withdrawn  It  and  retreated  ;  hut,  as  he  advanced  instai 
towards  me,  I  found  myself  already  before  him. 

What  a  moment  for  jour  Evelina — an  invofaiBl 
scream  escaped  me,  and,  covering  my  face  with  mj  hanc 
sunk  on  the  floor. 

He  had,  however,  seen  me  lirst ;  for,  in  a  voioe  sH 

articulate,  he  exclii.imed,  "  My  (iod  !  does  Cm^liiifl  Bt< 

still  live !  "  ! 

Mrs.  Selwyn  said  something,  bat  Iconldnot  tist^tol 

and  in  a  few  minutes  he  added,  "  Lift  up  thy  head — if 

sight  has  not  blasted  thee !— lift  up  thy  head,  than  in 

of  my  long  lost  Caroline  !  " 

^Sscted  beyond  meaauie,  1  \ia.\l  otobb,  and  embn 

bis  knees,  while  yet  on  nvy  own. 

"Tea,  yes,"  ci-ied  bo,  looking  e.a.TO.eslVj  "oiTn.^  l»i 


imam.  ^ot 

•.e,  I  886  thoa  art  her  child  !  she  liTee — she  breathea, — Bhe 
pfeBent  to  my  view !— Oh,  God,  that  she  indeed  liveii  ! — 
■O,  child,  go,"  added  he,  wildly  starting,  and  pushing  me 
■ova.  him  :  "  tiike  her  away,  Madam, — I  cannot  heiiT  to 
ook  at  her !  "  And  then,  breaking  hastily  from  me,  ho 
out  of  the  rooni. 

m.otionleBS  myself,  I  attempted  not  to  stop 
but  Mra,  Sehvyn,  bafltening  after  him,  CHught  hold 
tiis  arm:  "Leave  me.  Madam,"  cried  he,  with  qniok- 
isB,  "  and  take  care  of  the  poor  child  :— bid  her  not  think 
e  unkind;  tell  her,  I  wonld  at  this  moment  plunge  a 
igger  in  my  heart  to  serre  her :  but  she  has  set  my  brain 
[  fire  ;  and  I  can  see  her  no  more !  "  Then,  with  a  violence 
most  frantic,  he  ran  tip  staira. 

Oh,  Sir,  had  I  not  indeed  e;iiise  to  dvead  this  interview  P 
■aa  interview  so  unspeakably  painful  and  afRicting  to  q 
ith  !  Mre.  Selwyn  would  htive  immediately  returned  td 
flifton ;  but  I  entreated  her  to  wait  some  time,  in  the  hope 
lat  lay  unhappy  father,  when  his  first  emotion  was  over, 
'ould  again  besr  me  in  his  sight.  However,  he  soon  after 
mt  his  servant  to  enqnire  how  T  did ;  and  to  tell  Mrs. 
elwyn  he  was  mach  indisposed,  but  woald  hope  for  the 
onour  of  seeing  her  to-raorrow,  at  any  time  Bhe  would 
lease  to  appoint. 
She  fixed  upon  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  then, 
ith  a  heavy  heai-t,  I  got  into  the  chariot.  Those  afflict- 
ig  words,  I  axil:  see  her  no  more !  were  never  a  moment 
bsent  from  my  mind. 
Yet  the  sight  of  Lord  Orville,  who  handed  us  from  the 
irriage,  gave  some  relief  to  tlie  sadness  of  my  thonghts; 
could  not,  however,  enter  npon  the  painful  subject;  bu^ 
ftgging  Mrs.  Selwyn  to  satisfy  him,  I  went  to  my  own 

As  soon  as  I  coinmunicated  to  the  good  Mrs.  Clinton 
le  present  situation  of  my  sffairs,  an  idea  occurred  to  her 
■hich  seemed  to  clear  np  all  the  mystery  of  my  having 
Ben  so  long  disowned. 

The   woman,  she    says,  who   attended  my  ever-to-be- 
Igretted  mother  in  her  last  illness,  and  who  u.n.twA.Ta&'AtffL 
rat  loar  months  of  my  life,  aooo  «.tteT  \»Mi%  S^S!fioa*«*' 
nn  jom-  bouse,  left  Berry  HiH  entYTOVj ,  WWa  \i««  Vfiw^' 


yfha  was  bat  six  weeks  older  than  myself.  Mra.  Clinton 
remembers,  iiiat  her  quitting  the  pla^re  appeared,  at  the 
time,  very  extraordinary  to  the  neigliboiirs ;  bnt,  as  shs 
was  never  heard  of  afterwariis,  she  wa-a  by  degrees  qnite 
forgotten. 

The  moment  this  wris  mentioned,  it  fitruck  Mrs.  Selwyn, 
aa  well  as  Mrs.  Clinton  herself,  that  my  fatber  bad  been 
imposed  npon ;  and  that  the  nurse,  who  said  she  h&d 
brought  bis  child  to  him,  had,  in  fa«t,  carried  her  own. 

The  name  by  which  I  was  known,  fcbe  secrecy  obgerved 
in  regard  to  mj  family,  and  the  retirement  in  whiiih  1 
lired,  all  conspired  to  render  this  scheme,  however  daring 
and  fraudnlent,  by  no  means  impracticable  ;  and,  in  short, 
the  idea  was  no  sooner  Btarted,  than  conviction  seemed  to 
follow  it, 

Mrs.  Selwjn  determined  immediately  to  diaoover  (ia 
tmtb  or  mistake  of  this  conjecture  ;  tlierefore,  the  momeot 
p'le  had  dined,  she  walked  to  the  Hot  Wells,  attended  Iff 
Mrs.  Clinton. 

I  waited  in  niy  room  tOl  her  return  ;  and  then  hearf 
the  following  account  of  her  visit ; 

She  found  my  poor  fiithcr  in  great  agitation.  She 
immediately  informed  him  of  the  occasion  of  her  so  speedy 
retnm,  and  of  her  suspicions  of  the  woman  who  had  pre- 
tended to  convey  to  him  his  child.  Interrupting  her  witi. 
qniokness,  he  said  be  had  just  sent  her  from  bis  presence; 
that  the  certainty  I  carried  in  my  countenance  of  my  reil 
birth,  made  him,  the  moment  he  had  recovered  from  * 
surprise  which  had  almost  deprived  bira  of  reason,  Buspeot, 
himself,  the  imposition  she  mentioned.  He  had  therefore 
sent  for  the  woman,  and  questioned  her  with  the  ntcoort 
austerity  ;  she  turned  pale,  and  was  extremely  embarrassed; 
but  still  she  persisted  in  affinning,  that  she  had  reB% 
brought  him  the  daughter  of  Lady  Belmont.  Hia  perplex* 
ity,  he  said,  almost  distracted  him :  he  bad  ahaays  ob- 
aerved,  that  his  daughter  bore  no  resemblance  to  either  of 
her  parents  ;  but,  as  he  had  never  doubted  the  veraci^  ot 
the  nnrse,  this  circumstance  did  not  give  birth  to  any 
eaapiGJoii. 
At  Mrs.  Selwyn's  desire,  the  womwi  •wa's,  ■i^siiu  caiitAi 
and  interrogated  with  equal  artani  ecNci^'c^  ■,  Vct  cqwUbw* 


evident,  and  her  answers  often  CMntradictory  ;  yet  she 
declared  she  was  no  impostor.     "  We  will  see  that  in 

minute,"  said  Mrs.    Selwjn ;    and    then    deaired   Mrs. 

!nton   might  be   called    up    stairs.     The   poor  wretch, 

uiging'  colonr,  would  Lnvo  escaped  oat  of  the   room  ; 

t,  l)eing  prevented,  dropt  on  hei"  knees,  and  implored 

giveneaa.     A  confession  of  tlie  whole  affair  was  then 

»rted  from  her. 

Doubtless,  my  dear  Sir,  jon  must  remember  Dame  Q-reeti, 

0  was  my  first  nurse.  The  deceit  she  has  practised  was 
fgeated,  she  says,  by  a  conversation  she  overheard  j  in 
ich  my  unhappy  mother  besought  you,  that,  if  her  child 
■vived  her,  you  would  take  the  sole  care  of  its  education  ; 
1,  in  particular,  if  it  should  be  a  female,  yon  would  by 
moaUB  part  with  her  in  early  life.  You  not  only  con- 
ited,  she  says,  but  assured  her  you  would  even  retire 
■oad  with  me  yourself,  if  my  father  should  importu- 
»ly  demand  me.  Her  own  iihild,  she  said,  was  then  in 
'  arms ;  and  she  could  not  forbear  wishing  it  were  pos- 
le  to  give  her  the  fortnne  which  seemed  SO  little  valaed 

me.  This  wish  once  raised  was  not  easily  suppressed; 
the  contrary,  what  at  first  appenred  a  mere  idle  desire, 
a  short  time  seemed  a  feasible  scheme.     Her  husband 

1  dead,  and  she  had  little  regard  for  any  body  but  her 
,d ;  and,  in  short,  having  saved  money  for  the  journey, 

contrived  to  enquire  a  direction  to  my  father ;  and, 
ing  her  neighbours  she  was  going  to  settle  in  Devon- 
«,  she  set  out  on  her  expedition. 

Vhen  Mrs.  Helwyn  asked  her  how  she  dared  perpetrate 
ii  a  fraud,  she  protested  she  had  no  ill  designs;  but 
b,  as  Miss  would  be  never  the  worse  for  it,  she  thought 
ity  nobody  should  be  the  better. 

ler  success  we  are  already  acquainted  with.  Indeed 
lathing  seemed  to  contribute  towards  it;    my  father 

no  correspondent  at  Berry  Hill ;    the  child  w 
itly  sent  to  France ;    where,  being  brought  up 
ih  retirement  as  myself,  nothing  but   accident  conl^J 
lOver  the  frand. 

jid  here  let  mo  indulge  myself  in  observing,  and  ta^vs 
to  observe,  that  the  total  neglect  1  t\io\i^'ii  \  ■mfc'^  "^ 
aot  the  effect  of  insensibiAity  oi  miiaiiiD.«aai  '^**'  * 
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impoBition  and  error ;  and  that,  iit  the  very  time  we 
eluded  I  was  mmatnrally  rejected,  my  deluded  ft 
meant  to  show  me  moat  favour  and  proteetion. 

He  acknowledges  that  Lady  Howard's  letter  Aaug 
into  aome  perplexity  :  he  immediately  communicated 
Dame  Gi-een,  who  confeased  it  waa  the  greatest  shoci 
had  ever  received  in  her  life  ;  yet  she  had  the  art 
boldness  to  assert,  tlmt  Lady  Howard  must  herself 
been  deceived  ;  and  as  she  had,  from  the  beginning  ol 
enterpriae,  declared  she  had  stolen  away  the  child  wil 
yonr  knowledge,  he  concluded  that  some  deceit  was 
intended  him;  and  this  thotight  oecaaioned  his  al 
answer. 

Dame  Green  owned,  that,  from  the  moment  the  jos 
to  England  was  settled,  she  gave  herBelf  up  for  loHt, 
her  hope  was  to  have  had  her  daughter  married  heft 
took  place  j  for  which  reason  she  had  so  much  pron 
Mr.  Macartney's  addresses ;  for  though  such  a  matoti 
inadeqaate  to  the  preteusioaa  of  Miss  Belmont,  she 
knew  it  was  far  superior  to  those  her  daughter  conM  : 
after  the  discovery  of  her  birth. 

My  first  enquiry  was,  if  this  innocent  danghter  wa 
acquainted  with  the  afiair?  "No,"  Mrs,  Selwynaiwcl! 
was  any  plan  settled  how  to  divulge  it  to  her.  PoOT 
fortunate  girl !  how  hard  is  her  fate  I  She  is  entitle 
my  kindest  offices,  and   I  shall  always  consider  her  M 

J  then  asked  whether  my  father  would  again  alloK 

"Why,  DO,  m.y  dear,  not  yet,'  answered  she;  "he 
clares  the  sight  of  you  is  too  much  for  him  ;  hoivevel 
are  to  settle  everything  concerning  yon  to-morrow; 
this  woman  took  up  all  our  time  to-day." 

This  Tuoming,  therefore,  she  is  again  gone  to  dia 
Wells.    I  am  waiting  in  al!  impatience  for  ' 
as  I  know  yon  will  be  anxious  for  the  ac 
oontaias,  I  will  not  delay  sending  it. 


l.BTTKB    LXXIX. 

EVKr.lNA    IN    C'jNTIffOATlON.  -H 

October  9tL 
J  OW  agitated,  my  dear  Sir,  is  the  present  life  of  yonr 
-1   Evelina!  every  day  soemH  imfiortant,  and  one  event 
ly  a,  prelude  to  anotber- 

ilrs.  Selwyn,  upon  her  return  tliia  nioming  from  the 
Dt  Wella,  entering  my  room  very  abruptly,  said,  "  Oh,  my 
ar,  I  have  terrible  newe  for  you  !  " 
"  For  me.  Ma'am  !— Good  God  !  what  now  ?  " 
"  Arm  youTsetE,"  cried  she,  "  with  all  your  Berry  Hill 
liloBophy ; — con  over  every  lesaon  of  fortitude  or  leaigna- 
>n  yon  ever  leamt  in  your  life  j^for  know,— yon  are  nest 
Wk  to  be  married  to  Lord  Orville  I  " 

JJonbt,  astonishment,  and  a  kind  of  perturbation  I  can 
it  describe,  made  this  abrupt  communication  alarm  me 
teemely ;  and,  almost  breathless,  I  could  only  eiolaim, 
Sood  God,  Madam,  what  do  yon  tell  me  !  " 
"  Ton  may  well  be  frightened,  my  dear,"  said  she, 
onically ;  "  for  really  there  is  soniethiiig  mighty  terrific 
becoming,  at  om;e,  the  wife  of  the  m.aii  yon  adore, — and 
Countess !  " 

lI  intreated  her  to  spare  her  raiilory,  and  tell  me  her  real 

janing.     She  conld  not  prevail  with  herself  to  grant  the 

H  request,  though  she  readily  complied  with  the  second. 

■My  poor  father,  she  said,  was  stiU  in  the  utmost  uneasi- 

IBS  :  he  entered  upon  hia  affairs  with  great  opuuness,  and 

Id  her,  he  was  equally  disturbed  how  to  dispose  either  of 

)  daughter  he  had  discovered,  or  the  daughter  he  was 

w  to  give  up;   the  former  he  dreaded  to  trast  himself 

l^fritb  again  beholding,  and  the  latter  ho  knew  not  how  to 

kehook  with  the  intelligence  of  her  disgrace.      Mrs.  Selwyn 

'   ihen  acquainted  him  with  my  altuatiou  in  regai-d  to  Lord 

Oryille :    this  delighted   liim   extremely ;    and,  when   hu 

heard  of  hie  Lordship's  eagerness,  he  said  he  was  himself 

of  opinion,  the  sooner  the  union  took  plafo  the  better ;  and, 

in  return,  be  informed  her  of  t>io  aSavr  lA  "^t  ."^?«as!«^"i 

I  "Aiid,    after  a.   very   long  cOnvevSAtSi^B,"    to-oSvasiR&- 
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Selwyn,  "  we  agi-eeil,  that  tte  moat  eligible  acheme  forifil 
parties  would  be,  to  bave  botb  the  real  and  the  fictitioail 
daughter  maiTied  withont  delay.  Therefore,  if  either  tt\ 
you  have  any  iiKilination  to  pull  caps  for  the  title  of  Mia' 
Belmont,  you  must  do  it  with  all  speed,  as  next  week 
take  from  both  of  you  all  pretenaions  to  it." 

"  Next  week  ! — dear  Madam,  what  a  sfcrange  plan  !— 
wittout  my  being  consulted, —  without  applying  to  Hx. 
Villars, — withont  even  the  concurrence  of  Lord  Orville!" 

"As  to  cnnsulting  yau,  my  dear,  it  waB  out  of  all  qaes- 
tion ;  because,  yon  know,  youDg  ladies'  heariu  and  hands 
are  always  to  be  given  with  reluctance ; — as  to  Mr.  Villars, 
it  is  sufficient  we  know  him  for  your  friend  ;- 
Lord  Orville,  he  is  a  party  concerned." 

"  A  party  concerned  ! — you  amaze  me  I  " 

"Why,  yea ;  for,  as  I  found  oar  consultation  likely  io 
redound  to  his  advantage,  I  persu^ed  Hit  John  to  eendfm 

"  Send  for  him  ! — Good  God  !  " 

"  Tes  ;  and  Sir  John  agreed.  I  told  the  servant,  thai  it 
he  could  not  hoar  of  his  Lordship  in  the  house,  he  might  be 
pretty  certain  of  encountering  him  ia  the  arbonr. — Why  ' 
you  colour,  my  dear  ? — Well,  he  t  '" 

I  introduced   him   to    Sir  John 
business." 

"  I  am  very,  very  sorry  for  it  !- 
self  think  thia  conduct  strangely  precipitate." 

"  Mb,  ray  dear,  yoa  are  mistaken  ;  fjord  Orville  has  too 
much  good  sense.  Everything  was  then  discussed  in  > 
rational  manner.  You  are  to  he  man'ied  privately,  thoogh 
not  BBcretiy,  and  then  go  to  one  of  his  Lordship's  conn^ 
seats :  and  poor  Ettle  Miaa  Green  and  your  brother,  fftiii 
have  no  house  of  their  own,  mnat  go  to  one  of  Sir  John's." 

"  But  why,  my  dear  Madam,  why  all  thia  haste  p  nkj 
may  we  not  be  allowed  a  Httle  longer  time  ?  " 

'■  I  could  give  yon  a  thousand  reasons,"  answered  abe, 
"  hut  that  I  am  tolerably  certain  two  or  Hiree  will  be  more 
than  yott  can  controvert,  even  with  all  the  logic  of  gennine 
coquetry.  In  the  first  place,  you  doubtteBS  wIbIi  to  quit  tte' 
hoaae  of  Mrs.  Beaumont ;  to  w\ici«a,  tVero,  eao,  '■*' 

mch  propriety  remove  aa  to  Lord  OtviW*;" 


s  with  us  in  a  moment! 
and    we    proceeded  to 

— Loi'd  Orville  m-ust  him- 


:m 
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"  Surely,  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  I  am  not  more  destitnl 
now  than  when  I  thonght  myself  an  orphan." 

"  Tour  father,  my  dear,"  anewered  she,  "  is  willing 
save  the  little  impostor  as  much  of  the  mortification  of  her 
disgrace  as  is  in  Lis  power  -  now,  if  you  immediatoly  take 
her  plnco,  according  to  your  rijrht,  as  Miss  Belmont,  why, 
not  all  that  either  of  you  can  do  for  her,  will  prevent  her 
being  etomally  stigmatiaed  as  the  bantling  of  Dame  Green, 
wash-woman  and  wet  nurse,  of  Berry  Hill,  Dorsetshire. 
Now  such  a  genenlogy  will  not  be  very  flattering,  even 
Mr.  Macartney,  who,  all-diamal  afl  he  is,  you  will  find  by 
means  wanting  in  pride  and  8elf-con sequence," 

"  For  the  universe,"  interrupted  I,  "  I  would   not 
ticcessary   to    the    degradation   you   mention  ;    but   Burel^ 
Madam,  I  may  return  to  Berry  Hill  ?  " 

"By  no  means,"  said  she  ;  "for  though  compassion  may 
make  us  wish  to  sive  the  poor  girJ  tie  confusion  of 
immediate  and  puhlio  fall,  yet  justice  demands  you  shoi 
appear  henceforward  in  no  other  light  thnu  that  of 
John  Belmont's  daughter.  Besides,  between  friends, 
who  know  the  world,  can  etie  that  half  this  prodigioi 
delicacy  for  tlie  little  utturpca"  is  the  mere  result  of  ael 
interest ;  for,  while  her  affairs  are  hnshed  up.  Sir  John's,  you 
know,  are  kept  from  being  brought  further  to  light.  Tfow 
the  double  marriage  we  have  projected  obviates  all  rational 
objections.  Sir  John  will  give  you  immediately  £30,000  ; 
all  eettlements,  and  so  forth,  will  he  made  for  yon  in  the 
name  of  Evelina  Belmont  :— Mr.  Macartney  will  at  the 
same  time  take  poor  Polly  Green  ;  and  yet,  at  first,  it  will 
only  be  generally  known  that  a  daughter  of  Sir  John  Selmonl 

In  this  manner,  though  she  did  not  convince  me,  yet  the 
quickness  of  her  arguments  silenced  and  perplexed  me.  I 
enquired,  however,  if  I  might  not  he  permitted  to  again  see 
my  father,  or  whether  I  must  regard  myself  as  banished  his 
presence  for  ever  ? 

"  My  dear,"  said  she,  "  he  does  not  know  you  :  he  con- 
cludes that  you  have  been  bronght  up  to  detest  him  ;  and 
therefore  he  is  rather  prepiired  to  dread  than  to  love  you." 

kThia  answer  made  ine  very  unho.'p^-j  ;  V  ■9i\'s\\^, -oiss^ 
fiatieDtiy,  to  ivsmove  his  prejuAicp,  aiii  uTv&(«i.NQ"».t . '^^ 
I I 


gio^^^H 
aelf^^         I 
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dutiful  Bfisiduity,  to  engage  lils  kindness ;  ; 

how  to  propose  seeing  hira,  while  consciona  lie  wibIm 

avoid  me. 

This  evening',  as  soon  as  the  com]>aDj'  was  enpaged 
cards,  Lord  Orvillo  esei-ted  his  utmost  eloquence  to  I'l 
cile  me  to  this  hasty  plan  ;  but  how  was  I  startled  when  In 
told  me  that  next  Tuesday  was  the  day  appointed  by  mj 
father  to  be  the  most  imporbint  of  my  life  ! 

"  Next  Tuesday  !  "  repeated  I,  quite  oiit  of  broatJi,  "  01^ 
my  Lord  ! — " 

"  Mj  sweet  Evelina,"  said  he,  "  the  day  which  will  mBb 
me  the  happiest  of  moj-tals,  would  pvobably  appear  awfolto 
yon,  were  it  to  be  deferred  a  twelvemonth.  Mrs.  Selwyn 
has,  doubtless,  acquainted  you  withthemany  motives  which, 
independent  of  my  eagerness,  require  it  to  be  speedy; 
Buffer,  therefore,  its  acceleration,  and  generously  complete 
my  felicity,  by  endeavouring  to  suffer  it  without  repng- 

"  Indeed,  ray  Lord,  I  would  not  wilfully  raise  objectiiMS, 
nor  do  I  desii'e  to  appear  inBCneible  of  the  honour  of  joat 
good  opinion ; — but  there  is  something  in  thia  plan — so  very 
hasty— so  unreasonably  precipitate  :— besides,  T  shall  have 
no  time  to  heaj  from  Berry  Hill ;— and  believe  mei  mj 
Lord,  I  sliould  be  for  ever  miserable,  were  I,  in  a.u  affair  M 
important,  to  act  without  the  sanction  of  Mr,  Villara'l 
advice." 

He  offered  to  wait  on  you  himself  :  bat  I  told  him  I  lud 
rather  write  to  you.  And  then  he  proposed,  that,  insteid 
of  my  immediately  accompanying  him  to  Lineolnshire,  ire 
should  first  pass  a  month  at  mn)  native  Derri/  Hill. 

This  was,  indeed,  a  grateful  proposal  to  me,  and  I  listened 
to  it  with  undisguised  pleasure.  And,  in  short,  I  wad 
obliged  to  consent  to  a  compi-omiae,  in  merely  deferring  tli6 
day  till  Thursdaj  !  He  readily  undertook  to  engage  mf 
father's  concurrence  in  this  little  delay  ;  and  I  besoagU 
him,  at  the  aam.e  time,  to  make  use  of  his  influenoe  lo 
obtain  me  a  second  interview,  and  to  represent  the  deep 
concern  I  felt  in  being  thus  banished  hie  sight. 

He  would  then  have  spoken  of  settlements ;  bnt  I 
hJm  I  WAS  almost  ignoraiit  of  the  word. 
And  now,  mj  dearest  Sir,  -wiVat «  -jomv  o^oviijn^ 


sty  proceedinga  F     Believe  me,  I  half  regret  the  simple 
lilitj-  with  whjcli  I  have  suffered  myself  to  be  hurried 
compliance  ;  and,   should  you  Btart  bnt  the  amalleat 
jectlonj  I  will  yet  insist  apon  being  allowed  more  time. 
I  must  now  write  a  concise  account  of  the  state  of  inj 

lira  to  Howiird  Grove,  and  to  Madame  Dnval.  ^ 

.dieo,  dearest  and  most  honoured  Sir !  everything  J 

aends    upon   jour   single   decision ;    U 
ngli  I  yield  in  trembling,  I  yield  implicitlv. 


LETTER    IjXXS. 

EVELINA    FN    CONTINUATION. 

Oct.  llift,] 

ESTERDAT  morning,  ub  soon  as  bre;ikfast  was  o 

Lord  OiTiIle  went  to  the  Hot  Wells,  to  wait  upon  my 
ler  with  my  double  petition. 

Ii-s.  BoiLumont  then,  in  general  terms,  proposed  a  walk 
,tlie  garden.     Mrs.  Selwyn  said  she  had  letters  to  wriia ; 
bub  Lady  Louisa  rose  to  accompany  Mrs.  Beaumont. 

I  had  had  some  I'eason  to  imagine,  from  the  notice  with 
which  hor  Ladyship  had  honoured  mo  during  breakfast, 
that  her  brother  had  acquainted  her  with  my  pi 
sitnation  ;  and  her  behaviour  now  confirmed  my  oonjectui 
for,  when  I  would  hfivo  gone  up  stairs,  instead  of  soifei 
me,  aa  nsua!,  to  pass  disregarded,  she  called  after  me  y 
an  affected  surprise,  "Misa  Aaville,  don't  yon  walk  wil 
ns?  " 

Thai*  seemed  something  so  little-minded  in  this  sudden 
change  of  conduct,  that,  from  an  involnntaiy  motion  ol 
contempt,  I  thanked  her  with  a  coldness  like  her  own,  and 
declined  her  offer.  Yet,  observing  that  she  bloshed  ex- 
tremely at  my  refusal,  and  recollecting  she  was  sister  to 
Lord  Orville,  my  indignation  subsided  ;  and,  upon  Mrs. 
Beaumont  repeating  the  invitation,  I  accepted  it. 

Our  walk  proved  extremely  dull :  Mrs.  Beaumont,  who 
never  says  much,  was  more  silent  than  usual ;  Lady  Louisa 
jtrove  in  vain  to  lay  aside  the  restraint  and  dietanae  eh« 
Ku  bitherto  preserved ;  and,  na  to  vne,  \  wis  Ui^i  <iWVSB«s^» 
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of  the  oircnni stances  to  whii-li  I  owed  tbeir  attei 
feel  either  pride  or  pleasure  from  receiving  it. 

Lord  Orville  was  not  long  absent:  he  joined 
garden  with  ii  look  of  gaiety  and  good  hnmour  that  revivJi 
ns  all.  "  You  ai«  just  the  party,"  aaid  he,  "  I  wished  to  ax 
together.  Will  you.  Madam  (taking  my  LandJ,  allow  msi 
the  honOTir  of  introducing  you,  by  your  real  name,  to  two 
of  my  nearest  relations  ?  Mrs.  Beaumont,  give  me  leaveto* 
yjresent  to  yon  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Belmont,  a  yoni^ 
lady  who,  I  am  sare,  must  long  since  have  engaged  your 
esteem  and  admiration,  though  you  were  a  strangei"  to  ha 
hii-th." 

"  My  Lord,"  said  Mrs.  Beaumont,  grafiioualy  saluting  me, 
"  the  young  lady's  rank  in  life,  your  Lordship's  reeom- 
mendation,  or  her  own  merit,  would,  any  one  of  them,  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  entitled  her  to  my  regai'd;  audi 
hope  she  has  always  met  with  tliat  respect  in  my  houn 
wluch  is  ao  much  her  due  ;  though,  had  I  heen  soonsr  made 
iicquainted  with  her  family,  1  should  doubtless  have  better 
known  how  to  have  secured  it." 

"MiBB  Belmont,"  said  Lord  Orville,  "can  receive  sa 
lustre  from  family,  whatever  she  may  give  to  it,  Louisa, 
you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  happy  to  make  yourself  an  intersEt 
in  the  friendship  of  Miaa  Belmont,  whom  I  hope  shortl; 
(tissing  my  hand,  and  joining  it  with  her  Ladyship's)  to 
have  the  happinesa  of  presenting  to  jou  by  yet  another 
name,  and  by  the  moat  endearing  of  all  titles." 

I  believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  whose  cheeka  were, 
at  that  moment,  of  the  deepest  dye,  Lady  Louisa's  or  my 
own ;  for  the  conscious  pride  with  which  she  bas  hitherta 
slighted  me,  gave  to  her  an  embarrassment  which  equalled 
the  confusion  that  an  introduction  so  nnespected  gave  to 
mo.  She  aaluted  me,  however ;  and,  with  a  faint  smilt^ 
said,  "  I  shall  esteem  myself  very  happy  to  profit  by  tho 
houonr  of  Miss  Belmonfc'a  acquaintance." 

I  only  courtsied,  and  we  walked  on  ;  but  it  was  evidonti 
from  the  little  surprise  they  expressed,  that  they  had  boen 
already  informed  of  the  state  of  the  affair. 

We  were  soon  after  joined  by  move  company  :  and  Lord 
OrriJle  then,  in  ft  low  voice,  took  an  o^^-AaiiA-^  \a  VtU.mfl 
theauceesB  of  his  visit.     In  \,\ie  fe.TQt-e\a.ca,Ttat!CTasq  ■<»« 
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agreed  to  ;  and,  in  the  Heoond,  mj  father,  he  said,  was  mach 
concerned  to  hear  of  laj  nneaeineSB  ;  Bent  me  his  falesemg ; 
and  complied  with  my  request  of  seeing'  him,  with  the  same 
readiness  he  should  agree  to  any  other  I  coald  make.  Lord 
Orville,  therefore,  settled  that  I  should  wait  upon  him  in 
the  evening,  and,  at  his  particular  reqnest,  unaccompanied 
by  Mrs-  Selwyn.  , 

This  kind  message,  and  the  prospect  of  so  soon  seeing 
him,  gave  me  sensations  of  mixed  pleasure  and  pain,  which 
wholly  occnpied  my  mind  till  the  time  of  my  going  to  the 
Hot  "Wells. 

Mrs.  Beaumont  lent  me  her  chariot,  and  Lord  Orville 
absolutely  insisted  upon  attending  me.  "  If  you  go  alone," 
said  he,  "  Mrs.  Selwyn  will  certainly  be  offended  ;  bat  if 
you  aJlow  me  to  conduct  you,  though  she  may  give  the 
freer  scope  to  lier  '.■aJllery,  she  cannot  possibly  be  affronted  ; 
and  we  had  much  better  suffer  her  langhter,  than  provoke 
her  satire." 

Indeed,  I  most  own,  I  haa  no  reason  to  regret  being 
accompanied ;    for  his  oonveraation  supported  my  apiritB 
from  drooping,  and  made  the  ride  seem  so  short,  that 
actually  stopped  at  my  fathei^'s  door,  before  I  knew  w( 
proceeded  ten  yards. 

He  handed  mo  from  the  carriiige,  (vnd  conducted  ir 
the   parlour,  at  the  door  of  which  I   was  met   by 
Macartney.     "Ah,  my  dear  brother,"  cried  I,  "how  happy 
am  I  to  see  you  hero  !  " 

He  bowed,  and  thanked  mo.  Lord  Orville,  then,  hold- 
ing out  his  hand,  said,  "  Mr,  Macartney,  I  hope  we  shall 
be  better  acquainted  ;  I  promise  myself  much  pleasure  from 
cultivating  your  friendship." 

"Tour  Lordship  does  me  hut  too  much  hononr,"  an- 
swered Mr.  Macartney. 

"  But  where,"  cried  I,  "  is  my  sister  ?  for  so  I  must  al- 
ready call,  and  always  consider  her ; — I  am  afraid  she 
avoids  me  ; — you  must  endeavour,  my  denr  brother,  to  pre- 
possess her  in  my  favour,  and  reconcile  her  to  owning  me." 

"Oh,  Madam,"  cried  he,  "you  are   all  goodness   and 
benevolence  !  but  at  present  I  hope  yon.  vnlL«x<::n!A'b» 
I  fear  she  has  hardiy  fortitude  anffirae-ttt  \f>  w>«  ■^wa." 
short  tinto  perb&pn — " 
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"la  a  very  abort  time,  tiien,"  Biud  Lord  Orville,  "  1  htm 
you  will  yonrBelf  introdnoe  her,  and  that  we  shall  have  til 
pleaenre  ol  wiehing  jouboth  joy  ;  allow  me,  my  Eve\iaA,\n 
Hay  we,  and  permit  vxc,  iu  your  iihiu«,  aa  well  as  ray  owl, 
to  entreat  that  tbc  first  giici^l^  we  sball  bavo  tbe  Imppinvn 
of  receiving  may  be  Mr.  ajid  Mrs.  Macartney." 

A  servant  tben  came.to  beg  1  would  walk  up  stairs. 

I  besought  Lord  Orville  to  accompany  me ;  but  he  feaicd 
tbe  displeasnre  of  Sir  John,  who  bad  desired  to  see  me 
alone.  He  led  me,  however,  to  tbe  foot  of  tbe  stairs,  and 
made  the  kindest  efforts  to  give  me  courage  :  but  indeedia 
did  not  BDcceed ;  for  tbe  interview  appealed  to  nie  in  all 
its  terrors,  and  left  me  no  feeling  bat  npprebenaion. 

The  moment  I  reached  the  landing-plnce,  the  drawing 
I'OOm  door  waa  opened:  and  my  fntber,  with  a  voipe- ol 
fcindneaa,  called  out,  "  My  child,  is  it  yon  ?  " 

"  Tea,  Sir,"  cried  I,  epriuging  forward,  and  kneeling  U 
hie  feet,  "  it  is  yonr  child,  if  jon  will  own  her  I  " 

He  knelt  by  my  side,  and,  folding  me  in  his  arms, "  Own 
thee,"  repeated  he,  "yea,  loy  poor  girl,  and  Heaven  knOwB 
with  what  bitter  contrition  !  "  Then,  raising  both  biimdf 
lind  me,  he  bronght  me  into  the  drawing-room,  shut  tfie 
door,  and  took  me  to  ibe  window ;  where,  looking  at  na 
with  great  earnestness,  "  Poor  unhappy  Caroline !  "  cried 
be ;  and,  to  my  inexpressible  concern,  he  burst  into  tors- 
Need  I  tell  you,  my  dear  Sir,  how  mine  flowed  at  tbe  si^t? 

I  would  again  have  embraced  bis  knees  ;  but,  hnrryiOf 
from  me,  he  flung  himself  upon  a  sofa,  and,  lenning  hii 
face  on  bis  anna,  seemed  for  some  time  absorbed  in  bitter- 
leea  of  grief. 

I  ventured  not  to  interrupt  a  sorrow  I  so  much  respectod; 
but  waited  in  silence,  and  at  a  distimce,  till  he  recovered 
from  its  violence.  Sut  then  it  seemed  in  a  moment  to^n 
way  lo  a  kind  of  frantic  fury  ;  for  starting  suddenly,  with 
a  Btemness  which  at  once  surprised  and  fi-ightened  nn, 
"  CbUd,"  cried  he,  "  hast  thou  yet  sufficiently  hnmbled  tiij 
father  ?— if  thou  haat,  be  contented  with  tbis  proof  of  my 
weakoees,  and  no  longer  force  thyself  into  my  preaenoe!" 

2'iiuDderHtnick  by  a  c(imiaa.iwl  so  nneipected,  I  stNld' 
et'll  and  speecblesK,  and  douVAei  -wW^Xvev  tk^ 
liot  deceive  me. 


;o,  go  !  "  cried  he,  paaBionately ;  "  in  pity— 

—if  tliou  valuust  my  senses,  Iwive  me, — and  f 

*  I  will,  I  will,"  oried  I,  greatly  lerritied  ;  and  I  n 

Istilj  towarfs  fclie  door :  yet,  Btopping  whea  I  reached  i 

td,  alraOHt  involuntapily,  dropping  on  my  knees,  "  VouolJ 

safe,"  cried  I,  "  Oh,  Sii',  vouchsafe  bnt  once  to  bless  yo| 

daughter,  and  her  sisht  fihall  never  more  offend  you  I  " 

"  Alas,"  cried  he,  m  a,  softened  roice,  "  I  am  not  wt 

to  blesB  thee  ! — I  am  cot  worthy  to  call  thee  danghfcer!- 

am  not  worthy  that  the  fair  light  of  Heaven  should  visit 

my  eyes  ! — Oh  God  !  that  I  conld  but  esall  back  the  time 

ere  thou  wast  born, — or  else  bury   ita   remembrance  in 

eternal  oblivion  !  " 

"  Would  to  Heaven,"  cried  I,  "  that  the  sight  of  me 
less  terrible  to  yon  !    that,  instead  of  irritating,    I  ( 
soothe  your  sorrows!— Oh  Sir,  how  th^inkfuUy  wonld  1 
then  proTti  my  dnty,  even  at  the  hazard  of  my  life ! 

"  Are  you  no  kind  P  "    cried  he,  gently ;  "  come  hith 
child; — rise,  Evelina: — -Alaa,  it  ta  for  me  to  kneel,— 
yon  ; — and  I  woidd  kneel, — I  would  crawl  npon  the  ei 
— -I  would  kiss  the  dust, — could  I,  by  such  submission,  i 
tain  the  forgiveness  of    the   ropreaemtative  of   the 
injured  of  women  I  " 

"Oh,  Sir,"  esoliiiraed  I,  "that  you  could  but  read  my 
heart !— -that  you  could  but  see  tie  filial  teuderneaa  and 
concern  with  which  it  overflows ! — you  would  not  then  talk 
thns, — yon  would  not  then  banisb  me  your  presence,  and 
exclude  me  from  year  affection  !  " 

"  Good  God,"  cried  be,  "is  it  then  possible  that  you  do 
not  hate  me  ? — Can  the  child  of  the  wronged  Caroline  look 
at,— -and  not  execrate  me  ?    Wast  tbou  not  born  to  abhovp^ 
and  bred  to  curse  me  ?    Did  not  tiiy  motber  bequeath  the 
ber  blessing  on  condition  that  thoa  shonld'st  detest  b 
avoid  me  P" 

"  Oh  no,  no,  no  I  "  cried  1  ;  "  think  not  bo  unkindly  of 
her,  nor  so  hivrdly  of  mo."  I  then  took  from  my  pocket- 
book  her  last  letter ;  and,  pressing  it  t«  my  lips,  with  a 
'Irembling  hand,  and  still  upon  my  kneea,  1  WiiiS.  ■i'jX.  \» 


t 


'tiJr  simtchinff  it   from  i 
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[  he,  "  'tis  her  writing — Whenue  comes  thia  ? — who 
yon  — why  had  I  it  not  sooner  ?  " 

I  made  no  answer ;  his  vehemence  intimidated  i 
I  ventured  not  to  move   from    the  snppliant  posture  in 
which  I  had  put  myself. 

He  went  from  me  to  the  window,  whei 
for  some  time  rivetted  upon  the  direction  of  the  letter, 
though  his  hand  shook  so  violently  he  could  hardly  hold  it. 
Then,  bringing  it  to  me,  "  Open  it," — cried  he, — "  for  I 
cannot !  " 

I       I  had  myself  hardly  strength  to  obey  him  :  but  when  1 
.   had,  he  took  it  back,  and  walked  hastily  up  and  dow 

room,  SB  if  dreading  to  read  it.     At  length,  torniug  to  me, 

t   "  Do  you  know,"  cried  he,  "  its  cont-ents  p  " 

I       "  So,  Sir,"  answered  I,  "  it  hsH  never  been  unBoalod." 

I       He  then  again  went  to  the  window,  and  began  reading. 

I  Having  hastily  run  it  over,  he  cast  up  his  eyes  yrith  a  look 

of  desperation ;    the  letter  fell  from  hia  hand,  and  he  ei- 

f  claimed,  "  Yes  !  thon  art  sainted  '. — tbfm  art  blessed  ! — and 

I  nnj  cnrsod  for  ever  !  "    He  continued  some  time  fixed  il 

thia  melancholy  position  ;  after  which,  casting  himself  with 

violence  upon  the  gronnd,  "  Oh  wretch,"  cried  he,  "  nnwo^ 

thy  life  and  light,  in  what  dnngron  ciinaf  Ihou  hide  thj 

I  could  restrain  myself  no  longer ;    I  rose  and  went  to 
him;  I  did  not  dare  speak  ;  but,  with  pity  and  concemni 
'    tttterable,  I  wept  &ai  hung  over  him. 

I  Soon  aftur,  starting  up,  he  again  seized  tlio  letter,  eJ 
I  claiming,  "Acknowledge  thee,  Caroline! — yes,  with  mj 
I  heart's  best  blood  would  I  acknowledge  thee ! — Oh  that 
[  thou  cooid'st  witness  the  agony  of  niy  soul !— Ten  thon- 
t  sand  daggers  could  not  have  wounded  me  like  tliis  lettar! " 
I  Then,  after  again  reading  it,  "  Evelina,"  he  cried,  "ahs 
charges  mo  to  receive  thee ; — wilt  thou,  in  oliedieuca  to 
'    her  will,  own  for  thy  father  the  destroyer  of  thy  mother  ?  " 

What  a  dreadful  question  ! — I  shuddered,  but  could  not 

"  To  clear  her  fame,  and  receive  her  child,"  continued 
he,  looking  stedfastly  at   the   letter,  "  are  the 
upon  which  she  leaves  me  her  f ot^ivenesa :  her  fams^ 
already  cleared ; — au6  Oh,  hovi  wilUn^ly  would  I  I: 


fetUd  to  my  boBom,  fold  her  to  mj  heart, — call  npoa  her  to 
BitigiLte  my  anguish,  and  pour  the  balm  of  comfort;  on  my 
onndB,  were  I  not  conBciouH  I  deserve  not  to  receire 
it,  Bnd  that  all    my  affliction  is  the   remit  of   my   own 

It  woB  in  vain  I  attempted  to  epeak  [    horror  and  grief 
took  from  me  all  power  of  utteraoce. 

He  then  read  H,loud  from  the  letter,  "Look  not  like  thy 
uiifoTiunate  mother  !  "  ''  Sweet  son],  witli  what  bitteroesa  of 
spirit  hast  thou  written  ! — Come  hither,  E\^lina :  Gmciotia 
Heaven !  (looking  earnestly  at  me)  never  was  likecesa 
more  striking  !^the  eyea— the  face — the  form — Oh,  my 
child,  my  child  !  "  Imagine,  Sir,— for  I  can  never  deacrihe 
^y  feelings,  when  I  saw  hiin  sink  npon  hie  knees  before 
«  !  "  Oh,  dear  resemblance  of  thy  murdered  mother  t- — 
h,  all  that  remains  of  the  most  injured  of  women  !  behold 
y  father  at  thy  feet  1 — bending  thus  lowly  to  implore  yon 
mild  not  hate  him.- — Oh,  thea,  then  representative  of 
y  departed  wife,  speak  to  me  in  her  name,  and  say 
lat  the   remorse   which  tears   my  soul    tortures    me   not 


'Oh,  : 


ie  law  of  nature ; 

inghter !  ■' 

"  May  Heaven  b! 


ise,  my  beloved  father,"  cried  I,  attempting 
"  I  cannot  hear  to  eee  you  thus  ; 


1  yourself,  and  bless  your  kneeling 


thee,  my  child  ! — "  fried  he,  "  for  1 

e  not."     ±ie  tuen  rose  ;   and,  embracing  me  most  affec- 

lately,  added,  "  I  see,  I  see  that  thou  art  all  kindneaa, 

ineas,  and  tenderticaa ;  I  need  not  have  feared  thee,  thou 

all  the  fondest  father  could  wiah,  and  I  will  try  \o  frame 

mind  to  lees  piiinful  BensationH  at  thy  aighb.     Perhaps 

time  may  come,  when  I  may  know  the  comfort  of  such 

daughter ;— at  present  I  am  only  fit  to  be  alone :  dreadful 

are  my  reflections,  they  ought  merely  to  torment  myaelf. 

^Adieu,  my  child ;— he  not  angry, — I  cannot  stay  with 

«'  i — Oh,  Evelina !  thy  countenance  is  a  dagger  to  my 

lart ! — just  so  thy  mother  looked,— juat  ao — " 

Toara  and  Highs  seemed  to  choak  him  ; — and,  waving  bia 

md,  he  would  have  left  me ; — but,  clingiog  to  hijn,  "  Oh, 

ir,"  cried  I,  "  will  you  so  soon  abandon  me  ? — am  I  again 

1  orphan! — Oh,  ray  dear,  my  long-lost  father,  leave  me 


ciot,  I  beseech  you  !  take  pity  uii  your  child,  and  rob  her 
not  of  the  parent  she  so  fondly  hoped  would  cheriBh  her  !  " 

"  Yon  know  not  what  yon  ask,"  cried  he ;  "  the  ouiotdona 
which  now  rend  my  soul  are  more  than  my  I'easoa  can 
endure  ;  suffer  me  then,  to  leave  you ; — impute  it  not  to 
nnkdndiKSB,  but  think  of  me  aa  weli  as  tiiou  canst.  Lord 
Orvillo  haa  behaved  nobly ; — I  believe  he  will  make  thee 
happy."  Then,  again  embracing  me,  "  God  bless  thee,  my 
dear  child,"  cried  he,  "God  bless  thee,  my  Evelina!— 
endeavour  to  love, — at  least  not  to  hate  me, — and  to  make 
me  an  interest  in  thy  filial  bosom,  bv  thinking  of  me  as  thj 
father." 

1  could  not  speak ;  I  kissed  liis  hands  on  my  knees :  and 
then,  with  yet  njoro  emotion,  he  again  blessed  me,  and 
hurried  out  of  the  room, — leaving  me  almost  di-owned  in 

Oh,  Sir,  all  goodness  as  you  are,  bow  much  will  yon  feel 
for  your  Evelina,  during  a  scene  of  such  agitation  !  I  pwy 
Heaven  to  accept  the  tribute  of  his  rero-orse,  and  restore  him 
to  tranquillity  ! 

When  I  w(iB  Hofficiently  composed  to  return  to  the  par- 
lour, I  found  Lord  Orville  wailing  for  me  with  the  utmost 
anxiety ; — and  then  a  new  scene  of  emotion,  though  of  a 
far  different  iiatare,  awaited  me ;  for  I  learned  by  Mt, 
Macartney,  that  this  noblest  of  men  had  insisted  the  ao- 
loag  Bspposed  Miss  Belmont  should  be  considered,  indeii, 
as  my  sister,  and  as  the  co'heiress  of  my  father ;  tlioagh  not 
in  Zauf,  in  ptstiee,  he  says,  she  ought  ever  to  be  treated  as  tbf 
daaghter  of  Sir  John  Belmont. 

Oh!  Lord  Orville !— it  shall  be  the  sole  study  ofnij 
happy  life,  to  express,  better  than  by  woi-ds,  tha  senM 
I  have  of  your  eiaJtfid  benevolence  and  greatness  of  minU 


LETTER   LXXXI. 


I    CONTUTOATION. 


nS  morning,  early,  I  i-eoeived  the  following  letter  froi 
■  Sir  Clement  WOloughby  ; 

"  To  Miss  AnvtUe. 

"  I  HATB  this  moment  received  intelligence  that  prepiLn[ 
bions  are  actually  making  for  your  m:irriage  with  LoM 
OrviJle. 

"  Imagine  not  thiit  I  write  with  the  imbecile  idea  of  ren- 
lering  those  prejjiirationa  abortive.  No,  I  am  not  ho  mad. 
My  Bole  view  is  to  etplain  the  motive  of  my  eondnut  in  a 
sarticnlar  instance,  and  to  obviate  the  accaaation  of  treaoherj 
ivhich  may  be  laid  to  my  charge. 

"  My  unguarded  behaviour,  when  I  last  saw  you,  baa, 
jrobably,  already  acquainted  yoa,  that  the  letter  1  then  saw 
?ou  reading  was  written  by  myself.  For  your  farther 
iatisfaction,  let  mo  luive  the  honour  of  informing  yon,  that 
;be  letter  you  had  designed  for  Lord  OrviUe,  had  fallen  into 
uf  hande, 

"  However  I  may  have  been  urged  on  by  a  passion  the 
nost  violent  that  ever  wiirmed  the  heart  of  man,  I  can  by 
lo  means  calmly  submit  to  be  stigmatized  for  an  action 
teemingly  so  dishonourable )  and  it  is  for  tbiF<  reason  that  I 
;['oab]e  you  with  this  jnatification. 

"  Lord  Orville, — the  hapjiy  Orville,  whom  you  are  so 
■oady  to  bless, — had  made  me  believe  he  loved  yon  not ; — 
lay,  that  he  held  you  in  contempt.  '" 

"  Such  were  my  thongbts  of  his  sentiments  of  you,  whn 
[  got  iKisseasion  of  the  letter  yoa  meant  to  send  him. 
:)retend  not  to  vindicate  either  the  means  I  used 
t,  or  the  action  of  breaking  the  seal ;  but  I  was  impelled 
}y  an  impetnooB  cariosity,  to  discover  the  terms  upon  whioH 
ron  wrote  to  him. 

-i'The  letter,  however,  was  wholly  unmtalligible  to  toe,  r 
^Lpemsal  of  it  only  added  to  my  perplezitj. 


p 


"A  inme  saspenHe  I  was  not  bom  to  endure,  and  I 
detiermined  to  clear  my  doubts  at  all  baxitrds  and  events. 

"  I  answered  it,  tberefore,  iu  Orville's  name. 

"  The  views  whicb  I  am  now  going  to  acknowledgs, 
must,  infallibly,  incur  your  displeasure  \ — yet  I  acom  lU 
palliation, 

"Briefly,  then,  I  concealed  ytmr  letter  to  prevent  a,  dis- 
covery of  yonr  capacity  ;  and  1  wrote  yon  an  answer,  widoh 
I  hoped  would  prevent  yonr  wisbing  for  any  other. 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  every  thing  which  can  be  said  upon 
thie  subject.  Lord  Orville  will,  posfiibly,  think  himself  ill- 
osed ;  but  I  am  extremely  indifferent  ns  to  bis  opinion;  Dor 
do  I  now  wTite  by  way  of  offering  any  apology  to  him,  but 
merely  to  mnke  knovm  to  yourself  the  reasons  by  wliioh  I 
have  been  governed. 

"1  intend  to  set  off  next  week  for  the  Continent.  Shonld 
his  Lordship  have  any  commands  for  me  in  the  mean  tims, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  them,  I  say  nob  this  by  way  of 
defiance,— I  should  blnsh  to  be  snspected  of  so  doing 
through  an  indirect  channel ;  but  simply  that,  if  you  shofT 
him  this  letter,  he  may  know  I  dare  defend, 
ezonse,  my  oonduot. 

"  Clement  Willooqi 


you  shofT 


What  a  sti-ange  letter  !  how  proud  and  how  piqaed  dM 
its  writer  appear  !  To  what  nltoraate  ni-eoremeBs  and  riuAnM 
do  the  passions  lead,  when  reason  and  self-denial  do  not 
oppose  them  !  Sir  Clement  is  consdona  he  has  acted  dis- 
honourably;  yet  the  some  nnbriLiled  vehemence,  whiob 
urged  him  to  gratify  a  blameable  curiosity,  will  aoonei 
prompt  him  to  risk  his  life,  than  confess  his  miacandnot 
The  rudeness  of  hia  maimei'  of  wi'iting  to  me,  springs  froa 
the  same  cause :  the  proof  which  be  has  received  of  my  in- 
difference to  hiia,  has  stung  him  to  the  sonJ,  and  he  has 
neither  the  delicacy  nor  forbearance  to  disguise  hiB  dii» 
pl<«.m. 

I  determined  not  to  show  this  letter  to  Lord  Orville^  am 
thought  it  most  pmdent  to  let  Sir  Clement  know  I  flhQol^ 
not.     I  therefore  -wrote  the  following  note  : 


"  To  Sir  Clement  Willaitghby. 
"  Sir, 

The  letter  jou  have  been  pleased  to  addreea  to  ■ 
e  calculated  to  afford  Lord  OrviUa  any  satisfaction,  inat 
.  may  depend  upon  my  carefully  keeping  it  from  his 
^  it.  I  will  bear  you  no  resentment  for  what  is  past ;  bn* 
moat  eameetly  intreat,  nay  implore,  that  yon  will  not 
Ito  again,  while  in  your  present  frame  of  mind,  by  (my 
mnel,  direct  or  indirect. 

"  I  hope  yon  will  have  much  pleaenre  in  your  promised 
'  expedition  i  and  I  beg  leave  to  nssure  yon  of  my  good 
wishes." 

Not  knowing  by  what  name  to  sign,  I  was  obliged  to 
send  it  without  any." 

The  prepa/ralions  which  Sir  Clement  mentionfi,  go  on  juat 
as  if  jonr  consent  were  arrived  :  it  ia  in  vain  that  I  expos- 
tulate ;  Lord  OrviUe  eaye,  ahoold  any  objections  be  raised, 
all  shii.!!  bo  given  upi  but  that,  as  his  hopes  forbid  him  to 
expect  any,  he  must  proceed  as  if  already  assured  of  your 


We  have  had,  this  afternoon,  ft  most  interesting  coiivti'- 
Baiion,  in  which  we  have  traced  our  sentiments  of  each  other 
from  our  firnt  acquaintance.  I  have  m.nde  him  confess  how 
ill  he  thought  of  me  upon  my  foolish  giddiness  at  Mrs. 
Stanley's  ball ;  but  he  flatters  me  with  aasuTancea,  that 
evoi'y  succeeding  time  lie  saw  rne,  I  appenred  to  sometliing 
lesR  and  less  disadvantage. 

When  I  expressed  my  amiizement  Ihat  he  could  honour 
with  his  choice  a  girl  who  seemed  so  infinitely,  in  every  re- 
Bpect,  beneath  his  alh'ance,  he  frankly  owned,  that  he  had 
fnlly  intended  making  more  minute  inquiries  inl«  my  ftimily 
and  connections ;  and  particularly  couccrnhig  those  people 
iie  saw  me  with  at  Maryhone,  before  he  tickiiowledged  his 
prepossession  in  my  favour  ;  liut  the  suddenness  of  my  in- 
tended journey,  and  thn  uncertainty  of  seeing  me  again,  put 
him  quite  off  his  guard  ;  nnd,  "  divesting  him  of  prudence, 
left  him  nothing  but  love."  These  were  his  words;  and 
yet,  he  hat.  repeatedly  assured  me,  that  hia  partiality 
'  aa  known  no  bounds  fi-nm  the  time  of  my  residing 
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^Mr.  Macartney  has  jost  I}«en  with  me,  on  an  embiUBj 
from  my  father.  He  has  sertt  uic  liia  kindest  love  aaiL 
afisni-ancQB  of  faTonr  ;  and  desired  to  know  if  I  nm  happy 
in  the  prospect  of  changiog  my  situation,  and  if  there  it 
any  thing  I  can  name  which  he  can  do  for  me.  And,  Rt 
the  same  time.  Mi',  Macartney  delivered  to  me  a  dr:nigh( 
on  my  father's  banker  for  a  thousand  pounds,  which  h« 
insisted  that  I  should  receive  entirely  for  my 
expend  in  equipping  myself  properly  for  the  new  rank  d 
life  to  vrhich  I  seem  destined. 

I  am.  sura  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  was  penetrated  by 
this  goodness :  I  wi-ote  my  thanks,  and  acknowledged, 
frankly,  that  if  I  could  see  him  restored  to  tranquillity,  jnj 
heart  would  he  with      '  '  ' 


LETTER  LXXXn. 

■VBLINi    IK   CONTIKOATIOH. 

OUfion,  Oct.  13ffi. 

THE  time  approaches  now  when  I  hope  we  shall  meet; — 
yet  T  cannot  sleep ; — great  joy  is  as  restless  a.a  soitow, 
— and  therefore  I  will  continue  my  joumal. 

A^  I  had  never  had  an  opportnnity  of  seeing  Bath, » 
party  was  formed  last  night  for  showing  nie  that  celebrated 
city  ;  and  this  morning,  after  breakfast,  we  set  out  in  thm 
phaetons.  Lady  Louisa  and  Mrs.  Beaumont  with  Lord 
Merton ;  Mr.  Coverley,  Mj'.  Lovel,  and  Mrs.  Selwyn ;  and 
myself  with  Lord  Orville. 

We  had  hardly  proceeded  half  a  mile,  when  a  gentleman 
from  the  post-chaise  which  came  gallopping  after  us,  called 
cat  to  the  servants,  "  Holla,  my  lada  1 — pray,  is  one  MiM 
Anville  in  any  of  them  thing-em-bt-hs  7  " 

I  immediate]}'  recollected  the  voice  of  Captain  Mirvani 
and  Lord  Orville  stopped  the  phaeton.  He  waa  out  of  tbs 
chaise,  and  with  ns  in  a  moment.  "  So,  Miss  Anvillei" 
cried  he,  "  how  do  you  do  ?  so  I  hear  you're  Miss  Belou^ 
now  ; — pray,  how  dues  old  Madame  French  do  "  " 

"  Madame  Duvyl,"  said  I,  "  is,  I  believe,  ver 
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"  I  hope  slie  is  in  good  cass,"  aaid  he,  winking  eignifi- 
totlf,  "  and  won't  flinft  at  seeing  Bervice  :  eho  has  laid 
jng  enoogli  to  rofit  and  be  made  tight.     And  pi'ay  howj 
■  Monseer  DuUiful  do?    is  be  aa  lank-jawed  i 


are  neither  of  thom,"  aaid  I,  "in  Bristol." 
'  cried  he,  with  a  look  of  disappointment  j 
by  the  old  dowager  intends  coming  to  the  weddingi 
I  moat  excellent  opportunity  to  show  off  her  bei 
Ic.     Besides,  I  purpose  to  dance  a,  new  fashioi 
J  with  her.     Don't  yoo  know  when  she'll  come 
"  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  her  at  all." 
"  Tfo ! — 'Fore  George,  this  here's  the  worst  news  I! 
wish  to  hear  !^why  I've  thought  of  nothing  all  the  wl 
lint  what  trick  1  should  serys  her." 

"  You  have  been  very  obliging  !  "  said  I,  laugliing. 
"0,  I  promise  you,"  cried  he,  "our  Moll  wonld 
bavo  wheedled  mo  into  this  jaunt,  if  I'd  known  she  was 
not  here  ;  for,  to  let  you  into  the  secret,  1  fully  intended  to 
have  treated  the  old  buck  with  another  frolic," 

"  Did  Miss  MifTftn,  then,  persnade  yon  to  this  jonmey  ?  '' 
"  Yea,  and  we've  been  travelling  aU  night." 
"  Wc !  "  fried  I :  "Is  MiBs  Mirvan,  then,  with  yon  P  " 
"  What,  Molly  ?— j  cs,  she's  in.  that  there  chaise." 
"  Gfood  God,  Sir,  why  did  yon  not  tell   me  sooner? 
oried  I ;  and  immediately,  with  Lord  Ocville's  assistance,  I 
jumped  out  of  the  phaeton,  and  ran  to  the  dear  girl.     Lord 
Orville  opened  the  chaise  door ;  and  I  am  snre  I  need  not 
tell  you  what  unfeigned  joy  accompanied  our  meeting. 

We  both  begged  we  might  not  be  parted  during  the  ridl 
and  Lord  Orville  was  so  good  oa  to  invito  Captai 
into  hia  phaeton. 

I  think  I  was  hardly  ever  more  rejoiced  than  at  this  so 
reasonable  visit  from  my  dear  Maria.;  who  had  no  sooner 
heard  the  situa,tion  of  my  aSaira,  than  with  the  assistance 
of  Lady  Howard,  and  her  kind  mothei',  she  besought  her 
father  with  such  earneatiiess  to  consent  to  the  journey,  that 
bo  had  nut  been  able  to  withstand  their  noited  intreatiesj 
though  she  owned  that,  had  he  not  expected  to  have 
with  Madame  Duval,  she  believes  ho  would  not  so  readily 
have  yielded.     They  ai'rived  at  Mi's.  Beaumont' 
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minutes  altt'f  we  were  out  of  sight,  and  oTcrtooBj 
ranch  difficulty.  

I  Bay  nothinjj'  of  imr  conTereation,  bccanse  you  S 
well  BappoBS  both  the  suVijecta  we  chose,  and  otir  mai 
discQssing  them. 

We  all  Btopped  at  a  great  hotel,  where  we  were  c 
to  enqnire  for  a  room,  as  Lady  Louifia,  fatigTied  lo 
desired  to  iofce  something  before  we  began  onr  rambti 

As  soon  as  the  party  was  assembled,  the  Captain,  al 
saluting  me,  s^d,  "  So,  Miss  Belmont,  I  wish  yon  j 
T  hear  yonVe  quarrelled  with  your  new  name  alread; 

"Me! — no,  indeed.  Sir." 

"  Then  please  for  to  tell  me  the  reason  you're  in 
hurry  to  change  it  ?  " 

"  MiKs  Belmont  1  "  ui'ied  Mr,  Lovel,  looking  aroai 
with  the  utmost  astonishment :  "  I  beg  pardon ; — bi 
is  not  impertinent,- — I  must  \ieg  leave  to  say  I 
nnderstood  tbat  lady's  name  was  AnyiUe." 

"  'Fore  Greorge,"  cried  the  Captain,  "  it  mns  in  m; 
I'tb  seen  yon  somowbere  before!  and  now  I  thin] 
pray  a'n'fc  you  the  person  T  an.w  at  tbe  play  one  n^ 
who  didn't  know,  all  the  time,  whether  it  was  a  trag 
a  com.edy,  or  a  concert  of  fiddlers  ?  " 

"1  believe,  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  stammering,  " 
5nee, — I  thmk— the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  last  sprii 

"Aye,  and  if  I  live  an  hundred  Rpringa,"  answo: 
■'  1  shall  never  forget  it;  Dy  Jingo,  it  hiis  served  mi 
moat  ercellent  good  joke  ever  since.  Well,  howso 
I'm  glad  to  see  yoti  still  in  the  land  of  the  liviug,''  (a 
him  roughJy  by  tbe  band.)  "  Pray,  if  a  body  maj 
hold,  how  much  a  night  may  yon  giveat  present  to  Jo 
undertakers  aloof  P  " 

'■Me,  Sir!"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  very  much  discom 
"  I  protest  I  never  tliought  myself  in  such  imminent 
as  to— really,  Sir,  I  don't  understand  von." 

"  O,  you  don't !  why  then  I'll  ma.ke  free  for  to  ( 
myself.  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  I'D  tell  yon  what ; 
know  this  here  gentleman,  simple  as  he  sita  there,  pa 
shillingB  a-night  to  let  his  friends  know  he's  aUv^pL 

"And  very  cheap  too,"  an.id'MTa.^i^-wjvi,"" 
tho  viilae  of  the  intelUgeaoe." 


saliT^ 
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PLady  LoniBa  being  noiv  refreshed,  we  pi-oceedi 
r  expefUtion. 

The  charming  city  of  Bath  answered  all  my  expectatii 
!  Cregcent,   the   proBpecl  from    it,    and    the    elegant. 
imetry  of   the  Circns.  dehghted  me.      The   Parades,    1 
11,  rather  disappointed  me  ;  one  of  them  is  scarce  prefer- 
able to  some  of  the  best  paved  streets  in  London ;  and  the 
other,  though   it  affords  a  beautiful  prospect,  a  charming 
view  of  Prior  Park  and  (if  the  Avon,  yet  wanted  something 
|B  ittdf  of  more  striking  elegance  than  a  mere  bro^d  pave- 
BDt,  to  satisfy  the  ideas  I  had  formed  of  it. 
At  tlie  pamp-rooTO,  I  was  amazed  at  the  pnblic  exhibition 
the  ladiee  in  the  bath  :  it  is  trae,  their  heads  are  coTorcd 
I  bonnetB ;  bnt  the  very  idea  of  being  seen,  iu  such  a 
nation,  by  whoerer  pleases  to  look,  is  indelicate. 
"■  'Pore  George,"  said  the  Cajrtain,  looking  into  the  bath, 
lis  would  be  a,  most  escellect  place  for  old  Madame 
«nch   to   dance   a   fandango   in !    By   Jingo,   I  wou'du't 
lb  for  better  sport  than  to  awing  her  round  this  here 
nd!" 

"She  would  be  very  math  obliged  to  you,"  said  Lord 
viUe,  "  for  bo  extraordinary  a  mai'k  of  your  favour." 
"  Why,  to  let  yon  know,''  answered  the  Captain,  "  she  hit 
'  fancy  niightiJy  ;  I  never  took  so  much  to  an  old  tabby 

"  Really  now,"  cried  Mr.  Lovei,  looking  iilso  into  the  hath, 
E  most  confess  it  is,  to  me,  very  incomprehensible  why  the 
^^ies  choose  that  frightful  unbecomjug  di'css  to  batlw  in  1 
lave  often  pondered  very  seriously  upon  the  subject,  bnt 
old  never  hit  upon  the  reason." 

"Well,  I  declare,  "  said  Lndy  Lnaisa,  "  I  should  like  of 
[i  things  to  set  something  new  a-going ;  I  always  hated 
idling,  becanse  one  can  get  no  pretty  dross  for  it  I  now 
i  there's  a  good  creature,  try  to  help  me  to  something." 
^'  Who,  me  ! — O,  dear  Ma'am,"  said  he,  simpering,  "  I 
ti't  pretend  to  assist  a  person  of  your  Ladyship's  taste ; 
sides,  1  have  not  the  least  head  for  fashions. — I  really 
n't  think  I  ever  invented  above  three  in  my  life !  but  I 
per  had  the  least  turn  for  dress, — never  any  notion  of 
wj'  or  elegance." 
*0  Be,  Mr.  Lovel!  how  am  voa  iaW  so'! — iati^-"^ 


know  that  yon  lead  the  ton  in  the  benu  mmule  I  T  declare,  i  ** 
think  you  dreea  better  than  any  liody." 

"  0,  dear  Ma'Mtn,  yon  confose  mo  to  the  last  degree 
dreSB  well  ! —  I  protest  I  don't  think  I'm  ever  fit  to  be  s 
I'm  often  shocked  to  death  to  think  what  a  fi^nro  I  go.  8    \ 
yonr  Ladyehip  will  believe  me,  I  was  faU  half  an  Lour  tUl 
morning  thinking  what  I  ahonld  put  on  !  " 

"  Oddfi  my  life,"  cried  the  Captain,  "  I  wish  I'd  beo 
near  yon!  I  wari-ant  I'd  have  quickened  yonr  motioiui 
little ;  Half  an  honr  thinking  what  you'd  put  on  ;  andvlu 
the  deuce  do  yon.  think  cares  the  snufE  of  a  candle  whether 
you've  any  thing  on  or  mot  P  " 

"  0  pray,  Captain,"  cried  Mrs,  Selwyn,  "  don't  be  angi; 
with  the  gentleniAn  for  tlmiMjig,  whateyer  be  the  cause,  for 
I  assure  you  he  makes  no  common  practice  of  offending  in 
that  way." 

"Really,  Ma'am,  you're  prodigiously  kind,"  said  Mr. 
Level,  angrily, 

"Pray  now,"  said  the  Captain,  "did  yon  ever  gat  ■ 
ducking  in  that  thei^c  place  yourself  ?  " 

"  A  ducking.  Sir  !  "  repeated  Mr.  Lovel ;  "  I  protest  I 
think  that's  rather  an  odd  term  !— but  if  you  mean  a  baih- 
j'np,  it  in  an  honour  I  have  had  many  times." 

"  And  pray,  if  a  body  may  be  ao  bold,  what  do  yon  da 
with  that  fi'izle-friae  top  of  youi'  own  ?  Why,  I'll  lay  yoo 
what  yon  will,  there  is  fat  and  grease  enough  on 
crown  to  buoy  you  np,  if  you  were  to  go  in  head  c 
wards." 

"And  I  don't   know,"  cried  Mrs.  Selwyn,  "but  that 
might  be  the  easiest  way;  for  I'm  sure  it  would  be 
lightest." 

"  For  the  matter  of  that  there,"  said  the  Captain,  " 
must  make  him  a  soldier,  before  you  can  tell  whieli  il 
lightest,  head  or  heels.  Howsomever,  I'd  lay  ten  pounds 
to  a  shilling,  I  could  whisk  him  so  desterouBly  over  mim 
the  pool,  that  iie  ahould  light  plump  upon  hie  foretop 
turn  round  like  a  tetotum." 

"  Done !  "  cried  Lord  Merton  ;  "  I  take  your  odda." 

"  Will  yon  ?  "   returned   he ;   "  why,   then,  'fore   GeOfgft 
I'd  itn  it  AS  soon  as  any  Jack  S,ob\EaDn." 
"Ha,  be!"  faintly  la\ighe4  "Mi.  '^.u-jiJi,  ss  V«  itw™* 
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(tptl;  from  the  window ;  "  'pon  honoar,  tJiia  is  pleM 
logh  ;   but  I  don't  see  whiit  right  luiy  body  hiia  to  Ift^ 

"    «  about  one  without  one's  coneent." 

'There,  Lovel,  yon  are  out,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "any* 
a  may  lay  whtit  wager  about  you  he  wiU  ;  your 
(othing  to  tliu  purpose  :  he  may  lay  that  youT  nose  ii 

'Ay,"  said  Mrs    Selywu,  "or  that  your  mind  ii 
rned   than   your   person; — or   any  absurdity    whatsi) 

I  protest,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  "  I  think  it's  a  very  c 
aeable  privilege,  and  I  must  beg  tbnt  nobody  may  talcj 
tl  a  liberty  with  me." 

<  Like  enough  yoa  may,"  oried  the  Captain  ;  "  but  what*!! 
b  to  the  purpose  V    Suppose  I've  a  mind  to  lay  iht 
've  never  a  tooth  in  jour  head — p'av,  how  will  yo! 
ier  me  ?  " 

Tou'U  iJlow  me,  at  least,  Sir,  to  tB.ke  the  liberty  t 
ing  how  yoall^owe  it?  " 

How  ?  —  wliy,    by    knocking    them    all    down 
«t." 

Knocking  tlit-m  a)l  down  my  throat,   Sir!"   i-epeat* 
I  Lovel,  with  a  look  of  horror ;   "  I  pi-ot^st  I  never  hea* 

thing  so  shocking  in  my  life !    And  I  must  beg  leari 

baerve,  that  no  wager,  in  mj  opinion,  could  justify  sncl 

rbarouB  action." 

ere    Lord    Orville  interfered,   and   hurrit'd   us 
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!.     Mrs.  Beau- 
iiont  invited  all  the  party  to  dinner,  and    lids   been    s( 
jbliging  as  to  hog  Miss  Mirvan  may  continue  at  )ier  honst 
■     ■  .g  her  stay.     The  Captain  will  lodge  at  the  Wells, 
8  first  half-hour  after  oui'  i-eturn  was  devoted  to  bear- 
Mr.  Lovel's  apologies  for  dining  in  his  riding-dress. 
!.  Beaumont  th^n,  addressing  herself  to  Miss  Mirvail' 
■,  inquired  Low  we  liked  Bath  ? 
Pl  hope,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  "  tho  ladies  do  not  call  thii'i 
pkg  Bath." 

Wjiffol — what  should  ail  'em?"  cried  the  Ca5taia,"5ft 
isuppose  they  nut  their  eyes  in  t\4e\r  "^cJs.ete'* "' 
"">,  Sir;  hut  I  fancy  yon  will  fiud 
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— no  person  of  anj  condition — call  goi 
in  g,  morning  seeing  Bath," 

"  Mftyhftp,  then,"  Eiiid  tte  literaJ  Cuptain,  "yon  ti 
should  see  it  better  by  going  about  at  midni^t  ?  " 

"  Ho,  Sir,  no,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  with  a  gupertiilione  b 
"I  perceive  yon  don't  nnderatand  me; — we'shonld  i 
call  it  aeeitig  Bath,  without  going  at  the  right  seaaon." 

"  Why,  what  a  plague,  then,"  demanded  he,  "  i;an 
only  Bee  at  one  aeaaon  of  the  year  ?  " 

Mr.  Lovel  again  smiled ;  bnt  seemed  superior  to  m( 

"The  Bath  amusementB,"  said  Lord  Oryille,  "hi 
Bameneas  in  them,  which,  after  a  short  time,  renders 
rather  insipid ;  bnt  the  greatest  objection  that  caji  be 
to  the  pla<:e,  is  the  eaconragement  it  gives  to  gameste 

"  Why,  I  hope,  my  Lord,  yon  would  not  think  of  ab 
ing  gaining,"  cried  Lord  Mertoii,  "  'tis  the  veiy  iMt  oi 
Devil  take  me  if  I  oonid  live  wiliont  it." 

"I  am.  sorry  for  it,''  eiiid  Lord  Orvilie,  gravfilyi 
looking  at  Lady  Lonisa 

"Tour  Lordship  is  no  judge  of  this  subject,"  oont 
fho  other ;  "  but  if  once  we  could  get  you  to  a  gai 
table,  you'd  never  be  happy  away  from  it !  " 

"I  hope,  my  Lord,"  CTied  Lady  Louisa,  "that  n 
here  ever  occasions  your  quitting  it." 

"  Tout  Ladyship,"  said  Lord  Merton,  recolleotiiig 
self,  "has  power  to  make  mo  quit  any  thing." 

"  Except  herself,"  said  Mr.  Coverley.  "  Egad,  my  I* 
think  I've  helpt  you  out  there  I  " 

"Tou  men  of  wit.  Jack,"  answered  hia  Lordship, 
always  ready ; — for  my  paa-t,,  1  don't  pretend  to  any  b 
that  way." 

"Really,  my  Lord  ?  "  asked  the  sarcastic  Mrs.  Sei 

well,  that  ia  wonderful,  considering  anccesB  woald 
'a  jour  power." 

uy.  Ma'am,"  said  Mr.  Lovel  to  Lady  Louisa, 
Ladyship  heard  the  news  ?  " 
News  ! — what  newa  ?  " 

i*'  Why,  the  report  circulating  at  the  Wells  c 
TSriain  peraon." 

"  O  Ln"1.  r^ :   pray  tcU  me  v.'^ii*.  "A  SaS  " 
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J  no,  Ma'am,  I  beg  yonr  La'ship  will  eiouae  me . 
[rfonnd  secret,  and  I  woulil  not  have  mentioiied  it,  if  J 
td  not  thcraghfc  yon  knew  it." 

"  Lord,  now,  how  can  yon  be  so  monBtroaa  ?  I  declare, 
)W,  you're  a  provoking  creature  1  Bnt  come,  I  knoir 
in'll  tell  me  ;— won't  jon  now  ?  " 

"  Yonr  La'aliip  knows  I  am  but  too  happy  to  obey  you ; 
it,  'poQ  hononr,  I  can't  speak  a  word,  it  you  won't  all 
'omifle  m.e  the  m.ost  inviolable  secrecy." 
"  I  wish  you'd  wait  for  that  from  me,"  aaid  the  Captain, 
and  I'll  give  you  my  word  you'd  be  dumlj  for  ore  wUile. ' 
screcy,  quoth-a ! — Tore  George,  I  wonder  you  an't 
iliamed  to  mention  such,  a  word,  when  you.  talk  of  telling' 
to  a  woman.  Though,  for  the  laatter  of  that,  I'd  a§  heve 
ab  it  to  the  whole  sex  at  odco,  as  to  go  for  to  ttll  it  to 
ich  a  thing  as  yon." 

"  Such  a  thing  as  me.  Sir  !  "  said  Mr.  Lovel,  letting  fall 
is  knife  and  fork,  and  looking  very  important ;  "  I  really 
ITB  not  the  honour  to  understand  your  expression." 
"  It's  all  one  for  that,"  said  the  Captain ;  "  you  may  have 
explained  whenever  yon  like  it." 

"  'Pon  honour,  Sir,"  returned  Mr.  Lovel,  "  I  must  take 
le  liberty  to  tell  you,  that  I  should  be  extremely  offended, 
lit  that  I  suppose  it  to  be  some  sea-phrase  -,  iind  therefore 
11  let  it  pass  without  further  notice." 
Lord  Orville,  then,  to  change  the  discourse,  aakei 
Lies  Mirvan  if  she   should  spend  the  ensuing  winter 

•'  No,  to  be  sure,"  anid  the  Captain,  "  what  should  she 
)r  ?  she  saw  all  that  was  to  be  seen  before." 

"Ib  London,  then,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  smiling  at  Iiady 
louisa,  "  only  to  be  regarded  aa  a  sigM  ?  " 

"  Why,  pray,  Mr.  Wiseacre,  how  are  yon  pleased  for  h>i 
3gard  it  yourself  ? — Answer  me  to  that." 

"  0  Sir,  my  opinion,  I  fancy,  yon  would  hardly  find  in. 
alligible.  I  don't  understa,nd  sea-pVojes  enough  to  defint 
:  to  your  compreheuflion.  Does  not  your  La'ship  think 
be  task  would  be  rather  dtfficnit  P  " 

"  0  Lard,  yes,"  cried  Lady  Louisa-,  "  1  6at3ia.-E%'Y?i.  «*h 
JOB  teach  my  parrot  to  talk  Welat."  .   , 

•'H&! bal  ba.  /admirable; — ^'Pcn'hc»uoa.T,-5aoi'Vji'i^^'**^ 
s  t 
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qaitu  ta  luck  to-d&y;  bat  that,  indeed,  your  La'Bbip'i 
erecy  d&f.    Thongli,  to  be  anre,  it  is  bnt  ctmdid  to  acknM 

ledge,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  ocena  have  a.  set  of  idea 
as  well  as  a  dialect,  so  opposite  to  our's,  that  it  is  hya 
means  snrpriGing  iheij  should  regard  LondoD  ds  a  met 
shov!,  that  maj  be  seen  hy  being  looked  at.      Ha !   hi 

"Ha!  ha  !"  echoed  Lady  Louisa ;  "Wei!,  I.  declare  j( 
are  the  drollest  creature." 

"  He  !  he  !  'Pon  honour,  I  can't  help  laughing  at  ti 
conceit  of  seeiTig  London  in  a  few  weeka  1  " 

"And  what  a  plague  should  hinder  you?"  cried  tli 
Captain  ;  "  do  jou  want  to  spead  a  day  in  every  Btreet?* 

Here  again  Lady  Louisa  and  Mr.  Lovel  interchange! 
smiles.  I 

"  Why,  I  warrant  you,  if  I  had  the  showing  it,  I'd  had 
you  froia  St.  James's  to  Wapping  the  very  first  morning,' 

The  smiles  were  now,  with  added  contempt,  repeated 
which  the  Captain  obaerving,  looked  very  fiercely  at  Mi 
Lovel,  and  said,  "  Hark'ee,  my  spark,  none  of  yoni 
grinning !— 'tis  a  lingo  I  don't  understand;  and  if  ya 
give  m.e  any  more  of  it,  I  shall  go  near  to  lend  yon.  a  boi  t 
the  ear." 

"I  protest.  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  turning  extremely  pall 
"  I  think  it's  taking  a  very  particular  liberty  with  a  pStKiI 
to  talk  to  one  in  Each  a  style  as  this  !  " 

"  It's  like  you  may,"  returned  the  Captain  :  "  bat  gjw: 
good  gulp,  and  I'll  warrant  you'll  swallow  it."  Thfl 
Ciilling  for  a  glass  of  ale,  with  a  very  provoking  and  signifi 
cant  nod,  lie  drank  to  his  easy  digestion. 

Mr,  Lovel  made  no  answer,  but  looked  eitremely  sallen 
and,  soon  after,  we  left  the  gentlenien  to  themselves. 

I  had  then  two  letters  delivered  to  me  ;  one  from  Lad, 
Howard  and  Mi-s.  Mirvan,  which  contained  the  kindat 
oougratulationa ;  and  the  other  from  Madame  Duval  j- 
but  not  a  word  from  you, — to  my  no  small  surprisQ  aa 
concern. 

Madame  Duval  seems  greatly  rejoiced  at  my  late  intellj 
E'ence :  a  violent  cold,  she  saya,  prevents  her  coming -1 
Bristol  The  Branghtona,  B\ie  Wiia  mtt,aiaiiffl.Mi(Ji.-,  Kit 
l'olI_y  ia  soon  to  be  married  to  "ULt-  'Btoira,-,  \iiA"1&t.%h^ 
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I  changed  his  todg^gs,  "which,"  she  adds,  "haa  made 
}  honse  extremely  didl.  However,  that's  not  the  worst 
wa  ;  jrairdi,  I  wish  it  was  !  but  IVe  been  need  Hke  nobody, 
for  Moneienr  Dn  Boia  has  had  the  baseneaa  to  go  baet 
France  without  me."  In  conclnaion,  she  aaaiireB  me,  aa 
1  prognosticated  aha  would,  that  1  sboll  be  aole  heireas 
i&U  she  IB  worth,  when  Lady  Orville. 
At  tea-time,  we  were  joined  by  all  the  gentlemen  but 
^itain  Mirvan,  who  went  to  the  hotel  where  he  was  to 
tep,  and  made  hia  daughtflr  accompany  him,  to  separate 
r  triifnjtenj,  as  he  called  it,  from  his  clothes. 
As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  Mr.  Level,  who  still  appeared 
fcremely  snlky,  said,  "  I  protest,  I  never  saw  such  a  vulgar, 
nsive  fellow  in  my  life,  as  that  Captain  ;  'pon  honour,  I 
lieve  he  came  here  for  no  purpose  in  the  world  but  to 
jk  a  quarrel ;    however,  for  my  part,  I  vow  I  wo'n't 

f*  I  declare,"  cried  Lady  Louisa,  "he  put  me  in  a  monstrous 
ight ; — I  never  heard  any  body  talk  so  shocking  in  m.y 

"  I  think,"  said  lira,  Selwyn,  with  groat  aolemnity,  "  ho 

Miatened  to  box  your  eai-s,  Mr.  Lovel ; — did  not  he  P  " 

"Beally,  Ma'am,"  aaid  Mr.  Lovel,  colouring,  "if  one 

BS  to  mind  eveiy  thing  those  low  kind  of  people  say,  one 

fshonld  never  be  at  rest  for  one  impertinence  or  other ;  bo  I 

think  the  best  way  is  to  he  above  taking  any  notice  of  them." 

"  What,"  said  Mrs,  Selwyn,  with  the  same  gravity,  "  and 

so  receive  the  blow  in  silence !  " 

During  this  disconrae,  I  heard  the  Captain's  chaise  stop 
at  the  dour,  and  ran  downstaira  to  meet  Maria.  She  was 
alone,  and  told  mo  that  her  father,  who,  alie  wsb  sure,  had 
Bome  scheme  in  agitation  against  Mr.  Level,  had  sent  her 
on  before  him.  We  continued  in  the  parlour  till  his 
return,  and  were  joined  by  Lord  Orville,  who  begged  me 
not  to  insist  on  a  patience  80  unnatural,  as  anbmitting  to 
be  eii^luded  our  society.  And  let  me,  my  dear  Sir,  with  a 
grateful  heart  let  me  own,  I  never  before  passed  half  an 
hour  in  anch  perfect  felicity. 

I  believe  we  were  all  sorry  when  the  C^-^twcit^cosTift'S.-, 

Kt  his  inward  flatiafaction,  from  howwOT  iaffiswm.'t  ■a.  '^*'^?^^ 
Botseeminferiorto  wha,t  ouT'sWA-^ifflBO-.    "B.-a  ^Ssoi^xsn- 


Mftriu  under  the  cliin,  rubbed  hia  Itands,  and  was  eaaa 
tible  to  contain  the  fullneBS  of  hia  glee.  Wb  all  attended 
him  fco  the  drawing  room ;  where,  having  compoaed  !iit 
countenance,  without  any  previous  attention  to  Mrs.  Beao- 
mont,  he  marched  up  to  Mr.  Lorel,  and  abrnptly  eaii, 
"  Pray,  have  you  e'er  a  brother  in  these  here  parts  ?  " 

"  Me,  Sir  ? — no,  thank  Heaven,  I'm  free  from  all  encnm- 
brances  of  that  sort." 

"  Well,"  cried  the  Captain,  "  I  met  a  person  just  now  M 
like  yon,  I  conld  have  sworn  he  had  been  your  twin- 
brother." 

"  It  would  have  been  a  most  singular  pleaanre  to  mS," 
eaid  Mr.  Lovel, "  if  I  also  coold  have  seen  him  ;  for,  reallji 
I  have  not  the  least  notion  what  sort  of  a  person  I  ami 
and  I  have  a  prodigious  curiosity  to  know." 

Just  then  the  Captain's  servant,  opening  the  door,  said, 
"  A  little  gentleman  below  desires  to  see  one  Mr.  Lovel." 

"Beg  him  to  walk  np  stairs,"  Eaid  Mrs.  Beaumont 
"  Bot,  pray  what  is  the  reason  William  is  out  of  tbs 
■way?" 

The  man  shut  the  door  without  any  answer. 

"  I  can't  imagine  who  it  is,"  said  Mr.  Lovel :  "  I  recollect 
no  little  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  now  at  Bristol, — 
except,  indeed,  the  Marquis  of  Charlton ; — but  I  don't 
much  fancy  it  can  be  him.  Let  me  see,  who  else  is  then 
HO  very  little  ?  " 

S  confused  noise  among  the  servants  now  drew  all  eyes 
towards  the  door :  the  impatient  Captain  liastened  to  open 
it ;  and  then,  clapping  his  hands,  called  out,  "  'Fore  Geo^, 
'tis  the  SB.me  person  I  took  for  your  relation  !  " 

And  then,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  every  body  but 
himself,  he  hauled  into  the  room  a  monkey,  fall-dreswd, 
and  extravagantly  a  la  mode  ! 

The  distnay  of  the  company  was  almost  general.  Poor 
Mr.  Lovel  seemed  thnndera track  with  indignation  and 
surprise :  Lady  Louisa  began  a  scream,  which  for  soniB 
time  was  incesaant ;  Miss  Mirvan  and  I  jumped  involun- 
tarily upon  the  seats  of  our  chairs ;  Mrs.  Beaumont  herself 
toBowed  our  example  ;  LoTd  Orville  planed  himself  befora 
me  as  a  gnard;  and  Hts,  Se\'*rjn,\rtiTi"^i£**i&,*aA.lfa, 
CovDriey,  burst  into  a  \oTid,  iTttiaci4eTa.te,^ui?f>v«Kwiift' 


iaT^liter,  in  whioh  they  were  pined  by  the  Captain, 
^able  to  support  hmmelf,  he  rolled  on  the  floor. 

The  first  voice  which  made  ita  way  tlu-ongh  this  general 
noisa    waa   that  oi    Lady    Lonisa,   which   her   fright  and 
Borearaing;  rendered  eitremely  shrill.     "  Take  it  away 
cried  she,  "  take  the  monster  away ; — I  afaall  faint,  I 
faint  if  you  don't !  " 

Mr.  Lovel,  irritated  beyond  endnrance,  angrily  demani 
of  the  Captain  what  he  meant  f 

"  Mean  ?  "  cried  the  Captitin,  as  soon  as  h 
Bpeak ;  "  why  only  to  shew  yon  in  your  proper  coloare. 
Then  rising,  and  pointing  to  the  monkey,  "  Why  now, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  I'll  be  jndged  by  you  all ! — Did  yon 
ever  see  any  thing  more  liks  ? — Odda  my  life,  if  it 
wasn't  for  this  here  taiJ,  you  wouldn't  know  one  from 
t'other." 

"  Sir,"  cried  Mr.  Lovel,  stamping,  "  I  shall  toki 
to  make  you  feel  my  wrath." 

"  Come  now,"  continned  the  regai'dlesa  Captaii 
for  the  fnn'e  sake,  doff  yonr  coat  and  waistcoat,  at 
with  Monseer  Grioagain  hero ;  and  I'll  warrant  you'll  ni 
know  yourself  which  is  wliieh." 

"  Not  know  myseif  from  a  monkey  ! — I  assure  you,  Sir, 
I'm  not  to  be  used  in  this  manner^  and  I  won't  bear  it — 
curse  me  if  I  will !  " 

"Why,  hey-day  !  "  cried  the  Captain,  "what,  is  master 
in  a  passion  ? — well,  don't  be  angry  r^come,  he  shan't 
hurt  you ; — here,  shake  a  paw  with  htm  ;^why,  he'll  do 
you  no  harm,  uielu  ! — come,  kiss  and  be  friends !  " 

"Who,  I?"  cried  Mr,  Lovel,  almost  mad  with  vexation; 
"as  I'm  a  living  creature,  I  would  not  touch  him  for  a 
thousand  worlds ! " 

"  Send  him  a  challenge,"  cried  Mr.  Coverley,  "and  I'll 
be  your  second." 

"  Ay,  do,"  said  the  Captain ;  "  and  I'll  be  second  to  my 
friend,  Mmteer  Clapperclaw  hfere.  Come  to  it  at  once  ! — 
tooth  and  nail ! " 

"God  forbid !"  cried  Mr.  Lovel,  retreating,  "I  would 
'  sooner  trust  my  person  with  a  ma.d  btfiW" 
Wh^  I  don't  like  the  look  of  him  in^Beii"  wi&.^ja'c^  '^^ 
Hbl-  ie  grine  most  horribly." 
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"Oh,  I'm  frightened  out  of  my  aenBos!"  cried  W; 
Louisa,  "  take  him  away,  or  I  shall  die  I  " 

"  Captain,"  said  Lord  OrviUe,  "the  ladiea  are  alarmed 
and  I  must  bog  you  wonJd  send  the  mottkey  away," 

"  Why,  where  can  be  the  mighty  harm  of  one  monks 
more  than  another?"  answered  the  Captain:  "  howBCm 
ever,  if  its  agreeable  to  the  ladies,  sappose  we  turn  thai 
ont  together  ?  " 

"  What  do  yon  mean  by  that.  Sir  ?  "  cried  Mr.  Lore),  lif 
ing  up  Mb  cane. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?  "  oried  the  Captain,  fiei-celj,  "fc 
ao  good  as  to  down  with  yonr  cane." 

Poor  Mr.  Lovel,  too  much  intimidated  to  eband  hi 
ground,  yet  too  much  enraged  t-o  submit,  tnmed  haetil 
round,  and,  foi^etfnl  of  consequence  a,  veuted  his  paasio 
by  giving  a,  furious  blow  to  the  monkey. 

Tlie  creature  darting  forwards,  sprung  instantly  npo 
him. ;  and,  clingiug  round  his  neck,  fastened  bis  teeth  1 
one  of  his  ears- 

I  was  really  sorry  for  the  poor  man ;  who,  though  ■ 
egregions  fop,  had  committed  no  oi!ence  that  merited  aaC 
chastisement. 

It  was  impossible  now  to  distingnisb  whose  screams  wer 
loudest,  those  of  Mr.  Lovel,  or  of  the  teiTified  Lady  Lonia 
who,  I  believe,  thought  her  own  tnm  was  approaching 
bnt  the  unrelenting  Captain  roared  with  joy. 

Not  so  Lord  Orville  :  ever  homaue,  generous,  and  beni 
Tolent,  he  quitted  his  charge,  whote  saw  wits  wholly  ot 
of  danger,  and  seizing  the  monkey  by  the  collar,  made  hii 
looarai  the  ear ;  and  then,  with  a  sudden  awing,  flung  bii 
ont  of  the  room,  and  shut  the  door, 

Poor  Mr.  Lovel,  almost  fainting  with  terror,  squIe  npo 
the  floor,  crying  out,  "  Oh,  I  shall  die,  I  shall  die ! — 01 
I'm  bit  to  death!" 

"  CaptMu  Mirvau,"  said  Mrs.  Beaumont,  with  no  Btti 
indignation,  "  I  must  own  I  don't  perceive  the  wit  of  th 
action ;  nnd  I  iim  sorry  to  have  such  cmelty  practised  i 
my  house." 

"HTiyLord,  Ma'am,"  bmA ftve <>i.^teii.u,  when  faisraptoi 
abated  safficiently  for  apeecii,  "to'H  cn^4\Wi.*3QBfj'fe,\i!S.w 
eo  P—Bj  jingo,  I  brought  Toim  to\i6  »  uwsaiaa.^  "ioi  ^;  ijiSd 
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"  Egad,"  aiid  Mr.   Coverley,   "  I  would  not  hnve  been 
Tved  HO  for  a  thouaand  pounde." 
"  Why,  then,  there's  the  odds  of  it,"  snid  the  Captadn ; 
W*'  foryouseehe  is  served  so  for  nothing.    But  come,"  turoing 

0  Mx.  Lovel,  "  be  of  good  beait,  all  may  end  well  yet,  and 
~a  and  MonsBer  Longtail  be  as  good  friendB  as  ever." 

"  "  Q  Burprieed,  Mrs.  Beaumont,"  cried  Mr.  Loyel,  start- 
,  "  that  yon  oan  anfEer  a  pereon  under  your  roof  to  be 
I  so  inhumanly." 
"What  argufies  so  many  words  ?  "  said  the  unfeeling 
tptftin ;  "  it  is  but  a  slit  of  the  ear ;  it  only  looka  as  if 
u  had  been  in  the  pillory." 

"  Very  true,"  added  Miu  Selwyn  ;  "  and  who  knows  bat 
pmay  acquire  jou  the  credit  of  being  an  anti-mJniBterial 
riter?" 

"  I  protest,"  cried  Mr.  Lovel,  lookiog  mefnlly  at  his  dress, 
ny  new  riding  suit's  all  over  blood !  " 
"  Ha,  ha,  ha,"  cried  the  Captain,  "  see  what  comes  of 
ttadying  for  an  hour  what  yon  shall  pnt  on  !  " 

1  Mr.  Lovel  then  walked  to  the  glass ;  and,  looking  at  the 
fplace,  eiclaimed,  "  Oh  Heaven,  what  a  monstrous  wound  ! 

my  ear  will  never  be  fit  to  be  seen  again  1  " 

"  Why  then,"  said  the  Captain,  "  you  must  hide  it ; — 'tia 
but  wearing  a  wig." 

"  A  wig  I  "  repeated  the  afiright.ed  Mr.  Lovel ;  "  I  wear 
a  wig  ? — no,  not  if  you  would  give  me  a  thousand  pounds 

.         "I  declare,"  said  Lady  Louisa,  "T  never  heard  such  a 
L    shoeldng  proposal  in  my  life !  " 

I        Lord  Orville,  then,  seeing  no  prospect  that  the  altercation 
F    would  cease,  proposed  to  the  Captain  to  walk.    He  assented ; 
and  having  given  Mr.  Lovel  a  nod  of  exultation,  acoom- 
]:mnied  his  Lordship  down  stairs. 

"  'Pon  honour,"  said  Mr.  Lovel,  the  moment  the  door 
was  Eiiint,  "  thiit  fellow  ia  the  greatest  brute  in  nature  !  he 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  a  civilised  society." 

"Lovel,"  said  Mr.  Coverley,  affecting  to  whisper,  "you 
must  certainly  pink  him  :  yon  must  not  put  up  with 
an  affront." 

"Sir,"  sBj'd  Mr,  Lovel,  "  witV  mi^  ttonnoQii.  ^«s«bs^ 
ebould  not  de/iberate  an  instant  ;  Wt  twv\\^  'k^^  '"■^'^ 
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who  has  done  aothtag  bat  fight  all  his  life,  'pon  bouonr,lir{ 
Sir,  I  can't  think  of  it !  "  lai 

"hovel,"  said  Lord  Merton,  in  the  same  voice,  "^amiintl 
callllim  to  occonnt,"  I 

"  Every  man,"  said  he,  pettishly,  "  is  the  best  jndge  ((Mn 
bis  own  affairs ;  and  I  don  t  oak  the  hononr  of  any  personal  t 
advice."  " 

"  Egad,  Lovel,"  said  Mr.  Coyerley,  "  you're  in  for  it  !- 
you  can't  possibly  be  oS  I  " 

"  Sir,"  cried  he,  very  impatiently,  "  upon  any  propa 
occasion  I  should  be  as  ready  to  show  my  courage  as  BSJ 
body  ;  but  as  to  fighting  for  such  a  trifle  aa  this- — -I  protal     I 
I  shonid  blush  to  think  of  it !  " 

"A  trifle!"  cried  Mrs.  Belwyn,  "good  Heaven  1  and 
have  you  made  this  astonishing  riot  about  a  trijte  !  " 

"Ma'am,"  answered  the  poor  wretch,  in  great  confusioDi 
"  I  did  not  know  at  first  but  that  my  cli^k  might  haw 
been  bit;  but  aa  'tia  no  worse,  why,  it,doea  not  a  great  deal 
signify.     Mrs.  Beaumont,  I  have  the  honour  to  wish  you* 

good  evening;    I'm  sure  my  cairiage  must  be  »    

And  then,  very  abruptly,  he  left  the  room. 

What  ft  eommotion  has  ttiis  Bjischief- loving'  Captain 
raised !  Were  I  to  remain  here  long,  even  the  society  of 
my  dear  Maria  oould  scarce  compensate  for  the  distnrbaocei 
which  be  excites. 

When  he  returned,  and  heard  of  the  quiet  exit  of  Ms 
Level,  his  triumph  was  intolerable.  "  I  think,  I  think,"  hs 
cried,  "  I  have  peppered  him  well !  I'U  wanunt  he  won' 
give  an  hour  to-niorrow  morning  to  settling  what  he  abal 
put  on ;  why,  bia  coat,"  tuming  to  me,  "  would  be  a  moe 
excellent  raatoh  for  old  Madame  Fui'below's  best  Lyon, 
silk  !  'Fore  George,  I'd  desire  no  better  sport  than  to  hava 
that  there  old  cat  here  to  go  her  snacks !  " 

All  the  company  then.  Lord  Orville,  Miss  Mirvan,  and 
myself  excepted,  played  at  cards  ;  and  we — oh,  how  n 
better  did  we  pass  oar  time ! 

While  we  wore  engaged  in  a  most  delightful  conversatioiit 
a  servant  brought  me  a  Setter,  which  he  told  mo  had  1^ 
some  accident  been  mislaid.  Judge  of  my  feelings  whan  I 
9flii',  my  dearest  Sir,  youi  texerfti  ^oani-^rrilau^v.  '^fc^ 
motiaaa  soon  betirayed  to  "LorA  OiVOia  wWitq.  Ska  %«*» 
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■was  from ;  Hie  impoi'tancB  of  tlie  contents  he  well  knew 
Bud,  aeanring  me  I  atonld  not  be  seen  bj  the  oard-playi 
lie  bBHOught  me  to  open  it  without  delay. 

Open  it,  indeed,  I  did — but  read  it  I  coul4  not ; — the 
willing,  yet  awfnl  consent  you  have  granted — -the  tender- 
ness of  your  expreseiona — the  certainty  that  no  obstacle 
remained  to  my  eternal  union  with  the  loved  owner  of  my 
he;trt,  gave  me  sensationa  too  various,  and,  though  joyful, 
too  little  placid  for  observation.  Findipg  myeelf  nnable  to  . 
proceed,  and  blinded  by  the  tears  of  gratitude  and  delight, 
which  started  into  my  eyea,  I  gave  over  the  attempt  of 
reading  till  I  retired  to  my  own  room ;  and,  having  no  voice 
to  answer  the  enquiries  of  Lord  Orville,  I  put  the  letter  into 
tis  hands,  and  left  it  to  speak  both  for  me  and  itself. 

Lord  Orville  waa  himself  affected  by  your  kindneas :  he 
kissed  the  letter  as  he  returned  it ;  and,  pressing  my  hand 
affectionately  to  his  heart,  "  Tou  are  now,"  said  he,  in  a  low 
voice,  "  all  my  own  !  Oh,  laj  Evelina,  how  will  my  sou!  find 
room  for  its  happiness  p — it  seems  already  bursting  !  "  I 
oonld  make  no  reply,  indeed  I  hardly  apoke  another  word 
tbe  rest  of  the  evening ;  so  little  talkative  is  the  fulness  of 
contentment. 

O,  my  dearest  Sir,  the  thankfulness  of  my  heart  I  must 
pour  forth  at  our  meeting,  when,  at  your  feet,  my  happiness 
receives  its  confirmation  from  your  blessing ;  and  when  my 
noble-minded,  my  beloved  Lord  Orville,  presents  te  you  the 
highly -honoured,  and  thrice-happy  Evelina, 

A  few  lines  1  will  endeavour  to  write  ou  Thursday,  which 
shall  be  sent  off  express,  to  give  you,  should  nothing  inter- 
vene, yet  more  cert:iin  assurance  of  our  meeeting. 

Now  then,  therefoi'e,  for  the  first — and  probably  the  last 
time  I  shall  ever  own  the  name,  permit  me  to  sign  myself, 
Most  dear  Sir,  your  gratefully  affectionate, 

EvKLiDi  Bblmomt. 

Lady  Louisa,  at  her  own  particular  desire,  will  be  present 
at  the  ceremony,  as  well  as  Miss  Mirvan  and  Mrs.  Selwyn ; 
Mr.  Macartney  will,  the  same  morning,  be  united  to  my 
foster-aister ;  and  my  father  himself  will  give  us  both  away. 
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LBTTIB  LXXXm. 

UB.  riLuas  TO  rteliha. 

EVEBT  wi9b  of  my  soul  is  now  fulfilled— for  the; 
of  my  Evelina  ia  equal  to  her  wortliiness ! 

Tes,  my  child,  thy  happinees  is  engraved  in  goldi 
rooters  upon  the  tablets  of  luy  heart ;  and  their  ' 
ia  indelible  :  for,  should  the  iTide  and  deep-searching  hand 
of  Misforttme  attempt  to  plnck  them  from  their  repository, 
the  fleeting  fabric  of  life  would  give  way ;  and  in  teariog 
from  my  vitals  the  nourishment  by  which  thay  are  sop 
ported,  she  would  but  grasp  at  a  shadow  insensible  to  mt 
touch. 

Give  thee  my  consent  ? — ^Oh  thou  joy,  comfort,  and  prida 
of  my  life,  how  cold  is  that  word  to  express  the  fervenoj 
of  my  approbation  I  Tes,  I  do  indeed  give  thee  my  consent^ 
and  80  tThnnlffnlly,  that,  with  the  humblest  gratitude  to 
Providence,  I  would  seal  it  with  the  remnant  of  mj  days. 

Hasten  then,  my  love,  to  bless  nie  with  thy  pre8ence,aiid 
to  receive  the  bleesings  with  which  my  fond  he^  overflnwi  I 
— And  oh,  my  Evelina,  hear  and  assist  in  one  only,  hamblft 
but  ardent  prayer,  which  yet  aniiaatea  my  devotions  :  Tliat 
the  height  of  blias  to  which  thou  aH  rising  may  not  renilfif 
thee  giddy,  but  that  the  purity  of  thy  mind  may  form  tbe 
brightest  splendour  of  thy  prosperity ! — and  that  the  weak 
and  aged  frame  of  thy  almost  idolizing  parent,  nearly  woro 
ant  by  time,  past  afflictions,  and  infirmities,  may  yet  be  abl« 
to  sastaLa  a  meeting  with  all  its  better  part  holds  dear ;  and 
then,  that  all  the  wounds  which  the  former  severity  of  for- 
tune inflicted,  may  be  healed  and  purified  by  the  nitimat* 
eonsolation  of  pouring  forth  my  dying  words  in  bleaaing* 
on  my  child ! — closing  these  joy-streaming  eyee  in  htr 
presence,  and  breathing  my  last  faint  sighs  in  her  lowd 

Grieve  not,  oh  diild  of  my  care !  grieve  not  at  lb* 
inevitable  moment  I  but  may  thy  own  end  be  equally  pro- 
pitiona !  Oh,  may'st  thou,  when  full  of  days,  and  fnll  d 
honour,  aink  down  as  gently  to  rest ! — be  loved  as  Idndl^i 


led  by  e 


e  tenderly, 
I  %  glass 


ie  ret  eamving  Evelina  ! 


3  thy  bn.ppy  £n.ther !  And  mayest 
I  run,  be  sweetly,  bnt  not  bitterly, 
J  darling  of  thy  affeetionE     " 
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over,  my  dearest  Sir ;  and  the  fate  of  yonr  E 
is  decided  I     This  morning,  with  fearfil  joy  a 
J  gratitude,  she  united  herself  for  ever  witji  the 
it  of  her  dearest,  her  eternal  affection. 

e  time  for  no  more ;  the  chaise  now  waits  which  is 
^ndnct  me  to  dear  Beny  Hill,  and  to  the  arm«  of  the 

EvXLlKi. 
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